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INDEX TO THE PROCEEDINGS 


OP THE 

BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

FOR THE YEAR 1920. 


A 


Agriculture — 

See Questions. 

A LI IIon’blk Mr Altaf— 

asked (|uestiGTis /e— 

Bo|^n‘;i and Siraj^anj. ^a^l\^ay line l)(‘tweeii- S‘i7 

Karatoya river, silting up of— ... ... 81)(> 

Lower Subordinate Kducalional Service, grades, 
pay, etc , of ... ... 

Motor-car drners' grawance 8tK) 

Tangail. insanitary condition of — . . 8iMi 

Ali, Hon'hle Khan Sahih Aman — 
asked (juestions re — 

Calcutta Madrassa, filling u|) of the post of Head 


Maulvi of the — Idb 

Chittagong Ak\al) Railway ... 7li8 

Chittagong i'ollege Ltd 

Clerks in the olliccs of Inspectois and ])(*})uty 
InspectoTvs of Schools, number of 
Co opeiative .societies, inspecU»rs of 7dh 

Kducatxm Department, status, minimum })ay. etc , 
of clerks of the 

Forest oihee at Chittagong, ministerial odicei’s in 
tlie- ... 747 

(jovernment and aided (olleges, nomination (A 

governing bodies of — .. Id8 

Lower SulKiroiiiati* educational Service, ete . niiiiis- 

ter lal officers in- . . ^h7 

Medical School, establishment of a in the Chitta 

gong and Kajshahi Diviskuis Idh 

MosleiiFHigh School at Cdnttagong 74^ 

Provincial Executive Service 7d8 

Royal \\*terinary College. Belgachia. Muham- 
madans and the — 
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Alt, Hon’hle Khan Sahtb Aman — concluded. 


spoke to resolutions re — 

merli(‘nl schools, opening of more - in Bengal . . 452 

Subordinate (^ivil Service, inclusion of the— in the 

list of gazetted services ... ... 817 

Subordinate Civil Service, promotions from — to 

Provincial Civil Service ... ... Sib 

Amended Draft Financial Statement . . ... 157- 

174 


B 

Bengal Budget, lh20 21 — 


Presented 

... 297 

Iievie^^'ed by Finance Member 

... 301- 

406 

Discussed 

... 418- 


440 


Bengal Engineering College — 

Questions 

Bengal Lascars — 

See Questions. 

Bengal Pilot Servkh^ — 

See Questions 

Btih. — 

Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement, 1920 


Introdiuvd 

Referred to a Select Committee 29:i 

Report of the Sele(‘t Committee presented 070 

Report of the Select (\muiiittee considered 901- 

915 

Passed ... ... ••• 

Bengal Alluvial Lands, 1920. 

Introduced ... •• ■ 

Referred a Select Committee ... 190 

]?e]>ort of the Select (^ommittee presented ... 798 

Report of the Select Committee considered .. 915- 

942 

Passed ... ... ... 

Bengal Cruelty to Animals, 1919 

Amendments ... •• 50-55 

Passed ... ... ... 55 

I 

Bengal Profiteering, 1920. 

Introduced ... ••• 

810 
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Hii.L — corichidril. 

Calcutta Pilots ( Ameiidnient P Pd20 

Introduced (>78 

(Considered and [)assed (»78 


(Calcutta Port ( Aniendinent ) . 

Introduced 

KVferred to a Select (Coinniittee 

I\epoi't of the Seled (Conunittee coiisidtMvd 

Ihissed 

(hi!' ntla la lit . 

I lit I’odiicrd 

lvh‘fori(‘d to a Sihi'ct ( C()inmi(t(H‘ 

lh‘po!‘t of tfie S(‘](H t ( Coinniitltv |»r(‘s(*nt(*d 
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1 *as^(‘(l 

I'.asti'ni l i'diitioi' IMlc.s (ihait^al llallaliont Ihlitt 

l\h'porl of thr Scl(‘(‘t ( 'oimint t ('(' pl’cstUltcd 
P(‘port of 111* S(‘!t‘( t ( 'oniii.it tor coiisiderrd and Hill 

j assf'l 

Indian H(‘d ( I'oss SociiM \ i Hcnnal htandi) 

I III rod iKM-d 

{{(•port of tli(‘ Select ('oiiinnttc(‘ prt^sentisl 
Kepoi't of tlie S(‘l{‘ct ( ’oniinittcK' coiisidcn'ial 
Pas.sed 
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Bo(;k \ 

Sh f' (^iicst iiais 

Bukma Pice — 

SV'C truest KHis 


C 


Cathcart, Hon'ule Mr - 

sj)(>ke U) lesolution re — 

jiiK rs aTneiidiiicnt of tlic evistino ndes f(»r the s(‘lec 
tioii of — 

CllAKRAHXRTTY lloN Iil.I BaHI SaRAT (CHANli|{\ 
asked (juestions re — 

allowances to (joverninent officers o win to hiph 


})nc(‘s 760 

Aricli^k and Dacca Road 

Bonihav and Ciiited Provinc<‘s (iovernineiils. laaid 

(jiiarteT’^ of - 744 

Dacca ALnacultural Fanii 7S(» 



IV 


INUEX. 


Chakrabartty, Hon’ble Babu S^rat ('handha- -{‘ontinued 

asked (jiiestions ve- - 

Dacca Agricultural Institute ... 755 

Dacca as the second C'apital of the Presidcuicy and 

di(hcu!ti(‘s of coniniunication ... 748 

J)acca ('olle;j^e, admission of students to the 5th year 

class ot t he . . 74l^ 

Dacca Fdtm Female School . . <^55 

Dacca, Intermediate College at — ... ... 031 

Dacca move and T.ei^islative Council 730 

Dacca move of the ( jovei’iimeiit , disc'ontiiiuaricp of 

the ... ... ... 744 

Da(‘(‘a Sewerage Scheme ... ... 055 

Dacca University 050- 

t)57 

Dacc‘a llniversity’s special oHicer ... 030 

Dej)uty Su})e]‘intenclents of (!cmtral Jails, rules re 

garding a[)f>c)intment, of — . . 808 

Dhaleswari and Buriganga livers ... 028 

Dhaiiliari, .selc'ction of- as head(|ua i ters of a new 

subdivision . . 755 

Dolai and Tulsi khals . 055 

ImIcii High Sc'hool t>5'j 

E pi plumy, lihel on llimlu widows and the 740 

food-stufl’s and c'loths, ahnornial rise ot prices 

of— ... (‘>32 

Goalundo railway station 

Goalundo railway station platform (>27 

Government .Art Galliu'w lllling ot the vacanc'\ ol 

Dc‘putv Kevper, 701 

high schools, improvement of (ioveiaiimmt 70,) 

Intermediate Collc'ge at Dacca, naming of the 

new . .744 

jute* st*eds, (list rihiitioii ol • • 781 

Local Boards, Chairmen of 028 

Maulvi Shamsuddin , proinot ion ot 7()(» 

Munsifs ami Sul)- J iidgc's, \acancic*s in cadies 

of- . ' . ... ■ • 707 

Nai*ayangani and Goalundo, steamer service bet- 
ween- .. ... ^^*^7 

pay and prospects of teachers. Government ot 

India’s grant for 0 lakhs and - . . 77t) 

Provincial iMliuaitional Servu'e, biennial inc*reinent 

of pay of members of the • .. 80a 

Provimnal l’.\ecuti\'e Service •• .• 054 

Ib’oviiudal Judicial Seiw kt () >7- 

()58 

I’lvers and khah in the Dacca and Mymensingh dis- 
, tricts, deterioration of •. ... 7/0 

Secondarv schools fo?‘ girls, improvement of Govern- 
ment ... • 7hl 

Secondary Education Scheme • 8^^ 
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(’hakhabartty, Hon’hle Babu Sahat C'handha — voudiidtii. 
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asked questions — 

Secretariat buildiii^r at Dacca, occupation of the 

... ... .. 74r) 

subdivision in Myinensini^di, head(|uarters station of 

a new-- ^ .. ... ... 754 

Subordinate Kducational Service ... ... 7b() 

Subordinate Kdiuaitioiial Ser\ice, j^ay of the 7tH> 

Subordinate I'hlucat lonai St‘r\ic(‘. proiuotion of 

ofiicers of llie 7b7 

Subordinate Iblucational Service, w ithholdin|; of the 
reoi'i^nim.sat ion of tlu* ptuidin^ the ap|>ointinent 
of the Ministers 71H) 

Suboi'dinate and l.ower Subordinatt* Ibiucat loiia 1 

S(‘r\ic(\s. r(‘ori;‘anisat ion ot thi‘ 7iK^ * 

ti'ansit b\ I'ail and steamers, theft of fruits and other 

edibles dunni^^ 77 1 

rni\ersit\ Scamice ('olie^i* (Calcutta), admission of 

c(‘rtain students in the 71S 

nio\ed resolutnuis rr- 

Dai'ca School ol lai^imHU’iic^, improxtuneiit and 

nuxldicat ion of tlu' status ol' tlu‘ K;^7 


(in t lie absence of th(‘ llondile Mr Proxa^h Cliunder Mittm*) moved 
l'(‘so|ut lolls I f 

district boards, lar^iu* rt‘pT't‘stMitat ion on 1 rom 

compai’at i\ el\ insanitarx artai^ s;tt 

spoke to rt‘M iliit ions I'f 

Ihmi^.il d'cnancx Act ( \ III of aimmdment of 

s(‘ct ion 1 ob.X o( t lu‘ 1 57 

(ball (dection ruh*^. anumdmeiit <d' claus(‘ d ^/) {>/) 

of Schtsluk* 11 of the - 72<i 

graduates in tin* t^CMKU'al constituencies, conlerrint; 
of tb(‘ rii^lit of ekM-iiiiL! iikmiiIxus to tin* b*eform(‘d 
Councils upon all 7*2S 

non Miiliamimulan ‘:(Mit‘ral seats in tie' lb‘form(‘d 
Bengal 1 .cuislat i\ t‘ Council, increasing th(‘ num 
luu’ of so as to niak(‘ it conf(’rmabl(‘ to th(‘ Luck 
now compact 72d 

noiiMiihamimolan I’ural populati(ni of Iippma, 
allottin*^ of two s(‘als to tin* in tin* Kb*forni(‘d 
Btm^al Leo islat i\'(‘ Connell . 701 ) 

Peformed Heiioal Leo'is|ati\(‘ ( ^mncil, raising of 
?«ri‘ats allotltsl to th(‘ (’alcutta I’nixersitv iiTthe 
from one to thret‘ ' 72b 

w it hdrew his rt‘solut loii / 

district boai'ds. larger T'epreseiital loii on from 

com})arat ively insanitary areas K:^7 

Cn.\( DiiriM, Hon'bi.f Lmu' Ki^iiori Mouxn- 


a^ked qm^stums / r — 

agricultural faiins, establishment of in c{*rtain 

places 1:^7 

armed /oree inspectors, eoiuixmsatory allowances 

L) — . . bd4 

IL^charam Lahiri, alleged police annovance of 
Babu- 117 
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Chaudhuri, Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan — cimtinuf ^ d . 
asked qu(“stions re — 

Becharam Lahiri, bequest of Babu — and the Sant^- 

pur Muiiieipalitv ... ••• 1&6 

Civil ( 'oil rt peons ... ... 

(‘omnounders, ^ranl of (‘oncessioris to old quali- 
fied ... •• ... »% 745 

constables of the Bengal I’olice, pay ol — d7 

])a(‘C‘a Division, birth and (jeath rates, sanitation, 
et(‘ , in — ... • 

Depiit) Superintendents of Police, investigation of 
crime by — ... • •• 

Def)iitv Superintendents of Poli(‘e, recommendations 

of the Public Services Commission in regard to— b 

District Board and Municipal Accounts, audit 

system of - •• ^ 

District Mairistrates, confidential establislinnmts in 
the- . . ... ••• 

Eastern Bengal Railway, alleged grievances of 

[lassengers on (*ertairi sections on the — f>d4 

liea d-const aides oi the Bengal Police, initial pa) 

(d‘ 37 

Inspectors of Police in charge of cirides, allowance.- 
to — • 

dalpaiguri, assessment of bdsfu lamls in the district 
of . 

.lalpaiguri district, (‘xjieiiditiire for const laici ion of ^ 
roads, etc , in the- . 

term's in tlu'-- 

♦ lal[)esh di'inple in the AXestt in Duals 

Lalgcda and Pakscy staiinis, steamer service' 

l>etw(‘cn — ■ ■ ^^34 

lo^^er primar) an<l iipjier primar\ schools, ])ayment 

(d stipe'iids of teache'rs in— ... d 

Nator railway station, I'ejuc.sentation by Babu 
Mohiiii ('handra Bagchi tor a s\\eetnu*at stall at 
the - 

J^abna, erosion (d the to\vn ol — -I))' the ri\er 
Padma 

police' foi’ce, cost ol maintenance' of — in Bengal ... (>dd 
Pre.sidency, Dacca and Rajshahi (Adlcges, certain 

statistics in ivgaril to the* — . . d(> 

Provincial Jaigineering Servie*e . . b24 

ProviiK'ial diidicial Service, reorganisation of 

the ... ••• 41(1 

J'roviiuial and Subordinate Executive SerMces, 

.separation of the' ■ •■. .• bd5 

Public Works Delia rt nu'iit , upper subordinates of 

the- ^>24 

Rajshahi ciinieiT’ — ... •• 

Sibpur Engineering C'ollege, Assisi ant Engineers of 

the- ‘ ... ... ••• ^>^4 

Sit>iuiT Eiiginccriim ('ollege and other Engineering 

Schools, examination of students of — ... 62‘d 
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('H\ri)HURr, IIon’ble Babu Kishori Mdiun 
asked questions — 

Siih-Depiitv (’ollec'tor^ pa\ and prospeets of— 
Sub Inspectors aiui Inspectors (>f Polic'e, ])ay 
all(n\ anc(‘s of — 

Subordinate Educational Servuac promotion 
the- 

Tnldhaud fees 
vilhii^e chaukidars 
moved resolutions re — 

raiUNav line, c'onstriution of a from Issurdi 
Naciioul ria Bampur Hoalia 


Vll 

Pace 


()dr) 

and 

;^7 

in 

idd 

sr)3 

lib 

to 

4r)t> 


spoke to resolutions re — - 

Anti^lo Indian community in the l^'fcuaned Ben; 4 al 
I.e^islative Pouncib dropping of the proposal of 
allottinij; t\\o more S(‘at,s to tlie 717 

( diittai!;on^ and Ibajshahi l)i\isioiis. allotting ot one" 

seat each to the urban areas of the 7‘Jl 


I'.astcMii Hcmc^mI Bailwax. extension of tht‘ broad 

^auL^e svstcMii of th(‘ from Santaliar to Sili^iiri b7 

factories, provision for sanitarv (‘onvenicmcc^^ and 

ajipliaiices in - bO 

financial relat ions bet w (‘en the Indian and Provincial 
( joveitiincnt m(‘ssa<j;e of disa ppoint numl at tin* 
draft r‘ul(‘s ndatiiie to 707 

(ieneral Ibiropc'an ( ’oust it ucmc’V in the* Kctormc'd 
Ik'in^al P(‘i;i.slative Pouncil, droppini^^ of the pro 
posal c>[ allottint^ four more sccats to t Ik^ 711 

( jovcTiinicmt subordinate's and (thc*r ministerial olli 
cers. im|)rovem(mt of pay and prospects of in 
Ben^oil ItM) 


lli.s Majestvs ( io\ ernnuMit , the K*ioht llonbic- 
Mr Is S Montao;u and tin* l^ydil lion b!(‘ Lord 
Sinha of Baipur, coinji at iilat ions to for the 
Ibd’orm.s 


Indian I-c'L! i-!at i \e A.ssc'mblx 

on 

1 it nquvMmta 


lion from Bcmi^ml to t In* 
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pHiTTrooNc. — 

See Questions 

T BERKS 

See Quest ions 

Coal — 

See Questions 

Cloth — 

See Questions. 
CVCLONE — 

See Questions 
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D 


Dacca Acrk ulturak Farm — 

See Questions. 


DaC'C A — 


See Questions. 


I )AM01)AR — 


See Questions 


Datta, T1on*hle Bmw Akhd. Fhandha — 
asked quest ions re — 

a|)})eals and re\ision eases, number of eer- 

. .... 772 

Assam-Penu^al Railway, aec oniiuf idalion for thir(] and 

internu'diate class passen^-ers on tti(‘ — (>-12 

Bengal ],(‘gislati\e Council, voicis for the reforan- 

cd- ... ^ 644 

Bengal Pilot Service . ... (>4I 

Boai’d of Revimue, abolit ion of t)ie — 749 

cattle, (‘\|)oi't of outsid(‘ l^engal 24 

Civil Service Jtegulations, Bengal ollicers and 

ai'ticles 202 (r) and H7C) of the- ... 2H 

coal fields, evening classc's at tlie — . H 

Cofiyists and tvfusts in Civil Courts 857 

Copyists and typists, memoT'ial of the -in the oflice 

of the Magistrate of Bakarganj .. h57 

Department of ] ndusti’ies ... IIJI 

(lete/nis, employment of leleased - 647 

Director* of Industries, j)i(>[K)sal of the— mn the 
recomnumdat ions of the Indian Indu^ti'ial Com 
mission ... ..1130 

Thrector* of Information, appointment of tlie bon 

Director of Information and the editor of Hasn- 

.. .. S5r> 

Dii'e(4(u* of Infoi'ination and the editor of /f/y/- 

. . . . ... S5(i 

distract boar’ds, (‘\))enditur*e bv on cei’tain objects 10 
“ Dyei* Idind ” contribution to the — by Co\ernment 

servants ... S0:3 

estates, pi’o|)rietor*s of (*ertain — ... ... 15 

Eui’opean dress, alh'ged disabilities attached to per- 
sons not wearing — ... ... ... 13C/ 

Excise Department, pay of peons of — ... 80i 

Excist' I ris|)ectors and Siipta intcndcaits, method of 

filling up \ancanic\s of — ... ... 801 

Exci.<e Sub-Tnspec*tors and Government quarters ... 8(il 
Excise Sub-Tnspe(‘toi’s, pay of — ' ... ... 801 

girls’ schools' in Bengal ... ... 18 

Joint 1>chnical Board ... ... ... 19^ 
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Datta, Hon'ble Bahi Akhii. (’handra — rout tutted . 
asked questions re — 

jurors, conveyance alhmance to — • • 

l^iscar^ of Bengal . . 

leav(‘ rule^, inipro\eincnl of — 

Meek, (.‘ertain stati>tics about Ml- D B, of the 
Iiulian Educational SerMce 
^leniher, l^oard of Revenue, and |[niKH’;ii‘v ('hair 
man, (’ah'iitta Port 'rrust 

milk, t>utt<'i‘, ghee and meat, export ol outside 
Bengal • • 

M misters ni Bengal. numi>er of . . 

Mymensingh distiict, partition 

Niiravangaii] \’icl(a'ia liospiial p^’^t of .\sNisi;mt 
SiirgtMii 

Noakhali, erosion ot the town (d 
Noakhali and 'ri}»pera. distres.s m 
\ philosophy, study of 

oijicials in (’alcutta, residential liouses lor 
pav sanctioiK'd to ollietu's of all ' x particulars 

of r<‘cen; incrcaM* <d' m Bengal 
Pasiipati pose, gi ievaiices against Bahii 
Peterson, c(M ta in stat i>t ics about Mi‘ d P K lat(‘ 
(d‘ the I ndian Pi\ il Service 
political pri.soiiers, rtdeastMif 

IbeventiNe Service, appointment of Indian.s to 
the -- 

i’l'ovmcial fAe(‘nli\t‘ Seiaice. (adr(‘ of the 
Prov iiicial 1 Aecnt ive Sei \ ic(‘, km t ml men I of 
the 

Pi'ov iiicial I'Aeciit i\(‘ Sm v ic<‘, km i iiit numt ami (‘molu 
meiit^ of t he 

Prov incial niid Subordinate PxcM'Ut iv(‘ Serv ic(‘ mag is 
terial p( m s <d' tin* 

lPa|‘>hahi Peiitral dad, treatment of p(ditical c(»n 
v'lcts in the 

Reio) ms scheme, inehisioii d’ I)ar|t‘e!mg- within 
the 

Sardar P>ahadni S \\ laid«*n Pa taking part in a 
certain agitation 

Silipnr ( ‘oll(*g( impiovtMl accommodation I'or 
Sub I)e]Cijf\ MaL’istrate^, nani(‘s, etc. of vcsIimI 
w itli 1st ( l.jss powers 

Sub-Depiitv \] agn-t rat“v. [iroimition ol v(*-t(*d with 
1st clas-« powers 

Sub ]nspect(»i's of Schools, rdlict* accommodation oi 
Sid) Ins]>ector- of Schools, pay and prospectsol - 
Sub- Ins])e<’t( I s (d' ScliMils and p(H>ns 
Sub- 1 nspei tors of S( h(,ols. travelling allowances 
of — ... 


75 
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asked questions re — 

Sul)-lns])ei*l(>rs oi‘ Seliods and their work ... HhO 

Siihonlinate (dvil Service ... 20, 21, 22 

Sni>f>rdinate Pivil Service, pay arid {)r()spects of 

the— 630 

Siil»ardinate Civil Service. ])roniotions fn.ni the — to 

the Provincial Exet-utive Service ... ... 640 

Suhorduiate Chvil Service, tinie-sc'ale pav foi* 
the— ... .. .. . ^ 63S 

Surendi'a Nath Biswas and ^i^lii others, the case 
<>t — .... 751 

teachers in ( iovernrueut lli^di Schools 750 

teachers, pay and pros|»(M‘ts of ... 750 

trains l>i‘tween Baudel and Xaihati, provision of 

lights in — ... 46 

trains running' to and from llowrali, alleged ovtu- 

(‘rowding of inter class comjia.ilrnents in— 40 


moved resolutions re-- 

Anglo Indian (’ommunilv in the Keforine I Jkuigal 
Lc'gislalive ('ouncil, dropping of tlu‘ proposal of 
allotting two morc^ seats to tht‘ — ... 716 

Chittagong and Rajshahi Div’sons, allotting oi‘ one 

^(‘at t\ach to t lu‘ urha n ari'asof llu' - 721 

dvtvnus^ State jirisonei s a rid political piiMiiK'i’s, t‘.\- 
tension of Koval amnesty toali the rmnain- 
iiig - 731 

draft (dcvt-ion rules, amendmcuit of clause' 3 (/) (n) ot' 
Schedule I 1 of the — 725 

fairopeans and Anglo Indians, dc'ha i ring of -fumi 
(‘oiitesting the two Lalxmi' seats in the Refoiiiied 
Bengal legislative* (’(uinc'il-- 7 1 ‘3 

(leiier al lMii'op(*an Const it nene v in the Kcfoimed 
lk‘ng‘al legislative Council, di^opping of the* pro, 
posal of ; .Ti.ii iiig lour more seats to the -- 706 

graduate's in the gemu’al constit iieiic'ies, (‘onferring 
of the right of electing memhers to tlie Refoiim'd 
C'oiincils upon all-- 72-^ 

Indian Legislative Assembly, increase of represema 
tion from Bengal to the — ... 720 

jurors, amen Iment of the existing rules for the sel 

ection of — .. ... sis 

non-Muhammadan geneiml seats in thc' JL'formed 
Bengal Legislative (’ouncil, increasing the number 
of — ST) as to make it c'onformable to the Luc-knovv 
compact ... ... 723 

non-Muhammadan rural population of Tipj)era, al- 
lotting of two seats to the— in the Keformed Piengal 
Legislative Councal 720 

I)olicH\ appointment of a committcv to investigate in- 
to the c-riniinal |)ioceedings instituted in 1919 at 
Howrah l>v Ba!)u Bankim Krishna Ghosh and 
others against — . 823 

Keformed Bengal Keg!^lati^e Cc uncil, raising of 
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Datta, Hdx’ble Babu Akhil Chandra — concluded, 

moved resol utk)ns re — 

‘ seats allotted to the ( aleiitla University in tlie - 

froiii (‘lie to tlirt'e 

rules relating to the Provineial i (‘gislative Uouneils, 
omission of the \M>r(U “during and ' in paragraph 
'A of Schedule II to the 

lules lelating to the Ui‘o\ineial Li*gi>lative ('ounciU, 
amendment of paragraph Id of Scliedule II to 
the — 

rules ndating to UroMiuial lA‘gislati\e Uoiincil. 

amendment of I'lih* III of the 
Suhordinate Civil Service, inclusion of the in tlu‘ 
list of ga/('ttt*d s(‘ivu-es 

Suliordina te Civil Sima ne, pronuUnais from - to Uro- 
\ iiKMa 1 {'\\\\ S(M A ice 

SulHirdinate Civil Scma ie(c scluMn»‘ ot pay hy time 
Seale foi llu‘— - 

spoke te> resolution re — 

high jiriees, control (dr- 
ills ExcelleiuA the* \ ict ro\, conveyance^ ot thanks 
4.0 for Ills geneM’oiis and piactical symoatliv 
\N itli Indian polit ical as|Mrations 
Jlis Ma)t‘''tvs ( io\ (M'nniont , th(‘ Kighi llonl>lt‘ 
M 1“ V. S Montagu and th(‘ Ki^ht lloii’hh* Lord 
Siiilia ol Haipni congratulat mmis t(^ tor the Id* 
forms 

m(‘(lK*al schools, openirm ot nior(‘ in Ifengal 
iiK^ssage (‘\prt‘s,sing loxal and diititiil homage to 
llis Imperial Ma|cst\ the* King laiipeMor 

Iti i‘\ici Mi \'i or 1 m) 1 s'rnii.s - 
r tallest lon^ 


Pace. 

72\) 

7l>i> 

721 
7.UI 
h 1 7. 

sla 
si 1 

(ISj 

SI 


7(; 

ir>d 

Hi 
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See Questions l^ersolut ions 

1 llHl CTOK OF A(;KI( I i;i I HF 
Se( Questions 

Dim ( Ton OF Indi si hifs 
See Quest K ms 

lllKFi TOH or InFOHMATK/X - 
See (Questions 

Dylh Li nd - 

s'ee Questions 
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E 1) r C A T 1 0 N a L S E R V 1 C F S — 
See Quei^t ions. 
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G 

(jiK)SH Bahadur, IIdn'ble Rai Dehendek Phundkr — 
asked (| nest ions — 

coal supi)!}' HI and round Calcutta ... 851 

spoke to resolutions rr — 

Eastern Bengal Railway, extension of the broad 
ga uge syst(‘ni of the — from Santahar to Si 1 iguri 97 

high price's, control of ... ... 095 

Ills ExcelleiKT the \dceroy, conveyance of thanks 
to— for his generous and prac'lical syinjiathy with 
Indian politund aspirations 83 

II is Majesty's (loverninent , the' Right Ilon'ble Mi’ 

E S Montagu and the Right Don'ble Lord Sinha 
of Rai pill’, congratulations to — for the Re- 
forms 74 

Pabna. protective w<aks to sa.ve — fiom furthei ero- 
sion bv the river Ladnia .. 103 


( iOOND\ISM 

Nec Quest ions 


H 

ll\g, lIoN’in.E Mmh.vi A K Faze 'I I 


asked (jia'stions /v’ — 

clerks of the ollices of Il(‘ads of Departments, rtwisioii 
of the pay of— ... 119 

financial Relations (knmnitt^e 192 

(looiiihtisni in Buirabazar 470 

Memiiers of the Legislative ('ouncil, iut‘ of tlie t it !e 

I lon 'ble " b\ . . . 3S 

Mymensingh, imrchase of furnitiii’e for the c]\il 

courts in the (list I’ict of ... ... 192 

Mymensingh the sheristadar of tiie District Judge’s 

(Vuirt ... 190 

N(‘trokona, alleged incident in the Civil Court of the 

Munsif of— ... 1 s8 

J9*ovincial Servi(‘4:‘s, prospeiJs of memtiers of — ... 284 


spoke to resolution - 

Ills Majesty’s (lovernment, the ILglit llon'lile Mr E. 

S Montagu and the Right Ilon’ble Lord Sinlia of 
Raigpur, cmigratulations to — for the Reforms 09, 

70, 78 


lIuHi pRK i:s - 


Sve Resolutions 


TLndeey, lloN'm.E Mh — 


spokt‘ to r(‘solution r' — 

Dacca School of Engineering, iinjirovernent and 

moditicaticai of the status of the — '-^43 

! loOK-WORM — 

Sve Questions 
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India*} Industrial ('ummission - 
Questions 

1 RU H ; AT I ( >N C O M M I TV KK — 

See Questions 

Irwin, Hon iili Mr. }{ R. A — 
asked questions re 


KurstM)!!^, insanitarv eoiulition of RJ 

lea (listi iet^, ei)ulenm‘ ol cholera in the of \oi thern 

Rein^al ... 12 

moved I’esolutioiis re - 

l^astern Ben^oil l^nlvvay. extension of tlie hroad 
^auo(* svsteni of the from Santahar to Silij^ui'i 
faetories, urovision for sanitarv eoiivcMiienc'es and 

applianees no 87 

spoke to [‘(‘solutions re-- 


Ilis, lAeellenev the\h('erov, eon\(‘\anee of thanks 
to- for his <^U‘nei‘ous and praelieal svmpalliy with 
Indian jiolitical aspii'ations Hli 

ni(‘ssa^e expressinj^ loval and dutiful homage to III^ 

Imperial Majesty the King Kmpe?‘or tin 


J 


♦1 ITCOHS 

See Qu(‘Stioss • ResolutK)Ii^ 
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Kala a/ak 

S('e Quest ions 

KvSI M, 1 iox'iu.i. M Al LVl AiU’L 


asked (juestions re — 

Additional Se^sioio diidge (d‘ iknisal. all(‘g(*(J inei 

dent in the court of the - 122 

* 

Mynieiisingh. r(*pres(‘ntat ion of Muhammadans on 

Local and District Ihiards in 111 

moved resolutions le — 

C'lty ('ivil (d)urt, estahli^hmeiit (d‘ a — at ('al 

cutta Isl 

Jiagaiij, estahlishment of a separate ami indt‘peii 
(lent miiiiicipalitv at - ... 174 

Ketugiam and Mangalkote thaiias of the Huidwan 
distrRl, protection of the — from tlic normal floods 
of the Ajai river . . ... 177 

ne\vspa[)ers and ju'esses I’escission of all liarsh res- 
trictions on — ... ... 2(19 
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K\-^r.M, Hon’ble Matlyi Amn.--c()nrhided. 


F'age. 


to n ‘solutions re — 

(ioveriiniorit ^ulxndinate^ aii<! otlier* luinisterial offi- 
(•(‘]^s. nii|)rf>\ (‘inoiit of pay and p^’ospects of — in 
J^o!iy;al ... lOO 

Ills I^xccdlenoy the Vuerov. eonu'yariee of thanks 
to — for Ins <j;(‘n(‘]*oi;s and praetical syinpathy with 
! iidian jioliti'-i I aspirations ... 

Ills Ma j(‘st\ s ( iM\ eiaiinent . tlie liiylit tloii'hle Mr. 

E S MoiitaYti and tlie l^iydit llon'hle Lord Sinha 
of JLaJpnr, coiiLtratnlat Ions to for the JLd'orms 72 

niessa^’e expi es^i 11 ^^ loyal and diitifii! hoina^'e to His 
hill, (‘rial Ma |(‘sty [h(‘ K in^- !'h[i[)eror hi 

withd rt'W reesolntions / e 

( ity (‘ivil (han't estahl ishtnenf of a — at Lai 

caitla .. ... . iKii 

d lay, all], estahiisl iiient of a separate and indo 

pendinit innnieipa lity at ... ... 177 

Ketnyrani and Manyalkoto thanas of ih(* Bnrdwan 
distriet. proteetion oi the- t'lopi the iioiinal floods 
of the Ajai riv(*r 1^1 


L 

Li siaiy 1 1,)\ nrr Mh. F M. — 
asked (juest ion re — - 

Doveton Lolleye and Trust Ihinds ... 057 

spok(‘ to rt^sohitioijs /< — 

Anylo-Indian eoniinnnity in tlie IL‘fornied Benya i 
Leyislatae t'oiiiieiL dro])])iny of the j>roposal of 
adott my tw o more .seats to the -- 71S 

(jcneral Furopean const it neiic) in the Ilefornied 
B(‘nyal Lt'^islative Lonneil. droppmy of th(‘ 
pr(>posal of allottiny four more seats to the 712 

Lownn 1 Inisio.x Llkkks - 
Ser truest ions 

Lowi n Si HonniXATE Jhna'ATiown Skhvice— 

Nee Qiu'st ions. 

M 


Mr.iu'WTi^ r M vkixe- 
Se{ (^iK'stions. 


Mi/rronoi ocisi's or LAiaa^TTA — 

Nee (finest ions 

iMitha Bajiadi n. [Iox'hek Bm MAnrxoKA Chaxdiiv 
asked questions /e— 

Anrieultiiral School, {imposed- at Lhinsurah ... 41 (t 

Ayricnltmal Service, the research and administra- 
tive sect ions of the — ... ... ... ... 4 Bl 
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MiTRA BaHADUH. IIoN RLE R\1 (’HANI)1^\ rontnnnj, 

asked quest — 

Arniiil)ai::h sulxlivisuin. outluvak ul‘ iidiuenza in 
the- ‘ 

lk‘lur. ae(jUisition of land at on the i'.asl India * 
Railway 

Bengal 1 eyisla; i\ t' lX’|>artin< nt. )»a\ of the lo\\t*i’ 
di\ iMon a^si^t;(nt^ (d‘ tlie- 

Bengal !\‘iiane\ .\rt. eninn iitatmn » jjs 'n il!' 
llie 

hei'i liei'i. outhreak of in t|ov\'.'.h 
Tity Boiirts ♦‘-tahhslii'i'Mil )*f .a (’al<:.:ta 
])iie-t' !' <'t X^EK ult ni-(\ the Olliriatiny 
Director (.1 Aeiieidt lOtc the {»<)•.! of 
East Indian Railwax. concession tick(‘ts on the - 
1‘hasl Indi.in Khiil\\a\, n<»n i^siu* of ordinarx rcliP’ii 
tickets h\ -- 

East Indian Raihxax, sjanB- lor passengers at 
ilooLdilx (dial ami (iarifa statnais on 
I'h‘isl(n'ii and Wh'^tcrn distrn'i^ m Ihni^aL pax of niin 
istiO'ial ollicei's (Miiplox tal in tlie 
Ihrncaiiona I Service inferior prompt ots m tlu* oi 
M A 's am! M S( in Seienci* 

Iccdc?' road'- con>>t riict ion oi - 

Dai ifa '-tat loll i Ira si I mil a. n Idiilxx ay ) . iiiconvtMiience 
of pa ss(*] liters at 

IIat(‘rkooi hathiny" ydiat in lloo^lily, al!(‘o-(Ml ^I’iex 
ance in ( oiau'ct ion with th(‘- 
lloopdilx . i‘\ca\ation of tanks and intMaiiino oj roads 
in ccHain siihdivisions of tli(‘ district of 
lloooiilx nxer. a rt ilici.i! a* ciaM ions to 1 he 

Hook worm investigation 

Hoxvrah. tranicon Bam hanontoiia Road 
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Kannnoos. pax of district 77H 

Marlin A Do's line mcidcnts on Mr^ssrs in 

Howiah llih 

ministerial oflicers. travidlmit allowances hrr-- 7;V2 

overhridit'c, construction of an at the jnmdionot 

Damson Ixoad and Strand Road 27 ^ 

port (’onimis'-ioiHO's' r.'rrx steamers 7o‘d 

Prrrxincial Educational Sorvice, ajrpointment of 

District Inspt‘ctor- in 27H 


Provincial ami Siihordinate Iidiicational Services 472 


I’rovincial and Siihordinate Ealucational Servic'-s, 

lecturers am: rlemon^trators in • ... 471 

Hainkristopur/7/o7’ land, rent of — 75^1 

road troll) M a ties to Rislira, narrowness of thr^ 
main — ... ... ... h50 

Sanita^rv profiaeamla work ... Shd 

Siihdividonal Oflicru' of Tamliik. the ease of Ikabii 

Salish (diandra Majumdar,— ... ^(>4 



XVI 


iNDrx 


Page, 

Mitjm Pahadur, Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Phandra — concluded. 

Bsked questions re — 

Subordinate Educational Service, pay of officers of — 
and provision for 18 dischai|,a‘d oHiceis from that 
service ... ... ’ 21 \} 

teacdiers, transhu* of — from (ioveriimeiit high s(;hrK)ls 

to (lovernment normal scliools .410 

Veterinary inspectors, increase in tlie |)ay of — ... 400 

moved resolution rc-~ 


(jlovernmcmt suboi-dinates and other ministerial 
oHic^ers, improvement of pay and pros|)e(‘ts of — in 
Hengar ... 104 

spfvke to resolut io'iis re — 

Pengal Tenancy A(‘t (Vf!! of 1885), amendment of 
section 1511 A of the — .. ... ... 457 

liigh prices, control of — ... ... (>04 

Ketugram and Mangalkote thanas of the Burdwan 
district, prot(‘ction of the -from the normal fl^xxls 
of the A lai river ... 1 7S 

m(‘ssag(‘ (‘xpfwssing loyal and dutiful homage to II is 

Imperial Ma jesty the King Empc'i’or 04 

Subordinate* Civil S(*rvice. seEeme of ])ay by time 

scale for the — ... ... 8] *2 


MtTTER, IIon'bLeMr. V . (\ 

moved resolutions re — 

Bengal Tenancy Act (X'llI of 1*^85). amendm(‘nt of 
section 15^1 A of tlie — 45f) 

mexlical scliools, opening of more* -in Ikmgal 441) 

s])oke to resolutions re — 

financial ndat ions l>et ween tlu* fudian and Provincial 
(jovt*ninK‘nls, message of disapjioiiitimmt at the 
draft rules relating to^ — 705 

liigh [)ri(‘(‘s, control of— ... 01)2 

ills Ma](*sty’s (jiov(M*nm(‘nt , the Right Ilon’ble 
Mr W S Montagu and the Right Hon’ble Lord 
Sinlia of Raipur, congratulations U ) — for the 
Reforms ... 74 

message ex|)ressing loval and dutiful homage to Ilis 
, Imperial Majesty tlie King-Emperor 62 

Mookerjkf, IIon’hle Sir R K - 

spoke to resolution re — — 

Dacca S<*hool of Engineering, improvement and 


modification of the status of the — ... ... 842*^' 

Mukummi, TIon’bt.e BabI’ Siv Narayan - 
asked questions re — 

Damodar. floods in the — ... 132 

Damodar Public Works Division ... ... 653 

Damodar river ... ... 652 

Damodar Standing Committee ... 653 
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Page. 

MrKH\RJi, Hon'ble Babi’ Siv Narvyan — conrl } tded . 
aske<i questioi/s re — 

(‘loctiuii^ to tlio Kofoniied Council, education of the 
ina.sscs in the matter of ~ .. 

Loa\(‘ 1 ‘ Snl»orduate Kdiusat ioiial Servicr. ?'t‘o?‘L(anisa 

tion of tlie- . rd2 

P 

Pai, Hahadi r, Hon'bi.k Rai Radha Ch\k\n - 
asked questions re - 

Accounts oliices, saiu'tion of a tune scalt‘ pav in 

the ‘ lla 

Bandel Harharvva loop Iiih‘. nuamveiiience to pas 

seni^^ers on the God 

Ho^ra accjuisition of land in for dudc;(‘'s (juarters 

and police barracks S72 

Bo^ra Jail ... 77r> 

l)raina‘:^e ( ‘oniniittee, projects !•ec•olnmend(‘d b\ 

the ^ 742 

f(,M‘r\ st(‘ain(Ts, overcrow dini^ on 777 

Finance Department I'Aaniinat ion 7d7 

‘ Ganp^a SauL^ar Mi In, (‘pideniics and tlie 1 1 1 

(iovernment Darijiin estate 77b 

IIackne\ Carnajjje 1 )e[)artment, thev . H 

Irrij^mtion Coininittee, projects n^coimncMled b\ 
tlie 741 

lower division clerks, increase' of (he scale of |)ay ol 

th(‘ of tli(* Secretariat b 

patK'iits in hospitals, t'xperinu'iit.s (ni . 7 

jiroceediiies of tlie ('aiciitta I inproveMuent Trust 

and of tlie Ikirt (Commissioners 741 

railwa\ line, c-onst met ion of a from ,les.sore to 

l-'aridpui’ II 

sale of ferr\ tickets b\ the Port ( 'ommissioiK'i s. dis 

continuance' of thi' ov(*r »('rtain route's lb 

saiiitaiw surve‘\ of the* pro\ nice 277, 

747 

Tolh s Auliali, (iraiid 'rrunk (’anal and Damodai 

(’anal projects , 742 

moved resolution re - 

messa^m ex[>ressinj^ loyal and dutiful honiaj^e to Ills 

Imperial Majesty the K ing-Finperor ... oG 

s})oke to resolution rr 

Ills Majesty's Government, the Ri;^ht Hon’ble 
i\Ir K S Montagu and the Right Ilon’ble Lord 
Sinha of Rai[)ur, cejngratulations to for the 
Reforms ... t)7 

Political Prisoners 

See Questions. 

President's addresses ... ... 47 

IHo, b44 
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Prices Committee — 

See Quest ions 
Provincial services— 

See Questions : Resolutions. 
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Questions re — 

Accounts offices, snnction of a tiiiie-sca ;c |>a\ in 

the— ... . . 115 

Additional Sessions dudge of Barisal, alleged inci- 
dent in the Court of the— ... ... 122 

Agricultural farms, establishment of — in ceitain 
filaccs ... .137 

Agricultural School, projiosed at Cliinsiuali .. 410 

Agricultural Service, the I’csearcli and a liijinL>ti‘a- 

tive sec-tions of the ... ... ... 413 

Agriculturists, indebtedness of — in districts in 

Bengal ... ... ... (;25 

Allpore Central Jail Press, appoial mtun of Khan 
Sahib Munshi Ismat Ali as ()^’erseel of the - ... 1 

allowances to Covernnient oflicers owing to liigh 

prices ... ... .. 7t)* 

anthra.x, prevalence of - ... 

anti-malarial campaign, a<loplion of the Panihati 
system of in country ai'i'as Jii the Oa'. - a 
Division ... ... ... 895 

ajifieals and revision cases, numbm* of certain — . . 77!g 

Arambagh subdivision, outbreak of intiiicnz:! in 

the ... ... .. 541) 

Aricha and Dacca. Road .. 520 

armed force inspectors, coinpensatoiw adowan* 

to- ' .. ..034 

Assam Bengal Railway, ai'C'ommodatKm for tlioai 
and intermediate class jiassengers on the ... 542 

Assam Bengal RaiUvay, want of various con- 
veniences for ])ilgrims at Sitakund station on 
the— ... ' ... ... ... 292 

Bandel-BarharwTi loop line, inconvenience to pas- 
sengers on the ... ... ... 654 

Becharam Lahiri, alleged police aiinoyaiu'e of 
Babu — ... ... ‘ ... 117 

Becharam laihiri, beipiest of Balm- and the Santi- 
|)ur Municipality ... ... ... 186 

Belur, acquisition of land at— on the East Indian 

Railway ... ... 754 < 

Bengal Engineering College, training of student^ of 

the- ... ... ^ ... ... 469 

Bengal lascars, nautical school for training of— ... 292 

Bengal Legislative Council, voters for the 
Reformed — ... ... 544 

Bengal Legislative Department, pay of the lower 

division assistants of the— ... ... 409 

Bengal Pilot Service ... ... .641 
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Questions re — cotit ifi ued. 


Beii^ntl IMot Servic-e. ai^pointmeut of Indian^ in 
the- 

Beiii^al Teiianc'v Ai't, conunntation cases uiuler 
t!ie ' 

Bengal Villa;^‘e Std i ( io\e?‘nineiit A< t, exteiisKui 

(>i tl't' 

hei‘1 iuMM, (uitlu'i'ak of in II(o\r:ili 
Bliai]'ai» ha/ai'. protc. lum <^1 !roin l!ir (*!’ 

the Mt'Lrhna 

' • ’ 1 i\ ;k1i 1 ia stcMMier si"'' !'•(' 

Board of Hexauiue al)olition of the — 

Boi^ra. a(<iinsition of land in for dud‘j:eA nnaiKu’s 
an<: jioliri' harrark> 

Boor;i dad 

Ihi^i’a and SiraiLian]. railwax Inn* lu’twrtni 
Boinhax and Idutial Ih'oxinces ( Io\ (‘rnmeiit . lu‘ad 
ijinill:'! ^ of 

lhailer. l actorv arid '^nioki* imisanc(‘ inspcv loi's 
Biiniia I’lce 

Thii'ina rir*\ food \ahH‘s oj- 
t^iirnia nr(‘ and slainlard cloth 

(\ah‘iitta Madras>^a. lillini^ np of the jKist (d Head 
Manivi ol iIk' 

cattle, (^xport of oiKsnIe Biui^al 

ces,^ r(^\ a Illation, a!l(‘;^nn| ill(‘‘.’alit les in noiiiuMdioii 
with 

Cdiandi (diaraii Xa^, the case of 

(diittait<)no Ak\ah Ivailwa' 

riiittai»()iiu Pollc'j^e 

CdioaliaMa^iira st(‘ain(‘r service 

(ht\ ('oiirts, estahiishriHMil of in (’alciilta 

(hvil Court peons 

Civil Sei'vic(* UcLpilations, Biucal oIIicims and arti 
cles (r) and dTo of lh(‘ 
chTks of 1 he olh< cs ol Heads of Hi^partnaaits nwision 
(tf th(‘ pay of- 

cleiks in th(‘ oflic'c^ oi In^piM-tor^ and I)(‘puly Iii^pec 
t' a's , )! Schools niiinlx*!’ of 
^ 1 )th tor PAMpu'al, slaiida i d- 

co.il fields, evenino clasv''. at 
coahMi}>])ly in and round Calcutta 
coke, siarcity of — 

coniniunicatioii ))etwt‘en Calcutta .md Da'oa and Dac 
ca and Aricha . . % 

constables of the lienoal Polict* pay uf-- 
(H) (‘piy'ative societies, inspectors of 
cqwists and typists in (dvil (hairts 
c p\ ists and typists, memorial of the— in tie* office 
of tlie Magistrate of Bakarganj 
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Questions re — rmitinue^/. 

Criminal Intelligence Department, increase in the 
establishment of the — ... ... 470- 

()72 

(Viiriinal InUOligencc Deparlinent , strength and ex- 
penses of the Special Intelligence Department of 
th(' — ... ... ... 

cyclone-affected areas, distribution of pulse seeds in 

the — ... 142 

cyclone, relief of the bhadralofi sufferers from the 

recent- ... ... . . 43 

Dacx\‘i Agricultural Farm ... 7H0 

Dacca Agricultural Institute ... ... 755 

Dacxa-Aricha Hail way 765 

Dacca as the .second caj)ital of the PresiderK‘\ and 

diffi(*nlties of communication 748 

Dacca ('ollege, admission of stinlent^ to the 5th year 

class of th(‘ — 742 

Dacca College hostels 20 

Dac(‘a District Hoar<l, election of Chairman b;, 
the-- 762 

Dacca J)ivision, birth and deatlj iaie>, sanitation, 

eU*., in— ... ... . 884 

Dacca Dnision, number of elected members ol dis 
trict and local boards in- 885 

Dacca, intermediate (‘olleges at 631 

Dacca Law College, affiliation of ... 880 

Dacca Law College and Dac*ca ('ollege 882 

Dacca Law (College, relation of--to Dacoa (’ollegi' 879 

Dacca Law College, .se|)aration of - from Dacca 
College . . 883 

Dacc'a Eden Female School ()55 

Dac(*a Medical School students 668 

Dacca move of the Government, discontinuance of 
the— ... ... .744 

Dacca move and Legislative C'ouncil ... 739 

Dacca and Myniensingh districts, im|)iovements of 
' liver navigation in — ... 285 

Dacca Sewarage Scheme ... 655 

Dacca Cniversity ... 285, 

656, 657 

Dacca Cniversity, appointment.^ under — 764 

Dacca T'liiversity, approiiriation ',f present buildings 
and construction of new buildings for — . . . 795 

Dacea llniversity, drafting of Ordinances and Re- 
gulations for— ... ... 762 

Dacca Cniversity, formation of certain faculties in 

coniiectioii with — ’ ... ... 773 

Dacca Cniversity, functions of the special officer 

for— ‘ ... ... ... 792 
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Questions re- -rontnniefl. 

I)ai‘un I niversitv, residential aeeoininodation of stu 
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tahtfxmn fees . ... S53 

Tan^ail insanil.arv coiMlition of 89G 

tea districts, epuhanic of (‘holeia in tlie -of Xorth- 
erai Bengal 

teachers in (iovcrnmeiit higli schools ... 750 

tcachecs, ])ay and prospiads of ... 750 

t(\ach(‘r.s, trainsferof from ( ho maimciit In^h sehools 

to (hotTnment normal schools ... ... 410 

Tolly's Nullah, (jlrand Trunk Poial and Damodar 

Panal projects 7 hJ 

trains hetwinm Bandel and Naihati, provision of 
lights in — ... ... ... 40 

trains runuing to and from llowi’ah, .iIIc^cm! o\t‘r 

crowding of intei’ c lass compartments in- Pi 

ti'ansit h\ ]*ail and steamers, theft of fruits and other 

edihles dinang 771 

t?M\t‘liiug allowaiu'c, !*eviscMl rules of - 417 

(’ni\c*rsit\ Science ('ollc‘ge (Calcutta), admission 
of certain siudents in the 7ld 

rpendi'a Nath Itoy of Hharra, memorial hy one sO 1 

Vernaeiilai’ d'eachers' Service, annual increment of 

teachcM’s of the s9*J 

A ernacular Teachers’ Service, promotion of certain 

oflicers of — to the Suhordinat^ Educ*at lonal Ser\ ice ^9 1 

\Tdcrinarv inspectors, incnaise in the pa\ of- 409 

village chaukidars ... ... ‘iio 

water-ways divisions and subdivisions ... 667 

wheat, exportation of — from India ... ... 664 

. working classes, liousing ac*commodation for — ... 871 

working and |>oorer middle classes in Calcutta, 

housing ac(‘ommodatioTi for — ... ... 871 


R 

Rajshahi — 

NVc Questions. 

Ray. IIon’ble Baiiu Bhabexdra (’handra - 
asked questions re — 

Alipore Centra] Jail, apfiointinent of Khan Sahib 
Munshi Ismat Ali as Overseer of the — . . . 145 



INDEX. 
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I'age. 


TIon’ble Babi’ Bhahkndiu C'nwniu rontintKd. 


asked (jiiestivnis rr— 

Boalnian- KiishtKi steamer servur 7.% 

Burma nee ... ... 78*d 

Burma rice, food valnevs of — ... ... IM 

(/haiuii ('liarau Nai^, the case of — 674 

C'hoatia Ma^oira steamer service 77)7 

elotli for lUuipid, standard — ... 281 

coke, seareity (4-^ ... ... 147 

('riiiniia] Iiitelhgc^nee nc‘|»artmerit , increase in llie 
estahliNiiiiieiit of Uic 47'h <»72 


C'riminal Intelligcmee Department, strengtli and 
expcmses of the Sp(\-ial Intelli^mnce Departnumt 
of thc‘ — ... 148 

c\elom\ rc'lief (d' ifie hlnidni/,' i reiv (roin the 


reccujt — 

Department of lndu>tries in BcMii^al . . 

nnridc'ascNl in Bim^al 

Dinnlor of Information, cnsttion of a post of 
D\er I'tind," siihsenption to ihc' — 

J)\er I’lind." siihs^-ript ion, »nder of Madras (io\ 
eriinuMit m regard to — 
ferry st(*amc‘r, dc'tcMitioii of a — 

//c//-loot ing eases, prisoners in 
tlalhanwallahagli MiMinnnal ImiikI, suliseription to 
,li‘ssort‘ (lislriet, apportionment ol o>^ts oi tiie 
rcM'ord of fights op(‘rations m- 
Jessore district lieadiju irtei’s 
tlessort‘ Jhenida Railway 

Kri.sliiia Vloliaii lhinc‘r)(‘e, ptgitionoi i o i diai' in.m 
(’aleiitta Roll d’nist 

licjinn' and drugs, lieen.scvs for sale of intox u at.ing- 
Magura and dessore, railway conncHtion hcdwecm— 
Magura, steamcu* s(*rviec‘ in the suImIi vision of — 
motor eai’> and taxi lahs, minienl^ none 1 h\ 
]ai\ate 

}K)litieal prisoners and (h tmus 

jiolitical prisomu's, rtdea.se of— * 

Prices ( 'oni in it t(*c* 

]^'nati<»n rn .-taiwat nm dnatli an I snimde due to 
acute — 


43 

872 

281 

77 )^ 

870 

87t) 
(>72 
7 7)(> 
870 

^72 

im 

070 


280 

000 

77)7 

70d 

30 

070 

783 


FVovincial Ser\ic(‘ ofhcer-, transport of personal 
effects of 2nd (da.ss— ... 768 

Public Works J tepartinent. improvement of the [>ay 
and prosjiects of the* navigation establishment 
of the — ' ... ... ... 4 Hi 


Public Works Department, system of jiavrnent of c*/>ri- 

rrautors under th<‘ 470 

Rebati ('haran Nag, tbe case of — 074 

Reforms, o])inionsof public a^^Mt'-ial ion- tai cpiestions 
of — 


28J 
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Page. 

tv’AY, Hon’ble Babu Bhabe:ndra Chandra — concludmi. 
asked questions /t" — 

Reforms, piiblieatioii of tin* reeomTi:eiidatioiis of the 
a(]visary eonimittee a})|)ointed to consider draft 

rules in connection with the — ... ... 410 

Rice Controller, cases of fraud committed by export- 
ers or other traders on — ... ^08 

rice, {.‘ontrol of export of — from Bengal ... 153 

rice, food values of — of different standards ... 154 

rice, increase in the index prices of — ... 153 

rice, increase in the price of- 15L^ 415 

rice, intei’-proviiK'ial movement of 

rice })osition in P>engal 3H 

rice question 14^> 

rural improvement, pi’oj)osnl legislatl^e measures 

for- ... . . ... 140 

Sntkliira siilxlivision, distress in cei'tain areas in 

the ... ... 473 

scarcity and distress in part of Ib'esideiu'y of Ben- 
gal ... . ’ t;7*J 

standard cloth, revival of -and preserit stock ot‘ 

cloth ... ... ... ... 780 

starvation or ])rivati()n reports of cases of death and 

suicide from — ... ... 757 

starvation, suicide to evade — ... ... 801t 

suicmle, (‘ases of — ^iveacli subdivision of Faridpur 

<listrict ... ... 771 

suicide due to starvation, alleginl case of ... 071 

Sulkea Salt Colalis, pur’cliase and sale of salt and 

shoi’tage of supph at 2"^!* 

travelling allowance, revise<l rules of ..417 

WT)rking classes, housing ac'C'oniinodation for — S71 

w^orking and poorer middle classes in Calcutta, 

housing accommodation for- ... ... 871 

moved resolution 

high prices, control of - ... ... ... 679 

spoke to resolution /r — 

His Majesty's Government, the Right Hon’ble Mr. 

K S Montagu and the Right Hon'ble Lord Sinha 
of Raipur, congratulations to for the Re 
forms .. .. ... ... 86 

Ray, Hon'ble Kt.mar Shib Shekharkswar — 
asked (juestions re — 

Rajshahi District Board, non-rej)resentation of 
Hindus of Nator subdivision on-- ... 284 

Rajslialii Division, settlenient oj)erations fur— 284 



]\nrx xxxiii 

Page 

li\\\ Hon ri.e Kumah Shib Shekhaiieswab- antdudeiL 
moved resolution re — 

Palma, protective works to save- from further 

erosion by the river Ihidiua 91) 

spoke to resolution re- 

Ilis Kxeelleiu'v the ^ leeros , (‘onvevaiu e of thanks 
to— for his i^nmerous and practical syiiipathx 
with Indian political aspirations R3 

Rvy, Hon'rlk lUnr SruENDUA Nath - 
asked (juestion re - 

political prisoners, release of . ‘dS 

inove<l T•esolution re 

finaiuaal relations betwetui the Indian and ProMii 
cial (iovernineiits, message of disappoint inent at 
tlie draft I'ules relatiiiij; to (>97 

spoke to resolutions re - 

high jirici's, eont rol of . 1 

Ilis Ma jesl\ 's ( io\ (‘rnnamt . the Right Iloii bk^ 

Mr S Montagu and th(‘ Right Ilon bli* Lord 
Siidia of Raipiiia c(mgratulations to for the 
l^eforni^ . 

diagaiij (‘st ablislinient of a separate and ind(‘pen 
dent iiiunicipalit \ at 

niessage e\pre‘ssing lo\al and dutiful honiagi* to Ills 

Imperial Majesty tli(‘ lx mg lanpiM-or oK 

newspapers and jiresses, rescission of all harsli it* 

strictions on .. 07 p 

R \v Baii A uru, Hox’iua l\\i Shi \ \th 
asked (juest ions />' 

agriculturists, indebtedn(‘ss of ^ in districts in ]k*n- 
gal . . 

J^engal \ illage Self ( io\ (*imm(‘iit Act. (‘\t(*nsion of 

the - ... 745 

I)ac(‘a and Myniensingh districts, improvenients ol 

rivt‘r navigation in ... ... 2^5 

distress in Bengal * (»2b 

l.asteiTi Bengal, in)pr‘o\ tmamts of kluih in , 2Sr> 

ediu ational S(‘r‘vic(*s reorganisation of cei’tain 79d 

Gopalganj, destitution in . (i2b 

high sc'hools, impi’oveinent of (ioxernna'iit ^ 7H9 

Narayangaiij raihva\ station, waiting room at ^75 

Nawal»])ur Road (Dacca), overbridge crossing on 

the . . . ^70 

Provincial ('ivil Service, arrangement cfinsefjuent 

on I’evision of the cadre of ... ^77 

Provincial Judnaal Service, reiTuitment f'T 

the^ ... ... 759 

Secondary Education Scheme, [irornotion under 
the - * ... ... «75 

Subordinate Jalucational Service . 7^9 
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Page. 

Hay IUhadur, Hon'hle Rai Ski Nath — concluded. 
asked questions re 

SuhordiiiHte Pivil Service, f)rol»ationary Deputy 

Collectors selec'ted from - ’ ^^77 

Subordinate Civil Service, var-ancies in the — ... 87(> 

Subordinate Kducational Service, jiroinotions 
in— ... ... ... ... 7b8 

.‘■;])<^)l;e to resol ut i(»ns re 

Disti’ict Hoards, larger rej)r(‘sentation on from 

coni]>arat ivel\ insanilar\ aieas ... ... So.') 

His Ma jesty’s Co\ernnient. tlie Hon’ble Mr. 

E. S Montan-u and the Rin)it Hon'ble Lord Sinlia 
of R.aij)ur, congratulations to — for llie ]{e 
bu’ms . ..72 

Ray CuArniirKi, Hon'bij: Haiu’ I^)Ko.ikm)ka Kisinm ---- 
asked (juestions le-- 

anli malarial campaign, adoption of tli(‘ Panihati 
system of in c;oun(ry areas in the Paca a Divi 
Sion . 

Assam-H(‘nga! I\ad\\a\, want of \ai'i()ns conveni 
ences for pdgrims at Sitakiind station on tin* 

Bengal lascars, nautical schools foi* ti’amingoi - libl? 

T^bairab bazar, jirotection of fi'om the erosion of 
the Meghna . 

boiler, factory and smoke nuisance insj)ectoi‘s tUii’ 

Burma ri(‘e and standard (loth ... 

cess revaluation, alleged dhsga lities in connection 

'vitli . . ‘ ^ ... .. (i 7 :) 

communication between Calcutta and Dacca and 
Dacca and Aricha 

cyclone af 1 (‘('ted areas, distT ibution of jinlsc* seeds 

in tlie- ... ... . ]A2 

Dacca Aricha liailway ... ... 7 tt'> 

Dacca College liostels ... ... 

Da(‘ca District fh)ard, election of Chairman b\ 

the . . 7 (iO 

Daccai Division, number of elected members of 

District and Local Boards in — ... SSe 

Da(‘ca Law College, affiliation of— ... ... S^t) 

Dacca Law College and J)acca College . . 

Dacca! Law' College, I’elation of — to Dacca 

College ... ... ... ... S 7 h 

Dac'ca Law' College, separation of — from Dacca 
College ... ... ... ... 

Dacca IMedical School students ... .. (>(>8 

Dacca rniveiasity ... ... ... Ov 5 

Daccai Cnnersity, appointments under — 7iit 

I)acca Cni\ersity, appropriation of present build 

mgs, and coitstruction of new' buildings for-- ... 795 

Dacca [iniversity, drafting of Ordinances and Regu 

lations for — ... ... 7 (;o 

Dacca I iiiversity, lormation of faculties in connec- 
tion wdth— ... ... 77 :^ 
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ChAUDHURI, Hon’BLE KwW l^KOJKNDRA IvlSHoR (‘(tn f i n ih'd . 
asked questions — 

Daeea [ ni\ei'sit\ , funetions of the speeial otlieer 
for — . 

Daeea I’niversit}. residential aei oininodaluui of 
students of law and teaeluiii; departiuenis of 
the — ... ... TS'^ 

Dac'ca Vnivei’sity, \dc*e Idianeellor of the 77d 

Department of Industries 

mo 

Dejmly f'olleetors, hloek in eertain of the grades 

of— . . . . . dt) 

Director of A^'rieulture and l''ishenes <»<►! 

Director of Iiulustiie.s ... 

D»r>, (ids, (i(i() 

Direcloi’ ul I ii'lu-sl nc^. work (k*nc h\ the ;U 

distress in dilleitMil distrii-ts ot Hen|;al 7sd 

d-awiii^ <uid ;^\ iiina^t ICS leasters of liii;h scla^ols, 

pl’olliotlol) ol . s^7 

ditiL;.s, iiiaiiul ;u’t u I’c of from Indian nMNlimna! 

j>laiits . . I'j;) 

1‘dieii lliL',h School, coii\c\aiice a rra n}:,(‘ments lor 
jj^iiis ot 

1 inanci' I n‘p.i rliiamt , enrolled list ol olhct'i's in 

the ... .. .. 7<)0 

jjjrls, intei'medi.ittM'ollej^e tor m Dacca 
( io\ ei’iimmil headijiiartcus at Dacca, l(»i’alion of 

for two months in the \ear ... .. 7<ih 

(.jo\ eriimeiit /ilia schools, tt‘\t hool^.>^ in the in the 

1 •residt'iicN and Ihirdwan Di\isioiis d'J 

Imperial A| 4 'ricultuiM I Smwici'ot Ihmi^al 1)00 

Indian Industrial ( 'onimissioii, can \ me, out of the 

recommendat ions ot t he dl^ 

liisjiec toi's of l actoi le.^ and lioiler Inspectors undei 

(Jo\eriiment ... ... ... do 

iiiteriiualiate colh‘^c*s, voiatioiial clas.ses in — ... 771 

kdld-nzm cases, medical ladud in 7!tl 

l\..malohat ( Muiislnean j ) , sttaimer ronni'ctioii 

witli — •• ••• d3 

lower diMsion c ler ks, scale ot pay ot llu‘ ^ in the 

Accounts olhces ... Idd 

tower* diNisrori c lei’ks. sc*ali* ol pav oi the in the 

l^eni^al Sec rrlarrat dd 

lower primaiN, iii)i)er- primai'v and mnldle lai^drsh 
.schools in Mamkj^aii j amri'ani^ail, number of- 
J.ower Subordinate Educational Servic'c and cjutsidc* 

tn’aded'serx'ice, jU’omotion of oiliccu’s in 771 

Manik^mii], Tan^mil and other areas, .-^anitary eon 
. ditioii of- in the Dacca Division .. dl 

Mercantile Marine, Ben<^al, seamen in tlie - 
MeteSroloo'ists of Calc'utta b.d) 

motor acc‘idents in (hdcutta .. do 

Mvmensingh-Bhairab-bazar* Railway . ^ b5 
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Ray Phaudhuri. Hon'rle Rare Broiendra Kistiok — (( ntcl tided . 
asked (juestions ir — 

MvnieiKsin^h settlemeut, excess collection of cost 
'iiE- ... ... ... ... 784 

officers holding dual }K)sts ... ... 77d 

f)a})er mamifacture in Beiifj^al ... ... 

pas.seri^er steamers, fnirdah accommodation on 

inland— ... ... ... ... 884 

pay of certain services, cost of revision of-- ... 2S8 

Preventive Service, aj)pointment of Indians to 
the — ... ... ... .. do 

primary schools under the Court of Wards ... dO 

Provincial Civil Service, ])i‘omotion list of the mem- 

l){‘rs of the ... 1 4 1 

Provincial Civil Service, time-scale of pay of the — .. do 

Kan^aniati High English School, hill allowance to 

teachers of tlie — ... ... Hd‘J 

rice, exportation of— from Bengal ... (i7d 

Sainthia police-station, birth and death rates in 

for the last ten years ... ... 7tM) 

Sainthia police-station in Pabna, reclamation of the 

swamps in- ... 774 

salaries of public servants, revision of-- . (>(M 

Salimulla ('ollege at ICinina, affiliation of — s78 

Sanitary Drainage Act, a])])lication of- in Dacca 

Division and ihabna district ... IK) 

sanitary education of villages ... 8b f 

sanitary suiwey of Mainkganj 8b4 

Sanskrit ediu'ation ... btid 

Sanskrit hAuuninations, number of persons who have 

passed the — . . ... 414 

second pundits and maulvis ... 8bl 

secondary and intermediate education for Bengal, 

board for ... ... 770 

Serajganj station, waiting-room at - ... 785 

settlement operations, cost of— in Bengal 800 

Sibpur College ... ... ... 700 

Smoke Nuisances' Commission, Indians as lns[)(‘c- 

tors under the — ... ... ... 142 

Subordinate Judicial Service, ])rospe(‘ts of the — 145 

sugar manufacture in Bengal ... ... 787 

Dpendra Nath Roy of Bharra, memorial by one- 8b>d 

Vernacular Teachers' Service, annual increment (d 

teachers of the ... ... 892 

Vernacular Teachers’ Service, promotion of certain 
officers of the— to the Subordinate Ealucationnl 
Service ... ... ... 891 

waterways divisions and subdivisions . . . f>67 

wheat, exfiortation of — from India ... 0»()4 


Reforms — 

See Questions. 
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Resolutions re — 

Anj^lo- Indian rommnnity in the Reformed Bengal 
Legislative Couneil, dropping of the }>rop()sal vd‘ 
allotting two more seats to tne 
Bengal Tenanc'v Act (VIll of IKSo), aiuemlnient 
01 section loi^A of the 

Chittagong and Rajshahi l)i\isioiis, allotting oi 
one seat each to the urban areas of the 
City Civil Court, establishment of a at Calcutta 
Dacca School of Kngnuvring. improvement and 
modification of the status of the 
detenus. State prisoners and political [>risoners, 
extension of Royal ainiiesty to all the remaining 
District Hoards, larger reprCvsentalion on fr“oiii 
conijiaratively insanitary areas 
draft election rules, amendment of clause d ( /) (a) 
of Schedule 11 of the 

Eastern Bengal Hailway, extension of tie* broad 
gauge s\steni of the -from Santahar to Sihguri 

Iuij;;opeans and Anglo-Indians, debarring of fi'oni 
contesting the two Labour seats in the Itefonne 1 
Bengal Legislative ('ouncil 

n o 

factories, firovision for sanitary conveniences and 
a})pliances in 

financial relations between the Indian and Ih’ovineial 
Governments, message of disajiiiointment at llie 
draft rules relating to- 

General FAiropean Const it uenc\ in the Reformed 
Bengal Legislative Council, dropping of the jiro- 
posal of allotting four more seats to the 

(iovernment subordinai(^s ami other ministerial 
officers, improvement of ^pay and prospects of in 
Ikuigal - 

graduates in. the general constituencies, (*onfernng 
of the right of electing members to the Reformed 
(Vmncils upon all- 
high prices, c*ontrol of 

His E.xcellency the Viceroy, c(mve 3 ance of thanks 
to - for liis generous and practical sympathy with 
Indian [lolilical aspirations . r 

His Majesty’s Government, the Right Hon'^ile Mr. 
K S. Montagu and the IGght llon’blc l.ord Sirdia 
of Itaifiur, congratulations to for the J{eforms 
Indian Legislative Assembly, increase of representa 
tion from Bengal to tlie- 

Jiaganj, establishment of a sejiarate and indepen 
dent municipality at 

jurors, amendment of the existing rules for the 
selection of— 

Ketugram and Mangalkote thanas of the Burd\van 
district, protection of the — from the normal floods 
of t^e Ajai river 

medical schools, opening of more— in Bengal 

message expressing loyal and dutiful homage to His 
Imperial Majesty the King- Emperor 


7B) 

450 

7l>1 

isi 

KM 

7:n 

8:i4 

7i?5 

94 


719 


87 


(>97 

709 

104 


728 

t;79 

82 

07 

720 

174 

KlH 

177 

449 

50 
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Resolutions re — concluded, 

newspapers and presses, rescission of all harsh 
restrictions on — 

non-Muhammadan general seats in the Reformed 
Bengal Legislative Council, increasing the number 
of— so as to make it conformable to the Lu(’k- 
now compact 

non-Muhammadan rural population n\ 1’ippera, 
allotting of two seats to the — in the Reformed 
Bengal Legislative Council 

Pabna, protective works to save from further 
erosion by the river Padma 

police, appointment of a committee to investigate 
inbj the criminal proceedings instituted in 11)1 i) 
at Howrah by Babu Bankim Krishna Ghosh and 
others against — 

railway line, construction of a — from Issurdi to 
Nachoul rid Rampur-Boalia 

Reformed Bengal Legislative Council, raising of 
seats allotted to the Calcutta University in the 
from one to three 

rul(‘s relating to the Provincial J.egislative Councils, 
omission of the words “ during and " in para- 
gra[)h 3 of Schedule 11 to the- 

rules relating to the Provincial Legislative Councils, 
amendment of paragraph 13 of S(‘hedule 11 to 
the — 

rules relating to the Provincial Legislative Councils, 
amendment of Rule 1 11 of the 

Subordinate Civil Service, inclusion of the — in the 
list of gazetted services 

Subordinate Civil Service, promotion from to the 
Ih'ovincial GiviltService 

Subordinate Civil SciTvice, scheme of pay b\ time 
scale for the — ... 

Revised Finaniuai. Statement 


Rk'E — 


See Questions. 


Sanitation — 

See Questions. 


S 


Sarbaduikaki, Hon ’bee Sir Deba Prasad — 
asked (piestions re — 

Bengal Engineering College, training of students 
of the — 

Educational Services, recommendations of the 
Public Services Commission in regard to the — . . . 
Indian Educational Service, promotions to the — ... 
Provincial Educational Service, strengthening the 
cadre of the — 

Provincial Judicial Service 


Page. 

265) 

723 

720 

09 

822 

47)9 

729 

722 

724 

730 
817 
815 

811 

197 - 

245 


469 

43 

118 

118 

650 
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VRBADiUKARi, Hon’ble SiR Deba Trasai) — Concluded. 
spoke to resolution /e ~ 

Ketiigram and Mangalkote thanas of the Burd- 
wan district, protection of the -from the normal 
floods of tlie Ajai river ... IHO 


iRKAK, H()x'hle Sir Xilratw — 

^poke to resolution tc — 

Dacca School of Kiigineering, improvement jhkI 

modification of the status of the — H-fO, 

842 

medical schools, opening of more in liengal 40 1 

iBPUR (\)LLEGE — 

See Questions. 


INOHA, IIon'bi.e ^Ik. Aria ( 'handra— 
asked (piestions re~ 

Noakhali, ei'osion of the town of- ... 122 

Pi’ovincial l.ducational Service ... 758 

Provincial Ser'vice oflicers m Calcutta, inclusion of 

the- in the local liouse allowance scheme 751> 


MYTH, lloN IU.E Mu. WaTSON ~ 
spoke to resolutions re— 

hiiaiicial I'elations hetween the Indian and IM’o 
vincial ( jovernments, message of disappointment 
at the draft rules relating to- .. 7(M 

(ieneral kairopean Const ituencv in the lleforined 
Bengal Legislative Ckaincil, dropping of Ihe pio 
posal ot allotting four more seats to the 710 

message ex|)ressuig loyal and dutiful liomage to l!is 

Jm])er]al Majesty the King tanperor (>2 

iarvation — 

See Questions 

CH Insi^ectors of Schools — 

See Qiu‘stions 

DBORDIXATE SeRVK’ES — 

See Questions 

uhrawardy, Hon'ble Dr. Abdclla-al-Mamun — • 
asked questions re — 

Ha(), resignation of his seat in Council by the 


Hon'ble Maiilvi Fazl-ul — ... 852 

Hastings House ScIkkiI, fxiarding arrangements 

at the — ... ... ... 7bl 

Provincial Executive Service, pay and emolu 
ment^ of the members of the— ... 037 

Provincial Medical Service, pay and prospects of 
the — ... ... ... 852 

Sub-Registrars. Arabic qualifications of certain- . .. 751) 
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SrHEAWARDY, Hon’ble Dr. Abdulla al-Mamun — conrlvded. 


spoke to resolutions re — 

Anglo-Indian Community in the Reformed Bengal • 
Legislative Council, dropping of the proposal of 
allotting two more seats to the — ... ... 718 

General European (Constituency in the Refoi'med 

Bengal Legislative Council, dropping of the i)ro- 
posal of allotting four more seats to the — ... 712 

His Excellency the Viceroy, conveyance of thanks 
to — for his generous and practical sympathy with 
Indian political aspirations ... .. 85 

ITis Majesty's Government, the Right Hon’hle Mr 
E, S. Montagu and the Right Hon’ble Lord 
Sinha of Raipur, congratulations to — for the 
Reforms ... ... ... 72 

message expressing loyal and dutiful homage to His 
Imperial Majesty the King Emperor ... 


, Subordinate Services — 

See Questions- Resolution 

T 

rnAVEKs, Hon’ble Mr. W L. — 
asked question re — 

Anthrax, prevalence of— ... Hb5 

♦ sfioke to resolution — 
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OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 

The H on hh‘ Mr. ( 'at lu ari and the Hon’hle Mr. Grazel>r(>c>k made ah 
oath of their allegiance to the Crown. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 

The following (jU(*siions which had been starred wvn^ put and 
answcri^l : — 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

* 1 . 

{(i) Are the (iovernnient aware that the teachers of tlie Lower Primary 
and l'p])er Primary SeLools in the distru‘t of Rajshahi are pnt to hardsiiip tJch 
on ae('oiint of the unnecessarily long delay ^^hich occairs in jiaying their 
stipends regularly every month ? 

{b) is this the ease in otlier districts of l^engal ? 

{(') Under what system are tlie stipemds now paid? 

{d) How inan\ primary schools are under the control and supervision 
of each Sul)-lns})ec‘to]’ of Schools, and wliat control and supervision do the 
district boards exercise over these schools? 

(c) Is there any I’eason why sti[>ends could not be [laid by the Sub- 
Inspectors direc'tly on tlie bills submitted to tliem by the teachers wdthin the 
first week of every month ? 

(/) Are all the Sub- Inspectors of ih’imary Schools bound to act under 
the direction and control of l)eput\ Inspectors of Schools? 

{(j) If so, ill wdiat [larticulai* matters are the Sub-InspecUirs sulMirdinatc 
to tlie district boards ? 

, (/O there any reason why the district boaids should not have their 

ow n Sub' liisf lectors to act under their direct i‘ontrol and sujiervision ? 

(/) Is any inconvenience felt under the present system of what i|j)pears 
to be duality of control over the Sub- Inspectors? 

» 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) The answer is in the negative Stipends in the Itajshahi district 
arc paid (juarterly to teachers of all Upper Primary and Low^r I’rimary 
Schools, except the Board Primary Schools, in which they are |>ai<l monthly. 

The payment of stijiends is delayed occasionally in the first (piarler of the 
financial year, when the rates of stijiends are revised. 

(b) The [irocedure is the same in other districts of Bengal. No specific 
complaint regarding delay in payment has l^een received. 

(c) Bills for stipemis are drawn by Sub-Insriectors of Sch(X)ls each 
quarter, and submitted to the District Board. 1'he oilLs, when riassed bv the 
District Board, are presented through the treasury to the post oflEice with 
money orders for the amounts due. 

U 
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Questions and Answers, 


[3ki) February, 


(d) A Sub-Inspector has on the average about 200 I^riinary Schools 
under liis su]:)ervision. The Hon’ble Member is referred to rule 12 of the 
educational rules issued by Government under clauses (j) and (rj) of sec- 
tion 138 of the Bengal Local Self-Government Act regarding Primary Schools 
directly managed and maintained by a Board, viz.: — 

' Subject to the general control of the Department, the Board shall 
have with regard to these schools the following powers in addition to those 
‘ conferred on it by section 62 of the Act: — 

‘ {]) of deciding where new schools shall be opened, and the manner 
in which accommodation for them shall be ))i*ovided. But no 
such school shall be opened without the sanction of the 
Director of Public Instruction, to be obtained through the 
‘ Inspector; 

‘ (2) of transferring or closing existing schools; 

' (3) of fixing the class and the standard of instr uction of every suel) 
‘ school: the selection to be made from (’lasses and standards 
‘ recognized by the Department; 

‘ (4) of fixing, subject to such limitations as may be from time to time 
‘ pr’escribed by the Dej)a]’tment, the rate of monthly admission 
‘ and TT-admission fees to be ])aid by puj)ils in every such 
‘ scdiooL’ 

In schools directly managed by the District Boards the teachers are 
ap])ointed. transferred or removed by tljc Boards, ddie Education Depart 
ment prescribes a curriculum and issues a list of approved books, while the 
inspecting offi(‘ers are officers of the l)ej)artment and not of the Boards; bift 
the Department exercises no direct control over the distribution of grants by 
the Boards, and the latter dispose of the I’eeommendat ions of the inspecting 
officers and may increa^^e or reduce the gi’ants to aided schools. 


(c) Since 8ub- Inspectors of Schools do not control District Board money, 
they cannot pay stipends direct on the bills ]>resented by the teachers. A 
further objection to the system of monthly payment would hv tlie iiu’rease of 
work which would be thrown on the Sub-lnsp(»ctoi’s, Distri(’t Boards and 
post-offices, while each teacher guru wcnild lose an anna monthly as the monev 
order commission is deducted from stipends. 

(/) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(g) The relations of Sub- Inspectors of Schools to the Ghairman of a 
District Board are defined by the following rules: — 

{(i) Sul)-lns|)ectors of Schools are under the direct control of the 
Education Dej)artment, but at the same time they are recpiired 
to work in co-operation with District Boards. Thev mast, 
therefore, lovally carry out the orders of the Chairman of a 
District Board. ' In tlie case of any difficulty or doubt arising 
on this subject the matter may be referred to the Director of 
Public Instruction through the lns])ector of Schools. 

{b) The Chairman of a District Board may suspend a Sub-Inspector 
in anticipation of departmental api)roval. In that case he 
should, as soon as practicable, submit a report on the case to 
the Inspector of Schools. 

(c) The Chairman of a District Board may transfer a Sub-Inspector 
within his district, with the concurrence of the ]nspectc)r of 
Schools. In special cases in which urgent action is required, 
tlie Chairman may transfer a Sub-Inspector, without reference 
to the Inspector, but in that case he should send information 
without delay to the Inspector. 
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(d) The Inspector will transfer Sub Inspec’toi-s from one district to 
another within his division after consulting; the Chainn in ot 
the District Boanis. 

{e) Diaries and travelling allowance bills of Sub lnsjiectors will Ix' 
submitted to the Inspector ot Sihools tlirough the De|)utv 
lnsi)ector and Chairman ot the Distric t Board. Diaries should 
be submitted in dupljc‘ate if the Chairman of the District Board 
desires to retain a copy. 

(/) diaracter rolls of Sub-lns])ectors should be submitted by the 
Deputy lnsj)ector to the Inspector of Schools through the 
(’hairinan of the Di.strict Board. 

(It) 1 he reasons for whicli the pivsent system was instituted are cxplainei* 
in Government Circular No. 23, dated the bth April, lt)05, of which .i cop\ 
is laid on the table. 

(/) The answer is in the negative." 


(Urrular Ac. JV, (intrd ( '(tlrnttff , thv tif/f J /n il rjnr,. rrfvrrvd fo in /Ac answer 
/c (/f/rsfion /\ c. / [starird) asferd at the tiiretina ("annril an :frd 
F(d)rnary llUdK 

I'Kmi— II W ('. CotNuiM , l']sg , ( i.i.., S»M M*liiiv li> tin* (i()\- 

cMunciit ot b('ii;»nl , ( iciici ;d l)o|»;n 1 iiioiit , 

'l’(v — All ( ’oniiiussioinM's ol l)i\ision>. 

I am <lii<‘(t(*(l to addict*- \ou looardinn tiu* jiosition occiinu d hy Siil>-1 h,s)M*rloi s 
ot SclmoU II: i(‘latioii t(t iniddlo and jMimarx mlucatioii , and to coinmuit loatc tin* iojlow- 
obsfi \ at i(m> and omIcis (d Ills Ilononi tin* bM*nl(*naiit-( io\ ''inoi on tin* suhjrot. 

‘J. riic ( iov cm moil t ot Indm lm\c jdac(‘il at tlic di^jiosal (d tins (io\(‘inmcn1 a 
furllu ‘1 annual sjh*( lal ^rarit (d IN. I U.tlO.nUU loi lln* dev <‘lopi’»'‘id (d |uimar> eiluea- 
\ion in Mental It is ))ro)>o.s(‘d to (‘\jM*nd lliis amount on the imiu'ovemeiit (d tin* 
piimaiN education ot .Ni uiiammadaiis. on the estaidishment cd luial ])iimar\ sclnads, 
on tin* cons! I uct ion ot huildin^s loi piimaiv s( hools, and on the *-1 ri'ii^^t hen lU” id the 
suhoidinate iiispeitin;.; -"taft oi the Piovince; and Distmt Hoards will ihietl.N he hene- 
fittial h\ , and inteiested in, the expendituie. ,\s \ou aie awaie, lor \ears past the 
suhordiuate iospectin^ staH’ has pioved to he inadeipiati*, and the necessitv toi‘ 
strengthening and imjuoNin^' it has heen emjdiasisiMl ot iee(*nl yeais hy the* action 
taken in the iliieidion ot leducin^ tlie numhci oi |»uhlic exannnal ions, insisting moie 
ujion e.xiuninations in .wO/, and j.'eneiallv iai>in^ educational standaids. d'he nc*ed 
will he lelt still moie now that it is propos<Ml to caiiv out turther educational leloims 
for which the (iovernment oi India lm\e ^i\en tin* special piant aiiove ic*terred to, 

* d. It is, theietore. |iropos<*d to '^amlion withiuit di‘laN the ajipoin I ineiit ot a 
iiumht*!' ot additional Suh-Iiispei tors (d Si hools, and this at oma* laises the i|uestion 
how the existiuj^- suhoiilinate i ns|M‘ct in;^' staff should h(‘ dealt vith In tlu'ii Hesolu- 
tion No liri — ‘Jll, dated the 11th Man h 1!MH, the (ioveinmeni ol India havf* pointed 
out that tin* inspecting -taff is the means wheiehv ^eneial supei vision ovei tuitioiial 
inati(*rs mav he exen med, and that the (ioveinment should look to hispei tin^ ofliceis 
for puidanee and advice as to its methods; while in the sann* Ifesolution it is exjilained 
that, in wnthdrawin^'- Ironi direct manafroinent , it is csHcntial that the t iovernment 
sUiould retain a ^enernl contiol hy means oi eHnient mspeition liocal bodies mav, 
no donht, W’ell he entiusted with the diiect niana^emi'iit oi schoeds; hut the State 
ou^^ht, on the one hand, to .set uj> a standard ot its (►wn <,nd on the other, U> aHcc'itain 
throuvrli insjK^ction how' fai that standard is hein^*^ attaint'd. 

4 Such a respoiisihilitv will he cffectivtdv <lis( hai ^n*il onl\ if the State emplovs 
ind depends ujiun otticeis ot it.s own, and ohviouslv this canmd he dune unh'ss the Suh- 
Iri'^lR'ctors hitherto employed uiulei Distrut HoanK are tiamsfeired to, and jdaeed under, 
[he dircH t control of the* Kdiication Departnn*nt. 'I'he arianj^ement which jnevails In 
bengal not only differ** from that adoptc'd elsewheie in India, hut is also at variami* 
with that in vogue in Knglaiid ; ami, as has just htnui intimated in the Imdget sm*ech 
if the Financial Secretai \ •in the Bengal l^•gisIative Council, it has heen rleeided utku'. 
[.hese ground.s, as also in the interests of the Suh-I nspeetors immediatelv i onc<‘rr»ed, 
{a) to re-transfer to the S(*r\iee as simui as ]»ossihle the existing body <d Suh-I iisfH'ctors 
«rho were at one time (rovernment servants, and (A), with the consent of the Disfiiet 
Boards, which will, without doubt, readily be accorded, in view of the large additional 
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Questions and Answers. 


[3ri) Feb] 


Krosion of the 
town of Pdhna 
l)y tlio river 
I’arJina. 


Uccoiinnofida- 
lioiih of tin* 

I’noliv StM’VK.'os 
UoiotnisKit n in 
reqar*! to Deputy 

Suporintomleiita 

Folive. 


^lauis which they may exjK'ct to receive, to convert into (lovernment servanl 
Siih-Inspectoi s us have been a]>[>ointe(l by the Boards. It will he necessary t( 
a Mnall financial adjustment wiili the Boards to meet these altered circumstan 
reducing the ^.^•rant for primary education to the extent necessary to meet the <- 
and allowances of the Sub-Inspectors so absorbed in the Education Department, 
^rade the entire staff in one cadre. J am to request that this decision may be c 
nicated without delay to all ])istri<*t Boards, in consultation with whom the 11 
of Public Instruction will be lequested to work out the necessary details. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: - 

^ 11 . 

(a) Is it a fact that representations have been made from time tc 
to the Government by the inhabitants of the town of Pabna about the ei 
of the Padina and the threatened destruction of the town? 

(b) Have the Government asc^ertained the extent of damage to the 
of Pabna already caused by tlie Padma ? 

(c) Have the Government taken any steps, or if they have not, ai 
Government considering the desirability of taking immediate ste})s k 
l)rotection of the town irom any further ravages oy the Padma? 

(d) If the answers to clause (r) are in the negative, will the Goveri 
be pleased to state tlie reasons for their inactivity in this matter? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ (a) Yes. 

(h) 'Idle town itself has not suffered damage at ])resent: but encr 
ment has been made on certain hamlets and agricultural land in the i 
bourhood of the town. The extent of the encroachment has been ascerta 

(r) Government have ilecided to construct a short length of ))r‘oti 
revetment at a point on the river bank a little distance above the town w 
it is hoj)ed, may have the effect of diverting the main curr’ent of the 
outwards on the southern bank and thereby (aiuse s(‘our on tliat sid( 
avert the erosive tendency of the river o])posite the town 

Tire proposed worT is estimated to cost Ps. 2,00,000; and it is inU 
to complete the revetment before the coming flood seawson. 

(d) The question docs not arise. ’’ 


By the Hon’bjie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 

^lll. 

Will the Government be pleaserl to state whetlier the recommenda 
of the Public Services Gomnrission with regard to Deputy Superintend 
of Police are likely to be given effect to at an early date? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ The Bengal Government have submitted to the Government of 1 
their views on the recommendations of the Public Services Commi 
relating to Deputy Superintendents of Police. The orders of the Seen 
of State, who will determine what action should be taken, are awaited 
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By the Hen’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 

♦IV. 

(a) Is it a fact that the District Hoard and Municipal accounts are 
DOW audited by a system known as te^st audit, l,e, accounts of any 4 months 
Eire audited, and that this is even ilone within a time limited by the dej)art- 
ment? 

(b) Is it a fact that tlie system of tliorough auditing prevailetl only a 
tew years ago ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state what are the reasons for 
:,his change in the audit system ? 

(d) Are the Government aware of an opinion that has been exj^ressed 
tliat this system of test audit I'annot give thoroughness which is essential in 
District Board and Municipal accounts? 

(e) Are the Government (‘onsidering the desirability of reintroducing 
Jie system of thorougli audit? 


(Vnswer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:-- 

(ii) to (c) Government are fully alive to the necessity for a thorough 
unlit of the accounts of District Hoaials and Municipalities in order to detect 
ind check laxity of su})ervision. dishonesty on the i)art of their executive 
itatf and neglect of statutoi’v lades as well as eml>ez7dements and misappro 
jriatKUi of mone\ d'he accounts of these loc*al bodies are audited for the 
rvhole year, but since IhK) there has been a test audit of jiayinent vouc her^ 
ot‘ onl\ four niontlis of the year 1die change was made as with the existing 
;taft‘ it was fouini !(► b(» impossible to audit the vouchers for the whole twelve* 
nonths without work falling into arrears. A stringent test audit of 
/oucliers is an efliciemt method of audit and has certain advantages over a full 
’f)utine audit \o complaints have been made by the local iKxiies against the* 
lystem anil the elliciency of audit lias not lieen impaired 


3y the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 

♦V. 

((/) Has tlie attention of the (jovernment been drawn to the follow- 
ng })aragraj)li whicli apfieared in a letter from Sir Leonard l\ogers in tlie 

ssue of the Scientific »louriial “ Nature ” of the "ioth Septemb(‘r last? 

• 

“ With one exception, the (‘uses in whitdi I tried the gum solution were 
•ather l)elow the average severity, as is commonly the case in the rainy 
leason, when the trial took jilace, yet c>everal were lost wdiich I shouKI have 
ixpected to have recovered under hypertonic salines. Still more striking 
?as the fac t that instead of the great relief often resulting in sfee[) before the 
lypertonic saline injection is hnislied. the gum .solutions were followed by 
ncreasing distre.ss, difhculty of breathing, and cyanosis w hic h soon compelled 
ne to abandon their use. In view of the shortne.s.s of my trial, I decided not 
o publish my results at once, in the hope that others might l)e more succiess- 
ul; but 1 have now^ learned that my friend, Ivieutenant-Goloiiel A. Leven 
on. has extensively tried gum solutions in accordance with Professor 

iavliss’s metliod at the Gampl)ell Medical School Hos|)ital, C'alt utta, where 
veil over one thousand cases have been treated in the first half ol tliis yeai* 
md Lieutenant-Colonel A. Leventon has authorised me to state, with various 
trengths of the purest gum arabic up to 7 per (;ent. his results have been in 
intire agreement with ivine, and he has also had to abandon the method, 
le, too. noted the same distress and cyanosis which 1 saw, and the uriexpecUnl 
[)ss of not very serious cases under the treatment, clearly in<licating tliat 
;iim solutions do not meet the physiological neecls of cholera cases.” 
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(b) Will the Government be pleased to state bow many lives were 
actually lost through the experiments referred to above? 

(c) Are the Government aware that there is an apprehension in the 
j)ublic mind that deaths are caused through risky experiments being per- 
formed on the patients in hospitals? 

(d) Will the Government l)e pleased to state what steps, if any. they 
have in contemplation to prevent a re])etition of such dangerous and risky 
experiments? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

“ (a) to (d) The attention of Government has been drawn to the letter 
in (juestion. which was quoted in an anonymous communication to a non-medi- 
cal journal, with the apparent intention of conveying an entirely erroneous 
impression as to the facts. 

The particular treatment referred to was proved by an eminent English 
physiologist, Profe.ssor W. M. Bayliss. ]).s(\, i'.r.s., to be of life-saving value 
in ca.ses of shock due to loss of blood, and its trial in cholera cases was recom- 
mended by him in the medical pre.ss. It was tried by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Sir Leonard Rogers, in addition to the hypertonic .saline treatment associ- 
ated with his name (which has yielded such admirable results) in seven cases, 
and bv Lieutenant-Colonel Leventon in five. Of tlie.se twelve cases, two were 
practically moribund on admission; of the remainder, two are described as 
' of more than average severity.’ six as ' much colla[).sed ’ and two as 
■ verv severe.’ Of tlie.se ten cases, four' were saved and six ended fatally. 
It is 'incorrect to insinuate that the mortality was enhanced by the adoption 
of Profesisor Bavliss’ treatment. 'Hie latter was a failure in the sense that 
it did not lead to an additional saving of life over and above that attributable 
to the hypei tonic treatment alone. 

The insinuation in the letter in (piestion to the effect that lives are'' 
wantonly .sacrificed in hos])itals which jieople avoid as jilaces to which they 
only go to die. is entirely disproved by the ever increasing attendance of 
patients and the wonderful results which have been attained in the reduc- 
tion of mortality from certain diseases, conspii'uously cholera.. I he insinua- 
tion is grossly unfair to the devoted labours of many of the medical officers 
of Government. 

It is not pro|iosed to take any further actit)n in the matter.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:-- 
*VI. 

(a) Will the Government be plea.sed to state the number of hackney- 
carriages registered since the removal of the Hackney-carriage Department 
from tlie Calcutta Corporation to the Commissioner of Police? 

(/;) What was the number of registrations when the department was 
under the control of the Corporation ? 

(c) Are the. Government aware of the shortage of hackney-carriages in 
the town ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of hackney- 
carriages which have ceased to exist, and the nuihber which have been 
.liscontinued, since the transfer of the Hackney-carnage Department to the 
Police ? 



•>().] 
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(e) Are the Government aware of the fact that the Gor})oration used 
dej)ute two Inspectors of liacknex carriajjes daily - one to Howrali and 
<ither to Sealdah Station to assist the punlic in securing (‘arriages ? 

(/) Will the Government he pleased to state whether this practice is 
II continued? If not, wdiy not? 


iswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: - 

(^/) d'hc niinihcr of hackney carnages registered from tlie lolli July, 
1 9. when the DepaiUneiil was taken over hy the Gommissioner of Police, 
tiie2lst Jaiiuar\, 1920, is 1,501, viz. — 

1st class ... ... ... ;^00 

2ii(l class ... ... ... 80)2 

Jrd class ... ... ... 39J 


{h) dJie nuiiiher was 2,708 on the 15th .luly, 1919, viz — 

1st class ... ... 

2nd class ... ... ... 1 ,42(> 

Jrd class ... ... ... 90‘.) * 

(r) ^>s. Many hackney carnages whicli were found unlit for |>ul)lic 
aic now under repaii's 

(d) Licenses issued Iw the Corporation of Calcutta under the old Act 
.sed to he in force aftei* the JOth Se))temher, 1919. Precise information 
o tlio nunihei' which lla^e been discontinued since the ti’ansfer of t h(‘ control 
the jiohce cannot he given until tlie present regist r'ation is coniph^ted 
an the loth Julv. MMh, to the JOth .luh, 1919, thirtv nine licens(‘s wiu’i' 
celled 

{f) Yes. 

(f) 'File new Ai t is not at present in force in the town of Howrah d'he 
ninissione?* of Police, Calcutta, is unable at present to depute an ofhcer 
Ncaldali i’roni his limited staff 


the Hen’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:- 
VII. 

(a) Is it a fact that a time scale of pay has recentlv been introduced in ‘>t 

Lower Division of the Bengal Secretariat , u.o^'iowlr”’^ 

(h) What are the maximum and minimum rates of pay ayd the rate of h.Vu'oI tUa 
ement per annum ? ‘ s^.'n ui lut 

(r) Has the jmv of each clerk been fixed according to the number of 
rs lie has lieen in the service of Government ? 

{d) Is it a fact that many (derks have not benefited under this time 
e as their past services have not lieen counted so as to enable them to 
e the full benefit of the scheme? 

(e) Is it a fact that a time scale of pay has recentlv been sanctioned in 
Low^er Grade for the Accounts Offices, viz., the offices of the Accountant- 
eral, Bengal, Accountant-General, Posts and Telegrajihs; and Deputy 
ountant-General. Posts and Telegraphs? 

(/) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what are the rates of 
sanctioned in these offices and their maximum limit of increment 
narily ? 


2 
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Question f> (nut Answers. 


[:5kI> FKBKtJARY, 


(g) Is it a fact that the work required of clerks in these offices in the 
Lower Grade is more onerous and responsible than that of the Bengal 
Secretariat in the same grade ? 

(//) Is it a fact that there was a paiu'ity of candidates for the last 
Secretariat Clerkship Examination ? If so, will the (ioverj^unent be pleased 
to state the reason for it ? 


(i) Will the Government be f)leased to state the number of vacancies in 
the Lower Grade for the years 1917 and 1918 both in the Secretariat and the 
Accountant-GeneraFs Offices which were thrown open to competition and 
the number of candidates who apf)eared at the Comj)etitive Examination ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) Maximum Us. 125. 

Minimum Rs. 50. 

Rate of increment per annum Rs 3. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) ‘ In all cases, except two, ])asl services have been (‘ounted so as to 
give them the full benefit of the scheme. In these two cases, service before 
they entered the Secretariat has not been allowed to count.' 

(c), (/) and (g) Lhe information is beijjg ol>tained fi'oin the offices 
mentioned. 

(h) No. There were 136 candidates foi* 31 vacancies. 

(/) In 1917 there were 19 candidates fo]‘ 10 vacancies in the SecTetarikt 
and in 1918, 16 candidates for 7 vacancies. Simdar information regarding 
the Accountaiit General's office is being obtained 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 


DiefOiitiiiiitince 
of tlip 8 hU* of 
ferry tioketn 
l>y tlie Port 
CoiuiiiinHioiier^ 
over certain 
ruiitew. 


^vm. 

{a) Are the Government aware of the fact that considerable inconve- 
nience has been caused to the residents of Baranagore, Bally, Httarpara and 
SibtolJa owing to the discontinuance of the sale of tickets Iw the Port Com- 
missionei’s for their fei’rv service north of Howrah Bridge between Kalighat 
and Sibtolla ?* 

(b) Will the Government be ))leased to state whether in this connection 
they have received any re{)T’esentation or memorial from the residents of the 
localities mentioned above? 


(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking any 
measures for removing or mitigating the hardships and inconveniences of 
the said residents, either by amending section 35 (7 .1) of the Calcutta Port 
Act, 1890, or by extending the northern limits of the Port? 

(d) Is it in the contemplation of the Government, in the event of the 
extension of the Port Commissioners' ferry service as suggested above, to 
bring about a settlement between the Port Comitiissioners and the Muni- 
cipalities affected, who have their own ferry services, by com{)ensating the 
Municipalities for the loss of income arising from the discontinuance of their 
ferry service ? 
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“ (a) Yes, 

(b) Yes. 

(r) Goveriinient informed the memorialKsts that present conditions 
pould not be remedied until either the law was amended or a change was 
jaade in the northern limits of the Port of Calcutta It is prohalue that 
:||oth the amendment of the Calcutta Port Act and the extension of the 
|aortliern limits of the Port of ('akaitta will come under the consideration 
ht Government at no distant date. 

(d) In view of the answer to (r) above it will lie setm that this (juestion 
does not arise at present.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur: — 

*IX. 

(a) W ill th(‘ ( ](>\e]nment be jdeased to state whether the construction 
of a railwa\ line from dessori* to I'aridpur is under contem|)lation ' 

(b) Is It a fael that two possilih^ rout(‘s have been su^j^ested, y\/ . on(‘ 
aloii)^ dessore. d arai^o intone Hlia^arjiara, Salika, Kurna|^ati, Nohatta, Maham- 
inadpore, Boalinari and I'aridpur, and the otlier alon<j; dessore. d'araouni^iv 
Bhai^arpara, Salika, Huna^^ali. Phabanhati, Ma^nira, Nakole and Uajbari '' 

(r) Ai‘t‘ th(‘ ( io\ erniiKMit aware that the openinjj^ out of the railwav alon|^ 
the first I'oute would invohi* the construction of (*ostly liridges mvir iMaliani 
madpore and Piikliuna oM'r the ri\er Madhumati? 

g {d) Ai‘e the ( 1 ovm'nrnent aware that the terminus of the first route is at 
Fandpiir which is soim^ distance^ away from the river Padma, wluTi^as tie' 
terininiis of tli(‘ second route is at Rajbari, where dired (communication is 
easils a\ a liable with the* steamer s(‘rvices of Kastern Ben|:^al and .Assam 

(r) Is it a fact that the first route* is loiif^er and is alonj^ low lyini^ tracts 
of land which are subject to inundation durm|^ the monsoon and t,!iat the 
cost of construction would cons(*(juent!y be lieavier '' 

( f) Aw th(‘ ( h)\ ernni(‘nt aware of the fact that lh(* first >‘oute comiminds 
six important markets whih* tin* .a*cond commamb ' 

(a) Are the* (jovernrneiit aware that the Delta Despatch St(‘amer Service 
through Khulna ser\es the tiaflic from the three iiufiortant markets propos(*d 
to be served l>v the first route* of tlie raihvay ^ 

m 

(h) Are tlu* (b)\ eminent aware that the second route besides serving ‘d5 
important markets which are [)ractically nnapproachaide by st^.amers will 
akso command a considerable amount of fiassen^er and i;oods traflic in view' of 
the fact that it coniuH'ts the Subdivisional Headijiiarters and its suburbs with 
the District Ileadtjuarters ? 

(/) Are the (iovernment aware that the second route does not. clash with 
the conveniences aff'orded bv the d .1. Railway authorities as they ha\e taken 
in hand the extension of their line to Sailkupa in a direction almost opposite 
to Magura and that the imjiortant jilaces profiosed to lie served by this roulo 
are more than 15 miles away from the »!. d. Raihvay and have no means of 
communication to feed tjiein ? 

{}) Are the Government considering the feasibility of accepting the 
second route ? 


'2a 
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Quest io7is and Answers. 


[3ri) Febkiury 


Epiflftmir of 
cholfm iti t.lic 
t«A district'? 
of Noitlie*ni 


IniAniUrj 
condition of 
Kurieong. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) The proposition of a railway to connect Jessore with Faridpur 
IS eiifi^a^^ing tlie attention of the Railway Board under the Government of 
India. It is understood that construction is not contemjdated at present, 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No decision has yet been made in regard to the location of the 
terminus of either route. The town of Faridpur is, however, at no great 
distance from the river Padma. 

i^)' (/)> (^0 (0 "The actual alignment on either route has not yet 

been settled; so that the allegations contained in these questions cannot be 
said to be facts. 

({^) There is a steamer service in the neighlxnirhood of the markets 
named. 

(j) IVeliminary iinjuiries have been made and the information obtained 
has been communicated to the (jiovernrncnt of India, with whom the matter 
now rests.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 


{AtiSfrers to fnhich irere laid on the table. } 

By the Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin: — 

1 . 

{(i) Are the Government aware of the serious and fatal epidemic of 
cholera which c'lccairred in the tea districts of Northern Bengal, especially iri 
the Darjeeling Terai, during April, May and June last? 

{h) Will the Government be j)leased to state whether any stejis have 
been taken, in anti(‘i{)ation of the probable recrudescence' of tlie disease 
during the next hot weather, when conditions are favourable for its ])ro])aga- 
tion, to c*o])e with and isolate it as far as possible 

(r) If not, will the Government be [ileased to say whelher they are 
considering the desirability of directing that the same shall be undertaken 
under the su])ervision of the Sanitary Commissioner of the province? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ {a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

{b) and (r) Co})ies of various notes on the prevention of cholera were 
circulated thrunigh the agency of the Darjeeling and Duars Planters’ Asso- 
ciations to the managers of the tea gardens in the affected areas. Arrange- 
ments are being made by the Sanitary Commissioner for keeping in stock a 
supply of cholera vaccine for issue to the tea gardens on receipt of requisi- 
tions from them, and copies of the instructions for its use have been 
circulated.” 


By the Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin:— 


2 . 

{(i) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the insani- 
tary conditions prevalent in the town of Kurseong tfetified to by the reports 
of T)r, C. A. Bentley, Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal, the late Dr. R. V. 
Dixon, late Civil Medical Officer, Kurseong, and Mr. J, A. L. Swan, i.e.s., 



1920.J (^^lesfions and Amtrerh, 

Deputy Commissioner of the district, and verified in the annual reports of 
the municipality for years past? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state 

(?) what steps are l)eing taken to place the to\Mi in a more sanitary 
condition; 

(n) wdiat re[)lv, if any, has l>een given to tiie proposals of the late 
Chairman, Mr. R. B. Addis, for the improvement of the town; 

(???) what repl>, if any, has l>een given to the re(|uest of the Commis- 
sioners for a grant from provincial funds to meet the expenses 
attendant on the appointment of a special sanitarx ofticer for at 
least three years? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (n) The answer is in the affirmative 

(b) (?) Government have sanctioned a sewerage project for the town 
of Kurseong. and haxe given a grant of l^s .)0,()0() and a loan of Hs, .10 000 
towards the execution of the scheme riie work has been undertaken by 
the Sanitary Kngineer and is in progress 

(ii) The proriosals of the late Chairman. Mr. R H. Addis, for the 
ini jirovement of tlie town have bei'ii r(*c*ently submitted to (iovernment and 
are now under (‘onsideration. 

(??/) No pro|)osal to this (‘fleet has benm receivcMl by (iovernment It 
is understood that the (Commissioner has pointed out to the Municijiality 
that before such an officer can be entertained it is necessarx that I’art XI B 
of tlie Bengal Municnpal Act should be extended to the municnpality . The 
CiUiimissioner has aeeordinglx re(|uested the Munic ipal ( 'omrnissioners to 
submit a pro|)osal to extend i’art Xl-B of the Bengal Municipal Act to the 
iyunic‘ipality.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

3 . 

(a) Will the (jo\eriiiiient be }>Ieased to lay on tlie table a statement 
showing: — 

(?) all the girls’ schools which now exist in Bengal in the district and 
• subdivisional head(]uarters, 

(/?) the year in which th(*y were started, 

(???) the status of tlie scliools (/.e., whether they teacli iij) to Middle 
English or Matriculation standard); • 

(/?') the number of girls on the roll, and 

(? ) the amount of (ioveriiment grant to eac*h sc hool ^ 

(b) Will the Government 1 k" plea.sed to state tlie names of the district 
iieadc^uarters which have no High School for girls? 

- (c) Are the Government considering the desirability of founding High 

jinglish Schools for girls jii those districts in which there are no such 
Ichools 1 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) A statement is laid on the library table. 

(b) There are high schools for girls at four of the district headquarters, 
iz , Dacca, Chittagong, Mymensingh and Darjeeling. 


( iirl'n' -rhooU 
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{c) When the enrolment of a girls’ middle school at a district head- 
quarters where there is no high school is sufficient to justify such a step, Gov- 
ernment are prepared to consider sympathetically the question of raising its 
status to that of a high school. ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:- 

4 . 

(n) Will the Government be pleased to slate the following particu- 
laps relating to “ the evening classes at the coal-fields ” referred to in reply 
to uiistarred (juestion No. 17 of the meeting of the Ifith November, 1919: — 

(?’) the number of such classes, 

{ii) the names of places where they are held, 

(in) the course of instruction iuqiarted, 

{'ir) the number of teachers enqiloyed, 

(r) the qualifications of su(‘h teachers, 

{ri) the number of persons receiving instruction, and 

(/•//) the total amount of money spent in the current year for such classes ? 

{b) What improvement, if any, do tlie Government contemplate making 
in these classes ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ {(!) (/) and {in) There are two grades of evening classes, viz:- - 
(A) for English-knowing em})loyes in the coal mines The instruc- 
tion IS designed to j)rej)are them for appearing at the colliery 
managers’ examination (2nd idass) which is conducted by a 
Boarcf under the jiresidency of the Chief Insjiector of Mines 
in India. 

(If) for vernacular s|)ea, king men employed in mines. The instruc- 
tion is of a simple character and no definite syllabus is pre- 
scribed; the course is designed for sirdars and overmen hoping 
to become permit holders. 

(ii) Classes of grade A are held at three (‘cntres in Bengal, viz., Desher- 
garh, Raniganj and damuria. Classes of grade B are held at two centres 
in Bengal, viz., Kalipahari and Charan])ur. 

{ir) Two teachers are emjiloyed in Bengal. 

(r) Grade A classes are at present taught by a part-time local lectureV, 
who is the manager of a large colliery. 

Grade B classes are taught by the Instructor in ^dine Surveying of the 
(hvil Ihigineering College, Sibpur. 

{vi) The numbers enrolled during the last session were — 

Grade A ... ... ... 203 

Grade B ... ... ... 37 

It is not possible to give definite figures for the current session, as new 
stmlents are constantly being enrolled. 

{vii) The provision for these classes in the current year’s budget is as 
follows: — 

Rs. 

Grade A ... ... ... 8,000 

Grade B ... ... 565 

•As the classes are still proceeding, an exact statement of the expenditure 
involved up to date cannot be given. 
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(6) The improvements contemplateti in these (‘lasses are on the lines 
recommended in 1914 bv a C'ommittee under the presidency ot Sir 1). J. 
MacPherson. A copy of the report of this t\)mniittee is laid on the library 
table.’* 

By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

5. 

(a) Will the (ioveriiment Ix' plea.sed to state what is the scheme now 
under the (‘onsideratioii of the tioverninent for improved accommodation 
for Sibf)ur College? 

(h) What amount has been actuall\ allotted or is proposed to Ite allotted 
for the execution of the scheme ^ 


Answer by the Hon'bie Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) The scheme contemplates the accpiisition and recdamation of land 
and the erection of new buildiiigs for college purposes which will enable 
additional accommodation to be fu-ovidtal for the students and stall’. The 
new buildings contemplated include a new barrack for Anglo-Indian studmits, 
an assembly and examination ball, an extension of the electro technical 
laboratory, new cook-rooms, godowns and cooly limxs 

{h) It IS proposed to make an allotment of i? lakhs for the piirjiose in 
1920-21.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

6 . 

W ni the (b)vernnient be pleased to state who are the proprietors of - 
(/) tlie Meeiiglas 'r(‘a Kstate in the distiact of .lalpaiguri, 

the Singaran To|)osi ('ollienes in the district of Burdwan, and 
(;) the Banka \ alley in the district of Burdwan'^ 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

” (/) The Meeiiglas lea (\>m}>an\ , LiihiUmJ 

(je) The Singaran Colliery belongs to the Singaran Coal Syndicate, 
the North Singaiaii Collierx belongs in Babu S Chowdlniry of lianiganj; 
and the 'Foposi Collier\ is owned b\ tiie Bansia (aial Company, Limited 

• {:J) Idle Banka pas.ses througii sever-al villages owned 1)\ tlie following 

proprietors: — 

1. The Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

2 Babu Kirti Cliandra l)au 

3. Babu Biswa \atli Tewari 

4. Dil Devi Debi. 

5. Maliammad Abdiis Samad 

6. Durges N and ini Debi. 

7. The State of the late Ra j Krishna Singh. 

8. Saha Ali Mohammad. 

9. Syed Mohammad Mohammad. 

10. Chandra Sekhar Zemindar i ('onijiany Limited. 

11. Babu Nritya Copal Sing. 

12. Babu Akshoy Kumar Pal. 

13. Babu Siba Das Chaudhury 

14. C. P. Militus, Es(|. 


Improved 
HO('omiuudatioii 
for Sil>pur 
Collejje. 


I'lopru'lor* of 
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[3kd February 


Expenditure l)\ 
dintrict IkiukIh 
on certain 
ubjecti. 


15. Syed Makbul Elahi. 

16. Abdul Ohid Bara. 

17. Babu Panchanan Nandi. 

18. Nanda Lai Bhaduri. 

19. Babu Dina Bandliu Nandi.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

7. 

Will the Government be pleased to lav on the table a statement show- 
ing what i)ereentage of the total income of each district board in Bengal 
has been spent during the last live years on : — 

(a) medical relief; 

(/>) roads- 

(c) khals; 

(d) tanks and wells; and 

(e) primary education ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

" Statements giving the information asked for under heads (a), (b) and 
(e) are laid on the table. It is regretted that it is not po.ssible to furnish 
similar information in regard to heads (r) and (d) as statistics of the exjten- 
diture under tho.se heads are not available.” 

Slalriiieiit referred to -in the Anttwe.r to t^tiirxt/on N'o. 7 {imstirrred). 

A. 

l'ercent(((/e (»f Distrirt inrnme sjteHi on (ifmerdf Medical Kt^lahltslanents and 

liosj/tfals and dntjte/tsanes. 


his'i’Kicr Bo\kd. 


! iyi4-lO. 

1 

1 in .VIC. 

Ili]b-17 

iyi7-iH 

1918-111. 

liurdvviUi 

... 

i .*) *r> 

1 

7-.'. 

4-<S 

! r>-6 

.V4 

liirlthuiii 


1 ‘.♦•I* 

i;-d 

i7-;i 

7-4 

9i 

Hankuru 


4-,S 


2-5 

4-1) 

i 4-4 

Midiiupore 

... 

:t-2 

41 

1) 

4-6 



... 

1 

1 

i 

S'] 

, KKl 

1()'4 

12-:5 

llowi'aii 


1 

7'<S 

G-2 

t;-s 

7-2 

^4-1 'arc'll lias 


.•1-0 


4*0 

4-:> 

4*4 

Nadia 


.V(l 

tr'd 

G-4 

4dl 

frS 

Mursliidahad 

... 

0*2 

f>'4 

ir2 


1 

JpHSGre 


.'>•2 

6*4 

.'>•2 


.vy 

Khulna 



s-s 


,s*s 

8-8 

Dacca 

... 

14-7 

12-0 

! id-f) 

12-1 

12-8 

MyiJicusingh 

... 

:!•:» 

S-4 


0*11 

8*2 

Faridpur 


4-7 

VO 


d’7 

5*1 

Bakarganj 

... 

vS-7 1 

r:\ 

7-7^ i 

7‘7 

7*8 

(’hittagong 

... 

1 

6’5 1 

.S-4 

6‘8 I 

6-7 ! 

1 

6*1 
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[ 



1914 ir» 

’ 1915-16 

' 1918-17. 

1917-lH. 

1 191H-19 

rip|)era 

... 


4*2 

4G 

.V4 

5*6 

Noakhali 

... 

.VI 

6-2 

.'►•y 

7-0 

(S*t; 

jjtajHlialn 


4 2 

4 -.5 

4*S 

4-0 

.51 

Piiiajpur 


f)-! 

:V7 

:V4 

41 

4 a 

ial})itiguri 


:k6 

;k(> 

2*y 

a* 2 


RanisHun' 


1 1 

7-;i 

7*.5 

105 

11*4 

8ogra 


4 7 

r*-;; 

7:; 

71 

, S-2 

i 

?abnri 

... 

;ki 

. »'4 

2-7 

;ks 

:s-9 

kfaliia 



S'O 

7U 

2-5 

' S-7 

Stitrun' nt rt‘t (‘r rt‘il 

fn 

In tlu‘ iusau^r tn 

(^hii'st^ifn \(). 7 { unst <( . 




B. 




J*^‘rr^■flt(lf/e t)l 

Dislrti't li^Kit'd sfit^nt nn vttntinunu'.n tiftns. 


1 )ls 1 1 r>' 1 \ l:l< 


1914-1,'. 

i‘u:» 10 

lyir. 17. 

121 7- IK 

121 K- 12 

Burilwaii 

... 


r»s*9 


lS-0 

:;2*s 

Birt>innii 

... 

47:; 

:k5-s 

1 :;6i 

:;i;-7 

22*2 

B.iiikiirt 

... 

:;74) 

\.wj 

! 151 

i 

2S-4 

27:; 

Vfulniip'nv 


:;2-i 

4»;(; 

.5:;b 

47-5 

5 IS 

[Ino^Oily 



17*2 


40-2 

;;(;*4 

finvvritli 

... 



; 171 

45-0 

42*5 



47-:; 

71) 

67 *.) 

;;7i 

;;o*o 

I*s.nrui 


r>4'2 


46-2 


;;i-t; 

Vlijrslinlal»a<l 

.. 

i;2 

46 1 

1')-- 

4;;-i 

:ii*i 

JtHJrtorr 




' ;;24> 

21*5 

22-5 

Kliuhiu 

... 

:;s'7 

.51*4 

10 2 

:;2-s 

:»6*r, 

Dac(!a 


:;4-7 

:;i-i 

! ;;6<; 

2.S-1 

22-S 




r>9*s 

. .54-2 

42-5 

52*:; 

Faridpui 

... 1 


22-S 

42'S 

27*2 

22-(.' 

Bakur^anj 


r>r)-4 

441 

:v.6y 

42-.S 

:u*5 

^hiltu^(»ng 


r»(;Ti 

02-7 

57 -y 

42*2 

41*9 

nppt^ra 


2s r> 

.4()-9 

j 24-7 

2.') *5 

;u*o 

Koakhali 

... 1 

:J7-2 

.OOl 

1 3(t-2 

:;o-l 

:;4*7 

kajHhahi 

... ! 

f;0-2 

4:vii 

j ;ie-y | 

1 41-2 

1 

:45*5 

Diiiajpiir 

• . 

...| 

.00*0 

' 

5;t<) 

46-4 

32*0 

lalpai^nri 

t 

,7j 

02-6 

I 61-7 

1 

, r>()'y 

J _J 

641 

49*1 

i 


17 


3 
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Quesitons and Answprs, 


[;iRD February, 


District Boakh. | 


1 

DMO 17 

1917-lw. 

j isi8-iy. 

Kaiif'piir 

1 

' 4H-1 

41-7 

;ic-s 

BU'7 

26-8 

Hogra 


27-9 

i'7-.s 

:ir>-7 

, :ii-o 

Palma 

1 B4-S 


I ;i2-7 

2:5-8 

j 

1 :5;( 5 

Malda 

f)Hl 

47-9 

i ;i7-7 

j ;i9-B 

! ;i4-9 

1 


Statement referred to in the Answer to Question No. 7 {unstarred). 

c« 


Percentage of DiatricL Pnutrd incotnr spent on Pm/iarg Education. 


Distkkvi Boaki*. 


1 1914-15. 

i 1915-11; 

1 

i 19H;-17. 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 

Biirdwan 

... 

d*2 

1 1 *9, 

9-2 

9'S 

10-0 

Dirhluun 


H-0 

12*2 

16-9 

16-7 

20-0 

Hank lira 

... 

2:k5 

10-4 

1 2-S 

2.5-9 

2K'4 

Midnapore 


11-S 

2(1*K 

27-2 

2.5-0 

2.5-0 

Hooghly 


7G 

12-G 

; 

14-;5 

1.5-7 

Howrah 


12*J 

24-:’> 


> 17-2 

19-1 

24-l^argauaB 


9-5 

im; 

9*9 

112 

11-6 

Nadia 


12-2 

ir>Mi 

i(;-9 

19-4 

11-2 

Mursliidahad ... 


7'S 

1. '■.-() 

! 1 D7 

17 -.5 

17-9 

JeBBOlT* 


UM 

! 

1 21*4 

I 

; l(;-2 

9-4 

1.5-0 

Khulna 

... 

KKS 

i2-(; 

i i;97 

9-9 

1.5-4 

Dacca 


BJS 

25-4 

1 27-:; 

2(;-4 

28-<S 

Mynicnsingh ... 

... 

211(1 

191 

■ 2(i-i; 

20-5 

j 

24-9 

Faridpur 


:9.i-7 

27-K 

2S-() 

24-6 

27 -.5 * 

Hakarganj 


is-s 

i 17-X 

i7-(; 

18-9 

20*5 

Dhittagong 



i lS-4 

1 

lS-7 

20-(; 

2.5-1 

Tippcra 

... 

2:k4 1 

1 

1 ;22*1 

2.4-7 

26-0 

29-4 

Noakhali 

... 

29-4 1 

( 

25-2 

19-0 

24-6 

29-8 

Rajsliahi 

... 

17-C 

25-2 

21 -5 

7-7 

24-2 

Dinajpur 


17-2 

1 

24*7 

22-(l 

17-9 ; 

24-7 

Jalpaignri 

1 

20-B 

19*5 

lS-4 

20-0 i 

17-4 

Rangpur 

... 1 

2:m 

2^5-9 

2:’)-0 

‘ j 

24-3 

Hogra 

1 

24*4 

241 

2.5-4 

26-2 

29*8 

Pabn:i 

”• 1 

22*2 

2(1-6 

« 

24-5 

21-0 

j 

28-0 

Malda 

...i 

1 

17-r) 1 

i 

17-S 

17-4 j 

2()-6 1 

20-4 





1920.] (^fu€i>lions awl Answers. 

By the Hoii’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

8 . 

Will the GoveriiimMit be pleased to state the following partieulars alKUit 
tlie Joint Teeh ideal Board, namely: — 

(a) the history of its formation, /.e., the faets and cireumstanees lead 

ing to its formation ; 

(b) the ordinary funetions of the Hoard; 

(c) the names of the memlers of the Board; and 

(d) the remuneration or emolmnent of the moml>ers^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(n) Trior to the formation of the Joint 'fecJiineal Kxamination Ikianl, 
Jie overseer and siih o\’erseei’ examinations of the A}>prentiee Department 
)f the (hvil Kngineenng (\)llege. Sibpur, were eondncted by members of tin' 
itaff of that College, ami until 190*2 all institutions in the old proxiriees of 
Bengal and I^astern Bengal ami Assam teaidiing uj> to the overseer oi’ sub 
)verseer standards took tlies(' examinations. In the year 1902 the Bihar 
School of Kngineenng was given permission to eonduet its own examinations 
ndefiendently of the Civil Kngineenng College, Sibpur. The eertifu'ates, 
(warded to successful students of the Civil I'mgineering College, Sibpiii, and 
)f all the te(‘hnic‘al schools alhliated to it. were signed bv tlu' Trim‘if)al of 
he Sibpui’ College, while those awarded to successful stinlents of tlu* Bihar 
School of Engineering were sigiie<l b\ the Trinci|)al of tJie Tatna College and 
'ountersigned bv the i liivctor (»f Tiiblic Instiaiction 1'hus overseer and sub 
iverseer certificates wen' awarded on the results of two different sets of 
ixaminations, controlled bv two p?‘acti(‘ally independent bodies, vi/ . the 
hvil Engineering College*. Sibpur. and the Bihar School of Engineering It 
vas considered desirable that the' cei'tificates should I'epresent similar (juali 
[cations throughout the* two provinces and this result could not tie attained 
(nless the examinations were* controlled bv a single authority. It was also 
elt that technical education had outgrowri the then system of examinations 
nd that the latter ^h</uld be improved In these circumstances the Board 
vas first constituted in 19()S 

(b) The functiou^ of the Board are - 

(/) to control the oversee?* and sul) overseer examinations in Bengal 
and Bihar and Orissa, and such other examinations as mav 
from time to time be placed under the (*ontrol of the Jhiard 

(//) to notify the results of t hi'se t'xaminations to the resnectiva* (h)vern 
ments and also to the institutions affiliated to tiie Ihiai'd; 

{Hi) to ap]»oinl examiiu'rs for these examinations. 

(ir) to receive and consider tla* reports of examiners, 

(r) to issue to candidates successful at these examinathms certific’ites 
signed by tlie T resident of the Board and also to issue practical 
training course certificates to those candidaUxs who have cmn 
pleted recognised courses of jiractical training to the satisfac- 
tion of the Board ; and 

(ri) to advise (Government with reference U) the syllabuses of studies 
to be followed in the classes jireparing for examinations corn 
duct/cd by the Board. 

(e) The members of the Boarrl are — 

• Er-officio President, 

1. Chief Engineer, Roads and Buildings Branch, Public Works 
Department, BeiigaL 


riu' .loint 
IVoiulical BoArd* 


3a 
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Questions arid Ansioers, 
Ex-officio Members, 


[3rd February, 


2. Superintending Engineer, Eastern Circle. 

3. Principal, Civil Engineering College, Sihpur. 

4. J^rincipal, Bihar School of Engineering. 

5. Head Master, Dacca School of Engineering. 

0 Suj)crintending Engineer, Sone Circle, Arrah. 


Ex ffici o Secret (I ry. 

7. Superintendent of Industries and inspector of Technical and 
industrial Institutions, Bengal. 

{(!) 'the ineinbers recreive no remuneration or emoluments for their duties 
’ in connection with the Board.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

9 . 

{(t) Is it a fact tliat it has been ])roposed to abolish the post of Assistant 
Surgeon in charge of the .Naia\ angaiij Vidoria Hospitalif 

{h) Are the Covernment aware that the peo])le of Marayarigaiij aie very 
strongly against the proposed abolition ? 

(c) Are the Covernment considering the desirability of dropping the' 
protiosal ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — ^ 

“ (a) There is no proposal before Covernment for the abolition of the 
))ost of assistant surgeon at Naravanganj. An a]>])li(*ation was submitted 
by the Secretary, European Doctor’s Fund. Naravanganj, to the Siirgeon- 
Ceneral (through the Civil Surgeon of Dacca) to the effect that the Euro- 
pean doctor maintained by private subscriptions might be a))pointed to 
the charge of the Narayanganj hosjiital and jail in pla(*c of the assistant 
surgeon. The municijiality has been asked to expi'ess their opinion regard- 
ing the proposal. 

(b) A copy of a resolution adojited at a meeting of the Bar Associatioh, 
INaravangani, protesting atjainst the abolition of the post of assistant surgeon 
has been received. ^ 

(r) Government are awaiting the opinion of the jNlaravniiganj muni- 
cijiality.” 


I*nRt of 

ARiintaiit 

Sur^oon, 

NarHyanp;an] 

Victoria 

Hoflpiial. 


The SnboMliiiate 
Civil Service. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

10 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what action has been taken 

for the improvement of the pay and prospects and terms and conditions of 
service of the Sulwrdinate Civil Service in Bengal in accordance with the 
resolution moved by the Hon'ble Babu 8. N. Ray and agieed to by Govern- 
ment in this Council on the 4th July, Ihlh? • 

(b) Has any scheme been formulated regarding the pay and the condi- 
tions of promotion relating to the above service ? 




(Questions Jnstcfra. 
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(r) Will the Governuieiit he j)Ieiise(l to state whetlier they are prepared 
D invite public opinion and the opinion of the ineinlK'rs of the service 
oncerned on any scheme which has been or may he formulated foi* the 
ubordinate Givil Service as has [yeen done in the case of the Provincial 
crvices in Bengal ? 

(d) Have the Government considered the recommendations in the report 
fk the Indian Gonstitntional Iteforins regarding the SulK)rdinate Services to 
rhich the attention of this Gouncil was drawn by the lloirble Bahu S. N. liav 
1 bis resolution on the 4tli July, 1919 ( 

{e) If not, have the Cio\erninent an\ such pro})osals now under (‘or^si 
eration in connection with the improvement of the Suhoi’dinate ( Jvil Servic’e 
1 Bengal ? 

(/) If the amalgamation of tlu‘ Suliordinate ('ivil Service with tin' 
Provincial Executive Service he not considered pra(tKai)le h\ Governnumt 
ow. will the Government he pleased t(» state whellu'r they intend to 
the recommendations of the Public Services Gmnmission on tlic 
vsuhject of the pa\ of the services manned h\ graduates, having in view the* 
.observations made by the Ilon ble Mr Kerr in his reply to tht‘ resolution 
moved by the Hon’ble Babn S N Hay ^ 

((f) Will the tiovernmeiit be pleasial to stale whether th(*\ have* 
consnlered the (|uestion of the mtrodiu'tion of a timt' s(‘ah' pay foi‘ tho 
Suboi’dinate Gi\il S(‘rvice, as reierri'd to b\ the Hon ble Mr. Kerr in re]d\ 
to the resolution mentioned al)ovt‘ ' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

(d). (h). (r). (d) (r), (/) and (a) ddie orders of the (jovernment of 

Ijidia regarding the future rec*ruitmenl . emoluments and conditions of service 
of the Provincial Givil Service ha\(‘ not yet been received, and the general 
position is still as statial by the lion ble Mr Kerr in his speec h on the resolii 
tion referred to namely, that no substantial investigation of the |)roblem of 
the future of tlie Subordinate Gi\’il Service' can be taken up until the ord(*rs 
regarding the service to which it is ancillary have b(*en rc'ceivcal (lovcnm 
ment ha\e, however, in the meantime und(*rtaken a preliminary re\ lew of the* 
j>roblem, and are now engaged in formulating such conclusions as are pos 
sable regarding the future recruitment work and emoluments of the Sulior 
. (linate Givil Service. ( 'ommisHioners and lic'ads of dc'partments, at tluur 
cc|nferenc*e in October last, furnisht'd (Government with their \ i(*ws on several 
pleading points that were referred to them; a more detailed examination is 
inow in process, and turther action will be decadcai upon on its completion. 
;E'ull consideration will be given to all relesant recommendations coiftaintal 
iiii the re|)ort of the Ihiblic Services Gommission and the repeu't on Indian 
Constitutional Reforms.” 


;y the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:- 


11 . 

With reference to the assurance given by tlie lion ’ble Mr. Kerr to 
lis Council on the 4th July, 1919, that the cjuestion of promotion from tlie 
ubordinate Service to the Provincial Service was already under the con- 
deration of Government and that the matter would \ye taken up almost im- 
lediately. will the Government be pleased to state what action has been 
iken in this connection ? 


Civil i'f'rvirt. 



22 


Quf'ativns and Answers, 


[3ri) Fkbhiury, 


Civil S(‘i vi< »*. 


Pr(nii(itn>n of 
Soil l)fpiiiy 
MagiHh Htos 
xesled wit li 
Int cU>jt powers. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ Shortly after the date of the speech referred to. tlie local Government 
submitted to the Government of India their proposals regarding the future 
recruitment of the Provincial Givil Service. These included a proposal as to 
the proportion of recruitment which should be made by promotion from the 
Subordinate Civil Service.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

12. 

{n) Will the Govcrjjiiient be f)1eased to state the present qualifica- 
tions for the promotion of an officer of the Subordinate Civil Service to the 
Provincial Service? 

{h) Will the same (jualifications apply in future? 

(c) Will the Governmenl be pleased to state the |)rinciple on which an 
officer of a. comjiaratively lower grade in the Subordinate Service is jiromoted 
to the higher service in sujier.session of the officers ol the higher gi’ades? 

{d) Upon what judncijile were the promotions made during the last 
ff years ? 

{e) Is there any age bar to })i‘oniotion form the Subordinate to the 
Provincial Service? 

(/) If so, will the GoverniiKUit be ])leased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the names of officers in the Subordinate (hvil Service with their 
present grades, who have been c’onsidered ineligible lor promotion owing to 
such bar, from the year Iff lb to Ifflff, year by year ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

(f/) There are no })res( ribed (|ualifu'ations Officers are selected for 
|)romotion on a review of the general merits ol then' work and ot the likelihood 
of their usefulness in the higher service. 

{b) No decision as to future rules has yet been arrived at. 

(r) The answer is contained in the answer to {a) above. 

{d) On the jirimajile stated in the answer to {(i) above. 

(c) Yes liule b of the rules for the recruitment of the executive braneh 
of tlie Provincial Civil Service lays down that an officer nominated for 
a()pointment l)y promotion from ’ another bramdi of Government service 
should not ordinarily exceed the age of 40. 

(/) Government do not consider it is in the public interest to lay such a 
statement on the table. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


13. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the instructions 
convVed in their letter No. 3885 A., dated Calcutta, the 8th August, 1911 
(published in the Calcutta Gazette of 16th April, 1919), to Commissioners ot 



()uesUonfi nutl 
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divisions on the .‘^ubjeet of nroniotion of Sub- Deputy Magistrates vested with 
St class powers to the rank of Deputy Magistrate and Collector within the 
ext 2 or 3 years from the time of their investment with such powers, have 
8en acted upon ? 


{h) If so, will the Government \\e pleased to state wdiether all the Sub- 
teputy Magistrates vested with 1st class powers from the year Ibll to 1017 
ave b^n promoted ? 


answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

(a) The instriu tions refc'rred to were acted upon until conditions aris- 
ig out of the v\ar necessitated the investing with 1st class powers of a 
trger number of Sub Deputy Magi.strates. A reference is invited to the* 
aswer given by the Hon'ble Mi*. Kerr to unstarred (jiiestion No 7 at the 
leeting of the Council held on the 3rd April, 1010. 

(b) All the Sub Deputy Magistrates vested with 1st class powers from 
le year 1011 tn 1017 liave not iK'en promoted 


y the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 


14 . 


Will the (jovernment be jileased to lav on the table:-- 

(/) a statement showing the names of the Sub- Deputy Magistrates 
vested with 1st class powers, their places of jiosting, and the 
work on which the\ were emploved in the two preceding vears 
(1018 and 1010), 


Sill* IV|»uty 

MagiHirah'M 
WHteij witli Nt 

I.'IhHH lioWlTM 


(//) a statement, year by year, showing the nuinlx'r of criminal cases 
tried and committed to the Court of Sessions, wdth tb(^ number 
of witnesses examined by the Sub Deputy Magistratf^s with 1st 
class powers at the stations to which tfiey were |)osted, in the 
two years nientioiieil above. 


(///) a statement, year by year, showing the number of criminal ca.ses 
tried and committed to the Court of Se.ssions, with the number 
of witnesses examined by the Subdivisional Officers oT those 
subdivisions to which Sub Dejiuty Magistrates jwith 1st class 
powers were also posted, in the two years mentioned above? 


nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ (/), (ii) and {ni) A statement show ing the names of Sub- Deputy Magis- 
ates now po.s.sessing 1st class powers and the stations to which they are at 
•esent posted is laid on the table. The further statements asked for would 
ke a considerable time. to procure (in con.sultation with kK‘al officers), and 
does not appear that their usefulness would justify the trouble involved 
their compilation. Government do not therefore propose to furnish these 
Eitements.’' 
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QuestlanH and AnsmiS. 


[Skd KkbkCarY. 


;pMrt of cattle 
tside Bengal. 


Slntf'in^nt referred to in lln- Answer tn (Question .Vo. 14 (un.sfarred) of the 
meeting of (.he 3rd Feb ruarg 19.20 


No. 

NaiiH s of Siili Maginli ute*> |)OMseM>iiig 

lirst class iMiWcrs, 



Stalioii to which posted. 

1 

Hiibii Sliariit Chandra (diatterjee 

Sir.tj'^anj Babna. 

2 

1 „ Hireiidra Kumar Baau 

Bir()j})ur, Bakarganj. 


,, Harinh Chandra Sarkar 

Barrack poro, 2l-Barganas. 

4 

Maul vi A lunad AM 

Birbhiim. 

r> 

Hahii Kadhika Mohan Basak 

(On leave). 

t; 

,, Atul IMharl vrOHain 

Burdwan. 

7 

,, Brakash (diandra Dull 

Asaiisol, Ihirdwan. 

S 

,, Aimilya Krishna Dutt 

Taml Ilk, Mid laporo. 


, Itajcinira Lai Atdiarji 

Ibicca ( 1 raiisforred temporarily to 
Bat 11 a khali). 

]() 

MauU'i A. F. M. Muhammad Mahniinl ... 

Khulna. 

11 

Bahu Hari (’ha ran Banerji ... 

Alipiir, Jaljiaioiiri (on Uia\'e). 


,, Cjicinlra Midian Ihisu 

1 ’*ogra. 


„ Bankim Bihari Milra 

(Oil l(‘a ve ). 

1 

14 i 

Mr. A. J. L. Mitra 

Sera 111 ] »ore, 1 1 ooglily. 

jr> 

Ihihu Manindra Nalh Basil ... ‘ 

Naogaon, Rajshahi. 

It; ■ 

„ 4’arapada Blial lacliar ji ... Biird\\.an. 

n 1 

Maiilvi Muhammad Ibraliim 

Magii ra, Jessore. 

IS 

Balm Siircndra Mohan Mura 

1 )acca. 

ID 

„ Kali (Mia an Miikharji 

Bat iiakhali, Bakarganj. 


,, KaUiini Mohan Las (Jiipla 

Bagerliai, Khulna. 

21 

,, Ivebati Raman Bariia 

Noa khali. 

22 

,, Bhani Bliusan Chakraliatti 

1 

Howrah. 

2;; ^ 

,, Siiresh Chandra Nandi 

( hilcutta 

24 

,, Nfvrendra Narayaii (Mnikrabarti ... 

Ti])|)era. 

25 

Maiil\ i Miiliammad Yahya ... 

(^liitiagong. 

26 

,, Jamiluddin Alimad 

Nadia. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

15 . 

(n) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any cattle have 
been exported out of Bengal during tlie last live years 
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(6) If so^- 

(i) by whom, 

(//) to what countries. 

(lii) for what purpose, and 
(ic) to what extent i 

piswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

“ {(i) Cattle have been ex})orteci from Calcutta durintij the last a years, 
t is not known whether any of these came from Benj^al or not 'Fhe bi’eeds 
referred in the Brazdiaii tiade come from (lir and (iujarnl 


(6) (/) The pnncijial exporters are .loakim Xahapiet and Company aiul 
le Straits Live Stock Company 

(//) A statement is laid on the table. 

(HI) It understood that they are exported )'o»* breeding purposes 
(ir) See answer to (//) " 


fit referred in the to Question No. lo {u)istnrred ) <d the tneetimj oi the 

Februtii'f/, shoioinij the numher of eaUlc exfho'ted f non (bdeuttn to Foreiijn 

Hit vies (III rinij thr i/cars J rom I9fd-15 to y.ly/r/Z fo Deceinhet i. 

I nn'.^ 20 

11)14 i:. our.-io luiG IT I'UT IS iinM-n* (AjmiIi.. 

, Oi romlu i ). 



N... 

No. 

N<» 

N<» Nu ! 

1 

So. 

tl» 

i 

§ 

iST 


»;:i4 

M 

4 

ll J 

lOi) 20 K 

yn 2r)H 

119 

ti 

Too 

2:*G 

102 

2o4 

lU 

SO 

St 1 lull.i 

llip:)i\ 

1 

1 

4 


• • 

... 


90 


'2'XA 

i 


;{7.> i,2i<; , 

742 

[■A iC’i’sTiOi HorsK. 


i\ H. 

.lostrn, 

A. laiKHCl*. 


id Janu tnj Vrjo. 


Snj/ertttiendent, 

Assislnnt (.lolleclnr fur 




tJepnrtmtnl. 

Slatiat trs. 



iy the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: 

16 . 

(a) Will tlie Government be pleased to state whetlier milk, butter, Kx port of milk, 
hee and meat (preserved and unpreserved) have been exported out of Bengal 
uring the last five years ( 

(5) If so, to what countries arm to what extent'? 

answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

* (a) No milk has been exported. Preserved meat has \yocn exported to 
small extent, but figuresMrave not l)een ke])t. Butter and Ghee have l>eeh 
cported . 

(5) Two statements are laid on the table.” 
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Biatemfyit referred to in the Amwer to QaeMion No. 1^) {unslarred) of the meeting of 
Srd February 1920^ sheioing the qua ntitiefi of Ghee'' exported from the President 
Bengal in each official year from 1914-15 to 1919-20 [April to December). 


Countries to whioh exported. 

1914-15. 

1915-16. 

1916-17. 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 

IIP 


Ihs. 

ll)«. 

1))S 

11)8. 

11)8. 

lb* 

United Kingdom 

50,098 

62,810 

42.244 

13,067 


13. 

Maldives 

6,8:V2 

11,964 

2,992 

7,046 

4,928 



Ceylon 

29,768 

13,396 

20,611 

92,749 

7,405 

a, 

Straits Settlements 

1,892,7.*55 

1,964,633 

1,692,262 

1,361,432 

929,726 

608, 

Federated Malay StaU*s 

15,764 

16,067 

6,970 





Hong Kong 

313,456 

199,737 

1 96,402 

‘M6,063 

165,033 

166, 

Britisli Borneo 




7,675 

4,100 


EKJ'pt 


3,340 

10,386 

100,450 

123,118 

22, 

Capo Colon} 

48,311 

40,960 

16,265 

128,135 

13.844 


Natal 

247,455 

185,716 

85,502 

274,042 

205.314 

70 

Transvaal 




9,384 



Rhodesia 





410 




Mauritius and Dependencies 

208,593 

224 998 

217.670 

23 *.741 

39.070 

122, 

Britisli West India Islands 

89,.'»4« 

153.035 

231,467 

47.510 

203,153 


Britiah Cuiuna 

156,3(53 

1 

155,869 

235,950 

16.426 

112.634 

36, 

New South Wales 

19,710 

62,358 

27.923 ' 

1 

1,971 

6,112 

, 1 

Fiji Islnuds 

177,936 

111,575 

251,223 

204,429 

167,436 

77,1 

New Zealand 


4,107 



1 




Philippines 



I 

2,762 

8.010 

4. 

Sumatra 

1,992 

8,170 

1 

1 

1 

... . 



Java 

21,856 

20,406 

21,308 

17,427 

54,488 

52, 

Celebes, etc. ... ••• 



1,971 




Siam 

67,092 

63,080 

72,636 

38,387 

18,295 

c 27.1 

China 

• 

68,189 

80,271 

100,286 

130,469 

69,076 

^ 49. 

Japan 

202 

904 

1,162 j 

6.150 

4,196 

1 

Portiiguese Fast Africa 

5,600 

3,489 

l,f42 ' 

i 

26.044 

52,230 


Dutch Guiana 

5,494 

6,399 

5,663 


7,878 


Madagascar 



.. i 

i 

. . 1 


410 



Total ... 1 

3,426,772 

3,394,284 

! 

3,242,535 j 

i 

2,896,769 

f 

2,196,456 

1.257. 


Calcutta Custom House, C. W. Joseph, A. Burrup, 

Assistant Collector for 


The fiSnd January 1920 . 


Superintendent, 
Statistical Department. 


Statistics, 


Questions and Ansicers, 

if referred to in the to Question Nc» \tLnsiarr€(D oj the ineciing of the 

Fehruary. 1920, shorriny the quantities of hutter exiKirted from the Presidency of 
jal in each ojfficial yea r from 19l4-lo to 1918-19 and ntiw ifionihs oj 1919^*^0, 


Nine moiitlie 


Butrif'- to wliifh 

‘ 1104 15 

11>15-1G llUG-l?. 1 

i 

mi? IH 

11U8-19. 

of 

••xpurtftl. 



1919-20. 


ii>K. 

' ■ 1 

ll»H. ll**l. 

link. 

11>H. 

IOh, 

ploiii 


i 


... 1 

48 


4,4Gii 

:iS4 G'JS 

‘2. Gilo 

61 

j 


JG 

‘ I 

i 

3,780 

, 10, .362 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.S6 



! 



... 

TotJil 

4,4HG 

.584 j 710 

G,:iao 

• U».4‘23 

104 

t CrsTo.M Hocsk, 


H. .losKPH, 


A. lUTKRCr, 

/ JatiU'jry lUJO. 


Supp) INtfOntPOf, 


As^titaot CoU« 

rlnr for 



Statist tea 1 Depu Hmeti t. 


StatiiticB. 


i the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: - 
17 . 

{(i) ^Vlll the (joverniiieiit he pleiised to state how manv Indians have Appntntraent 
en appointed to the I’reventive Servite since IhlO, wlien the department 
IS thrown o{>eri to J ndians hy the Secretarv of State S(T'T.< 

{h) Is it a fact that only one Indian has heen appfiinted as Preventive 
Seer, and that also very recent 1\ ' 

(c) Is it also a fact that a nutnlH^r ot Indians, includirif^ some meml)ers of 
e Bengali Regiment, have ap[>lied for afipointment in the Preventive 
?}1artment ? 

{d) Is it also a fad that the Polle( tor of (’nsU)ms has informed them 
at he will wait to see how the one Indian who has lieen appointed ac<juits 
mself before he afipoints an\ mon* Indians '' 

{e) Will the (ioveriiment he fdeased to state the reasons why the orders 
the Secretary of State have not heen given effect to in this (‘onnection ? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of formulating a 
^finite scheme to ensure that the orders of the Secretary of State passed in 
lis behalf in 1910 wall l)e given effect b)? 


nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr;— 

“ (a) Two, both recently. 

(b) See reply to (a). 

(c) Yes. 


4 a 
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{d) The Collector of Customs recollects making no such statement. 
There are, however, good grounds for watching the results of these recent 
appointments. 

{e) and (/) This depends altogether on whether, when vacancies occur, 
applicationH arc rcc(dvod from Indians with the necessary qualifications. 
In future all vacancies in the Preventive Service will be advertised in the 
principal Calcutta newspapers. ’ ’ 


Benp^al oflicerf 
and Articles 
‘202 (c) and 375 
of the Civil 
Service. 
Kegiilations. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

18 . 

{(i) Is the service of a probationary or officiating Sub-Deputy Collector 
taken into consideration in counting the period of two years mentioned in 
ai’ticles 202 {c) and 375 of the Civil Service Regulations? 

(b) Is it a fac^t that the three conditions mentioned in the said articles 
were inifiosed on the analogy of the rules regulating cases of Police 
Probationers and temporary and officiating Assistant Superintendents of 
Police? 


{(') Is it a fact that the first two of the above-mentioned three (conditions 
do not now apply to the Police Probationers and temporary and offkciating 
Assistant Superintendents of Police? 

((/) Is it a fact that the temporary Kanungos in the Settlement Depart- 
ment (count their service towards leave and pension from the date of their 
apfiointment if they are subsequently promoted to be Sub-Deputy Colh'ctors 
and Dejiuty CVillectors? 

{e) Are the Covernment considering the desirability of moving the 
Government of India to dispense with the first two conditions of articles 
202 (r) and 375 of the Civil Service Regulations so far as they apply to Bengal 
officers ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

{a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

{})) The concession allowed in 1886 to temporary and officiating Assis- 
tant Sufierintendents of Police of (‘ounting their service towards leave and 
jiension, jirovided that they have passed their examinations and served two 
years in the department, was extended in 1800 to members of the Provincial 
Executive Service, and in 1014 to the Subordinate Exe(*utive Servicce. 

(r) In the altered conditions of the Police service Articles 202 (c) and 
375 no longer apply to it. 

{d) The answer is in the affirmative. 

{e) The question is under consideration with regard to the Provincial 
Executive Service in (Connection with the recommendations of the Public 
Services Commission,'' 


Rolease of 

political 

pritoncra. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

19 . 

{n) AVill the Government be pleafsed to state whether all the political 
offenders in Bengal, including those detained under the Defence of India Act 
and Bengal Regulation III of 1818, have been re]ea.«ed in accordance with 
His Gracious Majesty’s Royal Proclamation? 

{b) If not. will the Government be pleased to publish a list giving the 
names and number of those who are still under detention? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ (a) The Hon'ble Member is referred Id the i^nswer lo (jiieslioii No. 41. 

(b) Government are not j)re})ared to |>ublish the names of the persons 
till in detention.’' 


ly the Hen*bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: - 

20 . 

(a) Is it a fait that there are two liostels of the l)ac‘('a College one the 
3acca College Hostel, the other the Secretariat Hindu Hostel? 

(h) Is it a fa(‘t that there was a distinct understanding lietween tlie 
jovernment and the College authorities that no student would be fcu'ced to 
ive in the Secretariat Hostel so long as there was a vacancy in the main 
lostel ? 

(c) Will the (joverninent be |>leHsed to state how inanv seats were vacant 
it the beginning of the last s(\ssion (/.c., duly 191S), in the two hostels, how 
the seats were filled up. and how many seats were vai‘ant throughout the 
last session. se[)arately in each of the two hostels f 

{d) Is it a fact that some students were compelled to join the Secre 
TariAt Hostel '^ 

(e) Is it a fact that the studimts in the main hostel w'er(‘ not reipiired 
to pay seat -rents previous to August, HUS ' 

(/) Is it a fact that Mr V (' I'ui’mT. Principal of the ('olk'gin has 
imposed seat-rents in the mam hostel ' 

(g) W ill th(‘ (jovernmeiit be pl(‘ased to state whetlu'r such .seat rents 
have been sanctioned by the (iov mminent ^ If .so, from what date W’as sin’h 
sanction given ? 

* (4) Is it a tact that 11 k‘ ^eal lent.s ha\e been rtnili/ml since Inl\ 191S? 

If the saiH’tion of the (jovernment was given later tliaii that date will the 
(government be pleased to state on what authority the Princi|)al enforced the 
realization of these payments/ 

(/) is it a fact that the sanu* Princijial, Mr. I* C d'nrner, realized the 
college fee at the rate of Ks 9 without the sanction of the ( jovernmmit last 
year and that the money had to be refunded ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley: 

(a) In addition to the two hostels mentioned, there is a Muhammadan 
hostel in the Eastern Bengal and As.sam Secretariat buildings 

{b) The answ^er is in the negative. 

(c) The immlier of vacancies was as follows: 



•Inly, llMH 

I’lirou^lxml till' 



S MMldll 

College HoHtt'l 

17 

z> 

Hindu HosU'l 

77 

as 


The vacancies were filled by students newly joining the follege. 

(d) The aiisw^er is in the affirmative. 

(e) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(/)• { 9 ) (^) Wfth the consent oi the Divisional (amirnissioner, who 

is the President of the Governing Body of the College, the Principal has teen 
realizing seat rents from September 1918 in anticipation of Government 


Oftci'n CoUeg<^ 
liottlclH. 
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sanction. The matter has been referred to Government and is under their 
consideration. 

(?) The Governing Body of the Dacca College made pro})osaIs in April, 
1018. that the ordinary fee of the ('ollege should be raised from Rs. 6 to 
lis 9 per mensem, with effect from the beginning of the vsession, and that 20 
f)er cent, of the admissions should be made at the concession rate of Rs. 3 
per mensem. When the admissions were made, no reply had been received 
to the letter embodying these proposals, and students who were admitted 
paid at the rate of Rs 9 on the distinct understanding that the balance of 
Its. 3 would l>e returned to them if Government did not accept the proposal 
of the (joverning Body. Rupees 3 was accordingly refunded on receipt of 
orders from Government disapproving of the proposal.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

21 . 

, . . . , Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing the 

nnd.M iiM' Court iiuml^er of primary schools in each of the estates under the Court of Wards 
WaniM. in the Maharaja 1'agore’s estates under Government? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAipin: — 

“ A statement is placed on the table showing the number of primary 
schools in each of the estates under the Court of Wards, which are in receipt 
of a grant or (;ontribution from the estates The rest of the question con- 
cerns the private affairs of a private individual, which do not affect the 
public, and Government are not prepared to make public information about 
them.” 


SU(((‘))ietd refenrd to in the answer to question So. 21 [unsin rred) shon'ing the 
)}Uinhcr of itrifnnry schools in each oj the estates under the Court of 
udiicli are in receipt of grants or eontrihut ion from the estates. 







I hstrict. 

NaiiM' <»!' EtslaO- 


Nninkt'r of 





primar} rcIiooIs,. 

Midiiiiporc ... 


... l*a(djot^arli 


10 

Ditto 


... .)har^:!:r;ini ... 


IS 

lloo^dily 


... Uoinchec i>. L. Mnkharji 

'Fruat 




Kstatt‘. 





... (Tol)ar<lun<j:a 

... 


24-nariL»anas and 

,1‘^bHsorc 

... .iaiibazar ^o. I. 


IS 

MiirnliMlabad 


... Kasiiol>azar War<l 


n 

Klnilna 


... Sycdj)iir Trust 



Dacca 


... Nawah Family estates ... 

... 

2 

Do. 


... Ithavval 


61 

MyiiioiiHingli 


... Santosh six uiinaH 

... 

11 

liakur^^anj ... 


... DakBhin Sluihabazpur ... 


4 

Ditti> 


... ' Del) Nath Duua 


1 

Ditto 


... 1 Khantakhali 


1 

... 


... : Raj Kissen Banarji 


8 

Ditto 


... Ram Kataii Towari 


1 

J.)irto 


... 1 Salamat Ali Khan 


3 

TipjJcra 


... ; Kaaimbazar (Sarail) ... 


17 

Noakliali 


... j Kalitara Sen (xupta 


1 

Dinajpnr 


... j Churaman ... 


25 

Ditto 


... H. C. Boral 


2 

Ditto 


... J. C. Boral 


2 

Ditto 


... JanbazarNo.il. ,... 


20 

Ditto 


... Majdiha 


1 

Han^'pur 


... KaBiinbazar Ward 

! 

... , 

i 

2 
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90() j — i/iiestionf^ aiifl Anstoerfi, 

ly the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: - * 

22 . ^ . 

(//) Will the (Government he pleased to publish a report on 
,anitary condition of the Manikganj subdivision and the steps taken to 
mnrove it. in “ont inuation of the report \vhi(*h lias been published as 
\ppen{lix “ tl "to the Proceedings of the Council, datecl 14th Alarch. 1918j 

(h) Will the (Jovernnient be pleased to publish a similar rejiort in regard p, vision. 
,0 the Tangail subdivision, and other insanitary areas within the Dacca 
li vision? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (a) and (b) A report on the sanitary condition of the Tangail sub- 
livision is laid on the library table (Jovernment regret that the staff at 
dieir disposal is not sufficient to enable a complete sanitary survey to be 
nade of the Manikganj subdivision and other insanitary areas in the Daciai 
Division.” 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 


23 . 

Will the (ioverninent be jileased to lay on the table an account of tlie 
work done by the Director of Industrie's since his appointment. partiiaihu K 
in the following directions:— 


Woik (Jonc l»> 
t lir I hM^ftor of 

I iiiliiMti len. 


(i) cairvirig on a survey of tl>e industrial resources and jiossihililies 
of Hengal ; 

{//) guiding tlie industi'ial enterprises started after the cessation of tlie 
war liy giving them information and advice, 

{Hi) encouraging tlie manufacture by demonstration and pioneering ol 
tho.se articles that were heing imjiorted from Clermanv and 
Austria before the war ^ 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Marr: - 

“ A copy of the Administration Iteporl of the Director of Indu.stries 
is placed on the library table. 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

24 . 

(ff) Will the (Jovernment be pleased to say whether the Director of 'l ii<- 1 'intior of 
Industries was also the Controller o! Munitions and the Meteorologist of 
Bengal till the end of the last calendar year ( 

(b) How much was he drawing as salary in the different capacities'! 

(c) How much has been spent for the Dejiartinent of Industries up to 
the end of 1919 ? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Marr: — 

“ (a) The Director of Industries, Bengal, is er-officio the Controller of 
Munitions of the province. In April 1919, when Mr. .1. C. K. Peterson, the 
Director of Industries, went on leave, Mr. D. B. Meek, who had l^een the 
Assistant Controller of Munitions and who had lieeii allowed to retain his 
previous appointment as the Meteorologist of Calcutta, was apfiointed as 
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Officiating Oirfector of Industries and Controller of Munitions, Bengal, up 
to the end of the last calendar year. Mr. Meek was allowed to work as the 
Meteorologist in addition to his double functions of Director of Industries 
and Controller of Munitions. 

(i») The pay of the Director of Industries, Bengal, was Rs. 2,800 per 
month. Mr. Meek used to get the following salaries:— 

Rrt. A. E. 

Pay as .Assistant Controller of Munitioii.s ... 5)00 0 0 

Acting allowance as Officiating Director of 

Industries, Bengal ... ... 1,066 10 8 

Ah Metoorolcgist, Calcutta ... ... 410 0 0 

As Controller of Munitions ... ... Nil. 

(c) A sura of Rs. 42,661 has Iteen spent on the Department of Industries 
up to the end of 1919.” 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

25 . 

Carrying out Will the Government be pleased to state which of the recommendations 

ot ti'e of the Indian Industrial Commission the Director of Industries intends to 

r/tirimimu’'’' immediate future and what arrangements have been or are 

industriJ * going to be made for the purpose? 

Cumnnasiotj. 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Marr:— 

” The Director of Industries has submitted certain propo.sals, which 
are now under the consideration of Government, but there are various points 
still unsettled. 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

26 . 

The Director of (^) Government be plea.sed to state whether it is a fact that 

Induetrioa. Mr. J. C. K. Peterson, i.c.s., was ajipoiiited Director of Industries in 1918 
and took leave shortly after for a year and that he subsequently resigned and 
joined service under a ])rivate Coinjiany? 

{b) Is it also a fact that Mr. D. B. Meek, formerly Professor of Physics 
in the Presidency College, Calcutta, who was Assistant Controller of Muni- 
tions, became (bntroller of Munitions and Officiating Director of Industries 
and I'emained all the time the Meteorologist of Calcutta? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Marr: — 

” (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes.” 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 


Text-booku in 
the Ooveruiueut 
Bill a eclioul«i in 
the Prertideucy 
kud Burdwau 
Diviaioua. 


27 . 

(a) Will the Government be plea.sed to state whether it is a fact that the 
text-books in the Government Zilla Schools of the Presidency and Biirdwan 
divisions are different? 

(b) If so, w'hy? 


(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of prescribing a 
uniform standard at least for those tw'o divisions pending the proposed unifi- 
cation of curricula and revision of text book rules throughout the province? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

(a) and (6) Head masters of secondary schools have been authorized 
by Government to select and prescribe text- books from the approved list. 
Uso uniformity of standard as regards text-l)ooks is. therefore, possible. 

(c) The answer is in the negative. '' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhurj:— 

28 . 

(a) W ill the Government be pleased to state after inquiry the reasons stwnuer 
why the up and down ^arainganj to Goalimdo Kxpmss steamers do not touch 
at Kamalghat (Munshiganj) which is the head(|uarters station of an impor- (MuiTs^hmi) 
tnnt subdivision like Munshiganj ? 

( h) Is it a fact that these steamers pass by the gliat ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that these steamers stoj) at llhagyakuU 
and Rajbari which are not so important as Munshiganj? 

(d) Are the Government awaie that inconvenience is felt by the inhnbi- 
tants and officers of Munshiganj in this matter and that great delay takes 
place also in receiving and despatching the mail bags^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: - 

{(f) Govcimmeiit are mtonncd lliat the K\prcs.'> up and down Narain- 
gaiij-Goaliindo steamers do not toncli at Kamalghat (Munshiganj) because 
if this were done it would probably involve the missing of the connection with 
the Mail trains at either end. 

(b) Yes. 

• (r) Tlie Up Expre.ss ste;)mcr does not at present call at Bhagyakul for 

v\ant of time d'he Down Express does stop, but this f)ractice may have to 
l>e discontinued at any time for the above reason Passenger traffic is 
heavier at Bhagyakul than at Munshiganj 

(d) Governiiieiit are aware tliat inconvemence is caused to the inhabi- 
tants of Munshiganj by the pre.sent arrangiMiient; ami that the mails have to 
leave eaidier ami to arrive later than would otluu’wise be the case 

The Steamer Companies will l)c asked to considei- tlu' (jii(‘stio!i 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

. ■ 

{(t) W^ill the Goveriiiiicnt l>e pleased to state whetlim' it i.s a iact tluil a 
time scale of pay has been introduced in the l^engal Sec'reiariat b)r the lower 
division clerks from 1st Oc tober, 1919 ? ir/tin* 

, . . , .1* I . Sccrctiirut . 

(b) What are the miininum and maximum rates ol pa,) under the nevN 
scheme and the rate of increment ? 

(c) How many years' service will a clerk liave now to f)ut i,n to entitle 
him to Rs. 100 per mensem? 

{d) Is it not a fact that many clerks have been adversely affe( te \1)\ 
the new scale as they will not l>e allowed to count their past service^ to'^ards 
increment ? 

• 

{e) Are the Government taking any steps to mitigate tl>e liardsbips 
caused by this division ? 



34 Und Answers. [3ed FkbkuAbt, 

(/) Is it not a fact that the IcrtiW (li^’ision clerks memorialised for a uiini<- 
mum of Ks. 50 and a maximum of Rs. 1200,an.d also asked for a hojise reni 
allowance of 25 per cent, of pay or ^puse aceommodation on a deduction of 
10 per cent, of pay. - * ' . f , ’ » * " " * 

. {g) Ha.s the 8cale'c4.pay^f.the lower divisiofi clerks bieeii' revised jn the 
offices of the Accountatptrtienerai; Bengak Controller ofGtfJtrpnpy, ConWvoller.^ 
India Treasuries, , 'Aocdtmtant>lG!eneral, Post and Te]%raphs, Deputy 

Accountant^Ggnerai, PoSt"|miJ TSl^faphs? ' ' v; r 

, (h) What- |t:?e 'the mihhnum and maximum*^rateir^ jjay a®^k*increniept 
oader the new scale iritfoduced in these offices! ''A/'--': ^ i V ~ 

{%) Will the Gfov^Bs^fc be Ito the ip tl^pse 

offices i« considered tP be superior to'lhat of jQtf Si^reta^at ^ \ ~ ' 

(j) Are thfti,; Government aware*- that iic. Gov^iiient-of India^has 

addresed a Despatch to tlie Secretary of State reco^iBehdnffi sanction to 
a time scale of pay of Rs. 100—8—^0 for the lowfendlS^isibn olferks- in-4he 
India Secretariat? - • ' • , • 

(k) Haventhe Government considered whether the -clerks. wilTbe ablg- 
to meet the cost of living under the new, scale of pay now sanctioned ? 

Xf) Is it a fact that a rule has reSently been made* stopp^ direct 
recruitment of outsiders in the upper division of the Secretariat tin all the 
deserving lower grade assistants who entered the Secretariai before 1st 
April 1910 are promoted to that grade? . 

(vi) If so, has any deviation been made from this .rule sxtbsepuently ? 


Answer by the Mon’ble Mr. Marr:- 

“ (a), (b), {(1), {e) (g). (/t) and (i) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the 
replies given to siniiliir questions asked to-day by the Hon’ble Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur. 

(c) 1 7 years’ service \\ill bring a clerk to Rs 101 a month, unless ^topped 
previously at the efficiency bar, which lias -been lixed at Rs. .100 for cWks 
already employed in the Secretariat prior to llie revision of pay and at 
Rs. 80 for others. 

(/) Yes 

0)No -- _ , 

(k) This was taken into consideration in revising the pay. ' 

(/) ^ es, though the rule affecting Miihainmadan recruitment hhs not 
been waived: neither has the rule which permits the recruitment of outsiders 
when oflierwi.se a po.st cannot be suitably filled. 

(ill) No. *Unle.ss in the special cases referred to above.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Raj^ Chaudbuci: — 

30 . 

ApiKu-ntmeDt of ('0 Will The Government be pleased to refer to the reply given to my^ 
IndlMi* to question at the meeting of the Legislative ^oimefl held on the IStn December,. . 

1919, regar(Jing appointments* to tlje Customs Preventive Service; say , 
' * whether applications were invited from suitable Indians, by advert.feement 

in the newspapers ? * ^ ' 

(5) If not, are the Governmeirtxdnsidering the d®irabiKty_of difaptingf ' 
that this should be done in thrcase'ofTnture appointmiento"? ‘ 
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1920.]* • Questions and Aiwrere. 

AiNweir tlw fionHile Mr. Marr': — 

■ TTo: 

(b) Gl>vctf“Bntteiit have requested the Collector o( Customs, Calcutta, 
to advertise in future all vacancies in the Customs Preventive Service.” 

By tlMt^oirlile Baliu Srojendra KishOr Ray Ohaud|iMn:— 

mkny Inspectors of Factories and ^iler liispectors are there io*peoior»®f 
under the Goyeriiaieat of Bei^aljana how manf pf t%m ans Indians ? 

(ft) Are vacanoi^ in these posts for ladians^ajlvertised in the neWs- 

papers! - U 0 |erninfiit. 


Answer by the Hon ’bib Mr; Marr :— 

Factory Defartment. 

(tit)^Xhei*e are four Inspectors of Factories (one temporary) for thC' 
three pwvincfes of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa and Assam, none of whom ie an 
Indian. 

(b) All vacancies are advertised in the newspa[)ers. 

BofLER Department. 

{(j) There are eight Boiler Inspectors, none of whom is an Indian, for 
the provinces of Bengal and Bihar and Oris.sa. 

(b) Vacancies have not hitherto been advertised in the newspapers/’ 


By the Hon’Me Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

* 32. 

Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing the number Mntor Bcci«iBat« 
of motor accidents in Calcutta during the last 5 years! in (MIouttn. 


Answer, by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

‘‘ The statistics are kept for persons hurt, not of ” accidents;” a state- 
ment giving details of the former is laid ou the talde. The figures for 1919 
are given subject to further check. ’ ’ 

• 

Statement referred to in the Answer to Ctnincil Quefifion No. S2 {unf^farred) 

^ " - 0 / the 3rd 1920. 
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By tht Hon’ble Babu Brojendra IQshor Chaudhuri: — 

rAlJ- ^ ^ 

, " ‘ j ^ ^ It *ijr V'. 

Will the GoVernhiefft be pleased to state vvhether the time scale of j)ii\ Tiia»i»B»te of . 
•recomtoeuded l^y.the Public ^rvices Gomn^ton. for tl»e Provincial Civil 
Service (Exeeotjye^ tvill be givdn effect to witliln the next one or two years? Qi»ii service. 



iiJock in certain 
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36 QuenHons and Answers. L3rd February. 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ In submitting their views on the recommendations of the Public 
Sei'vices Commission regarding the Provincial Civil (Executive) Service, 
the Covemment of Bengal have suggested a specific time-scale' of pay for 
the service. The orders of the Government of India on the subject are 
awaited, and further action will depend on the date of their receipt.” 


By th^ Hbn’ble Babu Brojendra Kl. 

34 . 

{(i) Has the attention of the Government Iteen drawn to the block in 
the giiides of Deputy Ckdlectors drawing salaries of R.s. 500, 400 'hnd 300 a 
month ? 

(5) Is it a ftict that officers in these grades have been drawing the same 
salary for over 7 to 8 years? 

{(■) To relieve the situation, are the Government con.sidering the desira- 
bility of giving temporary promotion to Deputy Collectors when they are 
appointed to act in the place of a Deputy Magistrat&who has been appointed 
to the f)ost of officiating District Magistrate or officiating Additional 
Magistrate ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

” (a) and (h) Government are aw’are that several officers in the grades 
of Deputy Collectors mentioned have been drawing the same salary for 
seven or eight years in succession. 

(r) The Government of Bengal have recommended the introduction of 
a sjH'ciflc time-scale of pay for T)e])uty (killectors. The orders of the Gov- 
ernment of India are awaited and it is not proposed to adoi*t in the mean- 
time the measure suggested.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 

35 . 

Will the Gove mnent be pleased to lav on the table a comparative state- 
ment for the Presidency, Dacca and Kajshahi colleges supjilying the inlor- 
mation noted below, for the last 10 years, namely : — 

(a) number of students Hindu and Muhammadan on the 31st March 
of the preceding official year; .• 

\h) number of students reading in the T.A., I.Sc, BjV.. B.Sc., M.A., 
M.Sc., and B.L. clas.ses and the results in . the Uimversity 
Examinations; " - 

(e) number of teachers in different services for each of the subjects 
taught; 

{{/) Expenditure per head for -each student and the (jrovernment share 
of the same; 

(e) the inconie derived from tuition fee, the endowment, local contri- 
tiution and Government grant; and - - 

(/) the expenditure on class and hostel aecommodation for Hindus, 
MuhammadansJ^ teachrhg staff, and- accoramodatirm for libraries- 
and other' iimscella neons matters?' 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. D’Malleyt-y 

‘ ‘ Statements are laid on the library table. ’ ’ 



J <tv(l Ansfr^^rs. 37 

By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhurh— 

36. ^ 

(a) is Jt a fact that constables in the Bengal Police are in rec?feipt of 
i salary 0 / Rs. lO to 13 only per month ? . * 

{h) Are the Government aware that ordinary day labourers nowaday’s 
ret at least anna^ eight a day as wages, Le.. Rs. 15 a month I 

(r) Are the Government considering the advisability of increasing the 
salary of constables? 


i\nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Steph^son: — 

“ {a) The constables of the unarmed brancli draw pay at the rates ofc 
Its. 10 to Rs. 13 per mensem, hut those of the armed branch get one rupee 
nore. 

(i) Yes, in certain circumstances. 

(c) Sanction has just been received to an increase in the form of an 
Mihaiu'cd grain C()m[>ensatioii allowance ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 

37. 

{(I ) W ill the (jo\ernincnt be f)leascd to state wbelher it is a fact that 
head constables in the Bengal Police commence their service with, a Starting 
salar\ of Rs. 17-8 per inontli ? 

(h) Is it a fact that head constables in the Bengal Police are noW 
ui'cnei ally recruited from the hlKuI ntlorf class ? 

(r) Are the Government aware that Rs 17-8 is (oiisidered i^siifhcient 
n(»\Nada\s to maintain e\en a small famdy among the blmdratog classes? 

• (d) *Are the Government considering tlie d(‘sirabilit\ of revising the 

Si ale of j>a\ of the head constables so as to make tlie stai ting salary to lie 
nt least Rs. 30 per month? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

bA Yes. 

{b} Ordiiiardv head constables are promoti^i trom tlie ranks, but, Ofif 
men with sufficient literary and other (iualihcatious are not available ip 
adequate numbers in tlie rank of constaliles, outsiders possessing such (|uali- 
fications are also recruited as head ( onstahles in the unarmed branch. 

(c) and {d) A proposal to raise the initial ]»ay ol tlie head constafiles in 
the unal'xned branch to Rs. 25 a month, is under the consideration of Govern- 
ment.'" 


By the Hon’bic Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri^- 
38. ' 

{a) Are the Oovernment considering tlie desirability of revising the 
scale of pay and allowarices of the bub^Inspectors and rnapectois of Police in 
Bengal? - 

(6) Is it a fact that an officiating Inspector m the Bengal police get less 
salary than a first grade Sub-Inspector ? 

{c) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of reiriedy- 
ing this grievance? 
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Answer by the Hon ’bib Mr. Stephenson:—' 

(a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) and (c) Generally Sub-Inspectors of the 2hd and 3rd grades ar 
appointed to act as Inspectors, in which capacity they get more pay than i 
first grade Sub-Inspector.” 


By the Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl*ut>Haq: — 


Use of tlie title 
‘‘ Hoij’blo ” by 
Members of tlie 
Leginlatlve 
Council. 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the authority under whic] 
the members of Legislative Councils are entitled to prefix the title Hon’ble ’ 
to their names ? 

(b) la it not a fact that this authority confers on the said members ; 
right under the Statute to prefix the said title to their names ? 


(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the full legal rights c 
members as regai’ds the use of the said title to their names ? 


(fi?)Is it not a fact that the title “ Hon’ble ” as prefixed to the name 
of members of Legislative Councils is a title vevonnized l)y Government s 
long as the membership continues ? 

(c) If so, will the Government be jileased to state whether member 
of the Legislative Council are not exemj)ted, during the term of their member 
ship, from taking out licences under the Arms Act on the ground that the; 
hold a iitle recognized by Government ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

(a) to (^) The title of ‘ Hon’ble,' which is in use by members of tin 
Legislative Council, is a mere courtesy title and is not })rescribed or regulatec 
In any law. It therefore follows that it confers no legal status on the holder 
and in the circumstances a memlier of (hmmnl is not exempt from taking on 
a license under the Arms Act simply for tl)e reason that he is, by courtesy 
styled ‘ Hon'ble ' while he is a member of the Legislatixe Council. In para 
graph 234 of the Joint Report on the Reforms Scheme it is proposed tha 
the prefix ‘ Hon'ble ' shall be abandoned." 


ItoieMB of 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray: — 

40 . • 

{a) Wilithe Government be pleased to state the number of politiea 
prisoners who have been released after the gracious message of the 23rc 
•December last of His Lnperial Majesty the King-Emperor? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to gtate how many })olitical prisoners 
are still undergoing imprisonmont or are undergoing a sentence of traiispot^a- 
tiontDr are detained under the Defence of India Act? . " 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

(a) and (b) The Hon’ble Member is reiei leu w me au»wer lo quesLion 
*No. 41. As regards persons still ufidA'going sentenew ipyprisonment or 
transportation, the number convicted of the offences against^'^^the ^tate which 
are defined in Chapter VI of tfie Indfan Penal Cbde is 6. addition to 
these, 46 persons, believed to be meml)er8 of a revolutionary conspiracy, are 
undergoing«.imprisonment or transportation for other offences.” 



Questions and Anstcers. 


1920.] 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray;-^ 




m 


41 . 

(a) Will the Government be {)leased to state the numl>er of j^ersons >v1k) 
,vere under detenUon in Bengal, under Bengal Regulation [II of 1S18, the 
Defence of India Act or other war measures, on the date of tlie recent Royal 
Proclamation? 


(ft) How many of these persons under each liead have since been 
eleased, and what action is going to be taken with regan! to the oUiers and 
\ hen ? 


(r) What is the total number of persons released from detention jirior to 
he Royal Proclamation and how many of them have been so released on their 
mdertaking to be of good behaviour or on other similar terms? 

(r/) With regard to these latter, are the conditions or restrictions 
mposed on them going to be removed in jmrsuance of the Royal Proclama- 
ion? If so, when? 


\nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

{a) On the date of the recent Jhnal Droclaiuation the number of 
lersoiis in detention owing to their partici]>ation in revolutionary conspiracy 
n Bengal ^\as as follows: — 

rndei' Bengal KVgulatinn 111 of .. 64 » 

Under the Defence of India Act 208 

Under the Ingrtvss into India Ordinance . . 1 

(ft) Ten of the persons detained under I\t‘gulation IJ 1 have l>een ndeased. 
he cases of the remainder arc under consnhM’at ion. In the Royal Uroelania- 
lon Tfis Kxc^ellencv the Viceroy was direct(‘(l to exercise the Koval clemency 
!j the fullest measure which in his judgment was conii)at ihh* with tlu^ public 
afety. It is necessary, tlierefore, that the merits of (‘ach case* sliall be scuu- 
inised individuallv, and this is now being done 

All persons detained under tlie Defence of India A<‘l and the Ingi'css 
)rdinance have been rehaised. 

(r) The total number of per.sons released from detention prior to the 
loyal Uroclamation was 015, of whom ^<02 were eeloa.sgd on seeuiity 

(d) Jt is not proposed to eaiieel the seeiiritic's alrcnidc gi\en by jierSQM 
eleased jirior to the Royal Uroclamation I hese ^uret it‘s constitute no 
estriction on any law abiding eilizcni >i:eh persons rel{*;i‘‘e<l are subject to 
0 other conditions or restrictions 


the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:~ 

42 . . 

{a) Do the Goveri^uent anticipate any impravemeid in the general rice 
tosition of Bengal yec^’over that of last year? 

(ft) Have the Govertiuient any idea as to the siiflficiericy oj otherwise of 
he present stgek of in Bengal fo^purposes of domestic con.sumptipn till 
he next hai^'eSt ^ 

\c) What are the present Burma rice, controlled ancJ^uucom 

rolled, in the various districts gf Bengal and at what average rates do they 
ell now ? ’ 
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Questions and Ansioers, 


[;^RD Fi^BRUAR^ 


{d) What is the present average price of rice of the ordinary quality a 
the headquarters of each district and how does it compare with th 
res[)ective prices that ruled during the jcorrespon ding periods of each of th 
last five years ? 

{e) Is any tendency of a rise in the price of rice noticeable at present? 

(/) If so, how far is it due to natural causes? 

(g) Are tlie Government in a position to state as to how far, if at all 
stocks of rice are being acquired by speculators for holdii^ them up? 

{h) Are the Government considering the desirability of deputing specia 
officers for making early inquiries into this matter at every important mar 
and of issuing instructions to the Subdivisional and Circle Officers an( 
Panchayets generally to watch the movements of rice and other development 
in connection therewith, and keep Government regularly informed .about th 
same ? 


(?) Is there any truth in the statement that in several places forward 
sales of rice were made and standing crof)s dis[)osed of at the instance o 
speculators this year? 


ii) If so, was any such system in vogue in the rice trade ever before? 


(k) Have the Government any appi*oximate idea as to the extent t 
which the rice trade of Bengal has fallen into the hands of Marwaris durinj 
these two years? 


(/) What steps (if any) are the Government taking to preven 
profiteering ” in rice this year? 

(???) Will the Government be jileased to state whether any restriction stii 
exists in transporting rice from one province to another, for the purpose c 
sale or otherwise, by railway? ' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ {a) The rice outturn for the year lblb-20 of the Provinces of Biha 
and Orissa, Bengal and Assam, is estimated at over five million tons abov 
that of the previous year. This includes an excess of nearly one million ton 
in the Presidency of Bengal. d1ie total rice outturn for Ifilh 20 of indij 
and Burma may be estimated at over 34 million tons against a corres])ondin| 
figure of nearly 24 million tons for the year lOlS 19. Government, therefore 
anticipate a very considerable improvement as regards stocks. 

{h) The present stock of rice in Bengal, including the balance of stand 
ing crops remaining uncut, is ample for the purposes" of domestic consump 
ti(m till the next harvest. The estimate of the outturn of rice for the yea 
1919-20 amounts to over eight million tons. 

(c') A statement is laid on the table, showing' the stocks and prices o 
controlled Burma rice. There are no stocks of uncontrolled Burma rice. 

(d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(^) The average price of common rice as shov^ in the Valcvtta Gazett 
rose 0-65, P6 and 2 2 per cent, in the week ending the Bth January, 15t] 
January and 22nd tlanuary, respectively. 
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1920.] 

(/) Fluctuations are not uncommon in Januar\ . Until therefore 
(joverninent know whether the rise is permanent or temporary, thev are not 
jn a position to say that it is due to any unusual causes. 

(g) Only a few District Officers state that such speculation exists 
Put the general tendency in the present year a|)pears to he for the lailtivator 
and persons who obtain rice by way of rent or in return for loans to hold on 
more strongly to their stocks than they have done in the past. On the other 
hand, where stocks have been ac(piired in any c|uantities by large traders, 
they have been acquired for sale in deficit districts and in the hope that free 
movements of food stocks would be allowed to other provinces and abroad. 

(h) Apart from the Director of Civil Siqiplies. who is in constant touch 
with the situation, a gazetted officer was appointed some time at^o in each 
district to carry out the duties of District F.conomic Intelligence C)flicer and 
has standing instructions to cover the activities which the Iloirble Member 
recommends. 

(/) Almost all the Distri^d Officers report that there is no truth in the * 
statement. It is presumed that the Hon’ble Member is not referring to ordi 
nary mahajani loans granted on the security of the crop 

{]) The question does not arise. 

(/•) In the periods under reference Marwaris have extended their opera- 
tions in varying proportions as buyers in the larger mufassal (entres. they 
have also widened their activities in the Calcutta rice trade. No estimate 
can be given of the extent to whi(‘h the rice trade in Ikuigal has come into 
their hands during these years 

(/) Government have taken measures with the inteniion oi securing that 
the movements of rice both to other provinces and abroad are restricted by 
means of control . 

• (w) Transport of rice from one province to another by railwa\ is still 

controlled 


A. 


Statement referred to in the nnsfper to question Ao. {um^tarred ) showing the 
stocks oj controlled Burma rice in the various districts of Bengal and the 


average rates at niliich they 

now sell. 
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Queelions and Answers^ 


[3rd Febru, 


B. 


Statement referred to in the answer to Question No. 42 [unstarred) of the price of 
ordinary quality of Bengal rice in the Srd week of the months January 1915, 1916^ 29 
19lS^ 1919 and 1920 at the headquarters of districts. 


Name of District. 
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By the Hen’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


43. 

, ^ the details of the special R..i,of of .h. 

scheme for the relief of hh^dralog sufferers from the last cvcione in Bengal 
and the manner of its working ? ^ nuffertirs from 

,r\ . tluMooent 

(6) What amount has been spent under this scheme in each sul)division 
and after what lapse of tune from the date of the cyclone was relief under 
the said scheme first available in the respective siibdivisional areas? 

(c) What amounts have Government spent up to date for the relief of 
sufferers from the last cyclone in Bengal bv wav of gratuity and loan res- 
pectively, and how much of the same has been obtained from'tbe Governmeia 
of India either in the sbi!|)e of loans or special grants’ 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. McAipin:— 

(n) to (c) The information recjuired by tlie Hon ble Member is being 
com|)iled and will be included in tbe linal report on tlie operations for tlit 
relief of the distress eau.sed by the cyclone vvhicb will be piiblisbed in due 
course." 


By the Hon’bie Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari:- 
44. 

('^i) Will the (jovenimenl be pleased to slate wlietber order.s < 
seretary of State on the recommendations of the I’nblie ServieiN <!( 


Itet'oiiimoiidatioDt 

of (ll'‘ Plllilio 

SlTVICCH 


- r ‘ - ’• « - of tlu' 

Secrelai’v of State on tlie recoiniueiidatjons of the Public ScrviciN 

Sion relating to tlie lalucntional SeT'viccs luivc been rectuved by (b)vern- Commin^ion m 
inent of Bengal ^ to tln' 

* ih) If the aiisuer to h/) be in 
filensed to state- ^ 


the anirinalive. willtla (ioMonnnent Ix' 


i'Miiriitioilill 
S«i vicen. 


(/) wlicther th(‘ proposal of th(‘ ( oniniission i(» conihiiu' ilic Indniii 
Ediicntioiial Se?'\ u‘e and 11 h‘ Provinohd l >diicat lonal ScPv c e into 
a single service divided into two tdasstvs ha^ Imxui san< t loneil 

(//) whether in future recniitnienl loi the Indian i’.ducationa] S'*rvice 
(oredass 1) is to be made {)<irt 1\ in India hv proriiol ion of disserv- 
ing othcei’M of the PiTtvimnal Pdiu-ati iiia! S(‘»'vice ftw cla II) 
and if so to what extent . 

(///) whethei' an inereinenlal scale ot p,i\ will h(‘ int i oiiiu'ed in olaee f)f 
the existing grade s' stmn m the Pro\ricia! Ihlueat ional 
Service; and 

(/r) from vvliat tlate Government intend to gi\(‘ effect to'tlie oi'ders of 
the Secretarv of Slate on the r(‘organ]7.'tif>n of t!j(‘ i*rovincia.l 
Educational Service 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley; — 

(a) The Secretarv of State s orders ori some of the recommeTidations 
of the Public Services Commission have been received. A copy of a connniini 
Que issued bv the Government of India on the siiliject is laiil on tbe table 

{&) (r) The superior branches of the Educational Services wull he orga 
oized in two divisions, th« higher branch being styled the Pidian Ediicatii^irial 
Service, while the service which the Commission projio.sed to call ( la.ss 11 
will be styled the Bengal Educational Service or generally, for convenience 
of reference, the Provincial Educational Service. 
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{ii) Officers of the Provincial Educational Service will be eligible for 
pjomotioii to the Indian Educational Service. As qualified Indian candi- 
dates become available, it is proposed to work up to a proportion of 50 per 
cent, of Indian officers in the Indian Educational Service; this will be the 
average for the whole of India and variations will be permitted in different 
provinces. It is proposed to transfer to the Indian Educational Service such 
posts as will always have to be filled by officers of superior attainments, and 
this will involve the promotion to the Indian Educational Service of their 
incumbents; but no proportion has been fixed for the posts which should be 
Idled by promotion from the Provincial Educational Service. 

{Hi) It has been decided that the Provincial Educational Service should 
carry a minimum pay of Rs. 250 and a maximum pay of lls. 800 a month. 
'Fhe (loveiajment of Bengal will settle the grading. 

(/r) Both the services will be divided into administrative, collegiate and 
special branches, and it will be necessary to allocate posts to each branch, 
as well as to decide wdiat posts should be included in the Indian Educational 
Service and Provincial Educational Service. The proposals of this (Govern- 
ment for the reclassification of posts to the Indian Educational Service and 
the transfer of their incumbents to that service will have to be submitted 
to the (Government of India, and it is at present imfiossible to state the date 
on wliich the reorganization will come into effect.” 


iUniinutnifiHv referred to nt the Annver to (Jue^tvoi N<k 44 (‘lin star red) of the 

ord February^ 1920. 

INDIAN EDEDATTONAL SEKVIEK. 


COMMCNlQrE AS TO pAY, LkAVE AM) PK^MO^^ 

1 Ehe Secretary of State for India aniiouiices that the following? revised rates of 
pay for the Indian Educational Service have been approved. They will lake efiJet 
from 1st December 1919 : — 

2, Time Scale. 


of 

Service 

Age 

r«y 

OverseftP AJlowauce for 
tlfficern of non-lndiaii 
Domicile 

Total of Pay 
and OverBeaa 
Allowance 




RupecB per Meneeni. 


iHt 

25 

400 

150 

550 

2nd 

26 

450 

150 

(;oo 

Ird 

27 

5(K) 

150 

650 

4th 

2S 

550 

150 

700 

Mh 

22 

6(H) 

150 

750 

(Uh 

30 

600 

200 

800 

7th 

31 

650 

200 

850 

Mh 

32 

700 

200 

200 

2th 

33 

750 

250 

1,000 

10th 

34 

SOO 

250 

1,050 

lltli 

35 

S50 

250 

1,100 

12th 

2.6 

200 

250 

1,150 

i:u,h 

37 

250 

250 

1,2<X) 

14th 

3S 

1,(H)0 

250 

1,250 

ir)th 

:’.9 

1,000 

250 

1,250 

16th 

40 

1,050 

250 

1,300 

J7th 

41 

1,100 

. 250 

1,350 

ISth 

42 

1,150 

250 

1,400 

12th 

43 

1,200 

250 

1,450 

20th 

44 

1,250 

250 

1,500 
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)20.j 


S‘:‘l»^c.ion poHts ; — 


For If) j)i'r fent. <>f Oinlr** 


i^’or 5 pt^r cMii. ol c*udro 


l\4 

Allowunct' 
for OiatHT-* of 

TtOl - Illtll.lll IlollUCtlf 

Tula) of Pay 
ami Ovwrwtfan 
A llowantv 

Ks. 

Rs. 

Us. 

fl.JM) 

jr)( ► 

i,r>tK) 

1 LdPO 

L*‘)t» 

\X}() 


Job 

l,b(Kl 

; 

j:»t» 

LdM) 

j L4'»d 

jr»d 


( LMHi 

L'Od 

IJdO 

/ 1 ,.’>r)d 

jflO 

l,S0() 

I.b'.n 

V K7.^o 


1,‘.MU) 


J,0t>0 


d. In a))])lyinfj‘ the ahcive scale tn iuiiue toitiant*', holh initial Nulaiy ami of 

icicments will be detennined by a^^e. yeal‘^ rrl a^*e iias been taken a^ the noiinal 

aHinf? ])i)iiit for the scale, and the initial pa> in ih(‘ eas(‘ (>1 l andnlates ovt'i* at the 
me of ajipointnient will ordinarily la* 11s. od a month hi^ihei toi each \eai abo\e that 
2 fe. A candidate a])pointed under th(‘ a^c oi ‘Jo \'ill ie<-eivt‘ tlie ininmiuin pay ol 
‘ale (Us. 400), plus oveistnis allo\%anee it (lualitied ioi it, until his JOth biitbda\, ami 
candidate appointed id or over jr) ymirs ol ajjrc* will <|ualit\ toi im icmiuit on atiaiiim}^ 
is next birthday aitei joining- liis appoiiitment iricspcctivc ot the* l(‘n|j,th cd his mmvicc. 
pniority will, as at nrcsiuit, rci kon tioni tlic date (d taUinj^ uj» apjioint intuit . I ht 
ceiseas allowant'e will be issuable ouIn to oOittus ot non-Indian doniit'ilm 


4 \s rt'j’ards ex ist i nj .1 incniiieistd th(‘ Stu \ ice, t lit* tibovt* -^ealc \\ il 1 b(‘ a])]died as an 

idinarv tinie'^scalc by \cais td service (as indicatctl in ctdumn 1 in the scale); but. 
uv ofli’cers who are at iiiest'iit diawin^ hij^hci iia> than thtui \eais <d scrvict' would 
arrant ofliters who have enttued tht* Stuvicc on lii^htu initial pa\ than usual ny 

nison of special (iiialifications) will retain tlaui ad\ aiitafrc. 

5 In addition to the i)a\ and oveiseas allo^^an(e ahtoe stated, each Unmupal of 
(\dlene will receive an allowance oi Us. loO a month and one Uiincipal ni each 

'rovince selected by the Local (iovcinment uill icccivr an alhmance oi Ks. ^oU a 
lonth. 


Public Instinct ion uill 1 h- as ttdlows: — 

l’a> . 

bs. 

M ;»(K i_i(K»— :htK)0 



G. The pa\ of Directors ot 

I *r> >\ iii< I 

Madras 
Ikimlia} 

Bengal 

Tnited Provinces 

Pun jab 
Burma 

Bihar ami Orissa 
Central Provinces 
Assam 

Norlh-Wt*st Front i<‘r Provinct^ 


1 

1 


1 

1 

i" 


1 

J 

u p)0_o,r>0() 




1,MK) 


Thes’e rate, will .H.'ly 

England or in India. Directors in ^ ssain ‘*j“ indudin^'- ov^mseas allowance, 

trib-irJ i"rn;rtw»v;: ii n.. i«.»i .i.". .-"-i »' 

dated above. 


at 


7. The ,.,vi.e,l «-„le .. • whele h. 

present in force as well as on those recommende.) hx the Itox.-l 

Public vServiceB in India 


im 1)01 taut imjirovemeids 


'^aid to leave 


modi- 


8. Apait from the increase of pay 
iind pensions have been sanctioned. 

Lcrtrc.— Various restrictions on rmtaiil 'l Units, t4) e\chan^,o* a ]»ortion 

fied, and an officer will now be nnuiunt on lull aveVu^n. salaiv. Privile^re 

of leave on half average 8alar>^ for half the amount 
lea^e may now be accumiilt^f^ti four mon is. 

Pcns)o».s.— Subject to the right of Covcnnnc^'^i^^ 'the' age 'oW') •'I,' l>e will hence- 

until eompletion "n’aekrcs. alter 25 xears' <|ualily.ng service, on a 


unxii compieiiuii ‘ ' i • 

forth be permitted to retire, if he so desuts, 



rovUion of 
glitfl in tiaiii'i 
I'tween liaridt'l 
fill Nailiati 


llogod 

v’eroiovvdiui; 

r inter-olass 
nnpartniciita 
I trains 
inning lo and 
oin Howrah 
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pension ordinau-ily amounting to Rs. 5,000. For longer service the pensions will 
ordinarily be— 



Ra. 


Ra. 

2G yoard 

... 5,200 

29 years 

... 5,800 

27 ,, 

... 5,400 

30 „ 

... 6,0(X) 

28 „ 

... .5,6m> 




For specially efficient service in certain high appointments additional pensions 
mnv he granted up to maxima of Its. 1,500 or Its. 2,500. These additional pensions 
will he conditional, nitrr aha, on the officer having rendered total qualifying service 
of 28 years. It will thus be possible for an officer in certain circumstances to attain 
to a maximum pension of Rs. 7,500 or Its. 8,500. 

9. The new scale of pay will apply to male officers of the Indian Educational 
Service onl^v* The question of the Women’s Educational Service is being considered 
separately. 

23rd Drceviher 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

45 . 

(a) Are the Government aware that no lights are provided in trains 
running between Bandel and Naihati during the small hours of the morning, 
and that passengers find the ^‘eatest difficulty in getting into the train and 
finding accommodation in dark compartments? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for the removal of this grievance? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) No. The East Indian Railway Administration rej)orl that the 
Naihati Branch seiwice of trains begins running from Bandel at 5-32 .\.m. 
and coascs at 23-10 hours (uudi day. Oil roof laTU])s arc provide*] iu the 
carriages and these are liglited in the early morning and at niglit 

(h) T he (juestion docs not arise." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

46 . 

{ci) Are the Government aware that more than the allotted number of 
passengers are generally put into the inter-class compartments (both male 
and female) in all the trains running from and to Howrah? 

(h) Is it not a fact that it not infre(]uently happens that so many passen- 
ijers are pressed into one compartment that they cannot obtain even standing 
accommodation ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps for 
the removal of this grievance? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ (a) The East Indian and Bengal-Nagpur Railway Administrations 
report that the number of inter-class passengers travelling to and from 
Howrah is not usually in excess of the number for whom carriages are pro- 
vided. ' 
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(6) There are occasions when without warning a iuiral>er of inter-class 
passengers, in excess oi the accommodation usually provided and found suffi- 
cient, desire to travel by and insist in entering the inter class compartments 
of a particular train Overcrowding on these occasions cannot at short 
notice be avoided without inconvenience to inter and otjier classes of pas- 
sengers. ' ^ 


0\ercTOw ding is not encouraged and is checked bv the Railway Adminis- 
trations as far as possible. 


(^) The Ii/ai]wa\ Administrations are aware oi the iiuonvenieiice due 
to overcrowding of compartments and are considering means for relieving 
the same in cases where it can be foreseen . ” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

1 lie Hon blc Mr. Stephenson laid on th(‘ tahh* a stat» nient* (‘ontain- 
ing t h(‘ in to»'mat ion proiniscMl iti Ins reply to (jii(‘slh)n No. I'J. nnstarriHl) 
asked at the ('ouiicil meeting on tin* 19th Xovtnnber. 1919. 


THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


His Excellency the President said 

“ Gent hniK n, sinc(‘ tins Coiineil last met t in* Ih lonns Hill has U'ennit^ 
the Uefornis Act and wc art^ therefort^ now siarted upon a road involving 
constitutional changes of great, magnitude. Under thrse (’ireiinistanci^s, Ji, 
will be clc^ar to e\'erybo<ly tliat bet W(‘en tin* act ual p.is.^age ol' t he Hill into 
law which has rcianitly tak(Mi phu'e and the ])iitting into operation ol' its 
provisions, a CM>nsiderahl(‘ perioil must (‘lapse during wli;eli mneh spadi^ work 
has to he dono. For reasons which will h‘ aj)parrnt hcloia* I sit down, 
1 propose to mention (iuit.(> brietly some ol the ehi* ! matier- whieli will hav(* 
to bo consichnaal and in r(*s])(‘et of which (h'eismii'- will have tu lx* eonn* to 
before tin* priodsions of the Keforms Act can actmdly In* put intr^ operat ion. 
Thes(‘ questions may roughly hi^ said to fall under tour mam heaijs. In tin* 
lirst place, there is tin' constitution of thre(^ diilerfiit ehamlM‘rs— the lh-o\-in- 
cial Legislatives Council, the Lisgislativo* Assemhly and iIk^ t i Mined ol St.atf* 
and it will devolve upon us t o fraim* a franchise which will he* apj)licai)lo to 
each of these three bcxlies. Under tins srcijiid head cemos the machinery 
which we shall have to create for carrying out t he eh*ction {(/these holies. 
Then urul(*r head throe eom(3S tin* r(;arraiig(Ujmnt, of tie* ma(djin(‘iy of Cov(*rn- 
rnent which will be necessary as tins r(‘sul{ of the intro lir non ol tin* system 
which has come to be known as diarcliy iind(*r whiclj tiie (unctions ol (xovorn- 
ment will he allcx)ated to and discharged l)y two scparai e bodies Lastly, 
we shall have to consider tins preparation of Rules under tie Act loi giving 
effect to the decisions which arc arrived at with r(*gard m the mam qu(sstions 
to which I have alnwly referred, and also RuLs to n*giilate the prexsedure 
of the new Councils 

' The Joint Committee of the two Houses of ParlianKmi have made certain 
recommendations in their Report which will have the efff*et ot iiur ’ 
constitution of the Proviniial Legislative Council which was pioposn )y ic 


^ Not published iu these proceediri^^s. 
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Franchise Committee. For example, they have instructed us to arrange tor 
an increase in rural representation as compared with urban representation. 
They have also instructed us to endeavour to arrange for t he representation 
of urban, wage-earning classes and they liave suggested that, in some 
Provinces at any 4‘ate, the question of giving greater representation to those 
(‘lassos whieli are generally known as the depressed classes should be under- 
tak(m and one or two other minor readjustments made which may attect, 
possibly, th(‘ representation in the Council of landlords an<! th(‘ European 
community. All these questioms will immediately come under the considera- 
tion of Government and until decisions have b(jen arrived at on these jiarticu- 
lar points the constitution of t!.(^ Provincial Legislative Council cainnot be 
d(‘Scribod as final. With regard to the Legislative Council and the Council 
of Stat(', the tlov(‘rnineni of India have already made provisional allotmimts 
of (dective seats in each of these bodi(^s lo the various provinc(^s and they have 
invitcMl an exjiression of opinion on llu‘ suitability ol their ])roposals. 


Then with regard to the question of the franchise. The qui^stion of the 
franchise' to th(^s(‘ two b(j(li(‘s, namely, tlu' L(‘gislati\e Assembly and the 
Council of State, is one which will la^juiia^ very cand’ul consideration and 
indexed is oiu* of no small diihculty. The Joint (UunmitttH) have issued an 
instruction that rc'pn'sentation to these two l)odi(‘S is to be obtained by 
direct (‘hiction. ddie problem, th(‘r('lor(‘, which we have to fac(‘ is that of 
devising a fran(;his(^ for tlui eh'ctors to (‘nch of these two (diamb(‘rs which 
will furnish an (*lectorate appropriate* both in status and in numbers. Then 
with n^gard to our Legislative Council in Ih'iigal, tin* j)reparation of an 
eh'ctoral roll will b(^ an undertaking of great magnitude. The c(‘ss qualifica- 
tion which will give th(‘ franchise to the cultivating class got^s outside the 
Scope of any of our up-to-date offi(‘ial records, and we shall have toinvili* tin' 
eo-()[)(5ration of villag(‘ officials in drawing up our (delation rolls. The printing 
of tin' rolls thems(dv('S will pri'smit a probh'in whicdi is by no means an (‘asy 
one and we shall have to try and find a convi'iii^uit procedure' ft)r d(‘aling 
with objections and for the correction of electoral rolls bedon* they arc' 
finally published. A Pill to prevemt corrupl practice's at tin* (dections ami 
to provide for the dispcxsal of electoral pc'titions will also hav(* to be (‘onsi- 
dered. 


The machinery itself for carrying out these ( lections will also call for 
careful consideration. That, I think, will be obvious to everylxxiy when I 
remind you that tin* numlxu- of voters at electiems whicdi have been held up 
to tin' present time uinh'r tin* existing systtun have not aggregated more than 
twelve* thousand wheioas we antici})at that the number of eh'ctors all told 
with whom we shall have* to deal when tin* lu‘forms Scheme comes into 
operation will be approximat(dy a million and a half. This large number 
of electors, together with the fact that (dections to the three separate 
Ghamlx'rs will have to take jda^e almost simultaneously, will obviously impose 
a very severe strain upon the officials who art' 'osjionsilde for carrying 
the (‘lections through. It will in'Oessitate the organisation of all our 
resources in this respect as well as the simplification and perb'Ction as far as 
pc^sible of what may be described as the m(*chanical means of carrying the 
elections through. We shall have to give mu(*h cemsideration to the question 
of the advisability of trying to introduce a system of election by ballot 
in pn'ference to the ordinary open r(*(M)rding of votes. We shall also have 
to consider the difficulties which must neci'ssarily arise when w^e have a 
large electorate consisting to a great (*xtent of illiterate peasants and the 
difficulties arising OUT of the identification of voters and the prevention of 
impersonation ; and we shall have to consider also flie question of the number 
of polling stations and of the number of recording offit'ers required to carry 
the elections through in as short a time as possible. 
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Then, of course, there are a number of Rules whieh will have to bo 
drafted to deal with many questions l)osul(‘8 those to which 1 have referred. 
Ihe Reforms Act, as you are no doubt aware, leavers tiie completion of some 
of its main provisions to Rules and Regulations and all those Rules and 
Regulations will have to be carefully considered and di'cisions arrived at 
with regard to them beloro it is possible to hold a general election. The 
Government have not allowed the grass to grow under their feet. They 
have already taken these qiU'stions in hand. We have dtqiuted a sfxHual 
officer to devote his whole time and attention to assist mg us in solving thesis 
main problems. But we fully realise that all tlu‘se (piestions are matters 
which are necessarily of considerable intt^rt'st to the general j>ublic and in 
parijcular to that part of the public which at the present tinu' ]>lays a part in 
[lublic life ; and wo an* anxious, tlierefor(% to consult, so far as tliat is 
[Possible, representatives of tlu^ public bidore coming to final decisions upon 
these questions. 


It is quite obvious, 1 lliink, that, if tln^ provisions of l.hc Uefornis Act arc* • 
to be brouglit into opm-ation within any n^asonable ]x*ri(Kl it would Ik* (julte 
impossible for us to adopt tlu* ordmaiy procedure ol (urcuiating this vast 
mirubor of detailed (lui^stlo.is t(» ind i viduals and public bodi(»s for 1 heir opinion. 
A\h^, all know how long it takes to obtain the eonsidertul opinion of public 
bodies on any matti'r and wen* W(' to endeavour t o obtain tin' alvici* of tin* 
public in that way I am afniid that the first gem^ral (di'ction under the 
H(‘foi’ms Act would be in some dani’cr of being post poiKMl t ( ► the (ire(‘k 
Kalends. 


Hut 1 think tlnua* Isanotln'r way in which W(* may bt* abh^ to obtain tlu' 
assistaiici* of the ])ublic and that, is through thmr nq)res<‘ntat.i ves in this 
(dliamlau’, and what 1 HUgg(^st is tins, that tin* non-ollh ial members ol this 
(hinncil should nominate i rom among t lu*ms(‘! v«‘S a small b(>dy who would be 
pn*par(Kl to giv(* us advna* upon all tliesi* (piestions as we submit, them to 
them. Su(*h a (\)mmitt('e vv'iiild have to lx* more or less in p(U-petual session, 
that is to say th(‘y would have to be (‘asily a<‘(a‘ssibh‘ to us and would liave 
to be in a posliaon to consider the cpiestions wa* sufunit to them with as litt-b* 
(hday as ])ossil)l(‘. If this suggestion metUsvvilb the approval of tin* (huimul, 

J would suggi'st that a1 tlie conclusion ol to-days jiroeeti lings the non-offici«al 
membors sliould proeoo<l to cri'ate siieli a body. I iiey will no doubt desin* 
that all the mam Intercast, s represented m this ( .ouneil should fiml represrmta- 
tion on such a (h)nimlttee. At t be same t ime I would suggest tliat subject 
to that Important (jonsidcral ion tlie (h)mmitt(‘e slionid not l)e larger than 
necessary. Tin* quest ions which tlu^ (tommittiH* will have toconsidiu’ will be 
numerous and in some eases wall be surrounded by matters ol dfuaii, an<l 
tlio smaller and moia* business-like the Gommittei*. tlnu-eloie, tlm gre,.iie! 
chance will they have of assi^ 1 in 4’ (lovernnumt without umlue delay. On 
the assumption that you will be pri^pared te consider this pioposa inUn 
to ask Sir Henry WheeliT to take the chair at tin* (conclusion of oiir pro- 
0(mdings to-day whmi you can informally discuss my siigg(‘Stiog and m the 

event of its ine(4lng with your approval jiroceed to elect such a (mmmittee 

as I have proposed.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

THE BENGAL CRUELTV TO ANIMALS BILL, 1919. 

The Mon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler be’^taken 

Select Committee on tke Bengal Cruelty to Anneals Hill, 019, be 
into conBideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


7 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler moved that the clauses of the Bill be 
coueidercd for settlement in the form recommended by the Select Committee. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENTS 

TO 

THE BENGAL CRUELTY TO ANIMALS BICX, 1919. 


(APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS.) 

Amendment No. 1. 

* dlause 1. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler moved that for the figan's “1919,’^ 
at the end of sub-clauses (/) of clause 1, the figures “ 1920 ” be substituted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


Amendment No. 2. 


Clause 7 {now clause 6). 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved that after 
the word “ it,” in line 7 of clause 7 (now clause 6), the following bo inserted,^ 
namely : — 

“ who has knowledge that phuka operations are being performed on 
tli(^ animal.” 

said — 

“ My Lord, 1 have asked for this amendment in view of the fact that an 
owner of the cpw or other milch animal and any person in possession of or 
control Over it ought not to be convicted when he has no knowledge that 
the operation was being done on the animal. To say the least, in order to 
constitute'- an oftonct;, there must be at least the knowledge connecting the 
act with the effect, if the owner does not know that the operation of 
phuka on the animal is to bo done or is being done, he ought not be punished. 
J leave this matter for the decision of the Council.” 


The Hon’bie Sir Henry Wheeler said 

•• My Lord I cannot advise the Council to accept this amendment^ 
which if adopted, would practically frustrate the intention with which we 
made this addition to the previously existing section. It will be remembered 
that in three clauses of the Bill we sought originally to impose an additional 



1920.] 


The Bengal Cruelty to Animals Bill, 
Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


61 


obligation on owners and persons in control of anirimlH for the prevention of 

certain forms of offence. In clause 6 (new clause 5) the owner or the person 
in control was made responsible ro a certain dt^gree in the niatier of overload- 
ing, in clause 7 (now clause 6) in the matter of phuka and in clause 11 in the 
matter ol using an unfit animal. That liability was al>solute in the Bilh as 
originally dratted. When opinions ere received on the Bill, we found that 
theio were a ceitain number of people who thought that we were treating 
owners, etc., rather hardly, and therefore in tlu* oclect Coininitlee we limited 
the liability , that is to say, w(‘ only made the owiitn*, i*t(‘., rt^sjionsilde il lu) 
failed to oxoroise rcasonal>le (;ar(' and supervision in so far as (‘lausc^s fi (now 
clause 5) and 11 (now c;lause 10) were concerm^<l. But W(' did not niakt^ a 
similar change in claust‘ t (now (dause 6), b(*caus(* w<‘ thought that an owner 
oould reasonably be required to take precautions to ensure that phuka was not 
])ractisod. If it was, it must necessarily go on undm* his eyc^s, and it is up to 
him to see^that his servants or wdioe. er is in charge an^ not guilty of that * 
offence. Tliat was the view of the SeleiU, Oommittoe, and I pm*sonaIly adhere 
to it. If the aimuidment is adopted, th(‘ wliole utility of the claus(‘ is i’mpaircH], 
wdiih^ the amendment goes iar furth vr tlian evim the alt('rations v\diich w'e 
made in clauses 6 (now clause o) and 11 ^now elaus(‘ 10). We tlieri^ said 
that an owner, etc., s'lould only be liable if Ih' faded to (‘Xereise reasonable 
care and supervision. ddi(‘ aiiKuidmmit would (‘Xi'iiqil thi^ owiuu* if he did not 
know what was going on, and unh^HS we a(*lually caught him presmil at the 
ojim-ation (in which (‘went we jirobably would not n‘(|Uire tlu' exttmd(‘d lial)ility 
at all) ho (jould always say that }u‘ did not know what was ha|)})nning and 
would thus get off, sinci^ it would be v( 3 ry diflicailt to provi^ the contrary. ” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said:— 

“ My Lonl, the principh^ of the amendment is very clear. Tiie owner of 
an animal is noti pr(^sent. at tlui tinu^ wlum the ]>huka opiTation goes on, and if 
he has no knowledge, I submit n^spiujtfully that he. ought not to lx* criminally 
])rosecuted, convicted or punished. It is a well-known prirndple of criminal 
law that the party to be punished must havi^ knowledge of the thing for 
which he is charg(*d. Looking into th(‘ scope of tlK‘< whoh^ Bill It ap[^ars 
that tins has not been lost sight of. II tlic'^ argument is to that tIl(^ 
owner is to exercise reasonable diligence in such mattcirs, my submission is 
that when the punishment is a subji^cl matter of consult ration is it not 
necessary that the party to be punished had knowltnigc ol l lu^ act for which lie 
18 being punished ? Idiat is the' view, my Lord, whudi 1 havut takmi and for 
which 1 press this matter for the decision ol this Louncil. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Amendment No. 3, 


Clause 8 {now clause 7). 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved that 
the word “class, ” at the end of the proviso to clause 8 (now clause 7^ the 
following be added, namely : — 

“ or for any bond fide scientific purpose or for the preparation of any 
medioirial drug." 


7 A 
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He said — 

“ My Lord, Hon’hle Members may be aware that live goats are buried 
in the earth and me'licines are prepared from the meat such as Brehat 
Ohagladye Creto, Brehat Aswagandhe (Jreto^ Amrito Pras Greto, Brehat 
Satahord Greto, Brinhal Greto^ and medicinal oil such as Maliamastoila, Gopal 
oil, etc. Tliesi^ medicines cure many diseases. The preparations of these 
medicines in the above manner are presciribed in the famous Ayurvedic books 
Vkaisaya Bafnahali, Chorok Dutin^ Chorok Sonhita^ Susorata Sonhita and 
other books which are said to bo three thousand years old. And as a matter 
of fa(^t these medicines arc^ found to be highly efficacious in many diseases 
and the Government ought not to put a stop io it I'y introducing an 
Act which would penalise people who prepare these me<licinal drugs.” 


The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said :~ 

‘‘ Sir, clause S (now clause 7) of the Ihll is the clausi* which deals with 
the killing of an animal in an unnec(issarily cruel manner, with a proviso 
saving the killing of an animal in a manner required by religion, religious 
rites or usage. That jiroviso follows section 11 of Act XI of LSIH), and it has 
bo(‘n found suffiedent to protect any ])erson acting io/n? from unnecessary 
prosecution ; it could be argiUMl, tlnuadoriq that it will proven suffiident oven 
without th(' addition which the llon’bh* Miunber mov proposes, nanudy, t.o 
providi' safeguards for thost^ who kill an animal for any bo7id fide scitmtific 
f)urpos(‘ or for the jireparation of any iruHlicinal drug. That sah'guard was not 
insc‘rt<Hl Ixd’ore, and no harm has resulted from its absiunte It is arguable, 
however, that w(‘ should definitely exempt cases in which tlu; life of a!i animal 
is taken, say, in tlu* course of (‘xperiments with inoculalion or, as 1 also 
understand, in the preparation of certain drugs used in indigenous medicine 
by the killing of animals in away which would strike th(‘ ordinary person as 
cruel. We have no objection to inserting the atnendment in tln^ Hill.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Amendment No. 4. 


( House 9. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved that after the 
word ” manner,'’ in lim* 3 of clause 9 (now clause 8), the following be inserted^ 
naimdy ; — 

sons to constituto an offence under >^ection 8 (now section 7).” 


He said — 

My Lord, this amendm(*nt is necessary. This k a section which pro- 
vides a penalty for being in possession of the skin of a goat killed 
with unnecessary cruelty. Reference ought to be Tnade in thi^ clause to 
the proviso to clause 8 (now clause 7). And I think the addition of 
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those words suf^plies an omission. If the killing in certain eireuinstances is not 
10 be regarded as an oflfence, possession of the skin of a goiit so killed should 
not be an offence.” 


The Hon’bto Sir Henry Wheeler said:— 

Here again, Sir, the amendment is perhaps nior(' tln‘orotieally arguable^ 
than practically obligatory. The clause in tin' Bill is a n'petition of a stn'lion 
in an existing Act, XIV of 1917, whicli has worked all right. But in tlu‘ 
reference to ‘ an uniKHiessarily cruel manner ’ \vv do nn^an ' iinneccvssarily 
cruel ' in the sense that those words an* us(*d in claust* 8 (lU)vv clause 7), and 
as the amendment only ])ropOKi‘s to make tliat (dear, wt' have no object loii 
to ac(,‘epting it.” 

The motion was t hen put and agr(*(Hl to. 


Amendment No. 5. 

Clause 23 {now clause 22). 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur nioV(Mi that for tin* 

word Magistratt‘ ” at tin* end of sub-idause [2) of clause ihH (now claust* 2^). 
the following Ix' substituted, namely : — 

“ ne.arcst Magistrate competent to j)ass the maximum punishmcio 
prescnlu'd unchu' this Act.’ 

lie said— 

“My Lord, th(‘St‘ words an* neciessary Ixna'inse idn* word ‘Magistrate as 
put ill till' clauHd is \uiriic. It may I'c 'iicm-ssary iii Home rases Ki iiillirt llm 
maximum puiiislim-ml . ami il in lliat rase tlir animal is pim.lur.ui l.rfm'r a 
Ma<^ist,ratt 3 will) iiinlrr I lie ('nmiiial i’riKaHliire Cn'le is iml vesleil wiUi 

power to iiiHiet sueli maximum imiiisliment, li.jeel, ol the Ael woiilU 1 e 

frustrated mm-c insertion of the word ‘ Magistratt* wdl not prt'venf a 

man Irom t.akinjr Hm animal to a thinl elass Matristrale wliereas the propoHdl 
substitution would have the effeet ot eompellinii 'he proluetion o a man 
before a Mafjistrate who is comiieteiit to punish the aeeiis.d adeijiiately. 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said 

Sir. we are not prepared to accept this amendmenl partly heeaiise we 
regard it' as unnecessary, and parlly because it mtiuduces a ^ ^ 

is in some ways undesirable. 'I'lie clause m question is t -at wb eh ; • 
veterinary ins| ector to seize an animal winch is un it aii< ei u i ) 
an infirmary, or. if ho considers a prost’ciiiion is nc(< : ' M-iidstralc 

elects, to direct a prosecution and produce the ‘ m ‘ .L,.e',uid 

What the amendment really means is that t la . agisia^i r Kliiced liefore 

elass Magistrate. Ordinarily the animal would 

a Magistrate of the second class, but there is no V',', r t,, ihe (hxle of 

produced before a Magistrate of a lower class, and aecotr i ^ ^ 

Criminal Procedure, third class Magistrates can also take ^ ; 

offence although it may he triable only by '.I 

Pile sending of the animal to the intirniary in accoi ant ' ^ isecond 

clause 23) need not, agaifi, necessarily ho done ly a . agis . . Therefore I 
class, although, as I have said, ordinarily it wi I he so one ,a,,nUon ” 
think the amendment is iTnnecessary, and I would depre . 
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The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

** My Lord, as the Bill shows the word ‘magistrate’ is mentioned and 
nothing more than that. Then the question is that the accused is to be 
brought before a magistrate. It is not here a ease of recording a confession 
that the accused is to be brought before any magistrate. The point is that 
the magistrate must be a competent magistrate. He is brought before a 
magistrate of the third class and then it is found that such a magistrate has 
no power to take up the case which is brought before him. The accused is 
put to great difficulty, and he is brought before another magistrate who is 
competent to take up the case. So in order to avoid all these difficulties 
I consider lhat my amendment should be accepted.” 

Th(^ motion was then put and lost. 


AMENDMENT No. 6. 

Clause 25 (now clause 24). 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved that the 
words “ but the owner shall not bo liable to make aiiy payment in (‘xcoss of 
the i)rocoods of the sale,” in lines 4 and f) of sub-clause [4) of clause 25 (now 
<^lause 24), be omitted. 

Ho said : — 

“My Lord, I think it would not lx* proper to retain these words. Take 
for instance a case in which an animal worth Ks. 25 is kept in the infirmary 
for a sufficient hmgth of time so as to entail an expenditure of, say, Hs. 30 or 
Us. 40. In that case, if we retain the above words in the clause, the owner 
cannot bo compelled to pay more than Us. 25. I suggest that the excess, 
amount should also bo realized from the owner.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said 

“Sir, after the solicitude which the Ilon’ble Member showed for the 
rights of owners in connection with another clause, 1 am rather Hurt)rised that 
lie should try to whittle away a degree of protection to an owner which 
the Bill (extends. In (XU'Cain eventualities an animal is taken to an infirmary; 
it is tlit'n* treated and fees become payable. If the owner refuses or neglects 
to pay, or if he refuses to nmove the animal, the animal may be sold, 
and what tho Bill says is that the owner in that event shall not be liable to 
pay on account of infirmary fees, more than the price which the animal may 
fi^tch at auction. To this extent il is therefore a protection to the owner. 
Uorsonally I do not mind much if that protection is taken away, but I think 
the amendment will not commend itself to the majority and, in that view, I 
would not accept it.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

“ In coming forward to criticise the provisions of a Bill we always 
take both sides of the question into consideration. We think it necessary to 
put forward before the Council what would be the consequence of a concrete 
case and with that view, my Lord, I have come to tjje Council with such an 
amendment. I am very thankful to Sir Henry Wheeler for reminding me 
that 1 had great solicitude for the owner in putting^forward another amend- 
ment, but at the same time I submit that when a Bill is drafted and is brought 
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before the Council all shades of the question have to be discussed, and I hava 
put forward a concrete iiistanc(*. ” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 6. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler rnove.d that the Se<‘n‘tary bo directed to 
renumber the clauses and sub-clauses of the Hill in consecutive order and to 
make corresponding alterations in all cross references thereto. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 7. 

The Hon’bie Sir Henry Wheeler movod that tin' Hill, as Hottlcd in 
(Jouncil, be passed. 

The motion was put anti agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8- 

THE EASTERN FRONTIER RIFLES (BENGAL BATTALION) 

BILL, 1920. 

The Hon’bie Sir Henry Wheeler prcHcntod ibe Ke|.(>rt,_ of the Select 

Committee on llie Kasterii Frontier Ritles (Hengal H.'ittalion) bill, lltJO. 


He said 


“ Mv Lord, assuming tlie soundness of the re.asons for iriaking the '•hanges 
omenclatuiv wliicli 1 explaine.l when the Hill was mlr.Hluood, Mh, Hdl 


m noineiK. 
itself bt'corncs one o 


n,seii oecumes u.e. .d'‘ making conse(iuenlial verbal aniendinents. In that view 
it was reganbrl by the Select Committee, ami it will be observed that wo. 
tlierefore. propose that flie Hill be pas.sod as intn4ueed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

LIST OF BUSINESS- ITEM No. 9. 


His Excellency the President said 

“Hon’blo Members will observe that ilemis Nos. !t-lL inclusive, deal 

•ji i-i 1 ■ 1 I iliiiilf should bo defudod by non'otbcial Meinlx'rs of 

with matters which. 1 think, stiouiu no m i M„,nl„.rR of the 

colleagues. . , 

“I would, Lowever, poiul ou, to Iho lloi.'Wo -vho.o nu,„„ 

No. 16 stands, namely, t,ho Ilon’hie Hahn burendi. 


.vit-ni* I 1 

Nath Kay, that the first 


Is, namely, the lion im- i>aeu - 

part of his proposed resolution is covered j ^ • Charan I’al Hahadiir. 

tion standing in the name of the Hon dc f .i./ jirm’ble Hahn Surondra 

In ciroumrtauce, il win not l,«,.n order Tor ll,« I n I I.. 

Nath Ray to mo.o hi. roeolntioo, l.ul ,1 1,0 do., re. to do ho, R 

speak upon item No. 9.” — — 

‘ The 8r»t part of Hie resolllt»n was 88 followH .rateful thunks of tlw nOiw-B>cia) 

“ Thi« Council rccommenda to tlie Govf awflv lirKinc-Enipcror fur llis Kracimw luwtHaK- of 

Members of this Council he conveyed (1) to His Majesty the tvi t, 

tlie 23rd DeceiHuer last.” 
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Th6 Hon’blo Rdi R&dha Charan Pal BahfMliir moved the following 
roeolaiion : — 

‘‘ TIiIh Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a message 
expressing the loyal and dutiful homage of the people of this Frosidency bo 
respectfully conveyed to llis Imperial Majt^sty the King-Emperor, and that 
the profound graiitude of the people be convoyed to His Majesty for His 
gracious Froclamatioii of the 23rd December last and for giving His Royal 
assent to the Government of India Bill passed by Parliament, and also for 
His Royal condescension in announcing his intention to depute His Royal 
Highness tln^ Prince of Wales to visit India as His Majesty’s representative 
for the [)urpos('. of inaugurating the now^ constitution ; and this Council 
lenders its r(‘Sj)(;ctful assurance to His Majesty the Kiug-Emfuiror that His 
Royal Higliness the Prince of Wales will receive a most cordial and enthu- 
siastic welcom(‘. from the people of this Presidency.” 


He said ; — 

“The Royal Proclamation of our Gracious Sovereign has stirred the hearts 
of our j)eopl(‘> to their inmost depths. The remarkable unanimity and S])on ta- 
mpons outburst of joy and gratitude with which the Proclamation has 
r(*cciv(Hl throughout the lengtli and breadth of the country is an index 
of the, lov(' and attachment of the- ])eople to tlu' Throne. There is in it 
a true ring of sincerity, of dc^ep and aliiding sympathy, love and Solicitude 
for the advanc('immt of India which has appeah'd to tln^ imagination of the 
tiHuuing millifins under ITis Majesty’s sway and has cemented the bond of 
union and strengthened the tii'-s bet weiui India and hmgland. King George 
iK'fon^ li(‘ ascjonried the throiKi liad manifested on evio’y j) 0 ssible oc(!asion 
his sineer(‘ desire to promote the happiness tand contentment of the ])eople of 
India, which lias found (^-xpression at dillerent times, and we believe that the 
cliange in the angle of vision of His Majesty’s Government is not a little 
due to the intluence and example of His Gracious Maji^sty. 


ddn‘ Proclamation of His Majesty is not a conventional pronouncement. 
In giving his S(‘al oi assemt to the Govi^rnment of India Act, lu^ has declared 
in no uncertain voice that India is now set lirmly and definitely on the road 
to res])onsible governnn'nt , which is indeed the hpgitimate as])iration of the 
j)t^opl(‘. He sympathizes with their aspirations and rejoices that they are now 
about to be fulfilled. He exhorts both his i)eoplo and his officers to make 
the great measurt' a success. Democratic institutions are not alien to the 
gtmius ('f our race because no otlnu' nat ion on tln^ fa(a_^ of the earth differing 
so widely from th(‘ British peojde in race, language' and litpratue, in history 
and traditions has been able to assimilate the best elements of western 
eulturt' and knowledge' and western ideals of civic and political life as we. 
the inheritors of an ancient culture and civilization which are to this day 
objects of admiration to the w^orld. The activity and onward march of 
intellectual life of the people undtu’ British rule, which have met with Royal 
apj)robation, are apparent in every direction. Whether in the domain of law 
and lit(u*ature, sciem^e or medicine, religion or morals, politics or the public 
services, we have ])roduced men who are deemed a credit to any country in the 
world. 1 may be pardoned for indulging in a legitimate pride in saying that 
the genius of Bi'ugal, in spite of our controversies and criticisms and apparent 
<lissension8 will rise to the height of the occasion and prove its fitness not 
only in the S})here of administration but also in the region of Parliamentary 
government. We realize that a grave responsibility is devolving on us. 
T'he time for discussion of the adequacy or inadequacy of the reforms has 
passed away. It is now our duty to concentrate our energies and put forth 
our abilities in a true spirit of patriotism to ensure its success and to justify 
our claims to a (luicker march to the goal of complete responsible government. 
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ant of popular governmcMit and aHive pul, lie life. 'I’l.e spirit of rivalry in 

tbo service of our co.nmon motherland proe.vds from .ho patriotic- d.csiro of 

us alto offer our best sorv.ec-s to our people. 1 appeal to our eountrymen 
not to forget in the heat of party warfare that tlie suceesn of the reforms 
ijpon which His mperial Majesty lias set his heart is a mattc-r of national 

honour with us and we should all do oiir best to vindicate that honour. In 
the field of sanitation, education, indusi rial and agrieultural development, I hen 
IS unlimited work for us all, and if evfu’y educated Indian dot*K ids litth* hit ii 
the iurtherance o his country’s interests, regardless of iiulividual political 
views, i teel sure that our national gov*‘rninent. will he fruitful of Ixmefits to 
the country at large. Ihe e3n's o{ tlu' whoh^ world art' upon us and wesliall hi‘ 
judged as to our capacity To govtuni ourstdvi^s h^’ our su(‘eess or failurtc It is 
possible, nay it is more than lik«‘l3% that we ina.v make mistakes in th<^ 
heginning, but I am epute t;onlident that tdie sympathy’ and co-op(*rat ion of 

the members of tlie Civil Si'rvKje who have r(*ar(‘d tins ground fabric of 

administration will not he witheld from us. I l,oj)e and trust that His 
IVIajest^^ s exhortations will lx* loyally acted upeii. It is ilritish I'onncction, 
British influenc(‘, and British example t liat have maih* India vibrate with 
the ])ulsation ol a new lile. What Alacaulay long(*d for in tin* c‘xulxn*anc(^ 
of his imagination and with a legitimati* sf'nse of pridt* in (ht^ h(*in‘ticit‘nce 
of British rule has been realiz(*d to-day. ’J’he dcstini»*s of India liavc* hixm 

so moulded by the kindly hand of Britain that Indians an* now (h^clan*d fit 

to be endovvixl with responsible govi'riiment , and tin' autliors of tins iiuiasuro 
have taken the pri'caution sotolraim* it as to enable tin* Indiatis to attain 
by light of 1‘xperienee and practical work the full nn^asur** of st‘ll-gov(*rnnnuit 
within a measurabh^ distance ol timt\ Amongst our count rynnm, t hei’e are 
some who consider that a largtn* m(*asure of Helf-gov<*rnimmt ought to have 
been conceded from the v(‘ry beginning, whih* a section of tlui Kuroy>ean (;oin- 
munity considt*r tliat too inu(;h has b(*cn concedeil. Kv(‘ryone is entithxl to 
his own opinion, and vvi* sliould not grudge hoinxst diircreauK^s. I>ut as the 
*Act is now the law of tln^ land, in all loyalty to i he King and the cfuistii ut ion, 
and following His Majesty’s wist^ counstd, let us now banish all bit-tt'rness 
from our mind. ’Tin* controvun’s^Ms at- an (‘iid. The time for practical work 
has now comt\ Let us si't ourscKo's to work, lit'art- wit hin and (iod ov(*rhead 
and achieve the consummation of full and resjionsibh^ government so 
devoutly to bi* vvish(;d for. Now is the time lor all parties to unite and 
seriously to consider what steps should be t.ak(*n to [)n'ss u|K)n the (hunmiltt'-e 
appointed to a<ljust the rinancial relations between tin* Imperial and Prov- 
incial Governments, the iicimIs ol tln^. country and tlu* rn'cessity lor a liberal 
financial adjustment in order to miable oiir newlv^-constit uted Provincial 
Government so to administer the affairs of tlu* Presidency as in t lu* words 
of His Majesty will contribute to the gn;ater happiness and w(*ll-being of the 


masses. 


A moinonlous change is taking place. King Oeoi-ge is I lie prcHuling 
genius at this period of transitioii. To biin tll<^ inillioiiH of India wbatevei^ 
their divergent views in politics may be, with one acclaim offer their hearts 
homage for his love, confidence and trust in t-lieni and for his symiiatliotnc 
and wise guidance at this glorious opoch in the liistory of our country. He 
is enthroned in the hearts of us all and may he long rule over us. 


The amnesty graciously granted hy His Majesty has reston-,d the j g 
sunshine of happiness in many a home, and loyal India leels jno imuo y gr< - 
ful to him. It should be the endeavour of every person to clmrish this mark 
of Royal favour by co*operating in the maintenance of peace u , oh cr > 
progressive Government as desired b}^ His Majesty. 

His Majesty has been graciously pleased to announce 
depute his dLr son, the Prince of Wales, to inaugurate the new constitution 

8 
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Rai Radha Cfioraii Pal Bahadur. 


Til ere is a clioriiR of welcome awaiting? him from all f)art8 of India. His Royal 
Hig’liness comes here? as the representativ'e of our Sovereign charged with a 
great niission and the peoph^ of Ikmgal. who are ever foremost in according 
the most loyal and enthusiastic welcome to the Princes of the blood Royal, 
will tender their hearts’ homage to him ou that unique occasion. ” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said : — 

“ My Lord, the whole country is grateful to His Imperial Majesty the 
King Kmpcjror for tlui very gracious Proclamation of the 23rd December last. 
It has tomdiod tlu* inmost feelings of our heart. At a time when the whole of 
India, no matter whether extremists, moderates or nationalists, Hindus, 
Muhammadans, Sikhs or Pathans. were agitated and convulsed by the dis- 
cloHures of the incidents in the Punjab, the Royal Proclamation came as a 
, balm to heal the wound. It is therefore with a loyal heart that we offer our 
devoti^d thanks for the kind message of synijiathy and encouragement with 
which that Proclamation is replete and wliich shows the warmth of feeling 
and sincerity of heart of His Imperial Maj(‘sty. 

There arc throe announcements in the Proclamation — {t) the passing of 
the Government of India Act ; {h) the Amnesty to political prisoners, and (iii) 
the jiroposal for the constitution of a Council of Princes. 

As regards the (lovernment of India Act, the Proclamation makes note 
of one most imjiortant fact and makes one very im] ortant announcement. It 
stat(‘s, ‘ th(‘re is om* gift which y(‘t remains and witliout which the progress of 
a country cannot be consummated — the right of h(‘r peo])le to direct her affairs 

and safeguard her interests The control of her domestic concerns 

is a burden which India may legitimately aspire to taking upon her own 
shoulders.’ It is for the first tiitie that this announcement is made and steps 
taken to put us on the threshold of what may lead to responsibly 
government. 

My Lord, there an* moments wlnm sovereigns do the right thing and in 
fact caf>ture tlu^ imagination of their subjects by showing their sympathy 
wil h their aspirations. India is a loyal country. Indians are by nature 
grateful, loyal and devoted to their rulm* ; Indians are touched by the slightest 
acts of sympathy. It is thend’on^ no wonder that His Majesty’s Proclamation 
has had the effect of f)acifying and soothing those who were discontented. If 
in the year 1911 His Imperial Mai(?sty while in India held out words of hope, 
by tlje Proclamation of December last and by giving his Royal assent to the 
Goveriiimmt of India Act, he has partially fulfilled our hopes. The solemn 
dt*claration made by His Minister, I mean the Right Hon’blo Mr. Montagu, on 
the 20th August 1917 lias bcmi to some extent carried out. I believe 
that the policy of His Majesty’s Governnumt, as notified in the said 
(h^claratioii of the 20tU August, that of increasing assooiation of Indians 
in every branch of administration and the gradual development of self- 
governing institutions with a view to the progressive realization of res- 
ponsible government in India as an integral part of the British* Empire, 
will be fulfilled by the new Reforms Act. I do not say that we have 
reached the goal of our ambition and that we are to rest satisfied with what 
we have got. Hut I believe with many of my distinguished countrymen that 
the reforms will cnal)le us to advance further towards our goal, that the 
reforms will be a stepping-stone to responsible government, and to use the 
words of ihc Royal Proclamation ‘there now lies before us a definite step on 
the road to responsible government.’ 

Educated Indians who form the backbone of Titian society will ever 
rcniain true and loyal to the British Government. They know full well that 
it is the British Government which has raised them to the level of a 
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progressive people and that the safety and welfare of the eouutrv deix>nds on 
the supremacy of the Hntish Government, h may he that there will he 
notation m the country for larger powers than the present Aet gives us before 
the statutory period of ten years has expired, hut that will not he unusual- 
I would even go further and say that it will he not unreasonable. .My Lonl, 
you cannot command the surging waves of the sea and say itiito them 'Thus 
far Shalt thou go and no further and here sh.dt thy proud waves he staid.’ 

A new spirit has dawned upon the eountry-why. it has dawned upon the 
world. The new idea of Nationality has caught hold of the educated mind 
in tins countiy and has convulstsl hcrt' and in tln^ (\>ntim'nt of 

Europe. Phenomenal rise of Japan in ilu‘ Far East and the d(*struetion of the 
military autocracies— oven of the Holy Koinan Empiiv in llu‘ wi^sl lik(‘ a house 
of cards— have given an electric shock to the old-world idt‘as and lajiefs. It is 
not necessary for me to point out or to nui crate t hat lht‘ nt‘w Act is a step 
towards responsible government. The trust(‘d leadm-s (,f the people, sincere 
friends and well-wishers ol India, are unanimous in that opinion, (/aptain 
Ormsby-Gore, one of the members of tln^ Joint (Aimmittet' of Parliiiimmt, says, * 
There is a new conci^ption ot P^mpire, and India’s march towards t in* status 
of a self-governing dominion, away from tin- status of a l)t‘pendeney, has 
begun. We, therefore, w(‘leom(‘ tin' incasuri' and conviw to His Impt'rial 
Majesty our hi'artfelt gratitude' for having givi'ii his Royal assent to it. 


The Proclamation gives amnesty to political prisoiu'rs and His Majt'sty’s 
words cannot fail to give ris(*lo sincere feelings of gratitude, not only to tin* 
public but to the [lolitical ]irisom‘rs tht'mstj va^s. It is m'edless to say that 
the Reforms Act without tin* amtu'sty would havi' fallen Hat on the country. 
His Majestv says, ‘ It is my earnest desirt' at this timi' that so far as possibles 
any trace of bitterness bet vv(*en my pi'oplc and those who arc ri'sponHilih* for 
my government sliould Ix'. obliterati^d. Let those who in t heii- eagc'rm'ss for 
political progix^SH have broken tin' law in tln^ jiast rt'specl it in the future. 
Let it becoiiK' possible for those who arc charg(‘d with the maintcnanc(‘ of 
peaceful and orderly govern immt to forgt^t t'xtravaganciis tln'y have had to 
(?urb. A n('W era is ofiening. L('t it begin with a common (h'tm*minat ion 
among iny pcuiple and my ottiem-s to work together for a common jiurpose.’ 
We hope and trust that those to whom tlu'sc words hav(^ bi'cn addn'SHcxI 
will carry them out in the spirit in whicdi they arc intendiMi. 


By tlu^ Proclamation, Hi^ Imperial Majesty has given assent to tin* 
(establishment of a Cliamber ol Princes. I hough w(‘ on this snb; ol India an^ 
not very much interested in thi'se Indian States, still tin* e.si alJishment (jf a 
Chamber of Princes has a ])oliticai signilicance for the whole of India. To mi; 
personally it is highly gratifying as I a<lvocated tin* est iiiilishment. of such a 
chamber so f«ir back as the year 1888 in my History ol tin* Native* Stairs of 
India.’ On the 1st January 1877 on the historic plain of Delhi a 'Council of 
the Ein[>ire ’ was created. It was stated on that mcmoralJe ()ccasjon that 
the object of ijstablishing this Imperial Council was to associati; the Indian 
Princes with the government of thi* Empire in a inanner honouiabb* to tlu;in 
selves and advantageous to t he public int(;rests. I he Counril has remained a 
paper Council ever since. A (k)uncil of this nature is ip'gently needed to 
place the relations between the Paramount Power and its griaat ieudatories on 
an altogether new, superior and better footing. Ly iheir loya am i evoto 
services during the war they have estaiilished their claims to have* a ( lam )or 
of their own, and His Imf5erial Majesty has in justice to their services given 
them a chamber to which they were entitled. 


The Hon’ble Dr. Suhrawardy said 

“ My Lord, I rise to give my wholehearted support to the roBolution 
moved by my friend the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Ba a ui. 


8 A 
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My Lord, any Royal Proclamation issued at any time by^any sovereign 
fur the welfare ol his people is bound to tire their imagination and enthusiasm 
and awaken in their l)rea8ts sentiments of the deepest loyalty and of 
profound gratitude, and, iriy Lord, former rulers of this historic country in 
ages gone by have signified on historic and memorable occasions by the 
promulgation of Charters and Proclamations their sentiments of love and 
aflfection for their people. But tlie Proclamation of Ilis Imperial Majesty 
Georg(‘ V stands pre-eminent, by the circumstances and occasion of its 
promulgation and the character of its contents, above all the Charters and 
Proclamations of the world. It stands unique amongst the literature of its 
kind. 1 venture to say that omj will seek in vain in the archives of the 
world for a royal document which can bear comparison with the Proclamation 
of the King-Emperor in the nobility of its sentimcnis, the loftiness of its ideals 
and the generous policy ol government foreshadowed for the future. When 1 
say this, I do not forget the edicts of A soka. tlie ^rma?is of Firoze Shah 
and th(! institutes of Jehangir, edicts, charters and institutes issued by 
sov(n*oigns imbued with high and humane ideals for the welfare of their 
subjects. Nor do 1 forg(*t tlie great Charters of English History. The 
Proclamation, my Lord, has becni described as the Magna (diarta of India. 
But we should nunember that it is not a charter wrung from a sovereign in a 
moment of ])anic or under pressure of adverse circumstances. It is a 
Proclamation promulgated after careful consideration and diRe deliberation by 
the mightiest Emp(u*or of tlie world — the only Emperor in the West to-da;y — 
to liis subjects in the East, in the phmitude of his power, in the height 
of his glory, i»y th(‘ Ib'ad of an Empire which has emerged victorious and 
triumphant from a world-wide war wliich has foundercul ('injures and over- 
turned the thrones of Tsars and Kaisers and of h^sser kings. As to its 
character and contents, the Procdamaiion embodies the loftiest ideals of states- 
manshij) and kingship expn^ssod in noble language. My Lord, the Proclama- 
tion is characterised as a message^ of hope and inspiration. It is undoiihti^dly 
a message of hof;e, but it is much more. Lot us pause for a moment and 
analyse its contents. It recounts the measures passed by Parliament for the 
l>etter gov(U’nmont of India culminating with tin' Act whicdi lias now b('Com^ 
law. It reminds us of the stmtiments of affection and dc'Votion towards India 
of His Majesty and bis predecessors and of tin* Royal PrcKdamaiions issued 
by them, ft tells us how the desire after political responsibility has resulted 
from tin* British contact with India and how the beginnings of responsible 
gov(n*nnuml> wena* laid many years ago and how tln^ scope has Vanm extended 
stage* by stage till now there lies before us a definite step on the road 
to responsible governnumt. It jioints out the need of mutual forbearance 
between all se(;tions and races of tin* people of India and for co-operation 
for tln^ C(jmmon good in sinking unessential differences. It further announces 
th(' exercist* of tlu* Royal clemency to political (offenders. 


Now, My Lord, the announcement of the 20th August has been vindicated. 
The Reforms are an accomplished fact. The Royal clemency has been exercised 
by the Viceroy on behalf of His Majesty in the fullest measure. Thus the 
Proclamation is not merely a pledge, a promise, a pious hope, it is the fulfil- 
ment of a promise, the redemption of a jdedge, the realisation of our hopes. The 
Sovereign has demonstrated his sovereignty in a just and generous manner. It 
is now for the subjects to give proofs of their allegiarfBe. A solemn and sacred 
obligation is laid on our shoulders. Let not our gratitude and loyalty end 
with the mere effervescence of words. Let us prove by deeds the depth and 
intensity of our loyalty. My Lord, I frankly confess that I was amongst those 
who were not ifi love with many features of the Reforms Scheme. In this 
very Council Chamber I voiced the dissatisfaction q| the Moslem community 
at the place accorded to them under the Montagu-Chelmsford Report. But 
now that the Act is passed and the Sovereign bids us to observe mutual 
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Drbearance for the success of this great esperi.nent, let the voice of dissatis- 
iction and discontent he hushed m silence. Time was when difference of 
ice and religion might have been urged as an obstacle in the wav of cordial 
o-operation. Ihe greatest and mightiest of Moslem monarchs* dreamt the 
ream of building up an Indian nation, aud strove hard both by example and 
recept for the realization of his dream. He lived to see his dream shattered 
nd died of a broken heart. The liaplnss Prince Dara, who dared drt'ain the 
ream of his illustrious grandfather, liad to pay with his blocxl tlu‘ ptnialty of 
18 boldness and broadminded sympatliy with the Hindus. 


^ But now, despite the hobx-austs (>f Arrah and Katarpur the air ivsounds 
nth the cry ol Hindii-Moslein unity. The unrest and ft‘riueiit liorn of the 
npact of Britain and India is set'king to find rest in the formation of an Indian 
ation. But let not the nationalists forged that the India of to-day is not the 
ndia of Hindus and Moslems alone, but it is the India of Hindus. Moshmis 
nd Christians. Let tli|? inlu*rilors of the civilization ami culliin* of Asoka and 
^ikramaditya, of Akiiar and Shah Jehan — Hindus and \[osh*ms — lisc* to the 
eight of the occasion and united in a bond of indissolul)l(' lirotlnn-luxul work 
1 unison, harmony and cordial co-operation with tlu* great British pt*ople. th(‘ 
reatest friends of freedom, the memhers of the fn'osi onipire in the world. 
jCt the Britisher also n^alisti liis shan* in the ci‘(‘alion of the d(‘sire in Indian 
linds for political freedom and let him not look upon Indian iiolitical h‘a(hn-s 
s his enemies. In the words of the Urdu poi't — 


* 4^j 

You yourselves have brought this flood of friHulom from th(‘ West 
.ay, therefore, the foundation of your (mipire and i Ik* fabric of your consti- 
iition deep in the hearts of the peopl(\ so that th(*y may endure for t^ver. 


My Lord, with understanding and sympathy and cordial (‘o-oj)(n-atioii tin* 
]ion of our Hope; and tin* .Mec<*a of our Aspirations will l)o reaclu'd in no 
istant futuia* and British(‘rs will Ix^ jiroud of tluur Indian fellow-mti/ams and 
•grtners in the great British ( a nninon wealth, and Indians will proudly diK'lart*, 
liemselvos as tlie eitizmis of au Empire wid<*r and vast(‘r than that of the 
lomans, and say, ‘ We anMu'tizmis of the British Kmpiia*’.” 


he Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaiidhuri said 

My Lord, I risi' not t-o add anything to what has boon so ably movod 
>y my fri(3nd the Hon’hh* Rai liadha tyharan Pal Bahadur, and tin* i)r(‘vioiis 
peak(M*R, but 1 think it my duty as a reproseiitativt^ oi tiie ptioph* as w(dl as 
u my privato capacity to assbxdate mysolf wholeheartedly in an (‘xpri^ssion^ol 
lOiiiage — loyal and dutiful liomagi* — to His Imperial .Majesty the King- 
hiiperor for the gracious Proclamation of the I^drd Deccunber last and in our 
espectful assurance lo His Majesty tli(3 King-Emperor that His Koyal 
lighness the Prince of Wah^s will r^cmvi* a most <‘or<lial and ent luisiasiuo 
velcomo from us. With these expressions of loyalty, I wholeheartedly 
Upport what has been said by tiu; hon’ble movor and the previous 
poakers. ” 


he Honlile Maulvf Abul Kasem said 

“ My Lord, I riye to join my lmml)le voice to the expression ul gratilmi.; 
nd loyalty to His Majesty the King-Kmperor. There may be, ditlen-nces ol 
pinion afcout the system of administration carried on in this couiitiy oi t le 
uanner in which government is carried on here, but so far as ik lans are 
oncerned— aud by Indians I mean all sections ol the comma nity. wlietlier 
lationalists or not-^liether Hindus or Muhammadans— we are at least one m 
•ur devotion to the person of His Majesty and tl>o Pj^one of rmghind 
claim that so far as the Indian people are concerned thoir loyally to tne 
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" * 

Throne, which is also the Throne of India, is not less sincere and lessjieartfelt 
than that of the people of Great Britain themselves, and thiit whenever we 
have to tind fault with the administration we have done it with the know- 
h^dge that our criticism would roach the foot of the Throne and that redress 
would come from His Majesty. Besides the feeling of loyalty which exists 
in the heart <if the people 1 might add that any member of the House of 
the late Queen Victoria would always oommaud the affectionate regard and 
respect from the people of India and as His Majesty King George has not only 
maintained tlie reputation of his illustrious house but has also enhanced it by 
his syrnpatliy witli the people of this country, I can assure your Excellency’s 
Government that we will not be wanting in lending our co-operatioii and help 
to his desii'C to make the lieforms Act a succjess. I join in the hope that 
the members of the Government will also lend us a helping hand. Mutual 
co-operation of the people and Government is necessary so that His Majesty’s 
wislies may be fulfilled. With these words I beg to dissociate myself in the 
motion which is now before the house.” 


A 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said — 

My Lord, I am desired by my colleagues, including the landowning 
intcu-est in this house, to join my voice to what has been said with regard to 
the resolution moved by my hon’blo iriend Rai Radha 4iJharan Ral Bahadur. 
In doing so 1 desire to state one aspect of the (luestion which has been 
overlooked. We Indians are sincerely and wholeheart(‘dly of opinion that 
th(' salvation of India lies in her continuing to b(^ a part of the British 
Empire. Even those who are perhaps at times the bitterest critics of British 
a<iministrati()n in India, even they are fully convinced and are sincere in 
their conviction that the salvation of India lies in association with and as a 
partner of the British Ernpin^. But, my Lord, at times in the boat of contro- 
V('rsy people forget and it is natural, inevitable for them to forget, that in 
order to cement the bond of union between England and India that the 
agitation and bitterness wdiich found a place in the past must cease..*to have 
any place in view of the coming reforms, because we must remember tliat 
England is the head of the Pbnpire of which India (^spires to be a great partner, 
and 1 have no doubt that as our reformed Council meets and begins to discuss 
the practical problems of the country and as Indians themselves take up rc^s- 
ponsibilitic's in the new (hmncils, tlu'y will realize the importance ol the move. 
At the same time I liave no doubt that ]ny European hdlow-citizens in the 
refoimed ( 'Ouncils will begin to take a real and abiding interest in the prac- 
tical political problems of India. They will try as mucli as we Indians will try 
in cn^ating a more cont(‘nt(Hl India and in creating an India which will be one 
of the ablest partmu's in this Empire. My Lord, originally I did not intend 
to speak on this resolution, but as I have been asked by my colleagues, vyho 
represent tht‘ landholdin z int(M*est in this Council, I cannot do better than join 
my voice in support of this resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Watson-Smyth said 

” On behalf of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce I rise to support this 
resolution. I cordially associate myself and those whom 1 represent with the 
expression of loyal and respectful homage to His Majesty the King-Emperor. 
We also join in the expression of gratitude to His Majesty for announcing his 
intention to depute His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales to visit India as His 
Majesty’s representative for the purpose of inaugurating new constitution, 
and we join In tendering our respectful assurance lhat His Royal Highness 
-will receive a most cordial and enthusiastic welcome from the people of this 
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Vesidejicy. ijurtliei* wish to associate inysrlf with that | art i»f the resolu- 
[on which coiivej^ the gratitude of the | eoj)le to His Majesty for having given 
lis Royal assent to the Uovernmtuit of India Bill passtd j»y Parlianu*nt, hut 
n ^oing 80 1 must- reiniiid this Oouneil, without in any uay wishing to 
trik^ a discordant note, tliat it rests with us all to turn this Ooverniuent of 
ndia Bill into something for which we can truly he thankful, li may, liow- 
sver, be easily otherwise. It is a great experimmit. At the moment ii may 
)0 said tliat it is trembling in the balance and the S(*ah* may easily )»e turneil 
—even a hair may turn it — so that this Hill may beconu' not a hh^ssing, 
jut the reverse. In supporting this resolulioii I do not inlmul to ust* the 
n’dinary ])latUudcs. In my opinion the lime has come — ami this is a 
mitable opportunity — for the British mercaniile eommunity to))Ut their cards 
)n the table and to state detinitely what their attitude* is to In; with regard to 
diis Bill.'^ It is well-known — and I hasten to admit it — that we wtna* of 
jplnion that these reforms, although we agree to a certain I'xtent with the ^ 
principle, went too fast and too far. We thought ami \\v still think that the 
time was not ripe for the intrcKluetion into India of a form of government on 
western democratic lines, and that tin* franchist* ditiiculiy was so gn*at that 
any form of elected govcrnineiit to he n‘ally n‘pr('scntativ(* ol tin* will ol the 
people was a practical iiuiiossibility. d'ht'se w<m-(^ net (‘onclusi,inm hasllly 
arrived at, but were the results of much thouglil and consKicrat len, and 1 
would that we could say that wo* had had a fair htniring wh(‘h tin* nu^asiire 
was being discussed, but ’this is not sec Wlieii tlie Joint (’eminittoe ol the 
two Houses sat in London, represcnla(iv.*s of rvny form of opinion were not 
only invited but also assisted to give (‘videmv, but the great (’liaml.ers ol 
Commerce of India weiv not invited. Wh(‘n wt* persislimlly urg.*d our elann 
to be heard, permission was given at tin* ebnvnlh hour nn ler eemliMoiis 
which made it impossible for us to app(‘ar. All this however is past history. 

Bv the vote of rnrliameiit and by the will of tin* Sovereign t his Bill has hm*ome 
law, and now, without recrimination ami with no illwill, we miier tm* imxt 
stage— a much more ditliciilt stage—that of carrying these relonns into edect 
A»y clever man can iuv.nO a sehm.c of relonns l.ut, relon.is nuam ll.at i a 
of the comnmhil.y gets less, ami otimr parts ol tl.o eommumty got .nore tl,.. 
ihey got 'liefttre. Consequently it takes 1 1, e good will and 

snecmllythe gorxlwill of tlic whole nation to niake any sehen.e ol o imn a 
success?^ It has been said tliat tiiese reforms are lor Imlia and ioi Imli.um a 1 

!:?'5!er‘cm wincru;;. 

less ignorned in the vepori on which tins ^ 

rrS:iot:i.:::m;y;£.?.ir^he^ 

L^dy^d^Lirtfis'asi;^.:! 

Still goes on. We suc( t'edtAl t ‘ .j. • • _ vvhat tliis work has been 

sons behind ttt. carry on tlic work, am ■ < ' j I I i ,.nuiid— to look 

and what it>as meant to India, ! only have made ami 

to modern industrial India which we, ti e 1 Pox 

developed, assisted I».V fl'e ”for life and properly such as India 

Bntanmca under winch there is \ J, howe.-er. and 1 lay 

never knew before we laanuOieie. ‘ ‘ the other tilings 

great stress on thiS-that the M t.l«e rest will go 

followed afrerwards, and if you l„,,.n signs recently of 

too. I think we are all glad to "^^tce that here have 

Indians recr^nizing this. At a j* British Empire, and 1 caii- 

niade an eloquent claim for for partnership in India. I 

not do better than adapt hiS I' orrh _ ^ ours 

say, therefore, to my Indian fnend Indians to deal with, and I 

liy adoption. There are, howovei , , j y_extremisis and moderates. To 

will call them-to use the .largon of to day exire. 
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Babu Akkil Chandra Daita ; Rax Mahetidra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 

the extvemittts, i£ there are any here I do not know, hut I hope that my 
words will go beyond the walls of this room — to the extremists I say that wer 
will have no dealings \yith you as long as you maintain your present attitude 
and your present views. We feel that you are antagonistic to us and that we 
must look to outselves and protect ourselves, and this we are well able to do. 
Blit to the nKKlerates I say strecl/out your hand and we will take it. Ask 
for our cr)-o})eration and you shall have it and you and we will then tackle this 
problem of reforms and turn the Bill into something for whicji thanks are 
really due — something to the great benefit of the people and to the lasting 
good of this mighty Empire of India which is both youts |ind ours.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

‘‘My Lord, I rise to support this resolution and I do it most whole- 
heartedly. T do not desire to make any lengthy speeidi or to mar the efiect 
i)[ this solemn resolution by discussing any controversial matters as I am 
afraid my friend^ the hon’ble gentleman who has just spoken, has done. But 
then^ is oi>e thing about which I must speak, ft is His Majesty the King- 
Emperor’s wish and commandment that there should bo most cordial co-opora- 
tion between officials and peopde, between Europeans and Indians, to make the 
new constitution a suc^cess. I have no right to speak on behalf of the officials, 
nor have I any right to speak on behalf of the Europeans. But I have a right 
to speak on behalf of the people and in doing so I may assure your Lordship, 
f may assure the officials, I may assure the Europeans, including the last 
speaker, that so far as it lies in the people they will most enthusiastically 
respond to tlint exhortation of the King-Empt^ror to co-operato wholeheartedly 
to make tlie reforms a success. Whatever may be said l)y other pef)ple, 1 
know my people and I am perfectly satisfied that tlie whole country is deter- 
mined to (;o-operate most loyally. I am not aware of any people in this 
Presidency in whom there is any desire of obstruction. The real attitude‘s of 
the whole people is om^ of co-operation, of absolute and wholej^arted co- 
operation and not one of obstruction. I make mention of this 6peci^ly for the 
reason because I know and I feel there is a cm-tain misconception in cerfain 
quarters about the attitude of the people with respect to the reforms. .There is 
certainly a controversy as to whetlier the reforms are considered adequate or 
not, but apart from that question what T was going to say, my Lord, is that 
there is a certain misconception in some quarters that the folding of those. people 
according to whom the reforms are not adequate is that there should be no 
co-operation and the attitude is one of opposition. So far as I know I am in a 
]) 08 ition to assure your Lordship that there is no desire in any quarter what- 
soever of obstruction. With thefee words I beg to associate myself with this 
resolution.” 


The Hon’hle Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

‘‘ My Lord, I beg to support the resolution of the- Hon’ble Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur wholeheartedly. 


The resolution includes a vote of thanks for tbe Royal messa^^ for the 
Royal assent to dhe Reforms Act u.nd for Jthe announcement of the Coming 
visit of the Prince of Wales to India. I associate myself with the spirit and 
sentiment of th^ resolution. My. ^Lord, the Proclamation of His August 
Majesty the Ring-EinperOr of India has placed JndTans from every Indian 
hamlet, village town and oity in debt immense, of endless gratitute, to him. 
The Proedamation has enhanced feelings of loyalty Jo the British Throne, Is 
there an Indian who is not moved by the loving words and noble sentiments 
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Mr. Irwin; .Mr. Phelps; the Pre.silent : Rai Radha t’haran Pal Bahadur 

conveyed to the loyal suhjeets of His Majesty? The fiohlen eal.le vvliieh hindf 
the King-Lmpe.ror with India is the secret svinpathv lor their just and h>piti- 
mate aspirations — 

It is secret sympathy 
That silvery tie ihat silken IiikmI 
t r(nii heart to lit*art and mind to mind 
In united soul can hind. 

Every word in the Proelamalion l)n‘ath(‘s sympathy tor tlu’ Indians. 

1 h(' Royal assent to the India Reforms A(‘i has tj'ivam an opj>orl iinil y 
for an outburst ol loyalty to t!n‘ llirone o| tdi<' Kin^- Knpx'ia)!'. Kxet^ptions 
are taken in sonn' quarter to the wording of t lu' re.solution, but l he id(‘a of 
loyiilty and firm attaKdiniriii to tin' jierhon of llis Majesty is de(‘)) rooted 
in the country. 

fSlanding in the CJouneil (diamber W(‘ ought in a mattcM* of this kind 
to forgt^t tli(‘ diffmamee we attach to mere words or what wt' owe to a party. 
Tln^ ollieials and non-otHeials must be in j>erft‘et unanimity and be 
enthusiastic in tlnur homage to him and givt^ vmit to llieir h'tdings of 
revert'iice ami all'ection for a monarch so mighty in war. so glorious in 
victfiry and so rt'solute m bringing about peaeetotlu' woild. 'riu' Reforms 
Act has Sf^cuH'd for us to soim‘ exlent a recognition of our h‘gal right to 
sel f-gov(‘rnni(‘nt. 1 do not. lik(* to discuss whel Iko* (»ur hop(*s and sfUitinients 
havt‘ bomi fully realiztMl or not. That is a com o\a*rKial ])oint In proposing 
a vot(' of thanks in the ('ouncil (diainlxu' we ornglii i.o show our profound 
loyalty to His Majesty, d'ln* annouiieeimuit of the intemhx] visit oi' tin* 
Prince of Wah*s has also filh*d our hearts with joy. Tlu‘ Hindus ami 
Muhammadans havt* gia^at. r(‘gard lor th(‘ir kings. To meri'ly gaze on liis 
face is regardt‘d as a virtue by tin* Hindus.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Irwin sai l — 

“My Lord, on Ixdialf of the tea-planting industry, whifdi 1 htivi* tin* 
honour to repres<*ait in tliis (Jouncib I beg to give my loyal and whol(dn*art(*d 
support to this resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps sail! : — 

“My Li>n.l, till- cxci'llcnt scnl.imnils ('xprcsscd in i liis rcsoliil.ion arc kc 
obvious that I liavc imi, conic prepared I" make a speech in Kii|)|)orl ol it. 

But i fimi that rcprcs uiialivcs of ditl'crciit comiiiiiniiicrt liavi expressed tlicir 

o)iinioiis and cv.mi my iion’ble friend of (lie (diami.er of ( 'ommeree lias made 
a s^poeeh ex|iressm<x tlie opinion of (lie lioly lie represents. In view ol that I 
feel tliat if 1 do not sav a word on ladialf of tlie association w Ineli have the 
honour to represent I may poss l,ly be misunderstood. Ke<,'ardm(; tlie Keform.s 
Seheiue with mv dO years’ experieiiee and woi k in ilm miiiiieipality. jirineipaJly 
with Indians, I have 'been eoiiseioiis fora Ioiil^ lime that lam in elosi; sym- 
patby witli some of niy colleaKues. I liac bee,, sl,o„i'm.r lor eo-oporation lor 
the last 2b vears, and I rejoice to find that some ol my hniopean Irimids wb, 
almost bitterly opposed the iieforms S.dieme have c.mie round to my opini.-n. 
and I have very much pleasure in supporting tlm resolution in this (.lined. 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur hav 


ring 


risen from his 


The President said .— , . v- ■ , 

“ Is it your intention to ^sneak again hy way of reply * No nod y has 
spoken against your resolution. 

The Hon’blo Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“'Yes. I should like to make a few ohsi^rvatioris, my Lor . on ,i pa 

point.” 
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The President ; Rai Radha Char an Pal Bahadur, 

The President said 

“The object of an hon'ble mover making a second speech is that he 
may reply to criticisms which have been made, but in this instance no 
criticisms have been mad(‘. Therfdon* thf‘ Hon’ble Membcir has nothing to 
reply to. But if tln^ Ilon’ble Member wisln^s to rise to a j)oint or order, I am 
willing to hear him.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pai Bahadur said 

“T wish to speak on one i>oint, my Lord, in tln^ Hon’bh' Mr. Watson- 
8my til’s speech.” 


The President said 

“If the lion’ble mover thinks that th(‘r(‘ is a point in the Hon’ble 
Mr. Smyth’s speech that In* should reply to, I am jua^pared to hear him.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said — 

“ 0n(‘ interesting featun* in the debate on this losolution is that it has 
been receivcMl in a wholehearted and loyal manmu* by all sections of the 
community. 

Then, my Lord, we have got th(‘ sup})ort and sympathy of the European 
community. Ibil theia^ are oik' or t\\o obstu’vatifais in the speech of the 
Hon’ble Mr. \\\atsoii-Smyt h with \\hi(di I would deal with your Excellency’s 
liermission . My Lord, he said (hat a e('rtain sertion of my community, if I 
lollowed him aright, did not want th(‘ (‘O-operat ion ol iht* Euro|)ean commu- 
nity. My Lord, ior my ])art and speaking witJi coiisidm'able experience of 
the past history of the country, tlnn-e Is not mmdi ditlenmee between 
extremists and moderates. I (;an assiiit* your ILxceJIeiicy that the foremost 
leaders ol thi* mod(‘rat(‘ ])arty were souk* 15 or years back the foiaunost 
extremists ol the day, and whati'vm’ \ (‘rsion may Ik* put n])on the 0])inions 
expreSS(Ml by the diirerent j)aiti(‘S, oin* and all of my countrymen are 
devotedly loyal and attacluMl to the British (hown, and thc'y truly believe 
that th(‘ir salvation Ih‘S in tin* British (Jon n(U‘tion. With referc'iK^e to 
Mr. Smyth’s remark, I may bi‘ permitted to us(^ the old saying, ‘ Do unto 
others as you wish to be doin' by,’ Uniortunat.ely, tlu're have lieen many 
occasions when the European community in this (count ry have not been very 
sympathetic with the aspirations of the jieople. My Lord, the days of Lord 
Ripon are still m our memory, and thi'refore thert' might be in some places 
recipr(K‘ity ol ungmierous fe(‘lings. My friimd will admit that it is due to 
a certain exttmt to tin' way in wlindi my countrymen have been treated by 
some section of the Eurojiean community in the past. We cannot forget 
the role played by Mr. Keswick, tin' uncrowned king of opposition, and 
his party and lattt'rly by tin' party representt'd by my esteemed friend 
Mr. Morgan at the pri'sent day on behalf of the Europt^an Defence Associa- 
tion, which is now called the European Association. Nevertheless we have 
been working harmoniously with the European community in all matters 
afleeting the minor details of administration, Lc., in municipal affairs and 
other things. As the remarks of the Mon’ble Mr. Watson-Smyth may create 
an impression in the public mind that a section of my countrymen are opposed 
to the association of the Eun*poans, I think it necessary to make this 
statement.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Nai Uadhn t'harau Pal Bahadur. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 10—16. 

His Excellency the President saul : — 

“I would point out lo tin* Hon l»lo l>al ii Suroinlra Nath Kay tliat tlio 
second part of item No. Hi — llie ri'solut ion standing in his name* — is suh- 
staniially the samt* as irem NO. 10 . Fiiere is, howmer, this ddltn*ence t hai the 
Ilon’ble Bahu SurimdiM Nath Kay wouhl atld to the list oi those to he thanked 
— the British Parliamtmt.. In i hese (•ireiimsianees. while it is not i)i>en to the 
Hon’hle Memhi'rto movi* liis nmtion as a sepai*ale resolution, it is open to liini 
if he desires to move an ameii'lnn'iit to item No Hi with a view' to meludin^j 
the British Parliaimait in tin^ list of ihose lo he tiianked. 


The Hon’ble Ral Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following resolu- 
tion ; — 

‘^This Cuuileil ivcommends to the (ioverner in (ouineil that its warmest 
congratulations l»e eonv(‘ye<l to Ills Maje^ri ( »ovi‘riiinent and to t In 
Hon’hh' Mr. M S. Montagu, till' S.M'i-etary ol Slate for Imiia. and thi' Kig it 
Hon’hle Lord Sinha of Kaipur, tin' rnd.'i-S, «*ret:irv of Slatt' lor India, on the 
Hucci'sslul ])assage ol t lie < * overnnnuit el India Bill 1 hi ouii'li t In t\M> ousi s (), 
Parliament, which nu'asuiv the i'omieil reo.nds as a deliniO' ami suhstaiitial 
Step towards the r'‘‘ih/atioii o| iv^poiisihle government . 


He said : — 

‘•My Lord, I do not think 1 need make a longspee(‘h, hiif I may say in 
a few words tllal I do not think we will increase the voliim.' ol 
gratitude vvl.i.di w. all fV,.] Or 11, s O Ov.iam,.',.-., t Oghl Inn l.l.- 

Mr. Mcmtagii, tlm S.'ci-cl.u-y of Si, air Im- India, and tlm Uipn ll"ii bin pad 
Sinha, if ! makn a lnngtli\ spnrcdi. ('nr gtaiilud.. wrll-knoun .and il lia.. 

benunxprnssod in snYrral pla.-r^andon inur,. than „nn o.-rasn-n, -Ml 1 «=j.v 

is thid that Ilis .Ma,jnstyS (biv.'i-nni.aii, lia v.- ra, anal ihn uin ying grati idn 

of the teeming millions nf this vast count.i-y h\ i hr syinpathv « hi. h th > 

have shown in aec'pl i„g I !,.■ vi.'ws ..t th.a,' ivsponsil.h^ advise, -s 

this measure of sell-gov, aaim.ail . T<, M,. Montagu may say i hist hat, h. 

is the gentleman who has I piloting tliw is.tro 

t,i:s,. dO„aaetions ho llas 

nmnfullyand hdi^kd 

powers of f ; . ' ; ' L tl,.. lav ..r M,.. lami a.id also to obtain 

M alf f wi..> dr ^ lu'ti:^ 

Sr:rrrdi=.r\h::o:r^ - 

more adjectives to exj.ress out lei lings o gia 

IT 1 s;- 1 .. T rnav sav 1 am an Indian and im is an 
As regards Lord Smh.i, i”' i,' ,,|i.,iicil .uii' gratitude and en- 

Indian. I need hanlly say I mt ^ ^j,o\vn that an Indian is 

hanced our pndi' and s.di-es e.un ‘ jj ] ^itli the eminent British 
quite capable ot »lu„.b..e »b« Ic,' »0 , , 

statesmen m your eounto. ..htaiiied the liigli encomiums of the 

Peer of the British realm; be has olitam. <1 b 


' The second part of the ,e8oljjtio,i was a- 
ThU Council reeonimendB to the Governor ... Council th.it h 

lembcri of this Council be convened . .. »t.<. Ttritm 

r». la TT '1,1^ flit* Kfi(’ 


“ This Council recommenuH vw — • 

ibere of this Council be conveyed- Montaen, ar..l to ll.c Briush Parliiment 

(2) To the Right Hon'ble the Seer, .a, y of i:;;'':,P'.!,Via A. t, 

for their kind exertions to pans the bovernuib ^ ^ 
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Bahu Surendra Xafh Ray. 

pr(;ss and tlii^ pe())de of England and in both Houses of Parliament. It 
in a faet of wliieli vv(^ are ])r()iid ; we are prou 1 that Lord Sinlia is our 
countryman I have, tlnTrfore, moved my resoluti(Ui of thanks first to His 
Maj(3sty’s (jt(jV(o*nm(‘nt . st^condly to tin* Pighl Hoidble Mr. Montagu (the niucdi 
abused ])erson of the pn‘-sent day) and thirdly to Lord Sinha, iny own b(doved 
(jountryrnan. My resolution only relates to those', who hav(‘ been pilot ing this 
iiK'a.^un^ through (die Parliament and had dirt'ct connection witli it.” 

The Hon’bie Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“ My liord, 1 mov(' th(‘ anKuidimmt that the words ‘the British Pailia- 
ment ’ he instuMed altio* th(‘ words ‘ Under-Secretary of State for India ’ in 
the Hon’hh' llai Bad ha ('haran ]\d Bahadur’s resolution. 

1 do not want to (mt('r into the eontrov(‘rsial question as to whether the 
reforms art^ definil,(' and substantial. 1 only wished to support the resolution 
with a plain and simple amendment. 

1 need hardly say that through the unn niitting exersions of the Right 
Hon’hh' th(' Si'ciu'tary of StaPp Mr. Montagu, Jmlia has got tlu' pre^tmt 
Ridorms Act. That h('. has laid India under a d(‘(‘p debt of gratiludi' Ipv all 
that h(' has done on ladialf of India will probably Ix' admitted by pt'opli' of all 
shades o( ojimioii. Kvtu- sincx' tln^ <le(;larat.ion of tin' 2()tJi August 11)17 Ik' has 
not be(m sihuit. lor a singh* day. Il(‘ camt' out to India at tin* risk of his life 
at a time when iJn* Miuliterranean Sea was bristling with submariiit's and 
sinking of stciaim'rs was a thing of ('V(‘ry-da,\ oc(‘urrenc(\ lie t*xamiiied t,h(‘ 
situation in India first-hand and madiMhditiite ])roposals in consultation with 
His b hxcellmicy tin* Viiteroy. Those who liki* mysidf had tin* honour of jirivatt* 
iiil,('rvi('W witL him and of dis(*ussing (jiu'stions of iiublic in1(*rt‘sl- with him 
wall be abl(‘ to testily how anxious he svas to gntht*r facts and to g(» to thie r(K.)t 
of (jnestioiis. lie was in full sympathy with the poRlical as])irations of the 
Indians. W iit‘tln*r in India or in England lu* woirked hard ami with a singR' 
mindiHl purposi* to elevate tlu' political status of the Indians. 

Imiia (expected (*verv son of lu'rs to do his duty at this (;rilical tirm* and 
Mr. Montagu found in tlu* Right llon’blelord Sinha and l\Ir. Bhupt'ndra Nath 
l)os(' t wa) of In*!’ worthy S(ms — t wu) c(xid jutors t(.) help him in Ins nobh^ and 
laudabh' (‘ll’orts and to whom also our best thanks are dine 

Amidst \’olnm(' of calumny and ridicuh*. ^Ir. Montagu had the courag(‘ 
to ket‘p his mind c*l(*ar of all such abus(‘s and march on st(‘adily w’ithout sw'erv- 
ingfroin I In* ob ject in viewe viz., political advanc(unent of India, in spite 
of the altmiijits o( many wdio intended to wreck the entire scheme. 
Mr. Montagu’s politi(*al wisdom and sagacity havt* enabled him to bring the 
sclimne through both Houses of Parliament with distinguislnMl succi'Ss. 
.lusli(u* ti) whom justict^ is due should and mimt be tlie guiding ])rincipl(‘ of 
('Very lionest mind. If, t ht'nd’ore, anyone is entitliel to the sincere and lu'art- 
lelt gratntudeofa whole nation and to whom our best thanks should be 
coin (*y('(l, it IS the Right Hon’bh* Mr. Mi^ntagu. I am sure wdien at no distant 
date India is in jiosst'ssion of full n'sponsible government, tlie fame of the 
Right Ilon’blt* Mr. Montagu will shine likt* aurora in the bright sky of India 
and his nani(> will be clu'rished with grateful remembrance througluxu the 
length and bri'adih of the land. 

To both Houses of Parliament our sincere* thanks are due and we pray 
that they may be conveyed. The amount of int(*rest which the generality of 
the Members of Parliament evince in matters Indian is generally not very 
cheering. They have many questions of interest to' engage their attention. 
It is thend’ore a matter of congratulaticm to the ],eople of India that 
Mr. Montagu had ^not only not the least difficulty liut had the support of the 
Mother of Parliaments in his endeavours to pilot the Bill. 
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The President ; Hai Uadha (^haran Pa! Ihhadur : Maulvi^A, K. Fazl^uh llaq. 

My Loid. to j ou personally ;uul to your Lordsliip’s (lovennuent thanks 
of tile entire eonmiunity ar(‘ (liu* for ilK. wholelnuirtt'd support wliirli your 
Louisiup has givt'ii totln* sciienie Ironiiht* vei-y lu'^inninf]^ It wa^yeur liOni- 
ship 8 desire from the \eryt)Ut,set to '^upport the s.tlieine so that th(‘ people 
may have a (air trial in sell-g’oviu nmmit . ^our Loidship wantiHl to s(‘o 
tiiat tin* people of this eoimtry shoiihl hr properly ininateil in tiu* art of 
government, that th(\v shouhi not hr imn'r erities of ufovrrmmuit nieasurt's hut 
should be aetual administrators, and with that view your Lonlslnp helped as 
much as it was possihh' ta> sip'jioi i i he measure. Without siudi suj»port it 
W'ould iia\'e not heim po>sihlr loi the Srert^tary of State to have* earnt‘d 
through t-his Hill in tlu' t.(*rl h ol opjio>itiou ol some of tlit^ othi‘r Provincial 
Governors. 

My Lord, I ho;ie an 1 l.nis! rxo'ry imunhrr of this hoiist' will join with 
me in suj^iporting the resolut uui.” 


ITEM No. 10. 

His Excellency the President said — 

“ ddn* amend mmit now liefoir the (’(•uiieil i^ -d'o ins(*rt aft.ei* the words 
‘ Undm’ Sreretary of Stair lor Im.ia’ in line 1 (»f iti'in No. 10 tin- folhoving 
words, namely, ‘and to tlir Hnlisii Parlianirni ’ 'I’hr lion l>lr Kai Ihnlha 
(Jharan Pal Haliadiir. as llir inrmitri m cliarge ol the original metnui, is 
entith'd to spi*ak on the aiiH'ndmm! il he dr^lr(‘s to do ho.’ 


The Hon’ble Ral Radhe Charan Pal Baha :u * m I — 

* My Lord, I ace(‘['>t tJn^ imeiidmrnl. 

'The amendment was ilioii put <ind airr I to 


LIST OF BUSINESS ITEM No. 11. 


The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq iii'ivi- 1. by w.'iy "f 1 iiiciit., t liiit 

in t.lic resolution of ilie lion bb U.u Ibilliu •'ieu-.ui I’al lialuuiui .ileiii 
No. 10; till' words after the wor i •' I ’arlianieiil " beiriinoiiK willitlie word 
“ wllitdl " up to lilt' end of t he seiii.ene" Im- omltl.ed. 

He said : — 

“My Lord. I hope my friend, i Im lion ble llai Madha (diaraii I’al 
Bahadur, will lie ph'ase.l to hear llial. I a.rr,.e ^.rem-r.dly with what In- has 
said in support of the n'solunou. not, le■(r,•lu^e I e -eede from my oriKoial 

intmilion of pressing the amendmeiii wme.i stands in m.\ name bui hecause 
1 feel that mueh of the speeeh delivered hy him is wholly irrelevant loihe 
point at issue Mv hou’hle frnmd will reeo,Mi,ze that so far as lins recotn- 
inendatious to eouvey the respeelful congratulations of tins (Juuiiell to fits 
Maiestv's Government is (■ouceriied. or to eouvey our thanks to ilie .Secretary 
of* State or to Lord Sinha is eonceriic I. we arc in ]ierfcel agreement, but tin- 
only hatter in which 1 ,ioin issue witi. him is as reganls the advisability of 
putting in his resoluti.i.i a phrase wine I. 1 respectlally su hunt is ol a hignly 
controversial oharaeter. When my Ir.-nd rea< Is Ins speed, in prn.t u. tbe 
pages of the Valmita (r<uHte he will find that he has not said a single word 
in support of the positimi he has taken in hringing forward for discussion in 
this Council a question ahont which he knows there is such a feeling in thus 
country Now^ my Lord. 1 fed very d- epiy, and, I say, with some regret, that 
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my lion’hle Irieiid should have practically forced me to take up a position 
wliich 1 very much deplore — to have compelled me to raise a discordant mote 
when 1 re(‘l that nothing but harmony should have characterised the pro- 
ceedings of this (Joujicil. My Lord. I will not paust* to discuss the desirability 
or tht^ necessity of giving certificates where none are needed, but 1 hope my 
fri(‘nd wdl I'calize thal. tln^re is such a thing as loyalty to a }>arty, and when 
a question ai’is(^s for discussion about which a )>articular party holds definite 
vii^ws it is iinpossil)l(‘ to exp(;et that that question can be allowinl by a 
imnnber of that ])arly to pass uneljallenged. I do not for a moiiKml ask 
anyone j)resent in tins hous(‘ to discuss and d(^eid(> tin' question whether the 
reforms do or do not constitute a substantial step towards responsible 
govcrniiH iit. J will not mak(^ a (jonfession, hut 1 may even admit that the 
opinion of tin’ majority of the party which 1 represent dot^s not commend 
itself to me, but, my Lord, once that decision is taken and so long as I have 
not sevens ^ myself from that party. I think it would he disloyalty to them if 
I did not obji^ct, to the incorporation of tliesi* w^ords about which I know the 
majority of my party finds very strongly. 


My Lord, 1 fully realize that the gracious wnirds of Ilis Majesty the 
King-Einj)(n*or have not only inaugurate] a new era hut have enjoined upon all 
Ilis Maji^sly’s subjects the solemn duty of co-opei-ating with one another 
with a VH*w to ]>roduce that senun* and calm at inosplimiJ in which alone 
the new reforms can he madi* a succi'ss. I fully realize that at a monumt 
like this wlnm wt‘ are on the threshold of a great expcrinumt — an experinnmt 
pr(‘gnant wit h vital conseqmmces to my own country — it would he absolutely 
suicidal, not to say unpatriotic, to say or to do anything which maj" hamper 
the efforts of all concerned to make* th(‘Se ndoi’ins a sinoess. I have 
exjilained my position that if tdn‘sc^ words wen* not added to the resolution 
I would not only have* votc'd for the* rc'Solution hut I would have most 
gladly said whatevm* J could have said in support of tin* resolution, hut 
I cannot, as I have exprc*ss(*d, in loyalty to my parly, allow the resolutioh 
to pass in the form in which it stands. It may he* asK(*.d tliat if 1 really 

feel that tin* voice* of clissc'iision ought to he hushed, why is it that 1 am 

raising this discordant note? If I am asked that cpiestion 1 will try to 

answ(‘r it in a few words. M> friend is aw'ait*, and 1 think the majority of 

the* mem hers of this (\)uncil must he aware, that (nan* since tin* Montagu- 
(findmsford n(*])ort on tin* Indian Constitutional Reforms was ])uhlished 
there was a liittcu* controvc'rsy as to wln'tlnu’ I h(*se leforms do or do not 
constitute a substantial st(*j) towaids responsible* govc'rnnnmt. 1 am not 
going inlo t.lie details of the* maltc'r and J in‘('d not emter into a (juestion of 
a political coni])h'Xion, hut 1 will say this much iliat the ac^ceptance or non- 
accH'jitanci* of tin* word substantial as a| pRVd lo the reforms is really the 
line of cl('avag(> h(‘tw(*en those wlio adhere to tin* Congress and those who 
secede from it. Now, my Lord, that controversy could only have been relevant 
or had any nn*aning till the Act was passed and after that Act has been 
passed it is ahsolutcdy irrelevant lo the main issuer now beforti us to pause 
and (‘onsider whc'ther those who said t hat this was a substantial step were 
corrc'ct or whetln*r the others were correct. Therefore, my Lord, 1 consider 
that it is wholly useh*ss and fully irrelevant to tln^ issue before us and before 
the country to raise once^ again a dissension which we hojie has been set 
at rest by trying to raise an issue which cannot but be of a controversial 
character. 


Lastly, my Lord, whether the reforms are or are not a substantial step 
towards responsible government ougiit to be left to time and experience. 
There aoi th ose who think that these are substantial steps but others, who also 
have a rigl.t to speak with authoiity (1 mean a certain section of the European 
community), say that in the present circumstances of the country a great 
deal too much has been given. There are others also who think much more 
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should have been ^^ivon. I think it slnnild he left for time to show and for 
Indians to justify whether reforms are a substantial slt‘p or something 
more should be ^Iven. Why stop ainl quarrel ovrr worda and hrina* into the 
discussion in this ("ouneil matter of a controversial character ? Let us otler 
our heartfelt thanks to tliose who are i*t‘s[)onsihh‘ for l ln‘st' la lornis and h't 
us unite and co-operalt' t o make tlie reforms a succ(‘ss. L(*t us show that we 
are fit for them and Ity our litness for mon' reforms show that these relorms 
are inadequate. 


I do nol^ wish to take up the time of this C'loumul as 1 hope 1 have 
explained my j)osition to tiu' hon hh- movtu*. Althou^^h 1 movu' tins anieiul- 
inent I do m^t say that ]toss:hly thest^ nd'onn^- are not a substantial st(q) 
towards resjioiisihle govei'iiment, hut what I say is this that 1 (uiiinot allow 
this resolution as it has htaui w’ordeil by my Iriend to he passed m this 
Council witliout a challent^e I regret tiiat my Iritoni should ba\e so 
worded his r(‘Solution as to hriii^ it within tin* sphere <>l controversy. NN ith 
these few \vords 1 beg to move the amendnnmt. 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said : — 

“My lionl. [ iimsi nay tiiai I ;ini v.«ry miirli struck liy llies])cccli ol my 

hon’ble friend. I luvve haul already in my previous ovscrvations lliiil we all 

recognize t, lie fact, i hat. t heia- is adirt'orenee of opinion as to the adeipiaey or tii- 
ademiaev of the pnvdegc-s that, have heen grant, e<] t.o ns. I.nl iny la.rd. at he 
samo time I must e.mfe.ss ihat i hetv is a large voliim- ol piihlie npinum «hi( h 
support, s the view that I have taken. Tlie, fact, why 1 have not. I.oiiclied on 
t hi. second part, of my motion is this, hecanse I know very well 
useless on mv l>art lo make a long sp 'eeh to eoavtttce s.mie ,.| my It lends 

L left that ii isadelunteand suastanl tal s(„,, towards ; 

ion of responsilile gnvernntenl. lint I hav.> s-od. my Lord. that, we tespe 
differenees >f opinion, and on (ho p.vsont, oeeasion in order In seeitre 

• . 1 . f 1.1. (rix,..! I«v niv hon ldf‘ Irnmd which 1 ‘ 

a«a ,,, 

ZT";!,,.:;a.:u;,iod: 

^•nnMmts of rfUn*' 'S' 'll tiltl \ ( s <>t 'lllUl O' 111* ■ .. 1 .r I 

III..' a .Ill'- ..o—''. 

will satisfy my 1 


:m l if ili'H 


ioiurioii ,1, . - 

friend, I am 'piit" prepared to aiMM-fit il . 


His Excellency the President s u 


...w txceiioniij HI® , 

•1 ,• ..,.1 th'‘ 'inumdinent are now' belong the 

'■ Both the original motion an 1 ^ ^ ,,| Utesn 

Council, and it Irt open to an\ ^ _ Hoa’lde .Members wlio desire to 

motions. I pre.sume there \m ' | ^ now adjourn the. mecUiig 

epeak on the original motion, i 
until half past two.” 

(The Council here adjourned for luneli.) 

(The Ooeecil re.™e.»IJ«l I»“l' " 


,««•«. «al uadi.. ei.ara.MB.li.d-r. .1.1- 

' , V, „„ ™, Ihe .uhieet. I I r."""* 

.epKa'ti: .. . -d 1 
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The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri mid 

‘'My Lord, t.he Hon’hle Bal>u Sun'iidra Naili Ray has made one reser\^a- 
j,ion. In his ]e8olution he was not much eonoornod a[)OLit what appears in the 
last sent(‘nee of this resolution. My Lord, if w(^ an' to congratulate certain 
j)e,rs()iis w(' niusl congratulat(* them for something and what is that something? 
My hon’hh* frhmd, Maulvi Kazl-ul-1 lacj, says that Ix'cause he l)elongs to a party 
which thinks that th«' reforms aia* not suthcmmt theiad’ort' he should opposf' the 
njsolution. I cannot follow that n^asening, my Lord, ddiat the Act lias done 
soTiH'thing suhstantial is an admitted fact. \V(‘- sliould all try io successfully 
work it out. That is why vv(‘ shoiil 1 say soint't hing mere than what is stated 
in tln^ r(*-solution. Lhe A(^t ne deiiht is not yi't coniph‘t(\ Lhe rules are not 
yet fraiiKMl and plained Ixd’ore the public. We do not yet know how far 
the ineasun' l^ likely to work out in detail. Hut we have confidence in 
Mr. Montagu and we are proud of Lord Smha, t in* present Under-St^cretary of 
Stat(*., and W(^ know full well that they will do their utmost in making the 
rules satisfactory. 

If t h(' words were not tlu'ri' m tlu* ri'solution 1 would not have trouliled 
to insm't them. Hut when the words ai>|)('ar there I think wo (ainnot omit 
them. In the (aiuntry of coiirsi' thi'i’i' is some difference of opinion as to 
wlu'ther the reforms aia* substantial or not, but wt‘ an' all unanimous in offer- 
ing our congratulations to the franu'rs uf the Act. In that vii'W 1 support 
the n'tmition of tin' words in the ii'Solution.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said 

“ ]\Iy Lord, 1 rise to supjiort t.lu' anu'ndnient. of my hon’bh* friend, the 
Hon’ble Maulvi Fa/l-ul~Haq. In doing so 1 havi' only to say that 
although we do not agrei^ to the opinion that the Reforms Act is a definite', and 
substantial step towards n'sj -oiisibh'. govinainu'iit, 1 for oiu' and tlu' party to 
which I lu'long do not lorgt't that en'dit is diK' to Mr. ^loiitagu lor having 
this Act passt'd through tin' Houses of Parliament and for the great trouble 
and inta'rest. that he has taken in tin' matter. We are gratid'ul to him; we 
otfi'i* him our thanks and also his colh'.augi'S and t hosi^ who wer(^ associated 
with him in this matt(‘r. From t lu* naiiiia' of tin' seveia^ cross-examination 
to which 1 was put l>y Mr. Montagu 1 (tan say this much tliat lu' takes a dei^p 
int-('rest in tln^ jxtople of India and that. In' is vc'ry much coiici'rm'd in their 
W('lfar('. We also know full wt'll that, he had to light against great difficul- 
ties in bringing about a giu'at (diaiigt* lik(' tln^ one that \\o has brought 
about. Hut all the saim^ iIk' (tountry is dividi'd in tln'ir opinion as to 
whether tln^se rt'forms an' substantial or not, and 1 think wi* the m(Uid)ers of 
this (Council who ri'pn'si'iit various int.tua'sts and various political opinions — 
all shadt^s of political opinicui — think that it would have boon advisalile if the 
Iloii’ble Habu Surendra Nath Ray’s rt'solution ccjuld have been moved so 
that we could come to an unanimous decision. The llond)le Habu Surendra 
Nath Kay advist'diy did not bring forward those three wcjrds ‘ substantial 
and d(dinit(' ’ becatisi* he kiK'w that that would raise a discussi(ai and would 
bi' controvtM’sial. At the sanu' tinu the hon’ble mover of this resolution 
advist'dly put in those words because he wanted to get a definite opinion 
from this Council. Situated as I am 1 would oppose this resolution not only 
lu'causi' my party has declared that these reforms are not substantial and 
dt'finite but also because personally I am rather doubtful about whether the 
reforms are substantial and definite. Therefore I support the amendment 
moved by my friend the Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq.” 

The Hon’ble Ral Srinath Ray Bahadur said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, I consider the Government of fndia Act is a definite and 
substantial step towards responsibh'. government. The tests of responsible 
Government are, first Ij^, that the powers of control should be vested in the 
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people and, 8ef ondl^ , that the ministers who aetiiallv administer should l>e 
peojIIV ^ '•'•nirx.s.Mi of i!,;. r.‘pi-os,.,.(aiiv,-s of tho 

*u 'he Provincial Oovcrnincnl, is oonccrniMl. s.uisiios hotli 

the tests in the inatter o| transferreil suhjeets. Out of a 0 .iineil. sav of li'a. 
1 ) per caint. will he elect., >,1 M.-inla rs an,l not more t han .'(I per een,'. will he 
offieial Memliers. So th.' .'ha-Uve majority in tlm IVovineial Oonneil is 
substantial. Afrain tlm mimst,.rs will l,e sueli eleete I .M,mihers as poss.-ss 
theconhdeneeo the house. This provision, thon^rh not. liml our place in the 
Act wolf herepilaled hy eonvimtio,, as is .lonein Kmrlaml ami the Dominions. 
IheMemluo-s her,' shall, in aeeor lance with i his con vent ion. hohl olliee so lone 
as they c.an command a majority in the ('ouncilan I thev shall ipiil ollic- when 
th(‘ 3 ’ will foreleit such (‘onfidence. 

It is, theielore, (‘lear t ha! f In^ »'SS(*ntials ol ri'spDiisi hit* ^ iveiai iiuMit arc* 
^oin^ to 1)(* salisfical as lai* a^' tlu* 1 ranslrrred suhjeels ai*e eonecnan^ 1 : 
and I lu' ti'ansh'ri'ei) suhjt'ct.s (‘ompnst* Kdncaiion. Sanii.at.iori, LiK'.al 
bo]f-(i o\ (M niiienl and I nd usi — siih|(“(‘ts winch (Duieern the vital 

W(dl-l)(*in^ of the people. Kvtni in the ease (»!' r(*s(‘i\»‘d Mihjei-ts tin* 

oontrol of th(‘ L(‘^islative (’ouncil is tan^ihh‘. thoiii^h indir(‘(*t, M\' reinai'ks. 
hovvena-r, do not apjily to ihc (hnitral ( hivtani nient . Tlnn’f* tin* leirislal n r<‘ has 
irot sonic* sort of control, thon^di it is not .»| a delinite cdiararicr. It would 
have* l)(*en inort* satislaet orv and more* in accord witli populat' aspiration if 
Some sc)rt ol rc'sponsihiliiy had int '*o j iiet*d m the (’cntral ^xto'ernnic'nt 

I)iit stdl takin<^^ a genci-al vk'W of tin* proviMons o( tin* Ac*t 1 cannot hiit 
charactdo'i the* lleforms Act as a <lehnitt* and siihstantial s!c*p towards 
responsible }^()V(*riini(*nt. I hav(\ I iiereforc*, no ln*sita1inn in siipporlinjx tin* 
rc*soliition of inv lion idt* friend Rai Uadha ('haran Pal Rahadnr." 


The Hon’ble Dr. Suhrawardy said — 

- “Ahl ^ord., ] rise* to support I he rc*S()Jiit ion moved by my lion’blc* fric'iid 
Rai Radha (’liaran Pal Paliacbn. and 1 oppose tin- amc*.nlnn*iit. niovod l^y tin* 
lloij’ble Mauivi A. K. Kazl-ul-1 lacp Mv icasons for oppo.sin/r | he* am(‘ndmc*nt 
are sliort ly t hesc^. 

‘‘ If I understood my lion’bb* friend Maidvi Ka/d-ul- 1 1 acj ari^^ht be movc*d 
tin* amc'iidmcnt not bc*(;ausc in* hiinscll do<‘s not bf*li>'\o tiiat tin* rciorms 
(;onsti tilted a cb^hnit'* and substantial stop m tin* proi/i < ssi\ o rcali/alion ol 
responsible* ixo\'cinm(*nt but bc'caiis* In* bclono's l" a party and that party 
hasdeclartHl that the n>forms do not const it uto a <b‘limto and substantial sfc*p 
towards tlie progressive ri’alizatnai ol responsibh* 'U tinient and that thcj 

(a )Uiit r v’’ has I h *(* n di 1 od over that <| in *st i on . i h e < d i n * 1 < hi n d s i ( >) his 

complaint seems to be tliat In* h is bc*on eompolled by r In* lion 'bh* movei' of 
the rc'soluiion to make a eoidession ol laith That of course ho is nr»t williria’ 
to make*. If the resoluti -n had stood without thc*se words then he would 
not have had any ()bic‘etioii to su|)port the rosobni'ui. Praetically he* 
admits that Mr. ‘MontaLTH and Lord Smha and the lloii-**- of Parliament 
deserve the jrratefiil thanks of this house. That is praeMeally admitting 
that the reforms are substantial and eonstit.ito a dc‘fimte sic*p towan s the 
progrossiv^e realizalion ol respoiisihlc* ^o\ermin‘nt. ^ s lou f ^vf 

offer our th.-uiks to Mr. .Mmilatru ami Lor.l Muha if n-birinK <iu not 
constitute a detinil,^ ami subslaniial 8l,-p towan s ,vs,KmMbl. government. 
T would like to invite the allcntion of llm lions,, m pcimtal ..mi my 

hon’ble frien.l Mauivi Fazl-u!-! la,, ,n particul.m-but 
vaeant-that in tiiis very bou.se .m ' .‘‘'A J 

was moved to this conatitu- 

resohition was earncl unanimous y . ano it • were a 

tional reforms ,irop,)sod by tlie Viceroy am tu ' ^ 

genuine effort and a £,n“blc member whether 

responsible government m India, ^ow l 
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the Reformn hvX fallw sfiort of tli(‘ foreshadowed in the Montagu- 

(dielnisford Report, with reference to whicdi my hon’hle friend along with 
others agreed tliat they w(‘re a genuine effort and a definite advance 
towards reS})onsil>le government. Furthermore. 1 should like to invit(‘ 
the attention of th(‘ house tf) tlie Royal Prfxdamation itK(df and particularly 
the att(‘ntion of th(‘ hon’hle movau- of the amtmdment and other gentlemen 
who have givim notice of similar amendments. Tlu^ Royal Proclamation says — 

‘ Tln^ Act vvliich has now h(*coni(' law (ui trusts electt'd rey)resi‘ntatives 
of the pe.ople with a definit(^. shan* in (lovt rnment and points the way to full 
r(‘SjK)nsihle (lovernment h(‘,reaft('r.’ 

If not in so many wor<ls, liy implication tlu' Royal Proclamation about 
whicli we hav(‘ just passtsi a resolution m this house, also dt‘clar(‘S tlu^ Act 
to he a delinit(‘ step and (‘ntrusts l,ln' (d(s*t(‘d la^presimt atives of tin* people 
with a dclinit(‘. share in ( jroxonainH'iit and points th(‘ way to full re])resentativt^ 
GoverniiKuit Inu’cafter. In otluo- words, hy im})licatu)n it says that it is a 
suhstantial and (h^finiti* step towards the progri'Ssive realization oi respon- 
sible govi'miiKUit. My hon’hle Iriend has ndmaxu] to his loyalty to a party, 
and he says that what(‘ve.r his own ojiinion may Im' it is out of loyally to liis 
party that In* has movisl this anKUidnK'nt. I should like to nmiind the 
hon’l)l(‘ mover and his sup])orters liiat tinea' is aiiotdu'r and a. highi'r 
loyalty, a loyalty t.o a higlnu* and nohhu' ideal, which is laderrcal to in tln^ 
Royal Ihoclamation itself which stati'S that tru(> patriotism transe(mds jiarty 
and communal fiint.erests, and ui'gc^s tlu> sinking of uiK’ssimthal difltu-eiices lor 
the common good, d'hese, my Lord, arc* my rc^asons lor o])posing the amend- 
ment.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur sai l 

“My Lord. 1 do not belong to the* party to which the llon’hlc' i\Iaulvi 
Faz-lul-lla.(] lielongs and spc'uking for mys(‘lf 1 dc.) hc'lievc' that tin* measure' 
which has hec'ii jiassed hy the* Parliamc'iit and has got tin' Royal assc'iit is a 
definite' and substantial stc*]) towards tin* progrc'ssi vc* ri'alizat ion of rc'sponsihk' 
governnn'nl.. Ai the* same time' 1 cannot e'oncc'id the le'c'ling that, tin' 
Hon’hh' Rai Radha (liaran Pal Pahadur has made a tactical hluinh'r in adding 
these' words t.o t.hc' main words of his re'solut ion. Tin' t'th'cl- is tliat there' 
cannot jieissihly he an unanimity in the* passing eif this re'solution. I very 
much regret that he' lorgot the* rule' as re'gards proeu'e'eling u]H)n the* line' of 
feast resistaiuM* What, is to he gained by the' vote* of a elivieled house' 
on this ])oinl y We' are* neit reepiire'd to eh^'ieh'. t his ])oint, and it is harelly to 
he* e*xpecte*d that the e'loque‘ne*e* of my hon’hle* frie*nd to my left would he* 
powerful enough to conve'rt those* Menihe*rs wlio are eif a elifle*rent o])inion to 
liis own. There'fore* it would have been hettc'r if these words had been 
e^riginally le*ft out. 1 very much sympathize* with the admirable spe'e'ch of 
Maulvi h\izl-ul-llaei anel the* sentiment conve*yed in it. He has told us that it 
is usidess to have* this point dise*usse*d in this house at a time like* this. 
It had its use* when the* Bill was not ))asse*el anel the* country was not re‘epiire*d 
to give* an expression of its opiniein on the nu*asure. Tlie'refore as 1 have* 
said it was want of wisdom t o introduce* tlie*se words in a resejlution ol this 
nature. At t he same time as my hon’hle friend has niaele up his mind not 
to ace*eq)t Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haej’s amendment. I am in duty hound to support 
him with my vote, s})ecially as 1 sin(;erely fe*el that this Act is a definite and 
substantial step towards the progressive realization of responsible govern- 
ment. That is my position.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Hitter said 

“ 1 very much wish that the time of this Council wmre not taken up by 
the addition of this adjectival clause. The clause beitig there we are bound to 
consider it. The* reason which jirompted my hon’hle fric'iid Maulvi Fazl-ul- 
Haq to oppose it is that bo belongs to a party which thinks that the reforms 
are neither substantial nor definite, and belonging to that party he could not 
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support the rt‘Solution as it stouj. riiat rt'ason, niy Loni, equally applies to 
me. 1 belong to a party which is ilisunetly coimnitrcd to tht‘ view that the 
reforms, such as they arc, art‘ substantial and dctiniti'. Ihit, my Lonl, apart 
from party (UHisidcration, 1 vcntuic to ihmk and all ri^hl-thiiikin^' nuui will 
ap^re(‘ witli mi^ that reasons ol a more substantial nature than party considi'r- 
ations will support tln^ rosoltition as it stand.-.. My hon ble friend said that 
ho belonged to a jiarty and when spt'akiiiL:’ on itmn 9 In^ spoke in ttumis 
with which I entiiady agr«n — but that party has said that it is mua'ssary for 
all Indians or for tin' mattei* ol' that evtu-y one int«‘rested in India to maki' I lie 
reforms a siicci'ss. 


If we want to make tin* reforms a suc(‘ess, are we likely \o makt* it 
su(‘cessrul if w’e apjiroaeh I In* (jin'st ion in a haltino’ spirit ? ho y(»u Vi'iiture 
to think that you will make it a success if you lionest ly and t ruly b(‘ii(*ve 
that th(*y ari* not substanlaal and deiinite '' II \\r think that they are not. so, 
it would be our <lnty to say so. lint on an examination it will be fouml as 
the Hon’bh' Rai Sri Nath Ray liahadiir ha> eoifenily proved that tin* rt'lorms 
are substantial tind delinit.i*. Now il tin* st.t'ps are substantial and d(‘linil.(‘ 
and il vve waaiil' to maio* the i-eioimsa siioeos-., should we t iw to whittle dow'n 
tin* bt*n(>heial efleet ol the reforms by stiekiim’ out lor a ])arty and only for a 
party If Ixdiind the limitation of hi^ pari\ sounder rea^olls (>xist(‘d. 

I would eertaiiily ha\'(‘ appi eeiat e.| thealtiiiile o| the lion ble Maiihi ka/l-ul- 
lhu\. The IlonTh* Maulvi Abul Ka-ein has said r'lat the llon'bh* Habu 
Surendra Nath Rav s aim*!! Inieiii <i' "i Is 1 1n* (pie^t ion. liul a lit t le eonsidm .a- 
tion will show that after a res,)lut;on like item No. I<) a resolution like liabu 
Surmidra Nath Ray’s would not serve the ])urpose If that was tin* only reso- 
hition which held ‘tin* li(dd then pel haps t hm ,, nest ion would not havi* arisen. 
But the question has arisen and now il we aecept Balm Surendra Nath Kay s 
re, solution it would mean that we do not aeeept ihis very important elause ;n 
item No Id. My Lord, in passiiiu; tin* re-oint nui in it em No 9 mianimoiisjy w.* 
h^ve ali accepted tin* wools ol wisdom appearing* in the K i hit’s BnMdematnMi. 
ddu* Hoibble Dr. Suhrawardv has already drawn the attention ol the hoiisi* to 
thost* sentences where Ilis Majesty ,n words ol wisdom calls upon all sections 
the comniunitvto make the interests of the country more supreme than In* 
consi.l.-rat.ons i^nrly i oIi. k-., I n„w a|,,,ral-,,M l.aps m> a,,,, .a woul.l ial 
„n .leai'rars-l.ut I uo„l.l si, 11 a,.,., a,! II, h, M,' Minilv, |•a/,l-.,l- la,, a,,.. 

the Ilo.mo Maulvi AUll Kusrin ,u .ur I , , , lu.sv wn,-. s .,( wis.lon, 

whicli tiu'v tJiciMsdvrs havr l,.yall,v a,-.v|,ic,l ,n lla- ,vs,,lul i,.n. 


The ametidmeiit beiiic^ pul 

Ayfis — ii. 

Th(* llon’liic Mimlvi Alnil Kas. m 

\. K Ka/l iil-llaij 

” ” Uftini AlUiil CiiaiKiia Ualta 


a ,ljvif.ioii W.is l-.ilvii with iIh, I'nllnwjiifr r.'Hiilt : — 
\ — ‘2*1 

'I'i,, lioti'M. Sir li.r|tM..jrH Nutti .M <M.ki rjoi, K ' J.K 
N iltatan Sai kar , K t 

’’ Mr \V II 11 Anlcit-W o4»(l, oi.K 
liH)a Hr i-hitt Mli Luliii ' i.K 
Mr .M r.alli'ait. 

IT isuhli Mittwr, I IK 

Haiiii Si\ Nnriivai \1 uk iiurji. 

KiHtjur SliilrSl). kllareH\^al Jlay. 

” ' KiHhni Uiiy ( liaiidliuri. 

Mr 1 liundra Sin^Uia. 

Sir Helta Pranad Sarlradlnknn. Kt.. oi.l. 
” ” lUi D<da*iid. r Cl.u.id. aliiMlur. 

" lia Ilia ('liaran Pal Pahadur. 

Mr K. M- WatHoii Sm\t)j. 

” ^ \V 0 Hra'/>^lTf>ek. 

’■ y ,, \V H Phelps 

” q li A Irvori. 'M.E 

IT. AlKliilla ril-Maii»iin Suhrawardv. 

" ' Khan .Sahih Anian Ah 

’ Bahii Phaiifiidra ('liandra Hay 

’’ ’ Rat Sn Nath Ka\ Paha/hir. 

Mfihendra C’lrandra Mitra Rahadui. 
Buhii Siin-ndta .Nath Uay. 

’■ Kiahuri Mohan Chaudiiun. 
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The following? mernbers abstained from voting : — 

Tiie Hoii’hle Sir Henry Wheeler, k.c.i.k., c.s.t. 

,, ,, Mr. d. G. Cuinming, c.s.i., c.i.E. 

,, ,, W. H. L. Stephenson, c.s.i., c.i.E. 

,, ,, Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore, K. c.i.E., c.v.o. 

„ ,, Major-General \V. II. B. Robinson, e.n., i.m.s. 

,, ,, Mr. F. J. M(niafian. 

,. ,, ., L. S. S. ()’M«'illey, C.I.E. 

„ G. N Roy. 

,, ,, ,. A. Marr. 

,, ,, M. (h McAlpin. 

,, ., ,, F. A. A. Cowley, c.i.e. 

„ „ C. F. PayiH‘. 

,. ,, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aniin-ul-lslam. 

,, ,, Mr. S. W. Goode. 

„ „ „ W. W. Hornell, c.i.e. 

The following menilxu’S wf^re absent : — 

Th(‘ Ilon’bl(‘ vSir Bijay (-hand Mahtab, k.c.s.t., k.c.i.k., i.o.m., Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Bin d wan. 

,, Nawal) Bahadur of Miirshidahad. 

„ ,, Mr. Amin-ur-Bahnian. 

„ „ „ G. A. Bay ley. 

„ „ M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhury. 

,, ,, Altaf Ali. 

,, ,, Babu Malnuidra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

,. „ Mr. K. B. I)iitt. 

,, ,. Bahii Anibika Charan Mazuindar. 

The Ayes being 3 and the Noes 24 tin' motion was lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-^ITEMS Nos. 12 and 13. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said 

Having lost iny first amendinmit the ne.xt anKUidinent standing in my 
name is tlial tht‘ words ' delinit(‘ and suhslantial ’ in tin* rc'solution moved 
by th(‘ Hon’bb* Rni Uadha (-haran Pal Bahadur be omitted. My Lord, 1 can 
well undiu’stand what, the rat(‘ of this amendnuml- will b(‘ and so I will not 
pr(‘ss it, (‘S])('eially in viinv of the fact that 1 sliall move the next amendment. 
Witli your Fxeidleiicy’s pinanission 1 la^g to withdraw this amendimmt.” 


His Excellency the President said — 

This amendment stands also in the name of anotlier Hon’ble Member. 
Does he wish to move it ? ” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

“ My Lord. 1 wish to move this amendment. Nothing has happened since 
1 gave notice of this amendment to change my opinion and attitude. It 
may be right or wrong, but there is no reason why I should not press it 
before tlu* house. 1 beg therefore to move that the words ‘ definite and 
substantial be omiUtnl from the resolution (item No. 10). Now, my Lord, it 
goes without saying that by the very fact that I have obtained your Lordship’s 
permission to move this amendment it necessarily follows that I have hearty 
sympathy with the main resolution. Subject to this amendment, the rest of 
the resolution has my hearty sympathy and support. Now I am the last 
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person to support anything lKiin,.an.aiy l..vaws.> i h.li.v,. .l.at ocm^ratula- 
lonn are real y due ,o Mr. Montagu and tor il,a, reason 1 support this re.olu- 

1 n. ^ j ’ sat islaei Kill 1 made it a point riuring the last 

Congress days to eonsuli and ..U|nire ul all t he gent lemen who lorined the 
rncm lers o t n < ithnent hodies who hai] hi'on to Knghaiid in eoniieetion with 
the reforms question as to their opinion ahoul the part jilaved hv Mr. Montagu 
in eonneetion with the pass.ige o| this Hill through the i w.’i Houses of I’arlia- 

merit, i am fiflail to lx* alilc i o shv t lial tli(Mimvt‘rsal t os! iinoiiv of all ilirst* 

gentlemen was that iMr. ilontagu smeeivly did his level hesl 'to have the 
reforiTiH passed by the Pai-hanxMir. I should say that : lit^rt* are tliose aiuonu* 
these g“entleineii who arc' df'CidtHily o| ojumon — riiflitly or wreii^ly that is 
another matter that t lit' rt'ioi’ins are iiiadtxjuate. Hut so far as Mr. Montagu 
is conceriKMj he did Ins utmost. 1 hat hem^ the ptisition, 1 support I lit' mam 
resolution, and I tlo so most wliohdieartedlv. 


Then, my Lord, about this amendmeiii. It has h(*en said hy two 
Hon ble Mmiilxu'S that we hn\t‘ alri'ady earned la'Solution No. !• and thtua*- 
fore w(^ havf' (!OmmiUed ollr^.■lve> to a e(‘rtam poMtIon. It has hemi said 
that having alrtM’idy aeee, t<‘ 1 unanimously iM'Solution No. h. it is not for us 
l() say tdial t lie ladorins are not a dehniti* ami '^nhstantial step towards 
the proLTressive r(*alization t>l ri'sponsdile ^;ovt‘»’iimenl. My answcn* to this 
eonteiitii)!! is tihis ; We wantt‘<| )t) annas, hnt wo ha\e ^ot . say. \'2 oi' S 
or 6 annas, whatevf'r it may h(< : .se ha\e ^ot a )K)rtion. not tlin whole ol 
it, and because we do not ^et the wlmle of it, d(H‘s it lollow that w(‘ 
should not Lx' t^j-ateful foi- it, reineinlMM inir «'it the saiix' turn* that what 

we liav(‘ g'ot is a deeided advance over thi' existing constitut ion ? Tlie 
reforms may not lx‘ all that \\(‘ wantcil, luit nom* the less it is a reform. 

It will inrrodnee a very p^reat impro\ omen! in t he «'xist in^ e< )nst it iition of our 
VVmiicil and (lOveriiiiKnit. Now astolhi^, as far as 1 am awaiM*. th(‘re is 
absoliiti'ly no ddlereiuje o( opinion. The whoh* (xuintry is ol this opinion, 
namely, that what wt^ have irot. il not sal islacl < »ry, is eertainiy admtinet 
advaiUM' over tln‘ exist ino' stal e o| thimjfs. It has been said hy some llon’lT' 
M(‘ml)t*rs on tins sidi* lliat thi*ro m a lartfo \ohinx' of opinion in t he country 
that this isad-‘hnile and siihsiantial step towards the procrix^s.'^i ve realiza- 
tion of rf'sponsihh' e'overii ineiit . Hut \\heth< i' the \olinne o| this ojunion 

IS lar^e. oi not — is verv eont im )Versial and m*'* I not !>*• raised. l>iit on the 

otlun- hand, can it ht' seriously d:>pnted that thoi- is a \ ery lartp- voln me 

of opinion that the reforms aia* not ad«M|U:it.e and that they are imt a siihstan* 
tial (^tep towards rlu' pro:,n-es>i v«‘ I' alizat i(m ol re^ponsihh' j^oMTiirnent ? I 
am not talkiiiir H’r monieiu wiieiher t!je\ are ri^dit or wron^r. 'ITis 

opinion, my Lord, is shared hy the \ ast ina|<>rity ol the jK*(>ple in this count i\. 
Apart froni the qiH'stion as to which opinion is ri^Tt oi wroni,^ I ini^dit 
further and submit this [iroposiimn witlioiit any fear of eont radietion in this 
house, namely, that tlieia* ai'e some men in ^a^ouJ oi tlm \ie\\ that it is not 
a substantial sbq) and otli-rs who aie m lavixir ol tlie ^iew that It is a 
substantial step. Tlnit bring llm position. 1 woul.i not, (Iimcush tl.o nialt.r 

on its merits brciuisc this qiirsiion Inis iilrrii.ly brm disciiKs.-.i both in ami 

outside the Council, on platforms atnl in tin; pn-ss. evrr since tlic <la.V on 

which the Joint [hqiort, of Moiitagii-t lirlmMoiM was piilJisln-l. I lici.-loic 
the question arises vvlictlirr the opinion that, it is a ilchnite 

step can be expressed from this lioiisr. , . ii i . „i, 

ourposition in this (Council, liisigiiilicaiit as am. i •* ' J'J' j 

as a representative of the people for! know t he opinion ol a humhle man Ik. 

myself^does nor, count for anyiliing. Tin- -luest.on tli.-iv ore, arises y- yr 
1 can honestiv sav i-i tijis house as a reiir.-seiitativc ol tli.' p.s.(.le that it is a 
1 can 11 l} towards the pro^nvswive realizatum ol n'Hfion- 

dehmw .^‘7,, | ..Ol,,. p,.,.pl.. 


and substantial 
ddiis leads, my Lord, to the quest ion <»f 
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of)inioii of iny (•onHtitU(‘ncy, not to iiiy own opinion. In that view of the 
matter \ suhmit 1 would he uiitrin^ lo my eoristitucuicy if I support the resolu- 
tion as it stands. I a])peal to your Lordship and to those gentlemen who 
ditfer from my views to take our })osition into their consideration before 
forming any opinion about us. 

It lias b(‘en said by one gentlcunan that vv(‘ hav(^ given our thanks for 
the Proclamation and the Pnxdamation also says that the Bill, which has 
now becom(‘ law, will b'ad to a substantial st(‘j> towards responsible govern- 
ment. I b(‘g to submit that tht‘ word ‘substantial’ does not occur in the 
Pro(dainat,ion. but. (|uit(‘ apart from that, so far as the Proclamation goes, 
I for on(‘ would bt^ most unwilling to quarrel with its tiTins. It is to > sacred 
to b(‘ takim int.o task on that account. 

d’lum there is one other argument which has bneri advan(*ed by the 
Hon’bh‘ Mr. 1’. (h Mitter, that to mak(‘ tlM‘ reforms a success you must 
proc(‘(Hl in a spirit of appiinnation, and h(‘ lias also refmT(*d to the terms of 
tin‘ Proclamal ifin. I acccqit that sentiment most wholeheartedly. The pt^ople 
art* quite willing lo co-optu'ate out of n^sjx'ct for the wislu's of the King- 
Kmpi'ror and also out of d(‘sire to do good t-o tlu* (country, in spilt* of the 
opinion that tin* rt'forrns granttMl to them an* not quite ath*(|Uait‘, ami that is 
their ri'al atlitudt*. 

I think that all (a)ntrovt*rsial matters, if jiossibh*, should lx* avoidetl and 
should not be introduct*d in iht* Council on a tiuestion likt*this.’ 

The motion was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 14. 

The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq then movt^l tin* following 
amendmt'ut : — 

If motions Nos. 11 and 12 be not carri(‘d, that the words ‘and subs- 
tantial ’ in the said resolution (it(‘m No. lO) be omitted.” 

lie said : — 

My liOial, in moving the first. aim'ndm(‘nt which stood in my name I 
sugg(*sl(*d to my friend Hai Kadha (diaran Pal Bahadur to take* the n*solution 
out of tin* sphere of eontroV(‘rsy l)y omitting the words l>(*ginning witli the 
word ‘ wliH-li ’ up to tli(‘ (‘iid of the S(*nt(‘nc('. That am(*ndment has been tlis- 
cuss(xl and has not bt*en ac(H‘pt(*d. My s(*eond am(‘ndm(*nt has also been lost, 
and I now sugg(‘st to ni} friend who moved that resolution and to all the 
inemlx*rs in this liouse that tin* words ‘and siibst.antial ’ only be omitted so 
that there may be* an unanimous resolution of this Council that tin* reforms 
do constitute a definite step towards responsible government. 

My Lord. I am sorry I was late in attending the Council after the adjourn- 
ment, but 1 understand a good deal has been said with reference to what fell 
from me in support of the ann*ndment which I moved this morning. T 
had not the privih*g(‘ of listening to what has been said, but I gatlier that one 
of my friends has h‘velled against me a charge (not definite* but indefinite) of 
inconsistx'ncy. It has been said, I am told, tliat having accepted the Royal 
Prcx'lamation 1 could nut in all fairness object to the phrase at the end of the 
resolution as piojioscd by Rai Radha Oharan Pal Bahadur, and that my opposi- 
tion to the words, ' and substantial ’ bt‘ing added to the resolution is really 
inconsist(*nt with the support whi(di I have given to the resolution which 
immcdiat i ly pri'ccded the om* now under discussion. A re} ly has been given 
by my ln(*ml tic* Hon’blc Babu Akhil Chandra Datta* and I need not go over 
the same ground again. I shall only ad(i that so far as the Royal Proclamation 
isconceriK'd it is, as my friend has already pointed out, too sacred a document 
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to be h^hlly. ,s<cuss.Ml.aul..v.„ if II,. M.ij.sty tlu' K,nsr-lvno.M-,.,- vv,M-e to 
have expressed soin.rlui.n. , 1„. ,l..ra,n >ui w,„rh we had p,vvi.,„.Iv take., 
objeet.on to, It would uot 1, . op to us , say that .ve do „o, aeeept the 
woT-ds ot tho Loyal I'loclau.arlou. We mu.. I.ow to ,1„. Ib.val ... ‘ssawe and 
we must how to the Royal Pro, .lam mo,,, hut wha! 1 do sav tios ■ that it ,s 
open to eaeli au 1 ev,>ryoue nl us i,, explain the posit lou whieh we take not 
niorely in this (>ouneil luit (tntsiih* it wit.h retrard to (piestious of a pit hi i.’ 
cliaracior. 


Now, niy Loiil. it has ht'Mi sujr^-i.stdsl that wo tire tlisro^anlniLT thf 
Royal mandat t* lor ro-op M'at loii and lor srtfmir at rt‘st all ciMit roviM'sy 
and diyH(msi()ii hy ojiposiii^ tlh* iiis.*rtion of i.h*' words, apparmilly (if 
an innoofML^ (diaiMctio'. I c.mlfSs 1 do not appiMH ial.o tin' liMaa* of 
ai^iiniont. t>inL*o I cfot notice o| tins resolution 1 notici* ol l,liis 

amondnimit, and my lioii’hl.^ fri-nd Kal lia.Iha (diaran Pal Rahadur and 

otdiers who a(Tre(‘ with him in the view tdiat he has expressed could at -ciua^ 

find out that tlic^Sf* (“xpn'ssious at tdn* end ol the rt'solution did not iikmU wilh 
tiniv(^rsal approval ni this house. I| i hat is so. why insist on haviini’ it when 
th(‘r(^ ar(‘ ])ersons who do not a^r(‘.e with it ? Ar«' we, who art' opposing this 
[)hras(^ ncilly startlnj.^ a cont r(»\ ersy or an* lht‘\, who s-O. th»^ hall rolliiiLr. 
start iiif]^ it It IS not I who i^ave no* le • ol this ani 'ndna'iit hut it. is he who 
gav(5 not ice of this n'solution. It may ho that In* for^o»i fora moment that 
t li(*r(^ was a diireixmct* of opinion, hut om‘e Ik* (;o,iid find that a dilV -renei* of 
Oj)inion still existed why did Ik* lai »* up that, old ipiest.ion a^’ain an(| why di 1 
he reviv(^ a eonlrov-*rsy which we hop(‘d had lM*(*n huslmd ? 'rii(‘n. my 

Lord, as ri'i^ards this ditfei'encc of opinion ahoiit tin* n*forms thomst*! V(‘s I was 
at om> time of opinion that. tlK‘st' rtd’orms mi^hl Im* snhsiaulial without hom^ 
adi'fjuate h’ll ! (io not. know if I l.ook a eorn'ct vii^w ; 1 o;t'‘ii f(*lt that tin* 

rtd' irms miLthl he hotli suhsiautial and ad('(iiiatd*. \ tlioiitrht that 
sti hstantial is nK*n‘ly a (|ii(‘stion of d)'<jr»’<*e and when a ^rrant is moit* than 

tf moiety, I woiil I, or liiianly sjie iki n^, eonsuler it siihstant lal. hut wIk IIko'iI is 
aile(]iiat(* or not has r(*h'rt*n(*(* to siirrou n lim; eir(‘Umstane(‘S. Mv frumd tin* 
lion hie Hahn A.khil (dian Ira Datta has s])ok(‘n of di'nnudmfjj 1() annas ami a 
few annas hi'iniJi; ^iv(*n. It may he that in i he ptM*uliar eireii mstaneos ol i he 
connl ry o annas is considered (piiti* snhstantial hut no om* would say I liai 

it was adi'iptate ; similaidv Ih annas nri\ he r*‘(.^ar led iii cm-tam ei rei: mst a ne(*s 

as adequatix ddicrtdOre it h aher all (jiiarrellincf ovei’ wonls. We have 

qiiarr(*lled over words so 1 and I do not think an\ uselnl j)urposr would hr 

servtal by onr (piarn'llin^ over tli(*an ai^ain at ])r('hrnl, hut il you raise a 
coiitrovorsy I fear T must ojipost* it. 


My Lord, ‘deiinile’ is 


a word whieli would not hi* acerpted hy the 
party to which I hehiiii^, nainrly. the Indian National ( on.ri’ei' 
tliat attitude, is rii^lit or wronc; 1 (taniiot say hut for tin* 
of making this la^solntioii mianimoiis I ior 


‘SS. Wdiet her 

,, . ;ak(‘ of harmony and 

tioii mianimoiis I lor om* am preparrd to ac(M'pt that tin* 
reforms do constitut e a definitt^ sit*p towards the progr(*s>i v- realr^rition ol 
rospoiisihle goveriimmil', altlioiigli 1 stick to my aiiieiKimeiit t Imt 1 Ik* uomIi^ 
‘and substautiar ho omited and that tin* word Melinit(* ho allowed to 
stand. Then* will tlnm Ix^ tin* eortifieatt* that is w:int(*d an 1 there will then 
he the further certificaO tlial tlies,. n-foriiis are a .l..|uiit... .fp t.mMidw 
responsible govern moiit. If tlie (a.rtifiiMtc is really gi\i-n aoii i .is t i.it i. 
be given in that particular form, luit I will not he a parly lo a eer. ifical.. wii.cl, 
adds the words ‘dehnile and suh.slaniial ’ in recognition of the mloiins. 

My Lord, I hope I have made my position n''tit-- There is one remark 

which I am told has I'oon mnle in this house._ I uat in speakm? of he 

loyalty to a party I have*r,-ally forgottm. that, there is 

I do not know what that remark ni’ ins. t. mi\ >e , . ^ 

loyalty to one’s own ounviction must be superior to loyalty to a party. . y 
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Lord, in tdio profoSHion to which I belong I sometimes feol in arguing a case 
before a court that th(^ vicw^ takcoi by the presiding Judg(‘ is wrong (that is my 
own [lersoiial conviction), but so long as the judgment is not delivered I stick 
to I, hat view and f)resH it for his acceptance^ l)ut onc(‘ th(‘ judgment is delivered 
1 forg(a my own vi(*w and a(a!(‘pt th(‘ view of tlie court. I am not pr('}>ared to 
press my pm-sonal view, but since the majority oL‘ my party think, for n^asons 
whicli niM'd not b(‘ discussed h(‘r(‘, that tlu* words ‘and substantial' should 
not be added to any (b'claration as to the (diaracter of these nd'orms, 1 think 
it my duly to stick to that d(‘cision and to support it. That is what 1 nn^an 
by loyalty to my party and that is why I ojiposi^ the insinlion of th(^ words 
‘and substantial propositi to b(‘ addinl by tln^ Hon’ble Rai Radha Cha]*an 
Pal Rahadur. 

As n^gards t h(‘- word ‘d(‘finite’ I have no sucdi olijection. 1 think tliere 
will b(‘ no harm if that word is allowed to remain. With tlu'se few' words I 
beg to niov(‘ my anumdinent.’’ 


The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray sai l — 

“My Lord, it is with no inbmiion of bidlttling th(‘ Reform Act that 

I hav(‘ given notici' of an idcmtical aTmmdmt'iit whicdi now bi'comc's unneces- 

sary for me to movie My oitji'etion is bmitial to ‘he description of the 
measure as ‘substantial.’ 1 vmiture to think, firstly that it is contro- 
versial. secondly, tha.t it is un m‘(‘essary, and thirdly, that it is pi'tmia- 
ture. I fully ap})r(‘ciat(‘ iln* sympatiietie (dforts of 1 h(‘ Seen'! ary of 
State to place us on tin* sun^ road to nes])()nsible fJovernmeiit and 
should hav(‘ beim liapjiy if th(‘ pn'smit r(‘solation could be ])asS(‘d without 
a dissimtiimt voice', imb'ed tlu' valiK' of such a thanksgiving message as 
\v(' ju'opose' to s(‘nd to-day de^pemds upon tlu' unanimity of opinion 
behind it. It is not expi'dii'iit, then'fon', to t('m])t eontrovm'sy in sucL 
an oecaision. 1 think that the (diaraep'risation of therid'orm as substan- 
tial Is unn(*c(‘ssary and can st'rvt' noilmig but an aeadi'inic purpost'. The 
bill (‘inbodying the rtdorm Inis bei'ii ])ass(‘d into law and it. wall not scu've 

any useful piirposi' now t.o raise' dis])utations ovm’ this mattt'r. At tln^ 

inst.aiua' of that sturdy mo(h‘rat(‘ ](‘ader. t ln^ Ilon’ble M r. (diint amani, tlu^ 
Unite'd Province's Le-gislative' Pouned has unanimously ack)i)teel a resolution 
in wliiedi im such te'stimonial has be'e'ii sought to be' atlixe'd to t he' t lovt'i'nmemt 
of India Act. but, what is of gre'ate'r praetie-al imtiortance, an assurance' has 
be'e'ii give'll of eaeoperat ieiii of all the' e'omniunitie'S in the' working e)f the 
re'lorms. Rut, my Lorel, in any vie>w of the' matte'r it is ye't teie) early to make 
a preineiune'e'iiie'nt that the Instalme'Ul. of re'lorms that we are' getting are' ejf a 
substantial character. Tu my minel the' Act jerewieh'S a skeleton constitution 
with a ge) 0 (l eU'al te) be' filleel in by way ol iiiijiortant de'tails by rules, about 
whieli W(' know nothing as ye't. Se) nui(*h again is h'ft to eamvention which 
will take' some* time* t o grow , anel to the' instrume'iit. of instruejtienis and no 
hasty eipinion sheailel be olle'ie'el be'iore* a fair trial has been given to the 
ne*w' nu'aMire'. A gooei eleal of its success will be determinexl, among othe'i* 
things, l>y I he amount eif gooel-wull and sympathy that it can succeed in 
secuiring frean the Kureip-ean e'omrnunity, oilicial anel non-official, which has 
se) leiiig lex^keel at it wdlh anything but frie*ndly e?yes. Moreover, wdth 
all our e'tlbrts to make rhe re'forms a succe'Ss, it may be discovered 
that the new-fangleel syste'in of ‘ elyarchy ’ is unworkable in practice, and 
t he' Pe)uncil of State is clogging the' wheel of ) rogross. Taking a nearer, 
theiugli })e'rhaps a paroe*hial vie*w, 1 think that the financial position of 
Rengal under the reforms is anything but encouraging. And unless Lord 
Meston’s Committee (*an disjxd our fears by a fayoiirable adjustment of 
Be'ngal’s financial relatie^ns wdth the Central Government, we may look 
upe)n the present instalment of reform as far too dear. On all these con- 
siderations, 1 desire to support this amendmout.'’ 
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Bafju Bkahendra Chandra Ray, 

The amendment bein^ put a division was taken with the following 
result ® 


A .v«« — 4 . 


Nof * — iS. 


The Utm’ble Maulvi Ahiil Kaseni. 

,, „ Miinlvj A. K. Fiizl-iil Haij 

Bahn Bhttl»eiKlni riiaiulra Hay 
,, ,, Bahii Akhil Cliamlra l)utta 


Tho n 


iJi'hlr 


Sir UnK'tiiira Nath MtK)k«'rjee, K.r.l.e. 

Sii N ilriitiiii Sat ka« , K'l 

Ml \V II. 11 Artlni \V,..m1. c.i.E. 


Uaju i I riahikt'sii L.ihu, ^ .1 K. 

Mr M (’iUiuiiri 

Mr. I'rnvjiHh C'liuii<irr Mitlt'i, t .i.K 
Baliu Siv Nai.isaii Miikhar]i. 

Kiiinar Shih Sli«khan-f<a'!if liii\ . 

Bfthii Bro|oiuiia Kishoi Ua\ I'hauahuri. 
Mr Atmii i^'liamiia Siu^ha 
Sir Delia Iha^ail Sarhudliikan Kt., i’ i K 
ilui Ik'hriider Clmiulcr tilnine Bahadur. 
Bai Kadha C'huraii i*al Btihadiir. 

Mr U M WatHon-SinN til. 

Mr W. O. (iia/a'hiook. 

Mr W II Pludpr. 

Mr 11 U, A Irwiii, c.i k. 

1> Ahdulla-al-Mainuii Siihrawardy. 

Khun Sahit) Ainan Ah 
Uai Sii Nath ICay Bahadur. 

Kai Maheiidru Dhaiidra Mitra Bahadur 
Bahu Surtuitlia .Nalh lUv . 

Bahn Kinhori Mohan L'haudhuri. 


The following meinlxos ahstaiih‘d from voting: 

The Hoii’hlo Sir Henry Wheeho*. K.e.i.H., c.s.i. 

,, ,, Mr. J. G. Cnmming. c.s.i., c.i.K. 

M r. Sti'plnmson, C.S.I., c.i.K. 

Sir Charles Steveiison-Moore, K cm.e., c.v.o. 
IVI ajor-Ci tmeral \\ . II. 1>. liobinsoii, c.B., i.M.s. 
Mr. F. »). Monahan, 

,, Mr, L. S. S. O’Malley, c.i.K. 

Mr, G. N. Roy. 

,, Mr. A Marr. 

Mr. M. C. MeAI])in. 

Mr. F. A, Cowley, (m.k. 

’I Mr. W . \Vh Hormdl, c.i.E. 

Mr. C. F, Payne. 

’’ Khan Haliadiir Maulvi Amin-uMslain. 

Mr. S. W. Goode. 


The following iiieriibers vvert^ al)sent . 


The Ilon’hle Sir Bijay Ohan.l MaMal. kx.h ... k.c.i.k.. i o.m 

Maharaja-lhiraja Rahadur ol hurdwaii. 

Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 

Mr. 0. A. Bayley. . 

Mr. M. AHlirai' All Khan riiaudhun. 

Mr. Altaf AH. 

liabu Mahendra Nath Ray, c i.e. 

Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

Babu Ambika Charan Mazumdar. 

Mr. Aminur Rahaman. 
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, . i j .Vio Knea 23 the motion waa lost. 
The Ayes being 4 and the i^oes 
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Mr, Arden- Wood ; Bn/ni Kishori Mohan Chaudhury. 

The original motion of the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charari Pal Bahadur was 
then put in t lie following form and agreed to : — 

ThiB (Council reeommendK to the (^ovc'rnor in Ceiincil that its warmest 
congratulations 1)0 convey(‘d to His Maj(‘Sty s Government and to the Right 
Hon’hle Mr. K. S. Montagu, the Secretary of Stat(‘ for India, and the Right 
Hon’hle Lord Sinha of Raipur, tlie Pndc'r'-Seeretary of State for India, and the 
British Parliament on the su(H*essful passage of the (R)vernnient of India 
Bill through the two Houb(‘s of Parliament, vvhieli im^asure the (Council 
regards as a definit(‘ and substantial step towards the progrewsive n'.alization 
of responsibh* Gov(‘rnment. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 17, 

The Hon’biB Mr. Ardsn-Wood moved the following resolution : — 

This CyVmncil recommends to tin* Governor in Council that the hearty 
thanks of this (H)un(dl be (mnveyed to Ills Kxci'lleney the Viceroy for his 
generous and practi(;al sympathy with Indian ])olitical aspirations, as shown 
more Hjiechally by th(‘. opim-niindednt^ss and im])arti!dity with which His 
Excellency furtliered the iiKjuiries prexaGent to the framing of the Govern- 
ment of India Act, IhH). 

He said : — 

“My Lord, 1 lie resolution that stands in my name, and which 1 havi' 
now the honour to move, is intend(Ml to be simply complenK'ntary, in tin* strict 
sense of the word, to resolution 10. And 1 am sun^ that it would detract 
materially from t he ])h^asure felt by th(‘ dist inguisin'd ]M*rsonages who are 
iiumtioned in the resolution proposed by the Hoii'ble Rai Bahadur, if His 
Excellency the Viceroy were not, on tln^ saine occasion, if jjot in the same 
resolution, associatial with ldios(‘ thanks and (‘ongratulations. 

Apart from all otluT consid(‘rations, thma' (;an ho no doubt that without 
the good-will of His Ex(‘ellency the Viet'roy it would have biam impossible to 
iii8titut(‘ and carry out the inquiri(‘.s ma^essary to enable tln^ (iovin-nment of 
India Bill to be framed, })reB('nt('d to Pailianumt, ami jiassiMl into law, in the 
ytuir 1919. It was with much satisfaction, aftin* 1 had submitt(‘d my resolu- 
tion, that I read the just, tribute paid to His Excellency the Vic'eroy by 
Lord Sinha upon his arrival in Bombay. That spiundi made ch^ar, what 
SOUK* have apparently overlooked or forgotten, that the vm-y beginning of the 
action on the part, of British GoverniiHUit, which culminated in the Govern- 
ment of India Bill, wuis due, and due only, to Lord Chidmsford. 1 feel sure 
that it is unnecessary for me to spend time in commending my resolution to 
this (Council. Tin* qualiti(’s spetdfied in my resolution, the generous and 
practical sympathy with Indian political aspirations, the open-mind(Hlness 
and impartiality, which His Excelhuicy the Viceroy lias disjdayed in such an 
eminent degree in his dealings with this difficult question, are well known to 
the members of this Council. 1 confidently commend my resolution for their 
acceptance.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhury said 

“My Lord, to my mind the resolution seems to be rather premature. As 
it is when the question has been raised I would not of course oppose it, but I 
wish to make it clear that it is rather in anticipation of the successful working 
of the measure in its entirety, I mean after the framing of the rules, that this 
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.J/r. /rmn : Rumor SM g/oUa>esirar Boy: Rat Dehcmier t'hunder 

tlho.te Bahadur ; 

mesaas:^ of jlmiiks ahould liaw 1,,‘eii oonvoxod to ilio Vicoroy. Wliatovor 
be our difforeiioes 1,1 oil,,.,- ivsp-cts— and 1 siioiil.l say fliai I iioro ai'o 
diuerences in other iiiatt(‘rs m this jK»rticuiar nmlter \v<' know that Hin 
hxcrillenc^^ has lendored ^n^al st'rvKM^'j. For that we should he lhankful to 
him. Iho I’uleS hav(> not hetm liannal yet. and ailhou'jfh W(' know that tlu^ 
\icoioy wdl la' syinjiatlK'tic wt‘ must also i‘emeTnl)»‘r that he is surrounded by 
a strong bureaucratic iidluiuiee. and I also do not know how lar the framing of 
the rules would he siieet'ssiully carried out . It is ht'cause of this that, as m th'c 
case of tin* pri'Vious K'soluiion. wt' cannot midorse it without reservation. 
As I have said hidoia*, I do noi oppose rhe resolution, hut 1 wish te make it 
clear tdiat it should he done iMilieriii ant ieip.it umi of t In* suc(‘(‘ssful workinjjj 
out of the matr(*r.’' 


The Hon’ble Mr, Irwin said — 

“My Lord, I wish to assoc'iatt' myself wiih this resolution and ac'cord it 
my whole-hearted and loyal su|)port.’’ 


The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray said : — 

“ It is with hotJi ])ridc and )>leasui(‘ that. 1 i isc lo support the n'solution 
movi'd hy the Iloii’hh' Mr. >\rdeii- W oo 1 . ThcM^ mi^ht he various im'ideiital 
and providtuitial causes which have led to tlu'se n'lorms, hut, my Lord, it 
cannot he Lraiiisaid t hat. Ilis h.xccllency t he \ lecroy was one ol tln'iirst |)ei*sonH 
on t he official suh* t o lake u j) t iic <jin‘staon of 1 lu‘ pres<*ni reh)rnis s(*nously. 
We have seen tin* report w’lech he drew up jointly with Mr. M(Hitaeu on the 
Indian ladoriiis. It ch'.aily pro\('s toanvone wdio has taken tin* trouhh* ol 
Cfoin^ i hroucj'li it., how impartially and sy mpa‘ lici nail ly he has d^aalt wit.h such 
a diffieulr and eomplieal ed su!»|ect, as t In* Indian t /onst it ui lonal Ivclorms. It 
is true t.liat the (io\ eminent ol India dt^sjialch <»l the .atli Maiadi was 
d 1 sa ppoi 11 1 1 1 1 c* to some extent to fi l.ai^'* nuinher ol his admirers. Hut we 
have also lu'ard what Lord Siiiha said on landinir at liomh.ay ahoiit the work 
of the \ ieero\' in connei'tion with the relornis. Altei* that stateimmt I (aan 
hardly inna^ine that tlu'reis any room to doiiht tin* LTieai serviec wdiieh has 
h(Hm ivmh'red by Ilis Kxcelh*iicy to this c.)unl ry. My Loiol. I whole-heartivlly 
su|)port the n^solution.’ 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Ghunder Ghose Bahadur sai l — 

“ Mv Lord 1 wish to assoeiato myself wuth the lion ble Mr. Arden-Woo<i 
in his i-Hsolution cnnvying thanks K. Ilis KxcOIrncy (>oni ( hirlmslOni. it is 
pei-hapa not nrnpor for a nicinhiT ui iny posnnin to say anything on this point 

hut for thf fact Iliat the Vicroy has I most unjust ly mahgno.l 1 rm- he 

has not l,cen able to support the cause of the peopi ■ eonKisiontly throughtout 
his earoor. Imt it musi not I.e forgotten | ha, one ol the hrst acts In; ,1 h 
innncliately on coming out to India was ,o take up ,he .pies ion oi ,,olit,ea 
reform, and later on were i, no, for h,s sending a telegram , o , Im S.-c-ntary of 
the earlv Daft of Decembm- last ttr the latter end ol Nevemlnw, it 
would have been' dilfieult for the ministry ,o have , he Inform 15,11 passe, 
thi-ough the House of Lonls be.'ause , liere were a h-w influential Jeers vvhohad 
e,ro a hesitating nnnd about , h,s Bill, and l.u, for this tel, .gram o he V iceroy 
oit.u Ol a ijr no,m ,, ,■ p:|] , j,,. ,,as-ed as soon as possible. It would 

say, ng that he warg.ed he * ' ,[ :h very unk.nd 

have heen very ddhe.dt ‘ J; ,i„ne hy Lord 

and uri<d,a,ntald€- ol our p(‘oph. t ) t ^ matters conneeted with the 

Chelmsford in this connection heeaus, 

1 1 A 
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keeping of peaee in another Province. That is all I have to put before the 
Council.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

My Lord, it is a matter of profound regret to me personally that 1 find 
myself in a position to oppose this resolution. In doing so 1 shall again ask 
your Lordshi}) in all humility to eoiisider our position. TIk^ whole question 
to me is wlietlmr tliis is a resolution wliieli is acceptahle to the people of the 
country, 'riiat is tin* sole test and tln^ni is no other test. It is a resolution 
which S(H^ks lo ('xpn^ss th(' h(‘arty thanks to His Excellency the Viceroy for 
his gmierous and jiractieal sym])atliy with Indian political aspirations, and 
th(‘refore 1 should think that in the fitness of things that opinion should be 
exprc^ssed hy an Indian. It would have eome with lu'tter grace from Indians. 
1 do not however for a monumt say that if Indians fail to do their duty it is not 
compiitent to a Kurojiean to do it. ihil if a European wants to do it ho 
must do it on behalf of Indians, and therefon* \n) must l(K)k at the matter from 
the stand-point of Indians. It was for Mr. Arden- Wood to consider whether 
from the Indian stand-point this is a resolution which ought to hav(^ been 
moved, in th(‘ light of this jirinciph^ let us (‘.xamine tin*, position as to how 
t his matter stands. My Lord, if we did not know the opinion of the Indians on 
this question and if this opinion was never expressed tlum (certainly the matti'r 
would have stood on a diffenmt footing. Hut we do know the view^ of tln^ 
Indians. Tliat opinion was expri'SSed in differimt platforms from diffenuit re- 
presentative iiolies. So far as 1 am aware, I am aware of threi^ public bodies 
which n'present tlu^ Indian opinion, namely, th(‘ Indian National Congress, the 
All-India Moslem Lt^ague and the Moderati* Conforenc(\ So far as Indian opin- 
ion is eoneerm^d, I fetd I am juslifit'd in looking to th(‘se three bodies for an 
expression of opinion. L(U, us s(‘e th(‘refor(‘, my Lord, wdiat is the opinion 
of thes(‘ three bodies. So far as the Indian National Congress is concerned 
we know what it is : I shall not dilati*. We know also the opinion expressed 
simultaneously the other day by th(‘ All-India Moslem L(‘ague, but, rpy 
Lor.l, it is said in some quart(u-s tliat these two bodies are extremist organi- 
sations. I do not know if that is the right view In any case 1 do know this, 
extremists or mod(‘rates, th(\v are certainly tlu^ mouthpiece of the Indian 
nation, ddiat is the vcu’dict of impartial observers and critics. That is the 
verdict evim (‘xpresstal oidy tln^ otlu'r day by the Indian Daily Netrs. But apart 
from that let me conci'cle and concede only for argument’s sake that the Indian 
National Cengia^ss and the AlLlndia Moslem Lc'ague are two perverse bodii^s. 
Let us thertd'ore st‘e what is the opinion of the Moderate ('onferenee. 1 think 
the views oft h(‘ Moderate Con f<n-ence find more favour with some people in this 
house than tin' view^sof thes(‘ twolxxlies. Wi'know what their opinion is. We 
know that a resolution was passed tin* other day ex])ressing the gratitude of 
th(^ Moderate Conference — of the people as represented by the Moderate Con- 
fennna*, lo Mr. Montagu and Lord 8inha for these reforms. But I know that a 
resolution similar to that before us was not passed even by the Moderate 
Conference. 1 am certainly aware of tlie fact that one or two individual 
gentlemen — members of tln^ Moderate Conference — might have said things of 
t his dcHcriiition in tlu'ir speeches ; I know the views of the llon’ble Babu 
Nurendra Nath Banarji»e, the views he has given expression to the other day 
in tin* Imfxn-i.il (Viuiunl, but I am also aware that Babu Surendra Nath 
Baner jei^ notwithstanding there was no such resolution passed by the Moderate 
Conference. Apart from this Indian opinion I think it is a matter of common 
knowledge that evim a section of the British press is in favour of a recom- 
mendatiem by no means complimentary" to Lord Chelmsford. The question 
therefore arises on whose behalf ai*e we expressing these hearty thanks. 
If we are to do it for oursedves in our individual capacity that would 
be another matter. But if we are to do it in cur representative capacity, 
then I am afraid this resolution is not backed by those on whose behalf 
these thanks are sought to be expressed. My Lord, I cannot go into details, 
but I should like to emphasise that my position is a bond fde one. I am aware 



Id20.] Ifesolutwns. 

Dr, Suhrdwardy ; The President : BaJm Akhil Chandra Dafta, 


85 


of the views of geiitleiiien who an* almost (Miamoured of these rofo’*nis. Take 
the c‘aH(3 of men of tlie ])usition of Mr Honinnjee of Bombay. He is wtdl 
known as a staunch supporter of Mrs. Besant evi‘n in her prestmi day polities. 
Mr. Bomanjee’s attitude towards the reforms is tliat il is a detiniti* and sub- 
stantial step tow ards the r(‘alisation of responsible ( Jovernmenl . In laet it 
would be no exaggeration to say that Mr. Montagu is the idol i)f Mi“. Bomanjee. 
That being his attitude with respeet to tin* reforms it would be inieresting to 
know what his attitud(* is with res{>ect to His Kxcelleiu'V tin* \ leeroy. And that 
attitudt^ is well known. So, my Lord, the whole position is that 11 Indian 
opinion is to la* consultisl at ;di. I am afraid this resolution (‘annoi b.* aeei*pted. 
It is a very very delicate matt.ei* and a very unpleasant dut\ to do .*ind tht're- 

fore I shall not, dilate. I shall only say that t In* Indian people l hinlc that in 

view of the reply, amongst otlier things, of His Kxec'llency the \ icemy to t m 
press di'putation, in vii‘w ol the fact thai nn‘asurt‘s have bt'en passed in t le 
teeth of univ(U*sal opposition of t In* 1 ndians, tin* people do ie«*l that tln‘ie is 
nothing much to be gratelul lor tt> His Lxcidh*ncy tin* \ ictu'oy. 


The Hon’ble Dr. Suhrawardy unt rruptlng) said — 

“ May 1 rise to :i point ot ordor, S,r Aiv wo .lisciisslii:: iho rtorviocs of 
tlio Viceroy in conned ion willi tin' Uefonn-; Ad or oilier nieiisnrcs r 


The President i^aid 

•• The motion l.cforc tlic llou<.. is ... to extend '>'<■ '>y'*kK ol the 

Council to the Viecroy lov n,.ron.. and prirntn-al syinpatliy ^Mth Indian 

political aspirations. Il is I'airly wide ftronml. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said — 

;mi;;;"malp-m^ 

think I'sln.uld he failing in has' haplienml 'm 'tl!e 

people of this (•onnti\. j"' i tj,,i this resolution c.mnol l>e 



tion, and I do it with tiie utmost rdiici.anee. 


The Hon’ble Dr. Suhrawardy 


s; 


,aid : — 


.. M, L.„l. I n». 

Mr. Arden-Wood As ' '‘‘-'•‘1 tin '* s j Kxcelleney’s lal-ours in 

services of the yf”"" ‘ a '^resolution rea ls lhai tlie hearty 

connection with llic he otms ‘ . nj^ Kxccllencv t he Viceroy lor his 

thanks of this p.^^ 

generous ami practical s_\ mp. ,,,,,„,sed tiie resolution. I am quite at a 

my hon’hle frumd to ^ f,,r |,is opposing this res„lution. I do 

loss to understand (!X.actl.\ • ^ Kxrellcnev's I’unial) poliey or whether 

not know whether it ‘ ..'ven witliont reference to tlie imfoi- 

he is unwilling to snpixirt the tesolutimi^^.^ ,ny frumd the 

tunate incident m • '"'y '' M,a„dhuri has deelared this resolution to he 

Hon’hle Balm Kishori ^y**'*' favourite plirase of my friend t he 

rather premature. tdus " ^ that if human memory is 

Hon’ble Maulvi Fa/d-ul-Haq co.ms to^ J j j, xcelleiu^ 

short official memory IS Mini t<r^ ,.oneerned I would like to repeat 

with reference to tlu^ variation-' H human 

,l..t pUmw of tl» .‘•''i; i, .l.or-«' ■■ I "ooW I'l.- >" 
memory is short nou oSic 
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Mdulvi Ahul Kttsem ; Rai iJehender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 

attention of thin Houst^ once again to the resolution moved by the Hon’ble 
Rai Deb(Muler ( dmnder Ghose Bahadur on the 14th November, 1918, wliieli ran 
thus : — 

' This ( ^ninell is of opinion that th{‘ constitutional ixTorms proposals, 
laid befort* tliis country and the I’arliamcnt in Kngland, by His Excellency 
th(‘ Viceroy and tin' S(‘cretary of State for India, are a genuine effort and a 
d(4inite, advama*, towards the, progressive rc'ai.sation of rt^sponsible Govcnm- 
numt in India, and also desnaas to record and offer its gratcd'iil thanks to 
His Ex(a‘li(‘ncy I hr Viceroy and I h(‘ Right Hon’ble the Secn^tary of State 
for India lor their Jbd’orm ])ro|»osals.’ 

1 find that my fricmds tin* HoiTble Maiilvi Abiil Kasem and Babu 
Kishori Mohan Chainlhuri weia* a party to th(‘ resolution wlnm it was unani- 
mously passcul in tliis (>)uncil. My Lord, 1 do not wish to tak(' up the time 
of this ('ouncil. All I wisli to say is this, lliai I am v(‘ry glad to associate 
mystdf with the words of niy fricmd the Hon’l)h‘ Mr. Ardmi- Wood who moved 
this resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem said 

“ My Lord, 1 regret it v(u*y mu(di that this resolution has been brought 
forward for discussion in this Gouiunl. The llon’bh' mover is awari' tiiat 
tluu’e is a gocnl (hail of diffenmct^ of ojiinion about Lord ( dielmsford’s gemn’ous 
sym[)athy with Indian political aspirations and liis ruh‘ of India, l)Ut whatever 
may b(^ our diffiuamces His Excelhmcy is tln^ repr(^s(>ntativ(' of oui- Sovendgn 
in this country and as such is (Mitiihal to all r('S|)f^ct and honour, and it is 
vi'ry unforl iinat(‘ that his conduct should b(‘ discuss<'d in a Lrovincial Legis- 
lative (youncil. A larg(^ s(‘ct,ion of th(‘ ptM)p](‘ art* of opinion that His Ex- 

celhmey do(‘s not sympathi/a‘ with our political asj)irati ins and that is 

evidenc(‘(l by tin* fact that no Indian namibi'r of tliis (h)Uncil thought it 

propiir to bring forward a rc'solution lik( this and it was n‘S('rv('d for a 
iiumiber of the Europcaan community t,o do so, I havi* gr(*al la^sjx'ct for th(v' 
Hon’bh' Mr. Anhm- Wood as a scholar and an (alucal lonisi but 1 have nevm- 
se(‘ii that h(' has inter('St(‘d himsidf in Indian jiolitics or ('Xjiri'ssed his 

sym})athy with our aspirations nor had in* any im-aiis oi kinuviiig Indian jiublic 
opinion. St, ill In* has gom* out of his way to ask t his Louncil to ofl'er its 
tdianks to Lord Clndmsfonl for his sympal hies with Indian political aspirations 
and has forc(‘(l us t.o raise, an uiistn'inly controv(‘rsy in this Council. My 
Lord, many public bodi(‘s in this country hav(' exjirt^ssiMl tlndr ojiinion on the 
Reform Act and about those who have had a Iiand in it, but so lar as ] have 
b(‘,en abli‘ to ascertain from newspaper n'jiorts mme has as yet venturei^l to 
iiKUition Lord ( dndmsford’s nam(‘m this conmagion. 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur interrupting txaid 

‘‘ Mr. Arden-Wood is not a memlxir of th(‘ l/orporation.” 

The Hon’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem continued — 

At any rate the Corporation did pass a resolution in which the name of 
Lord (dielmsford was not mentioned. Trin* it is that if l,oid (dhelmsford 
had violently opposed tin* reforms (‘ven the British Cabiiu't could not have 
passed tht' Act. because the British p(H)[de always put a great value on 
the opinion of the man on the spot, but 1 hav(‘ never heard that thanks are 
offaivd for not obstructing a thing, and to agree to a proposal is quite 
dilh^rent from supporting it or sympathizing with its object. The Govern- 
ment ol India despatches to which Lord Chelmsford was a party lend 
weight to tlie opinion that His Excellency was not favourably inclined 
towards the changes brought about and the opinion expressed about his 
share in this matter by Indians is quite contrary to what we ai’e asked to 
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subscribe. His Excellency s rule of India lias also beiui bitterly criticised 
by ray coimrry men and however unpleasant it may bt*, I feid ii iny duty to 

protest against such a resolution luMiig passed. Because if 1 do not J will 
be betraying a trust and would not be able t ) face my constituents. 

We cannot forg(‘t that His Kxeelleney Lord riielmsford is responsibh* 
directly or indir(‘ctly lor many uiijileasant ineident s in t his country and that 
we believe that His Lxctdhuiey gave only his passive' sujiport to tlit‘ Ki'form 
pi*()|)Osals, and he did so beeaiist^ he lelt that the exigtmeies ol the situation 
demandi^l it. His Kxeelhuiey has nt‘Ver slu'wn any active sym|)athy, much 
loss a goiK'rous oiu*, with Indian political aspirations and the Ci ovi'rnnuuit 
of which His Exc('lh‘ncy is the lu'ad has earm'd a reputation for r(*pressivt> 
moasuros and unsynpiatlietie administration. A voti' of thanks in tlu' ti'rms 
of the resolution would bt^ uncalh‘d for and against the opinion and wislu'S 
of the people wjiom we rt'jirt^sent , and 1 tlu,‘n*io!a‘ strongly opjiosi* tlu' ae(*ep- 
tance of this resolution by the ( auincil." 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 18. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. R. A. Irwin to move tilt* following resolut ion ; — 

This (h)uneil meoninK'iids to t !ie Governor in ('oiimul that legislation l»e 
introduced, at an early date, rendering it compulsory on all proprii^tors of 
factories, wiiost; as’erage daily labour joree, wln'tln'r cmploytMl in, about, or in 
coniK'ction with, such factory, exceeds, lor a p('riod <>1 three months, lilty 
persons, to jirovide such s imta ry con vmienecs and apjitianees, in addition to 
iiKMlical siipei vision and lieatnuml, as may be adeijuate for tin' number of 
labounu-s emjiloyed and as may Uv approved, from time* to time, by the 
ho\ernment Sanitary l)e])art nieiit . 


He said : — 

“ Mv Lord,thl‘> is, 1 believt'. tiie fourth rt'solution I havi* had tin* horn) ir 
of proposing in this (hmnciL all of which have had the sanu' object in vu'w, 
viz., the impiovement in sanitation and health ol the jxiorer ciassi's in this 
l‘rovinc(‘, and tlioue'h y<'U may not approv(W)f or sanction tin* tourse 1 have 
suggested, of on(‘ thing' 1 am conhdont and that is, that I have Vour Excel- 
lency’s personal synifiathy and approval of the (fh/ect, even il you disapprovf? 
of the nutans to luung it aljout. 


For if llnu-e is one thing mon* than another by which your name will be 
honoured and respected Iohl^ aftm- you have Ibft India, it will be the solieitmh* 
which you have alvrays displayini in the endeavour to stamp out diseasi*, 
alleviate suffering aiul dt'creas^* mortality, amongst the millions of p(*ople 
under your rule. 


1 myself take a verv keen inO‘rest in th(' sanitation and health of the 
Dooror classofs', who are helpless t- (io anything f„r U.cmsel ves. I liavi; luid 
this resolution in my mind for several montl.s. and have postponed giving 
notice of it. in the hope of gettinff it emho<lie<J m the propose.i Ihm^al 1 uhlic 
Health Bill, the provisions of which, tiirou-h ^ our Excellency s kind permis- 
sion, I have had an opportunity of siudyin)r. 

However mv time of rdirement has come and this is the last (Jouncil at 
iiuYvc^v j ijonoLir of hemg present and. I therefon^ resolved to 

, L L h in hi.. h„,» i. n.ay l,„ tl,„nBl,t 

tSy oi erbXcn. in tkn Hill, wb.n in int..J„c.,d. a. .n.nc laic, .late. 
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iMt. Irwin. 

Were I speaking to your Lordship and one or two more here present I 
should be content to stop here as you know more ol' the general aspects of the 
subject than I do, but I am speaking as well to Hon’ble Members of this 
Council and in a way to tlie public generally, of whom the great majority 
have j)robal)ly not studied the question, and 1 vtmture to think it may possibly 
be useful to state my (‘xpin'icmce, such as it is. 1 would, liowev(?r, commend 
all those who take any iiitea*est in the well-being of tlnur fellow-creatures to 
study the j)amplilet issued from the llengal iSecialariat Press entitled ‘A 
spe(‘ch and hitter on Hookwoim l)is(‘ase in Bengal by His F^xcelloncy the 
Governor of Bengal, ’ and I venture to say that it will considerably startle 
those who vv(.t( 5 not previously aequaintt^d with tln^ facts it discloses — It only 
takes about half an hour or less to n‘ad and must [)rove interesting to all. 

As regards myself I must pndace my remarks by saying that my own 
personal (*xperi<mc(^ has been gained almost entirely amongst the agricultural 
• labourers, jirincipally Nepalese in t he Darjeeling district, with whom 1 have 
been intimately associated for the last forty-five^ years. 

I have not the least doubt that, as a race, they have been steadily 
detcn-iorating, physically speaking, and this deterioration must continue more 
and more rapidly as tlm years go by, unless sonuddiing can be done to arrest it. 

A mother who is del)ilitated by disease and consequently not earning 
suflichent to nourish her own body much less that of a coming infant, cannot 
poHsil)ly produce strong healthy offspring, and tln^refore the deterioration in 
})hysi(]U(\ of the whole ra(*e, pn^viously referred to, must steadily continue, and 
get worse in eacdi succc^ssive generation unless this most ilifhcult prcjblem is 
faced and suctcessfully tacklc^l. 

I am aware tliat this is a very serious alh'gation to make, and in saying it 
1 am not stating my own individual opinion only, I have asked many of the 
senior planters in the district tlndr opinions and tht‘y have each one con-r 
firmed what I say without, exception. 

So much so is this the (;as(^ that, whereas formerly^ managers of tea 
fa(!tori(5S, situated at a distance from tln^ Railway, in most cases at a lower 
elevation, were accustomed to ])ack their t(‘a in full (diests widgliing from 
110 to 1()0 |l)s. gross and had no dillieiilty in ge.tting tlnun earrie<l eight or ten 
miles uphill, for years [)ast now have been obliged to resort to smaller sized 
packages rarely weighing mort^ than lOO Ihs. gross and even these it is some- 
times vt‘ry (litiiciilt to get carried. 

My Lord, 1 am convinced that hookworm is the cause of this undoubted 
physical deterioration, and it is to combat and eradicate this evil that my 
resolution is intended. 

I am convinced that hookworm is indirectly responsible for a very large 
proportion of the mortality in the Province, which is at present ascribed to 
other disi'ases — a person becomes infected with hookworm, gets rapidly 
debilitated, is Hum incapable of performing a fair day’s work for a fair living 
wages and consequently does not earn sufficient to nourish his body, he 
contracts malaria, dysentery or some cither disease and fall a victim to it and 
is registered as dying of it, whereas the original cause was hookworm and 
but for it ho would have been strong enough to contend with and throw ofif 
the subsequently contracted illness. 

To those who know nothing of the matter, the percentage of the lower 
classes especially those who are accustomed to go about with bare feet will 
seem almost incredible. 

< 

1 have referred more especially to the agricultural labourers of the 
Darjeeling district, as it is they who come under my own immediate observa- 
tion, but the investigations carried out during the past few years^ especially 
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lately by Dr R. G. Griffin in tlu- |4anting .listriotK of Noliiorn Heiigal and 
Dr. HoilaDd McVad in the Jute Mill an‘a round Calcutta, t^o to prove that 
there ih very little clifltnenee, in tlie ineiileiice of infeetioii amongst the poort*r 
classes, between the lulls, tlie siibinontaiu* or purely plains areas. 

The figures arrived at by both Dr. (JritHn and Dr. MeVail show that the 
tern bly high percentage ol from 70p(n*cent. toeven, in some parts. lM)j>ercmit. 
of the hnviU’ classes are inleet(‘d with this diseast'. 

Ac(a*[)ting the figures statinl in your Lordship’s sptM*eh abova* reft>rr(Mi to, 
viz., 80 fier cent., to think ihat lour our of every fivt‘ of the unl'ort nnatt‘ people 
with whom orn* comes in daily eontaet. an* infeett‘d with this liri'ad dis(*ast* 
and having tlunr life s blood and vitality’ litmaillv Sfippt* 1 out of tlunn appmirs 
<o mt*. appalling and calls for i li(‘ most stringent nn^asiirt's in oiahn* to stamp 
it out. 


Miick is l)(‘ing dom‘ to cure liookwoim and much sunering is theo‘by 
being averted, but curing tin' disease only, if I may ^ny so, is more or h'ss in 
tlu> natiiri' of pouring waier into a sieV(\ if, directly tlie ) ati»*ni is cured and 
sf'ts foot outside liis donr, Ii<‘ lit-eoines r(‘-iii fect<Ml. 

Until th(^ germs of tlie diseasi* (;an be erndiealed I’loin lln^ soil, it w ill 
continue to thrive* and sprt^ad, and t in* only m<*ans of (‘radicating it Ita.nn th(‘ 
soil is to sto]) tin* source* of ])ollntion by the compulsory (*onhi I'lieU ion of 
latrines and insistence on their us« . 


I have bi'eni told that if latrines ere erected, it will b(‘ iin; ossibh* to g(*t 
(?o()li(*s to use* tJii'iii, bill has not the* same argument b(‘('n used jii conn(‘elion 
wit h almost ev«‘ry inm>\'alioii «‘Ver inl.roduce‘d ? That it fdll be* dillieiilt at, first, 
1 acknovvle‘dg(‘, but that it will be impossible I emiphatiealiy deny, and I am 
eeudidenl lliat wit li gent h* ])i’essm\* and persuasion combined, tlie* deesireMl 
i*(‘sii]l. will (‘Vent ually, If gradually, be* obtained. 


As an instance of this I may say that when only a f(*vv years ago t he* 
treat iiiemtAor t lie' cure ol liookwoj-m which is by no means jileasanl was 
first intro(lace*d amongst tea gardem eoolH*s, it was very diriiemlt inde‘e‘d to 
persuade* tlimn to suimiit theniselves lo it; iiow’evcr on 1 lio.*^(3 (‘Htate*s t.liat 
persisted the coolies liave* b(‘giin lo r(‘(a)gnise‘ tin* ei’ticaey of it and now (;ome 
voluntarily and willingly t<» ask for it. 


T think that eveiw'one wall agrt‘e that labenir is tin* om* vital iaetoi, more 
than any other, wliieli wall atii'ct the* prosperity of this eoniitry in t he future*, 

by it we'shall stand Of fall, what wa* should aim at is loi- each individual 

labourer to increase- Ins proe.luciion there*by incidentally liiereasiijg his own 
earnings and prosptnaty, but b<>w can this be* efrccteei, if what I aver is a fact, 
viz., that the physiejue of the labejurer is ehitei lorating. 

It is I think an undoiibied faei that ihe de‘mand for h.Ieour, not only in 
India but, all over the wm ld. Is stca.lily uu-ur.i^iuir. 


Here in India one cannot ojicn one’s daily paper wiiliout Kceinc; tho 
announcement of new industrial .■o,„pauicB betuir floated day after day, each 
one of which means increased competition lor labour, and the only means by 
which it can be satisfied will be l>y mcn-ased efficiency and increased pro< I uc- 
tiorwbereby two labourers ...ay do tlm work and earn the wages of throe. 

mu ansinff from efficient sanitation are being more and more 

The bene • • j _ and more attention from individuals year 

recognized and a ^ 

after year, but in ^ nngatorv by the passive inactivity of a small 

majority can be rendered nug.utrj j 

minority. 
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[3Kl>^FKliUrAKY, 


BahuKishort Mohan ( ^haudhnri. 

I II your address to tlie rupresoiititives of tli(^ v^arious District lk)ards of 
lieng'al at a meeting held at Government House, Oaleutta, (ui Thursday, 
Dijcember 41 h, your Lord«hip is reported to have said : — 

‘ Disease can he successfully fought only by scientifically organised 
effort and scientifically organised effort has hitherto. I regret to say, been 
conspicuous cliieiiy by its absenei; in iiengal again ‘ It is clear that we shall 
have radically to v(‘ca'^t our nuichimny before, we can ho))e to obtain really big 
residts lurther on again ‘And thes(? agents must not only b(^ given the 
res])onsibility for carrying out such measuia^s but must be armed with such 
powers as will enable tlumi to give eflect to them.’ 

I could witti l)em‘tit quot(^ furtlnu*, but I fear 1 have already trespassed 
too long on th(^ patiimce of the (Vuimnl and must then4‘ore abstain. 

Wit hout combination and ‘ sciontiH(;al]y organisial (*ilort ’ but abovu^ all 
iinhiss ‘armed with siudi powm*s as will enable them togiv(‘. effect to them,’ 
z.e., m '.asiires to c )mbat disease it is hopeh'.ss to expect to stamp out disease — 
combination and sei(!nti(i(aally organisiMl effort (uin only lx* efficient if 
supporti'd by legislative compulsion. Jii every community there will always 
b(! bla<;k shtx'p — passivi* r(*sist('rs. 

I hav(' al)ov(‘ (unphasized tln^ bi'indieial results which the introduction 
and us(‘ of latrines may confidently lx* (‘X])(*cti‘d to have on liookworin oidy, 
as 1 consid(‘r it to b<^ almost if not (piiti* the most foianidabh* diseasi* with 
whicdi we have to eoiit(‘nd on account of its insidious and evmitually, if 
gradually, fatal natune 

Ihit more rapid and apiianml Uundicial n*su]ts will undoubttxlly r.ccnu* 
in th(' cas(‘ of dirt-boriu* and lly-borm* dist'asi's, siudi as (*hol('ra, dys(*nl (‘ry, 
etc., whi(di art* cn'dited with a far largiu- |ercentag(' of morlality than hook-; 
worm, tin* fatal nature of which is only just l)eginiiing to lx* recognised by 
lie* majority on account, as I hav(‘ j)r(‘viously said, of its insidiousness. 

Should (his r(‘So]ution lx* acc(‘j)t(x] and givt'ii eff(‘c( to, I, mysi'lf, as an 
emi)loym- of Itibour, will lx* eonsid(‘rably affeett'd, bill on i he groumh- o( 
humanity alone, 1 would wtdeonx* 1 In^ tax it would impC)S(* u]H)n mo whilst 
(*v(‘nl ually t he beiU'Ht accruing will undoubtx'dly be reap('d from a more 
h(*alihy and (‘onsixpumtly (*fficieiit and contmilxxl labour force if not by me 
th(*n by my successors. 


As 1 have pia^viously said, my Lord, t his is the last ( 'ouncil m(*(‘iing T 
shall havt* tlie honour of attending, and I trust my r(‘Solution may beaccepied 
and given t'lfecl to by Govm-nnn'iit, and t hat as I believe will lx* the t‘.as(*, 
benelit will arise for tin* })eo])le amongst whom I havi^ lived so long.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

‘‘My Lord, I fully support the vit*ws expriesstxl in this resolution by my 
lion’l)le friend Mr. Irwin. He has made it abundantly clear that something 
is urgently neei'ssary tor th(*si* labouring classes. Your Excellency’s study < f 
the liookw^orm disoasi? has also, I hope, mide il abundantly clear tliat the 
special aiteiition of the Sanitary Department should be drawn to the health and 
comfort of the labouring elassc's. With the rise of the prices of the necessaries 
of life it has become vi'ry difficult for tlnun, .vvitliout especial help either from 
eiu})loyers or from Government, to take eare of themselves. 1 fully support 
the vi(*ws I'xpressed by the lIoiLbli* Mr. Irwin, and I hope th^t Government 
will do srniething for their nxlress.” 
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The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley .ai ! 

reform lio has not hivnc in.fi',rt 

extent, forestallod him l.y I at intr I'lT*'""' ‘ I'as not to any 

framed on freneraJ lines Tn n< ’I 1 !"■ roselutio.i is 

undertake h-islatien nnkm „ '-"venunent sho.ld 

provide adeon ite s-.niV ^ < om|.nUery on all iiropneiors of faetories to 

.wLiiti t *r <^'>n\rnit‘iicos niiil appiiancrs lur i ln^ir t‘n)pi(>\ on in 

“ el'rT' ‘ I- li'' -I, 

It 1 h xmI ]( f( p, tlir Act Ur xvlil hiid ii lav.N down thai rvrv lari'M'v slial) do 
provided With sniiieien, and Kuitalde latnne ae,.ommodation. Ii ,„,,her 

irom an.t diain. privy or oilier luiisanee. and llial in everv laclnry tli'ere shall lie 
muntaineil a snlheienlan.l suitahh' supply ,,f water lit for drinking- forth,' 
itweol the persons I'liiployed in the fa-tory. Kleetrieal uencratiim' or trans- 
loinunfr stations, iiidioo, ma and coif...' faci..ri..s are imt in, 'In. I, •, I in th.' 
eate.frory o| laei.on.'S iimler th.' Act. hui the A.-t appli.'s p. all ..ih.'r la.'t.iri.'s 
It was pass,', I m lit;], and ih,' llon'hle .M.'ml'.'r, il 1 niav h,' p.'rmitt.'.i to sav 
.p. IS a day too lat,. forth., lair. Ths nulls hav.. iip-l o-.hai ,■ latrin,. .syst.'iii; 
wliicli are heiiifr ..xi emt.'.l ami impr.iv, ,! 1 1 om day t.i .lay, ami mdl maiiam rs 

constant ly rel. 'I- to 1 h.' Sanitary ( ',,mmis-i, III. 'I- lor a.lvii'.' ah.iiii tlii'm. The 

w.nkiim .)f se]itl,' tank latrin, -s is iin.h'r the e,intr..| ,if th.' Sanitai'v 
->onunissi()ii(‘r, and lio lias also ln'cn ap]K>ini.od an addiiioiial I nspoct.oi- oC 
r aotorii's, so that lio may in a poNinon t,o deal wilh tlm s.anilary arran^.,^o- 
nnmt.s oi tael ono,•^ o[ all dassos. !!<• inspocas as ohen as hr omi and drinks 
t'O I hr notier o( I hr i iisprcto]- ( li 1' ari.t n'lrs any dr Irrts wlijeh rrtjuirr Pt dr 
lamirdied so that the Iim]»re|oi- may i ak(' rX(‘eiitivr aei n ?n. 


^ i hr^ t(‘a pii'.h'iis and tra ^ardmi taet.rrirs to whudi i hr ilon'lilr Mover 
has sp(,‘eially relriTod ar(' oAclmdMl Irom iho seo])r ol thr I'actonr^ Art, 
ami ^ * o\'i ‘rnnirii t an awnrr (»| iIk* m‘rd ha' (*oiudim*d aelion amon^ l<‘a 
;^'ard(*iis III order to im]iiovr thrir saintaiy arran^<‘int nts. Ma?i\ liaxc* not 
g’ot, np'-to-date latniir sysieiim, ant! hookworm playN ha\o< ainon^’ tin* roodeN. 
Dr. (lidjlin, who has dreii rerrntly iiiakmjx rinjiui-irs m rriinrri ion with 
hook worm, re])orls : — 

‘ The adojdtioii ot lati’im's dy ihr dill ])roplr is I'rasidir and pK'srnt^ d-w 
difficulties, and t dev as a wliul(‘ appear t ' ajfprrrml r thr nsf of ihrin. jpn 
the. (jLiestioii oi’ Madeshia laboinx mainly Santals and Oraons. who 

form the bulk ot tin* laliour in the Dnais, to adojtt thrsi* nirasuir>. ha^ io dr 
cautiously aud eai'eiully eonsidmed. Ti'ratnnmt lor liookw'oiin and ot^er 
iiitestinr jiarasitical diseasi* is now nniversally ennird on in tin- Diiar- mi i!n 
Enro])<‘an (‘stati’S. and with eduratioii ^iiveii to thr ])i*o])]r in tin* m-ei s^iix ot 
th(^ usr ot latrine, J eoiisi<ler, and it is also the opinion ot 1 hr smiior Mnliral 
Officers and jilantrrs, tliat (n’riitnally tliey wall come into dnr. It has drrii 
pointed out to uu' t hat it a sinLi-|(‘ ^ard('n in a dist ? n*l only adopt ^ riirsr 
measures, tliat ladour will tend to |(‘ave tin’ warden, hul- that it a ^ronp of 
estates doC‘s so t ln’V will a(;e(‘pl the univm-sal adojit.ifjn.’ 

Under conditions siudi as thrs(‘ it is dr^iiaiiilr to st r«*ni!t hrn tin* haml" 
of the mon' proj:ressive planters and to misurr uniformity of aetmn thiMipTittHit 
the whole ari'a. Otlierwise what»'ver sanitary preeaai'fMis may i)-* tak<*ii 
by one mimirin- Uiey imiy beimllili.' I l,y t.lie upatliy, im;r|e,'t ,;r inm-t.imi ..f 
another; in tliese ciicuiiirtUuices Home central .•luthorily m r.'.jiiir.'.l t.i l.l•m',r all 
into line Governmeut theref.ire are (li.sposetl to rogar.l sympathetically 
proposals designed to affect a g.meral all round improvcm'i.t, and they are 
ready to consider the desirability of intro hieing legislation on the subj.mt. 

12 A 
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[3k 1) FEBKrARY, 


Mr, (y M alien , 

I may monlion here that the qiientioa of Ity^islation for tho toa garden!:^ in 
tlin Duars came up somo years ago. A special committee called the Duars Ojin- 
mitte(^ presid(Ml over by the Uoii'hlo Mr. Monahan was appointed to enquire into 
the sanitary and economic conditions under which tea garden coolies live in the 
Duars and to advise Oov(‘rnment what reined ial measures, if any, should he 
un<lm’taken. Their conclusions w(^re brielly that the economic conditions of the 
(loolles wer(i satisfactory, but that action should betaken to improve the medical 
and sanitary arrangements as well as the system of vital statistics. The com- 
mittee thought that the employers would be ready of their own initiative to 
improves the medical and sanitary arrangements; and the Government of 
Eastern liengal and Assam, agretn'ng with this view, consid(n-(M;] that legisla- 
tion was necessary only to prescrilie n^gisters and returns which would ensure 
a reliable record of vital cxjcurrences in the tea gardens. They prepared a 
Hill accordingly, which passed into law as the Jalpaiguri Labour Act of 1912. 
At tin; sann; time in ()rd<;r that Government should be kept informed of the 
progress mad(; by the estates in carrying out the recommendations of the 
Dears Committee with n^gard to sanitation, water-supply, medical arrange- 
nnmts, etc., it was arranged that the Civil Surgeon should ol)serv(; and report 
on th(‘ (;xt(-nt to which those recommendations were carried out. The (Hvil 
Surgeon submits an annual report on th(» condition of the labour fore.e and of 
tin; working of the Act, but it has Ixnm found impossible for him to ins) ect 
all Idle gardens regularly and our information is at ])resent not as (‘omplete as 
w(‘ could desire. Tlie special officer employed on tlu; anti-hookworm campaign 
has b(M‘n asked to sul)mit a report as to the arrangoimmts maih' for water- 
supply. cons(;rvancy and tlu; prevention of infectious diseases, in the places he 
has visited, Imt liis report has not yet been n'ceived. It. the naxintime tlu; 
Duars Plant(‘r8’ As8o(;iation has be(Ui (*onsulted as to what arrangements can 
l)e made. Tlie Association wish(;s to have a mori^ thorough syshmi and is in 
favour of a whole-time officer Ix'ing appoinbul to advise u) on, to direct and, if 
necessary, to (;ontrol nu;asnr(‘s for I Ik* improv(*ment of sanitation in the 
Dual's tea gai-dens, as well as to engage in expei'iment and research ; and it 
a<lvocat(*s the (;Htablishm(;nt of an advisoi-y committe<‘ of plantt'i's and mi*dical 
men to assist him. The matter is at p]'es(;nt under discussion with the 
Sanitary ( Commissioner. 


The (iiK'Stion of legislation will i-equire careful consideration. Tlu; Indian 
Tea Asso nation, tin* Darjeiding Planttn-.-^' Association and the Duars Planters' 
Association should lx* consulted about su<‘1j matters as the CT'(;ation of a 
centi'al sanitai*}^ authority and the finaiicing of it, as, for instance, by means o£ 
a special h‘vy on tea gai'dens and possibly on village areas outside* their limits. 
It shoidd be considered whether it is preferable to deal with the inatier a.s a 
part of a public health Bill for the whole province or by means of spe/eial 
legislation such as the Bengal Mining Settlements Act of 1912, by which tlie 
Mines Board of Health was created. I may be permitted to mention that a 
public health Bill has i)een drafted by my friend Mr. Goode, and it contains 
provisions which would go far in the direction contemplated by the resolution. 
As T’(‘gards the Mining Settlements A(‘t, that measure was a piece of special 
h'gislation which was inti'oduced only after other ]X)8sil>le measures under 
other Acts had been tried and had failed. The solution was found in the 
creation of the Mines Board of Health which contain^ representatives of tiie 
interests concerned and has jurisdiction over lanilowners as well as over coal 
mine owners. The Board exei’cises genei'al sanitary control over the mining 
settlement, and it meets the cost of i(s services by means of a local levy from 
those directly interested. Tn dealing with the problem of the coal mines 
Government had the willing and helpful co-operation of the Indian Mining 
Association, and similarly if a measure is to be brouglit forward for the tea 
garden areas Government would naturally d(;sire to have the sympathy and 
support of the Indian Tea Association and of the Planters’ Associations, 
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I now turn to the qm^stioii (if un‘(li(‘al 
latest report Jor the l)iiars states 


supervision and treatment. 


Our 


, ^ d(K*tors with British (pialifioations in imnlical 

charge 01 the .)3 Lrardens iiiuli r European management. Besides tliis, two 
registered and well-(|ualilied Indian doctors with Oalciitia Eniversity degrees, 
have beiui appointed this yi^ar t o su{K‘rvist* tin* medical arrangements of two 
large groups of gardens under Indian managmmmt. Tliest* groups (‘onsist 
of 8 gtudens in tin* Eastern Duars and 8 gardtuis in tin* Ali{H)ri‘-l )uars. 
rinuidouq no l(3ss than lOh out of tiie 129 gardtms are now under proper 
medical supei vision. 1 lu* (Jivd Surg(‘ons goo on to sav — ‘ Idie great 
majority of tln‘ Doctor Bahus in charge ol tin*. disjHUisaries are still un- 
registtu'od men of inferior (|ualiHcations, hut niatti*rs ari* much iniprovt*d hy 
the inciease ot proper supervision and this slould h^ad to a Ix'tttn* control of 
epidemic dis(\aso.’ 


In l)arje{‘ling there are t,(‘a garden do<*tors but tin' nundu'r of 
qualified imm both amor.g them and among tln^ comj)ounil(n‘s is not 
at present ade(puito. The tirovision of (.‘onquilsory medical supervision 
ami tnsatment liy each t(‘a gardiui would, howt'viT, go further (»v(‘n than 
tdie Mining S<Uth‘ments Act. 

As for th(' mills, the largi^st employers of labour, the Factori(‘S Act dtx^s 
not ju’ovide for im^dical supervision and treatment, but tliey mak(^ (‘xcelhmt 
arrangements in tiunr own interests. Tho merclrmt princ(‘s of (Calcutta 
are alivi^ to tin* fact that it pays to k(*et) th»‘ir (unploy/'s W(*ll and to look 
after tlu'ir liodily welfare. Most hav(' a r(‘sidential medical staff consisting 
of (iualifi(‘d Indian doctors, with university dogrei's. of lht‘ Assistant SurgtMUi 
class in addition to Eiirop<‘an consulting medi(*al oHicers. Many also havi* 
well-found dispensaries; some, in fa(Jt. are splembnl institui iijus, sufdi as 
those of tin* (iouripori‘EMill at Naihati and i lu‘ Alliance^ Mills at Idiatpara. 

1 could wish tfiat the Ilon’bh* Movtu* (*ould, on his rrtiriummt, makr a tour 
ainong tin* mills on tlu^ banks of llooghly. 1 vimture t o say In* would havi* 
his (*y(‘S optuied and that Ik* wmuld l>e a"^tonislK*d at tin* provision made for 
tin* health of the enijiloyes. 

Apart from the large mills (Jov(‘rnm(*nt art* wt*!! aware of tin*! m'C(*ssIty 
for looking aftt*r industrial hygi(m(‘, particularly wht‘n so many small factories 
are springing up. They realize that industrial hygiene is a matt(‘r for 
careful investigation by th(^ public health staff and that tin* j)rt5smit imlustrial 
dev elopment must bti carefully watched in order to j)revcnt tin* creation of 
sanitary abuses such as followed industrial (^xi)ansioii in EurojH*.. The 
present system of factory inspection does not giv(* all tln^ information nec^es- 
sary and on this account it is proposed to appoint a spccually selected Deputy 
Sanitary Commissioner with a special staff to carry out an investigation in 
the c(jming yt*ar. 

This explanation ol the existing law of what is being already dene and 
of the proposals for the future will 1 trust, assure tlu^ Ilon’bh* Movin' that 
the matter is receiving and will continue to receive the (tareful attmition of 
Government, and I suggest that it is tlp*refore unecessary for him to press 

his resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Irwin said 

*"^rr=":;ve"eLr:ri 

gws^on to say that I am too late for the fair. I do not quite follow him. 
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In ono breath he sayR that the Factories Act provides for what I am advocat- 
ing and in the m^xt he nays ihat T(ia Factorien f<n* wliicdi I am principally 
Hpeaking are excJiided from the ])roviHionK of the Act. ddnaadbre, I wish to 
draw the attiaition to tliat with a view to having tea gard(Mi8 included in 
tl](^ lirovisionK of tlie Ueiigal Public Healtli Bill, which 1 niuhn'stand is now 
und(‘r the conKidrration of (Tovernment. IIow(‘Ver, having drawn attention 
to th(^ niatti'i* 1 am (|uit(‘ content, to leave it to th(‘ considcoaition oi Govern- 
mimt whim drafting the Bengal Pnbli(; Health Bill.” 

The Resident sai 1 

“ Does the Hon’ble ABmibm* wish to withdraw his reRoliiiioii ?” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Irwin said 

i t*S, ^11. 

The motion was then, by haivi* of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 19. 

The Hon’ble Mr, Irwin mov(‘d the following resolution : — 

This (hnineil reeoinniends to the Governor in ( 'ouned the importance 
in the iiit.er(‘sl s of th(' trade, not only of. this Provinci', Imt of the whoh‘ 
hhn])ire, of (expediting tlu^ propos(‘d e.xtension of tin* Itroad gaugi* system of 
th(‘, Fastmm Bengal Bailway from Santahar to vSilignri, and that the Govern- 
ment do move the Impmnal (lovm-nnient. to give I'ffect to the ))ro])osal at an 
(‘.arly datm • 


lli‘ said : — 

My liord, I do not })roi)ose to take up the valuable time of this Ckmncil 
with along spiaadi elaborating the various argunumts in favour of the object of 
this la'solut.ioii. To t.hose who havi^ travidkal ovi'r the line and know 
anyt.hiiig about tlu‘ matt(‘r, the handicap, which t he bnaik of gangi' impos(*s 
(jii t rathe of all descriptions, must bi' so self-evident that farther evidcnci* 
IS surely not. reipunHl to convince t.lumi ol t in; im])ortama' of eliin mating it 
with the least possible dtday. 

When I first came out to this (anintry the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
was comparatively spi'aking a viuy short line, and theri‘, v/as no Bailwa.v in 
exist(mca‘. on tin* north bank of tln^ Ganges ; subsequently the Northern 
PxMigal State’ Railway, as th(' norllnum se(*ti(.)n of tin’ Eastern Bengal State 
Railway was then styled, was eonstrueted with the nu’tre gauge, and 1 am 
probably tin' only European still in this eountry who was present when the 
iirst tram ran into Siliguri in, if 1 nmiembcu' right, tlu’ autumn ol 1878. 

Ni’arly a quarter of a century later in 1902. I took a leading part in 
organising and then ])residiiig at a in.iss meiUing held in Darjeeling, to 
wliieh th(‘ Bengal Chambm* of f'omnu'rce. the Indian Tea Association and 
t h(‘ Galeiitta Trades' Association sent representatives, to urge upon Govern- 
inenl thi‘ enormous importance to the trade of the Province of connecting 
the nortlnum and soutln'ru portions by a bridge over the Ganges. 

The meeting was a large and most representative one, and copies of the 
proceedings were sent to His Excellency the tiien Viceroy and to the 
Secretary of State for India, and 1 Think it is not too much to claim that 
it turned the scale in favour of the immediate coufitructiun of wtiat ie now 
known as the Hardinge Bridge. 
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^ Twt'lve yoars later (> 11 . 1 tliink, lih Maivli 1 Inti tie* pleasiiiv of 

beiiii^ piesent when His Lxo'llenrv Lord llanhn^e ojK'iu*d the hrid^i*, and I 
crossed it in the first passni^er tram and almoin tlu* first ordinarv mail which 
ran over it. 

It is not therelort^ perhaps alto^jt^l hto* inapi>ropriati' that 1 should have 
the honour of urt>ini>' upon Voiir Kxn‘llenev tiu' n:n‘at import anci' of t'limi- 
natin^ the l)r(*ak of gaiipft' on tin* main lim* and (‘Xtmidinj the hroad ^au^e 
system right through.to Slliguri. 


At the tiim‘ of tlu* nn'eting above rt‘l(M*i*«-il to lu'ld to urge upon tioveim- 
inent th(^ constrm;tion of the bridge. 1 beliexe 1 am (‘orreei in saying that 
it was taken ior grant(‘d by almost evervom* that the eonstriiet ion ol iht* 
(*arthvvork, widening of tht* bridgi's and laying of tin* broad gauge lim* 
would pro(a*ed simultaneously with tin* making ol the bridge, ami ha»l it 
been then und(‘rst(X)d that, the immediati* const ru('‘t ion of ihr brlilg<‘ only 
was cont(‘niplat.( (1 and t hai the «*xt(‘nsion of the broad gauge was to bi* 
in(h‘Hnit(‘ly postj)oned, it would then have been tlu* sulijt'ci oi vrry strong 
rej)r(‘S(mt at ion to (iovernment. 

Without the uniformity of gauge t.hioughoul the main hue sysh'Ui the 
construction of tlu* bridge alone leaves the work onl\ hall carried through, 
and it r(*(piires the com])h'tion of tlu* broad gang** to put the coping stom* on 
tin* whole. 


For years aft.i'i’ tin* ojiiuiing of tin* llardinge Bridge, in lact. I b(*lieve, 
during tin* lii'st tliiet* years oi the grt‘at War, woi'k was aetnally iMung 
earru'd on with tlu* broad gaiigi* exti’iision, but 1 think I am right in saying 
thatduring tin* last t wo years it has la'iuained entirely m abeyanee. 

'To ja*l’t*r l>rietly t(» the argument-^ in lavoui ol the speedy elimination 
ol t he break of gauge I would mention the lollowmg as aimuigsl tin* most 
important : — 

1„. , 1 X 1 r;i l•x|H■nSl■ curiailr'l liy i r:uislii|,iiiriil, ol ^onds !iiul 
passeiigto’s ; 

S(‘Ci>ii<lh / — I liiOfgiriiuule l.<i g Is 'vliicli is uiiiivoid.-il'lc wln ii 

tliev liavc to be ( raiisi'erred Iroin one wagon (o anotln-r ; 

Thir<llij—t\u‘ illegitiiiiate daiiiago incurred Iroin nol onl\ petly 
pilfering but fi’om wholesale robbery uliieli is very diliicult l 
detia't and impossible wholly to prevent ; 

y-Wri/i///— the delay wliicli the 1 raiisliipiiieiit iieceH.sanly entails bulii 
(in passiaigers and goods ; and 

— the impetus that would undoubtedly be given lo uade. 


It aimears lo me that it is hardly necessary to say anything in snpi.orl -f 
he ilmf argnna-uts, the very mention of them alone to my nund earrn-s 

louviction hut ns regards 

, I fti-ii 'in these days of Strenuous tnide compel itioii 

^ I .vi.mndlt lire to the V(n*V lowob’t ci)l^ ’.1 tin > an lo c nupti 
from other quarters of me glooe ; 
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Secondlf/ — as rc-gards lejiritimate daina|2f<‘ I need hardly point out that a 
certain amount of damage must occur in removing heavy articles 
from one vehicle to another, which would be avoided if they 
went right through in the original truck. The damage done 
is unavoidable, and if the loss falls upon the railway the manage- 
ment must necessarily j)rovido for it by charging a higher 
tarif than would otlierwise be necessary, so that the loss 
. must eventually, in any case, fall upon the owner of the goods, 

thus raising his cost of production ; 

Thirdljj — to take loss from iheft ; only those who are heavy importers 
or exporters over the line and the railway staff* and police are 
aware of tlie facilities which the transhipment of goods afford to 
wholesale robbery. It must necessarily (X)cur that goods in 
c()urs(5 of transhipment must lay sometimes days or even weeks 
on end at Santahar awaiting trucks, and train thieves avail 
themselv(‘s of the opportunity thus afforded only too readily ; 
bags of grain are cut opcm, several seers abstracted from each 
]»ag and the incision carefully stitched up again — tins of oil 
livi) ])ierced and the whole of the contents drained off into 
anotlun* receptacle, so that many tins out of a consignment are 
d(?liv(u*(Ml empty and the consignment being at ‘ owners’ risk’ 
the wholt‘ lo^s falls on the owner ; and as for coal the loss 
amounts in sonn^ cases to a very large percentage of the whole, 
but is never altogether absent ; 

Fourthly — As regards delay in transit not to speak of tin* loss of 
inter(‘S(. on the proceeds of the sal(‘ of a large (‘onsignment of 
goods (KicasiomMl by delay in bringing them to the market 
is the nimdi more serious delay oftcm incurred by produce 
losing a good mark(‘t when tln^ special article in question is at, a 
]u‘emiiim and having to Ik'. sold possibly when the marki^t is 
glutted. That both railways and ])ro(lucers realise this is 
proved by tb(‘ fact that si)(‘cial expr(‘ss goods trains are cons- 
tantly run for which higluT rates of transit are charged which 
produ(‘ers evi<l(mtly avail themselves of or the trains would not 
be seheduh'd, thus ])roving that merchants are fully alive to tlio 
scu’ious loss whi(;h ihe delay of a few days, such as often 
(K*curs from a bhxrk of gooils at Santahar, may occasion ; 

Fijthly — to r(‘f('r to the impetus likely to be given to trade in Northern 
Ih'ngal, I have it on the authority of an influential railway 
official of long experitmce and high standing that to quote his 
own words * there are prospects of rapidly increasing traffic 
and this increase will bo much more rapid when the great 
obstruction of the break of gauge at Santahar is removed.’ 


On the increased comfort to passengers, from the highest to the lowest, 
wlnui one can gi't info tiie train at Sealdah at 10 o’clock at night and awake 
at 6 o’clock next, morning at Siliguri, I need not dilate. I can only earnestly 
regret that I shall not he hereto ])articipate. Your Excellency in common with 
the rest of us, Darjeeling passengers, realises no doubt the difference that it 
would mean. 

In conclusion, my Lord, I would ])oint outkhat this resolution, if accepted, 
commits Government to nothing, it merely asseverates the importance of the 
matter and asks that the Imperial Government will^ve its serious considera- 
tion if or directly funds are avaiable. I therefore trust that Your Excellency’ft 
Government will not reject my petition.” 



Resolutiom. 97 

Bahu Kishori Mohan Ckaudhuri ; Rai Dehender Chtindi'r ( i hose Bahadur ; 
Ihii Radka (Riaratt Pal Bahadur. 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

My Loid, in this coiinoctinn I may be permitted to point out that there 
18 another line \vhi(*h is (^f inori' urnfent inten^st than tlie openiiijiT o£ a broad 
gauge line up to Sdigun — 1 mean tlie conne‘etion of the Gt^lagari lim' with 
the Ishurdi line. Last yt'ar in tin* Imperial Counc'il in re|)ly to a qm\stion 

by the Hon ble Maharaja Sir Manindra (diandra Nandi it was stated that tin* 

line Trom lsliur<li to Naelioh* via Kampin-Hoalia, wa.s de(‘ided upon, but it 
could not b(i takim in hand lor want ol funds That bin' would tap the jute 
and pad(ly-gi-o\\ Dig jiai-ts ol IJarind to a great exti'iit. and it would also make 
the line' from Kalihar t(^ (ioilagiri a paying oik'. As far as my information 
goes that liiK' has not bt'en working wnll and the fc'rrv arrangi'inent at 
Godagari (or iranshipmt'nt o( goo Is has been abolished. \\ hen it lias Ixmui 
conceded by thi' Im[)(*rial (loverniin nt and tln'suiva'v is eomplete and tdn* 
estimatiMl (jost has also bt'en published in t he India (iaz<*ttf\ 1 b(‘g most humlily 
to suluiiit tai ^ our Kxcadh'iiey that this line should not also be lost sight of, 
and 1 suimiit rhat belore anything is dom* for broaihming tin* gaiigt' of 
tin* line Ix'twet'ii Santahar and Siiigiiri this liii * should be taken uj). In 

conin'et.ion with the broad gaugt* line one thing should Ix' borne in mind- 

The line from Ibigra to tlie Assam line and that, from Parbatipur t.otlu' Assam 
line ai’i' all metie gaiigi* liiu'S d'ln'\ should also be broadt'ued in ortler that, 
full bein^fit of tin* extension might be deriV(*d in tin* mattei or tin' ext(*nsion 
of trade and commerce I beg id submit tliat tin' (M)V(*rnmmit should bear 
this in mind wln'ii l»roadeuiiig t he gaiigi* Ixawt'i'n Santahar and Siligiiri.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said — 

’‘Mv Lord, it is not necessary for nu* to say much upon the nei'i'ssity of 
tilti’ring the gauge of this s<‘ction of the railway. All that can be said on 
this point has bt'mi })Ut bi'bna* t In* t 'oiincil by t in' Iloibble Mr Irwin, but lie 
did not rider to the d iseomforts of tin* passengers at. first but s.aid something 
abc)ut it later on. I slioiild like to put in a word or two ft oni the point, of 
view of ])assi‘iigers. it, may be t tiat tin* making of the bridge at Ibaksey has 
done soTiK' good to the (»win*r of goods. 1 do not know if the making of the 
bridge without tin' broad gauge line from Santahar to Siliguri has been of any 
advantage to iiasseiigers. 1 used loenjov tin* stt'ainm tri[) across tin* river 
lasting Tbout an hour, but now 1 have to get up at 11 oh lock at night to changi^ 
trains at Santahar. If I had any voice* in tin* d«'l(‘rmination of this (juestion 
years a'go I should (lertamly ha\e said that unless you broaden the gauge up to 
Siligurrit is no use making a bridge. It seems that people are not getting tin, 

full benefit of tin* enormous cxpeinliture which was incurred in brniging the 

river Padma I know that tin* Pengal Government have no control ovi^r the 
matter' but it is the concern of the Imjierial (iovernment to act mi tin* advice 
of the Railway Roard. It mav be that the war has rc'tarded the carrying out 
of tin' original idea, l)Ui I think it would not be out of place if we are to ask 
the P>engal (lovc'rnun'iit to mi>ve in the mattcT and get the Imperial Govern- 
ment to attend to our wants and to coinplctf' what must have l>(,cn the 

original idea. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur Raid - 

*• Mv I ord I rise t,r) support tlif n-Koliifion which has l.eon moved, hut I 
j e bu, t,. r’nvprsc the "round wliicdi has already been traversed hy my 
do not wisht ^ > ,nr.vef But tiu-re is one matter I would like to mention 

honbk permission an(i that is this. My Lord, this the last 

Teilrot . cSii where w. h. e .he pleae.re ot ,.»oc,a.i„e^wHh 
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Mr. Irwin. Mr. Irwin has spc^nt over 45 years in this country and we all 
know, specially thos(5 who have* been associatcnl with him in this Council, the 
deep interest he takiiS in tlie welfare of the country and tne well-being of the 
people " 

The President said 

‘‘Order! ()rd(‘r! The Hon’hle Member really cannot go on like this 
wh(ni s[)eaking on tiiis motion. That would bt^ iTavelling too fai- outside the 
line on whirh tliis motion is framed and which dials with the Santahar- 
vSiliguri Railway. He must coniine his remarks to the motion, mucli though 
1 r(^gn4. having to stop him.’’ 

The H oii’ble Rai Radha (diaran Pal Raliadur resumed his seat. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming said 

‘‘ Thf^ Hon’ble Movm* has given an intGrf‘st ing account of the develop>- 
nient of railway comm iinicat ions in Northern Bengal. 4dn‘ future ol su(;h 
railway communications has been tinj snl>ject of very (‘arefnl consid(>ratiou by 
tln^ Lo(;al (R>vt*Tninent . the Railway Board ninhn* tin* Govmuinuuit of India 
and tJic SiM'i'ctary of State, Tlu^ main lim*. of (hwelripment that has Ixaui 
accepttul in principh* is that the W(‘St and east conimunication should lie on 
the metn' gauge and th(‘ north and south communication on tin* bi’oad gauge, 
it is of course widl-known that the pn^smit break of gaugi^ on tin* norlli and 
south hiK^ is at Santahar. and the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin in his resolution di^sires 
that till*- broad gaugi^ systmn sliouid be ('Xt(‘iid(‘ I from Santahar to Siligiiri. 
Now it is the. east' that the ])roj(Htt of sueh an tixlt'nsion was supportt-d by tlie 
Local Governnituit in P)15 and again by the Railway Board under tin' Ciovern- 
ment of India in 1916 ; and in vit'W of sucli support I am in a position to say 
on th(' jirescnt ocfuision that the Ih'ngal Government accept tln^ resolution' to 
this (‘Xtent that tlu'y an* prepanM to send a (‘opy of the ]>roceedingH of the 
present debati' to I he Railway Board. 

The Iasi, iironouneenumt on the subject was that of the Sei'retary of , 
Stati' in 19i7. It was in tln^ following ti'rms. The Secretary of State 
accepti'd in principh' the conversion of tiie ^e(;tion from vSantahar to Parbatipur 
to tin' broad gaugie As regards the line from Parbatipur to Siliguri, tlu^ 
S(^er('tary of Stati' did not deny that tin' conversion of this length of line 
from metri' gaiigt' t.o th(‘ broad gauge was a dcsirabh* object. He thought 
that tin- rventna! extt'iision of tin* broa<l gauge to Siliguri was a work whic.di 
should !)(' ke|)t in view, to be procec'ded with win'ii fiiianeial conditions 
pi'rmitted ; but In' did not think that it c.tuld be regardc'd as comparable in 
point of urgency with many other railway improvements for which funds 
would b(' in'cdtnl after the end of the war, and, having regard to the difficulty 
whic.il wa^ likt'ly to be found for some years in providing sufficient money for 
]}ressing r.dlway n'liuirements. he doubted wdiethar tor a long period it would 
l)(' justihabh' to apjn-opriate funds to the work in question. 

4’hat was the dinhsion of the St^cri'tary of StaU' in 1917. Since, then the 
war has happily I'lided ; and tin* vit'ws of the Railway Board on the conclu- 
sion of liostilit it's art' contained in an answer to a question in the imperial 
Council given on the 1st March 1919. On that occasion the President of the 
Railway Board said that the construction of lines to be financed by Govern- 
ment must del end the provision of funds, and that in view of the urgent 
requirements of opi'ii lineM the money available for new construction is likely 
lo be limited For sonu' little lime to come. Today^he Hon’blo Babu Kishori 
Mohan (Jhandhuri has submitted an alternative proposal for priority of treat- 
ment as regards funds. The project to which he refers, namely, the commu - 
ideation from the north of the Hardinge Bridge to the vicinity of Godagari 



Ifesoluiiom, ^9 

Afr. [I'win ; Kumar Sftth Shelcharf‘Sirar li nj. 

htis b(^en accrpttul m h* l»y il)<* ( iovtM’miu'Mt of Iiitli.i ; but, as lu' lias 

stattn], an intimation hay aln‘ady 1» 'on irivim lii^t the projoct must await t lit' 
provision of funds. 

I li(‘se art' t In^ facts. Sir. ami I avlinit that from the point of view of the 
Ben^d tTovt'i-nment llit' position as rt'C^ariis the north and south lint‘ ih not 
satjslaetory. 1 he B<m^al (iovt'rnmeni eonsitler that an t‘\t<‘nsiini <'1 t ht‘ 
broad jjfan^'t' simjdy as far as 1‘arbalipur is an insiitbeienl stapuh to the eons- 
Ifuet-ion ol tlir IlardiiiLie l>rido'(\ In this ta »n m‘el i(»n, ho\\e\er. ii must bt* 
renioin b(‘rod that t iiere is a maltto' lo'- e( uiy'ral iilat ion or eonsnlat n *n d'ht' 
[)Ossdjilit,i('s which Wte«‘ )»laccd liofort* tln' Secrt'lar\ oi Stat'* wore the 
exttiisionol ih<> broa 1 ^au^e foi- the w hoi * lino f i om Saiiiahii to Sili^uri 
and lh(‘ <loiibliiiiy' ot tht' lui-tit' tjauLre fi'om Santahai to ParbaMpni. It. may 
l)^ eoiisidm'od a mattt'i lor congratulation that tht* Si'cret iry ol Stalo in his 
d(‘cision was at any ralt* not in favou r of t in* second all miat i ' f, namely, the 
doultlincr ol lilt' meirt' i^aii^e Irom Sani.-ihar northwards. If this dtansion had 
been madt', it mnht havt^ bt't'ii a serious obstach* — possibly an obstacle lor ail 
time — against any subsecjUtiit dt'Vt'h^pment t»f the lo'oad tTuu^e on i ht> 
north(*rn st*ction of Kastmm Hentral Kail way. As I liavt' alreatly stated, 
Governmt'Ut art* pia'jiaied to acct'pl. the resolution as it stamU tt> this i'\la*nt 
that a copy of the proceedings will l»e forwaided to the llailway Board under 
the (Jovm-ninent of India.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Irwin said — 

*’ My Lord, in view of the assuranct* iziveii by thf‘ Hon b|r .Mr. t umming' 
I am (juit.c coiii.cnt to let lie* matter rest, but at the same lime I should like 
to jioiiii out that many lakhs oj i u[>ecs were sjient at Santahai on buildmji^s, 
etc., wdii(d), wht'ii the broad t^aui!;e is e.xteiidi'd. as I imatrim*. eventually to 
Silii>’uri, wall Im* waisl(‘ 1. 1 am afraid that when tin* broad i^^au/e is extended 

up to Parbafipiir iIick* wall aiiain be an unm*c<*ssary wasti* o( juiblu? mom\y on 
building's, (Uc.. which would lie useless in course oi lime. 

Tlu* motion wan then put and aiiieed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEIVI No. 20. 


The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shokhareswar Ray nidvi.l iln followlMg 

resolution : — 

Tins l.'ouiu il .vco.nn.cn.S t.o ll..- (;..v.-n,or i,. (Jo,.n..il t l.y ■, 

^ A 1 . i nndert'ikt'ii to savt* llic t owii oi l abiia Irom lurther 

protective works be undtiUkui ro 

erosion by the rivi‘r l^adina. 

He said : — 

uAf T. 1 r nn. Korrv that I have lo brinpr sm h a imrely Irn-al matter 

“My Lord, ,,, solution. I sl.ouM say at tl... nutnot 

before the „„ u,,. part of Your Lxcdlnx-y's ( b-vernineiit are 

that apitl.y and l,„. admire the intiene,- and 

alone ..j- P;a,na xNiidi wlmd, lle-y hav.- ma<le reiM'ated 

preseverence ol 1 1 ' o , (Jovernmeni in tins conmmtion, but I ain 

representation.Oo 1 ^ , (iovernment hardly to.ik any Herimis nut me ol 

constrained V, Government even .ini not think it neecHsary 

their prayy. I j^^e various memorials that have been snim.itted to 

to acknowledge receyt . j honour ami [invilegis 

the Government, iy I , ^t. have asked me to have the matter 

to represent, in this ‘ hope that therehy the wheels of the 

discussed in the Council, hoping agams i ^ 3 ^ 
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Kumar Shih Shekhar esioar Ray. 

Gov 0 rnmt 3 nt might be net in motion. P>om the procedure the people of Pabna 
have HO long followed in this connection, I might ho|)e that the facts of the 
case ar(‘ well-known noi only to Your blxcellenc'y H Government but also to 
Your Exc(‘llency personally, llowevtu' ior t in* benefit of th(' House, I think 
I should give a brief history of the case. 

Pabna is a f)r(‘tty big towji b(‘autifully laid out and is the headquarters 
station of the distriel which is called after it. It is considered as one of the 
healthiest pla(*rs in th(' distriel and has, thend'ore. been a favouritt^ n;Sort of the 
peopb' from th(‘ interior who hav(‘ settled tl»er(' and construct cnl substantial 
buildings. It has a first gradi* colh^ge and a vv('ll-eqni|)])ed teehiileal institute. 
sev(*ral s(dK)ols, a modfd agricultural farm and one of tin' wealthi('st central 
co-operativ(* banks. A big trade' in jut(' is c,arri(‘d on tlu'ri' and the town has a 
a growing prosperous population. A small strc'am jiasses through the town 
and the great river Padma, until late'ly. flowi'd at a distance' of about 3 niile?s 
from the town. Seime sixty years bae'k this riven- Heiwe'ei ]>y tin' town itself, 
but when it changed its course', a high sandy char was fornu'd and inter- 
vened between the' town and the' Padma. d'his char was subseqm'iitly 
inhabitcid by agrie'ull ural population. Kvi'ry thing we'nt on peace'fully till 
1916, when the', river sudde'iily e*hang<*d its ee)U rst' again and Ix'gan to engulf 
the char. The people of the' locality, who are* well conven’sant with the 
vagaries of the Padma, naturally got. alarme^d and moved the authorities to 
take timely action for the' safety of the' t.own. Put the' riv('r was yet far 
away from tdie towm and the authorities jiaid no hee'd to their apprediension. 
During the rains in 1918, wheni Your Exejelh'iie'y graced t he town w'ith a 
visit, th(^ river had made further encrejae-hna'iit s and had in fact swallowed 
up the wholes of the char and also a ). 0 ])ulous )iort,ie)n of t in' towui it sell and 
actually thre'.ateneuJ the Governmeuit (hre*uit House' Ituilt at a gre'ai cost. 
The people of Pabna were' quite Irightened by this tiim*, and in their addre^ss 
of welcome to YTnir Excellency, they brought tli(' fa(9, to Your Excellency's 
notice. They said — « 

‘ We appre'hend that unless some precautionary m(‘asur('s be adopted 
at the close of the pn^sent rains, the civil st.ation itself will be in danger 
of being diluviated during the next rains.’ 

Your Excellency in re])ly was pleased to say — 

‘ The Chief Engineer in' the Irrigation Hcfiart.mcnt has aliauady inspected 
t he sccuK' of the erosion during the prest'nt year. He informs me that the 
river has goiu^ back to tlu' old channel wdiicli it occupied sixty yi'ars ago, 
and he does not expect that further serious ('rosion wdll take ])lace. At the 
same time he projioses to kee{) the position undt'i* careful observation with 
a view to taking such measures as may be found possible, should the 
necessity arise.’ 

It was a great assurance coming as it did from Your Excellency’s lips, 
and the p('Ople of Pabna went away satisfied that their home and hearth were 
safe and that Your Excellency as promise-bound, to quote Your Excellency’s 
owm words, would take such measures as may be found poSHil)le, should the 
necessity arise. Put , my Lord, the experts who in turn had assured Your 
Excellency that no further serious erosion would take place, had counted 
without ( In ir host. Sexm afp'r Your Excellency left Pabna, the river made 
further inroads and went far beyond its old bed, washing awaiy in its 
course the circuit house itself and several other pucca buildings. However, 
the assurance that Your Excellency had given to the people kept up their 
spirits all through the rains. But when the cold wo*ather set in, still they 
found no tangible sign of official concern in the matter, they thought that 
perhaps it was a case of ‘ out of sight out of mind ’ with Your Excellency, and 
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A lunar S/ith Shelcharrstrar 

^ in(Min)rial to Your Kxoollojiry, in wliicli they 
TTiPTriori^l and prayed for protertion. My L(^rd. tdds 

^pr^rofnr f ill ilie liu^re mass of rod~lapes in tlio 

t^L-o does it appi^ar rliat any steps \v<>re 

* now edpr(‘ ol tli(« |KM)pl(‘. Tlien when one ol inv eolleaeiK's had 

actually sent mnoticv of a (iln^sl,o^ on the suhjeet to the Si.eretarv of i (lis 

^ ^ounu 1 . appiMis that ior the hrst tune after Your Kxc*elltniev s 
assuraiut* the authorities la^^'an to take any intt're>l in tlu‘ inatit^r 
’I visited hy our otlicnal eolleaufin* sittiii^^ o|>U)sile, the 
Hon hie the Chiel Kn^rlneor. He was too late. The river was too 
lu 1 at tliat tini(' and it was (‘viihuillv iinpossihh^ for him I o come I o any 
decision as to the proti^etive nieasun^s* to he undertaken. All the same, a 
deputation ol l(‘adin^ townsmen waited on him. A prominent memher of ile‘ 
deputat on wIjo saw iik' alterwants said that In* eoald not make out the 
attitude ol tin* (Tiel hnirineer. It, howevm'. was apparent to tln> disputation 
that the mattm* had not recthviM] any stndous attmilion till then. 'The 
statement that tln^ llon'hh* Mr. ('owley madi^ lofore the House m n‘t>ly 
to the qu(‘stion alri'ady I'ehwi'ed to hy nn*, also makt‘s it clear that in 
s|)it(‘ of \ our Lxca'lleiiey s assurance a yt^ar hack, the mattm* had not Ikmui 
piopeily 1 n \ estiu’atc* 1 hy (he authorities c<m(*tn*in‘d nor any seln“nn‘s had htam 
prejiared liy t hiuii. Mr. ( ’owle\ t Inm stated ; — 


' Tt is not tossihle to stal,<* with certainty to what furtlnn* (‘Xtmit (‘rosion 
wdl continue, hut it is possihh* that the hous(‘s occupie-d hy the (h)lle(‘t,or and 
th(‘ Su[)(‘rinteiid('i]t. ol Polu'e may havi' to he va(‘at(^d. Tin* jvosition was 
inspected hy tin* (diief Kii^nnccr in the Irrigation 1 )epartment on 1 he lidh 
August ; it is iiinh'r the cart'ful observation of the loc^al othc(‘rs of the Ihihlic’ 
Works l)e.partiin*nt ; and a hnther inspecrtion will he made hy tin* ('hn*f 
]Migin(>('r wdicn the i'i\cr h'vcl falls sulVicicmtly. Any }>roj(‘ct for the 
permanent protection of the to.vn and tiov(‘rnment huiMing^ is likely tocosi 
a \’ery larg(‘ sum of money, a lull r«‘port will, how(‘V(‘r. In* siihmitted to 
government wutli the recommendations of t he Thief Engiiiei*!’ of tln^ Ihihlic 
Works Dejiai’tinent as so(»n as tin* ri\er level falls suilicientJy to t'nahh* a 
iriore t, borough inspection to hi* made.’ 


The people of Pahna in despair submitted another mmriorial to Your 
Excidleiicy on the -oth August last. 1 shall quote a few extracts from this 
iiK^iiiorial. They would sjoak tor tln'Uis**! v<'S. 

‘This is the third year sinc*e tin; Padma riv<u' which remameil hitherto at 
a safe distance has hegun its ra\ag(‘s on the town of Pahna In the first 
year of its attack a large char known as Char-Sadipur as well as a portion of 
th(* Icliamati riv(*r, a branch of the Padnia. flowing in a wimling courses 
south and w(*st of tht* town, wa's sw’allowtMl up in the course (jf a h*w^ weeks 
during the rains, and also soiiit* portion ol tln^ Municipal town known as 
Raincliandrapur, Dcwanguiigt* and Sadhu|>ara, etc. Ihit we n'gret to submit 
that last year the t‘rosioii was so rapid that a gn*at portion of ihci town w’as 
washed a vvay together w’ith the Tovtumment (arciiit House buildings to the 
south of the Odlector’s bungalow. Hundreds of towns people were made 
homeless and many valuable gardens and orchards were destroyed. 


‘ This year the Padma has hegun its ravagt'S with tremendous fury, with 
tho result that the frll rivrr is now within 100 yanls from tlu- Collector’s 
bungalow and ab<«t 400 yards from the Civil O-urt buildings. 


‘Judging from the dlily rate of its erosion it is likely to wash away the 
11 or nf land tiiai is tlic reniaiiimg portion of Kamchandrapur, Dewan- 
gTnge, Ssadhupara. etc., and will also swallow up the remaining southern 
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B.ibu Kishori Mi*han (jhaudhurl ; Mr. Curinniog. 

])art of the lehairjati, in which case not only hundre is of (lOUses will be 
washed away, but the. Colh'ctor’s bnni;*alow\ the District and Sessions Judge’s 
bungalow, the Civil Court and Collect orat(* buildings the Pabna Institution, 
the Mission House, the Klliot, Donornali Techni(;al School, the District Hoard 
and Hie Muni(n))al OlHca*. buildings, in fact tin* whole Civil Station of Pabna 
together wil,h tin* (dmrch and niai.y valuable and private buildings and 
hous(3s will collapse, under th(‘ rush and fury of the rivia-.’ 

My Lord, no re[)ly has as yet Ikmui sent to this nnnnorial. 

In January last. 1 was again informed tliat thei'e Wi^w still no signs of 
any proti'ctive nieasiiia^s bein^- undertaken. Asa result 1 havi^ bt^m pressed 
to bring forward this r<‘S(»lution lad’on^ tln^ IlonH(‘. My Lord, this is a v<‘ry 
serious mat U‘r. it involves tln^ very exislmicc^ of a jirosj .m'ous town. The 
river not only idinaitcms the lo^s of projK'rty both public; and private worth 
moi-(; than ^!0 lakhs of rujiec^s, but also rmiders a large miniber of p(*oph' within 
a small area liable to b(Mh‘priv(Ml of tlimr ama-stral homt;s. The feelings of 
till' p(‘Oph^ Hiiu'c^ art' naturally vtuT strong o\on‘ the subject. It touclu^s both 
tlu'ir ))urse and sentiment. 1 can hardly imagine that the (loveninient do 
not rejilist' the gravity of tin* situation. My Lord, now is ihe tinu* for under- 
taking prole(;tiv(' works. Tin; river h^vc'l is now sufticieiilly low and wi^ have 
still liv(‘ iiKaiths h'ft to })Ush on with the works. I jiray, my Lord, that no 
further tuna* Ik; allowed to lu' wasted. 1 appeal on behalf of the i)e()])h‘ of 
Pabna that immediate and adequate steps be taken to save the town from 
lurthor erosion by the Padma ” 


The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said .— 

“My Lord, I join in this appeal. Last yi^ar when I was informed of it 
1 telegra])hed to CoxKwnment. and 1 was assun'd that tin* needful would 
Ik* dom*, but nothing vvas done. J also asked one or t.wo (tuest.iom^ 
on th(^ subjei't, and from the n'plii^s givt*n this morning 1 learn that 
a sum of Ks. 2J>0.(.()() has be(*n providi^d for tin* immediatt; protection of the 
town. Ah t In* circumstanci's an*, tin* sum provid<*d is not aderpiate, as the 
cost of r(*v('tting a mih; is probably not h;ss than 6 lakhs of rupees. There 
is an appndnMision in tln^ minds of tin* Pabna people tliat their fati* is dcKnned 
and the In'adijuarters station will be removed to somew'heri* edse and that 
nothing will lu; S(*riously done for the protection of the town. I am glad 
that atl(‘ntion has lK*t‘ii drawn to tin* subj(K*t and sonn*thing has already been 
]n*ovid(Kl, and I bf*lit;ve that if mon* funds ar(* rt*(]uired tJn*y will bo provided, 
ddn* ]>r(>t(*clh)n of t he town is a iH*(‘(*ssity. and the jieopb* as well as Govern- 
ment will suft\‘r a ht*avy loss if the town is washetl away. If the head- 
quarters statiiui is removt'd to sonn*wher(‘ else that will also be another misfor- 
tune to the peo])le of Palma. 1 therefore join in this appeal and hope that for 
tin' jirotection of Pabna all that can be done will be done without delay.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gumming said 

‘‘ My Lord. I can understand the feeling of alarm of the people of Pabna 
n'garding the gradual encroachment of the Padma river on their town ; but 
I rei)U liatt* al^solutely the suggestion which the Hon’ble Mover has seen fit 
to make that tins matter has not bt'en seriously treated. I do not think that 
the Hon’ble Mover has been properly informed. He has also made the 
assumption that because the loqal people see that nothing is being done 
locally t herefore nothing at all is lieing done. There is also the tacit assump- 
tion that Government are responsible for the protectibn of y«rivate land on the 
banks of these big rivtu’s. Government do see fit on occasion to take 
measures oi protection ; but Government cannot accept any such responsibility 
as the Hon’blc Mover indicates. 



Pesolutiom. 10 ^ 

Tfat Debender Chunder (thone Bahadur, 

view of I lie ia(*t that action has already 
i. ^ hnes sii^rt*sled in tin- rt*solution. (Tovornnient an* pn*- 

paie o accept the lesDlution. Th,. lines on which action has l)t*en takini an* 

in answer wliieli was ^iven al tins morniiii^'s silting; and with 

our xce eiiey s permission ] siiall n‘a»l ili*' reh‘vaiil poriion. 

Government have decided to const met a short hniij^ih of ]>rott*(na vt* 

revetanent at a poinr on the river hank a litili* distance ahoNe ih.' town, 

vy lie i. It IS loped, m ly liav(* tht* ell.-ct ol diverting tin* main ciii'ieni of tlu* 
river outwards on the soiitin*rn hank and lh(‘rel>v cause scour on t hai side 
and avert the (*n)sive ttM)d(niey o{ tin* river opposih* tin* town. 

Ihe propos(Ml work is estmiatt‘(l in (*ost. Ks. ; and it is mti'iidi'd 

to eomplete the rev(‘tmeiit helore tin* emniinj Hood season ’ 

I hat In'in^r so, Sir, it is in(n)rr4*ei lo slat<‘, as has Iw'en staled in a 
pamphlet, which was circiil itfMl to tin* press ih s mnrnin^. hm a c<»pv of wlneh 
has So lar not l)(*eii sent to t h>\ rrnm'‘nl . t hat it is t he int<‘ntioii ol (hun'm- 
inenl to li*a\’(‘ Pahna tons I it.e and lo hnild a nt*w iieadtpiarim's for tins 
district elsewliei’e. Siidi a i‘iinionr is entirely without foundation. 

I slioiild likt* to add that I he two ( 'lind Kni^ine(*rs as wad as tin* local 
(moiin'ers ha\t‘ visited the : Ia( e, hot h dniiiie;’ t lie !non*>o'Mi period and after 
the monso(tn jieiaod ; and I h.iva* per-^miallx ms »ected lie eon htnuis m tin* 
month of Oet.ol.er last. ( )n i hat eeeasi ,ii i he all t tide of | he hK*al « oph- was 
not at all on the hin which He lion hie Mover has thought lit loalopt. 
They tdioroii^hly im<lerstoo<l wlmt tee t’hef lani,nn(‘t‘r ha<l said to them , and 
they understood the posiirni. As slated a 1 ready. I In* r(*sol nt ion Is accept. (‘d 
hecausteiel ion has already heeii tak'-n t(» carry il into cHhet. naniel\, it, has 
htum d(*cidt*d that hejere t le text, mons len a reveim(*Mi will he erect(*d to 
the West of the towm w'hich, ii is hop •<!, will have i In^ <dr*ct w'liich has Inam 
described in the answer t.eilu* (jiiesten this mo nin|^.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur sai I — 

“My Lord, I hav(‘ not that sjM-eial ktnevled^e which tin* Ilon’hle Kumar 
Sliih Sln'kliareswar Pay an I ih** llou’hh* IJalni Kishori Mohan t’iiaiilhnri 
have in tin* mallei-, hut 1 have heen sup ded wuh certain facts and 1 eonfess 
tliat f am surjirised at t le rt-pnd la: lo i ol tie- ohlitranon of i he ( io\a*rnmeiit lo 
protc(^l 1 lie hanks of t he river i'adma i»eems' it will result in the pi*oieeiioii of 
private pro{)eri\ — if ! ha\'e iindei stood \Ii. tJimmiin^^- nt^htly. 1 lake u liiat 
the r(‘sult, woll he as staled, hiii n is not to lx* •• s , >eci ed that w’hen a ealamlt\' 
of this mae-iiitude tliieateij> jn-i\ate piopei'i \ on tlj»‘ hanks of a hiir river that 
the pr()p(3ny ow ner is e.xpecled to protect his property w- th revet nent s of a 
magnitude wliieli is e(]iial to resist the force of the waters of the river. In 
an important malt(*r like tins t L)vt‘riimeMi should lake the work m haul, 
but still as ovvn(*rs of property will ht* considerahly hemdited they sljouJd also 
pay tow’ards the cost of t he uinh'rtak iiil^ ddiat is all l liat the (lovernineni 
can properly sav. Ihil to say that ihe\ hav.- no res..onsihility in the matter 
is an unjustilial)le jiropositioii. 1 am glad l(» ln*ar. however, tliat ^ ;overiim(*nt 
do'not stick to their theory of iion-ohligaMon and are really trying to ereei 
protective^ works hv next monsoon, h has I.ecn siigg(*st(*d tome* that, the 
erosion of th(‘ river ‘towards the town ol Padma was due partly to the huilding 
of a bridge some miles down and to t he i raining works higher up necesKarv 
for the stahiliry of 1 In* hri Ig*. Tin* siigreslion has. I think, some fore. If 

you restrict the courst^ of t-n* tism on on .r i i 

point and break throu^Mi lainl eitln*r on the northern or on the Houiiiern side 

Tliat has ha:.pened in other <-a.se; 
happened in this case also owiii. 

If that be s >, ’ 


point tile water will go to anotlie 
ir on the souilier 

an I it may not he unusual tliat it has 
to the construct on of the Harding»* Bridge* 
then the ohli^dMon of tl.e (ioverument ia quite clear. If the 
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works of the Government have resulted in the injury of private property — 
T am not of eoarse expressing a legal opinion — it seems that the property 
owners have a just claim on the Government for coming to their rescue and 
in hrdping them against future calamities. Therefore. I support this 
resolution." 


The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray said 

‘‘ My Lord, 1 am much obliged for the ac^ceptance of the resolution by 
the GovernnK'nt. ddie people of Pabna will undoubtedly be much relieved to 
learn that the Governmcuit have at last been roused to activity. 1 am sorry 
if any of tin* statemcuits made in my spe(‘(di are incorn'ct, but I should point 
out that they are (uitirely l)ased on information recidved from most reliable 
BOur(!es. My Lord, I gather from th(‘ statenamt made by the Hon’ble 
Mr. Camming that a sinn of Us. ::i,60,0()() is i:>roposed to be s|)ent on \ he protective 
works at pres(mt. Uut a leading citizen of Pabna who is present iiere to-day 
tells UK' that sufficient work cannot be done with this sum He says that 
the prot(‘ctive revetment should be at least our mile in lengtli. I tln^refore 
hop-e that th(‘ whole thing will receiv(‘ lu-ojier and adequalo consideration 
in the light of expcuacmu^s gain(*d during the nt‘xt rains." 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 21. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved the 

following resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in (huincil that stej^s b(‘ taken 
forthwith to improve the pay and prospects of Government subordinates 
and otluu* ministerial officers in various diqiartments under the Government 
of Ihmgal, with a view to give them immediati^ relief from the grave economic 
conditions prevailing at th(> present time. 

He said : — 

” My Lord, the resolution which 1 beg to move is a very important one. 
I have been asked by tlic people of this Province to press this I’esolution for 
the judgini'iit of tin* Council. In one foim or tdu^ other tlu^ subj(‘(‘t has come 
to tht‘ notici' of Government. If I do plead for the subordinates who are in 
the service of Govaumment, I do so under a (‘onviction that Governmi'iit must 
consider tlie justi(;e of their claim to higher salaries than what they now get. 
For various reason the Government subordinates are feeling great difficulty 
in making two ends meet. Th(‘ average prici^ of principal food-stuffs in 
India has l)e(m ascertained {vide the report of the P"ood-stuffs Commission). 
In the year HKH) it was 116; in 1910-13, 105; in 1911-17, 124; in 1918, 
136 ; in 19111, :i35. I am talking about the index numbers average of 1900- 
1909-10. No doubt India e8ca])ed lightly in the first three years of the war. 
(knnpare the average price of food-stufis in- 1919 with that of 19o0. Really, 
without any cuminent. It must be said that the present price has risen very 
high. It has not only pressed very hardly upon the poorer classes and on 
people on small fixed incomes in tlie town, but the effect of them has been felt 
by every section of the community. This is admitted by the Commissioner 
in his report. 

My Lord, in 1909 a circular was issued by Sir H^nry Wheeler, when he 
was Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated 23rd Pecember, containing 
certain arrangements for the improvement of the pay of ministerial officers in 
the offices of the Divisional Commissioners and District and Subdivisional 
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ottices baHed upon a report of the Ministerial Olli(‘ors Salaries Uoraiiiittees 
(Volumes I and II). The subordinates of Govenimenl are thankful to 
Government for an appreeiable increase* of thc'ir salaries in the year 1909. 

In March last I brought a resolution, in which I askt'd (lovernmeiit to 
increase the pay of the chirks. I submitted a tabular statenuuit shewing 
how other Provincial Governimuits increased their clerks’ salaries. 

I wi)uld solicit a refereiUM* to tln^ ruh‘S ])ublished at pagie-i 1812-1815, 
Part I of the (Calcutta Oaz**ttr of the 19t.h XovcuhIkt I'.M9, laying <iown 
certain regulations for the appointments in the rlrrical services aj the Hvmjal 
Secretariat, from which it will be seen that a systton of time-scah^ lias bt*tm 
introduc.ed, so far as the stall* oF tlie Lower Hivision is con(*erned. While this 
measure has given soim^ relii'f toa large number of ill-paid assistants, it is most 
unfortunate* that no steps hav(* been formulated to improve the dt‘plorablt‘ 
condition of other low-paid assistants o/Acr offices. If I lu^ Lower Division 
staff deserves such recognition at the hands of (iov('rmn(‘nt, surely it is tlu‘duty 
of (jovernment to consider the claims of innuiiierabh* ill-paid assistants whost* 
pitiabh' ctondition in view of the present (H*onomie siri'ss beggars all d<‘serip- 
tion. In view of tln^ war (;onditions S(‘V(M-al imu’ciintile and (jomimncial firms, 
the Railway auth()rii.i(‘.s, including th(' Slat(‘-own(‘d Kastern Ihmgal Railway. 
hav(' given substantial incn-imn'iits t o tlicir assistants, but no recognit ion has 
bemi shown to the din^ distn^ss of tin' t)oorly-paid subordinati* ollieers of 
Government in various dc'partimmts. While thanking Government for t he 
grant of war allowance to the wdiole-time Government servants up to a (an*- 
tain limit (5 p('r (amt. of tinnr pay to thc,se drawing up to Rs. 5(1) \a4 this 
ln‘lp is like a drop in the oeiaan. 

My Lord, in the otHca^s of tin* Aca'ountant-Gemmal, Bengal, Comptrollor- 
(nuieral, India Tiaaisuries, and tln^ account oflica's under I In* Postal Dc'part- 
mmit undi'r the (iovc'rnimmt of India, a time-scab* pay has been sanctiomal 
and introlu*ed by sulistautlally improving 1 In' position of tin' assistant s in 
thes(‘ otlica's. If the o(li(a's undt'r tin' Gov(‘rnnn‘nt of India, locati'd in 
(Calcutta, could be nuno l(*lled in ttiis way do(‘S it in»t appear rcaisonable and 
j)r()p(M* to improva; tin* (condition of those otlicerH subordinate to th(' Icxail 
Govc'rnment and bnaata'd in Calcutta ^ 

\ put an int.«3rp(dlation on tin* 19th November last in the Council to 
asci'rtain whether Governnitmt are incliin;d to make an irnjuiry on tin' liin*s 
indicated by the 8alarn's ( hiinmit t('i* in Madras. I’ln; exist(mc(' of ('cointmic 
conditions in this country predicatt‘s tin' serious in*cessity of the ('onsideration 
of this matter. 1 t'nt(‘rtain the idc'a that Gov(*rnincnt will be in a })osition to 
grapple with this •mfxirtant «h‘mand of their subordinates. Tlif'y are diseon- 
l(mtcd with tin' small salaries allowed tn them, while tlu'y toil day and night 
to copt' with the work entrusted to them. It is for tin' Governm(*nt to 
formulate s(3ttb*d rules for the increasi* of the salari(*H of all olhcf'rs, including 
tin* menials. It is my business hen' to-day to bring this fact to the notice 
of tin' Council so that Hon’ble M<*mbers mav recommend to (jovernment to 
allow substantial increase to tin' salaries of tin'ir suhordlnat** staff. 

My Lord, Sir Henry Wluxih'r tohl us in Sefjtc'inher last in the Council : 

* It is p(*rfoeily impossilile for tliis ( jovf'rnment with the best intentions in the 
world to save thoir servants from tlm effects which are eommem over so wid(* 
an area.’ In another part of his speech ho observed : ‘We liave giv(*n relief 
to the extent of Rsi* 4 lakhs ; the full B(r!ieme, if carried out, will ('ost us about 
17 lakhs.’ If I am told why this matter of the increase of the pay of (Lwern- 
ment subordinates is brought to the Council ^ain and again 1 would draw 
attention to the answer to my interpellation in this (Jouned on ?he 19th 
November by the Hon’ble Mr. Payno. He said : ‘ The questiorl^f assimilating 
the pay of ministerial officers in Eastern and Western Bengal is under consi- 
deration. Beyond this, no general inquiry is at present contemplated and in 
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tho existing abnormal oconoinical resources of the province, the time for such 
an inquiry is scarcely opportune.’ 

My Lord, I am led to think that the existence of the abnormal economi’ 
(;al condition argu(‘.s tlie absoliit(* necessity of improving the pay of Govern- 
ment subordinates. The av(nag() | ric<i of the chief food-stiifls lias gone up fc 
a high figure. ’rh(n*e is dir(‘ distress in this quarter and is there no way to 
afford tlieni reli(‘f? 'JMiese nnui cannot purchase food and cloth; they 
cannot proj)erly maintain their family ; yet they 8(‘rve Government and no 
otlier masttu*. They j)ay high rents lor the liouses vvh(*re tliey IcKlge. 

1 am sensibh* of the fact that there is a strain on the finances of the 
Government. 

My liord, is it impossible to ])ro\ ide something for the benefit of thosii 
people for whose cause I am pleading before the Council to-day? My Lord, 
I find that there is an incrcas(; of i)ay in the Civil IServi(ai, the Educational and 
Engineering Departments of Government. The other day I h^arnt that it was 
difficult to get the service of a police constable on a salary of lis. 10. Is 
there no money for tln^ dumb lowly paid subordinates of Government? Can- 
not Gov(^rnment formulate a time-scab*, rule in all offices subordinate to 
Gov(‘rnnient ? The entin^ imTcment will then not be paid in one year. It 
will be no doubt an additional burden on the finances of Government, but it is 
a burden whi(di a sympatheti(^ Government should lx*, called upon to bear 
in view of tli(^ economic conditions brought about l)y the war. 

My Lord, I repeat that the practical part of my resolution is the intro- 
duction of a time-scale in all offices 8ul)ordinate to Government.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said 

“ My Lord, as it is late in the evening ] do not wish to detain the Council 
l)iit I simply wish to support the resolution. ” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“ T also do not wish to detain tlie Council, but 1 join wlioleliearfedly 
in the piteous appeal of the ministerial officers. ’’ 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said 

“ My Lord, I also will follow the example of the previous speakers and 
b(* as bri»*f as possible at this hour of tlie day. 

First of all I invite tin? attention of the Council to the extraordinarily 
wide nature of this resolution which projioses to recommend an improvement in 
the pay and ])rosp(K^ts of Governimmt subordinates and other ministerial officers 
in various offices, which, it it means anything at all, practically means rdiat 
we should take up the revision of the pay at least of everybody who is not 
within tli(^ category ordinarily known as gazetted officers, and the Council 
would ilo well carefully to consider the magnitude of that proposal before- 
they endorse it. 

d'his resolution is not a mnv one. It is an echo of the three resolutions 
wdiich wo had in Dacca in August last, which were preceded by a similar 
resolution in March 1919, wdiich again, in its turn, was | receded by a 
resolution in August 1918. Therefore all the arguments that are available 
are fairly w^ell known to the Council, and my answer to-night will n(‘ce8sarily 
bt* very much by way of repetition. • 

Our main reason on previous occasions, and on this occasion also, for 
demurring to the acceptance of the resolution is not that it does not propose 



1920 .] 


RMQiwtions. 


107 


liai Matiendra Chandra Mitra BaJia:duT. 

in a very lar^re measure what we have done, and what we are doinp, con- 
stantly a» different cases ariHt\ but because, a« interpreted Ijy previous 
speakers and as it would be interpreted by anylxxly who looks at 
it, the resolution apj)arently would require us, in view of tin' fact 
that the cost of living has o-one up, forthwith by a stroke of I In' pt'ii to 
enhan(‘e the pay of all our nou-gazetted ('inployc'os by sonu'thiu^j approaching 
a percentage ecpial to tin* rise in tln‘ (Mxst of living, and that, is a stt‘p whiidi 
it is not practical politics for us to take'. We are perfectly well a wart' that 
prices have risen, and nobody ean fail to be aware of it. wlicii tlu'y now 
press HO lieavily on us all. iiut. as 1 liavt* said on pnn’ious tn’casions, that 
is a hardship from wliicli we cannot relit've our ('inploytM*s altogt‘1 lit'r, more 
specially our clerical cmj)lovt't‘s. It must l»t' tHvidciit to (‘Vt'iybody — it is not 
true of India aloin* — that with the widt* ditliision of tdtuiitoilarv tMlu(!ation in tin' 
world at prefc^tmt a ch'iieal cartHo- is bound to bt' out' of the worst-paid cart'crs 
that any man tian takt‘ ii|), and ldn‘ (‘h'rical service cannot t'Xptn t tin' same 
emoluments as a suc^*cssful inerehant t)r a proft'ssional man can t‘arn. Cbo ks 
delibcTately take nj) a cart^er in which 1 1n' jirospt'Cfs art' poor. Nothing we 
can do can alttu- that fact. 


We have again tin' rcp(‘tition of the old stateiiumt that iin'n^ani ilt^ hrins 
have doin', much for their clerical staffs while (J ivernment liavi* doin' nothing. 
That is not tin' east*. Wt' gave rolit'f on a large st^ah* to our menials involv- 
ing an expt'inliturt' of t lakhs of rupet^s a y<mr ; We gavt* n'lic'f to ehn-ks 
on pay below Rs oO, which involvt^s an (^xpt*nditiirc of Rs. lakhs ; wt' 
have just iinjirovcd tilt' prospects in the lower division f)f tin' Siw'rdariat ; 
wt' liavt' got a furl Ijt'v s(dn*me bt'fort' the t Government of India alleel ing 
menials, which (lakt'n with what we liavt' already done) would amount to somt' 
Rs. 17 lakhs, and wt* art* conti'niplating t In' raising of the pay of lieatl constabh's, 
as also of the ch'rical staff of the Rt'gistration Dt'partincnt. This is merely to 
mention somt' largt'r scliemt's, but there, art*, of courst*, in addition the 
u*;ual isolatt'd instances of raising a |>ay h(*re and a ])ay there. We 
have, t iM'ri'fort*. doin' a good deal atuainiing to oiir rt'.souna's and ac(*ording 
to the n'lativ't' urgt'iicy of difft'rent east's. Tlx're an* iinb'i d many otln*r 
claims ufion us wliicli art' ('(piall}’, if not more, urgmil, and which are pri'sHt'd 
in this ( hiuncil with equal pt'rsistt'iice. How many tunes do wi* In'ar about 
the nei'd of raising tin* pay of It'atdiers in primary schools? How many linn*H 
do Wt* hear alioiil the, (!ase of tin* suh-(i(‘{mt y (ailh't^tors, tln^ (*aHC of miinsitrH 
and sulejudgt's, ami in fact of nt'arly evt'ry cadre in ( iov(*rnment sei vict' ? 
Tlit'refort'. Sir, oiir objecton to thi^ n'solution is that it ('annot bt* interjireted 
in any other way than that of urging us to take action on more gi'in'ral lines 
than it is practicable for us to <lo. Wliat wt' can do In imllvidual (rases wc 
arc doing and will continut' to do.” 


The Hon’bie Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

“My Lord, 1 liavt*, listi'iied to the Hpct*c|i of Sir Henry \Vhc(‘lcr and I am 
disappointed. 1 find t hat tht*ro is no cliatiee for tin* (Govtirnnnml subordinntt's 
to get aii increased pay. On thrtM' octrasions the matter was brought to tli(‘, 
notici' of the Council ; money is forthcoming for other officers in otln'r dt'part- 
meuts. but for these piHijde, tlxi subordinates of Government, tht*re is no 
money. That is ut'ws. Sir, whieli has dishtiariened me. We know the condi- 
tion of tilt' country and tin* Council will arg(*e with nui that tie h(' subordlnatf's 
are In a very distressed condition. In view of tin? want of food and clotlu's 
all over tlie country — all over the w'orld — is there to be no roli(*f for those 
poor mpu w(U-kiiig night and <lay? That is a point which pressed uj>on iiu;, 
and I tiiought it necessar;^ to bring it to the notice of the (Jouncil and GoV(*rn- 
ment. But if no money is available, wliat can be done? Let tbese pi^xir clcrkB 
and subordinates work and work ; they have got no other ina8t(;rs to serve 
and Government have shown no sympathy. What are they to do? 
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I have (lone my duty, I have brought it to the notice of the Council an 
I submit that it is highly necessary that some relief should be afforded 1 
those people. That is all that I have to say.” 


Th(^ motion being proposed a division was taken with the followic 

r(384lt : — 

Ay^n — IS Noes — 22. 


Til 


tton'ble Bahii Siv Narayun Mukharji. 

,, Kurtmr Sliib Sliekliar<‘H\var Hay. 

„ Babii Brojendra Kiabor Hay 

Oiiuidliiiri. 

,, Sir Doha iVanad Sarbadlnkari, 

Kt., c.i.e. 

„ li li Kadha C'barnn }*ul Bahadur. 

,, Dr, Ab<iulIa-al*Mairiiin Suhra- 

wardy. 

Maulvi Abul Kaat^in. 

., Maulvi A. K, Fa/l-ul Hn<|. 

„ Khan Sabib Ainan Alt. 

,, Rai Sri Nath Kay Rahadiir. 

„ Bubii Akhil Chandra Dattn. 

,, Rai Mahrndra Chandra Mitra 

Bahadur. 

,, Babii Kinhori Mohan Chaiidhiiri 


The llon’ble Sir Henry VVJieeler, k.c.i.k., c.h.i 
„ Mr. J. G. Cuiiiming, c.s.i., c.l.K. 

„ „ Sir CharIcH Stevenaon Moore, K.G r 

( v.o. 

„ ,, Mr. H. L. Stephenaon, c.s.i., c.i.K. 

„ ,, Major-General W. 'll. B. ltobin 80 «,t o. 

I.M.s, "" 

,. „ Mr. F. J. Monalito. 

,, Mr L S. S. O'Malley. c.l.K. , 

,, ’ ,, Mr. G. N. Jh*y. 

„ Mr. A. Marr. 

,, „ Mr. M. C McAlpin. 

,, Mr. F. A. .A. (hiwdey. 

„ .. Mr. W. VV. Homelike. i.E. 

,, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aininul lalam 

,, „ Mr. S. W. (lOixJe. 

„ ,, Sir Hajendrtt Nat!) Mookerjee, K.c,j.K. 

,, „ Sir Nilralan Sarkar, Kt. 

„ „ Mr. M (’uthenrt. 

,, Rai l)tdnMider Chuiider GhoHe Bahadur. 

„ Mr. W. 0 . Grazebrook. 

„ Mr. W.H. Phelps. 

,, ,, Mr. H. U. A. Irwin, c 1.8. 

„ Balm Surendra Nath Ray. 


The following members abstained from voting : — 

Tlui Hon’ble Mr. Provasli Chunder Mitter. (m.r. 

„ ,, Mr. Arun Chandra Singlia. 

’I'he following mtnnbors were absent : — 

'file Flon’ble Sir Hijay (^land Mahtah, K.c.s.i.. k.c.i.k.. I.o.^ 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Bin d wan. 

„ Mr. C. F.’ Payne; 

,, ,, Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 

„ Mr. W. II. n. Arden WockI, c.i.k. 

,, ,, Mr. Aminur Hahman. 

n „ Raja Hrisbikesli l^aba, (m.k. 

,, Mr. B. M. Watson-Smyl b. 

,, ,, Mr. 0. A. Bayloy. 

,, ,, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Cliaiidhuri. 

., ,, Babu Bhabendra Cltandra Ray. 

„ ,, Mr. Altaf Ah*. 

„ ,, Babu Mahondra Natli Ray, (M.k. 

„ ,, Mr. K. B. Dutt 

,, ,, Babu Anibica Cbaran Majumdar. 

The Ayes being 13 and the Noes 22, the motion was lost. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourne(^ to Friday, the 5th March, 1920, at 11 a.m., £ 
Government House, (Jalcutta. 


J. F. GRAHAM^ 

Seey, to the Govk of Bengal and 
/ ' Sect/, to the Bengal Legislative Council, 

Calcuti'a, ' ^ 

Tke 16th Feb^iy, 1920 f ^ ^ 

B. 8. Pro..— 6-8-l920--4l8ar— '360-W. C. & uthor«. 



Ahntracf of the t^roib(^^vigs^Ah^J^ngat tj^i§lnttv(* tiounctl asacmhlod under 
the provisions of the Gwerniffent of India Aot, I9l5, 

V Thk Council met in tlie Council Chamber at Govermnont House, v. 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 5th March, 1020, at 11 a.m. 

Present ; 

The rioh*ble Sin Henuy Wheeler, k.c.i.e., c.ft.i., presiding. 

Hon’blc Mr. J. G. Ci mmino, c.j.e. 

"^"he Hon’ble Sir Bijay Chand Maiti vil k.c.s.i., k.im.e.. i.o.m., Maiiak vja- 
DHIRAJA BaHAPUR OF BhROWAX. 


The Hon’blc^ Mr. H. L. S tephexson, c.j^.i., (m.e. 


Th(‘ Hon'blc Major-General W. H. B. Roiunson, ( .il. i.m.s. 


'J'h(' Hoii’bh^ Mr. F. fJ Monahan. 


The Ilou’ble Mr, L. S. 8. O’Mali.ey (m.e 


The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy. 

'J'he Hoii’bie Mr. A. .Mark. 

The Uon’ble Mr. M. (h McAlpin. 

Thie Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, c.i.e. 


The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Hornell, c.i.e. 


The Hon’ble Mr. C. F. Payne. 


^he Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M\ulvi Aminul I»LA.vf. 

'f ' . r 

The Hefci^ble Ihtisham-ul-MclK Raih-ud-Dai:la .^MtR-oi.-y.MRAH /•Kawab 
Sir Asif Qadr Saiyid Wasif ’Ali Mirza Khan BAwi^fiK Maiialat 
Jang, K.t.v.o., Nawab Bahadcb of ||ur.shidabad. ^ 

Tfcp flon’bU SiR Rajendra NAt** Mo^erjer,!^,)^!.^' 
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The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan J^arkar, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. V/. H. H. Arden- Wood, c.i.i:. 

The Hon’ble Raja Hrihhikesh Laha, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. (Jathcart. 

The Ilon’Iile Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter, c.i.e. 

The Hon’bh^ Baiuj Siv Narayan Mukharji. 

The Ilon’ble Habu Hrojendra Kikhor Ray CiiAUDiniRi. 
Tiio IIon’l)le Sir Deba Prasad Sarhadhikari, Kt.. c.i e. 
Tlie HoiiMJo Rai Debender C'hundek Giiose Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. O.^^Grazebrook. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. Phelps 

The Ilon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuki. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman All 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 
Hon’ble BabuSubendra Nath Ray. 

^ ' .t 

Iflie Bon’blfi Babu Kbhoki Mohan OhaudhuiH? * 



Questitms and Anstoers, 


im] 


m 


The President said 

‘‘ Before we proceed with the business that is before us, T have been 
asked to read to f he Council the followin^r letter which has been received 
by the St‘cretary to the Council from Lord Sinlia of Haipur in reference to u 
resolution carried in this Council on the 3rd February last : — 


17, P^LYsiuM Row : 

Calcutta, the iSfh February 1920, ' 

Dkak Sir, 

I to acknowlcd^xe witli thanks your hater Xo. 13()L., of the 

9th February, and shall I'ei^l obliged by your d\ily conveying to t lie Brngal 
Legislat ive (kiuncil my grateful thanks for tli«‘ir ?*(*solul ion ol t h(' 
^rd F*el)ruarv, 1920, eonveving their congrat ulal-ioiis to tin* Hialisli Pai-liament, 
the Right Hon’ble Mr. Montagu and mj^self on t in* i)assage of the la'ccnt 
Parliamentary Statute for the better goveriinumt of India. 

] remain. 

Yours truly, 

(Sd.) SINHA. 


I am desired by His Excellency also to make mention of one other 
matter. It has probably botm noticied by llon’bh^ Members that subsmiuimt, 
to the puhiioation of the report of the rec(>nt Kents Commit ten* there* has been 
a certain amount of criticism of their findings, particularly in the inatt(*r of 
tlie proposal for legislation, and the hope has heen expre^ssed in various 
quarters that at to-day’s meeting of ("ounehl some pi-onouneeinent will he madt^ 
as to 1 he intent ions of the Goveumment of Bengal in the matttu*. I may say 
tliar while the details of legislation are under reforenc*e to the Gov(*riiment 
of India, and cannot jxihlislied pending receipt of tlnn’r orders, it is the 
iritmition of tln^ iJeiigal Government to y^ropose in this t'ouncnl legislation on 
yn* suhj(*ct ol 1 ‘cnts in Calcutta, and we hope to make di^tails of our jiroy^osals 
known in a very few days. ” 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

riie following questions which had been starr(;d W(‘rc ynil and 
answ(*red : — 

By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur; - 

^ 1 . 

[а) Are the Government aware of the fact that there was a very heavy Kpid^ mien 
mortality last year owing to cliolera having broken out in an epidemic ff)rm ti.r 

in Saugor Island and in Calcutta, during the Canga Saugor MpUi, for 
which no adequate medical and sanitary measures were, or could he, taken 
by the District Board of the 24-Parganas? 

(б) Will the Government be pleased to state what precautions, if any, 
were taken to prevent an outbreak of cholera anrl other epidemics at these 
places during the said mela this year ? 

(f) Has the attention of the Governmeat been drawn to the risk which 
the jflhabitants of the locality and the surrounding areas run by being exposed 
to thedanger of infection from the decKunposition of the filth that accumulaies 

during the and whfch is left to rotl . ij*- * t 

Id) If so, are the Governmrtit considering the desirability of takTfig such, v . 
action as they jnay think jiroper for the destruction of such filth cither by " 
burning or by any other suitable method ? . < 
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Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. 0*Maliey: — 

“ {a) and (6) A statement containing the information asked for is laid 
on the table. 

{c) and {d) The HorTble Member is referred to the reply given under the 
liead ' Sanitary precautions adopted after the mela.' The remarks of the 
Mon’ble Member will be brought to the notice of the District Board of the 
24-Parganas.'’ 


Statevicvl referred to in the answer to question No. 1 (a) and (b) (starred) 

There was a severe outbreak of cholera at the 7nela held in 1919 which 
caused regrettable mortality. Inquiry having shown that the arrangements 
hitherto made were not adequate to prevent the outbreak of epidemic disease 
and limit the s])read of infection, (Government intervened in order to ensure 
that satisfactory arrangements were made during the 77iela held in January, 
1920. The arrangements may be classified under four heads, viz: — 

(1) arrangements for the embarkation and disembarkation of pilgrims 

in Calcutta; 

(2) arrangements on board the steamers conveying pilgrims to and 

from Saugor Island ; 

(*3) arrangements at the ynela itself, and 

(4) sanitary precautions after the niela. 


(1) A rraiigemeuts in Calcutta . — The experience of previous years had 
shown that the congregation of sadhus and other pilgrims at different steamer 
ghats in Calcutta was open to grave objection from the public health point 
of view. Ai’rangements were accordingly made for the embarkation of the 
pilgi’ims at Matiabruz in (jaialen Keach under the control of the Port Health 
Officer. He was assisted by the Health Department of the Calcutta Corj)ora- 
tion, which supplied doctors and attendants. The co-oj^eration of the Mar- 
wai’i Association was secured and the labour corps from the depot clo.se by also 
gave valuable help in preparing and clearing the ground. With the help of 
the Executive Engineer, Kidderpore, a large plot of land Avas prepared for 
the use of j)ilgrims. Latrines were erected, shelters constructed and three 
drinking water tanks set up, a continuous supply of water being given by 
the Cor])oration : this supj)ly was greatly appreciated by the pilgrims. A 
small hospital was erected, which was efficiently managed by the Bengali 
(^{)m])any of the St. John’s Ambulance Brigade. Medical office’s inspected 
all passengers as they went on board, and several cases of small-pox, as well 
as of fever and leprosy, were detected and detained. As soon as each steamer 
was full, the Port Health Officer went on board and saw that there was no 
overcrow- ding. 

Arrangements were also made for disembarkation at Matiabmz in the 
event of any outbreak of disease. An Assistant Port Health Officer met the 
steamers below Budge Budge on their return and telephoned to the^Port 
Health Officer the condition of each vessel. They were examined by the Port 
Health Officer at the Surinam depot, and all but twm were allowed to proceed 
to the East Indian Eailway jetty at Howrah and to Outrain Ghat, where the 
passengers were disembarked. Two vessels were detained, of which onj^had 
twm cases of small-pox and the other had two cases of cholera. These patients 
and their conta(‘ts w-ere promptly removed and the patients sent to hospital 
jbj ambulance, the Contacts being accommoda’ted at the Surinam depot. The 
rest of the passengers were allowed to pi»ceed to their homes after medical 
examination. 
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(2) Arrangements on the steamers , — Special rules for the medical relief 
and protection against epidemic disease of persons proceeding by steamers to 
metus were issued in notification No. 2 Marine, dated 6th January, 1020, of 
which a copy is laid on tlie table. The Surgeon tJeneral supplied assistant 
surgeons and medical students to accompany the pilgrims on the steamers 
and flats; they were supplied with outfits of drugs chosen by the Port Healtli 
Officer and paid for by the steamer companies. A small hospital sf)acc was 
arranged for in each steamer and flat. Each flat and steamer was inspected 
and the number that each could carry was fixed; and l>efore they were allowed 
to embark passengers, they were again inspected to see that the water sup})ly 
and feeding arrangements were according to the rules. These arrangements 
were scrupulously carried out by the In<iia (leneral and River Steam Navi 
gation Com[)anies and bv Messrs Hojire, Miller tSI: Co., whose co operation 
Government desire to acknowledge. 


Arravrfpwp7)f!i at ihf* Mela — The Sanitary Engineer, the Deinity 
Sanitary Commissioner for the Presidency Circle and the De[>uty Sanitary 
Commissioner (Dr. (ihosh who was on special duty in (’onnection with the 
niHa\ visited Saugor Island during the Christinas holidavs. and. in consulta- 
tion with the Vice Chairman of the District Board, settled on sites for a 
cistern for a pipe-water supply, latrines and cholera sheds. After his return 
Dr. Gliosh was in constant consultation with the Distric't Board regarding 
medical and sanitary arrangements and with the Marwari Association, the 
Ramkrishna Mission and other (haritable societies regarding medical help 


The Sanitary Commissioner deputed the following officers to the mrlfi ■ 
a Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, two assistant surgeons, and five sub-assis- 
tant surgeons; the Sanitary Commissioner himself was also ]>rcsent at the 
7?ipla and siijiorvised operations on the 15th flaniiary An oflicer of the Sani- 
tary Engineer’s Department was in charge of the pipe- water supply, which 
Government installed at the instance of the Sanitary (N)mmissionoT'. The 
jhstr ict Board employed an assistant surgeon ris medieval officer in charge, a 
sub a.ssistant surgeon, a coinfiounder and two sanitary inspectors, and also 
entertained tw^o food inspectors, who were lent by the Cahaitta Corporation. 
The District Board medical officer took over charge of the disfiensary and 
hospital and the services of two steamer doctors were placeil at his disposal 

The sanitation of the vipla was in charge of the Deputy Sanitary ( Vunmis- 
'^ioner. and eacli sub- assist ant surgeon w\*is placed in charge of a c^ertain area, 
for the cleanliness of wdiich he wms responsible. One hundred sweepers, hiur 
domes and eight sarkars Were engaged A c’ertain number w'ere detailed 
for duty at the hospital, and the remainder was divided into five gangs. The 
largest gang whicn w as under !)? . Ganguli, of the Disti'i'd Bv)ard staff, as' !ste«l 
bv one of tlie Government sub assistant surgeons, looked after the latrine area. 
7 lie other four gangs w^'*e allotted different areas, a tjovernment snh assis- 
tant surgeon being in charge of each. The sanitary inspector Di'>m'>nd 
Harbour subdivision, wms in charge of stores and also helped in the disinfec- 
tion of tanks and other wori. 

f^jOecial caie was taken to protect the sources of wat-er sufiply Of the 
four tanks tlirec, which were reserved for drinking wmter, were fenced roiiml 
and disinfected once a day, w^hile the fourth, which contained brackish water, 
was leserved for bathing and wmshing. and was disinfected twice or thrice a 
day. The District Board engaged 48 Brahmins to lift and distribute wniter 
from the tanks, and no pilgrim wnas allowed to dip private vessels into the 
water. Provision wms also made to prevent \vaste wat>er from flowdng back 
into The tank. At one time the whole arrangement was endangered bv thd’^ 
fact that the Brahmin 'water-carrier.s became tired out and were readv to 
throw up the wmrk tcom fatigue. The situation was saved by the Sanitary 
Commissioner giving them extra help and by recourse to the pipe supply. 
The pumps were kept working from early morning to late at night, and ai? 
unending stream of pilgrims of all classes, including sndhns and high class 
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Brahmins from up-country, drew water from the eight taps. The fact that 
pipe winter was provided was greatly appreciated by the pilgrims. 

Besides the disinfectants provide<l by the District Board the Sanitary 
Commissioner sent 50 gallons of chlorogen and a considerable amoilnt of 
phenyle and crude petroleum. Subsequently the Sanitary Commissioner 
arranged for a further supply of 50 gallons of chlorogen for the pur})ose of 
disinfecting drinking water tanks along the boat and road tracks leading to 
tlie iftp.ld. A supply of cholera vaccine was sent to the wela, while lymT»h for 
vaccination was provide<i both on the steamers and at the mida. 

There were four cases of cholera at the iiudu, but owing to the precautions 
ado})ted there was no spread of the disease; there were also three cases of 
small pox among j)ilgrims returning from the mHa. There were only tliree 
deaths at the luHa, viz., two from cholera arid one from pneumonia. It is 
estimated that there were 50,000 {)ersons at the mida and the result must be 
regarded as creditable to all concerned. 


(4) SajiiUiry precautions adopted after nuda . — Kvery effort was made 
to leave the mela ground as clean as possible. Excreta were buried as far as 
practicable; combustible material was disposed of by burmng and other rub- 
bish w^as collected in heaps and sprinkled with disinfectants. The District 
Board sanitary ins[)ector was sent with a liberal supf)ly of chlorogen to dis- 
infect tanks at the halting places used by the pilgrims, while the Government 
sanitary staff disinfected tanks between Diamond TTarbour and Slukarpar. 


Ritles referred to in the Statevient to cJnvses {a) and {h) of Question Ac. / 
(starred) of the oth March, 

MARINE DEPARTMENT. 

NOTIFICATION. 

The ()th January J920. 

Ao. 2 Marine , — In exercise of the powers conferred by sections 54 and G7 of the 
Inland St(‘ani-\ esscLs Act, 1917 (I of 1917), tlie Governor in Conncil is pleased to make 
the follo\vin;,»' rules for ih«» ])rotcction of ])assen^('rs on julaiid steam-vessels or vessels 
propelled by eb*etricity or other mechanical power proceeding- to nieJas (laii's) againsi 
ihe spread ol plapue and otlN*r epidemic diseases by persons travelling' in such vessels 
iind for affording' projier me(li\.al aid on board sui'h vessels to those passengers who suffer 
I'roin such epidemics or oilier diseases These rules are su])plementary to those published 
under notification No. 8J2 Marine, dated the Ibth August 1918. 


Rules. 

1, Dejiiiition . — In these rules mela means a periodical gathering of a large number 
of people for religious or other lawful purposes. 

2. Every owner or master of a steam-vessel or vessel propelled by electricity or 
Dther mechanical power carrying ])a.s8engers to melas shall have on board — 

(^) a duly qiialitied doctor ^^ith sufficient medicines and vith the necessary trans- 
fusion apparatus for the treatment of cho-lera cases; 

(h) drinking water at one gallon per head per diem or suq^ le.ss quantity as the 
Local Government may prescribe each passenger curried, for supply 
free of charge to the passengers ; and ^ 

(r) a supply of one of the disinfectants mentioned in the list maintained by the 
Sanitary Commissioner, Bengali find in ..such quantity for every 100 pas- 
sengers as may be prescribed in the, said list. 
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3. Even* owner or master of a vsteam-vw^l or vessel propelled by electi icity or other 
mechanical power shall provide — 

(a) adequate st^^repation and hospital accommodation on deck at the stern of the 
steam-\ es‘>:el to the satisfaction of the Sanitary (’ommis.sioner, Benpnl, or 
such officer as he may depute for the purjiose before tlie steam-vessel pro- 
ceeds on lier journey; 

(h) proper facilities for the supply of wholesome fiKnl for juisstMig-ers and the cron- 
trol of such supply of food b\* the sanitary or medical authorities; and 

(c) adequate latrine accommodation to the siitisfaction of the Sanitary (\mimis- 
sioner, Ben^»‘al, or such officer as he may dejiute for the purjiose. 

4. Any jierson committinp“ a breach of any of the above rules exce])tin^»‘ rule 2 ih) 
sJiall be punished with imprisonment for a term wliicb may extend to six months, or uitn 
fine which may extend to five hundred rupees, or with both, and in the ease of a. breaidx 
of lule 2 (/>) w ith fine which may extend to fifty rupees. 


F. A. A. COWLEY, 

Secy, ft) the Govt, of Bengal. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 

* 11 . 

{a) Ls it a fact tliat a time scale of pay has recently been sanctioned in 
the lower gi’ade for the Accounts ollices, viz., the olhces of tlie Accountant- 
General, Bengal, Accountant-General, Posts and Lele^raphs, and Deputy 
Accouiitant-Genei’al , Posts and Felec^raphs? 

{b) If so, will tlie Government be jileased to slate what ai’c tlie i-ates of 
pay sanctioned in tliese ofhces and their maximum limit of increment 
ordinarily ? 

(r) Is it a fact that tlie work required of clerks in these ollices in the 
Jovvei* grade is more onerous and responsible than that of the Bengal Secre- 
tariat in the same grade? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ {a), (b) and (r) The Jlon’ble Member is referred to the replies given 
to-day to similar questions asked by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ra 3 
Chaudhuri.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

* 111 . 

• (a) Is it a fact that of late two Sessions Judges have been employed on 
the trial of criminal cases at Rajshahi ? 

(b) Is it also a fact that the two Government pleaders in Jiajshalii are 
finding themselves unable to cope with the Sessions business? 

(c) Are the (iovernment aware that crime has of late increased in the 
district of Rajshahi to an appalling extent? 

(d) Have the Government instituted any inquiry into the causes of this 

increase in crime in the Rajshahi district? ^ 

(e) Is there any trjitli in th^ allegation that this increase is due in some 
measure to the inability of the Police to detect crime? 

(/) Are the Government in a pcj|ition to say to what other causes this 
increase of crime is due ? 
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Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Stephenson:^ 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) Government are not aw^e, nor have they reason to believe, that 
the two Government pleaders are unable to cope with the work. 

(c) An increase of crime occurred in the district of Rajshahi in the latter 
part of the year 1918, and continued during the first quarter of the year 1919, 
since when crime has steadily declined. 

(f/) Inquiry has been made by the Inspector-General of Police, the 
Deputy Inspector-General, Rajshahi Range, and the Deputy Inspector- 
General, Criminal Investigation Department. 

(e) The allegation is too vague to permit of specific, reply. 

f/) The officers who examined the matter considered that the increase 
was primarily due to the effects of the flood which occurred in the latter half 
of the year 1918, which caused economic distress.” 


By the Hon’bie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

*IV. 

(a) Is it a fact that deputy superintendents of police at headquarters 
of Districts are seldom sent to investigate into occurrences of crime, and that 
when they are sent they are not allowed to remain on this duty for any length 
of time ? 

(b) If the answer to clause («) is in the affirmative, will the Government 
be pleased to state the reason why their experience is not availed of in the 
investigation of cases? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Stephenson: — 

” (a) The functions of deputy superintendents of police are laid down 
in Police Regulations, Bengal, Volume I, Rule 125 (^). They are not gener- 
ally employed in the investigation of cases, but are freely empowered by 
Superintendents of Police to supervise important investigations. Full dis- 
cretion is given to them as to the time to be devoted to the supervision of 
specific cases. 

(b) Their experience is utilised in the supervision of investigations.” 


By the Hon’bie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

*V. 

(a) Is it a fact that vdllage chaukidars are paid Rs. 5 only per month? 

(b) Is it a fact that these village chaukidars are not whole-time men and 
that they are compelled to take up other occupations for their livelihood ? 

(c) Are the Government aware of an opinion that has been expressed that 
these chaukidars can hardly be expected under these conditions to work satis- 
factorily as police officers? 

(d) Are the Government considering, the desirability of appointing a 
committee or of taking such other steps as they may deem fit to examine the 
question of these chailkidars with a view to making them more serviceable 
bv employing them as whole-time min on increased emoluments? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

(a) Under the Chaukidari Act the pay of chaukidars is fixed at a 
minimum of Rs. 2 and a maximum of Rs. 6. Under the Village Self- 
Government Act no maximum or minimum is imposed, but the pay is deter- 
mined from time to time by the District Magistrate after consideration of 
the views of the union board. In most districts of the [irovince tlie f)a\ is 
now Rs. 6. 


(d) and (d) Chaukidars are not whole time servants and their pay is 
fixed upon this basis. The question of making them whole time servants 
has been discussed on many o(‘casions, and the conclusion arrived at was 
that the balance of advantage lies with the present system. It is not })ropose(l 
to reopen the question now. 

(c) The question of the sufficiency of the pay of cdiaukidars in Bengal 
on a part time basis was discussed in the report of the Bengal District Admin- 
istration Committee, where it was shown that the pay in Bengal com|>ai*ed 
not unfavourably wdth that in other jirovinces.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 

*VI. 

(a) Is it a fact that during the short absence during the Xmas holidays 
of Babu Becharam Lahiri, Pleader, Krishnagar, from his Krishnagar house, 
on his visit to Amritsar to attend the Indian National Congress as a Nadia 
delegate, both the General and Intelligence Branch IN)liC(* annoyed his 
servants and children by repeatedly demanding his whereabouts from them 
on six different days? 

(b) Are the Government aware of the fact that Ids departure from 
Krishnagar was announced in a Calcutta daily newsjiajier? 

y 

(r) is it also a fact that the said Ikibu Becharam Lahiri, on his return 
to Krishnagar, comf)lained to the Superintendent of Police, of Krishnagai’ 
about tlie occurrences referred to in clause {(/) and that the Suf)erintendefit 
of Police offered a verbal afiology to him on behalf of the Nadia Police and 
censured the officer in (juestion ? 

(d) Will the Government be fileased to state whether the fiolice had any 
authority to make the inquiries referred to in clause (a) 

{e) Are the Government (‘onsidering the desirability of issuing instruc 
tions to the Police with a view to j)revent the recurrence of such incidents in 
future ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

(a) It is a fact that the Nadia police made certain irujuiries at the 
house of Babu Becharam Lahiri during his absence. No inquiry was made 
by the Intelligence Branch. 

(6) No. 

(c) The Superintendent of Police immediately took yp Babu Becharam 
Lahiri’s complaint and found that unnecessary inquiries had been made in 
a tactless manner by his subordinates. He at once took disciplinary action 
and expressed his regret to Babu Becharam Lahiri for the trouble and annoy- 
ance caused to him. 

(cT) The police officers concerned exceeded their authority. 

(e) Disciplinary action has been taken in this case, and Government do 
not consider it necessary to issue general instructions/' 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

[Answers to which were laid on the table.) 

By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari:— 

1 . 


[5ih March 


{(i) Will tlie Government be j)leased to state whether they are consider- 
ing any proposal to strengthen the cadre of the Provincial f^liicational 
Service with a view to promote headmasters of Government high schools 
to that service? 

{h) if the answer to {a) be in the aflirmative, will the Government be 
j)lease(l to state when effect will be given to that j)roposal? 

(r) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they contemf)late 
tlie inclusion of lecturers in Government Colleges in the Provincial Educa- 
tional Service? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

{(i) and {b) Government have sanctioned, with effect from 21st Se])- 
tember, 1919, the addition to the Provincial Educational Service cadre of 
])osts to be filled by headmasters of (jovernment high schools. 

(r) Phis measure is not at present contemplated by Government. The 
lloirhle Member is referred to the explanation given by the Ilon’ble Mr 
Wordsworth on t5th March, 1918, in rejily to a resolution on the subject 
moved by the lIoiEble Babu Kishori Mohan CTaudhuri." 


By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari: — 

2 . 

(c/) Will the Government be pleased to state - 

(/) whether it is a fact that a graduate of the Calcutta University, 
who may specially distinguish himself as a member of the 
Provincial Civil Service, has a fair pros])ect of promotion to a 
post in the Indian Civil Service and of rising to i jiay of 
Rs. 1 ,500 a month; 

(//*) whether it is a fact that a graduate of the CaUntta University, 
who may specially distinguish himself as a member of the 
Provincial Educational Service, has nov; very poor prospects 
of promotion to a ))ost in the Indian Educational Ser* ice and 
of rising to a })ay of even Rs. 1,000 a month ; and 

(Hi) whether it is a fact that none of the eight officers of the Provincial 
Educational Service recently ])romoted to the Indian Educa- 
tional Service will be able, even at the age of 55, to rise to the 
maximum pay of the incremental scale recently sanctioned for 
the Indian Educational Service (viz., Rs. 1,250)? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to state whether in future f after 
the Services have been reorganised in accordance with the recent orders of 
the Secretary of State) a deserving Provincial Educational Service Officer who 
may be promoted to the Indian Educational Service will be given a suit- 
able increment of pay at the time of his appointment to the Indian Educational 
,Servic*e so as to enable him to reach before retiremenjb the maximum pav of 
the incremental scale of the Indian Educational Service (Rs. 1,250), and, if 
possible, to have also an opportunity of rising to a selection grade before 
siioerannuation ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 


“ (^/) (/) An officer of the Provincial Civil i>ervice who specially dis- 
tinguishes himself has a pros})ect of [)romotion to one of the eleven superior 
posts of Magistrate or Judge which are listed as open niemhei’s of that 
service The maxinuiin pay at present attaching to thes^^ posts is Ks 1,000 
(executive) and Rs. 2,000 (judicial): the miniiuuin is Rs. 1,000 (exeiaitive) 
and Rs. 1 200 (judicial) 


(it) and (///) Until recently, the Indian Kducational Service and the 
Provincial Educational Servic*e were held to he parallel services though on 
different rates of pa\ and prospects The former service was manned almost 
exclusively by Europeans and the latter l>y Indians W’hile this arrange 
ment lasted a graduate of the Calcutta University had no prc^spects of pro 
motion to the Indian Educational Service, cnen though he might specially 
distinguish himself as a member of the I'rovincial Kdnc‘ationa] Service, and 
his pay c'ould not I’ise above Rs. 700, which is the maximnin pay of the' Pro 
vinciai Educ ational Service Whem, a short while ago, the above t>rinc‘iple 
was discarded and a few members of the Provincial Ihlucational Service had 
to be selected for the Indian bhluc'ational Servu'e, the oliic’ers selcH'led wcm ’ c * 
naturally senior members of the service manv of whom aie about to attain 
the age of superannuation It is therefore probalJe that ncjiie of the' ollicvi’s 
reccmtlv promoted from the Provincial I’hlucational Servic'c^ to thc‘ Indian 
Educ'ational Servic-e will attain the pay of Rs. 1,200 by the time of their 
retirement 


(h) It appears probable from sucii orders of the Sec-rciary of State as 
liave already Ihhmi I’eceived on the subjec't tlial a c*onsidei’al)!e numbcM’ ot the' 
Provincial balucational Servic-e ofhc‘ers who will hereafter l)e promoted to 
the Indian Educational Service will attain th(‘ niaximnni pa\ of the Indian 
Educ'ational Sei-vice and also have the o])|)ortunit\ of rising t,o a selcniion 
grade before superannuation, but no precliction can be made in a mattei’ of 
this kind with anv degia^e of certainty, bcnaiuse the age at uliicii the Pro 
viiuial Educ'ational Service* oflic*er concerned is selected for promotion to 
the Indian falucational Servic-e will be a determining factor " 


By the Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq: 


3 . 

(<^/)Is it a fac t that the cierks of the ollic’os of the Heads of I)('|)a,ii- 
ments attached to the Rengal Secretariat have submitted mcmiorials to 
Hi^ Excellencw for the revision of their pay ? 

(h) If so, wJiat ste{)s have l)een taken b\ (Government on those memo- 
rials? wjJSiI 

(c) Is it a fac*t that the f)ay of ederks in the offices of the Accountant- 
fTeneral, Bengal, Controller of India Treasuries, Accountant (General, I’osts 
and Telegraphs, Eastern BeIlf^'ll Railway, and those em[>loyed in other 
railways and in commercial offices has already been increased? 

(d) What steps (if anv) are the Government of Bengal taking in the 
matter of increasing the pay of their own clerks ? 

(p) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative 
statement showing the average increase in the cest of living since 1910? 

(/) Is it a fact that the clerks of the offices of Heads of Departments 
have received no increase of pay since 1911 ? 

(q) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any .-.leps are 
contemplated to increase their pay ? 
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(Ji) Is it a fact that Government have recently revised the pay of the 
lower grade clerks of the Bengal Secretariat ? 

(i) If so, is there any special reason for not san(‘tioning a revised scale 
of pay to the clerks of the Heads of Departments located in Calcutta? 

{]) Is it a fact that recruitment in the clerical service in the Bengal 
Secretariat and attached offices is regulated under Bengal Government 
Notification No. 13603-Mis., dated the 14th November, 1919? 

{k) If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether there is any 
special reason for differentiating between the minimum pay of the clerks of 
tlie attached offices and that of the Secretariat clerks ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

" ((i\ Yes. 

(5) The clerks were informed that owing to financial stringency the 
])ro})osals could not be entertained at present. The question of raising the 
niiniinuTii r)ay in the offices of Heads of Departments in Calcutta to Rs. 40 
is now iimler the consideration of Government. 

(c) Yes, in the offices named and in the Eastern Bengal, East Indian 
and Bengal Nagpur Railways. No information is available in respect of 
other Railways. 

{(i) The pay of Lower Division (derks has been revised by Government 
order No 608 T.- F., dated the 25th September. 1919. 

(c) A statement is laid on the table. 

(/) No. 

(g) Vide answer to (b). 

(//) Yes. 

(/) V id e answer to (h) 

(j) Yes. 

(/•) As work in the Secretariat is more responsible than and is of supe- 
rior character to, that in the offices of Heads of Dej)artments, it is considered 
justifiable to fix a higher rate of pay for the Secretariat clerks than is given 
to outside offices.” 
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By the Hon’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem:— 


4 . 

{a) Is it a fact that on the 5th February, 1020, Mr. Fraser, i.c.s., Addi- 
tional Sessions Judge, Barisal, ordered a Muhammadan gentleman sitting 
in his Court to stand up with his hands uf)lifted and face turned towards 
the wall and nose actually touching it? 

{h) If so, will the Government be pleased to state what steps they are 
taking in the matter ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ («) Government have iiKpiired into the matter, and the facts are as 
follows: — 

A witness for the Crown, who had been detdared hostile, was seen to 
look at one Hamez Khan, who was sitting in the Court, before answering the 
questions j)ut to him. The prosecution pleader drew the Court's attention 
to this and stated that Hamez had nodded his head to the witness. 
Mr. Fraser ordered the man to stand up and asked him in Bengali to explain 
his conduct. Mr. hd'aser })ointed out that lie was lialde to prosecution for 
his conduct, but, instead of instituting proceedings, he ordered a cliaprassi 
to put Hamez in a corner of the room with his face to the wall and his hands 
above his head, and directed that he should remain in that ])osition foi* half 
an hour. Hamez Khan actually remained in that position for twenty minutes, 
and was then released. Hamez Khan is a villager who was looking after 
the case for the accused. 

{h) Mr. Fraser has been informed that his conduct in this matter was 
undignified and unwarrantable and that it is viewed by Government with 
grave displeasure.’' 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha: — 

5 . 

{a) Is it a fact that the Montear Ghona or Noakhali Khal, which 
runs along the east of the town of Noakhali, has washed away a large tract 
of land, including many houses and a road of the Distrnd Board leading to 
the railway station, rendering many residents in the neighbourhood homeless? 

{b) Is it also a fact that it is now threatening^ tlie new road to the 
station constructed by the District Board, the new Zilla School site, the Jail 
compound, and other public and jirivate properties in the north of the town? 

(r) Is there any proposal before the Government for straightening the 
bend of the khal at a place called Bariaghona, which is expected to stop 
further erosion of the town ? 

(d) If so, will the Government be pleased to say when the work is to be 
carried out? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Tn November, 1916, and again in 1919, certain inhabitants of the 
town and adjoining villages submitted a petition to the Commissioner of the 
Division praying for the diversion of the khal at Baraiyaghona. It was then 
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I by the local Engineering and Civil officers that any short-circuiting 
khal at or near the town would, apart from any question of cost, 
e the velocity of the stream in a shorter channel, and almost certainly 
still more dangerous erosion either above or Mow the present erosion. 
Ltter was accordingly dropped. 

) The question does not arise." 


Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 


Are the Covernment aware that there is at present an epidemic out- outi-miU of 
f beri-beri in the town of Howrah ? luTiau-n m 

) If so, have any steps been taken by Covernment to (‘heck the spread 
isease ? 

) Have the Covernment made any in(|uir\ as to the cause ot the epi 
ind as to whether it is due to tlie use of mustard oil adulterated with 
‘ oil extracted from pa/cra seeds, which contains the deadly poison 
as Hydrocyanic Acid 

■ by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: - 

[(j) There is no outbreak of beri beri at present in the town of Howrah, 
re is an outbreak of (Epidemic dropsy to whic'h the Hon'ble Member 
y refers. 

) The exai't cause of epidemic dropsy is not understood and the Sani 
immissioner with the (ioternment of India has been asked to move the 
l^esearch Joind Association to depute a skilknl bacteriologist for work 
lection with the outbreak. A Deputy Sanitary (Commissioner is 
at work in Howrali; tin* Municipal H(‘alt]i Officer is exercising the 
sufiervision over foodstuffs; and four extra medical officers liave also 
ppointed for the detection and treatment of the disease 

Inquiries are being made as to the cause of the epidemnc, but opinions 
iresent divided as to whether it is due to the use of iiiifuire mustard 
[ot A co])y of circular \o 74, dated 27th August, Ibib, issued b\ 
itary (V)mmissioner on the subject of mustard oil adulterated with oil 
ed from jHikra seeds is laid on the table 

/• referred to i?} the arisiver to (juestiou No. r, (uiistarred) of the weetimj 
of t’jt h Mo rch , 7 U . 

CIRVVLAH NO 74 


Dr. (c. a BENTLEY, m.b., n.r.n., d.t.m. A n., 

Sanitary Coviwissi oner for Bevqal. 


The chairmen of all MTTNICIPAL1TIE8 in BENGAL 


Dated Calcutta, the 27th A ugust liUU. 

ts, 

The Calcutta Municif)al Corporation has notified that it has 
ought to the notice of its Health Department that mu.«tard oil 
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adulterated with oil expressed from paka (otherwise known as pakra, kusum 
or hern) ««eeds is being sold as mixed mustard oil. This mixed oil is unwhole- 
some and unfit for human consumption, being injurious to Ijealth. Vomiting 
and other disagreeable toxic symptoms supervene on its use. The local 
public have been warned against the use of such a mixture and measures 
initiated for dealing with traders selling it. As the distribution of the adul- 
terated oil may probably spread beyond Calcutta, I have the honour to 
suggest that you will be so good as to take steps to caution the people of your 
town, by beat of drum and issue of notices, against the use of the mixed oil. 
Subject to the payment of a small fee to be prescribed by the local Govern- 
ment under the Bengal Food Adulteration Act. 1019, any sample may be 
sent to my laboratory at No. 2, Convent Lane, Intally, Calcutta, and the result 
of the analysis will be reported for such further action as may be considered 
necessary. Intimation of the despatch of samples to the laboratory should 
be simultaneously made separately to me. 


I have the honour to be, 

Sirs. 

Your most obedient servant, 

CHAS. A. BENTLEY, m.b., d.p.h., d.t. m., & h., 
Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal. 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

7 . 

{a) Are the Government aware of the serious inconvenience suffered by 
the travelling public on the East Indian Railway, Naihati Branch, at Garifa 
station, arising mainly from the following ciT’cumstances:-- 

(/) there are no waiting-rooms for the several classes of passengers, 
and 

[it) there are no platforms ? 

(&) Are the Government considering the desirability of suggesting to the 
railway authorities that action be taken for the removal of these grievances? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

(a) No. 

{h) The attention of the East Indian Railway authorities will be drawn 
to the alleged inconvenience.’’ 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

8 . 

{a) Are the Government aware that ordinary return tickets are issued 
by the Eastern Bengal Railway ? 

{h) Are the Government considering the feasibility of suggesting to the 
East Indian Railway authorities the desirability of introducing the issue of 
ordinary return tickets and week-end return tickets on that railway? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

fa) Yes. 

(b) The attention of the East Indian Railway authorities will be drawn 
to the desire which has been expressed in the question that the concessions 
of ordinary* return and week-end return tickets should be reintroduced.” 
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B Hoii’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

V - • 

* 

r) Will the Government be pleased to state what are the educ ational Tii. post of 
cations of the present officiating Director of Agriculture ? 

it a facjt that the Public Services Commission has recommended 
le post of Director of Agriculture should Idc held by an e\j>ei’t ! 

■) Have the Government accepted this recommendation ? 

1) If so, what interpretation do they attach to the word expert? 


r by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

(a) Bachelor of Science. He took two courses, one in Agruaillure 
e other in Science. 

) The Public Services Ccnnmission recommended that ollicms of the 
Civil Service should cease to be apj)ointcMl Directors of Agncullure 
lat rural commissionerships to control the work of the cgiiculliu’MJ 
n\ veterinary dej)artiiients, the co-operative (Tedit inoveintMit, juid tlie 
‘es taken for the improvement of arts and crafts should be ap]>oiiited 
le Indian Civil Service in })rovinces where efl’ective control is not already 
lot otherwise be provided. 

The matter is understood to be under the consideration of the Govern 
f India and the Secretai’v of State. Since, howevei*, the year lhl() th(‘ 
Director of Agriculture in this Province has been held snccessi\ely 
!srs, Milligan and f'inlow, both of whom a?*e expert ollu ers ol th(‘ 
Itural Department and neither of whom is a. member* of th(‘ Indian 
ervice. Mr. Finlow is now acting for M.r Milligan, tlu' permanent- 
ent. 

y Tho question does not arise.’' 


Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur; — 


•e the Government taking any stejis for the establishment of ( hty ( 'our*ts i.>MiH)imrnt 
aitta, pursuant to the resolution passed at a meeting of the Ihmgal '’*^*"**^ 

tive Council held on the 7th April, 1915? 


' by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy: — 

In view of the opinions received from the High Court and the major 
aublic bodies con.sulted the matter was drojiped in 1917.” 


Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 


) Are the Government aware of the gradual artificial accretions to Ariiii<i!ii 
inks of the ri^er Hooghly caused by the building up of walls bv mdl to 

^ >. o ^ ^ o I ^ 1 ^^ H(^oghly, 

What steps (if any) are the Governmen(^ taking to prevent the lujild- 
of these walls'? , 

I Are the Government'^takiftg steps to assess revenue upon the lands 
' encrjpached upon? If.^oi, why not? 


8 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley;— 

“ (a) Yes. 

(5) Within the limits of the Port of Calcutta the Port Comr^issioners 
tajce the necessary steps to prevent such erections without the specific agprovai 
of Government. Outside the limits of the Port the Coimnisisioners of the 
Presidency and Burdwan Divisions are under Government Order regpKjnsible 
for the conservation of the river. The question of the issue of a Notificatior 
under section 4 {1) (a) of the Indian Ports Act (XV of 1908), conferring 
on the Port Commissioners the power of Conservators of navigable rjvei 
channels of the Hooghly leading to the Port of CalcutUi, north of the northerr 
limits of the Port, is under the consideration of Government. 

(c) Revenue on encroachments will be generally assessed during regular 
diara surveys under Act IX of 1847. Above Naihati such surveys are being 
undertaken in accordance with Notification No. 785 L.B., dated the 21st 
January, 1918, published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 23rd January, 1918, 
along with the survey and settlement proceedings now in progress in the 
district of Nadia. Below Naihati such surveys will be undertaken along 
with the survey and settlement operations in the districts of Hooghly, Howrah 
and the 24-Parganas. According to the f)resent programme settlement 
o[)erations in the Howrah and Hooghly districts are expected to commence 
in the year 1922, and those in the 24-Parganas are expected to commence in 
1923. Government however, reserve the right to charge rent for encroach- 
ments on the foreshore at any time.’' 


AcuidontB on 
Mefisr^. Mai t in 
& Co.’h line 
in Uourali. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

12 . 

(a) Will the Government be })leased to state how many accidents have 
been caused on the line of Messrs. Martin A Co. , in the town of Howralj, during 
the last five years? 

(h) What precautions have been ado])ted to prevent such accidents 
ha[)j)ening? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of ascertaining 
whether these precautions -are adequate and are strictly followed? 

(d) Have the Government considered the advisability of removing the 
line to a safer phu^e, such as the East Indian Railway yard at Howrah T 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


“ (a) The total number of accidents of all kinds during the past fUre 
years was 59. Of these, 33 were of a technical nature, derailments, etc., 
not involving injuries to persons. The remaining 26 were accidents result- 
ing in injuries which in six cases proved fatal, viz: — 

Tojnissengers ... ... ... ... 5 

T 0 railway servants ... ... ... S 

To public wayfarers ^nd trespassers ... ... 15 

To animals ^ ... ... ..* 3 


The six cases in which accidents proved fatal consist of — 
Railway servants 
Cartman 
Male trespasser 

Female trespasser ... ... ^ 


s 


2 

1 

1 

2 


(b) The working of the^rjailway is goveined by certaiifcjeections of the 
Railway Act which provide sudi precautions as are coaeidered n^essaiy.jt, 

(c) ' Thenecessity for an inquiry of the patale suggested has^ot arisen. 

(d) No.’’ : 
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By the Won’bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta;— 


13 . - 

"{a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the residents of Noakhali submitted several petitions for straightening the 
bendt)f the Montear Ghona Khal, at the place known as Bariaghona, as a 
measuf^ for protecting the northern portion of Taltali Ward of the town of 
Noakhali from erosion ? 

(6) Have the Government considered the advisability of the course 
suggested ? 

(c) What steps are the Government taking to sto[) the erosion of Noa 
khali town from three sides, namely, from the south by the river, and from 
the east and north by the khal ? 

{d) Will the Government be pleased to state what decision, if any, has 
been arrived at as to the course to be ado[)ted about the town of Noakhali ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

a) Tli(‘ Hon’hle Member is r('ft‘iTed 1 o i he answer gi V(‘n to (jiiesl loii 
c) asked by the Hoirble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

{b) The suggestion did not come uj) before GoverniiuMit. 

(c) No measures are being taken with a view to arrest erosion In tins 
connection the Ilon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to (juestion 
No. XLII at a meeting of the Council on 20th November, 1917. 

{(i) No final decision has yet been made as the necessity for abandoning 
the 'present town has not yet arisen. In this connection the Hon’l)le Member 
is referred to the answer given to (juestion No. LTV at a meeting of the ('onmnl 
bn the 19th February, 1918. Since then temporary buildings have been con 
structed on the acquired land at Sonainir to provide for the acconiinorlation 
of those officers whose residences at Noakhali are likely to be affected in th(^ 
near future by the erosion of the coast wdiich is still in progress.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

14 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state tlie following particulars 
about the lascars of Bengal : — 

(?) the number of lascars which Bengal contributed during the grpal 
war to the ports of (a) Calcutta, {t>) Chittagong, (c) Rangoon, 

{d) Bombay, and {e) Colombo; 

(n) the numlier of lascars which Bengal sent to Tigypt, Natal, Croat 
Britain, Cape Colony and Mesopotamia, during the last war; 

(m) the number of Bengal lascars who lost their lives through the 
inclemency of the climate during the last war, together with the 
names of places where they died; 

{iv) the number of Bengal lascars who lost their lives during the last 
war through enemy action, together with the names of [)la(u*s 
where they died; and 

(r) the total number of Bengal lascars who gave their lives for the 
Empire dwing the great war ? ^ 

^ (5) Is it a f^t that the Port Officer of Calcutta has recorded that 
during the h^t war no Bengal laecars refused ie go to sea from fear of enemy 
action even,«after previous exparience on a torpedoed ship? 

3 a 
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TroatiiK lit of 
political coii\ ic(R 
in the h’aishiilii 
Central Jail. 


(c) Are the Government aware of the opinion that has been e-^j^pressed 
that the Bengal lascar was the mainstay of the ocean-going stean^ers during 
the great war ? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative 
statement showing the pay received by the lascar of different nationalities in 
the vessels in which the abovementioned Bengal lascars served? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:- 

“ («) (*■)- 


((f) CiilcMiOa 


... 

. 

... 106,627 

( />) r/hittafjon" 

... 

... 

... 

l,76r> 

(r) Uanjjfonn 

... 


... 

5,947 

(,/) Boml)ay 


... 


16,242 

(a) (Colombo 

... 



7,428 

(«)— 




... 

234 

>>atal 

• •• 

... 


l.U 

(Jreat Jnitaiii 

« • • 


... 

... 2.541 

(dolony 

McHopotamia 



... 

... 1,795 

541 ® 

lart^t; number wa? 
nent ibruiiph the 
Inland W.iLer 

Tianhj>urt and 

M lilt, ary Itecnnting 
' Officerg, 

UtluT Ports 

• • • 


*•* 

... 7,417 


(a) (in) Sixteen lascars died on voyage from London to Murmansk 
and seventeen died at Archangel. 

(a) (in) rhght hundred and four; the names of places where tlie lasc;ars 
died are not known to Government. 

(a) (n) Eight hundred and ninety-six, including twelve injured seamen. 

(b) Yes. 

(r) Yes. 

(«')- 

Ratloip Fii^’nu'n SLcwaul^ 


Per 

mensem. 


Per ]\*r 

nu^nsom. mensem. 


Indian 

JJritisli 

West Indians v 

Aralis 

Somalis 

Pliinese 

(Joanese 


Kb. 18 to Us. 25 

Us. 23 

Us. 3:; 

£ IMO-U 

£ 12 

£ 10 

£ 11-10-0 

£ 12 


£ 7 

£ 7 



Us. 


(West Indians, Arabs and Somalis sign on British Articles of Agreement.) 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

15. 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is any truth in the 
allegation that the political convicts in the Rajshahi Central Jail are 
treated with great severity and that they have gone on hunger strike since 
the 26th January, 1920, as a protest against the maltreatment to which they 
are subjected ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson 

“ I'here is no truth in the allegation that politiejal convicts in the Raj- 
shahi Central Jail are treated with great severity. Orx.^Jhe ‘ 26th January 
last the Superintendent of the Rajshahi Central Jail had occasion to take dis- 
ciplinary action against Lali^ Mohan Ghosh, a conviq^ who is serving a 
sentence of 7 years' imprisonment for dacoity. By somermeansLpr other the 
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State prisoners who are confined in Rajshahi Jail under Bengal Regulation 
ITT of 18f8 came to hear of this incident and went on hunger strike us a 
protest. The hunger strike lasted only 24 hours. ” 

By tfie Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

16 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state the following particulars about 
Mr. D. B. Meek, of the Indian Educational Service, viz:-- 

(?) what are the different a{>pointinents which he has held under the 
Government ; 

{ii) the date of commencement and of termination of each such 
appointment; 

{hi) the pay he received in each appointment ; and 

{iv) what especial qualifications or exjierience entitled him to the post 
of Director of Industries? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. IMarr:— 

(/), {ii) and (///) A statement giving the information required is laid 
on the table. 

{ir) As Assistant Controller of Munitions and (^mtroller of Munitions, 
between which posts and that of Director of Industries there was a very close 
connection during the war, he had acquired a special knowledge oT the indiis 
trial needs and possibilities of the province.” 


State nwfit referred to in the nfis/rer to question So. W [i)^ (ii) and iii), 
tins! a I red, shofrinq tfie a jijnnntments held hq Mn 1). H. Mkkk of the 
Indian Ef/ucat Zonal Service leith dates and paij. 


• 

.A li’i'IN l,MhN'l lIKIh 

Da IKS OF COMMKA’CI' Mi:\ 1 

ANl' TKRMIN \'I ION 

Pa^. 


From 

To 

Its. 

1 

2 

j 

i 4 

I’rufePHorhInji of Oaoca 

Collogo 

j . 

; 12-2- UUl 

.30-6 1016 

1 

Tiirio Kcah- pa) Its. ridd — 1 ,ddd 

of tin* Indian Fdncal miial S(m vicr 

Special in tli(j Metoorolo 

gical vSimla, iindci the 

Ciovcrnnn nt ot iiidiu, Hrvenue 
and Agriculture Dcpartiiieut. 

i-7-r.m; 

1 

i 

y 1 i-iyi6 

Turn* m ale p;^^ .,f Kv ridO- .0(1 — 1 ,Odd 
of the 1 n<ltan Kdiicational Sotnicc 
depnlulion allow of jin. l,h(j 

j)«‘r iinMisein. 

ProfpHKiirsliip of iMivsics, 

I)uc('u Coll'-go 

' Ill'll uiir, 

i 

y fj iyi7 

, 1 

Tiiin- s( ale pu) of Km 50(1—60 — 1,000 
of Iho Indian FdiicatomaJ S»hvice 

ProfesHiirship of IMimiics, 

PresidcncT' College. 

Post of Meteorologist, Calcn ta 
(ill addition). 

' Id h- 111 17 

1 

2 Id lyiH 

Tinif RCalo pav of Km, 500 — .50 —1,000 
of Ihe Indian FdiMational Seme** 
Kh. ;J.50 — .'Id 5(10 

Post of AssiRtant Controller i 
of Mimilp)nR under the 
(xovernment of India. ! 

Pont of Metcorologiht, Calcutta 
(in addition). ; 

aoo-UMH 

io 4 lyiy 

Time Hcale pa\ Kr. .500 — 5o — 1,000 

of the Indian Education.'d Servne 
pin* Kr. 3.50 — 3U “-500 plnn a eon 
\eyance allowance of Ks 100 a 
mnoth. 

Poit of Officiating Director of i 
IndustrieH, Bengal, and Con- 
troller of MunitioiiK euJ j 
MeUorologist, Calcutta. j 

20-4-l9iy 

• 

3l'12-l9iy 

i 

} 

Pay of Kb. 900 as AHHistant Controller 
of MiinitioiiH ptM» acting allowance 
of Its. 1,066-1(1-8 as (jflioiatmg 
Director of IndufitrleK rlu% jiav of 
Kb. 350 -30—500 an Meteorologiat, 
Calcutta. 

Post of Director of Industrie# | 

1-1-1021) 


Pay of Rn. 2,000—50—2,2.50. 


C't»rtnin 

.Mr. I) It 
of tlic lij 

lOI 

Serr iLM‘ 
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Certain 

Btatiatics ai»oiit 
Mr. J. C. K. 
Peterson, late 
of the Indian 
Civil Service. 


Proposals of tlio 
Director of 
IndnaLries on tlie 
reconimetKlatioiiH 
of tlie Indian 
Industrial 
CoiumiNsion. 


Alleged 
disabilities 
attached to 
persons not 
wearing 
European dress. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

17 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state the following particulars 
regarding Mr. J. C. K. Peterson, late.^of the Indian Civil Service, viz.: — 

(i) the date of his appointment as Director of Industries; 

(ii) the date up to which he held the post ; 

(in) what was his pay before and after his appointment as Director of 
Industries; 

(ir) what special qualifications entitled him to this post? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

(i) The 10th October 1917. 

(n) The 19th April 1919. 

(Hi) Rs. 2,500 per mensem with a daily allowance of Rs. 10 and a con- 
veyance allowance of Rs. 150 per mensem. He drew the same pay before 
and after his appointment as Director of Industries. 

(iv) As Controller of Munitions ( between which post and that of 
Director, there was a very close connection during the war) he had acquired 
a special knowledge of the industrial needs and possibilities of the province.’* 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

18 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table the proposals 
submitted by the Director of Industries to give effect to the recommendations 
of the Indian Industrial Commission ? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of inviting publid 
opinion thereon ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ («) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to unstarred 
(question No. 25 asked by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chau- 
dhuri on the 3rd February 1920. 

(b) It is difficult to give a general answer. Should a case arise in which 
public opinion can advantageously be consulted, this will be done.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 


19 . 

(a) Is there any foundation for the complaint that in Calcutta only 
Europeans and gentlemen wearing European dress are allowed to go near 
aeroplanes and that all others are forced by the police to stand at some 
distance? 

(b) Is there any truth in the allegation that no Indian with a dhoti on 
is allowed in the Grand Stand at the Calcutta races? 

(r) If the answers to clauses (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, will the 
Government be pleased to say whether they are cortsidering the desirability 
of passing such orders as may be considered necessary for the removal of this 
racial distinction in the aforementioned cases and in the case of other similar 
places and occasions ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ (a) So far as Government are aware there is no foundation for tlie com- 
plaint, but the aeroplanes on the Ellentorough Course are guarded hv the 
Company’s own servants and the police have nothing to do with tliem. 

(h) It has been ascertained that there are no written rules on the subject, 
but instructions are given that persons seeking admission to the Grand Stand 
must be properly dressed. The interpretation given to this is tlie same as 
in the case of other important social functions in Calcutta at which ladies are 
present. 

(r) Government do not consider any orders necessaiy." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

20 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state the following particulars with 
respect to the Department of Industries, viz;— “ 

{i) w^hen was the department brought into existence; 

{ii) what was the object with which it was established; 

{Hi) wdiat tangible result has been achieved up to now; 

(w) what amount has been spent up to December, 11)19- 
(a) for the pay of the Director of Industries; 

,{b) for the establishment of the Director ol‘ Industries; and 

(r) what amount has been spent on the de})artment for other purposes, 
indicating how much has been spent for each of such purposes y 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Marr: — 

“ (/) On the 10th October, 1917, the date of appointment of the first 
Diret*tor of Industries. 

(ii) (a) to iiKjjuire into the industrial jiroblems of the provim e. 

{h) To encourage and help new and existing local industries by oflenng 
technical advice and giving any other form of suitable a.ssistance. 

(c) To deal with industrial iiufuiries received from the public and th(^ 
collection of industrial information. 

(d) To supervise any form of industrial activity wliich the local Govern 
ment may themselves initiate, r.r/.. the researidi tannery. 

(Hi) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the administration I'eport of tlie 
Department of Industries, Bengal, for the fieriod between 0(‘toher, 1917, and 
December, 1919, which was laid on the table in reply to unstarred question 
No. 23 by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Ghaudhuri on the 3rd 
February, 1920. 

(iv) (a) Rupees 52,860-9-1, but the Director of Industries was also Gon- 
troller of Munitions, and the pay was never apportioned betw(‘en the two posts. 

(b) Rupees 27,568-7-11. 

(v) Rupees 1,89,480-1-4 as detailed I)elow:— 

Rh. a. p. 

Contingencies, etc. ... ... ... 13,!5.'>2 2 .‘5 

Research Tannery, Calcutta ... ... ... 1,51,143 0 0 

Deputation of Special officers, Messrs, lloogewerf, 

Gibson and Pilgrim ... ... ... 24,775 15 1 

Development of band-loom weaving ... ... 209 0 0 


Total 


... 1,89,480 1 4” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji: — 

21 . 

In reference to the answer given to unstarred question No. + at the 
Council meeting of the 3rd September last, will the Government be pleased 
to state whether the general principles on which reorganization of the Lower 
Subordinate Educational Service should proceed have been formulated, and 
whether there is any chance of provision being made in the forthcoming budget 
for such additional expenditure as may be necessary in regard to the improve- 
ment of the pay and prospects of the members of that service'll 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

The answer is in the negative.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji: — 

22 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is in their c;ontem})lation to take early steps for instilling 
into the masses, especially in rural areas, a sense of their duties 
and responsibilities in the matter of the exercise of their func- 
tions as electors during the forthcoming elections of the reformed 
Council in November next; and 

(u) whether they have considered the desirability of sowing broad- 
cast the principles of represen tntive Govei^nment by the fr'ee 
distribution of a short resume of the main fentures ol' the new 
Government of India Act and vernacular render'ings of the 
election rules to be framed thereunder? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:-- 

“ (i) The question apparently contemplates formal official action in 
(connection with the elections under the lleforms Schenie. This is only liable 
to be misunderstood, and it is not proj)osed to initiate it. Moreover here, as 
in other countries in which systems of representative Government are in force, 
the task of bringing home to the people their duties and resj)onsibilities as 
ek^ctors must rest primarily with those who seek their suffruges. 

(ii) It may prove expedient to give wide publicity to the rules, etc., 
governing the new elections. The desirability of so doing will be further 
considered when the rules, etc., have been framed.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji:— 

23 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether any steps have been 
taken to ascertain whether the palliative measure already undertaken to 
reduce the intensity of the floods in the Damodar have had the desired effect? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ The palliative measures already undertaken ^e the improvements of 
four outlets for the flood water of the Damodar river and the investigation 
into sites suitable for reservoirs in the catchment area in the upper reaches 
of the river. These improvements have not yet been completed, and cannot 
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be entirely completed for some time to come; moreover, since they were 
commenced, there has been no hi^h flood to test them. It is therefore impos- 
sible to dogmatize at present as to whether the measures which are in hand 
have had the desired effect. It may be said, however, that the measures as 
designed are likely to have a marked beneficial effect on a reduction of the 
time during which any future floods of the Damodar river will remain on 
the land.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 


24 . 

{(i) In regard to the promotions given from (‘lass W\\ to (‘la.ss VII of 
the Sulx)rdiTiate Educational Service as announced in tlie Cfilrntfa (lazrtt(\ pr. 
dated the 14th danuary, 11)20, will the (lovernment be jdeased to lay on the 
table a statement giving the following information . s|'.| 

(/) names of the officers promoted: 

(ii) their academical qualifications: 

{Hi) their positions in the graded list: 

(?r) their designations; 

(r) the dates of first appointment- 

{ri) the date of appointment in (Mass VI 11. Siiiiordinate Educational 
Service; and 

{rii) the date of promotion to Class VII, Subordinate Eaiucational 
Service ? 

{b) Will the Government be pleased to state \Nhether it is a fact that a 
very large number of officers, viz , Nos. 31 to (i3, fi7 to 77, 7fi to H4 to 
•■103 to 110, 113 to 117, 123 to 137, and a few others of (Mass VI 11 of the 
graded list of offic^ers in tlie Subordinate Educational Service (‘orreGed up to 
1st April, 1910, have been superseded in making selections for jiroinotions / 

(r) If so. what are the special reasons in each case of siipi'rsession ^ 

{d) Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists that in the list, 
of promotions referred to above most of the officers prcimoted have inferior 
academical qualifications and lower positions in the list than many others 
who liave been sujierseded ? 

(e) Is it a fact that the 2nd clerk of the office of the Inspector of Scliools, 
(‘hittagong Division, who has been promoted, has .supfU’seded 8 teachers. 1 
Laboratorx Assistant, 4 Sub- Inspectors of Scdiools, of whom 4 are B A. s, 1 is 
an M A , l‘ is an M Sc . 1 is an M.A., B T , 1 is a B A , B.T , and 1 is an E T 

(/) Is it a fact that among the officers firoinoted eight are clerks who 
are eirqiloyed in less responsible offices than the Head (‘lerk of a first grade 
college vvlio has been superseded ? 

{g) Are the Government aware that sm*h cases of siiyiersession have 
produced a widespread feeling of discontent amongst the officers concerned ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ {(i) A statement is laid on the table. It does not include tin' name 
of Babu Sukha Ranjan Bose (No. I) who had been promoted under a 
previous notification. ^In the notification in question his promotion was only 
given effect to from an earlier date. 

(b) Yes. 
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(c) It will appear from column 9 of the statement, laid on the table, 
that the officers who superseded those mentioned in the question were draw- 
ing Rs. 50 per mensem for a longer term than those superseded. The order 
in which officers are considered for promotion is determined by the dates 
from which they have been drawing their present rate of pay whether inside 
or outside the grades. The principle involved in the procedure was explained 
in tlie answers of Government to clauses (/) and (g) of unstarred question 
No. 29 asked by the Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazlul Haq at the Council meeting 
of 19th November, 1919. 

(d) Promotions are not determined by academical qualifications alone. 
Length of service and meritorious work have to receive full consideration. 

(e) Yes. But the clerk had been drawing Rs. 50 per month for a longer 
period than those whom he superseded. 

(/) There are 8 clerks among the officers promoted but all of them had 
been drawing Rs. 50 per month for longer terms than those whom they 
superseded. 

(9) No.- 



ofnoor* promoxea rrom class VIII to class VII of the Subo* dinate Educational Servica as announoed In the Ostfoutia OmMOtio of 14th 
January, 1920 f vide Council Question No.48t>y the Hon’ble Babu Kishorl Mohan Chaudhuri). 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 


25 . 


(«) \\ ill the (jovernment t)e pleased to state wliy the eslahlishineiit of’ 
a district agricultural larm at Pabiia for which the District Board has con 
tiabuted liberally has not yet been taken up this year ' 

(b) Is It a fact that a large provisit)n was nia<le in the Budget foi' the 
current year for two other district farms ' 

(c) It so, will the (iovernnient be pleased to state the reasons w hv these 
farms have not been started ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the money referred to in clauses (a) and {h) will 
lapse in time? 

(e) Has any other scheme, either in the Agricultural or Sencnltural 
section, foi which money was allotted b\ (iovernment, bt'cn abandoned for 
the cut rent \ear, and if so what are the cause's of such abandonment ' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

(a) Although provision for this work was made in the budget, no pre- 
limiiiarc stejis had, <it the time provision was made, bt*en takem towards the 
construction ol the buildings nor were bricks available A pro|ect for the* 
work has now been drawn n|t and sanctioned, and instructions ha\(‘ bei'ii 
issued to arrange for bricks this cold wc'ather Proceedings for tin- aciinisi 
tion of land are now in progre.ss The buildings will be constructed bv the 
Public Works Department next financial year 

• (b) Yes 

(r) The necessary preliminaries of the .selc'ction of the site, the acipiisi- 
tion of the land and the preparation of initial and detailed plans and esti 
III, Hr- III l•rn-ullatloll with the Ayfi'iciiltnral Mepartmeiii. the I’liMie WOiks 
Department and other officers or bodies interested as well as the actual con- 
struction of the buildings by the Public Works Department mitiirallv take 
time Therefore tlm preliminaries of a .scheme up to the prejiartit ion of 
initial jdaris and estimates have ordimirily to be .settled before* provision is 
made in the budget for it. In order, however, to expedite matters (loverti 
merit, in accordance with what is understood to be the general wish, made 
the neces.sary budget provision in anticipatioi. of the.se preliminaries in the 
case of tlie.se farms But, owing to the difficulty of acceier.iting the ordiiiarv 
preliminarv work, and for the fact that the I’ublic Works Department h.ive 
in hand an exceptionally large programme of building o|)eration.s which had 
been postponed owing to the war, it has not been found possible to accelerate 
the work Pi the extent Government hoped would be done In the case of the 
two other farms referred to by the llon'ble >Ieiiiber. the sites for the Hakar- 
ganj farm at Sagardi and the Birbhuni farm at Sun have now been ai oiiired, 
and Rs .5,000 will be spent during the year on the buildings on the former 
farm. The Director of Agriculture has alreadv been reipiested to settle the 
preliminaries of future farms in anticiiiation o’f budget provision. 

(d) This is not altogether correct. Monev has alreadv been siierit as 
indicated in the answer to (ei. The balance for the Pabna'and Bakargaiij 
farms will be provided next year by the Public Works Department from their 
grant for works in jirogress and for the Birbhum farm from the grant for 
the establishment of farms. 

(e) No scheme has been actually abandoned for the current year,” 
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By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman AM: — 


26. 

{(]) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Muha 
madan boys in the Royal Veterinary College at Belgachia ? 

{b) What facilities are there for hostel accommodation for the s; 
College? 

(c) What is the capacity of the present Muhammadan hostel there, i 
how many Muhammadan boys are able comfortably to reside in the s< 
hostel ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAHm: — 

(a) Forty-three. p 

( 

{b) There are two hostels, one for Hindus and the other for Muha 
madans, which tof^ether afford accommodation for 188 students. 

(c) The present Muhammadan hostel has accommodation for 
boarders.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali: — 

27. 

{a) Will the Government be pleased to state the conditions that [ 
required to be fulfilled before it is considered that a case has been made c 
for the establishment of a medical school in a district or a division ^ 

(b) Have the Government approved of the necessity for the establij- 
ment of such an institution in each division of the province « 

(c) If the answer to clause (b) is in the affirmative, will the GovernmG 
be pleased to state why the Chittagong and Jtajsliahi Divisions have not be 
provided with any such schools up to now ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr; — 

(a) and (b) No specific conditions can be laid down. Government are 
agreement with the desirability of offering additional facilities for inedu 
education in Bengal outside Calcutta, but in connection with any particul 
scheme it is necessary to consider the facilities offered by the })articular cent 
pro])osed, the ofifiortunites it affords for supervision and hosjiital practh 
and the area from which it is likely to draw both patients and pupils, as w 
as other incidental factors. The financial aspect has also to be considere 
and Government must see whether funds can be provided before committi 
themselves to any scheme 

(c) The question does not arise." 

By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali: — 

28. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what is the principle adopt 
in nominating the governing bodies of Government and aided colleges? 

(b) Is it not a fact that the main principle is that it should be represent 
tive of the different communities? 
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(c) Are the Government aware that in some cases this principle is not 
observed, as when the Divisional Commissioner is the Chairman of the 
goveraing body, it happens that such body also includes the Deputy 
Magistrate of the district ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(r/) In niakiiig apoointinents to the governing bodies of Government 
colleges Government endeavour to select gentlemen who. owing to their posi- 
tion, rjiialifications and interest in the colleges are likely to p]‘ove useful 
members A})pointments t<> the governing bodies of aided colleges are not 
made by Government 

(h) The answei* is in the negative. 

(r) In view oi the answer to c‘lause (b) this question does not arise.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali: — 

29 . 

(r/) Will the Goxernment be pleased to state the reasons for the appoint- Filling op r 
ment ot a superannuated MauUi trom the loiited Provinces to tlie post of tii« ^)osl of 
Head Maulvi of the Calcutta Madrassa in supersession of the claims of the ^ 

Maulvis in the l.dncation Department of this Presidency? Madruwa. 

{b) Are the (joverninent awaie that the appointment of Shams ul P lama 
M A Tonki, as also of Ins pi'ede^essor, Shams-uM 'lama Maulvi Abdul Ilaq, 
directly to class III of the Provincial Educational Service (Rs. 500) w'as a 
source of dissatisfaction among the members of the I’rovincial Educational 
Service ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) Pending the apjiomtment of a [lermanent successor to Shams-ul 
ITlarna Mufti Muhaniinad Abdulla Tonki, Shams ul-UIama Maulvi Nazir 
Hussain, temporar\ assistant Head Maulvi of the Arabic I)ef>artrnent of the 
Cakaitta Madrassa. has been ajipointed to act as Head Maulvi of the Madrassa 
He was appointed tcMnjiorarily , for the present .session onh becau.se no oilier 
suitable teaclier of Hadis was a^allable and it Avas nece.ssary to prevent inter 
ruption of the studies of tlu' title class students in the middle of the session. 

(b) Shams 111 Plania Abdul Haq Hacjquani was aj>j)ointed Head 
Maulvi of the Calcutta Madrassa in and after his death Shams-ub 

ITlarna IMufti Abdulla Tonki was afipointed Head Maulvi in lbl7 In both 
cases Government carefully reviewed the claims of ofhcers of the l^ducation 
Department of this IVesidency and the merits of tlie various apjilicants for 
the post, and they eventually selected the gentlemen named above in con- 
sideration of their experience, attainments and rejiutalion for learning. It 
is possible tliat their appointment led to disappointment among officers of 
the Provincial Educational Service who desired the post, but Government 
have no information on the subject ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

30 . 

(a) Has the scale of pay of the lower division clerks been revised in the scai«of p»j 
offices of the Accountant-General, Bengal, Controller of Currency, Controller, ^ower 
India Treasuries, Accountant-General, Post and Telegraphs, Deputy 
Accountant-General, Post and Telegraphs ? 
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(b) What are the minimum and maximum rates of pay and increm( 
under the new scale introduced in these offices ? 

t 

{c) Will the (iovernment be pleased to say whether the work in th( 
offices is considered to be superior to that of the Secretariat ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

f'7) In the offices named, there is no separation of the clerical serv 
into upper and lower divisions exactly corresfionding to that which exi 
in the Secretariat. The pay of the clerical service, which resembles the lov 
division ol the Secretariat, has been revised in the offices of tlie Accoiinta] 
General, Ben^^al, Controller, India Treasuries, Accountant-General, Po 
and Telet^fra|)hs. Deputy Accountant-General, Posts and Tclef:rT7iI)hs. Pi 
posals lor the revision of pay of the clerks of the Controller of Currency 
office are under the consideration of Government. 

(b) Accoidiiant Gerierdb HnujuL (tnd A ccoviit ant -General, Centi 
Revenues, formerly known as Cow pi roller, India Treasuries — Rs 44 — 4 — 1 
—5 — 150, with efficiency bars at Rs. 80 and Rs. 120. Clerks who pass t 
departmental examination receive increments at Rs. 5 instead of Rs. 4 
Rs. 8, and the maximum for thtxse clerks is ]?s 170. 

Accountant-General, Posts and Telearafdis, and Deputy Accountai 
General, Posts and TPleyraphs.-— Rs. 80 3- 45 2 — 55 1 — 65 and thereafi 

Rs. 70 after 5 years. 

{(') The work in the various offices differs so much that it is imj>ossil 
to make a comparison.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 


31. 


Appointment of 
Indians in ihe 
Bengal Cilol 
Service. 


{a) Will the Government be {)lease(] to refer to Annexure XV, jiage 2t 
and {)aragTa])h 8 of the Iveport of the Public Services Commission, relatii 
to the appointment of Indians in the Bengal Pilot Service, and state wheth 
any endeavour has so far been made to enlist an\ Indian in the said servic 


(b) Have the Government under their contemplation the establishme 
of training classes in ships for the training of Indians as Leadsman, Ma 
Pilot, etc. ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) The recommendation of the Public Services ("ommission regar 
ing the amendment of the existing rule on the subject together with t 
remarks thereon of the local Government and of the Government of Ind 
is still under the consideration of the SecTetary of State. 

(b) Government have had under their consideration the question 
establishing a Nautical Institute in Calcutta for the training of Indian se 
men in the elements of the theory of navigation and for the training of India 
in the art of navigation on a scientific basis; and they have appointed a smi 
committee to consider the question. A copy of the Government Resol 
tion aophinting the committee is placed on the table for the information 
tne Hon'ble Member.” 
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Resolution referred to in the anstver to question SI {b) {unstarred). 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

Marine Department. 

No 478 Mne. 

RESOLUTION. 

("alcuttn, the Srd Fehruari/ 

The Government of Bengal have for some time past had under tlieir 
consideration the question ol estat)lisliin^ a school oi‘ nautical institute in 
Calcutta for the training of Indian seamen in the eleineiils of the theory of 
navii^mtion and for the training of Indians in the art of navi^uition on a 
scientific basis. No facilities at present exist in tins I'residencv for Indians 
to fjualify themselves for cei’tificates of c*ompeteii(‘\ for hi<.^her posts in the 
mercantile marine 'Fhe Governor in Coumal is iiu'lined to the view that an 
institute or ac*ademv on the lines of training institutions in Kuropean conn 
tries nuLdit prove beneficial to a section of Indians of averat^e education wlio 
miy’lit be tnicoura^ed to take iiji the sailor s profession in futuie iMUjuiries 
made by Government show that there is at present no ac tual dcnnand for 
Slid) an institution in Calcutta but the Governor in Couiu*i! thinks iJiat- the 
matter niii^lit be discaissed with advantage at the present time The cjues 
tion reipiires to be very carefully consnlered It is ncH'c^ssary m the first 
place to ascertain definitely whethei* there is scope foi* siicdi an institution 
in Calcutta If so, the matter should be* examined m fuller detail, viz the' 
course of training, the jirobable number of boys desirous ol going to sini, tlu‘ 
sliijqiing c*ompanies walling to employ them, the educational and otluw 
fjualificat ions required for such employment and any othei* lelevant points. 
The Government of Bengal considei- that the matte?* should be examined by 
a refiresentative Committee, as in Bombay and Madras, whc'rc* a similar 
question is already under consideration The Governor in ('ouncil is acc‘ord 
ingl\ pleased to afipoint a (’ommittee (‘onsisting of the followang gemtiemen 
to considei* the cjiiestion wuth special referemee to the* points mentioncMi above 
'The Committee should report tlieir conclusions to Government as (airly as 
[iracticable. — 


President. 


The Port Officer, Calcutta 


Members. 

Captain I^ de St Croix. Marine Superintendent, British India Steam 
Navigation Company, Limited 

Ca[)tain G R Sinifison, Marine Superintendent, India Gtmeral Navi- 
gation and Railway ('onqiany Limited 
A representative of the Asiatic Steam Navigation Company. 

A representative of the firm of Senaton Nittyanundo Ro} , 2/1 Mission 
Row, Calcutta. 

Munslii Abdool Rahainan, Dubash. of Chittagong. 

The time and place for the meeting of tlie Committee will be arranged 
by the Port Officer, Calcutta. 

Bv order of the Goveriior in Council, 

C. B. BAYLEY, 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of Ben/jal. 


6 
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IndiuLK an 
I iiH pec tors' 
under the 
Smoke 
NuisanceH 
CorniniHiion. 


Dintrihiition of 
piilfle Hocdn in 
the cyclone 
affected iircuH 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri; — 

32 . 

(a) How many Inspectors are there in Bengal under the Smot 
Nuisances Commission, and how many of them are Indians? 
ib) Are these appointments advertised in newspapers? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

{a) ddiere are tliree Smoke Nuisance Inspectois none of tliem is a; 

Indian. 

(5) Yes, in tlie lo(^a,1 newsjiajiers 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

33 . 

{(t) Will the (government, l>e pleased to state 

(/) the (jiiaiititv of pulse seeds of the dill‘er*ent kinds purc^Iiased hy tl 
Agricultural l)e))artment foi* distrilaition in the cyclone afiectr 
ai’ea.s in Eastern Bengal and Khulna. 

(//) the (juantity of diffei’ent pulses a(*tua1lv distinhuted, centre 1) 
(*entre, in tlie diffei'ent districts; 

(///) the losses in tla^ coui*se of disl rihution in the <litferent distiacts 

(ir) the actual net balance in hand in the dillcivnt districts and ho 
it lias been disposed of, and at what prici^ 1 } the entire amoui 
has not. been disjiosed of, (a) how iniicli lias b^vii disposed o 
and (h) at wliat pric(\ 

(r) whetlier it is a fact, that the defective (|ual!ty of tin' s(Hnls stood i 
the wav of their disposal ; 

(vi) the (|uantitv of I’abi oilseeds of different varieties purcliasiMl by tl 
de|)artment for distrilnition in T)a(*(*a and other Eastern Beng; 
districts a,nd Khulna ; 

{Hi) the (|uantitv actually distributed, district by distiEd; and 

{riii) total ai'eas under mustard and linseed cultivation in all the distrid 
coTK'erned ? 


(h) Is it a fact that there was not a great demand foi* mustard an 
limseed seeds in any of the districts, and that the J)ist]‘ict (k)llecto7’s of certai 
disti-icts i‘efused t() take the seeds ijidented for by the Agricultural Dejiarl 
ment for these districts? 

(r) Who were tlie oHicers submitting the district indents and who wa 
res])oiisible for the consolidation of the sained 

{d) Was the entire arrangement nothing but an ex])erimeiit'^ 

(e) If not, what considerations led the department to go in for th 
scheme ? 

(/) Will the Ciovernment state on which dates the indents from th 
subordinates wei’e received by Director, on which date the order was [liacei 
with the firm or firms for the supply, and on which dates the seeds wen 
actually supplied? 

(g) From which firm or firms were the seeds purchased? 
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(A) Was any public tender called for for the siipph ? 

(i) What endeavours were made by the Department to consult the local 
rates? 

(j) Will tlie (io\ ei’iimeiit lie pleased to Ia\ on the table a coinjiarative 
statement ^ivin;^^ the prices current locallx tor these seeds and the places 
charged by the firms, inclnding rreiLiht and other charges^ 

(/') What have been the contingent charges incurred b\ th(‘ (h‘|iartment 
in connection with this (list ’abut ion ' 

(/) What expenditure has be(Mi UKUiaaMl by the (lovermuent on the 
followang items in ccniKH'tion with t Ik' seed dist ribut loii 

{i) travelling allowance of all the oflicei's emplo\ed, rank b\ rank, 
from tlie Diret'tor to tin' Demonst rat(U‘s . 

(ii) pax and traxelling allowance of anx temporai'x (vstablishnuMit 

( iu) TIow nianx oflicers, rank bx rank, weiu^ (Muploxtal in th(‘ work, and 
for hoxv long, and what an‘ the respective pays of tlit'se oflicei-s''' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 


“ (ff) (0 - 

XI .III iiiK 

Kliesari 8.208 

Miiiig ... 8,000 

Lentils (),ir>0 

IVas ... .. otM) 

Mat] kalai 


l\)tnl 


{it) A statement, district by di.strict, relating to tht* 4S centn^s, is laid 
on the Library table. 


( Hi) 


(iry - 


Srs. ^'ti. 


Mils. Srs. <’l), 

1 1 i 


Sejairate information for each district is not available 

All the seeds exccjit 22 mds 21 srs 8 ch. of mati l;alai have fieen dispo.sed 
of at the following I'ates rarticulais for tin* Klinlna seeds ar(‘ not yet 
available: — 

Mafi-kilti at Rs. a- i juT inaiin'l. 

SoiiafTi II ns; at Rh. 7 ,, 

Kill i-in nils: JC Rm. 10 ,, 

* Priis at Hfi. 6-S 

Kte-san at Rs. „ 

Lentils at Rh. 6-10 ,, 


O A 



promotion list 
i)f the members 
sf the ProTincitl 
uiTiI SerTice. 
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(r) No. The quality of seed was excellent and far superior to that c 


any other seed locally available. 





(vi)— 


Mds. 

Srs. 

Ch. 

MuHtard 

■ •• 

... 10,5i;5 

27 

11 

LiiiHcod 


400 

7 

7 


(rii) A statement, district by district, is laid on the Library table. 

( riii) 'the Hon’ble Member is referred to paj^es 247-51 of the sii])j)lemeii 
to the Calcutta (iazette, March 3, 1920. 

(b) Tliere was but a limited demand for mustard and linseed in all th 
affected districts excej)t Faridpur, where mustard was in some demand 1 
is not a fact that the District Collectors of certain districts refused to tak 
the seeds indented for by the Agricultural Department. An indent for som 
seed was received for southern Mymensingh; but the Collector sul)se(]uentl 
decided that loan distribution was not necessary in that district. 

(c) Agricultural officers reported serious damage; and consolidated indent 
were prepared with the approval of local officers and of Government. 

{(i) It was not an experiment. The same kind of wot k had been success 
fully accomplished in the year 1918 on a smaller scale in connection with th 
relief of distress caused by the floods in Rajshahi and Bogra The seeds weri 
generally given in the form of loans. 

(c) The question does not arise; but the objects were to repla(‘e imniedi 
ately the stocks of rahi seeds re[)orted to have been damaged by the cyclon< 
and to stabilize the price of seeds in the affected tracts, ^hese obiects wer< 
achieved 

(/)-- 

Date of reports from subordinates 
Date of order to the firm 
Date of supply 


2- 10-19 

3- 10-19 
10-10-19 


{(j) Messrs. lialli Brothers. 

{h) No. There was no time to do so; the cyclone actually took place al 
the commencement of the sowing season and therefore immediate arrange 
ments had to be made to make good the damage. Messrs. Ralli BrotherJ 
supplied the seeds at cost price. 

(/) In investigating the damage Agricultural officers reported that pricej 
were high and rising. 

{]) A statement is laid on the Library table. In the large ma joi'it} 
of cases the prices current locally were reduced owing to the distribution o' 
these seeds. 

{k) Rupees 12,423. 

(/) {i) and {rn) A statement is laid on the Library table. 

{}) (ii) Rupees 8,856-6-8.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

34 . 

(a) Is it a fact that the promotion list of the members of the Provincial 
Civil Service has not been gazetted although there are about 30 vacancies in 
the cadre t 
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(6) Will the Government be pleased to state when the last f)r()inotions 
were made, and how lon^ the existing vacancies have remained unfilled? 

(c) Are the Government aware that, consecjuent on the delav in pul)lish- 
ing the list, many ofiicers have ivtired without having knowledge as to 
whether they were })roinoted although then* pi’oinotion was due long l>efore 
the date of their retirement '' 

(d) What is the reason foi* not publishing the promotion list (juarterly 
as used to be done before ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

(a) No. There are now only two vacamaes to be filled 

(b) The last promotions were made in November last and included all 
promotions due up to tlie IHst October last d'lit" tcxisting vacancies date from 
that month 

(r) Only one ofiKer has retir(‘d sinca^ tlu^ :Gst ()ct<>bt‘r last, causing out' 
of the vacancies, no (| nest ion of promotion aiases in Ins case 

(d) The publication of promotions that hav(‘ falkm dm‘ sinc(‘ the Slsl 
October last was deferred owing to the um*ertamt\ of tlu‘ date of mtnMluc- 
tion of the expected time-scaile of pay 1'hat date has now luvri fixed as llu‘ 
1st December. 1919, and the pi’omotions that fell due during November last 
will shortly be made.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

35. 

(a) Js there aiiN (I’uth in tin* statcnnent that tJie prospects of Subordinate 
fudges are g<niig to be imjniired ac'cording to the sclamie r(‘comm(‘nd(‘d Iw 
the Public Services Ooin mission 

( b) Is it a fact that, according to the scheme, tlie\ will get Rs KOO m 
5 years, while under the existing system thcw usually gid their promotion to 
the Rs 800 grade in about d years 

{(') Will the (loveriiineiit be plea.sed to stat(‘ what is being doiu* for 
improving the prospects of Subordinate rludgixs'^ 

(d) When is the reorganisation scheme improving tlaur prospects 

going to be given effect to ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: 

“ A final decision regarding the future emoluments of tin* Pi'ovincial 
Judicial Service has not yet been reacdied and no estimate of actual results 
is at present feasible A final decision is expected shortlv and will lie given 
effect to as firomptly as possible 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:- 
36. 

(fl) Is it a fact that Ivhan Sahib Munshi Ismat Ah, Overseer of the 
Alipur Central Jail Press, first entered service in 1879 and retirerl on 
pension in 1908 as Deputy Superintendent of tlie same Press? 

(b) Is it a fact tha{ he was reappointed as Overseer of the same Press 
in 1908, on a salary of Rs. 200, in addition to the pension he was enjoving? 
If so, will the Government be pleased to state the reasons for his reappoint- 
ment? 


l'r()H|tfn!tH « 
1 lie Siiltord 
.JlJllu'Kll Sc- 


A ppOJUl IMOI 
ot Khan Sa 
MiidmIm Isn 
All an Ovnri 
of the Alipi 
Central Jail 
Preee. 



Proposed 
legislative 
measuros for 
rural 

improvement. 
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(^) Js it a fact that the Inspector-General of Prisons ordered the h 
bahib to be relieved of his duties, with effect from the 1st September, 1 

(d) Was this order given effect to? If not, why not? 

(e) Is it a fact that he was given an extension of service till Deten 
11119? If so, why? 

(/) Is it a fact that he has been given a further extension till the 
December 1921 ? If so, why ? 

((/) Is it a fact that the age of Ivhan Sahib Isiiiat Ali is now 61^ years 

(A) Will the Government be pleased to state what special qiialific^at 
in press work the Khan Sahib possesses, if any, for which lie has I 
reappointed after jiension and given repeated extensions^ 

(/) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any efiorls \ 
made to secure a suitable man in the place of the Khan Sahib, ‘in the All 
t'ciitrvil dail Press or outside it, before reappointing him or giving extens 
of service to him? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

(n) Khan Sahib Munshi Ismat Ali entei’ed GoveiTiment servic* 
1H77. He retired on })ension in December, 1908, from the position of subsi 
tive pro temyore deputy superintendent of the jail [iress. 

{b) Yes. No officer of the jail was competent to fill tlie vaca 
caused by his retirement. I he recently aj)pointed deputy su[)erintend< 
Mr. (iray, was new to India and unacquainted with the customs and Ian 
ages of Indian prisoners. At the time the })ress had only rec’ently been tr; 
ierred to the dail Department, and the I’ress and f’orms Department ' 
about to be reorganised. 

(r) Yes. 

{(!) and {e) As Mr. Gray fell ill at this time, the servi(‘es of the K1 
Sahit) were retained for a further period of four* months to the dlst Deccml 
1919. by the Inspector-General of Prisons. 

(/) Owing to the sudden death of Mr. Gray, the pre.ss and foi 
manage?*, the Khan Sahib's service has been extended by the Iiispec't 
General ol Prisons up to the 31st December, H121 , subject to continued fitn( 

{(j) Yes. 

[h) Owing to his long experience in the jail [U’ess, the Khan Sahib ] 
special (jiialifi cations for this work. 

{/) No suitable man wxis available in the jail ])ress. No eflor’t was mj 
to get an outside man. 

Yhe local Government have instructed the Jiisjrector-General tl 
arrangements must be made forthwith to terminate these T*epeated extensi< 
by the selection of a suitable candidate." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

37. 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement givi 
particulars about the proposed legislative measure for rural improvemei 
foreshadowed by His Excellency the Governor in his recent speech at Sui 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin; — 

" A copy of the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the proposed B 
is laid on the table/’ 
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Statement of Objects and Reasons to the Bengal Agricvlt oral and Sanitary 

Im prorein ent Bill referred to in the answer to question i\o. -J? (n nsta rred) 

of the meeting of oth March. UhJiK 

In llie Bengal PresicloiK*\ , especially the Biif(l\van and I’n^suleiu v divi 
eions, there is a t'onsiderable demand fnr the ext'entum ni drainage pi'ojec ts 
ffor sanitary as well as agneultiiral purposes, both large ami small 4'he legal 
gneehanism for sueh ju’ojec'ts is contained in various Acts, vi/ the Ihmgal 
Tenancn Act. 1885 (VIII of 188r)), the Land Improvement Loans Act, 1SS:I 
^XIX 1888), the Bengal Lmhankment Ac‘t. LsS2 (Ben Act II of lsS‘i) 
the Bengal Drainage Ac‘t, 1880 (Ben, Ac't VI of 1880). and the Bcmgal Sani 
tary Drainage Aet , 180;) (Ben Ac't ! 1 of 180;')) Tliese Acts are, 'liowever, 
neither j'Utlicaently suitable or etfec'tive in ever\ caisp nor simple enough in the 
ease of ^anall scLemes The reh'vant sec‘tions of the Btnigal 1Vnam\ Act. 
even though eoufiled with the Land Improvcunent Loans Act, arc' praeti 
eally iiagierative, the a])plic‘ation of the Bengal fanbaid'nient Aet is neca's 
sarily limited 'Fhe pi‘oc‘eduie preseribed in t!ie Beng.al Drainage and tlu' 
Benijal Sanitary Drainage Ac*ts is more ap|)lieable to large selumit's, whilst 
the llengal Sanitar\ Drainage Aet. as its iname imjilies, eannot lu* iitiliscsl 
for purely agr len ltui‘a I pr(»]eets Mcnoover, e\en for large' schemes, the' 
{)i‘oeedur(‘ of tlu'sc* two Acts is unnec'essarily rigid (alml)rou^ and dilatorv 
The Bengal Sanitar\ Drainage' Aet is the less elidunaite o>‘ the' two, but there 
ai*e mai»y matters in the Bengal Drainage Ac‘t whicdi slnuild bi' iiisc'i’tc'd in 
statiiloTw rules rathc'r than in the law Neither Aet contains pro\ ision i’oi 
the execution of works initiatc'd b\ jnavate individuals or !»o<lies ol agrn nl 
turisis registerc'd undc'r the' ( 'o operat iv(‘ Soeieticvs .\et, I01:> (II ol 1012) 
IiJialh, the' jiroxisions of both Acts foi* tin' a[>portionmt‘:it and r('eo\’('r\ of 
costs arc' iinnc'c’essa r 1 1\ rigid It is, therefore, desired lo (‘oiisolnhitc' and 
amc'iid tlie Bengal Drainage Act and the Bengal Sanitaiw Dra magi' Act with 
a wow to the promotion of agnenltiiiail and sanitai’y woiTs ol' improvc'meiit 
general!) 

* I'rcaij the above' it will appear that the main fault ol the prc'sent law on 
the subiec't is its lack of elasticity 'I'hc' present Bill has, thc'rt'fori' bc'C'ii 
drafted so as tx» ('ontaiii oni\ the' essentials of the proce'diire'. dc'tails ha\e 
be^en relegated to statutory rules which can be altered in accordance with 
changes m c'onditions oi’ e^xpeiicnce 4'he Bill is dc'signc'd to cove'i* botli 
large and small scliemes wine h are initiated or earn be exe'ciilc'd b\ anv pen’son 
or body of jiei’sons, suc h as a ( di-operative Society, or loc al authority 

For’ small schemexs a smij le proce'dure h;o‘ been evoh.ed, whilst a more 
elaborate procedure has been jiresciilied for large schemes, invoicing a I’c'fer- 
ence to a committee appointed ad hoc. the Sanitar\ Boaid and ( loveriiiiH'nt 
The Bill provides fur tJie payment b\ the afijilicant or foi’ an advance from 
public* funds of the cost of tin* [>i*o])osecl iiijprovc'inent , and for the* ri'covc'rv 
of c*osts. Ol’ of a })ortion thereof, from the landlords and tc'iiaiits ol thc' area 
benefited b\ the im|)rovement In the latter case the lagid and souK'times 
inecjuitalile provisions of the Bengal Drainage and Bengal Sanitary Drainage 
Acts have been avoided On tlie aiialogv of section 1!4 ot the' Bc'iiga.l 
Tenanc*\ Act it is pro|)osed tliat eac h apportionment order* should follow the 
mer its of each pai'ticular case, and that tlie costs should be rc'c-overvd from 
the individual landlords and tenants of the area benehted 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

38 . 

What action has been taken by Government in regard to 
scarcity of coke and the abnormal rise in its price in (Calcutta 
places ? 


the recent sjudiyof 
and other coke.^ 
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Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Marr: — 

“ In May, 1918, the Corporation of Calcutta established depots in tl 
four municipal markets in Calcutta for the sale of coke and coal for doraest 
consumj)tion at fixed prices. These depots are still being maintained undi 
the control of the Corporation. The selling prices at these depots, fixed 
consultation with the Coal Controller, are annas 9-6 per maund, and annas ] 
per maund for quantities below 20 seers. The demand upon these depots hj 
largely increased of late owing to the prices which are being charged in outsic 
shops. Ari'angements have, however, been made to meet all demands c 
these de{)dts for domestic consumj)tion. The Coal Trans})ortation Officer hj 
already acterl upon the recommendations of the Calcutta Corporation i 
regards priority treatment for coal su})})lies to depots under their control, 
scheme for giving priority treatment to depot holders at places like Howra] 
Sealdah, Ultadanga,, etc , is jn course of being brought into operation. Tl 
demand for wagons, howeve?’, prevents similar’ treatment being granted i 
present to depot holder’s in the mufassal. But ail supplies, preferential ( 
ol,li(‘i'\v]Hf‘. (bux'ud Uj)0!i the luiinixM- of wagons availnble from day to da 
The Railway Board have under consideration the question of giving the Co; 
d'ranspor’tation Officer larger powers to ensure that wagons shall be avai 
able in the coal-fields to comjrly as far as possible with demands for coal. Tl 
above ineasur'es have, it is believed, to some extent checked jrrofiteering ar 
further’ incT’ease in the prices charged elsewber'e." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


Streii^h and 
ox ponses of 
tlie Spociul 
InteIli£^enco 
Depart inent nf 
the Ctiniiiitil 
Intolli^oiiee 
Department. 


39. 

What effect will the amnesty to drteims and State prisoners have upo 
the strength and exjienscs of the Spet’ial Intelligence Defiartment of tl 
Criminal Intelligence Department and upon special a]>])ointments such £ 
those of Additional Secretary and Cnder-Secretarv in the Political Depar' 
ment, and their establishment 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

The cessation of violent crime of a political character which resultc 
from the use of Bengal Regulation III of 1818 and the Defence of India A( 
against active members of the revolutionary movement enabled the Goverm 
in Council towards the end of 1919 to decide upon a reduction in the strengt 
of the Intelligence Branch of tlie Criminal Investigation Department of tl 
officers and men noted below: — 

* Special Superintendent 
t Deputy Siqieriiitendents 
Inspectors 
Sub-Inspectors 
Head Constables 
Constables 
Clerks 

Press employees 

Vacant since 2l8t Octol)er 1919. 
tone post vacant since Ifit Noveniher 1919. 

This reduolion came into force on the 1st January last. 

Following upon previous developments and the' recent release of a larg 
number of detenus and State prisoners in accordance v^ith the policy ( 
clemency announced in the Royal Proclamation, it is not proposed to rene' 
the term of the appointment of the Additional Secretary which expires o 


2 

8 

12 

34 

76 

5 

3 
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the 2Bd April, 1920. Since January last the Additional Under-Secretary 
has b^n employed on other work under the Chief Secretary. The estahlish- 
ment of the Additional Secretary has been reduced bv the abolition of the 
fol lowing posts : — 

Assistants ... ... ... 7 

Typists ... ... 3 

Record supplier ... ... ... 1 

Peons ... ... ... 2 ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
40. 


With reference to the answer to my unstarred (juestion No. 42 at tlie TUr ru. 
last meeting of tlie Council, will the (loverninent l)e j)leased to state: 

(d) whether the estimate of outturn of rice as given therein is not 
based on the usual statistical returns and forecasts which were 
alleged by Government to be unsatisfactory and unreliable 
in connection wuth certain (juestions of mine in this Council 
last year; and what special steps, if any, have been taken by 
Government to ascertain their accuracy this year; 

(b) w^hether the attention of Government has been drawm to a recent 

press telegram from Rangoon in which it has been pointed out 
that the outturn of rice in Burma this year is estimated to fall 
far below that of last year; 

(c) the names of districts where speculation is stated to exist, together 

with the purport of the reports received up to date from the 
District Ollicers concerned, regarding such sjieculation , 

(d) where and to what extent from each locality, “ stocks have been 

acquired in any quantities by large traders ” and in what places 
are such stocks held at present; 

(e) whetlier they are in a position to give a list of these large traders, 

together with the approximate extent of their jircsent stocks of 
rice; 

(/) what steps, if any, were taken by the local or other ollicers to 
^ discourage these large traders or their purchasing agents from 
making these large purchases, or to point out the erroneous 
character of their impression that they would be enabled freely 
to export to other provinces and abroad under which the said 
purchases are stated by Government to have been made: 

(y) whether forward sale of standing crops was reported from any 
district and to what extent rruihajani loans were granted on the 
security of rice crops this year in each district as compared wu’th 
the past few^ years; and 

(A) whether they are considering the desirability of publishing 
regularly the reports of the different district economic intelli- 
gence officers on the food situation of the respective districts. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

(a) The estimate under reference is based on the usual forecasts, ^vhich 
JD this last occasion were prepared with more than usual care. For the 
Mitposes of the Hon ’ble Member’s question on the 3rd February, 1920, Govern- 
inent consider these statistics adequate. 


6 
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(h) Government are aware that according to the final forecast tbfe dtit 
turn of rice in Burma is estimated to be 11 per cent, less than the lastjT^ar 
For the whole of India the estimate of this year is. however, 45 per cent, h 
excess of the last year. 

((?), {d), {e) and {g) Government have already announced the genera 
trend of their information; they do not propose to publish details. Accord 
ing to the information possessed by Government the acquisition of stocks b; 
large traders is not abnormal. 

(/) Ivocal officers have instructions to give publicity to the prohibition 
on the export of rice both to other provinces and abroad. In this connec 
tion cof/ies of cAmmuniiines issued by the Government of India and the Loca 
Government on the 24th December, 1919, and 11th February, 1920, respec 
tively are laid on the table. 

(A) .No.’* 


Communique referred to in ike answer to clause ( / ) oj question No. 40 
{unstarred) asked on the 5th March 1920. 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 
PRESS COMMUNIQUE. 


Dated the 24th December 1919, 

As announced in a Press commnui<jne of the 131st Odober last the Go> 
ernment of Jndia have had under consideration the (luestion of retaining coi 
trol over exports of rice in 1920. The prospects of the rice crop througt 
out India are generally good but prices are still high. Further, though tli 
price of rice in India rules high, world prices owing to the failure of the cro 
in other rice-producing countries are very much higher. In these circun 
stances, if exports from India were not restricted, the demand of foreig 
countries for rice would probably draw out stocks which are required fc 
replenishing reserves and would force uj) prices to such a level as to caus 
hardship to the Indian consumer. The Government of India have, thferefor< 
decided that it is necessary to continue control over exports of rice froi 
India during the ensuing year. As regards exports from India proper, tl 
existing form of control will be continued. The quantities allowed for expoi 
will be restricted to the minimum requirements of foreign countries whic 
are dependent on India for supplies. These will be rationed according t 
(juarterly allotments which will be communicated to the Collectors of Custort 
at the Ports of Calcutta, Madras, Bombay and Karachi and will be distr 
buted by them amongst established shippers on the basis of previous s!^i{ 
rnents to the country concerned. Conditions in Burma have ehtailecT tl 
enforcement of a more stringent scheme of control over exports from -th^ 
province. In order to keep down internal prices, exports to foreign countrii 
will be restricted to the suimlus estimated to be available for export aft€ 
providing for the needs of India. All sales and purchases for export froi 
Burma will be made through the Rice Commissioner who will not purcha^ 
rice throughout 1920 at a higher rate than the equivalent of rupees one hui 
dred and eighty per hundred baskets of paddy. It is considered that this figiiri 
which has been fixed after consultation with the local Government and fk 
trade, is the highest limit to which prices in Burma can be ahoweef to rh 
without detriment to the consumer, but that it. is at the same time#a piic 
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price would, in il^e absence of special measures, be to concenti;a^ 
large profits in the hands of e^cporting merchants, and it is clearly desirable 
that these profits should be shared by the community at Jarce. The Rice Coih- 
miseioner will, therefore, sell rice to foreign countries either by tender or at 
such""prices as he considers fair with reference to prevailing rates, and the 
difference between the purchase and sale price will lie realised for Govern- 
ment, It is impossible to estimate the probable extent of the profits, but it 
is recognized they will be made partly at the expense of producers in Burma 
who would, if control were removed, derive large profits from the present con- 
dition of world markets and world prices. For this reason the Government 
of India have decided that the net profits of the scheme should be made over 
to the Burma Government, subject to a limit of one 'Tore, on condition 
that the money will be expended for the benefit of the cultivator. The sclieme 
ot control which has been designed to attain the desired objects and whidi 
will come into effect from the first January, 19^0, is as follows:— ( 1) No 
exports will be permitted except under license from the RWe CoTnmissioner. 
(2) All importing countries will be rationed and given fixed quarterly allot- 
ments. (J) The Rice (Commissioner will jieriodically invite tenders from 
foreign jiuicliasers for the amounts allotted, fixing a inininiuin prii'e which 
may be \aried on each occasion at his discretion, but in the (‘ase both of pur- 
chascs and sal(‘s he wdll have a margin of discretion whether in making allot- 
ments to millers and shippers or in airepting offers from foreign exfiorters 
(4) The maximum price to be paid by the Rice (kuiiinissioner throughout the 
year wdll not exceed the equivalent for big mills specials oi rupees one hundred 
and eighty per hundred baskets of paddy. The jirices of other (|iialities of rice 
\vil I l)(‘ s(0 1 ](mI on a H \(*d rat lo in })i’0|)orl ion t.n tln^ pricM* of hiti’ noils spr dais and 
no tenders at any higher prices wdll be accepted. (5) 1die (jiiantity of rice 
wlndi will be allotted for export to India will he fixed montldy and will be 
supplicil by the Ric‘e Coiiiniissioner at cost pri(‘e, and in or<!er to previmt 
undue profits being made by Indian inifiorters the presi^nt system of con 
trol at Indian ports wdll for the present he continued (0) The h(nid(|uarters 
of the I^ice Oomniissioner w'ill be at Rangoon, but arraiigcmients have been 
made for purchasers and sales also at Moulmein, Akyab and Ihissein through 
liis representatives. 


a ovim unique referred to in the answer to clause (f)of question No. 40 
(unstarred) asked on the 5th March, 19'^0. 

GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

REVENUE DEPARTMENT. 

(Agriculture.) 

PRESS COMMUNIQUE. 

Calcutta the 11th February 1920. 

It is intimated for public information that the following control over the 
movements of rice from Bengal is in force: — 

(1) All exports of rice from Bengal by rail to other provinces are 

restricted to controlled amounts in the interests of the consumeff 
in Bengal. 

(2) All exports of rice from Bengal to other countries outside India 

are prohibited except by permission to such countries as are 
absolutely dependent upon India for their requirements and 
then only in minimum quantities and provided that tlie require- 
ments of those countries cannot be met from iJurina. 

• 

M. C McAlpin, 

Secretary to the Government of benyal. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

41 . 


Incrsase in the 
prue of nee. 


(a) With reference to the tabular statement (B) appended to the answer 
to the unstarred question No. 42 of the last meeting of the Council, are the 
Government in a position to explain the all-round increase of about Ee. 1-10 
per maund in the price of rice over that of last year, in view particularly 
of a favourable rice crop ? 


( h) What steps are Government taking to investigate the causes of the 
increase ? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a) The main reason underlying the rise in the price of rice, despite 
the favourable rice crop of the present year, is that the purcha.sing value of 
money has changed throughout the world owing to special causes generated 
by the war. Not only has the price of rice risen in Bengal, but the prices of 
almost all articles have risen all over the world. A statement is laid on the 
table showing the percentages by which the average price of foodstuffs has 
risen in different countries since the commencement of the war. In this 
connection the Hon ’ble Member is referred to a recent speech made by the Eight 
Honourable Mr. Lloyd George in the House of Gommons and reported in a 
Reuter’s telegram of the 10th February, in which the Prime Minister stated 
that the real explanation of dear living was the devaluation of money and that 
this devaluation existed throughout the world. 

{h) In the circumstances no separate investigation is deemed necessary; 
but all the economic facts and any new tendencies are always under examina- 
tion. so that any local causes, if any, may be analysed and if possible and 
necessary met by administrative action.” 


Statement referred to in the. answer to question No 4l {unstarred), asked on the 
5th March, 1920. showing the percentage rise in the price of foodstuffs in 


different countries since July, 1914. 

ConntricB. 

Belgium (Brussels) 

Swetlen 
Vienna 
Norway 
France (Paris) 

Portugal (Lisbon) 

Switrcrlaml (since June, 1914) 

United Kingdom 

Denmark 

Berlin 

Holland (Amsterdam) 

Italy (Rome) 

(Canada ••• 

United States 
Spain 

Australia (Commonwealth) 

New Zealand 
South Africa 
India (unweighted) 

Calcutta 

Bombay 

Madras 

Karachi 

Rangoon 


Percentage rise since 
July, 1914 

... 261 (August, 1919). 

... 207 (October, 1919). 

... 173 (August, 1917). 

... 198 (September, 1919). 

... 180 (November, 1919). 

... 151 (May, 1918). 

... 141 (September, 1919). 

... 134 (December, 1919). 

... 112 (July, 1919). 

... Ill (November, 1916). 

... 104 (October, 1919). 

... 141 (October, 1919). 

... 92 (November, 1919). 

... 84 (October, 1919). 

... 57 (March, 1919). 

... 48 (September, 1919). 

... 53 (November, 1919). 

... 54 (October, 1919). 

... 68 (End of September, 1919). 

.. 51 (December, 1919). 

... 93> 

••• |•(End of September, 1919), 
r." 42 J 
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By Kon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

42 . 

Will the Government be pleased to refer to the statP^ments of wliolesale h^n* 
and retail prices published in the Gazette o/ India and say whether they are 
in a position to explain the reason why the index prices of rice lately show a 
greater increase over those of corresponding periods of last year in the case 
of Bengal, than in most other provinces, in spite of a favourable outturn in 
Bengal this year? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

The Hon’ble Member is referred to suinmary table No 3 in the supple- 
ment to the Gazette of India dated the 14th Febriiarv. 1020 From this it 
will be apparent that the price of rice at the corresp(mding period last }ear 
in other parts of India with the exception of Bihar and Orissa, Burma and 
a few stations in the United Provinces was higher than in Bengal. There was, 
therefore, room for a greater increase in Rcnirml than in most other pr‘>vin(‘es.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

43 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to make a detailed statement about Ci.iitr 
the steps tliey propose to take for controlling movements of rice to other prov 
inces and abroad, giving particularly the maximum ijuantities up to which 
export will be allowed (?) to each of the Indian provinces and (//) abroad, 
as at present arranged, and the extent to which the stocks of the diflerent 
surplus districts will be allowed to be drawn U})on for tlie |)ur|>ose <' 

{h) What other steps, if any, are llie Government taking for (lis(*ouraging 
cornering and holding iif) of stocks of ri(!e for speculative j)nrposes? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. McAlpin:— 

“ (a) (f) Movements of Bengal rice by rail and sea to other provinces con- 
tinue to be regulated by the Diiec tor of Givil 8n[)plies in acconJancf* with allot 
merits made in favour of such provinces by the I)ej)uty FoodsiulTs ( 'ommis- 
sioner to the Government of India. The total (piantity of Bengal rice allot 
ted for such export is fixed inoiiilily by the Government of India in consulta- 
tion with the Government c»f Bengal. In the inteiaests ef cmj.snmrr in Bengal 
only such allotments hav(^. been allowed as will not, liav«) any a; precjahle eflect 
on the market. The allotment for January was 850 tons, thnt foi- Fehrii irv 
4,500 tons, and that for March is 10,350 tons against an import in the same 
month into Chittagong of 5,000 tons of Burma rice which is partially for* the 
Assam trade. 

Government have no intention of determining the amount uf) to which 
different districts will be drawn upon. Normal trade .movements Ix^tween 
districts render this undesirable 

{it) Movements of Bengal rice abroad are controlled by the Government 
of India , and the Hon’ble Member is referred to the communique issued by thr* 
Government of India on the 24th December, 1010, of whicdi a copy has been laid 
on the table. Such exports are prohibited except by permission to such couri 
tries as are absolutely dependent upon India for their requirements, and then 
only in minimum quantitiQis and provided that the requirements of those couu- 
tfies cannot be met from Burma. Allotments of exports from India are made 
quarterly. The allotment for exports of rice from Bengal ports for the 
current quarter is nil. 


riHt* it' 1 1 
priot t* 


.)! of 
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nee of different 
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Food value of 
Burma nee 


Questiom and Answers. The Eastern Frontier [5tH Ma* 
Fijles [Bengal Battalion) Bill ^ 1920. 

(b) From the above it will appear that the action which Government , 
taking is directed to the stabilisation of prices throughout the province by 
conservation of stocks within it and by giving publicity to this policy — v 
the answer to the Hon’ble Member’s question No. 43 (/). It naturally folk 
that individuals within the province should also conserve their surplus stoc 
but there is very little evidence of actual cornering or of the holding up 
stocks deliberately for speculative purposes.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

44. 

Will the Government be pleased to say whether they are considering 
desirability of investigating the comparative food values of rice of differ 
standards and kinds and according to the different methods of huskii 
cleaning and cooking in vogue in Bengal ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

“ Government are not considering the desirability of investigating 
comj)arative food values of rice on the lines indicated. The Hon’ble Mem 
will find certain information on the subject in the following publications 

‘ Indian Food Grains ’ by Dr. Church, 18&b. 

The Agricultural Ledger, 1903, No. 7, pages 175 — 78. 

Scientific Memoir No. 37 of 1910. 

Scientific Memoir No. 45 of 191 1 . ' 

Scientific Memoir No. 49 of 1912.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

45. 

Are the Government in a position to state what proportion of t 
controlled Burma rice now in stock is of the polished variety, and its fo 
value as compared with the ordinary quality of Bengal rice? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

” lliere is no Burma rice of polished variety now in stock. For its fo 
value the Hon’ble Member is referred to the following publications: — 

Scientific Memoir No. 37 of 1910. 

Scientific Memoir No. 45 of 1911. 

Scientific Memoir No. 49 of 1912.” 


THE EASTERN FRONTIER RIFLES (BENGAL BATTALIOI 

BILL, 1920. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson moved that the Report of the Sek 
Committee on the Eastern Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion) Bill, 1920, 
taken into consideration. 

vHe said : — 

* ’’^When the Eastern Bengal Volunteer Rifles (Bengal Battalion) B 
"Was introduced into Council the Hon’ble Member in charge explained tl 
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genel&iB of the Bill. After the last partition in 191 2 the Military Police in 
b >th ‘Bengal and Assam were governed by the provisions of the Eastern 
Bengal and Assam Military Police Act of 1912. 'bhe Assam (lovernmenl 
propose to revise this Act in ordc^r to tmiphasise the military position and 
duti^i^ of the Assam Military Police of which the Force won* proud, and it 
was decided that the oppori unity should be taken to gt*t nd of the anomaly 
of the military police in Bengal being governed by ilie Assam Act. Eiupiiries 
showed that the force in Bengal were equally ])roiiil of its militai'y record 
and it was di;cided to fall into line with Assam in giving a military title to 
the force. The j)resenl Bill effects this and reproduces the provisions wliudi 
have governed the force pracitically sinc«> it c ime into t‘.\istenc(‘, tin' only 
alterations made btdng those neci‘ssita!(*d by the new milit ary t il Ic of t he 
force. The Bill has been puldishod and criticism invited, and ii is a tiabul-e 
to the suitability cf the organisation as a whole that pract icrally in» ern icisin 
has been forthcoming. Tin' Select Fominitlee whicdi considi'ri'tl tin' Bill 
.were unaniinously of opinion tliat no change was lu'cessary in any of its 
provisions. I, therefore, now move that the Ib'port of tin' Si'lect (’onunitlc(> 
on the Eastern Frontier Rilies (Bengal Battalion) Bill, 1920, bt' taki'ii into 
consideration.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson moved that the Bill, as settled in Council, 
be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


THE BENGAL ALLUVIAL LANDS BILL, 1920. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Camming intro luce ! a Ibll to prevent dispiil ch 
concerning the possi'Hsion of C(n'lain lands in B-*ngal gaiin'd by alia \nf)n, oi* 
by dereliction of a riv('r or the sea. 

He said : — 

Sir, I beg leave to introduce tin' Beaigd Alluvial Lands Bill, 192(1. 
This Bill is intended to prevent riots in (‘(jinn^ciion with lands gained by 
alluvion or by the dereliction of a riven’ or the sea in thed(dtai(; tracts in 

Bengal. This is a problem wlmdi has long be(*n uinl'n* tlic- con.sidcrat ion of 

Government. In fact, so far back as tin; commeiiccnn'nt ot tln^ 19th ccnlury, 
in view of the serious nature of tln^proldem tin* S)lution was put forward 
that all such lands should be placed under the direct control of flic (.olbjcior. 
That solution, some Hon’ble Members will be rolie,ved to hear, (lover riment 
have not adopted. Of the more recent negotiations, the hisforv will be, found 
in the Statement of Objects and Rcnisons atttacbed to the Bill, wdiicli 1 shall 
briefly recapitulate. In 1905, a Bill dealing with tin' pi’ blein was prepared 

and circulated for criticism. Its general policy met with the approval of 9 

associations out of 13 who were consulted. But Government did not proct'ed 
with it, because the ajnendrnent of the Criminal Proci'dure t,olc vvas tlnm 
under consideration. In 1910, it was, however, decidfid that the prohlem was 
peculiar to Bengal; and, therefore, no provision could mad<f ih »n all - 
India Act for its solution. The question of legislatjim waft tlimr Jeft pendyig 
the completion of the riverain surveys of the province 1 hesfljiave* now, so 
far as the principal areas are oohcernefl, namely, the alluvial lands in the 
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Dacca and Chittagong Divisions and some other areas along the Ganges, 
been completed. Tli(o'a is now no reason for further delay and Govcrntnent 
have therefore decided to take action. A Hill has accordingly been drafted 
in which an attempt has boon made to correct the defects of the Bill of the^ 
year 11)05. , 

Now what is the problem which we desire to solve ? Put briefly, 
it is that of the prevention of riots on alluvial land for the purpose of obtain- 
ing possession of that land l)y force. I need hardly take up the time of the 
Council with an (daboration of the intensity apd frequency of these riots. 
In the words of th(* Kvidence Act I tfiink this may be taken to be a fact oP 
which lh(‘ (amncil might take judicial notice. But, if any member of this 
('ouneil desires detailed information, I would refer him to the final Settlement 
Beports of the districts of Dacca and Faridpur, paragraph 343 of the former 
Ib port and i)aragra)jhs 1 15 — 120 of the latter. These will give him an idea 
of the lawlessness which prevails on account of the impossibility of exact 
knowledge ol title when a char appears in the Ganges, — of the ease with 
which valuable crops can be grown on these chars, — and of the advantage 
which is gained by the strong man who can enforce initial possession. One 
settlement officer says that the crime of rioting is a blot on the administration 
of the district ; and the other says that the law has failed in every respect. 

But it may be asked why there should be any necessity for a separate 
law, as there is already provision in section 145 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code for the settlement of such disputes on the basis of possession. But 
that is precisely where the trouble comes in. In the ordinary land dispute 
some one is in possession, and it is the duty of the criminal courts to maintain 
that person in possession. In disputes regarding newly formed chars no one 
is in possession ; the land is a pure gift of Nature and the advantage lies with 
the person who by physical forctj is able to enforce initial possession. In fact 
the law as stated in section 145 is practically the exact opposite? of what it 
ought to be for the present jairpose ; for far from stopping riots in connection 
with chars it simply promotes them. Any law, therefore, which we frame 
must ignore |K3ss('Ssion. It must only take account of title. That is the first 
essential. 

The second essential is that some one must have power to intervene 
before a dispute actually comes lo a head in order to prevent a riot taking 
place, ^^'e may legislate for effecting a decision in a disputi? on the question 
ol’ title instead of on rdiat of possession ; but the prospect of growing valuable 
crops oil these chars or of obtaining rent from them would still form an 
attraction whether the would-be land owners consider they have a right to 
Natuni’s gil't of alluvial land or not. We have accordingly proposed to give 
to the Collector the power to step in and intervene before a riot actually takes 
place by attaching the land when he is credibly informed that a dispute 
likely to cause a breach of the peace exists or is likely to arise in regard to 
any alluvial land. This is the second essential. c 

If these two essentials be conceded, it is obvious that there must be some 
connecting link between the two. This link it is proposed t5 create by the 
direction in the Bill that the Collector should refer the dispute to the Civi^ 
Court who will decide it as if it were an ordinary title suit. Regarding 
details I may add that it is proposed to protect the person, who may be 
nltimately held by the Civil Court to be the legitimate landlord of any 
aJlus^al land, from losses of any bonus on the settlement of land, by making ^ 
proviluon under the rule.s under clause 2 of section 7 for the levy by the 
Collector of such bonus from any tenant on behalf of such person. 

’ tlhe ^^cht^s of this rural rioting which Government desire to prevent may 
not be heard in urban Calcutta r but it is-^i very real evil. A century’s 
experience has fhown that neitljef Ttfe Civil Courts nor the Criminal Courts 
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npr ; detailed survey of a constantly changing tract can stop this lawless- 
ness , and it is incumbent upon Government to devise some other method. 

With these remarks, Sir, 1 beg leave to introduce the Bengal Alluvial 
Lands Bill.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


THE AMENDED DRAFT FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 6. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Marr presented the amended draft Financial Statement 
for Bengal for 1920-21.' 


lie said : — 


“ Sir, 1 have the honour to present to the (Jouneil the ^Amended 
Draft Financial Statement for the year 1920-21. My remarks may be briei, 
as Hon’ble Members have already received copies of the j)aj)ers and tlie general 
financial situation of the Presidency in the current and coming year has been 
explained at some length in them. 


We started the current year with a balance which was Rs 1,48,000 
better than we expected. The outstanding feature of the year, however, is 
that the receipts have far exceeded our expectations. We expec t to get from 
Stamps Rs. 22^ lakhs, Income-tax Rs. 66^ lakhs, Registration Rs. 8 lakhs, 
Jails Rs. and from Scientific and Mis(‘el1aneous, on account of sale of 
• quinine to the military authorities, al)out Rs. 7^ lakhs, over tlie budget 
liuures On the expenditure side also, the sanctioned estimates, so far as 
can be foreseen at present, are likely to be excc^eded by over Rs 14 lakhs for 
reasons fully explained in the memorandum 

As for the coming year, our revenue estimates have been framed in the 
hojjc that the industrial and commercial activity of the current \ear will 
continue. 


During the period of the war the most rigid economy had to be exercisetJ. 
The obvious consequence, however, has been that .'ill branches of the adminis- 
tration have suffered as the result of the financial stnr.i'ency. whici pre- 
vented the continuance of the progressive policy initiated in 1 JH-lo, and 
there is therefore, much leeway to make up The result of this economv for 
the last four years has been a large increa.se in our ba knees, the bii k of whic ti. 
however, represents unspent balam-es of earimirked Imperial grants. ' * ' 
places us at any rate in the possession of some ready money for expenditure 
on .schemes involving non-recurring expenditure with which again to initmte 
'a progressive policy now that hostilities have ce.ised. 

A sum of Rs ‘22,6H,000 has been allowed to give effect U) the recom- 
mendations of the Public Services Oommission, anef provision fas also 
made in the next year’s budget to meet the urgent demands of all the deji.irt 
it; wiTh the Jesuit thafthe expenditure estimates exceed the revenui. 
estimates of the year by Rs. 63,65,000. 

It is still impossible to give any forecast of what the financial f'»t«re of 

are .Still under consideratiOT^^^ pressed 

S^lr. 1" Tw. oodd. In thU w. w.r. .bly 
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io© me jimenaea uraji r tnanctac statement. lom march 

Mr, Gumming, 

by the lon-official members of the Finance Committee. Nothing more can 
now be done until the Committee on Financial Relations has come to its 
conclusions. 

Hon'ble Members will of course remember that the figures as now 
furnished are only provisional and that they will not be final until the budget 
is finally presented. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 7. 

The Hoii’ble Mr. Gumming introduced the following heads : — 

Revenue — 

I. — Land Revenue. 

Expenditure — 

3. Land Revenue. 

Revenue — 

IX. — Forests. 

Expenditure — 

II. Forests. 

18. General Administration. 

Revenue — 

XVIII. — Ports and Pilotage. 

Expenditure — 

21. Ports and Pilotage. 

Revenue — 

XX lA. — Agriculture. 

Expenditure — 

26A. Agriculture. 

Revenue — 

XXIB. — Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 
Expenditure — 

26B. Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 


He said 

^ “Sir, I have the honour to introduce the main heads under ‘Land 
Revenue ' and its connected subjects. As the Financial Statement has been 
pfepared in much detail, I shall not intrude on much of the time of the 
Council. 

. The estimate for receipts under the head ‘ Land Revenue ’ was prepared 
last year on the asaiinyption %at the year 15,19 would be a good agricultural 
year. Tfaia ecto^tioa lots on^iAa%l\ole been fulfilled, and a small increase 
of reveYine is antUSpateJ, althou^ haa^^bfen distress in Bankura and 
Brahmanbaria jtod in eertain Jj^astSrii'^Beiii^ districts on account of the 
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cyclone of September last. For next year, the estimate of such receipts has 
also l^en ronned on the assumption that agricultural conditions will continue 
to be good. Un the expenditure side, the budget estimate is about lakhs 
111 excess of the revrised estimate for the current year. 

This is due to — 

(2) a provision of Rs. 2^ lakhs in pursuance of the policy of appointing 
circle officers ; . k 

{2) the payment of a debt to the Government of India of nearly 
Rs. 3 lakhs for expenditure incurr(‘d by them in the land revenue 
settlements cionductecl during the settlement operations in thci 
district of Bakarganj ; 

(5) tho provision of over Rs. 10 lalch.s to give effect to the nn'ornmenda- 
tions of the Public Servict'S (’ommirtsion for tlie improvement of 
the pay and inospeots of tlie Indian and Provincial thvil 
Services ; and 

{4) the provision of Rs. 2J- lakhs for the df^velopnumt of Kaliinpong as 
a hill station. 


In the case of tlie Forest Depart nuMit, wc may congratulate ourH(‘lv(^s on 
an expected inenvase of revenue during the current year of over Rs. lakhs 
more than was anticipat(*(l, whilst tlie estimate for expendit iin* will ])rol)ahly 
i)(^ only exceeded liy a little over a lakh ami a half, 'riiis is due to tin* fa(‘t 
that (l('partmental operations arc^ Ixnng comliietiMl on a moro extensivf' scale 
than lias hitherto ixam tin; (iasc and to an incr(^as(‘d (jemand for raw mate- 
rials. Next year, we anticipatf^ still larger reveniie.s, in all Rs. 20 lakhs, for 
the same reasons. The i‘stimate for expendituia* for lU'Xl yt^ar is, however, 
over Rs. 4 lakhs in excess of the revised estimate for the presmit year. This 
is diK; to the necessity for making provision for communications, huihlings, 
improvements, (dc., (‘xpemlituia* on which had been ri^^orously (‘urtaih*d 
during the war. iMueh ol this will repay itself. Half a lakh has also heen 
provided for the reorg inization of the Subordinate I'oresi Servicfe The m‘tt 
surplus has been expanded to the extent of throe and a half lakhs in throe 
years. 

Under the head ‘Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments ’ the larg(‘ 
increase in the revised estimate of nc^arly Rs. 6 lakhs is chiefiy dm* to the 
large quantity of quinine supplied for the frontier campaign. In the estimate 
for 1920-21, normal provision has bt^en made for tiie (h'mdiona Plantations. 

A sum of Rs. 10,090 has been provided in the budget for Fisheries as 
the first instalment of the money required for the establishment of a carp- 
cull ural station near Calcutta with a view to the proper investigation of the 
various problems connected with the breeding, development and growth of 
carp. 

The general agricultural budget includes the Co-opm-ative l)ef)artment, 
the Veterinary Department, as well as the Agricultural Department proper. 
These departments arc not large revenue-paying departments, but tlie revenue 
head is remarkable for ^ increase of sales of wilk cocoons from the sericul- 
tural nurseries since the year 1917-18 by over half a lakh of rupe(*H ; and ^ 
further advance of half a lakh is anticipated next year. On the expenditure 
side, provision has been made for the proper expansion of the agriculturaT 
department by the provision of Rs. 2^ lakhs more than the original budget 
for the current year. Provision has been made for the establialrment of font 
more farms in accordance with the, policy adopted by Govemment of graduayy 
establishing a farm in every district for the of another, 

botanical expert and for giving^pffect tatbeTlJ^sm^ oU of ^perial ' 

officers in accordance with x4e>e<j^TJ|lenaat:ion8 of th(r Public , Services 
Commission. There is also .provision for ttK> Dacca'viernaCtillr agricultural 
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school which was started on the 15th January last and for the Chinsura 
school which it is hoped will be ccmpleled in June. There is at pres^ent no 
provincial provision for the Agricultural Institute at Dacca ; for the initial 
expendifure of Rs. 75,000 for the acquisition of land was met from an 
Imperial grant. We shall try to obtain another grant, but, failing that, we 
sliall rely on savings in order to commence its construction next year. The 
increased expenditure of about a lakh of rupees for Co-operative Societies is 
du(‘tothe development of that Department and to the necessity of the 
creation of an adequate staff to keep pace with that development in accordance 
with the statutory obligations of the State. 

Revenue — 

XVIII. — Ports and Pilotage. 

Expenditure — 

21. — Ports and Pilotage. 

1 also beg to introduce the subject ‘Ports and Pilotage’ under rho 
Marine l)('partmcnt. Owing to shipping difficulties during the war ‘pilotagf* 
rocei))ts ’ fell. It is now hoped rhat tlie tonnag(‘ of the Port of Calcutta will 
gradually increase and that a rapid recovtuy in the re(;piprs will be effected. 

As regards the Port of Chittagong the position has been alt(‘red since 
last year. It has been settl€3d in consultation witli the Government of India 
tljat th(^ Imperial Governnumt will take ov(3r the administration of the Port 
of Chittagong as the terminal of the Assam-Bengal Railway ; but it has Ix'cn 
recently intimat('d that it will not be | ossible to undertake at present the 
necessaiy legislation in the Imperial Council. In the meantime, therefore, the 
existing arrangement will continue.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan introduced 
the following heads : — 

Expenditure — 

19A. Courts of Law. 

24B. Sanitation. 

Revenue — 

XXXL — Civil works in charge of Civil officers. 

Expenditure — 

45. Civil works in charge of Civil officers. 

He said ; — 

“ Expenditure — 

19A. — Courts of Law. 

Sir, I rise to introduce the figures relating to Courts of Law. The totaf 
budget estimate for 1919-20 w^as Rs. 1,04,36,000, but the revised estimate 
was raised to Rs. 1,06^3,000. This increase is due mainly to the additional 
temporary courts which it has been found necessary to open, to cope with 
the steady iu,c^ase in Judicial Vork, and partly to the payment of war 
allowances to ttenials and " tci expenditure under ‘Supplies and 

Services ’ and * Contingencies.’^ ^ ‘ ^ 
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The total expenditure for 1920-21 has been estimated at Us. 1,14,37,000 
whichi besides providing for a Iiirther increase in the v'oliiiiie of judicial 
work, includes provision of Rs. 2,50,000 for t he improvement of the pay of 
the officers of the Provincial Judicial Service, against a lump provision of 
Rs. P25,000 for the same purpose in the current year’s budget, and a 
provision of Rs. 52,788 for an additional Julge of the* Higli Tourl and his 
establishment for the whole year, as well as Rs. 10,668 for tiit‘ re-organisiation 
of the record-room of tlu' Appellate Side of tliat Court. 

Provision has also been madt' in the biidgt't for 1920-21 for the addi- 
tional Judge of the Small Cause Court and his establislmient throughout the 
year. Proposal for the permanent n^tmition of this additional Judgt^ has been 
recommended to the Govermiumt of India, be(;ause the ('xisling staff of 
Judges is unable to cope with th«‘ volume of work wliieh conu's l)eior(‘ the 
Court and also because it is proposiG to relievt' the Registrar of liis judicial 
functions. Provision has also been iiiadt^ for the Additional Lt^gal Renn'in- 
brancer and his establishment, tlu' t(‘rni of whost* appoint mtnii. has b(u*ii 
provisionally extended, 'riuo’e has Iummi, howt'vco’, a conslderalde r(^diie4 ion 
under the h(‘ad ‘Charges un<](^r the Ihdence of India Act ’ from Rs. 50.0110 
in 1919-20 to Rs. 5,000 in 1920-21. 

It has not beim found possible t«) make provision in th(' Proviiudal (h\'il 
Works Budg(‘t for any new judicial major w(U'ks for the yt‘ar 19:0-21. Ihough 
a sum of Rs. 50,000 has Ix'en provided in tin' binIgtU for judicial minor 
works as was done in this y^xir’s budgi't. 

2 1 Ih — Sanitation. 

Sir, 1 now have tlx' honour to introduce lor the (M)nsideration of 
Council the hgure.s relating to sanitation. Tin* expenditure lor tin* fuirrimt 
year was oi'iginally estiniat(*d «'it Rs. 18.66,000 and has now been r(‘(luc(xl lo 
Rs. 15,00,000 owing largely to the translcr, to the Irrigation Pejiartinent, ol 
funds for (^xpemdit ure on ant i-nialarial works The llejiart inent act s as th(‘ 
agent of the Sanitary DepartnuMt in regard to lht*se schemes and theia* is 
no diversion of funds from sanitation, ddn^ chnd ittmis ol expimdilnii’e sanc- 
tioned during tlie current year from the grants for sanitary improvement 
are shown in pagt‘ 41. 

As regards the expenditure lor the coming year t In^ statement given in 
Appendix C on page 0)1 of the amended draft iMnaneial Stateiiumt shows that 
we are budgetting for the large sum of Rs. 19,. >0,000 to ht*. spent on anti- 
malarial works, on schemes of sinitary enginrMn'ing and ceitain uumrimg 
charges and that we propose to hU{)ph‘ment th(^ 9^ lakhs grant by drawing 
on the accumulated halaiices of Impcnaal grant‘d to the (^xtcuit o( neaily 
10 lakhs in order to provide for developments ol public health work. 

Under the head of ’ Recurring Sanitary Charges ’ I may draw attention 
to the large provision for quinine^ grants. During tln^ current year the sum 
of Rs. 50,000 was allotted bjr this i)urpos(^ and the amount is to b(* doubhxl 
in the coming vear. Another item of particular intertist is that ol Rs. 45,000 
for coritributums hy Government towards t he pay <>1 district he;dth rJhf^ers. 
It is hoped that this* allotment will enable Government to prove e hall the 
pay of the Health Officers who arc to l)e appointeil hy District boards next 
vear. The entry of Rs. 10.000 fur a Subordinate Sanitary S(o*vice calls loi 
k brief explanation. Hitherto subordinate- iruMlical officers, siudi as Nib- 
Assistant Surgeons, who are recpiired for the Sanitary Department, have, been 
lent by the Medical Department un ler the SurgeoiiAxeaeral ; hut there has 
been increasing difficulty in obtaining their services, and consequently it 
has been thought adviss^ble to provide for their separate recruitmeni- and on 
that account a separate allotment has been made. 

A lakh has been provided for 
disease which was initiated last 


coatinuing the campaign against hwkworin 
under His Excellency’s auspices. 
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ProviBion han been made for the establishment at Dacca of a laboratory for 
the analysis of food and water which ii is hoped will relieve the pressure on 
the Sanitary Commissioner’s laboratory in Calcutta. Rupees 30,01)0 have been 
allotted for child- widfare work which is now the subject of enqfuiry by a 
special eommittc^e appointed by Government. Their report has not yet [)een 
received, but it is considered advisable to provide money to enable a forward 
movement to be ma It^, e.g.^ by having dais trained by medical men in the 
mufassal. A lar^e sum, viz , Rs. 50,000, has also been set aside for a publicity 
bureau, the object of which is to develop and extend public health 
propaganda. 


Revenue — 

XXX. — Civil Works in charge of Civil Officers, 
pjxpenditiire — 

45. — Civil Works in charges of Civil Officers. 

I shall now introduce^. th(‘ figures relating to Civil Works in charge of 
Civil Officers. 

ddie l)udget estimates of roc(‘ipts for the (mrrent year was Ks. 1,69,000, 
but in the revised (‘stimat(^ this has been reduced to Rs. 1,45,000. Idie 
decrease lias Ikmui made mainly with nderence to tin', ac^tiials of the iirst nine 
months of the current year under the head ‘Tolls’. The l)udget estimate 
for 19i0-21 is Rs. 4,45,000, 

As regards exjienditun', tin* di^crt^ase of Rs. 3,95,000 in the revised 
estimate is mainly a( triliutablo to the transfer to the head '21 — Ports and 
Pilotage ’ of a sum of Rs. 3,25,000 for payment of a grant to the Port 
(hjirimissioners for the improvement of the Port of fdiittagong 

The estimate for 1920-21 is Rs. 12,50,000 of which details for 
Rs. 11,17,000 are given on page 53 of the Financial Statement.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 9. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Cowley introduced the following heads : — 

Revenue — 

XXIX. — Irrigation — Major Works. 

Expenditure — 

42. Irrigation — Major Works — Working Expenses. 

Revenue — 

XXX. — Minor Works and Navigation. 

Expenditure — 

43. Minor Works and Navigation. 

Revenue — 

XXXI. — Civil Works in charge of the Public Works 

Department. 

Expenditure — 

45. Civil Works „,in charge of the Public Works Depart- 
ment. ^ 
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He :aid : — 

‘‘Sir, I have the honour to introduce for the coiiHideration of Council the 
Public Works heads of the budget entitled — 

Irrigation — Major Works — 

XXIX — Receipts. 

42 — Expenditure ; also 
Minor Works and Navigation — 

XXX — Receipts. 

4 3 — Ex pend i t u »* . 

The major works included within t his Pi esidtuicy comprise tin* Midnajxire 
and Hijli Tidal Canals. The child’ sources of reviniue ary tin* water rat(‘ 
collections on account of the ari^as irrigated from the Midnap *re Irrigat ion 
Canal system and tolls received from navigation on the Midnafxne and Hijli 
Tidal Canals. The revenue derived from Irrigation remains more or less a 
constant figure, whereas the roiadpts from navigation vary. The small total 
incrtjase in tin? revised estimates for tht‘ current year is due to the increased 
receipts under navigation, owing to the shortagi^ of railway wagons and tin* 
diversion of rail way goo Is traffic to boat traffic on the Hijli Tidal Cdinal. The 
budget estimate for 1920-21 follows the la'vised estimate for the (nirrent yi^ar, 
on the assumption that this boat traffic will (jontinue during that year. 

In regard to expen<liture umbu- the major head 42, I have nothing to add 
to the statement made on page 51 of tln^ am(‘nd(‘ 1 draft Financial Statement. 

In regard to inlnoi' works an 1 navigation, tin* chit*! souiaa*^ of noa'iiue 
are the tolls n^f'civtMl from navigation on tin* t lalcutta (finals, tin' Suinh'rhans 
steamer routt' and tin* Madai’ijiur liil (’anal which together form the 
navigable route for boats and inland steamers ’lx*! wi'eii Calcutta and I’aistern 
Bengal. Huring the fiast 3 }ears tin* in t n*v(*nue reeeivixl Iroin tin* 
Madari[)Ur Bil Canal has bemi in (‘xcess of G |)t*r (x‘tjt. on the* (kif)ital ex[>endi- 
tunv During 1918-19, 5,880 steam(*rs and Hats made use ol this route 
for the transport itioii of 124 lakhs of maunds of cargo. Owing to this lai’gi* 
increase in traffic, woi’k on t he widening of t in* (kinal has been comnn*n(;ed and 
will be continued during tln^ coming yt‘ar. A provision ol Rs. 4,70,000 has 
been made in the current year’s n'viscd bu lgt*t loi* exj>enditure on this work ; 
and for next year a sum ol Rs. 7,00.0()0 has been jirovided. 1 he total cost ol 
widening is estimat(?d at Rs. i7.00,0()0; and tin* work will be pushed •on as 
rapidly as possible. 

An estimate amounting to Hs. 10,2o,3ol inelusivn ol I, he usual percamtagi*. 
charges for establishment and tools and plant has been sanctiornMl lor tin' 
reconstruction of the Kidderpore bridge. During tin* cairrent year a sum of 
Rs. 70,000 has been provided in tin' revised budget for expen in urc during 
the year, and, for expenditure during 1920-21, a sum of Rs. 6,50,000 has xuui 
included in the budget estimate. 

A project for the partial canalisation of the Tolly^s Nullah has l.orn. 
initiated and a sluice is now under construction at Saiaukp<jtha. at tlu- 
junction of the Tolly’s Nullah with the B.dyadhari river. A sum ol 
Rs. 1,00,000 has been proviJed in tlie revise<l osti mates for the current year 
for expenditure on this work and the work is now nearing ,/ • 

amount provided for expen.liture in the budget estimates for 
Rs. 5,000. When introdtrcing for the consideration of Council the i nb nr 
Works heads of the budget for the year l!>iy-20, I point.-Al mit t.iat ih,, 
efforts of Government in the Irrigation Department were largely expemhp 
in the conservation an 1 iitf^rovement ^f water^s, and that incxtncablv 
bound up wifli tHil que9«5dn was the question of drainage. I further state l 
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that cata wore being collected lo enable Government to deal effectually with 
the whole problem of river improvement ; and as an example of a project of 
this charactcjr, I alludful to the work of the improvement of the Bidyadhari 
river. During the (uirrent year, work' in connection with the improvement 
of the Bidyadhari river has been continued, and the revised estimates for 
the current year provide for an expenditure of Rs. 2,10,000 on this work. 
A further sum of Rs. 80,000 has been provided for expenditure during 
1920-21. 

Measures already begun lor mitigating the effects of I he Damodar floods by 
the improveincmt of the exit chaniuds of the flood water inlo the Kupnarain 
river have Ikhui continued during the year ainl the probable (‘.xpenditure 
during the current year will l)e Rs. 2,38,000. A further provision of 
Rs. 1,76,000 has been made in the budget estimate for 1920-21. 

Investigations wlnddi w(M-t^ taken up in connection with the construction 
of reservoirs in tlu^ catcdiment of the Damodar river have been concluded 
during the current year, and W(‘ now^ have available tlie necessary data for 
the preparation of a proj(ict for the control of the floods of the river for 
the consideration of Government. During the curiam t yt'.ar a sum of 
Rs. 8,000 is lik(‘ly to be expended on these investigations ; and a provision 
of Rs. 2,000 has been made in the iicxt year’s l)udget (‘stimale to permit of 
further investigations if found necessary. 

During the year, work in connection with the Amiral)ad and Pichabani 
drainage projects in the (Jontai subdivision of th(' district of Midnaporo has 
been started, and it is expected that a sum of Rs. 1,00,0(>0 will be expended 
during t ln^ current year on these two project s ; work will Ix' continued during 
the year 1920-21, and it is hoped that it may be possible to com])lete these 
two projects during the yt‘ar. For tlu'se wairks a sum of Rs. l,90,0i’0 has 
been ])rovid(xl for exjienditure during the year 1 920-21. 

A provision of Rs. 1,00.000 has also been madi^ for the improvement of 
the drainage conditions of the Bullee Bil in the 24--Parganas. 

In regard to ineasuri's of anti-malarial drainage, the following works 
have becm either completed or an‘- nearing completion : — 

(1) Banka scheme. 

(2'> Improvement of the Saras wati river. 

(3) Baragachi project. 

(4) Monikhali project. 

The exjienditure involved on these works is not provided for in the 
Public Works Department budget, but is provided in the Civil Department 
budget under sanitation. The sum required for expenditure during the 
year is, however, transferred to the Public Works D<‘partment for expendi- 
ture. Under the Sanitary Drainage Act the following projects are now 
under construction : — 

(1) Arul Bil (Jessore). I 

f2) Amta (Howrah). 

(3) Jaboona (Jessore, Nadia and 24-Parganas). 

(4) Nawi Sunthi (24-Parganas). 

These “^lorks wdll be continued, and I hope that the Arul Bil scheme 
will bo completed and considerable progress made on the others in the course 
of next year. Surveys in c.onnection with anti-malarial drainage projects. are 
(H)ntinuing, and new projects are being developed. Provision for the general 
niaintenanee of works in efficient condition and for siliall original wo^^ks of an 
important nature have also been included in thfe revised estimates for the 
current year, and for expenditure on similar work’f during 
. 
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Revenue — 


XXXI— Civil Works ia charge of the Public Works Department. 
Expenditure — 

45.— Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department. 


r "1 Produce for the consicleration of the Council the HuJget 

for CtvU IVork.i tn charge oj (he PuhUc HW/.-.S Department. 

On the receipt side I have nothing to add to the remarks in the amended 
draft financial statement. 


The grant for Works m progress ’ for tin* next year includes provision 
for relaying the surface of some of the roads on tin* Calcutta Maidau with tar 
macadam, coutiuumg the improv,.mcnts of the Duars Ibunls, and providing a 
watei-supplj^and new roads in connection with tlie dovclojimcut of Kalimiiong 
as a hill station. Provision is also made for protecting the river bank at Pabna 
against erosion of the river Ganges." 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 10. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Hornell introduced (lie following heads 

Revenue — 

XIX. — Education. 

Expenditure — 

22. Education. 

He said : — 

‘‘ Mr. President, I rise to lay before the Council the heads of Rovonut^ 
and Expenditure of the Education Budget for the coming financial year. 


Revenue. 

The receipts a^e growing — Rs. in Pn6-17 and Rs. 9, 8'^, 109 in 

1918-19 and the estimate I now jflace Indon* you is Rs. ll,o0,0(K). Tli(‘ 
incnuise is mainly due to the larger income deriviwl from ft'es paid in Govern- 
ment Colleges and Schools. 


Expenditure. 

The expenditure side has als ) grown — from Its. 76,8^4^- in 1910-17 to 
Rs. 1.21,42,009, the amount which it is proposed to spend during the criming 
finaneial year. The figures on page 3.^ of the iMiiancial Statement illustrate 
the stages of this growth. 

The sanctioned bu iget for the current financial year stands at 
fe. 97,86,000. Looking to the actual expenditure during the first nine 
months of the financial year, as also to the fact that no ca[)it il oxpendifurt^ 

be incurred during the j^eriod from the grant provided bir giving cffi ct 
to the recommendations of the Calcutta L Diversity Commissi' m. it is antici- 
pated that the expenditure during tlie year will fall short of the samitiomid 
estimate by Rs. 2,78,000, and will bo in fact Rs. 95,08,000 

Tln^, 'budget for the "period in prospect has been fixed at Rs. 1,21,42,000, 
a figure which exceeds the budget estimate for the current financial year by 
more than lakhs and thp^anticipated expen Jilure of the current financial 

8 
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year by nearly 26J lakhs. The now items included in the programme oi 
educational expenditure for the coming financial year are ex[)lained in the 
Financial Statement on pages 35-38 and 82*88. I do not therefore repeat them 

Besides the expenditure proposed under the main head it is anticipatec 
that Rs. 10,30,000 will be spent by the Public Works Department in origina 
building works for the Education Department and provision has been mad( 
accordingly. Details are to be found on page 58 of the Financial Statement. 

The various recurring Imperial grants which have been sanctioned froii 
time to time have been provided in full. These grants include, as I shal 
show later, the Imperial recurring assignment of Rs. 5,45,000 for the Dacc£ 
University. 

The Finance Member has already shown that a sum of Rs. 1,22,23,00( 
still stands to the credit of the Bengal Education Department, by reason o 
the balances of the various Imperial grants, which balances are still out- 
standing. During tlie coming financial year it is proposed to spend aboui 
Rs. 23,90,000 from these balances. 

I will now add a few words as to the various purposes on which this sun 
of Rs. 23,90,000 is to be spent. 


The Daooa University. 

It is proposed to devote from this amount a sum of Rs. 4,55,000 tc 
buildings and other capital charges necessary for the realisation of rhis long 
pending scheme. This assignment is not the only amount which is made 
available for this purpose in the budget estimates wliich I am now laying 
before you. In the years 1912-13 and 1913-14 Imperial recurring grants tc 
the extent of Rs. 5,45,000 were sanctioned for tlic^ Dacca University Scheme 
This amount has been provided in the estimates. We are now busily engagec 
in making such prepaiations as must be completed before the University car 
actually begin woik. 


The provision of a hostel Hi connexion with the Apprentices' 
Technical School, Kanchrapara, Eastern Bengal State Rail- 
way. 

This Council will remember that as a result of a resolution brought 
forward about this time year before last by the Hon’blo Sir R. N. Mukerjee 
and accepted by the Council, a sum of Rs. 45.000 was provided in the current 
year’s budget for the establishment of a hostel in connexion witli the Appren- 
tices’ Technical School, Kanchrapara. I need not repeat the details of the 
scheme. It is necessary to devote Rs. 31,000 of the balances to the comple- 
tion during the coming financial^;ear of this hostel. 


The establishment of a Technical Institute in Calcutta. 

The question of the training of engineering apprentices has indeed been 
bulking large during the last year. In addition to the Kanchrapara scheme 
the conference recently convened by His Excellency is formulating a scheme 
for a technical institute in Calcutta. This institute will be confined, to start 
with, to the instruction of apprentices in practically every branch of 
engineering other than mining engineering, but its subsequent fiflganSion into 
something more like a technological institute is oontemiyfated. In order %hat 
a start, long overdue, may be made in the direction of meetin|jf thife^ujed, it is 
proposed to devote 6 lakhs of the balances to the purchase of a sile and to 
provide from tfie balances a further sum of ^^akhs with w|Ucli to make a 
good start with the buildings. " 
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The Engineering College, SIbpur. 

The development of the Eni^ineering College at. Sibpur lias long been 
delayed by various suggestions that it should be moved from its present 
location. It has now been definitely docidt^d that it will remain wIkm'o it is, 
but the site and the geiiend sanitary con lition of the compoumi of the college 
need improvement and this improvement is a necessary preliminary ro the 
further develojiinent of the college. A sum of 2 lakhs has been provided 
from the balances for this purpose. 

Primary Education. 

Turning to primary education, it is preposed to assign d lakhs of the 
balances to the inauguration of the new sclumn' which lias recmitly been 
worked out as between the Kducatiun l)t‘p irtimnit and the ( Virporation for tin' 
improvement of pF-imary education in Calcutta. I’his schmne involves con- 
tributions from the Corporation as well as from funds at llu' disjiosal of 
Governnnmt. 

When the Bengal Primary Education Act (Act of 19 li)) was passed 
the municipalities of the Presidency otin'r than the Calcutta (Corporation were 
called upon to submit tlie statements rc'quireij by si'clion 8 of that Act. 
Only a tew of tln^so statements have bi'cn rec(*ived and Govi'mincnt are not 
aware of what th(‘ gi'iK'ral resources of the inuni('ipaliti(*s nrc as compart'd 
with their in'cds. It has not therefore btu'ii possilde as yet to formulatt* any 
giuieral seheiiK* of Government asOstanee, but it was thought (hat A sum of 
at least one lakh should b(^ provided from the balanei's so that if any muni- 
cipality in the mufassal found itself in a position to go al.f'ad uiuh'r the 
Jh'iigal Primary Education Act Governmmit would be abh‘ to Indp it to do so. 

The establishment of a Muhammadan College in Calcutta. 

It is proposed to devoif* Us. 50,00() of the balances to making a start in 
the direction of the establishment of a Muhammadan (h)lli^g(' in Calcutta 
This is a proposal of which (his Council has heard more than once and it is 
one to which the Government of Bi'ngal are committed. Sonu' years ago a 
site was purchased in W(dlesh\y Street, but no further progiasss was made with 
the scheme jiartly because of the appointment of the (.aleiitta Uniyin’sity 
Commission. Idle Commission’s Uf^port is now betorf' th^e jFiiblic. It 
recommends the establishment of an Islamic (Jolh*g(‘ in (^alcutta as a 
constituent college of the University ; and its scheme of rcFjrganisation would 
also probably involve either the develofuiient of the Anglo-1 ersian Depait- 
ment into an Intermediate College or the creation of an Intermediate (^.ollege 
for Mussulmans in Calcutta. It is impossible for us to say when t hesc pro- 
posals will be carried out, if over. But Government are unwilling th.it their 
promise should remain anv longer unre loomed. What therefore we propose 
to do is to begin with this sum of Rs. 50.000 the construction of a building 
on the Wellesley Street site which would accommodate a I irst Gradi^Coilege 
comprising, as first grade colleges do now com])rise, both InPumediate am 
Post Intermediate classes. This building could be vyithout difiicuUy conver et 
in future, should the occasion for this conversion arise, eithei into an ntor 
mediate or into a Constituent College. We have a plan of a building alrear 


Madrassahs. 

It is proposed to provide from the balances a sum of Rs. 81,(X)0 foi 
imjjproving Tbe buildings ‘oE private Madrassahs. This expend. ture is very 
necessary in tljio generic interests of the Moslem communi y. 
that t he Mftdridhahs to receive assistance from this provision will be those 
which are irvim t6 meet the. demands of the reformed Madrassab bcheme. 

T 8 A 
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The Viotorfa Boys' School, Kurseong. 

The Victoria Boys’ School, Kurseong. is an institution whicfi is especially 
intended to meet the needs of the less wealthy members of the domiciled 
community who educate their children in India. The school is in serious 
and urgent need of improvement and expansion. The Council will recall a 
resolution which the Hon’ble Mr. Irwin brought before the Council last year 
with regard to this school. I trust that the Council will see eye to eye with 
Government in this their attempt to improve the educational facilities of this 
T)articular section of the community. Those members who have road the 
recent report on the domiciled community will not, I venture to hope, oppose 
this proposed expenditure as either unnecessary or of comparative unim- 
portance. 


The Chittagong Collegiate School. 

The Chittagong Collegiate School, one of the most promising Zilla 
Schools of the Presidency, is at present housed in what was formerly an 
oflico. A scheme for providing the scIkxiI witli buildings of its own was 
worked out in 1914 and a fine site has been a(‘quired. The scheme shoiihl 
not be indefinitely postponed and it has consequc'ntly been decided to provide 
Rs. 75.000 from the balances. With this money it will be possible to make 
a start with this much-belated and urgent scheme. 

Manual Instruction classes in Indian High Schools. 

In 1915-16 a scheme was sanctioned for the opening of manual training 
classes at 24 selected High and Zilla Schools and one Middle English School. 
These classes have been successful in 21 of the schools, but all tln^ existing 
classes are badly in need of adequate and suitable accommodation. It is 
proposed therefore to devote Rs. 74,000 of the balances to the provision of 
better accommodation for this promising and all-important branch of school- 
work. An amount of Rs. 34,100 has also been provided in the budget from 
Provincial Revenues for starling new manual instruction classes. I feel that 
I shall have the Council with me in this ehort towards the general improve- 
ment of secondary school training. Manual work is now universally accepted 
as an essential element in a sound school curriculum and there are special 
reasons why Bengal should not at this juncture be without this advantage. 

The Bethune College. 

The Bethune College buildings are in a dreadful state of congestion. A 
scheme for constructing a separate buildir.g for the college was mooted as 
long ago as 1907. The congestion cannot be tolerated any longer. Various 
big schemes for dealing with the future development of the college and its con- 
nected school have been put forward during the last seven years, but all these 
schemes involve large expenditure, and until we know what, if anything, is 
coming out of the Calcutta University Commission’s report it is not p()ssible 
to come to an ultimate and final decision. It is proposed to provide Rs. 50,000 
from the balances, and with this amount available it will be possible to relieve 
the existing congestion in the class-rooms by means of buildings of a temporary 
nature, and to carry out some expansion of the college’s work. 


Grant to the Calcutta University for the construction of hostels 
of affiliated oolleges In Calcutta. 

The Council will remember that in the year 1915-16 the Government of 
India sanctioned a grant of ten lakhs for the construction of hostels. ly^HS 
was added a sum of Rs. 2,00,000, tlie balance of prevtons^ Itoperial grahtft^?^n 
the stnmgth of these receipts a programme of hostel oonstrsetion Wa"S nfider- 
taken by the University and carried out. It is proposed to i^rjDvide Rs. 94,000 
from the balances to meet the last instalmelit of the^ balance due to the 

TTnivftrfiif.v. ^ ^ 
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To summarise the purposes to which it is proposed to dt‘voto the sutn of 
Rs. i3,90,000 which is to he taken from the Impt*rial halnnces. These 


purposes are : — 

Ks. 

(1) Dacca University .. ... ... 4,55,000 

(2) The provision of a hostel in connexion with the Appren- 

tices’ Teclinical S'^houl, Kanchrapara, East -rn Hnij^al 
Railway ... ... ... ... ID ,000 

(3) Th^ establishment of a Technical Institute in Calcutta (for 

construction of buildings) ... ... ... 2,00,000 

(For acquisition of site) ... ... ... 0,00,000 

(4) The Engineering College, Sibpur ... ... 2,00,000 

(5) Primary p]dacation in Calcutta ... ... ... 3,00,0lK> 

Ditto outside Calcutta ... ... l,O0,tK)0 

(6) The establishment of a Muhaiuinadan College in Calcutta 5l»,000 

(7) Madrassas ... ... ... ... hi, 000 

(8) The Victoria Poys’ School, Kursning ... ... 80,000 

(9) The Chittagong Collegiate School ... ... ... 75,000 

(10) Manual Instniciiou Classes in Indian High Schools ... 7 UlHK) 

(11) Improvement of the ICuluiiie ^Udlege buildings ... 50,000 

(12) Grant to the Calcutta University for the construction of 

hostels for affiliated collegt*s in (Dalcutta ... 94.000 


Total ... 2:1,90, OoO 


At the elohe of th(* financial year 1920-21 sliall, il w(‘ Hpcnd all tho 
aiiioUTit wliich I liiive just naiii'od, luivo lo our crrdit :ii) liupfrial Icilancc ul' 
Ks. 98,33,000 of which an amount of Ks. 57,30,01 ti will he carniarktnl lor tho 
Uiiiv(U-sily. 'I'lius. t,lu‘ money provided fur the Dnec.'i 1 Diversity apart, 

we may anfiedpate tliat. un the ;Ust March lifJl we shall still have a Imlancu 
of Rs. '40,97.000 for general educational piiri'Oscs. Lei me explain in eonclu- 
siuir that, as re''ards this last-named halanec at anv rile, il w.ll not hr 
possible to S'en l il save ou ohj-'cls of a nuii-reruriing nature— liractically 
buildings and equipment. 'I’lie paee ai ‘‘'F,” 

construction prograitiine is set by tlio rate at wbicli the 1 u ilic oi s ep. 
ment can get the vvork done.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 11. 

The Hon’ble Khan Rahadur Aminul Islam introduced the following 
hcadfi : — 

Revenue — 

X. — Registration. 

Expenditure — 

12. Res^istration. 


He said : — r i n 'i 

- S.n,-I have the honou,- 

the Budget heads of Receipts and LxpeuditurL ol k 

Department. 

The actual roceipts in 1® *iiut dim'iii; a'.i lirll'nha. menthe 

•-Sti»r.: t thL' o&o; -- -iLii 

';j‘iL'XoSr. ^ .b*; ..-be, ol ve.i..tat,e„, o.ing to 
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various cauRes. In the mofageil it was due to rise in the price of foodstuflfs 
and to the last cyclone in East Bengal; but in Calcutta and its suburbs, 
Lit was mainly due to an abnormal increase in the price of house property and 
a consequent speculation in land. The budget estimate for next year has 
. accordingly been placed at Rs. 27,00,000 on the basis of the revised estimate 
for the current year. 

On the expenditure side the sanctioned estimate for the present year 
is Rs. 12,21,000 and the revised estimate with reference to the actual charges 
for the first nine months of the year has been fixed at Rs. 18,00,000. The 
increase of Rs. 79,000 is due mainly to larger expenditure on temporary 
copying establishment both in Calcutta and in the mofussil. The budget 
estimate for the next year, which has been framed as economically as 
possible, has been placed at Rs. 18,89,000. This is in advance of the revised 
e8tiniat(^ by Rs. 89,000 and of tlie sanctioned estimate by Rs. 1,68,000. 

On pages 64 and 65 of the Financial Statement the items of expenditure 
are shown, the outstanding features of which, 1 am glad to note, are that it 
has been found possible to provide for two long-deferred projects, viz : — 

Rs. 

1. Revision of the strength and pay of the ministerial establish- 

ment of district headquarters and rural registration 
- offices ... ... - — ... 90,339 

^Thc main featiifes of this scheme are the increase of the pay and the 
strength of the district headquarters establishment and the enhancemtmt 
of pay of the clerks and mohurrirs employed in the mofussil rei^nstration 
offices from Rs. 20 and Rs. 15 to Rs. 25 and Rs. 20, ros[)Octively. The 
acbomo, which was sanctioned by the Secretary of State in 1916, will cost 
about Rs. 1,38,389, of which Rs. 48.000 was provided last year to give partial 
effect to the scheme and the balance of Rs. 90,889 has been provided for in 
next year’s budget. 

Rb. 

2. Revision of the cadre of Sub-Registrars ... ... 42,300 

The revised cadre which has been based on Sir David Barbour’s scale 
provides for a larger proportion of appointments in the higher grades and is 
expected to quicken the rate of promotion. 

Rupees 2,160 has been provided for raising the pay of Probationers from 
Rs. SOtoRs. 40.^’ 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 12. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Marr introduced the following heads : — 

Expenditure — 

1. Refunds and drawbacks. 

• 6. Stamps. 

Revenue — 

V. — Excise. 

Expenditure—" 

7. Excise. 

10. Inccine-;ax 
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Revenue — 

XII. — Interest. 

Revenue — 

XXA. — Medical. 

Elxpenditure — 

24. Medical. 




Revenue — 

XXII. Kect‘i| ts in aid of superannuaiion, etc. 
Expenditurt* — 

29. Superannuation allowance. 

Revenue — 

XXlII. — Stationery and Printin^t- 

Expenditure — 

30. Stationery and Printing. 

Revenue — 

XXV. — Miscollaiieous. 

Expenditure — 

32. MiHcellaneoQB. 


He said : — 

SiK, — I have the honour to introduce for the consideration of Couuci 
the various heads of lievenue and Expenditure with which I am concerned 
The following heads call for no comment beyond the remarks which already 
appear in the Statement: — 

Expenditure — 

1 — Refunds and drawbacks. 

6 — Stamps. 

29 — Superannuation allowances. 


Revenue — 


XII — Interest. 

XXII— Receipts in aid of superannuation. 
XXIII. — Stationery and Printing. 


Turning to heads, Revenue V and Expenditure ^7 
to check consumption, the duty on country spirit for diff^en s 9. . 
enhanced in the districts of Hooghly, Howrah, the 24 -yarganas (. cu ti 
^ and Jalpaiguri in January 1919, and in March last the retail prices 
spitif^ere increased throughout the Pr^idency. The therein was 

of jwemises for the retail vend of foreign liquor for measures the-e 

fixed at 11 A.M. in July 1918. As a result of these j^. 

has been an appreciable fall in consumption this year. . o 
ping facilities, there has been a larger supply of imported liquor, wh 
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a ased a fall under the head, “ Liquors and spirits made in India after Euro- 
pe an methods.” For these reasons, it is expected that the receipts this year 
will fall short of the original estimate by Rs. 6 lakhs. 

In January last the duty on country spirit for different strengths was 
again raised with effect from the 1st April 1920 in the districts of Burdwan, 
Jalpaiguri, Rangpur, Dacca, Mymensingh and Darjeeling. The price per 
seer of yarija was also raised from Rs. 60 to Rs. 75, and the rate of duty on 
bhang was uniformly fixed at Re. 1 per seer for all districts. These measures 
will perhaps further check consumption next year, but with the cessation 
of hostilities, the commercial and industrial prosperity of the province are 
likely to increase, which will conduce to the consumption of excisable articles. 
The extension of the fixed fee system to the districts of Burdwan, Dacca, 
Mymensingh, Jalpaiguri, Rangpur and Darjeeling, with effect from the 1st 
April 1920, will also tend to increase the license fee and duty receipts and 
the coming year’s estimate has, therefore, been fixed at Rs. 1,87,00,000. 

Besides making provision for additional establishment for the intro- 
duction of the fixed fee system, the expenditure budget provides for normal 
growth and calls for no remarks. 

As for expenditure under Income-Tax, the figures represent the cost of 
establishments for the collection of taxes under the Super-tax Act VTTI of 
1917 and the new Income Tax Act VII of 1918. Owing to the introduction of 
these *new Acts the work of the department has materially increased and the 
establishment, especially in Calcutta, has had to be strengthened accord- 
ingly. On the other hand, a large increase in revenue is looked for. 

XX A and 24 A, — Medical . — To meet to some extent the growing need 
for qualified medical jjractitioners in Bengal, increased accommodation has 
been provided in the Campbell and Dacca Medical Schools. This, together 
with the enhancement of the school fees in these two institutions, mainly 
accounts for the increase in receipts both in the revised and budget estimates 
under XXA — Medical. 


It was announced last year that provision had been made for the con- 
struction of the Hygiene Institute attached to the School of Tropical Medicine, 
of a new medical school at Burdwan and of the new Eye Hosjntal at tlie 
Medical College, Calcutta. These works have been commenced this year 
and the Hygiene Institute is nearing completion. Necessary provision for their 
completion has been made in next year’s Public Works Department b^idget. 
At present there are no facilities for the treatment of diseases of the eye, 
throat, ear and nose in the Campbell Hospital, nor is there any provision for 
the education of students in those special branches in that School. Pro- 
vision has, therefore, been made for the opening of indoor and outdoor wards 
in that Hospital for the treatment of those diseases. All preliminary arrange- 
ments have been completed for the transfer of the administrative control of 
the Mitford Hospital from the 1st April to Government, and necessary pro- 
vision for the upkeep of the Hospital for the whole vear has been made in 
next year’s budget. Another important item is the provision of Rs. 4 
lakhs for payment of a non-recurring grant to the authorities of the Belgachia 
Medical Institute for reasons explained in the memorandum. To comply 
with the regulations of the Calcutta University, pending the construction of 
permanent hostels, attached messes have been started in hired houses for 
the accommodation of the students of the Medical College. As it is desir- 
able to have permanent boarding houses as soon as possible, 

Rs. 4,30.000 has been spent this year out of the unspent -balance^l^jSrjte 
Imperial non-i incurring grant for Medical Education given some years ago, 
for the acquisition of a site for the construction of a hostel, and a sum of 
Rs. 2,75,000 has been provided in the next year’s Public Works Department 
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budget for the completion of the acquisition. In accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Medical Services Committee, provision has been made 
for the improvement of the pay of the Provincial and Subordinate Service 
officers. 

Stationery and Print ina . — The principal items are the expendi- 
ture on Government presses and stationery supplied from central stores. 
During the year a war allowance has had to be sanctioned for the employees 
of the press, and this will have to be continued next year also. There has 
been a very great increase in the amount of printing work which necessitates 
longer working hours for the employees and therefore lai-ger payment of 
overtime allowances. These account for the increase in the revised estimate 
for 1919-20 and the budget estimate for 1920-21. As printing work is iKuind 
to increase very considerably with the iormation of tlie enlarged council 
under the Reforms Scheme, provision for the j>urc‘hase of more linos and 
printing machines has been made. 'Fhe con.struction of tlie new press 
building on the site acquired for the purpose at diella has already been 
taken in hand and necessary provision for its continuam e has been made in 
next year’s Public Works Dejiartment budget. It is hoped that the build 
ing w\\] be completed and that it will be possible to remove the press to the 
new building in dune or duly, 1921. 

32- -Miscellaneous . — Owing to the increase in the cost of living, the 
sanction of the Government of India has been asked to a scheme foi’ raising the 
])ay of the menials. In the exfiectation that sanction will accoi’ded early 
next year a provision of Rs. 11 lakhs has been made for this Hie contra(‘t 
contingent allotments of the various dejiartments were tixed for live \'ears witli 
effect fiom 1918-19 in this Government’s h'inance Department kesolution 
No. 9927-9984-F., dated the loth l)e(‘eniber 1917 ('onscvjiKMit on the rise 
in price of all articles of stationery and on the enhancement in the rates of 
postal and telegram chai'ges, it has lieeri impossible for some of the I'ontrol* 
ling officers in charge of growing departments to keep exjienditiire within the 
funds allotted. A provision of Rs. 2 lakhs has, thereloT'e, l>e(*n made lor giving 
additional contract grants, where necessary, ami a provision of Rs 1, 50, 000 
has also been made to meet the initial expenditure likely to be incurred in 
the introduction of the Reforms Scheme, though the estimate is necessarily 
of rather a rough description. 


% 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 13. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson introduced the following heads : — 
Revenue — 

XVI B.— Jails. 

Expenditure — 

19B. Jails. 

Revenue — 

XVII— Police. 

Expenditure — 

20. Police. 



174 


The Amended Draft Financial Statement. — Resolutxone, [5th Marc^ 


Mr. Stephenson; Maulvi Abul Kasem. 


He said : — 

Revenue — X VI — Jails -^Expenditure — 19B — Jails . — The estimates of the 
Jail Department reflect the high prices in the current year and that may 
be expected in the immediate future. 'J'here is an increase of 4 lakhs 
under the head of jail manufactures representing the increased cost of 
the purchase of raw materials. As a set-off against tliis, there is a rise of 
over 7 lakhs in the revised estimate of receipts for this year from jail 
maniiFaet uivH. In the coming year we estimate for a partial return towards 
normal conditions, and tlie total both on the expenditure and receipt 
sides is less than the revised. There is an increase in expenditure under 
tin; heading dails of 6 lakhs this year^ and we anticipate very much the 
same ex])endltmre in the coming yc^ar : nearly 3 lakhs of this is under the 
head Dietary charges, nearly one lakh under the head Clothing and Bedding 
of Drisojiers, wliile half a lakh is provided as a lump provision for revision 
of the Jailor establishment. 


Revenue — VII — Police — Expeyidilure — 20 — Police . — T u rning to the 
Polic(^ Ibidget, incnaased receipts aia* estimated chiefly from Arms Act 
licnnsos, and receipts under the Motor Vehi(*l(^s Act In the Presidcnjcy 
Police' on the expenditur(‘ side th(^ revistid estimate is f lakh higlu'r than 
tin' budget, and the budget for next year is a lakh and a half higlier than 
the revised, (excluding tlie provision of 5 lakhs for the removal of the Alms 
House. The chief increase is lakh under the heading Calcutta Police 
wljicli is accounted for by th(‘. revisoal pay of European Sergeants, the 
(‘Stnblishment of a Public Vehicles Der)artnient and Clothing. In the General 
J\)]i(*e the excH'ss in ih(' n'vised is 5 lakhs over the l)udget, and a slight 
incr('as(' on the rc'vised is propos^^d for next year. This increase is accounted 
for l>y the incr(‘as(^d cost of the new time scale of the superior officer’s, and 
a very large increase under the head allowances and supplies and services 
including chiefly increase under travelling allowance, building charges to 
re,])air damage done by the cyclone, an increase of a lakh in clothing charges, 
and of half a lakh under the heading Railway Warrants. Against this, 
t!ier(^ is a (h'cn'ase of a lakh und(U' the Criminal Investigation Department. 
Next year’s budgf't includes a lump provision of 5 lakhs for additional force 
and police reforms ; in this is included 2 lakhs for improving the pay of 
liead-const ables, Rs. 1,29,000 for strengthening the cadre of sub-inspectors and 
Rs.'“74,00{) for raising the ordinary reserve of constables. 


RESOLUTIONS 


{under the rules Jor the discussion of matters of general public interest). 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 14. 


Tho Hon’blo M&uivi Abul Kusbiii moved the following resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a sepatrafo^* and 
independent municipality be established at Jiaganj, district Murshidabad, 
comprising the whole area cf the Aziinganj MuRicipality on the left bank of 
the Ganges. 
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He said — 

niovin^ this resolution I have to place hefort‘ tiu* Govt rnnuuil 
and this Council a lew facts; firstly, the p'o_rraplii('al position ol the 
Azimganj Miiiiicipality. Ihe river (ianp‘s runs thi(*u^h this niunKnj alitv 
dividing it into two parts— Jiaganj and Haluchar being on the lelt hank 
and Aziinganj piopoi on the right hank, and the innnicipal otlice is also 
located at Azimganj. 8o it is very inconvanihoit for the people ol .Maiioolla 
Ba^ar and Jiaganj to go over to tlo' municiiial otliei' hecausr they ha\(‘ toero^^s 
the river by boat and tluhr diHieulties are greatly (nihane(‘ I during thi^ rams. 
But that is not the onl}^ gnevanee. As (In* iniinunpality is eonsl il iil ed ai 
present it is run by people who live in the Ay.iniganj ward of the town and, 
therefore, Jiaganj and Baluchar are tin* most neglect. d parts of that 
municipality. I need not elaborate the point hecaus(‘ tin* District Magist late, 
the Divisional Commissioner and Sanitary ( 'onnnissiom'r and otliei* high 
officials oE Government have in tluMi* ins))(H‘tion not,<‘s rept*aiedly drawn the 
attention of the people and the municipal aulhoritu's to this, and it has Ikm ii 
intimated that no amount of warning lias been of any avail. Thenainral 
consequence will be that after one or two nmre. warnings Governnn nt will 
come down on the citizens with th(‘ accusation that Ihe Mmneii^al 
Commissioners liave failed to dischargt* their duties ellieienily and that 
Government are going to taKi^ action undm* section 6o. Tliai is m* (loubi 
a remedy ; and if the circumstanc(>s are not what they artg 1 think tin' 
Munioi[)ality of Azimganj would have di^sm-vinl such ir.'atmmit, but the 
fact^ is that the citizens an^ not responsible, for th(‘ present stat(> of affidrs. 
In th(‘ first place tin* area is largi^ and scattered and tin' munieijial (‘Xi'ciit i V(‘ 
cannot on account of t!ie g(.‘ogra[)hical position of the muiiieijialil y take jiropm* 
care and (>xercise proper suptnwdsion over its work. Besid(‘s, there is the r)tlim- 
fact that the constitution of tin* municipality is such that tin* Ikduchar and 
Manoolla Bazar jiarts of the town, which (nimprisc about ^r-ls ol tin* fiopulation, 
cont ribute frds of the income of the munieifiality. and also if tln^ art*a is taken 
into consideration t hese t wo wai'ds an* entitled to eh'c^l inon* imnnlMC's. Ai 
])resent they elect 6 Commissioners, whenvas Aziinganj which has one-tliii-d ol 
the total population elects 4 ( /ominissioners. This gi ves a disprojiori loiiatc, 
importance to tlu^ Azimganj Municipality and Ironi the constitution oj tin* 
present municipality it will he found that Governirn'iit have appointijd o 
members who alinosl all belong to the Azimganj ward, f or t Ins reason and lor 
th(* fact that the administi-ation of the munieipal ty is going irom had to uoi se, 
and speciall}^ to avoid tin* catastrojiln* whicli l»el(*ll the unlorUinal.e miiniei- 
palities of Burdwan and llooglily, I humhly submit to GoverniiH'Dl ami to 
this Council that t lie proper (‘oiii'se would l)e to divide, the })n*sf‘nt miiniei-- 
pality into two parts as the rai(*-payers desire so that then^ may In* proj»ei 
supervision. The residents of Baluchar and .liaganj will tliiis l.e jihleio 
manage their own business well. The income,, I think, will he sni mient. 
A^^cording to the ordinarv calculation tdn' Jiaganj municipal an*a will iia'^n 
an income of Rs. 20,000, aiid Aziinganj Ks. 10,000. There m m, doubt, the,, 
that there should be two small municipalities, and I think (*inei(*nt am w' 
worked small municipalities are better than large ami badly in. magi*' "U 
The Azimganj railway junction station is now a growing to\Mi am i.is 
growdng population. I think that ought to be included ^he Aziingaiij 
Municipality, and df this is done the population and incoim* of Azimg.inj \^i 
greatly increase. Thus, both the Municipalities ol Azimpoinj am t iaganj 
'vill be able to , work satisfactorily and wall not be so la^ as a pi n 

not properlv kept IS <lue to the laek ol 
:*en severely critieis *d by Gov. rnimmt 
Mr, that the Azimganj Muni(;ii);diiy b** 
municipality be established on other 


The fact that accounts at present are 
sui)ervision and this matter has lx 
offieisrfe.^ I, therefore, beg to move, i 
divided into two parts and a separate 
bide of tli^ river.” 
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Baou Surendrci Nath Ray ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“Sir, lam sorry to have to oppose this rosolu lion. It may bo that the 
griovancoH of wliich my friend, the Hon’ble Maiilvi Abul Kasom, has spoken 
ar(». all correct, but ilKtre is a legal defect to this rosolulion being accepted. 
My friend most, probably has read section 9 of the Bengal Municipal Act 
which expressly lays down that the local Goveriimmit may, oi> the recom- 
mendation of the Commissioners at a meeting, by notification published in 
the Calcutta Gazette, and in such other manner as it may determine, declare 
its intention among other tilings to exclude from a miinicipdity any local 
area comiirised tlie‘rein and d<‘fined in the notification ; or to include within 
a municipality any local area contiguous to the same and defined in the. 
notification ; or to subdivide any rnunicnpality into two or more municipalities. 
If my friend wants to exclude a portion of the Azimganj Municipality from 
Jiaganj or wants to subdividii the present Azimganj Municipality into 
two municipalities that division can take place only when the Commissioners 
at a meeting so resolve and send up tlnu’r recommendation to Government 
for confirmation. So unless the recommendation conn's from the Commis- 
sioners the Government practically has no hand in the matter. There is 
another thing which ought to be taken into consideration. Even if the 
recommendation is made the Government reserves to itself the discretion 
either to sanction it or to refuse it, but at present there is no recommenda- 
tion from the (jommissioners at a meeting to (Tovernment. My friend 
simply moves that the municipality ought to be divided, but how ? Govern- 
ment cannot do it ; there is that legal bar and there being that legal bar, 
I think Government have no hand in the matter and cannot acicept the 
resolution. 

Then my friend has said that tlic're an' 6 Commissioners in the 
Jiaganj and 4 Commissioners in the Azimganj side of th(^ Municipality and 4 
Commissioners are nominated by Government. I think this discussion will 
produce some etr(3Ct on Govi'rnment becaiisi' vvhtm the nc'xt election takes 
place Gov('rnniont may take- good care that all paities are properly 
represented and not simply nominate some powerful men of one locality. For 
these reasons. Sir, I cannot support this resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ Sir, the legal difficulty which I wanted to ]ioint out to the Ilon’ble 
Member has already been mentioiied by the Hon’ble Member who has 
just spoken. It is certainly sporting of the Maulvi Saheb to champion 
the cause of a municipality from which he does not hail himself or even to 
which district he does not belong. But as has been already pointed out by 
Babu Suremlra Nath Ray, no municipality can be partitioned under the Bengal 
Municipal Act except on the recommendations of the Commissioners at a 
meeting. The initiative must bo taken by the Commissioners themselves. 
If the people of Jiaganj, Baluchar and Azimganj are in favour of partition, 
they must move Government to have the partition effected ; and if Govern- 
ment entertain the proposals favourably after due inquiry, it will then be 
for the Government to publish a notification declaring their intention. This is 
an essential preliminary to establishing any new municipality. Further, local 
opinion has also got to be invited even if the Commissioners at a meeting 
were to resolve in favour of such a partition, and it is open to any rate^payer to 
object. Government must take all such objections into, consideration before 
coming to a final decision. This being the existing law and no proposal 
having been received by Government for the partition of the Azimganj 
Municipality, 1 think it must bo apparent to this Council that« it is quite 
impossible to give effect to the resolution moved by the Hon’ble Mioilvi Abul 
Kasem, and I would therefore advise him to withdraw his resolution. On 
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the other hand, if it really l)e i,he fact that the nominated inomhers of this 
mu acipality comt^ only froin one portion of that inuniclpality, 1 shall e('rtalnly 
draw the attention of the hx*al olh(;ers to the fact when the iit'Xt election 
takes place. Sir, [ am iinahle to accept tlie n*solution.” 


The Hon’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem said 

‘‘ Sir, after what has falhm from tlu^ Hon’ble Membto* in (‘har^e and from 
the Hon’bh^ Habu Suiam Ira Nath Ray, 1 have no other altmmat i\ t' bill to 
withdraw the resolution ; but in doin^ so I have only ^ot to say that as the 
law stands there is no oHno* renuMly but for tlie Municipal Commis>ion(‘rs to 
take the^initiative, and as the majority of thmn come from one portion (d llu' 
inunici|:)ality, and as they hav(‘ i,ln^ advanla^e of c*ollectin|^ money from 
Jiaganj and Haluchar and s))ending it in Azimganj, I do not think w(‘ can 
safely hopi^ that tlu'y will likt^ to b(‘ dt^privt‘d of t'leir good food. W hat 1 
wanted to do by moving this resolution was to dravv the attentuin of (lovorn- 
immt to the fact that it would Ix^a great hardship to the rate-payers if i he 
municipality wms not divided into two as the dithn-ent wards are very iuco i- 
veniently situated. With these few words I beg to withdraw’ my resolution.” 

ddn^ resolution was then, by leav<‘. of the President, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 16. 

The Hdn’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem movasl the following resolution 

This Council roeominends to the Govern. a' in Council that early stejis b.* 
taken to prot(‘ct tl'C an^as in the KtUugram and Mangalkot.^ thanas ol the 
Hurdwan distried, from damages caused by the normal Hoods ol tin^ Ajai river 
and to mitigate the olfecis ol the inundation. 


He said : — 

“Sir, Hince this Council l.as l.een const itut. d. I l.avc hen moving ithoIu- 
lions on thiK subject, in one form or anotl.cr from ycur to year ami H may be 
pointed out to me t,liat, this is one of our hardy annuals Uut 

•ularcasc Sir, 1 beg to submit that, vvlmnevor i have movo.l a .solution oa 
subject I have received a very sympathetic reply Iron, t be ( .ove.mn.ct 
ancU e I efully acknowlcd<^^^ what has been , lone to nnt.gatc the e focl.s o 

reference to the Daniodar and also w.th •‘clerenco to U., Aja. b-.t 

other side of the '■‘]'‘'^Yt(lld' bv"'t b e' ito^ M " (hnnming‘, tl.V Mcmbm' i., 

whll ™,w prevent U- U,«„ „ .nonnal 

area would bo protected. I as stated by fiovorn- 

ment, and from operations cained ,^,.11 as the activities of 

included in those operations. Ihe ein Qn„Trnntul to Uaeslii llazaar 

the Public Works Department are conimod J^khese two thanas. 

and on the other side of the rail way lines rom „ ^ 30 ypars. i 

These two areas have suffered from of the Hoo<ls of Ihlib 

am not speaking of tlm abnormal floods o . .mol pbaracter accomiianied w it ii 

The fact isthattheseflooilswere ofan al^^ 

loss of life and cattle. Tlie atteiitio.i o ic J ,,„ostion came into considera- 


tion. Bur in these two areas, 
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30 yearn his area has had no rice crop. If the people have lived and managed 
to live fur so long, it is due to other crops, meagre crops no doubt, which 
they got from their land. I am told by some people that the proper course 
would l)e for these people to give up tlmir land, but in an agricubural country, 
especially in a pun?ly agricultural district like Hurdwan, it is very hard for 
the people to givc^ up their lands. They live in hope and expectation. Even 
if th(‘y part with tlirir land, what an^ they going to do? Their position is 
very miserable and so 1 have to bring this motion forward every yt'ar The 
position of Ketiigram is very pecidiar. There is only one l)reach at Chand- 
kliali which, if prop(n-ly looked aftei and repaired, would protect the whole 
area. In MongfJkote thana there are only two breach(‘S on the banks 
of the river which once repaired the whole area would be protected. 
Damages (paused by the overflowing of the Ajai river near Kunur 
have l)e(m mad(i good by the measures tak(m by the Public Works Depart- 
ment, and that portion is safe now. So far as 1 have been able to 
as(a‘rtain we are now protected to a venw great extent from abnormal floods 
of th(^ kind which w(3 had in 1916-17, but unfortunately the (‘inbankmonts on 
th(^ banks of the river vvhi(di has caused damage to the rice cro[) are still 
th('r(^ throughout the whole area, and this area is not small. 1 want it to be 
clearly underst(K)d that I do not want eitlun* any embanknumts to be made 
on the Ajai, or any protection of that nature, but simply to sec that the 
breaches caused on the Ajai on account of certain breaches above the river 
ari" rc'pairod. I have been told that they are zemindari embankments, 
and thrrefore Government are not responsible for their repair or maintenaiuie, 
but. oven if they are zemindari embankments, where are the people to go for 
protection ? I do not know. 1 do not know who is to do tln^se repairs — either 
the (iovernment or the zemindars. T have been told that the Raj contributes 
some amount of money to Government for the upkeep of these* (‘inbankments — 
th(* Riirdwan Raj is the zemindar of the entire area. 1 have heard it said that 
tlu're are some (‘mbankments made on this side of the river. These embank- 
ments vvi'ia* ma(h* by the indigo-planters and nor by the zemindars ; they 
used to ke(‘j) tlnun repaired and since they left the land, there hav(* been 
bn^aches in the banks of the river and the result is that great damage is 
caus(Hl to th(‘ rice crop and the land round about is damaged by the sand 
deposited there. It affects sanitation as well because the water that flows in 
cannot get out and it stagnates. We have been assured, and that assurance 
gives mo hope, that something wdll be done to mitigate the effect of the floods 
in th(‘S(^ two areas. I hope and trust that Government will be pleased to 
expedite action, and that effect will bo given to it. The cost is very small as 
I have ascertaimnl. I do not think there can be any engineering or 
scitm title difficulty in the matter, because when the indigo-planters were 
there no damage was done either to the east side or to any other portion. If 
tlu'se threi' broaches are rej aired, one at Chandkhali, another at Ketugram 
and the other at Nowpara and Mejgaon, the whole area will be protected 
from the (’fleets of normal floods as well as from abnormal floods. 

AViih these words I commend this resolution to the Government as well 
as to this Council.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

l\ly Lord, I beg to support this resolution. For the last two years letters 
have been written to mo as the representative of the District Boards in the 
Rurdwan Division to move in this matter in the Council. As I have no 
experience of t he locality, 1 thought over the matter, and considered it neces- 
sary that I should not lose the opportunity of giving my humble support 
U) the resolution. It has a limited scope. It speaks for itself. The 
object is to prcitect the areas in question ^rom damage caused by Hhe normal 
floods of the river. Therefore, I support this resolution.” 
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The Hon'ble Mr. Gumming said 

Sir^ it is somewhat ditheiilt to dt^al with a rt^solution of this kind whicdi 

requires a geographical kiKiwledcre vNdiicdi all the (\nincil do not 

possess ; and it is desirable to <leal more deliriitely than tin* Hoirbh' M.mibtM- 
has done with the question of policy which his proposal involvt^s. Put shortly, 
the position is this ; there is a river with a steep gradumi , in iiarts upwards 
of seven feet a mile, which comes down and passes und<*r the Kast Indian 
Railway bridge on the loop line, and alter some distanc'c joins lh(‘ Hhagirathi 
river. There^ are four Government embankments which, undm- the Kml>anlv> 
monj; Act,' Govornment are bound to maim ain— thr(‘(‘ on the west sid(‘ of 
this railway bridge, and one on the east side. It is to the east side* of * 
the railway bridge to which the Hondde MemlMu* has direett‘d the ationtion 
of the Council. 


Last year it was stated that (iov(*rnment on tlu' advice of thtnr engimMU's 
would do something on the west side of this railway hridgi^ by tht‘ creation 
of an escape for excessive IIoimIs, and by tht^ provision of a rejiairtMi 
embankment to keep normal Hoods iiiuhn- cont rol, to all(‘viatt‘ the eirenm- 
stanees of any Hooding of the whoh' aiasi on both sides of tin* railway. 
I am glad the Hon’lilo Member is prt'paiaul lo r('(!ognis(' that (Govern- 
ment in this ri'spi'ot are doing goo 1 ; and that whim this work which will 
lie Hnislied in the (msuing yi'ar is C()mph‘t<‘d somet lung <lolinit(‘ will have 
beim done, ihit th(‘ Hon’bh* Miunber goes furtlim’ and says som(‘tliing inori* 
should l)(‘ (lorn* to mitigate tlu‘- (‘Heets of the inundation, and ln‘ ha^ invited 
the attention of Govm-nment to t.wo bnrndit'S which In* desires should I'c 
lill(.Ml up. I may say at onet> that an (‘inpiirv will be nuuh* regarding these 
particular breaelies, but lie seems to i)(‘ uudm- a misappiadiension as to t in* 
jiolicy of (Govunniimuit n^gardmg the tiauitmeiit of the land on the banks of 
the Ajai river. 


Now% Sir, a question of this kind must have a history ; and this (pit'stion 
has a history, a very delinito histor\n a n corded history ol at least 80 yoai-s. 
If the Hon’ble Member means that the Ajai liviu* lK‘tw'e(‘n the kiast Indian 
liailvvay and the Hhagirathi should be conlined by means of endiankinent s 
within a lixed course^, then I say that the (uigineiu-s of (Government who are 
I'xperts in the Tuatter have advised against this in 183(), IHoS. 18s:;and in 1!>]H, 
and possibly on other occasions of which 1 have no imm(‘diat(* n-cord. 11 tlio 
Hon’ble Member means that small minor hreacle^s should hf‘ juit in order 
in embankments which are at present under zemmdari conirol, tlnm, as 1 iiave 
said, that matter will be examined ; but if he m(*,anH that, the whole hnigth 
of the river is to be kejit in confined limits, then I say he is light mg agai nst 
nature, and he is asking Government to reproduce the saini^ conditions as 
those which exist on the Damodar river. Now’ what is tlu^ (example ol the 
Damodar river ? The example there is that on aceoiint of the emhankiiKUit 
the level of the bed of the river has lieen gradually raised and the natural 
spill of the river has been impeded. It is of course very tjasy t‘» obtain some 
respite perhaps for a few yenrs ; but the consequential harm in tin* raising 
of the level of the bed of a stream o( this nature, and the damage (;ause(l 
when its embankments do break, are greater than il no measures liad bemi 
taken at all. It is, I declare, a shorUsighted policy which, as the expenmn^e 
and the advice of our professional advisers over this long period have shown, 

should not be adopted. It gives a temporary relief, but causes still grc ibe- 

damage ; nay more, it may be that any further prevention of the sjnll m ]> aces 
where there is at present a spill, may cause harm in places vvhere ey n now 
excessive damage is not. done by normal floods. Of course, Oieie is e s .i 
further possibility that, il the river is kept confined within a definite ^kaiirna 
an abnormal flood may come and the embankment may give way. earn! i rim« t ie 
damage done will be still greater thm ever. This policy 
predecessor who was in charge of this department, the Hon 
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Beatson-Bell ; and he pointed out that what was required in the matter of 
zernindari embankments was the entire removal of all such embankments. 

I can th(‘refore only say with reference to this resolution that regarding the 
individual fioints which he has raised, Government are prepared to examine 
them [urther — he has not previously brought them to the notice of the Public* 
Works Department— but if his intention is by confining the river channel to 
reproduce the circumstances which are found to-day in the Damodar river, 
Governimmt cannot possibly accede to such a proposition. In view of these 
remarks, 1 would ask him vrh(*ther he will be prepared to witiidraw hisy 
resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari s&id:— 

“ 1 should have rdiought Governimmt would be prepared to accept the 
recomnnuidation contained in this resolution. Ihe resolution does not seek 
to commit (iovernmont to any definite measure ; it merely asks that early 
Hte])H may be taken. What those ste|)s may lie the llon’ble Member has 
indicat(*d and Goveriiment have bsen good enough to jiromise an inquiry. 
If tlie case was so hopeless as some of the observations of tin* Hon’ble 
Mr. Gumming would indicate, it would he difficult to see what good there 
would be in having any impiiry into the matt{*r at all. So far as the recoui- 
iiumdations themselves arc eonciumed, there is no (jnestion of large policy, 
hut suggestions for ndi(d' at certain points are all that he has indicated. 
1 should have thought that more vigorous steps should havi^ h(‘cn taken for 
reli(d to the areas affected by the Ajoy and Damodar floods now that public 
opinion has l)een making itself felt as strongly as possible. Within tln^ last 
ie,w days i had an opportunity of going over some of the tracts in that 
part of tin* country, particmlarly the area Doodtd by the Damodar. The need 
for special action is imperative. Government have l)e(‘ii good enough lo 
begin some relief measures and all whom 1 had the opportunity of 
consulting were unanimous that they will bring tem; ()rary relief undoubledly, 
but whether such relief will have the disastrous results that the Hon’hle 
Mr. Cummiug apprehends is what the ordinary people cannot ])Ossil)ly (express 
an opinion upon. It is n*markable, Sir, wliile in much smaller countries 
with much smaller problems. tln*y have been able, sutfleiently and completely, 
to grap})Ie with the situation, we, with our com| aratively larger resources 
— though not as largi^ as they ought to he — have not been able to make 
any impression upon what is certainly a great public inconv(‘nience and worse, 
a great public danger. We have indication. Sir, as to how the mischief 
arose. The railway bridge came, the gi*adient of the river was there ; and 
those who constructed the bridge must have known what they wore bargain- 
ing for. It is no good however quarrelling with the past, but what is 
possible now and what ought to be don^. is for the Government to decide on 
a courst^ and then pursue it. Reference has ))een made to what was done 
at the time that the indigo-planters were there — I am glad the llon’ble 
Maulvi Sahib has been able to put in a good word for them— surely we can 
do now what they Were able to do then. The bridge was there and questions 
of ‘policy’ were also there, and yet it was possible then fo give relief. 
There has been no material chang-e In the river gradient or in the physical 
circumstances of the country. It is difficult enough to get a scheme ; it is 
still more difficult when you have got a scheme to push it through vigorously. 
We must draw the attention of the Government and of the Council to the 
need of the relief measures, and if any have already been decided on, they 
should be pushed forward with as great vigour as possible. The Bakshikhal 
and Hoorhook Khal schemes, I am told, cannot be pushed forward for want 
of good dredgers. Our Government have been in communication with the 
Government of India, nor. however to much immediate purpose ; here we have 
got some reli^ measwree^decided on, but they cannot be completed — not for 
want of funds, but for of appliasces that are lying idle elsewhere 

and that ought *to be available for our purposes as soon as possible. We trust 
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and beg that imuiodiati", atieiitioii of the (TOvt^nimeiJt may Ih‘ tlrawa U) 
thin bupremo necessity and of pushini*^ on rhe Howrah- Visliuupiir (^hord 
Scheme, in the Paine way the Ajai relief work wliiclt this resolution asks for 
is possible without unduly interfering with tin' qm^stion of j)oliey und of 
])rotecting railway etnhankinentH. 1 do hope — wludher this n'si)liJlion is 
withdrawn or |>ress(id and meets wdth the usual fate — tin' inquiry which 
'jovu^rument have promised will lead to n'lief.’’ 


The Hon’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem said:— 

“ Sir, 1 am llianklnl to th(‘ Hon l)l»‘ Meml» n m ehargt* for tln^ hope 
held out this time that an inquiry will he made into my eom}>laint. I (\aM 
assure him tliat it was never my intention, nor of rho prople whom 1 reprt'- 
sent, that, an euni)ankm('nt shouhi he mad(‘ all along the riviu* Irom the 
railway lines up to wlim-i* it nu'ets tin' l>hagirathi, nor do we want tin* MV(*r 
to flow through a ])arti(;ular (dianind. What 1 really suggest cd . and what 
1 nn^anl was that, the hn'aeln's on the lianks ol' tin* rivei‘. not. the I'lnhank- 
ments, should lx* rt'.paiianl, and that on aeeount ol t in* emhanknu'nts hi'ing 
made, t Inua* have' Ix'iui eertain l>reaeln*s on tin* l>anksoriiie river, ainl that 
th('S(^ should he repair(‘d. Vrnr it is that tin' rc'pair^ ma«le lo llie s(dn‘duled 
(UTi hank Tin ‘Ills will jiiaiti'ct a largt* anui, luit lln'S(* repans ol t.ln^si* K(‘heduled 
einhanknnmts will (aause a great(*r rush ol \vat(*r through tin'si* hr('a(dn*s il 
th(iy arc' not re.painxl in tiiine The an‘as nn'iii Inned are not reall>’ small 
areas, hut tln^y aiv^ viu’y union uuat.ely Mtuatix] h(‘(!ause they ai*e lar away 
from tin* railway liiU‘S, and on account of the floods then* (;an he no loads or 
puhlie thoroughfares and it is impossihJi* for a motni-ear to go into Idnun, and 
HO theses roads and thes(' hreaehes are not. visitixl or seen hy high oltieialH or 
responsilile members of ( ioviMuinn'iit, llovvcnau' I am gralidul l hal a hope 
has h(M‘n h(dd out that an inquiry uill I'e made, and I am suri' that tin* easf* 
is such that if aii impiiry is made hy a n^sponsihh* olliix*!-. and liis reiximiiK'ii- 
dations are aeoi'ptixl, our gri(‘vane-(‘S will Ix' r(Uiiov(‘d. llovvi‘V(‘.r. 1 hope 
something will he doin^ (‘spi'.cially as the llon’l)le Sir Heha Prasad Sarhavllii- 
kari has pointed out that tlnu-e is no deliiiite demand in my n‘.S(dutlon. We 
only want Some prot(‘Ction an<l mitigation ol tin* efleets ol the Ajai flofnl. It 
would nol he to the enulit of the Public Works l)epartim*ut if in asm ill 
river lik(^ the Ajtii and tln^ small lireaclms mentiomvl tln-lr e.ngmixumig skill 
oaiiriot provid(‘> a remedy. With thesi* words 1 heg to wiihdraw my 
resolution.” 

The resolution was then, hy leave of tin* JVt^sidmit. withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 16. 

The Hon’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem was to have umved tln^ following reso- 
lution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that early nteps he 
taken to establish a city Civil Court at Calcutta. 


He said : — 

“ Sir, in the first place I beg to ask that 

the resolution that stands in my minn- I T \^^'Lve been declared 
properly worded, and the amendments which were 
to be oit of order, 80 I do not think any go<^ 

this resolution, especially as some time back we passed a siimla. 


10 
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this Council. My object in giving notice of this roBolution waB only to 
expedite the work of giving oflect to the former resdlutlon. I beg to 
withdraw it, eHf)ecially as the Governmoiit, in reply to a question put this 
morning, have i)een pleased to declare that no effect will be given to the 
former resolution.” 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 13th March, 1920, at 
11 A.M., at Government House, Calcutta. 


d. F. GRAHAM, 

Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council, 

Calcutta ; 

The I5fh March. 1920, 


n. S eroBP- 26-3- 1920— 460dJ—i«>0—W C. 



Ahstrad the Proceedings of the Beng il Legist n fire Council ossemhled under 
the provisions of the (roveniment of India Art. 1915. 


The Council met in tln^ (^jiincil Cliaiui^ei* at (loveriiment lloune, 
Calcutta, on Saturday, the l;^)th March, 1920, ar 1 1 a.m. 


Present : 

Hi!s Kx('KLLKN('\ riiK Uioiri' [Io\’hi,k Lvw iiknci: John Lcmlkv Hcndas, 
Kaul of IwoNALOsiiw, (r.c.i.K., fiovernor of the PresidfOin/ of 
Fort ]Fillia)n in Bionjal, presidint} 

Tlu^ Hoiri)h‘ Slli Kfnkv WftEKlJ’.ij. K.e.I.K . c..".! 

The Hon'ldt^ Mk. J. C. (U mminc;, (.s.l, c.lk. 

The Hon’hlc Sin IJi.iay (hi and M \h i a m k c > i . k.c.i.k., i.o.m., Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Biirdwan. 

The Hon’hle Mk. 11. L. SiEI'HKNm)N, c >.i.. ( .i k 

The Ilon’ble Sik (hiAKLKs S i kvknson-Mookk, k.c.i.k., (.\.o. 

Tlie Hoil’blo M AlOK-CiKNKKAK \V. H. B. HoBINS(>N, C.H., 

The Hon’ble Mk. F. J. Monahan. 

The Hon’ble Mu. L. S. S. O’Maklky, (m.k. 

The Hon’ble Mu. (1. N. Koy. 


The Hon’ble Mu. A. Mark. 

The Hon’ble Mu. M C. M( Alkin. 


The Hon’ble Mk. F. A. A. Cowley, ( .i.e. 
The Hon’ble Mk. W. W. Hornei.l, c.i.e. 


The Hon’ble Mr. C. t . Payne. 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aminul Islam 
The Hon’hlo Mr. S. W. Goode. 


The Hoa’ble IhtishaM-ul-Mulk 
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'I'lie Hi>ii’i)le Siu IUjkndka Nath Mudkekjee, k.c.i.e. 

The Sir Niekatan Sarkak, K r. 

'J'he Hoii’hh! Mr. C. D. M. Hindeey. 

'Ihe Iloii’bleMK. W. H. H. Arden- W OOD, C'.l.E. 

The Ilon'ljle Uaja Hhisiiikesii Laha, (.i.e, 

Tlie lioti l)le Mk. M. Catiicaht. 

The l^^en'hle Mu. Pkovash Oujndek Mitiek, im.e. 

The ll()ii’l)le Bauu Siv Nakayan iMukiiaeji. 

The Hoii’iile Kemai: Siiih Suekhaueswah IUy. 

The Hoij’lile Bahe Jjeojeneka Kisiiok Ray Ciiaedheki. 

The llon’lih^ Mu. Auen (/handua Singha. 

The Iloii’blo Sju Deua Pkasad SAUiuniiiKAin, Kr., (M.i 

The ilon’hh' Rai Dehendeu ChiENDEu Onosi: Bahadeu. 

I'he Hon’l)lc IvAi Radha ('iiakan Pal Bahadeu. 

Tlie llon’hle Mu. R. M. Wathon Smyth. 

'rhe HorTble Mu. W. 0. Guazeuuook. 

The Hoii’ble Mu. W. H. Phelpe. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. A. Bayley. 

The HoiThle Du. Audella-al-M amen Sehuawaudy. 

The Iloii’lile Maelvi Ahel Kasem. 

The H^ui’hle Maelvi A. K. Fazi.-el-Haq. 

The lloii’ble Khan Sahiu Aman Ai.i. 

Tlie llou’ble Rai Sui Xath IP\y Bahadur. 

riie llon’hle Rai ^Iahendiu (Tiandua ^Ieiu.a I5ahadeil 

Tlie H en hie Bau\’ vSei^endua Nath Ray. 

file lloii'ble Bale Maekndua Nath Ray. c.lk. 

The. HouTjIq Bale Kif^HOuGMmiAN 
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UNVEILING OF LORD CARMICHAEL’S PORTRAIT. 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, in n*qiinsiinj; His 

Excellency to unveil Lord t'arniichaers ])(irtraii, said : — 

‘‘My Lord, when, early in Docemlxn*, the announciuiitMti was made 

re^^ardiug Your Excelhmcy’s ap])ointment as sueecssor i n Lord ( hirmicdiael, 
I consulted the non-official Meiuhers of i,lie Len^ral Lt^pfislaiivt' ("ouncll. heim; 
myself a non-official then, alioui a snit.ahK‘ mt‘nn>rial to Lord (hii'inichatd, 
and the sin^^estmn of having a portrait to he Mih.siM-ihinl for hy tlie non- 
ofticial Members of Louneil lor tiio (-onnell t’hamiuT nu’i with heart \ approval. 
Lord C>armichael was then apju-o K’iied. ILs LordNhij* readily irave his con- 
sent to our wishes. The (piestion of liavim^' the poi-trait painti'h (‘itlierin 
India or in England was h^fl lotlc’ diHasion of his Loialslnp. wlio j)i“('l(n‘nMl to 
commission an artist on his impending return to Kngland. The European 
war, whi(di has retardml tlu' pi-ogre^s i)f manv things, has also stood in tin* 
way of earlim* realizal ion of l he atVeeiionate leo'ard that we. tin* noii-offieial 
Members of Connell, held for oiir then Eresideiit and t«o\ernor; lor among 
tdi(3 notable artists in England then* were few who could l»e induced to take 
ay) a new work at a time wiieii they were busy doing yiosihiimoiis yi'rtirSU^ 
of men killed in tin* war. However, we Inrird in St'pnmiber, that 

Lord Oarmichaers ])orl rait was well in hand. I tie artist exentually si’liM’ted 
being Mr. Fiddc*s \Vatt, whom Lord (^aimichael eonsidenMl lu^st suited for 
the purpose. In October. llHi), Mr. tbiiirlay fn»m England infornnMl me 
of tliH completion of the portrait, which he had seim and which waas b»mig 
shipped for Calcutta. This is tin' yiorirait which lam going t.* re.pii’si Your 
Ex collency now to iinvoil. 


His Excellency Lord Ronaldshay sm i ; — 

“1 noo l hanlly ^ay ihai it jri vs mo 1 lio «nTU -v, pIvMin- ami 
lion to acetale to the re(iiies 1 which has just been ma<le to me to ninaul this 

^ Tim portrait, as the Maharaja has inmitioma. has Imm-ii iuvs'Mitta hy l.li« 
non-official Moinlmrs of tlm L.-nMativ i nimnl as a tnk.-n ..1 llmir alh'Ctmn 
and rcnird for Lord Carmichael, h is iMwliaps Pm early tu urm any hnal 
estimate of the value of Lord Carmieharl’s adnnmMralm,, ' 

wore years of a strimuoiis cliai'ncler, wdien thoie weo man) pio m ms a ( 
within his owm sjihere of jurisdiction, w'liile m‘ail\ t c w lo < o t i.it yx u 
suffered from the disadvantage that iu was over.ha lowed hy i he great 
convulsion outside, which w^as shaking to its \*'iy oiin< at i )ns * V . 

structure of civilization wiiicli laboi iously and lor so niany cont n rn^s hun.i.i > 
had beon building uy). Hut t hough '^ve at tin*, y)iescnt tim< ners- 

five years of Lord Carmicliaid’s administration ** . 

pectivo-that must be b*[t for rln^ historian o the j 

with out fear of contradict ion that Lord Larmic lac* s a< 
all time, stand as a landmark in the history ol )eng.i . • u 

a{)poIntod to inaugurate a iH^w ri‘<gimc. ILs , ‘ p^,.t,ltlon 

come of sweeping changes. There had bemi t lo annu me ^ i 
of Bengal ; there had been the removal ol the caynta from 
had been the elevation of the province to the status 1 ,^ 

creation of Government by a Governor in | nrf'tcnd that tln^se 

a Lieutenant-Governor in Council. It would i sL m cln^ 

changes met with universal approbation, lliorewe ‘ ‘,|j ),ad Im-cii 

ed w ith Eastern Bengal who felt that they vvert Tliere were many 

theirs when Fiastern Bengal was a separate 1*'**,. tJjj., fity. Lord 

who resented deeply tlie removal of the , I"! ‘ g,.,. reqain-.l t.o mcc3t 

Car^pichael Possessed prt^isql^ those ^ vrill 

the situation with which" he faced. ^ ^ 
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deny tliat with his extraordinary patience and accessibility, his geniality, his 
tact, his kindliness and his shrewd capacity derived perhaps from his ancestry, 
for probing to the heart of tlie problems with which he was faced, he 
achi(‘ved a measure of success which perhaps few men in his position could 
have achieved in ])ouring balm upon many a smarting wound. These same 
qiialilications enabled him to achieve a striking measure of success in another 
direction, succc^ss to which I, as his suecajssor, can testify with profound 
gratitude and satisfaction. I refer to his 8ucc(‘ss in bringing men of all classes, 
of all creeds and of all communities to a better understanding of one another's 
points of vi(*w. And if I might, perhaps, toucli for one moment upon a more 
personal aspect, 1 would say that Lord (kirmiehael made many friends 
amongst all communities in Bengal. There can be few meml)ers of this 
Council, I should imagine, who have not enjoyed the privilege and the advant- 
age not only of his friendshij). but als(‘ of his kindly and sound advice, and I 
think 1 may say without [Hesitation that when at the close of five strenuous 
years of office, at a time, as I have pointed out, r)f great difficulty, he left this 
country, In^ did so without heaving a single em^my behind. That is a great 
success for any man in Lord (/armichaers position to have won. Now it only 
remains for me to express my satisfaction at having iieen invited to perform 
the ceiamiohy of unvcdling this protrait. It is eminently fitting that as the 
first Governor of Bengal his protrait should hang in the Bengal Legislative 
Council Chamber. 1 have seen the jmrtrait and it may be, perhaps, that 
many of you will miss tlie kindly and liumorous twinkle of the eye which^ 

I am siirc^, you constantly noticed in Lord (’armicliael in the Hesh ; but with 
t hat om^ possible defect 1 believe the portrait will be regarded as a good 
likem^ss of th(‘ late Governor of this presidency, and one which the members, 
of this Council will be proud to have hung upon its Chamber’s walls.” 

The ])ortrait was then unveiled. 


LIST OP BUSINESS— ITEM No. L 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hindley made an oath of liis allegianci' to t.he (h*own. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

The following starrtHl question was asked and answer given : — 

By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:-— 

* 1 . 

{(i) Is it a fact that Babu Becharam Lahiri made over a sum of 
Rs. 10,000, oil behalf of a relative of his, to His Exeellency Lord Carmichael 
in honour of His Excellency's visit to Krishnagar in August, 1915, with a 
retjuest tliat the amount may be devoted to a public purpose? 

(b) Is it a fact that the said amount was made over by His Excellency 
to the Santi})ur Municipality on condition that the Municipality would build 
a female room in the Municipal Hospital and provide a lady doctor, in the 
place of the midwife, and that the Municipality accepted the donation on the 
said conditions ? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Municipality has not fulfilled the said conditions? 
r . (rf) Have the Government ascertained why the said Municipality has not 
fulfilled the said conditions c^rin^ the last 4 years, and whether they bavt 
utilized the said sum for any other purpose ? ^ 



1920.] 


(ttueslions and Ansicvrs. 


187 

Chairman of the Saiitipur Muiiim])ality appoinled 
a lady doctor for a few months only i i .> 1 1 

if) Is It also a fact that the new Chairman has neither ai)pointe<l a 
midwi e nor a lady doctor and that the male doctor in charge of ttie Hospital 
was given sorne allowance for looking after female j.aUents and that only for 
some months ? 

{0 Are the Government considering the desiiainlit v of taking such 
ste})S in the matter as they may consider iit to coin]>el the' Saiitipur Muni- 
cipality to fulfil their obligations in this matter? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

(^), (^), (c), (d), (c) and (/) A stalement gning the iiifoi’iuation asked 
for is laid on the table. 

(^) It does not apjiear to he a matter calling tor (loveniment interven* 
tion. ’ 


Statevient referred to in the answer to question Ah>. / (stoned) ask(d on 

the LJth March, JVJO. 


i(a) Yes. 

(b) The donation was made over by llis Kxcelleiu'v Lord Chiiinichael 
to the Saiitipur Municipality, and the Municipality accejited it for the con- 
struction of a female ward in tlie Municipal Mos])ital and tor the appoint- 
ment of a lady doctor subject to the condition that if the interest dni not 
cover the full pay of the lady doctor, the maximum of wlii' li was fixed at 
Ks. 50 i\ month, the deficit would he met from the municipal fund. 

(c) According to the information I'eceived by Goveniiiieiit , out of |)er 
cent. G.P. notes for Rs. 10,000, G R notes of the face valin* of Rs (KKI 
which were set apart by the donor for the constrm‘ti<m ol a leiiiale ward were 
cashed for Rs. 2,8117 :2-3. OvMiig to the rise of the price of materials the 
estimated cost of the ward exceeded this amount, and at a nie(‘ting ot the 
Santipur Municipal Dispensary Committee it was resolved that th(‘ construe 
tion of the ward be postponed till prices came down. 

A lady doctor was ajipoiiited on Ihth tiune, lOlti, on a salary ol Rs ,>() 
per mensem, but resigned her ajipoiiitment on 5th May, 1017 Ih'peatial 
effoi’ts were made to secure another lady doctor, hut fa dial as lady doctors 
could not be obtained for less than R.s HO a month. I h(" monthly inrona^ 
from the interest of tlie money given for the purpose was onl} Ks 10 a mouth 
and the Municipality wms unable to }>ay the extra amount najimed to obtain 
the services of a lady doctor. It was therefore suggested to tin* donor 
either that he should make a further donation or that tin* Municipalit \ 


should be jiermitted to utilise the interest of the money ior cnlcTtaining a 
passed and fully trained midwife in ydace of the lady doctoi*. The donor 
did not agree to either proposal and asked ior the relund ol the anmev (m 
10th July, 1919. It was then resolved at a meeting ol the Municipal 
Disriensary Committee held on 18th Se])teml)er, 1919, that the Ci 
for Rs. 7,000 should be returned to the donor and a com]>etent rnnlvM e 
appointed for the dispensary. Subsequently Babu Beclnram Lahiri t(,h 
the Subclivisional Officer that he would interview the donoi* at Ikmares nnd 
ascertain from him whether the money could lie utilised foi t.ie pav o a ^iin 
wife. The money has not been refunded pending a ^ 

the donor. The G.P. notes for Rs. 7,000 are in the custody of the Accoi.ntaiit 

General, inquiries made by Government it does not ai-[)ear tliat tbe 

Municipalitv has utilised the money for any other finrjiose. 

(e) M 'alreadv stated, a lady doctor was appointed from l.oth dune, 

19f6.' to 15th May, 1917. - - ■ 



A lloged 
iDcident in tlio 
Civil Court of 
(he MutiHif of 
Netrokouu. 


(/) No midwife has been appointed up to the present, as the Municipality 
did not consider it desirable to do so while the appointment of a lady doctor 
was in contemplation. As it has now been decided that the Municipality 
cannot afford to maintain a lady doctor, budget provision has been made 
for the ap{)ointment of a midwife from April next. It is a fact that the 
male doctor in charge of the hospital was given an allowance of Us. 10 per 
month for a [leriod of seven months. The payment was discontinued as the 
Auditor objected to it. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

Tli(' aiisvv(4-s t:» till' following unstarred qin^srioiKs wca'c laid on the 
tahlr :~ 

By the Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq: — 

1 . 

(a) Are the (jovernnient aware that on tlie 11th July, 1910, Babii Satish 
Chandra Son, then a Miinsif f)f Nc^trokona in the district of JVIyinensingh, 
o[)enly abused Babu Jiianeiidra Chandra Ganguly, officiating nazir of the 
local Civil Court, and threatened him with assaults 

(h) At‘C tlie Government aware that as a result of the said incident a 
criminal case under sections 500, 504 and J52, 1. V. C., was instituted by the 
said nazir against Babns Satish (Jiandra Sen and Suresh Chandra Sen, two 
of the Munsifs of Neti'okona? 

(r) Are the Government aware that the said case was subse(|uently w ith- 
drawn by the (oniplainant at the instance of Mr. D V. Bagchi, the then 
District Judge, who firornised to iiKjuire into the matter personally ? 

{(/) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any inquiry was 
made into the matter and, if so, by wdiom and wdth what result? 

(r) Was the inquiry, if held at all, public and on evidence recorded? 

( /) If the allegations made in the nazir’s jietition of complaint have been 
found on in(|uiry to be true, what steps (if any) have been taken in the 
matter? 

{(f) Is it a fact that since April, 1919, one Sarat Cdiandra Sil, an officiat- 
ing {icon attached to the Civil (hmrt of Netrokona, has been living in the 
house of the said Babu Satish Chandra Sen and was serving as a menial 
thei’e? 

(//) Is it a fact that the said jieon was not entrusted wdtli any jninvai^i 
for service in the iinifussal u}) to June, 191!)? 

(/) Is il a fact that Babu Satish Chandra Sen asked the said nazir to take 
back s(»me intnninas wdiich he had entrusted to Sarat Chandra Sil for service 
in the n/afvssal in Julv, 1919? 

(j) Is it a fact that the above incident, referred to in clause fr/), arose 
out of a report submitted by the nazir regarding the said j^eon on his 
returning the said panranas on the pretext of illness? 

(/,’) Is ii a fact that in August, 19:9, 4 slieristadars, 1 nazir and 
1 aeeounlant of Ntdrokona w'oia^ siinultaiHM)iisly cemsured and transferred on 
the re})ort of the tW'O Munsifs referred to in clause (h) without any explana- 
tion being called for from them? 

(/) Is it a fact that one of the Munsif’s sheristadars filed an application 
to the District Judge on the 11th August, 1919, making certain serious 
allegations against Ihibu Ananda Hari Bysack, sheristadar, District Judge’s 
Court, Myinensingh. and ju*ayed for a personal inquiry by the District Judge 

and for a hearing? . • i- i u 

{ 7 ]i) Was any inquiry made and was any hearing given to him by the 

District Judge? . -r i • i.- 

. (v) If not, wdiat w^as the reason for the District Judge not granting his 

prayer ? * " 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy:— 


(a) Babu Satisb Chandra Sen severely rebuked Babu Jnanendra 
Chandra Ganguly for falsely reporting that he did not allow an ollieiating 
peon, Sarat Chandra Sil, who had formerly l)een his servant, to go into the 
ninfnssal with processes. He did not threaten him with assault. 

(&) Yes. 

(c) Babu Jnanendra Chandra Canguly, after an interview with 
Mr. Bagchi, realised that he was in the wrong and withdrew the ease. 
Mr. Bagchi did not promise to eiKpiire into the matter personally 

(d) Mr. Bagchi called for a rejiort from Babu Siiresh Chandra Sen, 
First Munsif. On recei})t of this report, a committee consisting of the three 
Subordinate Judges of Myniensingh was formed by Mr. Hogg, who had 
succeeded Mr. Bagchi as District Judge, to consider the report and also a 
report wdiich had been sent in by the Fourth Munsif, Babu Satish (Miandra 
Sen. The findings of the c‘ommittee were as follows* 

(1) That Babu Jnanendra Chandra (hingulv had no just ihcation for 

bringing a criminal case against the Munsif, Ihibu Suresti 
Chandra Sen. 

(2) That Babu Satish Cliandra Sen rebuked Babu dnanendra 

Chandra Ganguly under provocation. 

(3) That the statement that the officiating peon, Sarat Chandra Sib 

w^as to any degree excmiited from serving processes was untrue 

(4) That the case wars instigated by the amla and peons of the .Netro- 

kona munsifi wdio had formed a clKpie to frustrate the reforms 
which were being introduced hy Babu Suresh (diandra Sen 
assisted by Babu Satish Chandra Sen 


(c) The inciuiry wais defiartinental. 
(/) Does not arise. 


Evidence was not naoided 


((A Sarat Chandra Sil was a servant of and lived in the house id Bahn 
Satish Chandra Sen. He was not in the Miinsif’s servue while ollieiating 

as a peon. 

(h) No. 

(0 No. 

( j) Does not arise. 

(k) According to the recoinmendatioiis of tlie coniinittee above lelei red 
to the District Judge censured the ministerial .stall ol the iminsili and ti airs- 
hed th^ ofbhe clicue, viz the lour 

nazir and the accountant. 'J'he District diOge, altu t. k i g an cxi.la.ia 
tion from Babu Jnanendra Chandra Ganguly, iiunislied hiin. 

<0 An application tor a l-o-l 

the above occurrence was made to the 1 ^ o Mnnsif's ('oiirt 

1919, by Babu Mohini Mohan Dhar. a sheristadai A, laii.la 

Netrokima. The application contained allegations a a . . 

Hari Bysack, sheristadar of the Di.stnct Judge s ou 

(m) and («) The District Judge nValthm 

against Babu Ananda Hari Bvsack the occurrei.ce between tlie 

witb turri^Htee. rurther im,iry 

was considered unnecessary. 



By the Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 

2 . 

The gheristadar [a) Will the Government be pleased to state what period has Babii 

Jud^e’s^ourt^ Anaiida Hari Bysack been the sheristadar of the District Judge’s Court, 
M yrmengingii. ’ Mymensingh ? 

(b) Is it a fact that since 1917, one son-in-law of his, an ordinary 
graduate of the University, has been taken as Sub- Judge’s sheristadar on 
Rs. 70 and another son-in-law and a nephew have been taken as paid 
probationers and some other relations have been taken as copyists? 

(c) Is it a fact that as a general rule senior and qualified ministerial 
officers are apj)ointed to the post of sheristadar of Sub- Judges’ Courts? 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is any 
precedent for appointing an outsider as Rub- Judge’s sheristadar in super- 
session of the claims of the senior and qualified officers in the service as was done 
in the case referred to in clause (b) ? 

(e) Were any a{)plications invited from outsiders for the post referred 
to in clause {b) ? 

(/) If not, was there any special reason for adopting tlie special course 
followed in the j)resent case? 

{(j) Is it a fact that there are only three posts intervening between the 
sheristadars, District Judge's Court, and the grade of the sheristadars of 
the Sub-Judge’s Court in the district of Mymensingh? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to furnish a list of relations and 
dependants of the sheristadars in the Civil Courts in the district of Mymen- 
singh and the place where they are posted ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy: — 

{a) From 1906. 

(h) A son-in-law of Babu Ananda Hari Bysack was appointed sherista- 
dar in the Sub-Judge’s Court, Mymensingh, in 1917. Another son-in-law 
is a paid probationer in the Mimsif’s Court at Sadar. One of his nephews 
is a clerk in the Munsif’s Court at Jamalpur. He has no relations among 
the copyists. 

(c) Yes, ordinarily. 

(d) There are other instances in which outsiders have been appointed to 
the post of sheristadar of a Sub- Judge’s Court. The rules provide that the 
appointment should be made by selection and not merely by seniority. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Does not arise. 

(g) No. The post of Sub-Judge’s sheristadar on Rs. 70 is in grade V. 
There are seven posts in grade V and four posts in grades I to IV. 

(h) A list of the relations of the sheristadars of the Civil Courts in the 
district of Mymensingh and the places where they are posted is laid on the 
table. The information is not available regarding their dependants.” 
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List referred to in answer la Qnesivn, Xn. 2 < 

19L>0. 


nnsinrred) of the l.tth March. 


U«t Of relations of the serlshtadare of the Civil Courts In the distrlot of 

Mymensingh. 


Xamt* of relation of 

senslit.uJai . 


Plaee where einployeil 


Name of norisliuuiar I 
whom lelaled 


1/' Kriuhnn Kaiil 

Bynak ... 

drd Snh- Jndge H ( 'om t ... 

Anandn lluii lU-ak. 

“ 1 . SmiliniifiHliu 

Bhnsan 

Peahkai , J iidgi'V t'oi 1 1 ... 

V-hutosh Sen liupl.i 

* Krishna 

Bynak (</) 

Prosail 

2nd Mmiaiti Court. Sadai... 

Ananda llui i B\ sak 

4 . Clnntu Haran 

Banur ji 

lat Mnnaili Court, BajitpiM 

! ^ 

loiin KriHhiia (tangulv 

5. Jogeiidra Natli Cliukra- 
hatti. 

Mnnsdi Court, .lainaljuii ... 

tiolunda (Jiandra Ma/.uin 
dai 

6. Sntih (.’liiiiidt .1 
liar. 

Ma/iiiin- 

Ihtto. Kislioregati) 

Ditto 

7 Biinalii [*i osjuma Sen 

Judge's Court 

AshlltoNh Sell (illpt.i 

8. [ii|>in lUdiaii 

l{ay 

Onto 

Biswa Nath Ma/iinidiu. 

1). Jogemlr.n Natli (iiipta 

Miinaiti Court, d'angail ... 

\hhn\ Krihhn.i Bnse 

In. Ki iKhtia Natl 
dai . 

Maziiin- 

Jude«“’s C'Oiirt 

i 

Cohind.i Chaiidni .Ma/imi 
dai , 

11 Niihiii Mohai 

Dhai ... 

Mu’isdi Court, Shei pui 

Miihiiii Mohan Dliai 

12. Mtttindra 

Maziiiii(Jai' 

( 'liandra 

J udge'a Com t 

i 

rpeiidia Chandra Ma/iini- , 
dai 

lih SinJhangHhn 
Kay. 

BhiiHaii 

1 MiuiHiti Coiiil Nrtr.ikona 

AhhutoHli Si n (iiipta 

1 

14. Jogftsh 

Talukdar. 

Chandra 

flitto, iHwaiganj 

Lai Mohan ( i hose. ^ 

1'). Anmlya 

(Tanguly, 

(' haran 

Judge’s Court ... j 

Uain Krishna (Janguly. j 

16.'^ Siireah 

Bysak. 

Chandra 

MuiiHiti Court, Janialpiu 

.\iiaiida liari Bysak. | 

j ! 

1 7 Hein 

Miiklierji. 

Chandra 

Ditto, Bajitpur ... 

liuHik Chandra Muklierji. | 

i 

18,*^ Goiir Gopal Bysak ... 

Ditto, Sadar ... 

Ananda Hari Byaak. 


ul M \ iiieri oii^h 


* Noth —It is to be noted that oone of these officers ai-e working directly under Ananda Han Bysak 



By the Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl*ul-Haq: — 


Purcliaae of 
furniture for the 
Civil Courts in 
the district of 
Myincnsingli. 


h’itmiicini 

lielatiotiH 

Coiniiiittee 


Will the Government be pleased to state— 

(/) the total amount spent annually in the Civil Courts in the district 
of Mymensin^h for the purchase of furniture during the vears 
1911 to 1918; 

(//) what amount, if any, was paid to Babu It. N. Bysack of Dacca, 
son-in-law of Babu Ananda Hari Bvsack, sheristadar, Judge’s 
Court, Mymensingh, on account of furniture; and 
(Hi) what amount was paid to local contractors on the same account? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy: — 

(i) Apjuoximately Rs. 700 on an average. 

(ii) Apjiroximately Rs. 400 on an average was paid to the firm of 
It. N. Bysack and Brothers, Dacca. 

(rii) Nothing was jiaid to conti-actors, but other firms were paid Rs. 300 
approximately on an average.” 


By the Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq: — 


4 . 

(a) Is it a fact that a committee, popular’jy kn('wn as the Meston 
Committee, sat in Calcutta in February last in order to inquire into the 
question of the future financial relations between the Central and Provincial 
Governments? 

(b) Is it a fact that various public bodies were asked to send rejiresenta- 
tives to be examined as Avitnesses before the said Committee? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state the names of the public 
bodies which were selected to nominate representatives to he examined a.s 
witnesses ? 

{d) Will the Government be jileased to state the considerations which 
guided them in selecting the public bodies which were asked to send 
representatives? 

\(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Bengal Presi- 
dency Muslim League was asked to send representatives: if not, why not? 

(/) Will the Government be pleased to state in detail what steps were 
taken to ascertain Muhammadan ofiinion on the questions involved? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) The following public bodies were consulted 

(1) Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 

(2) Calcutta Trades Association. 

(3) Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. 

(4) Marwari Association. 

(5) British Indian Association. 

(6) Indian Association. 

(7) National Central Muhammadan Association. 

(8) Bengal Landholders’ Association 
f9) National Liberal League. 
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\n 

The Bengal Mahajaii Sabha also submitted a representation, eopv of 
which was forwarded to the Committee ' 

'vas very short , anti it was considertHl snthciont to 
consult one representative body of each class of the comnuiiiitv 
(e) No. bee answer to (d) 

if) The Central National Muhammadan Association was consulted,” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali: 

5. 

/k Cjovernment be pleasctl to state the n’lmber of students TiicChitt 

(both Irindus and Muhammadans) iH'atlinj^ in tlu* ( 'hitla‘’'on‘* (’olh'‘’'e in 
the years 191()-17, 1917 18, 1918 19 and 19)9 i>(W " ^ 

(b) Are the Government auare tliat tlie neres^it\ has Ixm fc1t in that 
Collep tor another Aralnc* and IVrsian Professor (U- a I.cctunM' ' 

) Aie the Govei’iinient aware lliat the liosl(d .Kaanmnodation in tlie 
College for Muhammadan hoys is \er\ ina<le(juate 

(d) Will the Government he phrased to stat(‘ m a tahnlar form the 
number of students, Hindus, Muhammadans Ihiddhists ai d ('linstians, that 
were sent up from the Chittagong tVillege for the B.A , B Sc. and 1 A . 

T.Sc. Kxaininatioiis and tlu' mimhns Ihat caiiic om suc(‘(‘s^flll in ihosr 
examinations, for the last four years '' 

(e) How many students, Muliaimnadans, llmdiis, Buddhists and Chris- 
tians, were refused admission into the ( hittagomj (’olh^ijc last v(‘ar ^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: 

(a\ A statement (A) is laid on tlic table 

(b) Yes An additional lecturer on tlie siihi^vt will oc appoiutcfl from 
1st April, 1920. 

(c) Tliere is a hostel for Muhamuiadan stmltnits with accommodation 
for 22 students Govcrnincnt ai'r aware idiai tlii^ d.M'^ noi inert all demands, 
and tbe\ therefore sanctioned in December, 1919, the luruig of a house at 
Rs. 60 per month in order to provide extra accommodahoii Th(‘re is a 
scheme for the construction of a new hosted accoimnodat mg oO students, hut. 
there is no likelihood of this scheme being earned throuL'h at an (nu ly date 
Proposals are bediig calhal fi>i- from tlx- Prineipal, whi di it is hoped will 
enable the existing needs to be met 

(d) A statement (B) is laid on the table 

(c) A statement (C^) is laid on the table 


Sfa/rnunif rrffrrrd fn in thr (insnuT /o rlnnsf> ifn id' ffKrstnfn .Vre -5 
( n nstnrrcih ns/ad nn tin' I3lh M<n'('h. IU20, 

A 

Statement showing the number of students In the Chitta^on^ College. 
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Stalfl/ment referred to in the answer to clause (d) of Question No. 5 
i unstarred) asked on the 13th March, 1920. 
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Statement referred to i)i the ((usurer to chmse {n of Qi(estto)i Xo, 6 
i unstarred) asked o}i the ISth Marcfn lit20, 

C 

The number of students who were refused sdmission to the Chittstond 

Collede In 1919. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: - 


6 . 

(a) Will tlie (jiovei'iiineiit he |>leiise(i to state the a^e. cjiialilii alions 
and industrial knowledge of the Director ot Industries'' 

(h) What was his status and salary m the educational service ' 

(r) Was he enjoyinj' an\ allowanie or other privdeyes up to the end ot 
l!)lh besides the salaries mentioned in reply to ('oiiiicil iiuestion No ^ 


(uiistarted) of drd February last ^ 

(d) Is it a fact that the Indian Munitions Board a^eeH 
of the salary of the Director for his services as ('oiilrolle' ot 


l(t j)ay <nio third 
Munitions ' 


Dircctoi of 
I mliiHtnoH. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: 

(u) Mr Meek is dfi years of age kor his (|ualilieations and nidus 
trial knowledge, the ITon’hle Member is referred to the rep . v give,, o ,|iies 
tion No 17 (IV) put by the Hon'bleBabu Akhil Cdiandra Dutt at the mei 

ing of CWil^m^^ i„ paragraphs 

‘ 

with it. with other Munitions Board offietus, of 

the moSI'Sr er, while „ private m«U.r e.r wa» PM. 

an allowance of Rs. 150 per month. 

(d) No.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:- 

have the Government any idea as 

manufacture in Bengal . Committee propo.se to follow in carry 

(i) What procedure do the^»,,U " " 

ing on their inquiries, so far as nen^ai 


11)6 


Questions and A/mcers. 

The Beinjal Alluvial Lands Bill^ 1920. 
Mr, t'umming. 


[13th Mak^ch, 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

'' [a\ One of the objects of the appointment of the Drugs Manufac- 
ture CVimmittee was to investigate the possibilities of tlie manufacture of 
such drugs in India, and therefore in Bengal. Governnient are not there- 
fore preiiared to answer the question 

[h) Government will afford every assistance to the Gommittee in the 
conduct of its investigation; and they have already permitted the Secretary 
to it to communicate direc-t with the Heads of Dejiartments subordinate to 
this (Jove^rnment in matters concerned with its operations. Government 
hive no further information regarding the procedure of the Committee.'’ 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 


THE BENGAL ALLUVIAL LANDS BILL, 1920. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Gumming moved that the Beagal Alluvial Lands 
Hill, lh20, 1)(‘ rtdtuTed to a S(d(‘cl (haninittee (‘orisistiiig of the Ilon’hle 
Mr. Stejihcmson, the' Ilon’hle Sir Charles Stevenson-i\loor(‘, th(‘ Iloii’hh' 
Mr. G. N. Hoy, tlu* Ilon’hle Mr. McAlpin. the Hon’hh' Mr. P. (h Mitti'r, tlie 
Ilon’hle Hahn Hrojendra Kishor Hay Chandhnri, tlit' llon’hh' Dr. Ahdulla-al- 
Manmn Suhrawardy. the Hon’hle Hai Sri Natli Hay Hahadnr and the mover, 
with instructions to snhmil their report in time for its ])resentation at the 
August meeting of the Council. 


H(* said : — 

“My L( ird, at the last meeting of this Council I had the honour to introduce 
the Bengal Alluvial Lands Bill, D20. It does not appear necessary oii the 
present oi'casion to add anything further to what I said on that occasion as 
to till' necessity for the proposed legislation. 1 therefore desire to move that 
the Bengal Alluvial Lands IMll, 1920, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of the Hon’hle Mr. Stephenson, the Hon’blo Sir Charles Stevenson- 
Moore, the Hoii’hle Mr. G. N. Roy, the Hoii’hle Mr. McAlpin, the Hon’hle 
Mr. P. C. Mitter, the Hon’hle Bahu Jh*ojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri, the 
Hon’ble Dr. Ahdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy, the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray 
Bahadur and myself. I should like to add that it is not contemplated that 
this Select Committee, if appointed, will sit before the first week of July 
next.” 


The motion was put and agreed to 
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LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 4. 

THE REVISED FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler pius.^huhI tli,. lievis.d KMiinu'i;.! Mait- 

ment for Bongal lor 1920 - 21 .* 


RESOLUTIONS. 

APPENDIX TO THE LIST OF BUSINESS. 

ITEM No. I. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Oatta was to havt* iU()Vt‘il llit* lollow* 

ing resolul ion : — 

Clouiicil nH’oiniiit'in Is lo i lie Uovonioi’ in i’ounuil — 

Iji) I lial a sum ol Us i^dJIOO Ix' provnlrd m tho <*omiJjg yoar s Imilgri 
i’or till' !m})i*o\a'niont of tho (Jomilla Hospital ; and 
.L) I. hat till' said inoiiry ix* lakiui out ol tlio sum oj Us 00,1)00 
providod foi’ land acjUisihoi) foi M'rvants (piai't-ors of tlio 
M(‘diral Lx)ll(‘go or out ol tli,- sum ol Us i\7r>,000 firoN'idrd I'or 
(lu‘ land actpiisit loll in oonnoction uitli tho liostid lor tin’ 
Medical (-ollogc or partly Irom tli*' lorni'-r and paiily Irom the 
latt (W. 


ddic' Ilondik' Mmiilicr liciiii'' adsent. lin' rt•^^ol iii ion wmi l>y didauli and 
was dei’iiicd to liavt^ Ikxui w itlnlra wn. 


ITEM No. II. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur move* I the { ol lowing 
resolution : — 

This Council ivcolllliicii ls to the Governor iii C(.lla< ;l — 

{a.) that the sum of Rs. (i,r;0(l alloUcd l<>r tiie tramiiut of |)U|ii]-f/u7.s, 
etc., under lAc — Medical " ho raiseil to Rs. l.'>,()00 and I hai 

Rs. ' 10,000 out of this amount ho oarmarkoil for the traiiiint; 
of dais in some of tlm important dist riotN of tlu' I’resldonoy ; 
and 

(i) t hat the excess amoutit of Us. ^,o00 be met by ii deduction Irom 

the grant of Rs. .i. 00,00 ) for the land acquisition of .Medical 
College servants’ quarters. 


“ Xut iiublislr -l lu iiroceeUiunii. 



lievised Fimtnrial Stateitteni. 


[ 18 th Mauch, 


]W 


Sir Hon I'jj Wheeler; Rai Radha ('haran Pal Bahadur, 


Ho sai<l : — 

“My Lord, it will lx* neon on reference to pa^e 150 of the Civil Kstimaten 
thal a Riiin of Kh. (),50() is allotted for grants to pnpil-r/a/,s, etc. 1 do not know 
what particular proportion of this amount is earmarked for tln^ training of 
dais, it is well-known that om^ of the princii)al wants of this country is the 
j)rovision of trained dau, for lack of wliicli a large proportion of the infant 
mortality in this country is resporisil)L‘. I do not wish to dilate much on this 
matti'r hecaiise this sui)ject has been from time l,o time brought to the notice 
of (Government not only in this Council but outside it. I am sure the imj)ort- 
anc(‘ of an adequate ])rovision of trained dais is recogniztul by Government. 
1, tli(u*efor(‘, Tnov(‘ that this sum of Ks. 6,500 ha raised to Rs. 15,000 and of 
I his Rs. 10,000 he earmarked for tln^ training of dais only. It would perhaps 
1)(‘ us(dul to have a separaO* item in the budget showing the amount of money 
spent for the training of dais. At present the estimates do not clearly 
indicate to th(‘ pul)lic tlH‘ expenditure under this head. 1. thendon*, hojx^ 
that I his sugg(^stion will be takmi into consideration by Your Excellency’s 
Government.’’ 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said 

“ My Lord, I have no wish to underrate tdie importance^ of the object on 
which the Hon’ble Rai Radha (Jharau Ral Bahadur desires this money to be 
speuit, but it is not ne(t(‘ssary to make the provision which In* recomm(*nds, 
since funds of sullicmmt amount have* already been al]otte<i in tin* budgt‘t for 
this purpose. H(‘ himself has noticed that theri^ is an il('m of Rs. 6,500 in 
tln^ budget, and this is spent on 20 stipends to pujiil-nurses and 8 stipends to 
d(n's who an^ trained in the Eden Hospital attach(*d to the M(‘dieal Golh^ge. 
Dais lira also trained at the Mitford llosjutal at Dacca, and, 1 think, at tin' 
Dufferin Hospital also. Apart from that, there is a provision in t he budgt't. of 
Rs. S0,()00 under the general lu'ad of child- wtdfan*. and although that is 
adnnnistt'red l)y tin* Sanitation Di'partment, I am told by them that, a large* 
fiart of it will be spent on the ti-aining of dais. So much for tin* budged., anel 
it will be seen that, in iha aggregate*, the're are^ funds eif sexnething in the* 
neighbourhood of Rs. .‘>6, 000, which, if thought desirable*, could be a])])lieel to 
this purpose, ewen theiugh the* activities of tln^ Chilel-we'lfare* ( ’ommitt,e*e* will 
de)ubtle*ss take* other forms as well. I do ueit think there*fo]'e* that thenar is any 
neeel te) make* a furthe*r jire^vision of Rs. 10.00(), and 1 could not agree to take 
away funels from the sum ]uit asieh* for t-he a(!quisition of land for the servants’ 
quarte'i's at the Medical (adh'ge*, since* withe)ut thease^ sei vants’ quarte*rs we 
shall not be* able to (*pem the extensions of the* he)S])ital, including the Eden 
Hospital, which are in progre*ss. Apart from the eflibrts of Governme*nt in 
this elire*ction, I also find that me)ney is given freim the^ VieUoria Me*morial 
Scholarships Funel fell* the sanies purpose. Appare'iitly it was spent in tie 
beginning upon the training of indigenous dais at the Lady Dufferin, Howrah, 
Darjeeling and other hospitals, but the committee objected to it s being spent on 
the* training of dais on western lines, and the expenditure ceased, the money 
conseeiuently being in deposit at the preseT:t moment in the Bank of Bengal. 
It seems to me that the position is unsatisfaedory, and 1 will now look up the* 
pajiers and see whether I hese funds can be mad(* available. 1 would depre- 
cate specially (‘armarking any more.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“In the first ])laee I am pleaseel to hear that out of the Rs. 30,000 pro- 
vided for child-welfare, a considerable portion will be spent for the training of 
dais. The civil estimates, which have been circulated to us, make no mention 
of any specific amount that will be spent out of this allotment, and, as far as I 
can gather from the Hon ’bio Member’s speech, he is also unable to vouchsafe 
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any delinito information on this suUject, l>ut 1 hop.* that a considorahio 
amount will be spenl for the training of dais. 1 ilo not know if the 
Rs. ^^0,000 saiKJtioned for child-welfare is a recurring expenditure. Aly 
object in moving this resolution is to have a s(‘parate head in the civil 
estimatee for the training of iiais, so that we may havt* a rt'ciirring sum 
overy year, and we may watch what sum is spent and now many dais art* 
trained every ytmr. In view of tin* fact that the matu*r has imvt with a 
sympathetic response from tln^ Ilon’bh* Mmnber, although In* din's not agree to 
the increase of Rs. 6.500 to Rs 10.000 as there is a provision of Rs. 50.000 
for child-welfare from which any additional amount r(*(piir(‘d for the training 
of dais may be met, 1 do not press my point. 1 hope that this ilt'm will be, 
kept in view and, if possibh*, (lovernment will lu* pleased to inst*!-t il in the 
civil I'Stimatos as the public lak*' a keen interest in the mailer. 1 l)eg leave 
to withdraw tin* resolution. ’ 

The resolution was tiicui. by leave of t he President, withdrawn. 


ITEM No. III. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur mov(^l till' following resolu- 
tion : — 

This Council ri'commends to the Govi'rnor in (.hmncil — 

(a) that a sum of Rs. ib'>,()00 lx* earmarkiMl for anti-malarial survt^y 
of the anxi in the viibnity <»f (hihnitta : and 
(/>) that the amount be met by the reduction of tin* provision of 
Rs. 1,00, (too for (luinine under “ 24P>— Sanitat ion ”. 


He- said : — 

‘‘This is a subjeei wliicli his within the last few years bmm often 
presse-d upon the attention of ( Jovernmi'nt, and i.s now of much greater 
iuiportaiuM- on accanil of tin- nocssity now for the .‘.x)>anKion of 

this city It is woll known that (faicntta is pracMcally surrotiixlcd l-y 
a uialarions /.ono, and that ono of tdie chiof causos of tlin oon^n-sUon in t.lio 
i-ity is the, nnhoallliv oondilion of (lie oitlskirl.s ol (,al<-utta. Nolliing ean he 

done to improve these r<mdit,, oils espeeially in the area outsi.i,. soino ol the 

subiirl.an muniidp dities unless < ioverninent tak- some yiporo.is stops to 
eradicate malaria from .hose places. In the nort 1. e-xchnl.n^ only o a 
certain extent— I d-- not say the wliole— t.ossipore, t-lutpiir beyond that 
Baranagar, Pa.iihati, Kliurda. Kamarliatn ele. and m fact, the tract on the 
easT stl of Barrackpore Trunk Hoad and on both sides of .lie railway line, 
Saria prevails to such an .‘Xte.it that people are very nnw. ling to move 
there or even to live in their own homes in tliesc plaees. Hiindie ls of tesiden s 

of Calcutta come from tliat part of tl.e eountry, heing compel e<i to take then 
or <.^aicui,ta couk i . I , Pve m their own lioines 

under praaoi.l “ f "T; , ‘ r.o,,, tovor in of tl,,- place- norti. 

Commissioner of Be. gal, Hie t ^ Titagarl. out of 1,708 .i.ialhs I lind 

of Calcutti IS appalling. of :«1. Diim Diim 1'. font of 8.56. 

1,261 were from fe\ei, a . - limires whieh I have quoted from the 

It wdl I’® bv all Hoidble Members here present, that the 

reports and it w.l ho ‘J „ot be possible for people to go ami 

state of things the. c J ‘ has come for taking vigorous and 

reside there. 1 think tneid i p ,n-ilaria If. my Lord, these places 

active steps to rid J’ {acilities— although this does not form part 

could be improved and 1 ra sj jj j j sure a large number of the 

litntrTcaStruTdTaK .o n,i*™tn .here and take up ,»r,„annn. 
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residonco there. This in a matter in which the municipalities cannot do much^ 
but the Government liave at their disposal a number of expert sanitary officers 
like the Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal to whom we cannot feel sufficiently 
grateful for all that he has been doing in connection with work connected 
with the malarial scourge. Having regard to the fact that he and his 
(iolleaguos are expert officers, and are in a much better position to take up 
this work, I would submit to Your Excellency that provision should be made 
ior this sum of Rs. 25,000 for the purpose of a survey of the tract of country 
in th(! vicinity of Calcutta. The sum may or may not be adequate, but, my 
Lord, I have; not got any estimates before me, in fact the non-official Members 
labour under a great disadvantage because we cannot prepare estimates 
ourselves, nor is it possible for us to get these estimates from the Government 
department before wo send in o;ir roBolutions for the consideration of the 
Council. My objt^ct in putting this motion is that a beginning may be made 
withejut delay from the ensuing year, and J am sure that if a further sum is 
required there will be plenty of savings during the current year under different 
heads, and Government will no doubt be pleased to make a further grant in 
ordc^r to meet this expenditure. With these words, my Lord, 1 beg to- 
commend this resolution to the consideration of tlje (Council.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said — 

“ My liOrd, 1 consider the question of an anti-malarial survey in rlie 
neighbourhood of Cahmtta is one of the utmost ini) ortance. As has already 
bec'ii obst'rvcni, it will help towards a solution of the housing problem 
for the rich and poor alike. My Lord. 1 feel that it is nee ssary to hav(^ a 
systcmiatic investigation as to what steps should be taken to c^radicato malaria,, 
and the neighbourhood of (^.alcutta is eminently suited for a systematic 
in v(‘stigation. The easy reach of the arc^a from (Calcutta will help the 
inve^stigation. In the m^xt place in the local populahOn we havci perhaps 
men of greatc'.r intcdligcmce than we art‘ likely to lind in rural arenas, and, 
lastly. I venture to think that it will jiay all the munici))alities concermal, 
the coitimunity generally and tlie Government if after proper investigation 
adt^quate and nc'c.essary steps be taken to eradicate malaria from these 
areas. But, my Lord, while I support the cjbject of the resolution, 1 desire 
to state that I do not wish to identify myself with the proposal to take away 
Us. 25,000 from the one lakh provided for quinine, but if tln^ Government 
accept the substance of the resolution, T have no doubt that they will be 
able to find money for the 'purpose, for after all tlie money required will not 
be very much. With these words 1 desire to support tlie resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said .— 

“ My Lord, I am sorry I cannot see my way to support this n^solut’on. In 
the first [)lace, the resolution, as it stands, is self-contradictory. My hon’ble^ 
friend wants Ks. 25,000 for a malarial survey, and he wants the money to 
be dedui^i'd from the expenditure on quinine, wliicli is a necessary preventive 
for malaria and a cure for malaria itself. 1 think the idea is to spend the 
money jiarticularly for areas within the vicinity of Calcutta to the neglect 
of th(‘ mufassal. 1 think there is no necessity for a resolution like this.. 
Your Excellency’s Government has been interested in the question of malaria, 
and if I may say so, Sir, the key-note of this Government from the start is to^ 
drive out malaria from this province, and the provision for quinine in the 
budget is for the same end which the Government have in view. Secondly, I 
think that a gen(‘ral survey of malaria has been made all over the province,, 
and the Department of Sanitation is actively engaged in the work, and I 
think Calcutta and the suburbs will receive the same attention as the other 
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parts of the province. Unfortunately people of the metropolis on a(‘(‘ount of 
various difficulties with which they are eonfrontt'd, espt'cially difficulties 
of accommodation, are anxious to lind out outh'ts for tlu^ removal of their 
grievances, and they think that the qu(‘siion ('f the grh'vances of Ualeutla 
and the suburbs are of very much greater importance than the (]U(‘Slio!is 
which affect rural areas in other parts of tin' pn'sidency. I t hen*fore. my 
Lord, beg to oppose this resolution/' 


The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 

‘‘ My Lord, I candidly confess that I do not likt* tin* iih'a «)1 taking away a 
quarter of a lakh of rupees from tlie [)rovision that we iiavi* madi' lor tin* 
distribution of quinine in tlie provinct*, nor do 1 like the idi‘a that (Ins should 
be the case when w(' know that there are worsi^ ])la(u*s than tin* vicinity c>f 
Calcutta which suffer from malaria. Hut 1 havt* consultt‘d the Sanitary 
Department and J lind that this year we have* iirovidi'd vt'ry liberally for the 
grant of (piinnu^ and if wt* wt.ua' to ac(‘ede to tht' Uai Bahadurs rtapmsi, wt' 
would still have Ks. 25,000 more lor tin* distribution of (piiniin^ than tin* 
amount we providi'd for in tin* present year’s budg(‘t. 1 tln'rel on*, on bi'liall 
of Gov('rnment, am pri‘parod to accept the n'solution. 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said — 

“ iMv [jord, I have oiu* exidanation to rdler. My obj(*ct in suggesting a 
transfer of lls. 25,000 from (piinme was beiaiuse 1 pia'Siime 1 that a c(‘rtain 
sum of money would lx* re(piir(*d lor this an*a out ol this grant, and 
therefore that sum mil’ll! he profitably (*mployed lor an anti-malaiial sui\('j. 

As regards the Hon ble Maulvi Abul Kasein’s observations, I am rather 
mirprisedtliat, my IVlori.l has rais.Hi, p,.rhaps un wiltinpl y, tin; .pi.-Hdon of 
the i-ivalrv Ix'lweeii Calcutta ami it^ vicimly anil oilier p.irts ol the provitieo. 
We arc all iritorestd iiiil.c welfare of Ueirgal as a whole, anil t lierelore 1 
have In-oufjlit t his motion for ilie improvement of a trai l ol eounfry oiitsnie 
Calcutta, whieh is p;irt of ll.mgal ami which is |.ei)i,lcil not liy tlie original 
resiilents of this place, Intt very larirely by people eoiiimKOrom ilisl ant parts ol 
Bnrilwan, etc. My hon’lile frieml will see from tin; (miisus Rei.ort that allude 
proportion of the po), illation of (’alcntta eonsisls ol men com. m- from W es ern 
Lmmal. Calcutta is tlie capital, altliouffh I rcLm-j to say not I ''uP 'nl o 
tho^vhole of India, Init ^lill it Is the capital ol Imha lor all intents and 
purposes and especially it is tlm capital of this presidency, and t n relorc if 
Calcutta and its vicinity are impreved. my 1|'>« 5 

sidcrabic part of the year in Calenlta. and also Ins Iriet.ds w il t,e hem In eiJ 
Eus they have grt. to come to Calcutta for Imsmcs ami other purposes. 
Ml these observations 1 thank tlie ilon'hle Maharajadl.iraja Mahadnr lor 
accepting my resolution. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


ITEM No. IV. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, i.. the ahseme 
Akhil Chandra Datta, moved the following rosolu mn 

• /I... 


of the Hon’ble Babu 


This Council recommends to tlie Covernor in (xiuncil 

X . . f Ps 4 lakhs he iirovided in the l.uiiget for hiiancing 

(„) Iha » and prop™nd lo W c„n.„tnt.d 

„„d»r tl,8 Bengal Villago Self-Government Act ; and^ ^ 
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{h'j I hat a correspontliiig deduction he made in the ePtiinatod expendi- 
ture under tlie head “ 45 — Civil Works in charge of the 
Public Works Depart inent ” or in the Police Budget under the 
head “ Expenditure — 20 — Police.” 


He said : — 


“My Lord, in the alisence of the Hon’hle Bahu Akhil Chandra Datia 
I beg leave to move this resolution. In doing so, my Lord. I beg to observe 
that tlie object of the resolution is to bring liefore Your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment tlie case of the village union boards. We are not much concerned as 
from wliat souriu' the money is to be found, although it has been the custom 
witli the non-official Members in this Council to find out loopholes in 
the Police Budget and to try and see that the police expenditure does not 
go up by leaps and bounds. Previous attempts have failed, and we have 
found by exiierience that demands from tin* Police Budget have always failed 
so I would not press that )ioint. The only thing to which I have to diaw 
Yoiii Excellency’s attention is the fact that when the Village Self-Government 
Act was passeil. Government took upon themselves no financial icsponsibility, 
although some of us trh'd to put a little responsibility on Governimuit, but it 
was not acccjiled. but now that the boards are being constituted those who have 
got any I'Xperience of rural Bengal will admit that it will be very difficult to 
put these hoards in working order without some linaneial In-lp from 
Government. The district, boards will certainly contribute some amount of 
money for these boards, but they will not have sufficient im ncy to make 
these boards work satisfactorily and by the time they imjtose frcsli' taxes so 
that the people mayn^ali/.e the advantages of these union boards it is necessary 
that they should be able to work satisfactorily and only can they call upon the 
people to contribute in the form of taxes. The sum asked for is a very 
modest amount of 4 lakhs for this presidiuicy. and I hojio and trust that Your 
Excellency’s Government will try and find th^* money for the linancing of 
thes<‘ village boards, and that something will b< done in this current financial 
year.” 


The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 

“My Lord, the resolution which has been moved by the* Hon’ble Mauivi 
Abul Kasem relates to a subject which was fully discussed at the time when 
the Village Self-Government Act was before the Council, and I think it was 
finally ruled that such provision of committing the Government to grants-in- 
aid of this kind, or to bear a portion of the cost of the eejuipment required 
under this Act, could not be accepted. The present resolution has been 
worded vaguely, and I do not think that the Hon'ble Mauivi Sahib has been 
able to put very clearly what is the main object of it. it would be idle for 
(loverument to provide money when in the first jjlace they have no applica- 
tions for grants-in-aid and there is no indication whatever of the purposes 
for which the grants would be used or how they would be distributed. It is 
for the union boards to decide what work they want to carry out during a 
year and to raise money by assessment sufficient for the purpose. If the 
works are lu-yond their moans they can move the district boards for a 
special grant, and the district boards can then consider whether the works 
are really needed, and whether their cost is really beyond the resources of the 
board. It is also up to any union or district board to ask Government for 
a special grant-in-aid, but Government cannot obviously put down a lump, 
sum like this without having any idea of what is actually required or what is 
likely to be accepted. Secondly, the main reason for which I oppose this 
resolution is on the ground that the amount asked for is beyond all reason. 
The total income of all union boards in 1918-19 was Rs. 2,39,000, of 
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which Hs. 1,28, ()()() was contrihutecl hy district hoanls and Us. 58,000 waft 
derive 1 from scdf-iaxaMoii. It would Im‘ out o[ (]Ut‘stioii ti) (Jovcrn-' 

meiit to contrihutc aOout doulile tlic present oxpinuliture of the district 
boards, which in 1018 ainountiHl only to Rs. 2,31,000. For these reasons it 
must he apparent to this Council that the proposal cannot be ae(n‘pted, and 
1 therefore b(‘^ to oppose it.” 


The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said — 

“ My Lord, 1 beg to siipfKirt this resolution and although we havt‘ hatl an 
explanation of tin* position by the Hon’l)h‘ Maharajadliiraja Baliadiir ol 
Hurd wan, 1 think tln*ro an* one or two matters which ought to be takmi into 
consideration befon^ a final decision is arrivtnl at. In the first plae<‘, my Lord, 
it is necessary to rmm'inber that the unirm boards an* going to be established 
under the Village f-Ciovtuminent Ac‘t. 1 do not think it is innv'ssary to 
take up the time* of this (5)uncil by urging that m t lu‘se village iitiion boards 
we hav(* really got the beginnings of that ia‘S|)Onsiblc goV(‘rnm(‘nt in the 
country to which W(* an* all looking l'(»rwar(.l with so mueh faith and (‘o:ifi« 
deuce. It is not nn*rely the lirst sta'p in the latter, iuit Irom toa'ry ])o>sible 
point of view it is by all means the most important. 1 do not think it 
is necessary to waste the time of the Council by any lengthy speech if 
I were to urge that all jiossilih* means should la* taken to make th(‘st‘, 
union lioards tin* sina'ess which 1 liey ought to l»e Irom the very begin- 
ning. It has go; to be nuiK'Uiiu'nvl that nothing succchhIs like sinaa'ss. 
and at tlie same timt* it should also b.* n'liuiinbered that^ nothing so 
much disheartiuis as failuiv, and that fine unsuccessful expm-immit in this 
dire(;tion v^ Id r<‘lard for a vi'ry long t inn* tlio jirogress of n^sponsible govern- 
mem in this country, 'rinu-e is one matt(‘r which is generally ovt‘rlook(‘d, not 
nuTely liy the ( ioveriinieiit, but also by tlii' ]>( ople. wlnm critieisins are li‘vel- 
led at' the sel f-goV(UUiing institutions wlnhth we poss(‘SS at the pr(‘se.nf moment 
und(‘r the Local Self-( ioverniiHUit Act or under tin* Muniei])al Act. I hen* 
have b *en certain instance's, unfortunatt‘ly, in which Government have had to 
interv(uie and to suspend the op(‘rations of the municipalities and although it 
was not stated in so many words, t he charge was at any ratr ev(‘l]e( at these 
in^^titulionstliatlli.'y 1 j:uI Im.cu fail.n- ii, < ihvwury an<l that, llu.y lia<l i-ot hcfn 
fiueot-^Klul in satisfactorily .lisLliaiRinp tlin trust tl.at I, ad hnen rn...H..d ... ll'c... 

1 do .lol wish to lako up tl.o I ii..o oft lie Coin. cl by .I.hcukh.uh tlioHc ))aiiicular 
casus hut I have always l.ad the op.u.t.u, and I say .t w.th the utniosi, (•niili- 
donoh that on<' of tlu main naisons for the fa.lar- of lh..sc .n..n.c.i.al.t...s 
rconc vlith their work has l.e.en the vo.-y insuHic.M.t ...ea.,H at td.e.r 
T f • Til rr .lit tin* duties that had Ix'en (‘iitrusted to tlmm. 

diBposiil w.' ask.'il llt.-Hr lK«nlH t(. t-arry -.11 lljB 

wXuJ H i'" ■■‘•i 

worK tnai IS g . ^ non re any Ogic to convince either the 

„.,1, '»«"»'-•»;« I “"' -y . ' tZ circ,.,;,rtna.v. .1,., ..xp,-.-,,,,™.. of 

Government or t'' ^ failu.-e. You a^k tl.e ui.io.. I.oards 

union I.oards^ . ih-il board the eliarge of ru.ad roa-h-. ami yon ask them 

to take over from t. n e iueation withi.. their area, 

to talio ovor ‘'> 7 /;;™':, f.f ll„h„l,al.itant, a„.l l...ki„B aflor 

you ask tl.em to ‘ ^„,,,tinK on with sfweral other inattors 

various sanitary ' forward to see whet her the means at tl.e disposal 

without > "‘-7 ; sufficient for the work that is gomff to !>.- 

of the unton boards Maharajadhiraja Bahadur l.as been pleased 

entrusted to them. Th ,sked for, viz , 1 lakhs of rupees, is rather 

to tell us that the sum that ..as ' ‘ 1 tl.ink, 

more than IS at present the am argumoni that the sun. t hat 

presuraalily, he want, >» '"f f ' “ 'ecLive. 1 Lerd, that before 
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that ifi beinfj made by the district boards now is suflicient, and I want 
to cut short the discussion by saying at once that 1 do not consider that the 
contribution made by the district lioards is at all sufficient. 'I’he district 
boards have not done their duty to the union lioards, and I do not 
exiiect 111 the present circuinstancos of the. finances of the district boards 
that they will 1.0 able, even if they wanted to, to sufficiently finance these 
union boaraK. What after all is going to be tlie Hourco of income of 
tJiese union boards ? I have not got a copy of the Act. I am speaking 
from memory, but I think the income is derived from fines imposed by 
union courts and union benches, also the receipts from the fines imposed in 
the pounds and |•|•rrles, then the chaukidari taxes realized by them, and as 
the ilon’ble the Maharajadhiraja has told us. thi'v can raise money, if 
possilile, by additional taxation and by asking the district boards for grants 
and, lastly, they can come up to the Local Grovernment. 


Now, as regards fines imposed, which is the first item, om- ean easily 
imagine that ihe income will not be very much under that head, taking into 
account the possilile number of cases that are likely to crop up and the 
number of fines imposed we do not expect that people in villages will goon 
infringing tlio law and allow tlnnnsol v(^s lo b(* hauled U]) Ixdore the v'Nlagfi 
bench, and allow themselves to be fined, simply because it is necessarv to 
swell the finances of the union boards. As regards pounds and ferries, 
unless people become very careless about their cattle and people take it into 
their heads to cross rivers more often than necessary, I do not think the income 
under those heads will be much. As mganls chaukidari ta.xes. we know 
that this income is not of a very appreciable character. Then comes that 
interesting point— raising money by taxation. It is all very well to say, ‘ Go 
and raise money by taxation ’, but the jioint must not I'k' lost sight o’f that 
although the income may not be quite sufficient, it is not possible for the 
Tieople to boar any more burdens of taxation. If yon raise the chaukidari tax 
.voii will do so only by inflicting another burden on the people which they 
cannot bear. 'I’lien comes the question of asking the district boards fur 
grants. As 1 have already submitted, distriei boards have not got enough 
money' to spare, and as at present, the case has been that the district boards 
generally find themselves on the horns of a dilemma. Are ihey to siioiid 
money on education, or on building bridges over e.anals ? There have been 
many cases in which it was found that they had to look for funds from 
oiitsi le. Then romaiiis the last resort— an appeal to Government, and I think 
It IS the only resort available to the union boards for keeping their work going. 
As the ease stands, there can be no doubt that the "union boards will 
Jiave to come up lo Goyornment for help, and if that is going to bo the case, 
why not make a beginning now. Let them have funds, let them have a 
gofxl start, and if they do not succeed, then it will be time enough to say 
that the experiment has boon a failure. I submit that it is not wise, it is 
these union boards, saddling them with heavy respon- 
sibilities, an 1 allowing them to begin the work vvirdi insufficient resources, 
there IS nothing that conduces so much to failure as the want, of the real 
smews of war. 1 know in this particular case, Government will be guilty of 
a gmss bre.ach of fail h to the people, if they do not allow funds to be placed 
at the disposal of t hese union boards, in order to afford all possible facilities 
or carrying on the work that is going to be entrusted to them. I submit 
. lat since the Government will have to give the money, at some future time, 
let them provide the money now. Before sitting down 1 have got to consider 
p‘n- has been iimde that it may be taken from the 

11 die Works or the lolice Budget. So far as I am concerned I have alway's 
held that the expenditure on the Police Department is extravagant, and it has 
gone up since my life in this Gouncil from about 81 lakhs to the record figure 
ot a crore and a half this year. It may be that there will be great opposition 
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if I touch a fiingle farthing under thin head, but that ie the bent source 
from which we can get money. F beg to support this resolution, and I hope 
the Hon I'le Member in c-luirge will reconsider the mat ter. 


The Non’Ue Mauivi Abul Kasem said 

“ My Lord, I regret very mucli that the Hon'ble Member in chargt> has 
not found it convenient to accept the n^solution. an<l that lit* is not pia'pared 
to make any provision in th(‘ budget for tinancing tln^ village self-govtoming 
boards. The Hon’ble Memb(‘r in charge* lias lieen pleastui to ol^st^rve that 1 he- 
matter was tliorouglily discusscHl in this ( U)uncil when the V"illag<‘ Si‘lf-(iovt>rn- 
ment Hill was befort* it, and it was detinit(*ly seltltHl that (lovcrnimmt would 
undertake no financial responsibility in the maltcr. (%‘rtainly that is so, and 
I said so when 1 inosanl the n^solmion. But. my Lord, the inprisssion l<*ll (ui 
my iniml, at any rate by the discussions that took place whim the Hill was in 
this Council, was that although ( foviommenl umlertook no fin:in(;lal resj)onsi“ 
bilily, they would come to our help, if help was nei'ded, and emboldtmi'd wdth 
that hope which was Indd out to us, I ventunMl to move this resolution in 
till* absence of my friend. 

In the second ])laco, the Maluirajadhiraja Bahadur has bi'cn pleased l-o 
observe that no atipli(*ation has beim riHieived either from the dis<rii‘t boards 
or from the union boiirds for tliis purpose, and that they are just the p(*rsons 
who should first move in the matter. 1 want to remind the llon’bh* Memlier 
in (diarge that t.lie union boards are just now being constituti'd and they are 
not yt‘tin existence. Hurdwanis pt*rliaps th(‘ firstdistriet in Bengal wli(‘n‘lhe 
Act was intro'luced, and so far as I know" no other board has beiwi constitiiled 
in the presidency. They an* lender constitution. In some cases cli‘ctions hav(^ 
been held and some have b(H*n notifn^d. So it was not possibb* for any <>!’ llu^si’i 
boards which an^ now in existenci^ to approach (iov(*rnment. Thti mim who 
have be(‘n elect(*d to tliesi* union boards or who will form i lu' n(*vv boa»’ds havi' 
at any rate no idea at present of what ihfi work will bi* and they will have 
to be guided by tin* Govcrnmimt officials, (’ertainly tin* district boards 
will conu' to their help, hut the ]*e<our(;es of the district hoards an* stilJ 
more limitinl. and th(*y have got on tli(*ir shoulders many impoitant wairks 
fo* which th(*y do not find mon(*y, and I do not think that tin* district hoards 
could have possibly now come forward with an application for tln^ h(*lp of 
tdiese union hoaials which are now" l)(‘ing created. 

Thirdly, the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur has be(‘n pleased to 
oliServe that tln^so union committees collected Hs. fi8,000 ami the district 
boards paid Rs. 1,28.000, hut pi/rliaps he lorg<*ts that the figures given were 
for tlic union committees startiul ami cstablishi'd umli*r thi* Local Sell- 
Government Act, w"hich were V(*ry few" in number and perhaps tlieir nurnher 
was very limited, about 8 or 10 in a district. vvher(*aH the villagi* self- 
governing boards are vm'y numerous in nuinlier : p(‘rhaps in (’very ehaukidan 
union in the pres deucy th(*re will he a villag(‘ hoard. Th('rcfor(' the money 
that they w"ill collect th(*ms(?lves and thi* iiion(*y that the district hoards may 
be calle(i upon to contributi! for thei»- <*xpens’(*K would b(* mucli largfm than 
what has been the case w'ith th<^ union comniitt(H‘S. Union ccnnmitlucs 
were of very little importance and very few in numb(*r. S(*eondly, th(‘y arc 
saddled with the inaint(mance of chaukidars and dafadars. The chankidari 
tax that they now C(dlect wdll be practically wholly spent on the chankidars 
and they will have to make fresh taxation for the purpoS(* of keeping their 
works going. My friend has mentioned about some fees to be realized, but 
it will bo absurJ to expect an institution to be run simply on the liofie of 
meeting financial liabilities by fines imposed for negligence or commission of 
offences. 
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I am sorry, my Lord, thar tlie resolution lias not been accepted, but at 
the same time 1 liopo and trust tliat when these boards are formed and when 
they come up to Grovemment for help, at least the Government will come to 
th(‘ir rescue, and iinh^ss that is don(3. as has b(».en observt^d by my friend to 
tile left, the villa^i; self-governing bodies would not work satisfactorily, and 
tlius the first laddiu' towards rf*8ponsible government will be doomed to failure. 
1 have nothing moi'e to add. There is scarcidy any chance of this resolution 
being carried, but it is a matttu' (»f regret to me that when the Bill was under 
discussion, we were left with the impression that Government would come to 
their financial aid if it was iK^nli'd. So the [iresent hopts which I have 
oxpia^.MSi'd that sonic money wdl be proVjdt‘d for these* boards, is also hoping 
against hofie.” 


The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord. I would just like to say om^ thing. I do not think in my 
speech I ovov intmided to (uinvey tln^ idiva that Government would never give 
any assistan«^‘e, but the whole point is this. When the Mauivi Sahib himself 
said that in the Bunlwan disti'ict (^ven no’v union boards had not been formed 
under the Act, surely he could ru)t (*xpect Governm( 3 nt to provide, without 
considei’ing what the (hunands may be, a fancy sum of Rs. 1 lakh^ in the 
budget. 1 do not think that is a proper way of financing, and I do not S(*e, 
my Lord, how it could be possible for (iovernment to hold out any promise 
until they had concrete* proposals for hel[> before them. For thesis reasons I 
am unable to provide the money in tln^ present budget.’’ 

The motion was then put and lost. 


ITEM No. V. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri movid the following 
resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council — 

[a] that suitable provision be made in n(‘xt year’s budget for 
meeting the charges for improving the pay and prospects of the 
higher branches of the Subordinate Educational Service ; and 

(h) that the sum required be met for next year from the allotment 
made for lump piovision for sanitation. 


He said : — 

My Lord, so far as I remember, an assurance was given some time ago in 
this Council that the question of the improvement of the jiay and status of the 
members of the Subordinate Educational vServicc would be taken up wdien the 
question of the Imperial and Provincial Educational Services could be con- 
sidered as the former was not dealt with liy the J^ublic Services Commission. 
Now that the question of the other two services is being considered, I think 
it is time that the question of tin* Suliordinate Educational Service should also 
be taken uj». I do not know whether anything has yet been done or any pro- 
posal has yet been matured and submitted to the higher authorities for 
sanctilin, 1 ut 1 think it is high time that something should be done for the 
low-paid officers of this service. 1 have proposetl the improvement of the 
higher branches of the Subordinate Educational Service first as both the 
grades cannot be considered together. It is really an economic question of 
great importance as in these days of high prices of foodstuffs and other 
necessaries of life it is very difficult for the members of this service to 
meet their necessary expenditure. 1 have therefore suggested that the Ititnp 
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provision for sanitation may be touched for any amount that may be required 
in the next year. Tlie provision of proper foo ling is an iiiiporfant charge 
upon sanitation, and so I have suggested this item. 1 liopt‘ this qut^slion 
should no longer be delayed. 

With these few words ! beg to commend the resolution to the acet‘j)ianco 
of Your Excellency’s Government and this (hminhl.” 


The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

My Lord, Government are fully alive to t he r(M]uirements of the Sub- 
ordinate Educational Service. As the III on’blc M(‘mber knows, tlie SeeriUary 
of State has only recently passed orders about th(‘ reorganization of tin' Indian 
Educational Service and the Provincial Educational Servico, hut 1 hr di'tails 
liav(i yet to be filled in and it has to he decuded what posts should he removc'd 
from the Provincial Educational Service to tlu' liulian Educational Sri vict‘ 
and from the Subordinate to the Provincial. Till this l)as Ikuu) done it is 
quite inipossibh^ to take up the question of rt'organizing tln^ Suhonlinati^ 
Educational Service as we do not know what posts would have to hi‘ provideil 
for. It would, therefore, ho iinpossihli‘ to(‘stimati' tin* amount which wouhl 
be required. It has yet to he decidcHl what tln^ diilrrent grade's shonld \h\ 
what posts they should include and what tin* pay should hr <>f su(‘h posts. ] 
do not think, therefons that at tin) j)r(^S(‘nt moment (iovc'rnnn'nt can i)ossihly 
[)rovide for any sum of money in the way tin* lion hir Mt*mht*r dt^sirrs. All 
ihat I can |)romis(‘. is that as soon as we havt* hern ahh^ t o go I hrougli tln^ 
question of tin* posts in the Indian Educational S(‘rvic(‘ and tln^ Provincial 
Educational Servirt*, we pr()])osr to appoint a Committer- to go into tin* 
question of the Suhordinate Educational Service, and I thr-refore n*(iurst the 
hon’hle moV(‘r of this resolution that und(W tln‘st‘ circumstancc^s hr would 
be wis(^ to withdraw his rc'solution.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“Mv Lord, I am grat(*ful to tin* llon’hh^ Mtunhrr in charge for tin* 
,as8urance that ’ has Ix'cn givi'ii, and 1 do not think it will serve any useful 
purposo to press my resolution. As ti.e manor is onK.a-.ng i ho attent ion 
<of Government, T tliink it better to witlOraw tin- resolution. 

The motion was then, by leave of the I’resi.lent, witlnlrawn. 

ITEM No. VI. 

The Hon’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem, in the ahsi nee of the Hon’ble Babu 
.Akhil Chandra Datta, moved the followinti resolution : 

This Couticil recommends to the Governor in Council- 


He said : — , . . i 

. , I • • „ ..-.Holntion which might he to some extent, construed 

•‘My Lord, . f.^^sal and the metropolis, hut it has been 

to mean a rivalry between - • _ oxpendi- 

plaeed before mufas^sal be increased by another lakh and 

iure on primary ' have touched upon the money allotted 

lhat in order to find out tlic sum - ^ 
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for tho saino purposo in the city of Calcutta. We would have been very glad 
if we could lay our hands on something else, but this was found to be most 
convenient by the Hon’ble IJabu Akhil Chandra Datta because nobody would 
oppose it. 

In the, first place, my Lord, I submit that in Calcutta the people are 
wealthy and they can afibrd to pay for education, and besides that they have a 
very rieh (V)r| oration to help them, whereas in the mufassal the municipali- 
ties. as has bei n fLserved by my friend to the left,, are in a very bad 
financial condition, and besides the people in the rural area cannot afford to 
pay money lor their education. Those who have had anything to do with the 
Del tarrnefit of Kdiication know that th(! real difiieulty for the extension of 
primary education in the mufassal has been the want of money to meet the 
expense. The Department of Kducation comes forward with a grant of a small 
amount for these primary schools when (hey have been established and they 
havt' to follow certain rules which insist on the jirovision of suitable staff, 
furniture, ma| s. books and otln-r necessary articles : but the local people poor 
as they are — and what is more they have lu.t got much education — do not 
understand the advantages of an extension of primary education, and those 
people who are wealthy and well-to-do in the mufassal prefer for various 
reasons to go and live in the oily and (hey have very little cone(>rn with tho 
land where they and their forefathers were born, bu( that cannot be helped. 
Therefore the humble sugg(*stion is made that this money, th(> sum of one 
lakh, be raised to two lakhs and the amount be met from that allotted for 
the cil,y of Calcutta. I hope and trust tin' city of Calculta will not sufier by 
it because the people are better cultured and more intelligeni and they are 
miieh more wealthy than the jieople in rural areas, and therefore 1 (rust that 
then^ will be no (jpposition. The financial (luestion rests with (he Director 
of I ublic Instruction, and 1 hope he will try to find ou( (he moneys wanted 
for ('alcutta either from the local people or from (he Corporation and' that he 
will increase the Covernment grant for the mufassal hy another lakh so that 
that will help the extension and expansion of primary education in the 
mufassal. 


My Lord, in fact, the Primary Education Hill, whiidi was passed in this 
Coum-il, will practically remain a dead letter owing to its provision for the 
imposition of an education cess. I believe 1 am not far wrong when I say 
that almost all the municipalities have either ri'fused to introduce the Act in 
their area or have asked for substantial grants from Covernment for the 
purpose. It is very difficult to find in a municipal town a majority of two- 
thirds who support the idea of the extension of primary education because 
they are not willing to pay the educational cess. If that is the case with the 
municipal areas the case of rural areas is worse. I therefore submit, my Lord,, 
that this resolution should bo aceiipted by Your Excellency’s Government.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

*• My Lord, although my friend began his (diservations by saying that if he 
IS moving the resolution on behalf of Habu Akhil Chandra Datta he is not 
doing so in a spirit of rivalry to Calcutta, all the arguments that he has. 
adduced controvert his profession. My Lord, with the object which the 
resolution has in view, 1 am sure, every one here has the fullest sympathy.. 
Those who were members of the Finance Committee are well aware of the 
fact that this (natter was raised and discussed in the Committee, and, if I 
reme.inber aright, it was said that no seheme had come up from any of the 
municipalities or at least from a large proportion of the municipalities 
concerned, feo far as Calcutta is concerned, a fully^ matured scheme was. 
submitted by the Calcutta Corporation and it had l>een under consideration. 



1920 .] Revised Financial Statement. 209 

Maulvi FazFul-Haq. 

for a long time. The Corporation has earmarked a certain sum cf money in 
order to carry out the scheme not only this year hut for two or tliree years 
past and Governunmt very reasonably came forward to help, or ratluM* to 
co-operate with, the Corporation in introducing primary education in ('alculta. 
Hut what IS the situation in the muiassal ^ Is theri* any si^hmiu' from any 
municipality or from the municipality of Burdwan of svhich the Hon'ble 
Maulvi Abul Kasom may be a member vvliicli has Ikhui forvvaidt'd to (Jovtnn- 
ment ? So far as I could gather from what was stated frcmi t he (lov( rninent 
side, Government were quite willing to lielp the mufassal municipalilit's if 
they came forward with some definite schemes, but noiu' (^ame. Tins lump 
sum of one lakh was simply bulgettod in cas(^ any municipality shoiihl 
come up later on with a reasonable scheme for th(‘ introduction of piimary 
education in its area. 1 am sure that if a larg(* number of municij)aliiit‘s 
come forward with definite proposals for t he introduction of primary educa- 
tion, Govc^rnment would be pleased to find t he rcquir(*d sum. ddn^ longing 
eye of my friend need not lie cast on the (kilcutta (Corporation bt'causc after 
all the (Corporation is not taking away anything from the muhissal muni- 
cipalities. Th(‘re is a lump sum provision of one lakh, but if it is found' insulli- 
cieni? and the mufassal municipalitios come forward with definiti^ scluunt^s 
furt her funds may be made available^’ 


The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said — 

“My Lord, T beg to support this resolution, and in doing so I want to 
mak(', a conle-ssion which my friend, Maulvi Abul Kastuii, shrank from 
making. 1 will |)lainly say, my Lord, that if I \Nt‘T(‘ to bring forward a 
sugg(‘stion of this (diaract(‘r, J would ei'rtainly do so inainly on (he ground 
that (Jahnitl^a seems to b(‘ V('ry favourably treated in comparison with t!ie 
mufassal. In otlnu* words, if a sum of Ks. lakhs is going to he sjMUit for the 
imjirovmmuit of primary educuilion, it is unfair to the mufassal to he allot tod 
one lakh which w.ll bt^ distributed bcU.wiHUi all the municipalitn^s scatteM^d 
over all the presidency and to allot d lakhs to Calcutta. The natural division 
would l)c half and half— 2 lakhs each, if not 3 lakhs for the mulassal as 
iicrainst I lakh for (Calcutta. If by these ivmarks I lay myself open to tlie 
charge of zealousy of the metropolis as a miifassahte, I aiiKpiite prepared 
io face it and I will not he afraid of laying myself opmi to t hat ehargr. 

^ In the first place, tln^ facilities for primary education in Calcutta am 
far more niimorous than in the mufassal, and this is to he <leplored because^ 
of the fact that tin*, needs of the mufassal an* so much greaiei than those 
of Calcutta. If it is the ohjiHit to dispel ignoramm and pre]udiee by the 
spread of primary (^lueatioii, wi* could not do In'tter than take all 
possible meaiiH to foster the sp.va.l of prin.ary u.-al.uo n. pl.y-s outs.. <■ 
the presidency town. Calcutta has the least nccl ..I it and at t s.u .. 
tinio^ Calcutta is .nore fully eq..ip|)od with res,. ur<..'s for taking h.i 

the almost gi mntic task wliicli tlic spread .d pnmary ...lue at ...tails. 1 lu 
needs of the’ mulassal are great..r and ^ 

tw,,, it, -y ; "i-.- 

MWrioi'ld "til "'nonCli. I.ai lin.llia i;riaraii I'aliialiailiir, liaa .a.mii 

the usual ’ auery ‘ How can you ask for a further allot .nent ol one lakh buving 

the usU'il q . J. formulated any definite proposals .> To 

tlmfl Hay'\-t the money come, and the ,,roposalH will hi; forthcoming. I ro- 
that ] saj, I , i. ,'i „omii,£rfM’cause the municipalities know that even 
po,„l, hava prop, .ala .U.T »ill I-' 

o, .1,0 r.ct .1... .bay 



210 


Revised Financial Statement, 
Bahu S, N, Ray, 


[13th Mabch, 


know sufficient funds would not be forthcoming. At any rate, it is never 
a sound way of disposing of a question like this simply by saying that no 
proposals arc forthcoming. It may be the particular case of the Hurd wan 
municipality, that tliey are slow and are taking time to consider, but that does 
not prevent tlie allotment being made in the budget for meeting those pro- 
posals when they do really come. Then we have been asked, ‘/re any 
schemers ready ? ’ As in tlie other case, I would say that schemes would 
be ready only wlum the money is ready. I do not wish to take up tlie time 
of tli(‘ Council. The proposal here made does not aflect the total allotment 
that has been made for primary education, it is only suggesting a change 
betwetm the claims of Calcutta and the mufassal, as suggesting that the 
moiK^y should be divided lialf and half between the mufassal and Calcutta. 

I submit that this is a very fair proposal, and by opposing this proposal the 
people of Calcutta will lay themselves open to the charge that they are un- 
mindful of rural interests and things in the mufassal. They do not know the 
condition of things there and therefore they are not aware how necessary it 
is to help these movements in the mufassal. With these few words I beg to» 
support the resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“ My Lord, I wish to say a few words with references to this resolution. 
As Your Excellency knows, the Primary Education Act was'passed in March 
1919, but no steps, no active steps, have yet been taken by Coverniruuit for 
tli(5 development of primary (ulucation in mufassal niunic*ipaliti(‘s. At first wo 
thought that a sum of Us. 5 lakhs W(;uM he allotted this year for th(‘ (]*nadop- 
iiKuit of primary education in mufassal municipalities, but now wcCind that only 
a sum of one lakh has becm provid(‘.d for the purpos(‘. Probably W(^ will b(‘ told 
that schemes are not rc^ady, and that proposals have not Ixuni sent to Covern- 
numt. Asamatt(n* of fac^t, I know that from some muni(npaliti(‘s’ pro])osals 
have Ixa^n simt to the educational authorities, but th(\y have been returned by 
them on the ground that tlu; proposals are not satisfactory and that proper 
statistics have not been given, though I know in some caases it is the educational 
authoriti(^s who have supjdied these 8tatisti(;s and helped tin* muni(n’paliti(‘S in 
framing these proposals. The real fact is that some of the nunnbers of the 
Education Department arc* not vc^ry fri(‘ndly disposed, I am sorry to say, 
towards tln^ dc'velopmt'nt of primary educat ion in the mufassal. T shall give 
one single instance*. 1 know there are one or two sub-insf) 0 ctors of schools 
under the district deputy insjiecfor of schools. I personally asked the 
Director of Public Instruction (not Mr. Hormdl, who was then on leave) to 
have at least in eacdi district one or two additional sub-inspectors to help 
municipalities in framing their proposals. What was the result ? In the 
district of the 2I-Parganas then*, is only one sub-inspector of schools I asked 
Mr. Dunn to give us three additional sub-inspectors ; their ])ay would be only 
Rs. 50 or Rs. 60 each. What did he say ? He said I hat he was not in a position 
to give us any officer, but that he would try and see what could be done. 
Noidiing was done. There are about 24 municipalities in the district of tha 
24-Parganas and one single sub-inspector has to look after the work of the 
district board primary sch(X)ls, and, over and above that, he has to look 
after the work of the municipal primary schools. He cannot satisfactorily 
carry on the wx)rk. 1 think more sympathy is required from the educational 
authorities to frame these schemes, and unless this is done, the Primary 
Education Act will remain a dead letter and even this one lakh of rupees' 
will not be used. So while fully supporting the first part of the resolution, 

I cannot support the second part of it, and it is for this reason. The Calcutta 
Corporation has already provided 5 lakhs from their own funds ; they have led 
the way, and so it is only fitting that Covernment should also help the 
Corporation with some substantial grant. I see no moaning in reducing the- 
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Government com rlbution o[ 3 lakhs to 2 lakhs. No doubt tii.- Calcutta 
Corporation is a very rich municipality it h.as got a surplus of about 45 
lakhs this year. Iheydonot know howto spend the money, ami so they 
contiibuted 5 lakhs of it towards primary education. Govorniuenl ought 
to help the municipalities witii cont ributions, but I cannot Hupjiori il ;it part 
of the resolution by which it is soiiglit to reduce the contribution to (be 
Calcutta Corporation. ” 


The Hon’bie Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said — 

“Your Excellency, I did not intend to address the Council on tliis 
subject, but for some obsei*vations which have falltm from tlie Ilon’hh' liabu 
Surendra Nath Ray wlio, of course, is in a position to speak on mattt‘rs of 
this kind with some degree of autliority. I liappcn however to know some- 
thing about the position of the South Suburban Municipalily whi^di my 
hon’bie friend has worthily represented for tlie last sevmi y(‘ars in tliis 
Council, and with which he is still connected, llis municipality which 
is closest to the town of Calcutta, has failed up to this time in submitting 
a return of the number cJ pupils which the municipality exjicct will be abb' 
to join the numbtu* of propose^] jirimary sclnxils within tlu' limits of tliat 
municipality, though that municipality has been rejusiti'dly ask(*d to do so. 
It is just a year ago that the l‘riiiiary Education Act was passed in this 
Council under the able guidance of my hon’bie friend, bin so far as his 
inunicijiality is concerni'd it has Iuhui a dead letter up to this time, and 
on(‘ fei'ls som(‘ diflieulty in understamling the (‘xciisf* put forward that the 
educational autlioritic'S failtMl to appoint a sub-insjicctor of schools, tempo- 
rarily for threi^ months, to do this luisiness for the* South Suburban Muni- 
cipality. Is tin' South Suburban niunicijiality so poor in talent, in 
intelligenci', not to i)(* al)le to sup})ly t he stat.istn^s requirf'd ? I should liave 
hesitated to stand here at t-ln^ pia^sent moment had I not been furnislu'd with 
the informat, ion as ri'gards the cxac't situation by a man in authority in that- 
district. 'Jdu'refore 1 r(^sj)ect fully submit that it is no usi' allotting more than 
one lakli of ru])f 3 es for the jiromotloii of j)i-imary e<lucation in the mufassil 
nuinici})aliti(^s because they liave by t heir jiast conduct shown l In'insel ves to 
be very hddiargic, and as for taking away tin' sum of money which the 
Finance (committee have allott{‘(l lor l ln‘ iironn^tion o( jirimary educat.ion in 
Calcutta, for the purpose of })romoting t lie same thing in I hi' rural areas, it 
would be perfectly useless judLTini;' Irom the slati* ('f t lungs (IiscIosimI. lln're is 
no gainsaying tlie fac;! that the (Jalcutta (Jovporation have been la^ady with 
schemes for tlie jiromotion ol primary (slucation in the town ol Calcutta. an<i 
they are also ready with funds and tlnyy soi'k aid in this matter. Ihey havi*. 
got largo liabilities and t!n\y liavt* also got a v<*ry large amount of dcdits ; so 
that it does not, follow if tiieir income is consideral^le, over oin* crore and half 
of rupees, that they should thm'efort' bt' d(‘prived ol ai<l winch they are. justly 
entitled to from the State.” 


The Hon’bie Babu Surendra Nath Ray, having risen, ifu' President 
asked : 

“ Does the Hon’bie Member wisli to make a personal explanation ?” 


The Hon’bie Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“Yes my Lord only a personal explanation. What my hon ble friend 
has said about the South Suburban Municipality is not correct. As a matter 
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of fact, a selierne wan framed and 8ui)mitted either in August or September 
last, and I really do not know who has given my hon’ble friend the informa- 
tion that a scheme was not submitted to Governmc3nt in time. Either he 
has drawn from his own imagination, or his informant has not given him true 
information.” 


The Hon’bie the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said : — 

'‘My Lord, I must confess the debate has been most interesting. Of 
coursf^ th(^ hon’bie mover of the resolution and tlu^ gciiitlemcm who followed 
him have been so sentimental of late that I can appreciate their sentimonts 
running away with them to-day in coniK'ction witL the qut^stion of mufassal 
versus (Calcutta. Hut I do not think it is the corjx*ct attitude to take up on 
the pri‘.Hont occasion. In the first place, what is tne position regarding thq 
mufassal ? It is this, that it is not as if the OoverniiKnit were unwilling to 
make any coni ribution, but that not knowing what schemes are likely to come 
up during tlH‘ year, (iov(‘rnment have no! been able to put down a large 
sum oF moin^y. In fa(;t, [)robably, eviaj the lakh of rupees that has been 
provided should not have been there, but the 1 ‘eason lhat it has been put in is 
simply that Oovornment may not be accused of backing out from the promise 
of supporting |)rimary (‘ducation in the mufassal. We have at the present 
moment got only two proposals from th(^ mufassal municipalitic's and I am 
rather surpris(3d that the Hon’bh^ Ikibu Surendra Nath Ray in trying to make 
out a (;aH(3 simply because his scheme was sent back by the Education Depart- 
ment as not being com])lete. should accus(‘ tln^ Education Department of being 
unsympathetic towards the whole qin^stion of primary (‘ducation in the mufassal. 

1 know from (<xprience that tin* Education Dej)artm«‘nt is constantly k(q)t busy 
with the (|uest ion of these primary schools in the mufassal, and ] can bear 
tostinumy to the fact that Mr. llornell is (‘C)nstantly (h'voting his attention to 
these primary schools or projc^cts, when he goes to th(! mufassal on tour, and 1 
do not thiidv it is quite fair to make this accusation against tin; Education 
Department, What, however, we are concerned with lo-day is this. Is the 
provision of one lakh of rupees in the l)udgel sulficicnit for the dmnand that 
may be made cm the Governnnujt from the mufassal municipalities ? 1 say, 

it is sutficicmt. That being so, that disposes of the question as to whether 
mon* funds should be provid(Hl. All 1 can say is, I can assure the Hon’bie 
Maulvi Abul Kasem that tln^ri^ is no intention on tli(‘ part of (Government to 
back out of their shaia^ in providing fo;- primary education in tln^ mufassal. Ho 
and his fri(>nds have only got lo watch and see what we ar(‘ able to contribute 
from this lakh of rupe(‘B in the nexi yeai-. If we can spend th(‘ whole of it 
(h(n-(3 will b(^ am])le time for M(‘mb(*rs of Council lor agitating for large sums 
of money to be provided in the budg(‘ts to come. 


Now, 1 shall turn to 1 he (iiu'stion of ( -alcutta. I do not think there is 
any (pu'stion of radi and poor as lias been nuMitioned by tli(‘ Hon’bie Mauhq 
Abul Kasein in this matter. Government are willing to help wIktc schemes 
have Ix'cn crystalisiNl. Hen3 we hav(‘ a scheme whicli has been crystalised 
by the Cahuilta Corfioral ion, which has beim examined by the Education 
Doiiartnienl and which, Governm(‘nt in duty bound, should help. That being 
so, I do n(3t think it s at all fair to tiy and take away tlui money provided 
for the (halcutia C’orporation. I think I have explained enough, my Lord, and 
I hope it will be tak(‘n in good faith that the amount provided for for the 
mufassal municipalities is quite adequate for our present purposes, and that 
thenTore there is no need either to rob Calcutta of another lakh, or to 
provide a lakh from elsewhere. 

For these reasons I am unable to accept this resolution. ” 
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Government com rlbution o[ 3 lakhs to 2 lakhs. No doubt tii.- Calcutta 
Corporation is a very rich municipality it h.as got a surplus of about 45 
lakhs this year. Iheydonot know howto spend the money, ami so they 
contiibuted 5 lakhs of it towards primary education. Govorniuenl ought 
to help the municipalities witii cont ributions, but I cannot Hupjiori il ;it part 
of the resolution by which it is soiiglit to reduce the contribution to (be 
Calcutta Corporation. ” 


The Hon’bie Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said — 

“Your Excellency, I did not intend to address the Council on tliis 
subject, but for some obsei*vations which have falltm from tlie Ilon’hh' liabu 
Surendra Nath Ray wlio, of course, is in a position to speak on mattt‘rs of 
this kind with some degree of autliority. I liappcn however to know some- 
thing about the position of the South Suburban Municipalily whi^di my 
hon’bie friend has worthily represented for tlie last sevmi y(‘ars in tliis 
Council, and with which he is still connected, llis municipality which 
is closest to the town of Calcutta, has failed up to this time in submitting 
a return of the number cJ pupils which the municipality exjicct will be abb' 
to join the numbtu* of propose^] jirimary sclnxils within tlu' limits of tliat 
municipality, though that municipality has been rejusiti'dly ask(*d to do so. 
It is just a year ago that the l‘riiiiary Education Act was passed in this 
Council under the able guidance of my hon’bie friend, bin so far as his 
inunicijiality is concerni'd it has Iuhui a dead letter up to this time, and 
on(‘ fei'ls som(‘ diflieulty in understamling the (‘xciisf* put forward that the 
educational autlioritic'S failtMl to appoint a sub-insjicctor of schools, tempo- 
rarily for threi^ months, to do this luisiness for the* South Suburban Muni- 
cipality. Is tin' South Suburban niunicijiality so poor in talent, in 
intelligenci', not to i)(* al)le to sup})ly t he stat.istn^s requirf'd ? I should liave 
hesitated to stand here at t-ln^ pia^sent moment had I not been furnislu'd with 
the informat, ion as ri'gards the cxac't situation by a man in authority in that- 
district. 'Jdu'refore 1 r(^sj)ect fully submit that it is no usi' allotting more than 
one lakli of ru])f 3 es for the jiromotloii of j)i-imary e<lucation in the mufassil 
nuinici})aliti(^s because they liave by t heir jiast conduct shown l In'insel ves to 
be very hddiargic, and as for taking away tin' sum of money which the 
Finance (committee have allott{‘(l lor l ln‘ iironn^tion o( jirimary educat.ion in 
Calcutta, for the purpose of })romoting t lie same thing in I hi' rural areas, it 
would be perfectly useless judLTini;' Irom the slati* ('f t lungs (IiscIosimI. lln're is 
no gainsaying tlie fac;! that the (Jalcutta (Jovporation have been la^ady with 
schemes for tlie jiromotion ol primary (slucation in the town ol Calcutta. an<i 
they are also ready with funds and tlnyy soi'k aid in this matter. Ihey havi*. 
got largo liabilities and t!n\y liavt* also got a v<*ry large amount of dcdits ; so 
that it does not, follow if tiieir income is consideral^le, over oin* crore and half 
of rupees, that they should thm'efort' bt' d(‘prived ol ai<l winch they are. justly 
entitled to from the State.” 


The Hon’bie Babu Surendra Nath Ray, having risen, ifu' President 
asked : 

“ Does the Hon’bie Member wisli to make a personal explanation ?” 


The Hon’bie Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“Yes my Lord only a personal explanation. What my hon ble friend 
has said about the South Suburban Municipality is not correct. As a matter 
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Ho said : — 

“My Lord, this resolution seeks to ensure a natural sequence, so to 
speak, of the promising field which Your Excellency’s Government is providing 
for industrial education. In this debate, iny Lord, education always looms 
large, v(;ry properly, Ix^cause there is no more real politics than education in 
all its aspects. Owing to tlie action that has been taken in connection with 
the Imperial and Educational Services no suggestions regarding them have 
been found necessary this year. We have already disposed of the question of 
the Subordinati^ Educational Service, and through the good offices of the 
hospital-hearted lloii’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, the question of primary 
education has also had enough attention at the 4iauds of the Council. Now 
remains i Ik^ question of industrial education, (^mimercial, industrial and 
agricultural education lias been engaging considerable pjublic attention and the 
attention of the University authorities. The Sibpur Engineering College is 
now the Bengal Engineering Coll(‘ge and the prospects of the Kanchrapara 
Workshop s(‘eins to be hojieful. General provision for the technical institute 
will fill a large filacu* as also the. nautical school about which a committee has 
been appoint(‘d. The Kanchrapara Institute' is somewhat in the position of a 
whqi without a horse in centain respects liecause of the omission of the 
general staff, whi(di 1 am sure will be corrected in tinu'. 

1 ])ropos(‘. in'^this resolution to find the, lost link as it were in the chain 
and that is to give an cfleiffive and thorough training at the end of the 
engineering course at tlu' Bengal Engineering College. Eight years ago, a 
gri'.at engiiKHU* told me in England ‘for ordinary jiurposos, your (countrymen 
ne«‘d iK'ver come abroad. Y(»ur educational institutions, if bidtered, will do 
a giH'at. (heal, and the works that you have in your own country will do the rest 
in the way of training.’ It is that final and comprehensive training that is 
th(c objective of this ncsolution, which should bc^ assuri'd. We have no lack 
of brick and mortar engineers from our (n)ll(‘g('S. but when we want to deal 
with industries that are springing up in all i)arts of the country, that we find 
real difficulty. Reliable engineers with general attainments are not lacking 
and they them8elv(^8 would be V(u*y glad to have workshop training, ’idiero 
are the Tata engineering works and industrial concerns like the Banga 
Lakshmi Cotton Mills, which can impart such training ; but there' is always the 
question of financing the apprentices during the time of their training. 
Formerly, w(' used to have one (_)r two scholarships in cuainection with mining 
engine(‘ring, but sin(,*e the opening of the mining schools which an^ doing 
subordinate work, this has been done away with. To find some reme ly for 
this state of things I gave notice of this resolution, and I thought that our 
docks and harbours and railways will be able to do a great deal in the way 
that I have in mind. I hope the matter will engage the attention of the 
Government and of the aulhorilies concerned. I have consulted men who 
know the details of these institutions and there are serious practical difficulties 
in the way of eflVict being given to this rt'Solution immediately even if it be 
carried and accepted. 1 w(_)uld therefore ask Your Excellency’s permission 
to wilhdraw the resolution, with the hope that the matter will engage the 
attention of the Govi'rninent.” 

Th(^ resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


ITEM No. VIII. 

Th6 Hon’blo B&bu Kishori Moh&n Ch&udhuri moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council — 

(a) that a sum of Rs. 15,000 bo provided in next year’s budget for 
the construction of quarters for the mistresses for the P. N. 
Girls’ School at Rajshahi ; and 
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(^) that tho said suiu l)t‘ from tho sums allot lod for works in 

progress and for new works under lu^ad “45 — Civil Works — 
Public Works Department.” 


He said : — 

“My Lord, this is a simple matter. I am i‘mboldent‘d (o bring forward 
this proposal simply because my lion’ble friiuid. Mr. llorm'll. who had 
recently been to Hajshahi, realises the m^cessity. Soim* arrang.nnent is 
urgently necessary for the development of the girl sohool ai Kajshahi 
and also of the primary school which has recmitly been con vtot cd inio a 
Middle English Scdiool. d’h(‘ Hon’ble Mr. Hornell visittnl the inslitiiiion some- 
time ago and suggested that local helj) ought to bt‘ foiM licoming for iht* 
improvement of the sch(>ol buildinjf as it was not in a propm* condit Ion. lb' 
farther said that some female tt\a(dici> would bt* appointi'd anil theii- ipiartt'rs 
constructed by (Tovernmmit. Land was acijulrt'd al^ont ten yiaai-s ago and an 
estimate prepared for the constuction of (juarters, bin tin' woi*k could not b(‘ 
taken in Irand due to tlie war. Ite(*ently the Inspector ol Schools pi'oposcd 
that if out of Rs. 15,000 requircsd lor the building Rs. 5.000 could bi* ralsial by 
local contril.)ul ion (dovernment would pay tin' nmialndm-. Last month wht'n 
the Ilon’bic Mr. Hornidl visitt'd the sidnxd ho said that more aci'ommodat ion 
was absolutely necessary and that (ptarti'rs lor tin* bmiale t('acln*rs should Im' 
constructed, and that, il an ui)p(‘r storey could b*' added to (he existing buil<l- 
ing, he would go uj) to (jovernment for a grant of Rs 50,000 at once. 
Kumar Ilemendra Kumar Ray, tin*, youngi^st brother of t In* Raja of Digha- 
patiya, at once came foi-ward wiih i he projiosal for doing tin* thing, 1 mean lln* 
construction of an upper storey to t he I'xisting building at a cosi of Rs. (>,000 
if the Covt'rnmont could be phuised to construct (juarters lortln^ lemah* 
teacln'TS. I havi* brought forward this resolution only to stivngthen ihe 
hands of my friend, tin* Mon’bh^ Mr. Ilonn'll, and I hojie tin* construclion of 
th(^ buildings will be compbUiul during t In* course of tin* ni^xt year. As t In* land 
haii been aciiuired a long time ago, t he matttn* ought to bt^ expedited. rin* 
iiioni'y rectuired lor t.ln^ construction ol t.ln*s(* buildings is not miudi iind can bi^ 
taken* from the sum allotted for the completion of works in progri'ss. 
There should not bi* any iurth(*r delay in tin* compbqioii of this mueh-neeihM 
reform, and 1 hope nioin'y will be provnh'd for this puiposc in the in*xt year’s 
budget ami ordt*rs issued for (‘xp(*diting tiu* matter. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Hornell said — 

“My Lord, the school for which tin*. Hon’blc MeinU'r pleads i^. a ihi^idle 
school und('r private management, which rcct‘ive> .a (fov(*rnnn*nt grant . I In^ 
school has 11 )t been eminently successful in tin* past. Rampur-boalia is not 
one of the most advanced c(*ntrcs in Mu* niatler of t In*. e(lu(;at ion o girls. 
Probably tin* great<*st dilHculty under which the school labours is the absence 
of rosido.iilial quarters for its inistnsssos. Tins moans that lor wonmu 
teachers— and they really are essential— the school has had to rely on women 
who are available locally. This difficulty at'r.acted my atl.u.t.on some six or 
seven years am. and a seheme, .as tlm Hon’I.lc Member has sa,.] for the pruv - 
Sion o/ quarlea-s was worked out at a cost of Rs. l.o.OIMI and ‘^"'1 
But, Goyernment decli.ted to ••onsnlcr their couiril.ut.on unffiss and unt. a 
local contribution of Rs. .a, 000 was made available. Well, ^um has not 

been forthc( 3 irung and consequently nothing has btjen done. 

Last month I was in Rajshahi and I visited tlie school. 1 found the 
school had in the meanwhile increased 

need not only of quarters for the teachers hut also oi additional class-room 
accommodation saggested that we might possibly come to some agreement. 
If the“S people wmtld provide the additional class-room accommodation 
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required by th(‘ seliool, 1 might try and obtain from Government the money 
necessary for the construction of tlie teachers' quarters. A leading zamindaiv 
wlio was present and wljose name the Hon’hle Member has mentioned, imme- 
diately took up the offer and undertook to build an additionel storey on to the 
school building, if Government would construct the quarters in question. I wa& 
of course not in a position to commit Governnnmt to this at the time, but I 
said in my inspection note that if the zaniindar in question would jmt his 
offer in writing and also if plans and estimate's for the additional storey 
of the; main building approv(‘d by the Public Works Department sent to me^ 
I would takc‘ the (lase up to Government. 

The next move; is cl(*arly up to the zaniindar. The Hon’ble Member 
has 8Uggest(;d that provision should be made; in the budg(‘t by n^ducing the 
sum available for (;ivil works. Tliat of course; is m*ither necessary nor 
jiossible. It is not possible; Ix'canse the j»rovision of money for civil works- 
is for the construction of Government buildings and this school is not a 
Governimnd institution. It the zamindar’s offer materialises and if Govern- 
m(;nt is prepan‘d to accept the suggestion wliicli I shall ])ut up to them, 
it will be possible to find th(‘ money from the; allotment for grants-in-aid 
providinl in the budg(‘t for tln^ coming financial y(‘ar. 

That is the position, my Lo]‘d. and I liope aftm' this explanation the 
Hon’ble Member will not think it necessary to ])ress the matter further.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“ My Lord, I am thankful to the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell for tlie assurance 
given. I can assure him that there will be no difficulty in getting the money 
from Kumar Hemendra Kumar Ray. I had a talk with him and he has 
already written a letter that he would pay at once Rs. 6.000, or more, if 
necessary, lor the construction of the additional storey in the main building. 
After the assurance given by the Hon’ble Mr. Hornell I do not think it is- 
necessary to press the matter. 1 may be permitted to withdraw the motion.”' 

The resolution was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


ITEM No. IX. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Govt;rnor in Council — 

[a) that a sum of Rs. i3(),()00 be allotted in next year’s budget towards^ 
the construction of hostels in the Rajshahi College ; and 

(t) that the expenditure Ix^ met from the allotments made for recon- 
struction of Police buildings and for land acquisition for Medical 
(College in Calcutta under head “45 — Civil Works — Public 
Works Department.” 


He said : — 

“ This is also local matter. My Lord, I have brought forward this- 
proposal as there is a scheme for constructing hostels for the Rajshahi College 
for 250 Hindu and 100 Muhammadan students at a cost of about Rs. 3 lakhs 
Rs. 50,000 had been allotted in this year’s budget, but the work could not be 
taken in hand as I understand the plans and estimates were not sanctioned in 
time. I hope it will be taken up at once and shown as a work in progress. The 
matter is in the hands of the Public Works Department, and there appears tcv 
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be no dirficiilty the werk before ih*' ruins uiul (•(MU]')l(‘tin^‘ it also 

before the coinplotioii of t^ie ruins. 1 have ])n)pos(Hl iliat tliis slunihi lu‘ done 
and another Rs. 50,000, be provided in tlu‘ in'xt yi'urV budixei. A le>>>iel for 
Muhaimnadan students is anot lu‘r item whieh also should be taken up at oiuu', 
and if the sum for whieli 1 ask be provithnl in t h(‘ next yearV binlixet in d or 
4 years' time tlie whole liuildinj? will bt‘ (‘oni])lelevl. ddn' lhrt*et«u of lhiidi(‘ 
Instruction, who has recently inspt^eted tin* eolh'^e. wdl, 1 think. su]vp(iii my 
€ontontiou that this is an urgent mHV'ssity and that the IhiMie Wo-k'- !)<“ 
partinent should be asked to expedite tht‘ eonstriietion of tlu'si' Iniil Inurs. 

I have suggestt‘d that tht‘ amount n'qnired for thesis bull lings may In' 
taken from the sum provided for tin' ])oliC(* buildings and the aotjuiMtion o{ 
land for the Medical ()olh‘ge as the whol(‘ amount allotli il lor t Inmi may not 
bo spent (luring tln^ yiair. I sei^ that allln^ugh a sum was providtal in the 
budget for the improvement of the Uaishahi Oollegt' tin* whoh' aimmnt has 
21 ot boon spent. As regards the acquisition of land for the Mtubcal ( allege, 
I submit that tin* pn^sent moimmt is not op])ortum> as land would lu' cheaptu* 
later on — at present it iis vtuy costly. 1 think tin' sum whieh J jiroposi' lor Mie 
Rajshahi C('lleg(' is not a heavy oin^ and astln^ work has bi'i'ii taken in hand it 
.should not lx* stopped now li it. be not po-isibh* to jirovab* d lakhs in a \(*ai 
or two, it. can be done by part contribut ion i*V(*ry yi'ar so t hat tin' work may lx* 
completed without grt^at di'lay. It is a neci'ssity as is known Ivi tin* Diredoi 
of Tublic Instruction and, I 'lH'lit^ve, Your Kxcellency will also bear nx* out 
that the development tlx* Rajshahi Collegia is urgimtly lu'odt'd. Al jiivsmit 
there arc* SOO studmits in tlie college and ior loO sludtmts only tln*u* is 
accommodation availabh^ in the hosl(*ls. With tln'Se lew woriU 1 commend 
tlie resolution to the (h)uncil.’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

“My Lord, 1 think 1 can give tlm lion’I.li- inov.n^an asstirancv wliudi wd^ 
.satisfy liini that tliciv is no need for making a sis'cial allot moni ol Rs. ..(),()<)( 
in the manner ho proposos. Tlio original pro., .sd for tl.o const rno i..n ol 
hostels for the Raishahi (Jollogo provided for a singk- l.uildmg i o arcommo tah 
250 student, s, hut it was decided that, it would ho prrfcraMc to has .• Im 
blocks eacli accommodating 5(1 student s. 'I’hc total cost ^ p- 

from Us. l,i)5.()00 to Rs. 2,82.000 and the plans am ostini.ih s had to ho 
revised. There was consetiuontly some delay in proceeding with tlie sc Imino 
hut according to a report of tlie Public- M’orks D.-partment . wh,<-h was rc-ee. v. .1 
early last month, dcd.ailed plans and estimat.‘S 'verc t icn 'kp'j/'p, Z'm 

as technical sanction has been given it is hop.id C presmec . I t li ' ; • ' 

wop IS being treated as -m- ,n ppgpp jp p 

budget for next year and ultoget Iku hs. t>u,uuu or us , no iiccchhiIv 

isr'.,:.!;'.,..: ...i- 

bis way to withdraw his n'solution. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“ \1 T nr 1 after the assurance that has hee.n given I do not think it will 
My Lord pterttie apura. i „ote that a sum of 

serve any useful purpose, il f pres.. that the- work will go on 

withdraw the resolution. 


iu.iavv L1H7 - 

Tbe re,oluCion wa, then, by leave ol the PreeldcnC, withdrawn. 


^ A 
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ITEM No. X. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 

rCHolution : — 

This (Jouncil rooominendfi to the Governor in Council — 

(a) that Kh. 20,0(K) ho provided in next year’n budget for 
supplementing the fund offered towards the construction of an 
additional college building in the RajHliahi College at a cost of 
about Hk. r)(),0flb ; and 

(i) that the sum be met from the allotniriut of Rs. 5, ()(),()()() for payment 
lo the District Charitable Society for land acquisition for a new 
almshouse in the suburbs of Calcutta umbo* h(\'id ‘‘ 20 — Police 
and from the sums allotted for land acquisition for the Medical 
College, Calculta, under In^ad “ lb — (dvil Works, Public Works 
Departnumt. ” 


lie said : — 

“My Lord, there is history b(*hind this resolution. A few years ago a sum 
of Rs. 80,000 was offeuaui (through theRaishahi Association ) by Raja Pramada 
Nath Ray of Dighapatiya and his brotlun% Kumar Basanta Kumar Ray, and a 
part of that sum was also de|)Osited with the Principal of the Rajshahi College 
for the construction of a Hindu hostel. Tin* sum offered could not lie utilised 
as thorc^ was a proposal that a big hostel in live blocks would b(^ const ructed 
for ac(*ommodating 250 students. In tliat proposal there was a condilion that 
the building, wlnm construct(Hl, should nanKnl aftm* th(‘ father of tlie Raja 
Baliadur of Dighapatiya. It was suggest<‘d that this sum was iiot ii(X‘essary, 
but if anything l)e paid it must be so doin' by way of contribution to 
Gov(‘rnment. Wlnui that communication was made and the money was 
actually returm'd, the Rajshahi Association su))niitted another proposal for the 
utilization of the sum off(n*ed by the constrin^tion of a eolh'ge building to 
accommodate moia^ stmhmts. Tlnu-e was a furt her proposal that M.A. and B.A. 
class(‘s might also bt‘ o])en(;d and this building utilizer! for that. This 
was, howeV('r. not acc(‘pted at that tim(‘. Recently when the Hon’bhi Mr. 
Hornell was at Rajshahi lie said that an a<lditional college building was 
urgently r(‘(|uir(M.l even if th(^ LA. and l.Se. classes w(‘re removed from 
tin*- pres(*nt college* conqinund and no arrangennmt-s made for post-graduate 
studi(‘s. The ('xisting building has not sufficient, accommodation for all 
th(i class(*s. Ther<* was ji talk whether tin* amount offered by the 
Raja Bahadur of Digliapatiya would bi foi*thcoming or not and unless 
there was any prospe(*t of g(‘tting it, it was thought that about half a lakh 
wouhl be required for this additional building. It was suggested that we 
might try tor(*alis(^ tin* Rs. 80, 000 originally offered, but, I think, it would not 
be possible to induce the Raja Bahadur of Dighapatiya and his brother to give 
the amount unless there is an assurance* that it would be spent soon and the 
wishes of the donors complied with, that is, that the building would be named 
alter t heir father. With that view I have brought forward this resolution. If 
Government will pay Rs. 20,000, there is ev(u*y hope that the offer made a 
few years ago will lie made good provided the additional building is proceeded 
with at once. Already there has been great delay and there is no knowing* 
whether the money would bo forthcoming if there be any further delay. 
As the construction of a building is urgenly required, I think it is a fitting 
opportunity to supplement the sum offered by a grant from Government 
of Rs. 20,000, so that the work may be taken in hand at once. This is a 
paltry sum, and it can be taken away without any detriment from the- 
other works mentioned in my resolution. I trust that the much-needed 
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building operation may betaken up at once and compleied within the course 
ot the next year. \\ itli these few words I comiihuid this resi)lution to Your 
Excellency’s Government.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Hornell said ; — 

“My Lord, a sclieme for the devel<>r)ment and improvtnumt of tlie 
Rajshahi College buildings lias been umler consideration for t in* last len 
years. But practically nothing has bemi done. Meanwhib* tin* colh'go has 
increased and the (umgestion in what may bt‘ called its instnu'tionid bnild- 
ings has become serious. On th(‘ occasion of my rt‘Ct‘nt visit to Rajshahi 
I RUgg(^sted that the only way of tackling the iminediati' diilicult it‘s — ditlicul- 
tit'S of too insistent an urgmicy to ij(‘ any longer ignorod — was to const I’uct an 
additional college building at a cost of about Rs. .oO.OOO and to construct il as 
soon as possible without, prejudice to the gmieral sclieim" of (h'Vtdojinicnl . 
Some years ago, as the Ilon’ble Member lias said, cuntain zamiiniai's of 
Rajshahi otler(‘d to place at the disposal of Ciov(‘rnmeni a sum of Rs. ‘U),000. 
This offer was first made with ri‘gard to tlu^ jirojosal tf) c^onst ruel a I lindu 
hostel, but that ])roj(‘Ct has sinci* givmi plact' to a much iargm* pi'oject which 
is to be financed wdiolly by CoviM-nmmit. 'rin‘ iiexi suggestion was that l his 
sum of Rs, ,‘^(),0()() should b(‘ us(‘(l by (Tovm'nmtmt in d(‘V(*lo})ing t in' colh'gt* and 
in adding to it M.A. and JbL, class(‘s, but this off‘rcouhl not i>e accejited. W'Inm 
T was discussing th(> mattm* «nt Rajshahi last montli 1 point.iMl out that, it wouh) 
be very difficult, if not inipossii»h‘, to |>rovi<b' in the budget for t in* coming 
y(‘ai‘ any mon(*y for this additional colK‘g(‘ building, but what I suggested 
was t,hat, if tlu^ donors of tin* sum of Rs. /fO. 000 would in* willing t o allow 
(Tovernmeiit to use t.liat, money for tin* construct i(»n of this building wilh(»ut 
atta(‘hing any condit ions, tin* great need of the collegt* imghl lu* much mor(^ 
expc'ditiously met. I iindorst<and from tin* Ibwi’bit* M<*inbcr that tin* donors 
are inclined to acce])t that. vi(‘w, though tln\v would not be ju-epared to agree 
unless tln\v saw a rcasonahh* ))ros})<*ct oi (iov(*rnnn‘nt contributing the> 
additional sum ii(‘cessary to com])lcte tin; building. I alsogathci, thougli this 
IS new to nn*, that the jn’incijial donor d(*sires that the buildnig. vvlicn 
completed, should tu* (!alh*d alter his lat her. As rcgaials t he last (*on(lit ion, 1 
do not suppose then" will be any ditliculty. As ri'gards t he ot hci’ condition, t Ins 
is of course a jiroposal which has not yei been worked out nMlet,ail. I (;onsiiit.(*d 
1 h(‘ Ex(HUiti Engin(‘(*r and showcnl him what I required, and he assureil nn' 
that a building of a mon* or h^ss tt*m))orary nature t(, nn‘» t the urgent needs 
of the (uillege cfiuld be (*onstructed bn* something like Ks. ainl In; 

assured me that it would not cost moia*. II the donors ol Rs. d().t)(‘0 ar(* 
wdlliiig to let their money b«* ust*d, and d f l^^vernment . wiieii the d(*tails aie 
before them, can accept tin* projiosal to construct, the building', then tin* uoik 
can obviously be begun this y(*ar. 


GoverniiH'nt are of con rue tillable to accc-pi the alieraiion of l h(. Inidget 

suggested, nor would it be necessary, because even ii all tint inonej weie 
made available next year, it is very <loubtfnl wl, elite,- it tot, hi ail be spent. 
Again, if Rs. 3(),00l) can i,e sitent bel.tie “f/ /’'P*'*' 

structioii of a building wliieh is not to cost ntore tli.an I.s o , . . ten a 

will mean that by the 31st Mareh, 1!>21 thel.u k of he bntidmg wtll be 

completed and in that ease it will probal.ly POHyOe to lind the pon^ 

Re. 20,000 in the budget estimate lor 1920-21. 1 bis means that t be new 

building will be available for the use of the 

of the academic session, 1921-22. Wh.le, therefore, ,t ,s 3*;; 

the Hon’ble Member’s resolution m the first place because this schem - has 

not been worked out and in the second place because it 

the budget estimate in the way he suggests, I thTs understan J 

posal, wLn worked out, will have my support, and I hope on this understand 

ing he will not press the resolution further. 
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The Hon’bie Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari said 

“ My Lord, I want to say a few words, but not on the merits of the 
Rajslialii (jolb^ge Hcliein<3. I paid particular attention lo the needs of the 
liajHliahi (yolle^(3, as has bet^n ndfUTod to by the hon’bh; mover of the resolu- 
tion, and I HUj)])()rt the (hunand for incrtiased accommodation both in the 
college as well as in the hostel. But there is just one matter that has struck 
ine, which I will not have any opportunity of drawing attention to, and that 
is the course ol tlie river. There is the Muhammadan school hostel, there is 
the Sanskrit college t h(3re, and if these institutions an; removed and temporary 
accommodation found in other buildings for them, the education department 
as well as the engineering d(;partment may more carefully consider the 
Question as to hf)w the buildings ought to b(^ situated, and whether anything 
can be done with regard to tlu^ taking of the road to the back of the library. 
The library and college buildings an; now separated by a road. I myself 
thought that it would not lie worse to place the houses nearer the river. That 
may lie lost sight of when the accommodation question comes up and that is 
why I draw attention to it, and 1 hop(^ that it will be borne in mind.” 


The Hon’bie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“ My Lord, 1 am thankful to the Hon’bie Mr. Horm;!! for the reply he 
has given, and 1 thank the Hon’bie Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari for the 
question which he has rised. ddie suggestion is a very practical one. It 
should indeed be con8ider(‘d whoth(;r there is any danger to the new buildings 
if constructed now. Of courH(; the department will consider it, and as there 
is every hop(' that the matter will be sympathetically considered, I trust some 
portion of the building will be started this year and completed in the year 
1921-22. 1 do not think it necessary to press the resolution, and I beg leave 

to withdraw it.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

[At this stage, the Council adjourned for lunch.] 


AFTER LUNCH. 

ITEM No. XI. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta was to have moved the 
following resolution : — 

This Council recoininonds to the Governor in Council — 

(a) that suitable provision be made in next year’s budget for giving 
effect to the scheme already sanctioned for new buildings for 
the Comilla Faizennessa Girls’ School and for raising it to the 
standard of a High English School ; and 

(i) that this amount to be taken out of the sum of Rs. 5,00,000 
provided for the recoi] struct ion of Police buildings destroyed by 
cyclone, or out of Rs. 5,00,000 provided for the new alms- 
house. 

The Hon’bie Member being absent, the resolution went by default and 
was deemed to have been withdrawn. 
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Rai Mahendra i^handra Miira Bahadur. 

ITEM No. XII. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur inovt d tin {(allowing 

resolution ; — 

This Counril rocoiinnends to the Governor in Gouncil— 

(a) tint a sum (»!' Us. 8,f>(),()(K) l>e spent for raisiim* the salari(‘s of all 
non-gazett(‘(l ministerial oilicers of this G ovei niiieiit em- 
ployed in Calcutta and tlit‘ siihurhs hy raising tludr respec- 
tive salaries by 50 ])(‘r cent. ; and 

(5) that the cost be met for next yiKir by curialling tin' (‘xpt'nditure 
on tlie following lu‘ads in the Financial Statenaml, viz. : 


(j) Siipj)ly of boots and niutida shoes to 
constat)leH and head-constables ... 

(it) Strenj'tht'niu^ the cadre of siib-ins- 
pe.ctors to replac(‘ probationers under 
practical trainiiu' ... ••• 

(in) R('])lacemeiit of the lanncli Helen 
//e/^r// of the river police ... 

(iv) roiitribiitiou towanl-' 
of a lloating 
(R)ahiu(lo 

(v) (rrant of District C 
for a new alinshouse 
(eO Survey Cilice InuldiiiK 

(r// ) Laml aciiuisition fo 
Medical (hille^e 
(vin) Extt'nsion of Civil E 
Sibpur 

(i.r) Reconstruction of 

destroyed by cyclone 


lis. Ks. 

27.000 


‘ill ion liospitul ut 

:u),oou out 

of -lO.lHHl 

huritable Society 

2,7)0,00(1 „ 

:,,()(),()(»() 


1,00,000 „ 

2, (HI, 000 

servants’ (piartcrs, 

i,:>o,ooo „ 

;i,(Hi,ooo 

^iiieorin^ (’oUege, 

di,oou „ 

2,11(1,(10(1 

police buildingH 

1 , 00.0(H) „ 

r,,oo,oho 

Total 

s,r)( MtoO 



He said : — • . l- • i 

■‘My Lord, the Hon’ble tl.e Financ.' Me.id.er ni tho 

St-itemeL for iu ilm Imperial Legislative < ouneil ol.srnul i iio 

cstatcmeni 101 ia_w I j u n , (..nee hv a larije iiiunber of 

burden of higl. prices lias ''‘'“‘d"'. ' '^l7, . t. t;, and i.lie I'rovineial 

low-liaid Government serv.-jiits ‘ i„ M.e 

Governments iiave men o n'visioii of emoluments. Tlie jirocess of 

Irvming't^ estaUishments still eonlinims mnl ..11 ben-sponsiblo 

for a lifavy increase of expenditure in tl,e coming year. 

„ . . ;„,i n.v T ord I venture to put tliis resolution tfnday 

1 f hoIi"it iim r'Leive Hurnx.rt from all the Hon’ble Memb.-rs. In connec- 

.ion «itl, r”aJy l»t„rn tl,.- ot 

Sir Heniy \\ hce c * menials, amounting 17 lakhs 

India ’ Vein So ut wl.at .dw,. tl.o ..o„-gaaotu,d 

(takon w^. no. takon into oonsi.lnratiou by tl.n Public 

ministerial officers whose c Hon’ble Member that relief 

Services Commission . ' j 50 and that the exfienditure on that 

‘::oSr.^f3rirkbru“'’i.'"^o'’:« .be 0 . 0 . 0 , .na, .. i h.ve .ircd, 

remarked, is like a drop in the ocean. 
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Its effect in individual cases is as follows : — 

Rs. A. 

A clerk drawing Ks. 20 gets ... ... 1 0 

•Ditto 30 ... 1 8 

Ditto 40 ,, ... ... 2 0 

Ditto ,, 50 ,, ... ... 2 8 

Is it a good deal that has been done according to the resources of the 
Government and tlie relative urgency of tluj cases ? If cannot certainly be 
argued that those' who hav(‘ got no relief are (juite well off and that their 
cases do not come under the category of ' urgtmcy To accept my resolu- 
tion has been found to be more than j)racticable. But how is it that a lump 
provision of Rs. 22,63^(ttM) could be made in the l)udget of D)20-21 for giving 
effect to th(‘ recomimujdatioiis of the Bulilic S(u*vic(‘s Commission ? There is 
no gainsaying the fact that those officers in whoso favour the Public Services 
Commission recommcnd(‘d incn'aso of pay are living more comfortably than 
the illpaid non-gazett(.‘d officers who are daily shedding tears because they 
are unabh* to feed and clothe their wives and child i*en. 

If finance wen^ the only real difficulty om' would expect menials to get 
relief first, ministerial officers next and superior officers last of all ; but 
Government have provided amply for superior service men and have already 
taken up tlu' question of giving ndief to tin' menials and for sonn' inexplicable 
reason hd’t tln^ non-gaz('tt(H] staff' to face the present ('conomic crisis without 
attempting to give any ned substantial relief to them. A sum of about 
Rs. 17, 00, 000 is givt'ii as salary to ministerial officei’s in (Jalcutta and in the 
neighbourhood, and if a g(un*ral rise of only 50 pt'i* ci'iit. of tlnnr rt'spt'cl i ve 
salaries is givi'ii il would cost aboid Ifs. 8^ lakhs. Th(\v would still havi' to 
face a deficit of 36 j)er cent, in the ris(^ of prices of commodities. 

There are, my Lord, numerous items for which provision has bi't'n made 
in the budgi't uniu'cessarily and lavishly. Why this provision of Rs. 30,000 
for mmida shoi's to the constables who ar(' reci’uitt'd from the bare-footed 
coolie ('lass? Is this a mattc'r of (‘xtrenu^ urgency? The provision of 
Rs. 1,29,000 for raising the reserv(‘ of Sub-Jnspectors of IVdlci' is absolutely 
unnecessary, for the Police strength in Bengal is d(‘cidedly mori' than enough 
and a further addition to it seems im'xplicable. and tin' (*xl ravagant provi- 
sion for the Criminal Investigation Dt'partment offict'i’s and their officii 
cstablishmt'nts is opt'ii I o strong criticism. Without, however, quarrelingover 
this matUu’, my Lord, I think this provision of Rs. 1,29,000 can at any rat(‘ be 
kei)t in- abeyanct^ till a bettor financial position is attained. Th(‘re are other 
items noted in the S(H;()nd part of my resolution which can be curtailed 
without much difficulty. 

We have been kindly informed by the Hon’ble Member that the Govern- 
iiiont are doing wliat they can in individual cases and will continue to do so., 
I am thankful to the Hon’ble Member for this, and I find that in some 

cases this has been providt^d for in the budget. But no general revision of 

pay of Government servants have been attempted to keep the promise of 
the Government during the year. I know cases in which representations by 
Government servants have been refused time and again without rhyme or 
reason. 

My Lord, this question is engaging the attention of all the other prov- 
inces of our country. The other day t lie Hon’ble Mr. LeMesurier while 

introducing the Draft Financial Statement of Bihar and Orissa said that the 
Government of the said province contemplated a revision of the j ay of all 
the ministerial officers of that Government and that the necessary calculations 
were being made. Of course, my Lord, the internal condition and needs of 
different provinces are different, but what strikes me now is that if in spite of 
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the necessities for tlie extension of activities in all the otluT depart nunits the 
Government of Bihar and Orissa with an ineonu* considerably less than otirs 
could make provision for increasing the pay of the ininistt'rial otli(‘ers, we 
could certainly do the saint' if we were a little more cautious to discouragi^ 
extravagance in the various departments of our Government. 


A reference to the report of tln^ Director-Gemu-al of Statistics shows that 
the prices of f(X)d grains have increastnl by 86 ]w cent, compannl with pre* 
war prices, and it is crutd tt) keep the ministerial olVu*tM's confined to tlieir 
old pay. It may be urged by the Government that the distrt'ss dui' to the 
high prices is only temporary and ndief will (‘ome when price's go dowh. But 
it IS a condition >\diich is not lik(‘ly to be fulfilled in the near fiiliire. ()u 
page 2[) of the Anumded Draft Financial SlaUmient Government havt‘ sanction- 
ed an increase^ of tlu‘ ])ay and pros])t'cts of the subordinate jail ('stablislumuit 
in order to am(>liorat(‘ presemt distress owing to ^ ])rices at the pri'sent 

time. Tliis argument is ecpially appli(‘abh‘ to ministerial olVici'rs. dduw an' 
recruited from tin' inttdh'ctnal and respe(‘tabh‘ classes ol S(H*iety and are 
really the back-bom* of the Administration. Because of their reH[H‘clable 
position, educaihui and cultured ideas they cannot lake to strikes as a nutans 
to an end like the Prt'ss employt'es and other (Jovmnim'ut servants of similar 
status, who have* had their reinunerat ions recently tmhanced by ( iovm-nment. 


In Galcutta, my Lord, tin* difficulti(*s of those ollicers. ari* gn^atm* than 
elsewln^n^ owing to' the vi'ry high rents wldch prevail. T\u y havi* to pay for 
eve.rvthing they warn ai rau^s which are ('onsiderably hight*r than in the 
mufassal. The rates of articles pul)lished weekly in the official gazettes may 
not appc'ar to i>e st.aggeriiig, but ev(*ryb(Kly knows that nothing (‘an Im^ |)ui- 
chased by an avei’agc consumer at tin* rates quoted. 


In several instanc(‘S rec(mtly the Governimmt in England as well as liere 
have l-alceii steps >0 p.vvent furiher risr of j)riees of the artieles ..f 1 1 , e neces- 
saries of life, hul ill no eas- has any appreciahlr relief I lell l.y people who 

woi k for a ilx(‘d inconu* 


These nien are feelinp 1 he .list ress verv acutel.yu-l j';'' 

Governnieni naturally h^ik to Government lor reliel. Allliongi ''1 • f 
rc(pt-re.i by the, entire IhkI.v of these servants, if (.overnnieiit .lecnle toanoi.l 
relief only ‘to those who work in Galciitta arnl the suburbs a ineiease 

at the rate of .aO iier cent, woiihl co,t ( biverniiieiil about lakhs on y which is 
conaiderablv hithan the amount provided for the rebel ol , he sn,s-rior 


8erviC('S. 


The amount can Ik* met either I rom 
retrenchment of tin* ht^ads s])ecifi(‘d in tin 
I suppo^'i* will not be obj(H*tionalde. 


l,l)(* fr(‘e provincial balance or i)y 
SfKKnid [>ari of my resolution whifdi 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said — 

“This and the next resolution. althoi.Kh somewhat different ... form, 
Ihis ana int ..nd tin* ir«'n<u’al arguments bfianng on the 

both deal with the. sa..ie . J •< ^ loiigth in reply to this 

point are cuminoa M high priees are at the 

resolution it is not l.cccius. 1 to the ministerial establishmentH. 

moment a source 1^; b L not appreciate that 

as they are to everj ^ subject oti which certain Members of 

the relief of these a a ) ag indeed their persistency in moving resolutions 

ihisCouucilare ve y ko-n S int I , 

amply the arguments which had weighed with Government 

explained to ' 3 ,J, tl.at explanation was merely in sequence to 

Tvfor«L X "’V"" ‘‘"IT' 

I live or SIX oinm t _i . 



Ts monTs" Th:.; is idierefore very little new that 1 can say. 


As the 
6 
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Council is well aware, the argument that I previously put forward is that the 
present time is not opportune for a general revision of the pay of ministerial 
officers, partly because the conditions are abnormal, and partly because our 
knowledge as to our future financial position is extraordinarily vague at the 
rnoinent. Therefore I have consistently deprecated taking this up now as a 
general subject and endeavouring to do something simply by a stroke of tlie pen. 
But 1 have given to the Council instances in which we have in recent months 
materially improved the prospects of ministerial officers, and I have said that 
as these cases come up from time to time we continue to take action in those 
which w^e consider most deserving of relief. Tliese are the arguments which 
I put forward before, and these are the arguments which I urge to-day. 
The [iresent resolution is almost touching in its simplicity. It asks for an 
increase of 50 p('r cent, all round. It is only a month ago that we raised 
the pay of the lower division of the Secretariat ; it is only a few months 
ago that wo raised tin* pay of others. Are they all to go up 50 per cent.? 
Tlie inlnimuin pay of our chu-ks is Bs. 40 and in the < ffices of Heads of 
Departments it is Ks. 30. We are now making enquiries whether we 
can raise that minimum in all offices to Rs. 40, since it is with the clerks 
on minimum jay tliat I have got most sympathy. If we rais(=* the minimum 
of Rs. 40 by 50 jer cent, then wo shall have no clerk in Calcutta drawing 
less than Rs. 60. and considering that many of our n (m have not passed 
the entrance examination, 1 maintain that there is no business office in 
(!alcutta that would accept a resolution of this kind. Again to raise all at 
once by 50 per cent, cannot possibly b(^ justified. There may be individual 
cases deserving consideration, and, if they come up, they get it, but to enhance 
in every case cannot be justifiable, 'hhe Hon’ble Member in his speech main- 
tains that we have not kept our promises, but considering that for the last 18 
months I have been tixgxxmg against a general revision of clerks’ pay, 1 cannot 
see how the maintenance of that attitude can in any way be considered a 
a breach of any promise. 


4'lion w'e have the argument that as wi* have raised the pay of other 
services, tiie conditions of which W'ere enquired into by the Puldic Services 
Commission, tliereforo we must logically raise the pay of ministerial officers. 
The rul)lic Services Commission. made a most protracted enquiry in a matter 
long over due for reform, and if their concliisicms have hi'en accepti'd in many 
respects as the result of infinite discussion and examination, 1 think we can 
safely maintain that they are justified on their merits. Nculher does the 
exainj)lo of oilier provinces move me very much. If couditious in Bihar are 
anything like what they were when I was a junior officer there, and rates 
were exceedingly low. I very much doubt vvliether. even assuming there has 
been any recent enhancement, the clerks now get as much as clerks in 
Kastern Bengal. 


As regards the finding of money, the Hon’ble Member’s suggestions are 
somewhat airily put forw^ard. ] will not deal with them at length, thougl 
there are one or two points that deserve a passing mention. The Hon’ble 
Meiiibcu- considers tliat giving bools and shoes to head-constables anc 
constables is an unnecessary extravagance. If his heart bleeds for tR 
troublc^.B of {)oor clerks, 1 w’onder it does not bleed still more for the troubles o 
still poorer constabks, Shoes are part of the equij ment of the Calcutt 
police. The proposal that we should pay for them came up as part ao^ 
jiarcel of a vc^ry much larger appeal which the Commissioner of Police mad 
on behalf of these men. We curtailed that demand very much, but realise 
that it was very hard to make ihese constables and head-constables pa 
themselves for the boots and shoes which we prescribe as part of their eq^uiy 
ment. It is like asking an infantry regiment to find their own boots and shoe 
As for the strengthening of the cadre of sub-inspectors, it is merely in ord( 
to put an end to the bad practice of treating sub-inspectors under trainin 
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as part of the sau;tioned s>nMigth. They are in na sense pan o( i he eadro 
as they are unfit to undertake the full responsilhlitit^s of sul.-inspoetors, and 
treating them as part of the cadre merely nnsins that otlnu’s are dt'prived of 
leave. The replacement of a police launch is merely to niakt‘ good one which 
is worn out. The improvement of the emlgratiem liospital at ( Joalumlo is a 
much needed sanitary improvement, designed to im^et tin' ikmmIs of coolies 
going to Assam. I will deal with the matter of the almshouse at furilnw 
length in connection with another resolution but money cannot be spartui 
from that source. The survey office building is an overdue project, wliich 
if not put through rapidly will land us in a serious diffiimlty. 1 liave men- 
tioned the servants’ quarters at the Medical College in connection with 
another resolution. The extension of the Sibpur College has met with the 
general approval of the Council, while the provision for police l)iiildings 
destroyed by the cyclone, is only a part of the amount which will be ne(^d(‘d. 
The total bill is some Rs. 20 lakhs. 

Therefore, Sir, money cannot convenientdy be found, and on tlic genm-al 
grounds that I have again briefly referred to, I depnujate any attempt to 
make a sweeping alRround (uihancement of the pay of ministtwial otiicers. 
r still prefer to take individual cases as wo are diMug, to deal with the most 
urgent cases as they arise, and to give sucli relief as is possible to tlnun,” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said — 

“ My Lord, [ liavt‘ listene*! totin' speech of the Hon’bir Sir Henry Wlnnder, 
and I must say tliat 1 am not convincc'd by the arguimmts wliich In^ has 
put forward iti the Council against the n'solution which I have movi*d. My 
Lord, tLo question for consideration is one of c>m))arntive iirgi'iiey. Is 
it so ver}' urgemt to jirovide boots an I Munda slnx's t o i li(M‘oiistabl(w ? L(»t 
us take a practical view of tin' mnttiu*. Is u, not a more urgent matter t.o 
mak(^ some provision foi* those jioorly paid assistants;^ II a practical vn^w 
be taken and tln^ urgmicy of the question is considered, I am sure 1 can 
carry conviction to tlu'i lloii ble Meml»c*rs that it is invcssarv for the saki' 
of humanity that a civoliseil CovornuK'nt should providi* sonn^ mi'ans lor 
the relic'i of th“ir poor assistants: ddn* nriin issue in the case Is wlnaher 
the amounts winch liave bemi iiientiom'd in tin; second jiart of my resolution 
could be ciirtaibid without any incon vtmemce. should not dispart from 

that issue which is subject iiiattci' f(»r (aaisnlerat ion, and I think that 
these amounts can be curtaih'il without any dilfieulty and relief may l>o givem 
to the ill-j>aid assistants of ( love-rnmcnl. 11 the fa('i la*, and I liavo put it 
before the Council, that these ill-paid assistants of (Lwcrnimml are suifio*ing 
much, if the fact he that they are without lund.s to proynb* for thoiiiHtdvoH, 
then certainly it is the duty of Covcrninciit to gi^e ladief to llnun. 

Now, if we argU'^ on the [irineiple ol analog^’, then I suhmil, why is 
there this difForcnce between the dad clerks, and the clerks of^ other 

offices. Now on the ground -t h it there is distress in that quarter, Govern- 
ment have very kindly come forward tormniuly it. W hy not argue on tlu* H<ime 
principle mutatis mutandis and give relief to these po<ir clerks on wliose 
behalf I am pleading. Now, if you provide relief on the same grounds to 

some clerks, that is, on the ground of distn'.ss, then the Council ought to 

consider whether the same argument ought to he applied to the otlujr officers 
of Government. We find that the menials have been provided for by 

the benign Government, we find that the offi(;ers drawing high salarit^s have 

been provided for by Government, why then should the case of these clerks ho 
neglected? That is a position which 1 fail to appreciate. Hon’ble Members 
will kindly consider that notwithstanding the refusal of Sir Henry VVheeler 
to remove their distress at present, notwithstanding his arguments it is my 
humble submission to the Council that they will appreciate the difficulties 
in which these clerks are placed. If the clerks have to provide for their 
^ a 1 
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Council is well aware, tlie ar^fument that I previously put forward is that the 
present time is not opportune for a general revision of the pay of ministerial 
officers, partly because the conditions are abnormal, and partly because our 
knowledge as to our future financiaj position is extraordinarily vague at the 
inonicnt. Therefore I have consistently deprecated taking this up now as a 
general subject and endeavouringtodo something simply by a stroke of the pen. 
But I have given to the Council instances in which wo have in recent months 
materially improved the j)rospeet8 of ministerial officers, and I have said that 
as these cases come up from time to time we continue to take action in those 
which we consider most deserving of relief. These are the arguments which 
I put forward before, and these are the arguments which I urge to-day. 
Th(i present resolution is almost touching in its simplicity. It asks for an 
increase of 50 per cent, all round. It is only a month ago that we raised 
the pay of the lower division of the Secretariat ; it is only a few months 
ago that we raised the pay of others. Are they all to go up 50 per cent.? 
The minimum pay of our clerks is Rs. 40 and in the < ffices of Heads of 
Departments it is Rs. 30. We ai’e now making entjuiries whether we 
can raise that minimum in all offices to Rs. 40, since it is with the clerks 
on minimum jay that I have got most sympathy. If we raise the minimum 
of Rs. 40 by 50 I er cent, then we shall have no clerk in Calcul ta drawing 
less than lls. 60. and considering that many of our nc^n have not passed 
the imtrancii examination, 1 maintain that thiu'c is no business office in 
(Jalcutta that w'ould accept a resolution of this kind. Again to raise all at 
once by 50 per cent, cannot possibly be justified. There may be individual 
cases deserving consideration, and, if they come up, they get it, but to enhance 
in every case cannot be justifiable. The Hon ’ble Member in his speech main- 
tains that we have not ^pt our promises, but considering tiiat for the last 18 
months 1 have been arguing a^a?Vi.9< a general revision of clerks’ pay, I cannot 
see how the maintenance of ihat attitude can in any way be eonsidm-ed a 
a breach of any promise. 


Tlion we have the argument that as we have raised the pay of other 
services, the conditions of which were enquired into by the Ihiblic Services 
Commission, therefore we niust logically raise the pay ' of ministerial officers. 
The I’liblic Services Commission.made a most protracted enquiry in a matter 
long over due for reform, and if their coneliisions have been acccpr.ed in many 
respects as the result, of infinite discussion and examination. 1 think we can 
safely maintain that thi'y are justified on their merits. Neither does the 
exampl(W)f other provinces move me very much. If conditions in Bihar are 
anything like what tliey were when 1 was a junior officer there, and rates 
were exceedingly low. I very much doubt whether, even assuming there baa 
been any recent enhancement, the clerks now gel as much as clerks in 
Eastern Bengal. 


As regarils the finding of money, the Hon’ble Member’s suggestions are 
somewhat airily put forward. I will not deal with them at length, though 
tliere are one or two points that deserve a passing mention. The Hon’ble 
Member considt'rs that giving boots and shoes to head-constables and 
constables is an unnecessary extravagance. If his heart bleeds for the 
troubles of poor clerks, 1 wonder it does not bleed still more for the troubles of 
still poorer con.stabhs. fejlioes are part of the equi| ment of the Calcutta 
police. The proposal that we should pay for them came up as part and 
parcel of a viwy much larger appeal which the Commissioner of Police made 
on behalf of these men. We curtailed that demand very much, but realised 
that it was very hard to make these constables and head-constables pay 
themselves for the boots and shoes which we prescribe as part of their equip- 
ment. It is like asking an infantry regiment to find their own boots and shoes. 
As for the strengthening of the cadre of sub-inspectors, it is merely in order 
to put an end to the bad practice of treating sub-inspectors under training 
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as part of the saiutloaed HU'engih. They aiv in iu» stnisc pan oi i he eadro, 
as they are unfit to undertake the lull responsibilitit'K of suh-inspeetors. and 
treating them as part of the cadre merely means that otlun-s arc deprived of 
leave. The replacement of a police* launch is merely t(^ maki* gotnl one which 
is worn out. The improvement of the emigration hospital at (doalundoisa 
much needed sanitary improvement, designed to meet the uimhIs of coolies 
going to Assam. I will deal with the matter of the almshous;: at furiher 
length in connection wdth another resolution l)ut money cannot he spared 
from that source. Tlie survey office building is an overvlue project, which 
if not put through rapidly will land us in a serious difficulty. I have men- 
tioned the servants’ quarters at the Medical (^Ih^gt^ in connection will) 
another resolution. The extension of the Sibpur Colh*ge has mt^f vvitli the 
general approval of the Council, while r,he prevision for police buildings 
destroyed l)y the cyclone, is only a part of the amount whicli will be notHl(‘(l. 
The total bill is some Ks. 20 lakhs. 

Therefore, Sir, money cannot convenitmtly lx* found, and on tin* general 
grounds that I have again briefly nderrcd to, I (h^precate any ntttunpt to 
make a sweeping all-round enhancement of the pay of ministerial offi(‘ors. 
I still prefer to take individual cases as we are doing, to deal with the most 
urgent cases as they arise, and to giv(‘ such ndief as is possil)le ti> them.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said — 

“ My Lord, I liavt* listened !;< tin* spi^ech of the Hon'hh* Sir Henry W heehn-, 
and 1 must say that 1 am not conviiic(‘(l hy the argunn'iits whi(*h ho has 
put forward in the Council against the n^soliition which I liave movc<i. My 
L )rd, liie questi(»n for consideration is one of cunparntlve urgency. Is 
it so very urgent to provide boots an I Munda slnx^s totln^ conHt:d)bH? Let 
us take a practical view ol (he matter. Is u not a more urgrni malti*r to 
make Hom<*. provision for these poorly paid assistants ? Ifa pra^uieal view 
be taken and the, urgency of tln^ (piestion is considmaMl, I am sure 1 can 
carry conviction to the Ilon’ble Mtmdairs that it is ixeM ssarv (orthesakf^ 
of humanity that a civilist‘d (iov(wnment should provide some means foi 
the relief of tln-ir pooi' assistants; The mini issue in the ease is wlnalier 
the amounts vvliieh havt< btien UH'nl nme.d in tln^ secoinl part of my resolution 
could be curtaib'd without any incon vom'ima*. We slioiild not d(q):»rt from 
that issue wliicli is the suhjeett mattt*!* for consideration, and 1 think that 
these amounts can be curtailed without anv difficulty and relief may l>e giV(m 
to the ill-paid assistants of (Jovcrniixmt. If tlx* faei br*. aixl I have put it 
before the Council, that tix*se ill-paid assistants of Government an* sullei ing 
much, if the fact be that they are withoui funds to provid(*. for themselvos, 
then certainly it is tlx* duty of tJov(*rnm<uit to give ladief to them. 

Now, if we argue on tlx^ firineiph* of analogy, tlxm I submit, why is 
there this differ^mca* between the dail clerks, ami tlie (derks of other 

offices. Now on the ground .th it there is distress in that quarter, Govern- 
ment have very kindly conx^ forward to remedy it. Why not argue on the same 
principle mutatis mutanrlis and give relief to these poor clerks on whose 
behalf I am pleading. Now, if you provide relit*f on the same grf)aiids to 

gome clerks, that is, on tliQ ground of distress, then the Council ought to 

consider whether the same argument ought to he aj^plied to the otlx^r officers 
of Government. We find that the menials have been provided for by 

the benign Government, we find tliat the officers drawing high salarii^s have 
been provided for by Government, why then should the case of tliese clerks be 
neglected ? That is a position which I fail to appreciate. Hon’ble Mernbcr» 
will kindly consider that notwithstanding the refusal of Sir Henry Wheeler 
to remove their distress at present, notwithstanding his arguments it is my 
humble submission to the Council that they will appreciate the difficultiea 
in which these clerks are placed. If the clerks have to provide for their 

6 A 
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children and fainilicR, in it not deHirahle that a civilised (lovernixient should 
jrive them Homethin^ to allay their present distress? Is it not necessary 
tor the Hon’ble Members to consider that ? Provide tlie immials, provide 
the hi^lnn* officers of (lovernment if you like, but you should also provide 
for those who are really needy, d'he arguments advanced against this view^ 
my Lord, I cannot appreciate, and that is the reason wljy J have thought 
it necessary to trouble the (Council three or four times, that is why I wish 
that the amounts which have been budgetted against the several items 
mentioned in th(3 second part of my resolution should at present be postponed. 
I think Hon’ble Members should consider the matter S(*riously. 

Those who are acquainted with the position of these ministerial officers 
know that tln^y are really in distress and J am sorry to find that no one listens 
to their eries. Even the Ilon’ble Sir Henry Wheeho* cannot be persuaded 
to accept the statement whieli 1 have made. If tin* figiin^s which 1 have 
brought to his notic(^ be acc(q)ted, what will then lx* tin* conclusion ? It is thia 
that ndi(*l' ought to be given to the clerks, but I cannot say further than that. 

In r(3ply to the llon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler’s obsju'vation about relief 
being given to some of these officers that is inadequate*. All 1 meed say 
is that on account of the economic distness thest* offic(‘rs are coming to 
Government for relief. Tln^ old pay which was previously fix(‘d was based 
on various (considerations. I would refer the Hon’bh* Member to the 
position of these officers at the time when tlj(* Kegulation Law was in 
force and the Government of that day in consideration of the price 
of foodstufls, thought il necessary that a small sum should b(* given 
to the assistants of Government. Things have changed and Govern- 
ment ought to (K)nsider the question of the pay of theses clerks, and in fact 
we find that some time in the eighties a Commission under the supi'rvision of 
Mr. Peames was appointed and the result was — 1 am refiTring to tin* Commis- 
sion’s ref)ort — that at that time consideration was laken as to what work 
was don(^ by these officers as well as of the price of fo(Klsluffs at that time. 
But is it right that the pay — the old pay which was fixed some y(*ars ago 
belore many ol us w(*re born — should be stuck to wli(*n the offic(*rs themselves 
are coming to the authoriti(*s to state how matlers stand ? My Lord, with all 
respect and wuth all the (unpliasis which 1 can command 1 submit th(i case 
of these clerks ought to be taken into consideration now. Hereafter if 
economic distress is alleviat(*d there will be no necessity b>r relief. ” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


ITEM No, XIII. 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray moved the following resolution.: — 
This Council recommends to the Goven>or in Council — 

(a) that a sum of Ks. 10 lakhs, or such sum aa might be necessary, be 
allotted for granting 2 months’ bonus to all whole-time permanent 
servants of Government in superior service {i. e., those wha 
are not menials) and who draw a pay of not more than Rs. 100 
per iiKinsem ; and 

(h) that the expenditure be met by effecting reduction in the Budget 
Estimates under the head Civil Works,” and also from the 
amount allotted for temporary additional force in the Criminal 
Intelligence Department. 
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He said : — 

“ It needs no fipot^ch Iroin me to impress upon \ our LorilHhii) s (lovt'rn* 
ment that the price of articles of fcxxl have risen vm-y consitlerahly, sonu» hy 
about 50 per cent, and some l)y al>out c(‘nt. jx>r cimt. Clotli has gone up in 
price by about 150 per cent . From a stali'inent made in this Council a \v(*ek 
ago it appears that the g(*neral averag(‘ prices <-)f staple artich^s, vnOucIi 
generally enter into an Indiati family budget, have risen sin(?t‘ .Inly, HH I. l>y 
68 per cent, in September. 1919. Then* has been, a(Jcording i o t In* report ol 
the Rent i^ommitttv, an incn\ase of at h^ast 50 per cent. The poor clerks who 
are employed in (lovcrnintuit servicjc are all haril iiii by this economic 
condition. The pay of many of tin* higldy paid (loverninmu sr'rvants, whellu'r 
of the Indian. Provincial or subordinate scrvi(;c, have n‘cmitly bi*cn incri'as(*d 
hy a dcei'iit amount. Hy a n*solution of tln^ (Jovcrnnmnt of Bengal, 
Finance Department, dated tin* llMli Juin*, D)19, Your Lordship’s Covernmt‘nt 
gave some reln*f to all Govornuu^nt sc^rv'ants ^iin‘luding police* ottl(;t‘rs) draw- 
ing over Ks. 12 and not more than Rs. 50 a month in tin' shajH* of spt*cial 
monthly war allowanee. Hut iinfort nnatedy tin* amount of that allowance is 
very small. It (l(x*s not bear more* than a microscopic pro])ortion to tin* 
increase*! <‘ost of living. FiVerylKKiy lee*ls the eliHicmltle's ol one who has to 
make twe) ends m(a‘t with tin* limite*d means at his disposal. We* fully 
recognize that there* is uo knowing wdiat tin* R(*ie)rms vSe*ht‘me would cost anel 
in what way the* financial relations b(*twe*e*n tin* (Jovernmemt (d Imlla and 
Your Lordsiiip’s Government would lx* sedtle*d. Wh' also n*cogni/e tliat the 
Government have' l)een ploasexl to raise* the*, pay of subordinate* assistants in 
some of the (l(‘partme‘nts wln‘re>as some* srrvic(*s or d»*i)arl me‘nt s have, bee'n 
altogetln*!- l(*ft out. When we take into eonsieloration that in H])ite* ol tln^se* 
diHieulti(‘s tin* (bnvrnmi'nt have* be*e‘ii able to provide* for ivcurring addiMonaJ 
grant of abe)ut 11 lakhs of riip(*(*s to mee^t tin* inerease*d ])ay ol tin* nn'mlx'rs 
of the variems Indian and Provincial se‘rvie('s, in some instaneejs even going 
heyemd the re*,e*omun*nelations e)f the Jhiblie Services rommissnai wln'ii we> 
se*;* that Your Lordship’s Governme*nt have Ixm.u ahh* to provid.* a sum ()1 

another 11 lakhs of rupee's for ineivasing the* pay ol the* me*malK we think 

we ought to approa(*h Your Lordship’s Government lor some* consideration lor 
the^ HU beirdinale stall e)l tin* (iove*rnme*nt . 


Williin 1 lie hist fi-w (lays l.lir Bihar Government on th-ir own imt.ial.ive 
not only increased the |.ay of tl.e nmn.als ami siihoniinates Iml state.l that 
th.n- hah' in eo.iteniplation a revision of the pay ol the mm.sterial oli.eers 
as soon as the necessary ealeulatioiiH had l-een w(;i Red out. It was Inrthet 
stated that the matter would he taken up early m the coming l.miiicia year 
and tliat it was prohahle that an officer would have to he put on s,s'.'Ki 1 dnt> 
for the purpose Ponding his report and the jiassing of on ers l hereon it 
was prophse.l to conti.iuc a.id very possthly to inereasc Bie tcniporarj 
allowance now l.eing given to miriisterial and Hiilrirdiiiatc officers. If th. 
Bihar Government, which has only a precarious existence amongst ttu 
Governments of this country, can go so lar, wc c in lairly ask Your Lordship t 
Government to contrlhute its dole to the poor clerks and cmployeeH in I h< 
subordinate departments of the fjovernment. 


1 think Your Lordship’s (iovernment will be pleased to see its way ti 
aceem mv modest resolution. My Lord. I have not puriKisely asked for i 
recurring grant for increasing the pay of the subordinate staff of Governmon 
officers because I do not want at the present unsettled state of the hnanoei 
of the Presidency that there should be any permanent recurring charge. Bu 
pending permanent improvement in tlie lot of the various grades of pioL 
Servants in the subordinate departments of Government something should h 
done to relieve the unusual financial strain to which they are now subject 
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A oontoiited nervant is hound to prove more ettieitmt than one who is 
torinenti d hy gnawing eares and anxieties. It would therefore he to the 
self-interest of Governiiumt to he humane and charitable in the present 
instance. 1 think a grant in the shape of bonus of two months’ pay to these 
people would he some relief and whi(di would he greatly appreciated. 


The amount of this expenditure may he found hy 
the budget under Civil Works.” 


effecting a reduction in 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

“ M> Lord, it must he obvious to the Hon’l)I(‘ Member that the remarks 1 
have just made are practically equally applicable to the resolution which he has 
moved. Tln^ only difference between his resolution and that of the Itai Mahen- 
dra Chandra Mitra Bahadur is that this proposes a slightly smaller enhance- 
ment of al)OUt 16 per cent, against 50 in the case of men on less than Rs. 100, 
hut on the other hand it covers a wider fitdd as it is not restricted to Calcutta 
alone. However, considering that the estimated cost is Ks. 10 lakhs against 
Rs. lakhs, ii is obvious that there is no material difference between the 
two proposals. Neither can I accept the contention that this proposal is one 
for non-recurring expenditure, while the other is of a recurring nature, ff 
it is accepted in this form and on the grounds that are urged, we shall prac- 
tically have to admit it again hereafter. As a matter of fact, we did quite 
recently consider the possibility of giving a bonus of a month’s pay in 
connection with the Peace Celebrations, and we came to the conclusion that 
we could not find the money ; that was a matter of only one month’s pay. and 
T am afraid for the same reasons we cannot acc(‘pt a proposal for a bonus of 
two months’ pay. ft is not that we have any desire not to do our best for these 
ministerial officers, and 1 think that Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
is slightly liard ui)on us in his failure to recognize the many enhancements 
whi(;h we have given and an^ giving. But my point is that it is preferable to 
deal with the urgent cases as tln^y arise, and noi. to hold out a hope of a 
general all-round enhanc(‘ment of the kind cont^miplated in these twvi 
resolutions.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“My Lord, the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler has said that if we grant twe 
months’ * pay as bonus to the subordinate staff that will be some precedent 
hereafter for increasing their pay : but my argument against that is that the 
price of focxlstuffs may come dowm in a year or so and if the price comes down 
nobody will ask for these bonuses. Government might then very well say that 
it was only under extraordinary circumstances and an extraordinary rise in the 
price of foodirtuffs that this grant was made and now that the normal condi- 
tions have come back we cannot accede to your prayer. This is all, my Lord, 
I have to say with reference to this resolution. ” 

The motion was then put and declared lost. The hon’ble mover asked 
for a division, but subsequently withdrew his request. 


The President said 

“ Hon’ble Members must first make up their minds before calling for a 
division. In future once a Hon’ble Member calls for a division I shall not 
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ITEM No. XIV. 

The Men’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following resolu- 
tiou : — 

TliitJ Council recommend 8 to the Governor in Council — 

(a) that suitable provision bo made in next year’s liudget for starting 
an agricultural vernacular school at the bajshahi experimental 
farm ; and 

{b) that the sum required be met from the allotments made for a 
serieultural nursery at Uholahat and for tlu* construction 
of four district agricultural farms under head :i(>A — Agri- 

culture 


He said 

“ My Lord, so far as I understand, the experimental agrieultural farms are 
not doing mucli useful work. If propiT arrangements could be made for 
bringing home the imp )rtant knowledge of improviMl agricultural mi'tluHls to 
the cultivators tlnm and tinui only can real iinjirovemmit be (‘Xj)ci*ted. This 
year two agricultural classes have been opt^ned, one at Dacca and anotluM* at 
Chinsura. I understand four experimental agricultural farms have been pro- 
vided for in the next year’s budget. At Kajsliahi tlu^ Ua jshahi Association 
made over about 200 bighas of land for the opening of tlie farm thm-e. It is in 
working ordm* for Several years and Mr. O’Malley, who was for a long time 
there, will be able to say whethen* it was abb* to do any usidul work. Tluu'e 
is no provision f jr taking apprent ice's there. Ib^ally what is bt'ing done there 
by the offic(*r8 is not communicated to the cultivators and th(‘ (‘ultivators 
derive very little Ixuieht from th(‘ farm. Tlu*y sim))ly know that in a fi‘W 
katas or bighas of land souk* ex})(‘riment is bmng made which may bi' suc'cess- 
ful in tlh' farm, but if it is carried out in pra(;tice elsi‘wht*re nolKnly knows. 


A sericmltural nurH(‘ry is going to be opened at Hholahat in Malda. It is 
in a flourishing condition tliert\ but f do not know whethiT sericulture would 
be able to cope with the jute cultivation or other forms of agri uilturi' which 
are more paying. At Lajshahi sm-ieulture was in a nourishing condition, but 
it is dying out at present. ’Fher'* is a serieultural school at Kajsliahi. whicdi 
turns out 12 students annually, who, wlu'n they tiass tlubir (‘xaniination, are 
paid Us. 2o0 and are giv(‘n a microscojx* t‘ach to start nurseries in tlndr own 
home or wherever they like. In this way something is being done for the 
spread of sericulture, but I greatly doubt wlnd.h u* it is advisable to spend a 
good deal of money uixin it at Kholaliat. At Kajsliahi wliere there is a school 
sometliing is lieing done by the people as well. Government have now 
decided that gradually some agricultural schools would be startt'd where tin* 
sons of cultivators would come and be trained in the practical uu'thoil of 
improved agriculture. If tln^y derive much iKuielit from the instnu^tion they 
receive there, they on return to their homes would be able to follow it up in 
their own farms. That would certainly be useful work, and it would be 
better than tlie mere starting of new nurseries and spending a gocxl deal of 
money over them. If it is thought necessary to give a imp(ituB to the 
growing cultivation of mulberry at Malda Jmore ai<l can be givum to it, but 
merely opening out nurseries, like the one at Goari, where none is needed, for 
the spread of sericulturo means only a lot of money for comparatively 
lees useful purpose. *1 have already submitted that real work would be 
done by the agricultural schools and in these schools sericulture can be 
taught as a branch of agriculture. I, therefore, propose that, as this year 
two schools have been arranged for, another school may be started at the 
Rajshahi Agricultural Farm and suitable arrangement may be made for the 
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purpose. It is difticuh for nio to mention the amount that would he required 
for the purpose. Whatever may he the amount, I think it would very usefully 
be spent on an agricultural school on a vernacular basis, and the cultivators 
would b(^ very greatly benefited by it. (Jov(u*nm(mt have decided to spend a 
large sum of nioney on agriculture — a portion of this may be taken out for this 
useful purpose. With these few words 1 commend the resolution to the 
Council." 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gumming said : — 

“ My Lord, as I understand the Hon’ble Member, he desirt^s that a new 
agricultural ViTnacular school should be staited in tli(‘ Hajshahi distrust at th(‘ 
existing farm Ixdonging to (L)vernm(mt at Kampur-P>oalia. He considers that 
sericulture can be taught there also ; and thus the necessity for starting a 
sericultural nursery in the Malda district, for whicdi an allotimnit has been 
inad(‘. would Ix' obviated. 1 regret 1 cannot understand the hon’ble gentle- ^ 
man’s position. K(‘ says that the vernacular schools, which have been 
started, an* not doing much ust*ful work. What are the facts ? When tin* 
idea of creating these schools was mooted by the Bengal Covernment, it was 
on its own initiative. There vvas no particular requ(;st from the public. I 
regret that the two schools wliit^h were HUgg(‘sted by GoverniiKmt, one in 
Eastern Bengal and one in W(*stern Bengal, have noi materialized more 
quickly. How(*ver, one has been started so lately as tin* middle of January 
last, and one* is still under construction. 1 therefore fail to S(*,e how he can 
draw any inhn-ence from the experiema*. gained from these two institutions. 

Your Ex(‘elh*ncy has stated on no fewer than tlncx* occasions what the 
policy in connection with these schools is. It has also be(*n stated in a 
public communique that tin* object of the V(n'na(xilar s<‘hools is to providt* 
boys of the agricmUural class(‘s with a moia; spe(‘ializ(‘(l forTii of instruction 
in agricultural subj(‘cts than they can r(‘ceiv(* in lludr own hoiiK^s or derive 
from th(ur i^xpericuice. Your Excellency has also stat(Hl that it was im- 
possible yet to say whether such schools will justify t hemsel V(‘s, and that it is 
too early therefore to consider any expansion of i hi' experinnmt. That was 
said at Serajganj. Your Excellency later ai ltampiTr-lH)alia statixl that 
Government were establishing these schools as an (experimental int'asiire and 
that, until experience has proved that such scdiools are just died by results, 
it is premature t o extend the experiment . Again, on a tliird occasion lately 
at Suri, Your Exc(‘llency further stated that before ext('nding the system of 
agricultural vernacular scliools we must await the results of the experiitients 
which are now being made at Dacca and Ghinsura. In view of these pro- 
nouncements, Sir, 1 fail to see that it would be advisable to start another 
school, as tlie Hon’ble Member has suggested, at Rajsliahi. Indeed, if there 
was any question of starting am^ther school (ju thesis lines in the course of 
the ensuing year, personally I should be inclined to give the palm to another 
district, not to Bajshahi. 

As regards the general development in this province of this form of 
vernacular (education, which, as 1 have stated, is still in its infancy, I may 
say that Ifengal compares not unfavourably with any other province with the 
exception of Bombay. In Bombay the circumstances are peculiar and 
diflerenl ; as is shown not only by the literature on the subject, but by the 
reports of those officers from Bengal who have gone to Bombay to obtain 
advantage from such experience as they could gain there. 

* 

So far, Sir, for the substantive part of the resolution. As regards the 
question of a sericultural nursery at Bholahat, which the Hon’ble Member 
considers to be unnecessary and to be unremunerative, he has stated that 
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sericultural nurseries in the Malda district are in an experimental stage. I 
have visited the locality, ami 1 eiuphatieally deny that assertion. I have known 
the history of sericultural work in tlie province for upwards of 15 years ; and 
ean say that within the last 5 ye^ars there has been an (uionnous advance. The 
argument of the Hon’ble Member should not appeal to the members of this 
Oouncil, when they learn that there has been a steady increast^ in the amount 
of receipts and that within the last year there has been an incrt^asc^ of half*a- 
lakh of rupees from the sale of pure seed. Th(‘refore. if wt? have in this 
district of Malda schemers which have already justified themselves, I think it 
is perfectly reasonable that Government should eontinuo on the same lines. 
Again, regarding the matter of the four district agricultural farms to which 
the llon’blo Member dot's not desire to give money during the ensuing year, 
1 can only say tliat the incnvase of such farms is a policy which, notwith- 
standing what the Hon’ble Member has said, has met with general approval 
tliroughout the province. At the present monumt we hav(^ no ftmt'r tlian 
nine Government farms. We have also got three farms in private propric^- 
torship which are under the supervision of Goveinment. Thort^ are three 
more which arc in hand at prc'Scuit ; and it is proposed, as the estirnatt's sliow, 
to make a start with four more in th(‘ (‘usuing yc'ar. As was stated in the 
resolution concerning the Agricultural Department issued in June of last year, 
it is the obj(‘ct of Government to have, one farm at least at the headquarters 
of every district ; and it is in accordance with that policy that f)r()viHion 
for these four farms has bemi placed in the estimates which we have Indore 
us. these reasons, my Lord, I suggest that the hon’hle mover is not on 

good ground in suggesting that instead of following up ex| erimonts which 
have already justified tliemselv(‘s \v(‘ should ad variety on lines whicdi have 
not y(‘t justificul themselves. I therefore ask him vvhelln'r h(‘ would he 
prepared to withdraw his ri‘Solution.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“ My Lord, I have already Hul)mitted to iho (^)uncil that it is lo lx* seen 
whether the agricultural farms which are already in existence in tin* proviina^ 
are doing really useful work in imparting knowl(^dg(^ of improved methods 
of agriculture to cultivators. Tlie re.al issiu* is whethni- <iov<^rnment slemhi 
suf)port these. (^xp(?rimcntal farms only, or shouhl sujiport agricultural Hclmols 
as well. I have heard tliat two of tin* schf)ols ar** not yet in full working ord(n-, 
hut I submit that the time has not yet arrived to judgt? what these schools can 
do. Arrangements an; being made in anotlne* dir(‘(;tion to impart kriowl(*dgt; 
in improved methods of agriculture by tin* startingof a J^>ard of Agriculture, 
and 1 think tln^ cultivators will derive more benefit from this than from farms. 
As I have siilmiitted, tin; time has not yet arrived for judging tin* works of 
these schools already Hiarled, and thereiore I submit that money should In* 
taken away from the sericultural nurseries which, as a matter of fact, liavn* not 
done much for the spread of agricultural education. In these nurseries only 
seeds are prepared and sold. 1 know that at Hajshahi seu'ic.ulture is declining, 
hut in Malda it is improving, and this question ought also to be seriously 
considered iij this connection. Therefore I submitted that more money should 
be given to Kajshahi when^ it is most n<*eded. If we ar(* to do sometliing 
towards agricultural education, we must start agricultural classes in connec- 
tion with primary scliools or M. 13. schools. In that way we can do some- 
thing for the spread of agr!(;ultural education. As for experimental farms I 
think they do not properly benefit the cultivator. My submission is that 
Government should not Spend more money on experimental farms at present, 
and reserve some money for the starting of agricultural schools. In that way 
cultivators will he more benefit e<l, so I do not think it would be proper for 
mye to withdraw the resolution, and I press it for the consideration of the 
Council." 


7 
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The motion being put» a division was taken with the following result : — 


A y$B — S . 


N06S—32. 


The Hon'lile Rai Radha ('haran Pal Baliadur. 

„ „ Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 

Bahadur. 

, „ Bahii Kinhori Mohan Chaiidhiiri. 


The Hon’hle Sir ilenry Wlieeler, K.c.i.E, c.s.i. 

M V Mr. J. G. Cumming, c.s.i., c.i.k. 

M „ Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, K.c. 8 ,i., 

K.C.I.F., Maharajadhiraja 

Bahadur of Burdwan. 

,, n Mr, H. L. Steplienwin, c.8.1., c.i.k. 

,, ,, Sir CharloH Stovenson- Moore 

K.C.I.E., c.v.o. 

,, „ iMajor-General W. H. B. Rohinson, 


C.n., I.M.8. 

,, Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

„ Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley, c.i.k. 

„ Mr. G. N. Roy. 

, Mr. A. Marr. 

„ Mr. M. C. McAlpiu. 

„ Mr. F. A, A. Cowley, c.i.K, 

,, Mr. W. VV. Hornell, c i.e. 

,, Mr. C. F. ]*nyiie. 

,, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aininul 

]Hlaiu. 

„ Mr. S. W. Conde. 

„ Sir Rajendra Nath M(»okerjee, 

K.C.I.E. 

,, Sir Nilrutiin Sarkur, Kt. 

„ Mr. C. D. M. Bindley. 

„ Mr. W. 11. 11. Arden-Wood, c.i.E. 

,, Mr. M. Cathciart. 

., Mr. Prtsvasli CMiunder Mitter, r i.E. 

,, Bahii Siv Narayan Miikhnrji. 

,, Kumar Slnh Shekhareswur Ray. 

,, Mr. Aruii Chandra Singha. 

,, Kai Dehender Chunder Chose 

Bahadur. 

,, Mr. W. 0. Cra/.el>rook. 

,, Mr. W. H. Phelps. 

„ Mr. C. A Hay ley. 

„ Khan Suliih Aman Ali. 

,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

, Bahu Surendra Nath Ray. 


The following members were absent : — 

'Fhe Hon’ble the Nawab Hahadiir of Murshidabad. 

„ ,, Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

,, ,. Raja Hrisliikesh Laha, c.i.E. 

,, ,, Habu Hrojendra Kishor Ray Cliaiidhuri. 

,, V Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari, Kt., c.i.e. 

,, ,, Mr. R. M. Watson Smyth. 

,, ,, Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

,, Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

,, ,, Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

V ,, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

,, .. Babu Bliabendra Cliandra Ray. 

„ ,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

M n Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

M n Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

, „ Mr. K. B. Dutt. 


The Ayes being 5 and the Noes 32 the motion was lost. 
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ITEM No. XV. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following 
resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council — 

(a) that a sum of Rs. 50,000 be provided for a pasture ground in the 

vicinity of Calcutta ; and 

[b) that the amount he met by reduction of the provision of Rs. 00,000 

for survey office building under “45 — Civil Works — Public Works 
Department.” 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, the subject which 1 am about to bring before the (^nincil 
is not a new one ; it has been discmssod four or five tinu'S in this Council, and 
1 believe three or four times in tlie Imperial Council. My jiresmit resolution 
confines the question to the area in the vicinity of Calcutta. The object is 
to improve the milk supply of Calcutta. Tjands for grazing grounds liave betui 
stciadiiy diminisliing in C/alcutta and its vicinity, and the (;ondition of I he 
cattle lias been sttiadily deteriorating, and the question has now bec^ome one of 
very great importance, to whicli the attention of the (lovernnnmt should 
be drawn. Tlie (Corporation of Gahmtta for sonn^ years hav(^ b(*en devoting 
thonr attention to this suhji'ct. They prepannl a schenit^ for tin, i‘Ktai)lish- 
inent of a dairy farm, hut as the ( ilovt*rnnient is awan% on account of h^gal 
difficulties, that scheme had to lu' kept in abeyanc(‘. Th(‘ main difficulty is not 
only the legal difficulty, but also the'Jack of jiastun' ground in tin* vicinity of 
(Calcutta. Added to that is the high priia^ of fixldiT. Having n^gard to 
these facts, 1 think tiiat the (liovtu nimmt should resi'rve a grazing ground 
TH'.ar ('alcutta. I do not of cours(^ mean r(‘serving ground near Mauiktola 
or Oissipore-Cdiitpur, but a place sonu'wlnuT on tin* Kast(‘rn Ihuigal or Last 
Indian Railway line, from where the milk supply ofChilcutia can \h) brought in 
within a few liours’ tim(\ I may also m(*ntion tiiat Ido not (‘oidine myself 
to one grazing ground but as many as (*an la* provi(h*(l both in tln^ northern 
and southern (juarters. I otdy re(juire Rs. 50, ()()() to la* set apart for this 
purpose. This question was diseussiul in HHH. when Onvernm(*nt de(!id(*d to 
reserve grazing ground in Gov(‘rnnu*nt (‘stat(‘s and in other plae(*ri. In the 
vicinity of (JJalcutta then* are still patif lands availahh*. but 1 am afraid at tlu* 
rate th(‘y are bmng r(?clainied lujw^, in a few years tune then* will not hi* land 
(‘uough to start a grazing ground, and hence my proposal is to reserve 
certain lauds from now. I therefore move this resolution for aci^eptanee-. 


The Hon’ble Mr. P, C. Mitter said — 

“ My Lord, so far as this njsolution s(*rves tin* purprise of drawing the 
attention of the Omncil and of the Gov(‘rnment to tin* m‘i*(‘BHity of improving 
the milk siijiply of Calcutta— a question of great imiioriance— I wideome it, 
but I am afraid the remedy proposed by my iion’hle friend is not V(u-y 
I>ractical. Tlui amount propos(*d will not serve mncli practical purposes hut 
above all what will he do after tin* grazing ground is acquinid, who is going 
to take advantage of it? If it is the neighbouring sfoa/a, then I expect very 
little good I press for an enquiry and suggest some lines. \ our Lxccdlency s 
Government is aware that by the extension of the cf)-ope rati ve movement in 
the northern suburbs, some benefit has been derived. Ihere is also the 
Corporation scheme which, although abandoned by the (corporation of 
Calcutta, could be taken up by it along with the suburban mnnieip|ditie8 
after necessary legislation. The question is of such importance tiiat it 
requires careful consideration at the hands of Your Lxcellency s (:.overnment, 
and I hope it will have that consideration. 


7a 
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The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, 1 beg to support the resolution. This question of provision 
of pasture land is an old one and nothing in the shape of a tangible scheme 
is before the Council. The previous discussions on the subject were of no 
avail. Your Excellency’s Council have l)een informed that there are legal 
difficulties in carrying out the flcheine in the heart of the Corporation. If 
such a resolution is vetoed by the Council then in my opinion nothing can be 
done for the supply of good milk to Calcutta. The chief reason for the deteri- 
oration of the milk supply is the high price of fodder, and we know this from 
our own experience. In (Calcutta (‘Very one experiences the difficulty of 
getting fodder at a reasonable price, hut in tlu> mufassal this difficulty is 
obviated. The question is How is this difficulty to be solved? 1 think there 
ought to be not only one pasturage ground for Calcutta but several, and the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. (h Mitter says that lands are to b(; acquired under the 
Land Acquisition Act and effective steps are needed in this connection. If 
we defer the matter to somc^ future date the difficulty is not solved, and it is 
therefore that the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur submits for consi- 
deration his resolution on the subject and urges that a plot of land or different 
plots of land be taken up for the purpose of pasturage. I trust if Your 
Excellency’s Government will take into consideration the gravity of the 
situation you will acc(‘pt the resolution moved by my friend. In the mufassal 
the same difficulty was experienced, and we could surmount it as there 
were in a much better position than Calcutta, l)ecause we have large lields 
where we could graze our cattle. Evtm in th(" mufassal it has been suggt^sted 
that local bodies should provide pasture grounds. It is advisable that speedy 
steps should be taken Tor the provision of pa8turag(‘ lands in the vicinity 
of Calcutta.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said 

“My Lord, I too support the resolution. It may not be possible to work 
it out properly at the present mom(Uit, or the amount mentiemed in the res(3lu- 
tion of my fritmd may be considered insufficient for the purpose, but the 
resolution servos one purpose — it ventilates the idea of stHuiring ])asture 
lands in convenient places for the imi)rovement of cattle. Tlierefore (‘V(*n if 
there be no immediate ben(‘fit from the resolution wore it accepted, it will 
have some ulterior effect wliich has much to recommend it. It is in this 
view that I hav(^ vemtured to give my support to the resolution. But 1 want 
to corn^ct one mistake wliich seems to have crept in in the speeches of the 
prt^ceding speakers, namely, that the milk scheme of Calcutta was abandoned 
l)(H.*au8e a legal difficulty was raised. The Corporation of (valcutta knew that 
under the existing law the scope of* their activities is limited, but believed 
that the new Calcutta Municipal Bill, which was then before tlie Council, 
might contain a clause empowering them to carry on a business of this kind, 
that is, the business of milk supply. That idea was in the mind of the 
Hon’bh' Mr. Payne, who was probably responsible for the scheme in connec- 
tion with which he visited certain outlying tracts. Then, my Lord, it is not 
true that Calcutta has no grazing ground. We have a grazing ground 
very near Government House, that is the maidan. It is used for the 
purpose at certain hours of the day when it is not frequented by the people, 
and I should imagine that in view of the fact that we have such breathing 
places as tlie maidan, these might be utilized mot only as recreation grounds 
but also as grazing grounds for cattle. It was with this idea that the 
Corporation started the proposal of a recreation ground to be called the 
Shambazar Park in the northern part of Calcutta. This was about ten years 
ago, but then the Improvement Trust, which came into existence, said that 
they would take Up this question. I do not know what prevented them from 
carrying out the scheme. Whenevei I make an inquiry I am told that land 
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acquisition proceedings will be taken. I know that land acquisition proceed- 
ings take only Six weeks, but I fail to understand why the scheme, which 
18 hanging fire for about ten years, cannot be carried through. 1 understand 
that tlie Kevenue Department of Government previously raised some ulnoctioii 
as to giving away some of the khas rnahal lands which fell within the scheme 
They have now given these up, then why is this delay ? T am told that as this 
18 not a street scheme the Improvement Trust will have to pay the staiutorv 
allowance, under tlie Land Acquisition Act, of 15 per cent, over and above the 
market price to the owners for the acquisition of lands for the purpose of a 
park. I am not inclined to believe this, though it is true that the scheme is 
not progressing, llie resolution will have serveil its |)iirpost> if it in any 
way accelerates the acquisition of land for the purpose of a public rt'creation 
ground. If Government help the Improvement Trust in providing for a 
public recreation ground, which will also be used as a grazing ground, tin* 
suburban municipalities may be induced to provule such recreation grounds. 
It is very difficult to acquire lands as suggested by tli? Hon’ble Mr P. C. 
Mitter. _ It requires the payment of money all over the province and some 
legislative measure has to be undertaken for the )iromotion ofsmdi a scheme.'’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said : — 

“ My Li'ird, 1 had no idea that ttuj disiniasion will take such a turn. Ono of 
the most detestable things is thesjiirit of mendicancy, inther private or public. 
This matter of the milk supply of Calcutta has been engaging Lh<‘ attiuition of 
the (kdeutta Corporation, to my (certain knowledge, for the last 18 years ; 
many schemes havii been lirought forward and have all ended in failure. 
Some two or threes velars ago It was tliouglit that wi* had (‘ome to somiUJiiiig 
reasoiiahh^ and the pri^sent Chairman, Mr. Payne, (^X(‘rt(Hl himself v(‘ry 
considerably over the matter so that the milk committi’e of that time inducml 
some we ilthy Marwari gcmtlemen to put down Rs. 10 lakhs in ordm* to start 
a pasturage and dairy farm Tiiat was certainly a manly, straightforward and 
honourable course for peofilo vvho wanted lo honelit the State to taki^ up. 
There was no mendicancy about that and thii (Corporation was permitted to 
do the best they could, hut I am sorry to say that when the time came lor 
these Marwari gentlemen to put tlieir hands in their pocki^ts nothing was to 
be found at all. In tliis way not only that scheme hut sin'oral others failed. 
It seems to me, Sir, that what is wanted now-a-days is tliat CoviuTiiiKuit 
should help people wlio cannot help themsi^lves. As a Helf-respecting inemhor 
of the Corporation 1 resent any appeal to (loverrunent for assistance in 
this manner unless I misunderstood my friend, the Rai Radha (Charan 
Pal Bahadur. If I misunderstooil him I bcir liis iianlon. I uiidcrKtiwxl him 
to mean to ask the Government to take up certain land outside Calcutta at 
a cost of Rs. 50,000 with the olijcct, f presume, of making a present to the 
Corporation. I feel sure that the proper thing for the Corporation to do is to 
move in the matter thomselviis and not to appeal to this Council for assistance 
like a mere charitable institution. If wo cannot help ourselves wc have no right 
to ask for help from others. Wealthy and powerful as we are as a (Corporation 
we ought to he ashamed to come to the Government for help like a poor 
little village union. Wo ought to do these things ourselves. I should like to 
remark that if one-twentieth or one-fiftieth of the money tliat i.s being 
wasted— wickedly wasted— in raising the price of lands in Calcutta unneces- 
sarily bad been put into some useful object like the secuiing of pasturage or a 
dairy farm for Calcutta, it would have redounded to their credit. As it is, 
it is to their disgrace because at present taking advantage of their wealth 
iJertain men have made it practically impossible for a middle class man to get 
a suitable house." 
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The President Haid : - 

“ Order, order. 'Flie Hoii’ble Member muyt not discuss the question of 
high rents at present.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps, continuing, said : — 

“ I beg your pardon, Sir. I meant to say that if this wealth had U^ens 
diverted in an honourable manner for providing pasturage for Calcutta it 
would have redounded to their credit.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“My Lord. 1 support the rCsdution and on a former occasion I spoke at 
length on tliis very question. It is not necessary to repeat those arguments 
again. To my mind it is tlu‘ State tliat ought to provide for the land. It i& 
difficult for individuals to arrange for any large piece of land for grazing 
purpose and, whatever may l)e the opinion of the Ilon’ble Mr. Phelps, I think 
that, witdiout (Government help, nothing can be done for the acquisition of an 
extimsive piece of land for tin; use of the j eople of Calcutta. The milk 
supply ouehi to be provided for. The maidan, I understand, is not sufficient 
for th(^ purpoS(; of grazing (tattle, and although some attempts had now and 
then been mad(t by tln^- Corporation and other private individuals nothing could 
bit done. For this reason 1 think that the land question should bo solved by 
the (lovitrninent and tint manner in which the land should then be dealt with 
can bit considered later on.” 


The Hon’bie Mr. Cuirming said 

“ My Lord, the llon’ble. Miunber who has moved this resolution has done 
so obviously for the purpose of drawing public attention l o the defects in 
the milk siq })ly of (dilculta. I am quiti* in accord with him and 
othin- llim’ble Members who have spokitn that a ventilation of this subject 
is light and proper ; but 1 disagree witli him and the Ilon'ble Halm Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri, and I agriM* with the llon’ble Mr. P. i\ Mitter and the 
Ilon’ble M r. Ph(‘l})s, that tlie remi'dy proposed in thi' resolution is unsuitable. 
No oni' can deny that incri'ased ])a8turage not only in the vicinity of (Calcutta 
but throughout Heiigal would be belter for milcli cattle in this imuntry. On 
this subji'ct, as the hon’bl(‘ mover has inentioni'd, there have been frequent 
discussions not only in this (’ouncil but in the imperial Council, on no lewer 
iFan three times in the Imperial Council and five times in this Counidb 
Ni'viu’theless, not withstanding all this discussion, I am afraid that tlie 
llon’ble Member is under a misapprehension if he thinks that at any time 
during these debates the princii le was ever accepted that land should be 
acquired for i)asturage at the expense of State funds to be provided by the 
genc'ral tax-payer. That is a proposition which has never been accepted 
l)y Government, and on behalf of Government I do not accept it on the- 
present (x*casion. It is true that one Hon’ble Member has indicated the 
difficulty of acquiring land in any quantity without reference to the Land 
Acquisition Act. Hut that is not the point here. The point here is the 
furnishing of (Government funds for the purpose of the acquisition of 
pasturage land. 

As regards the milk supply of Calcutta, we have recently had a vt ry 
useful and interesting analaysis of the existing arrangements made by Mr. 
Donovan, Hegistrar of Co-operative Societies in Bengal. In a public lecturo 
he recently ] laced before the Calcutta public the defects in the existing- 
arrangements, and he pointed out that these defects were ehiefly the result 
of I ad management which to some extent could be rectified. Rb pointed 
out, moreover, how the adoption of co-operative methods had effected am 
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iniprovern6nt not only in (junntity hut in quiiHty. I alno a^reo with tlio 
which has been niado that when any more open lands are acquired 
by the existing public bodies, the question of utilizing tlnnn for grazing pur- 
poses as well as for recreation should be considered. Finally, as roganls the 
question of the powers of the Corporation and the attitude of the Calcutta 
Corporation towards this subject, the Hon’ble Mr. Payne, the ])rt\sent (diair- 
man of the Corporation, has informed the Revenue l)epartment tlial the 
Corporation scheme for milk supply is at present awaiting the antieipaitMi 
amendment of the Calcutta Municipal Act. 


Tliese are three possil)lo lines of advaiua^ ; hut, as the llon’hh* Mr. Plndps 
has correctly piinted out, the problem is primarily one for tin* Corporation. 
Government appreciate all the (litKcalti(*s. hut they cannot accept the i)rin(!i))Ie 
that land should be provided liy the general tax-payer for the purpose. 

As for the reappropriation suggt'sted in tlu^ hon’hh^ mover's resolution, it 
was, if 1 mistake not, not even mentioned by iiim in his spet‘ch. Ilon’hle 
Members will see tliat it is a suggest ion to taki' away '2 lakhs from the 
provision for a new survey office building in (hahmtta. My hon’ble coJleagiH‘, 
Sir Henry Wh(*eler, has already dln‘cted tlu^ attimtion of tin' t^mneil to this 
entry in the esiimati'.s. Speaking on hidialf of the Ib'veniic' I)(‘[)artm(mt, I 
can say that we arc' bcnng drivcm out of our present tc'nancy. Wt' have' 
arranged daring tdie pn^sent year to securer land for a new building, and 
we have made' arrangcMiients during the m^xt ycnir to (‘onstrnct a huilding 
for the {Survey Department. Tin' soonm* w(‘. (^instruct a nc'W • building tin' 
sooin^r W(^ shall avoid tln^ very liigh monthly rc'ntal. vvhieh wc an^ Innng 
called upon to pay in order to get temporary accommodation in the nu^antimi'. 
For these reasons. Sir, I suggest that the substantive jiart of tlie n'soliil ion 
should be rejticte l, and that it is not pra(!ti(tal to adopt t In^ reapprojiriation 
mentioned in the resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“My Lord, 1 think tin* situation has not Imm'm (th'arly understool. In the 
first place tlnn-e is no qin^^tion of mendicancy. Mr. Fheljis, with ralher 
unusual warmth, deprecatc'd mendicancy. 1 do not know wln're tin* question 
of mcnidicancy comes from the n^solution which I have tablet L Ixdore this 
Council. My proposition is a simple om^ of providing grazing grounds in the 
vicinity of Calcutta, and indirectly although it will iMuiefit tln^ (kirporatioii it 
is not merely the Corporation hut also tln^ ptmple outsitit*. tin* city of ( Calcutta 
who will be benefited. When the (Corporation took up the (piestion of tln^ milk 
supply in Calcutta, and when their proposals could not Im? given (‘ffiict to 
owing to legal difficulties, there was no proposal to ask for grants from Govern- 
inent. We all know that piuiple from outside (Calcutta, aften* m(H*ting the locail 
supply, send their surjJns milk to Calcutta. It is very rtuisonalih^ to exoect 
that they should have grazing grounds for their cattle, 'riiere, is no qut'stion 
of mendicancy in it. No doubt Mr. Plielfis, from his point of vii^w, is quitch 
right in saying that so much land might have? bemi rnore^ nsc^fully devehipcxl, 
if money bad been spent in that direction. My lion hlc friend has done 
well to take the lead in the matter by launching land developing companies, 
why could he not do the same in the matter of milk supply ? Fxamiffi*. Is 
better than precept. Howt'ver. that is another inatter. My hon’hle friend, 
Mr. Mitter, has state 1 that this is a question which ought to engage tiie atten- 
tion of Government, but he says that Us. 50,000 will not lie adequate for the 
purpose. My object in mentioning a particular sum of money was only to 
draw the special attention of Government to this matter because unless the 
question is taken up by Government nothin x will he done, f have also men- 
tioned a particular area for this purpose, and if it is necessary 1 arn sure the 
Calcutta Corporation will not be behindhand in contributing to the schomo. 



m 


lievised Financial Statement, 


[13th March^ 


hr, Cumming ; Rai R. C. Pal Bahadur, 

1 repeat there ie no mendicancy in it. It in in the fertile brain of the* 
ilon’blo Mr. Phelps, lie thinks so much ot land speculation and wicked rent 
trannactionH that he cannot but imagine that every resolution that is moved in 
this Council is wicked. 

Coming to the Hon’bh; Mr. Cumming’s reply, I find that it is stated that 
the Government never j'romised that they would provide pasture land. That 
is quite correct, but indirectly the Government is bound by a promise, in that. 
th(*y said that they would offer facilities for the provision of pasture ground.. 
There are Government estates and Government khas mahal lands in tlie* 
vicinity of Cahnitta, and J think some of this may be utilized as pasture- 
grounds. I do not want to tire the Council by quoting the Hon’ble Mr. Kerr 
in r(‘ply to some of the questions whi(;h were put in this Council. It was 
stated that so far as Govornmtmt khas mahal lands were conce-rned, Govern- 
ment were quite pro] ared to reserve certain quantities of land for grazing 
purposes. T)i(‘refore, in a manner, Government have promised to provide 
grazing ground, ^bhe question lias been discussed both in the Imperial 
Council and in this Council, and has not been decided in any practical way,, 
but I believe I can safely urge Government to redeem their pledge in this 
connection. That this qiK'Stion has been so often discussed in this Council 
as well as in the Imperial Council is suffici(‘nt proof that public opinion is- 
very much interested in the matter and desires that Government should pay 
attention to it.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gumming said 

” Sir, I should like to mention one matter with reference to what the 
Hoiblile Member has just said. The action of Government in providing 
grazing grounds in Government estates is in its capacity as zamindar. It is 
only right that Government should set a good examjde ; and in January, 1919,. 
when 1 had the honour of addressing Council on the samt' subject, I said that 
I hoped that this example would be copied by other zamindars in the- 
province.” 

The motion w'as then put and lost. 


ITEM No. XVI. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following resolu- 
tion : — 

This Council recomnumds to the Governor in Council — 

(a) that a sum of Rs. 1,00,000 be provided in the iiudget for an Alms 
house for Indians ; and 

(h) t hat the expenditure be met from the provision of Rs. 5,00,000 to* 
the District Charitable Society under the head ” 20 — Police.” 

He said : — 

“My Lord, in moving this resolution 1 have to place certain fads before* 
the Council. Il w^as in 1832 that the Almshouse was erected in Mirzapore 
Street in Calcutta. This street is well known to many of my Indian friends 
heie. This was temporary accommodation. In 1838 the District Charitable^ 
Society was divided into two parts, one looking after the Christian poor of the 
town and the other after the Indian poor. The Indian committee, which* 
looks after the non-Christian poor, suggested the establishment of an asjdum 
for the non-Christian poor, that is for Indians, and Babu Dwarka Nath 
'lagore offered the use of one of his gardens. That suggestion did not 
materialize, for soon after, in 1839, the Almshouse Committee was appointed, 
and the report of that committee w^as sulmitted some time in 1840, and they 
asked Government for a grant of the necessary plot of land for buildiitgs^ 
and also resolved to raise subscriptions for the purpose. The result was- 
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that both Europi\ans aiil Imliaus combined, and the project for a joint 
AlmshoiiPe for Europeans as wdl as Indians received the cordial support of 
the public. Two i)ieces of ground were made over to tlu' Society by (Govern- 
ment in Amfierst Stret^t ; an estimate was prepart*d, and ]>ublic"HubscripUons 
were asked for. The estimate amounitMj to something like Rs. o.'htKH) 
for the necessary buildings and Superintemdent’s quarters, and was sane- 
tinned in about 1841. In 1844 a furt her exttmsion was mad(% l)utthis was 
all for Christian poor. In 184H it was deciiled to makt* tlu‘ expiM-immil 
of accommodating a few ‘native’ paupers, in Ecl>ruary, 1841, 12 huts \\vv(^ 
constructed at a cost of Rs. 1 and anotluo- range was l)iiilr. at a cost of 
Rs. 65 in 1815, a total of Rs. 255, whicli was for ‘native* ’ paiiiKU-s. Such is 
the brief history of the Almshons(\ Tht‘ ac(!ommodation for the Indian ])ooi 
gradually dwindhsl away, d’he huts l>roke down, and wmo' not n'pairi^tl ; the 
ac(‘ommodation vvas not suitabhuand the structuiO'S woio' dimiolisln^d. 1 want 
to draw attention to the fact that a subscri])tion was raistol for tin' building of 
of an Almshouse, ( iovernnH'nl granted tin' land, and from tin' Soc'ei_\’s 
joint funds Rs. 1 6,1)10 was obtaimMl, and subscriptiotis to tln^ extent of 
Rs 15,416 wer(' i-aised ; and the subscri|>t ions of Indian gt'ntlemen amounted 
to Rs. 6.025, besides tlu^ sum of Rs. 2.055 made ovu'i* liy tlu‘ Nal ive (h)mmil It't' 
of the C('ntral (a)nimittee in 1885. They collocled that amount S(q)arat (‘ly, 
in ord(W t.o build a separatt^ Almshoust' for Indians, but, they could not. do 
so, as funds were not HulhcH'nt, so tlu'y coalesced with t in' ot Inn* c.ommitlini 
and Rs. 8.000 was mad(‘ ()V('r to tht'in. Sindi, in brief, is the history ol tin* 
Almshous(', and this Alinshoiisf' has bt'^'ii all along ac(‘om modal ing the ( ’hristian 
poor of tlu^ city. I do not wish to dist inguisii bt'iween Indians and Kuro|)eans 
in this connf*(;tion, l)ut many of them an' r(‘ally hnlians. aithough t h(‘y ai'c 
(dii’ist ians. As n'gards t he non-( .hrisl ian poor, then^ is no accommodation. 
Now that tin' whole thing is to Ik* st^aritsl afia'sh ami the find Is being sold, 
I b»‘rK'V(', ( I ovt'riinit'nt g(‘t, about I or 5 lakhs of rupei^s out. of tin* proeeiMis 
ami that mom'y wdl b(‘ utili7(*d for building an Alnishoiisi'. I rake this 
opportunity to |•('SJ)eet fully la'present to the ( iov^'rnmt'iit. whot.hei somo 
moiH'y and some aoeomniodatlon should not Ik* provldrij l'>r the Indian jioor, I 
mean t.i'e non-( diristian poor. I liOjK^ that t his roasonabh* refjut'st of mine will 
recf'ivt' sympathetic eonsiib’ration. Then* is an institution in t'aleutia known 
as tin* ‘ Refugi',’ ^^hl''h partially a<;commodai es tin' pooi* o( tin* city, (dirlsli.in 
and non-(diristlan. But I think that it will be a<lniitted that it is not 
miiM]uate and although it is managed by ])rivah* subscriptions and jiartly by 
a grant-in-aid-froni (Jovernnieiit, I think that a sum of money should be 
set ajiart for the erection of an Almshous(‘ for tin- Indian ))oor. It willgn'aily 
lu'lp the larg(^ numlK'i’ of indigi'iit and distressed [x-ople who loai about t he 
city, and I bellevt* t hat t he Ix'ggar (juest ion will bo largely solved by pro- 
viding them with accommodat iom I have nothing mon- to say. 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said — 

“>ly Lord, tin* llon’ble Rai Balunlur, if I understand him rightly, seems 
to have been impelled to move this n*Holution by some kind of idea that tbe 
Indian community, ;is distinct frt)m the Christian community, have sorm* 
claims in connection with the naa'iit nroposals in lU'gard to the Amherst Siri'ei 
site, though it seems clear, even from tin' details lie ha» given, that, hist orieally , 
tlie relief givu'u in the way <)f poorhoust' reli«d has bemi jiraculeally given to 
tlH*. (Jhristian community, as indeed was only to be expectfKl, looking to 
the social customs of the t wo communit ies. Whi'reas almshouse la lii*! is a 
feature of Poor Law relief in tln^ West, it Is not so, to anything iikf* the same 
degree*, in the East, where charity is provitled in ot her, and iKudiaps lK*rter, 
ways. 1 will, however, brielly refer to what has iM'tm <lone as ri'gards the 
Ainherst Street site. ^Iv information is that the Amhersi StiU'ct sip; was given 
to, and has been in the possession of, the District Charitable Society lor the 
relief of poverty since the year 1840, when the tUmshouKe for Christians was 
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constructed upon it. In 1878 the workhouse was built on a portion of tho 
land, and in 1915 a committee, which enquired into the working of this 
institution, strongly condemned the running of the almshouse and workhouse 
as more or less one and the same institution. They were also influenced by the 
idea that in a congested area like Calcutta it is best to push this kind of institu- 
tion further out, leaving valuable land in the heart of the city for other 
purposes. Therefore they proposed that the workhouse and the almshouse 
should be separat(*d, and a new almshouse constructed in the suburbs. The 
Society then approached Government for assistance towards this -'project ; 
they, on their side, ofiering to part with their right of use of this land, which 
was given to them in 1840 for so long as it was used for poor relief. •We., 
negotiated last year, and eventually wo agreed that the northern portion of 
the land should he sold to the Improvement Trust for an open space, which 
in itself would be a considerable improvement to that part of the town ; the 
workhouse will rimiain where it is. and we shall also get a site for a now 
police section thana. In consideration of the whole transaction, we said 
we would give them a grant of Ks. 5 lakhs towards the building of a new 
almshouse in the suburbs. 


I do not think, therefore, from tho history of this transaction which I 
liave given, that the tluHny is correct that then' is anything in tlu' nature of 
a claim pertaining to the Indian community in respect of this land, while as 
a proposition advocating the construction of an almshouse for tlu^ Indian 
community I doubt wdn'tluu* the n'Solution is altogether opportune. As this 
( 'ouiK'il is aware, w(‘ had a debat(‘ sonu' 18 months ago on the question of 
m(mdieaney in (kilcutta and we subsequently had an (unjuiry. The results 
of that enquiry hav(‘ nrently been made* public in a resolution of the 10th 
February, and we liave outlined a policy for the construction of an 
infirmary, that is, a refuge for the infirm and disabled 'poor, and an industrial 
school for the child nm of that same class, and \ve havt* eonvimed a sc'cond 
committee to put up practical details as to what can be done in that direction, 
ddiey are not bound hy our tentative decisions, but we have given tlnun as a 
fair basis for furl Inn* investigation. Therefons wi* are bound to wait for the 
rejiorl of this committee, and the proposals that they may ]tui before us. 
Ix'fore we can go further into tlu' matter. If tln'V rec mmend the construc- 
tion of an infirmary and an industrial school, we shall have to do our best to 
undertake it. lUit pending that, it is not much use making a budget provi- 
sion of this kiml. 


It is further to be renu'mbored, in respect of the Indian poverty in 
Calcutta, that tln^re is also the ‘Refuge,’ which, since 1913, has received very 
nearly a lakh ol rupei'S from Government, while it also receives a recurring 
grant. I mention this to show that Indian poverty is not neglected by 
Government. For tln'se reasons, 1 do not propose to make the change 
suggestetl in the budget.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“My Lord, 1 have listened with great interest to the reply of the Hon’ble 
Sir Henry Wbeeler. He is quite right in saying that in 1840 the land was 
made over, but I, as an honorary official of the District Charitable Society, 
and tho Secretary to its Indian section, may be permitted to point out that 
when tho laiui was given to the District Charitable Society it was not given 
for the benefit of ont> section of the community but for both sections. That 
is one point. Then as regards the question of tho appointment of a committee 
to consider the question of the provision for beggars, 1 know that a com- 
mittee has been appointed, and that they will go into the question, but I 
believe that will be for all classes of the community, but wdiat is required 
now is that there should be an almshouse for the non-Christian poor of this 



1920.] 


Revised Financial Statement. 


241 


Rai R. C. Pal Bahadur. 

2 ity. As the Hon’ble Member has rij^htly observed on account of th(' social 
ilferences and customs, there is great ditlicnlty in providing for t he non- 
Uhristian poor. Thar is one of the diihcuUies, but 1 may say this, that we 
liave enquired into t his question. The difficmliy is tlu're, but quarters pro- 
vided for tile Indian poor were oidy miserable huts ami my proposal is to 
replace these huts by a building and not to accomniodatt* both Christian and 
non-Christian poor in tln^ same building. Now that the whole thing is to be 
sold outright. 1 have thought lit to suggest that a lakh of rupc^es »)iit of 
this 5 lakhs should be set apart for the non-Christian poor, so that an 
almshouse may be provided lor tiumi. M ith this objetd in view I mov(‘ this 
resolution.” 

The motion was put and lost. 


ITEM No. XVII. 


TheHon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved the following resolu- 
tion : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council — 

(a) that a sum of Rs. lO.OOO be provided for promotion of tmtlage 

industries among destiiut(‘ widows ; and 

(b) that the (‘xpeiidinire l>e met fn-m the lump proviKhm of 

Rs. 1.72,000 for the development of industri(*s in ‘ 
Seieiilifi(! ami Miweellaneoiis Hiidffet.” 


He said 


“Mv Lord I <lo not think I need take up the time of llm Conned l),v a 
long speed,, 'in tin- Civil Estimates, page HIH. th,Te ,s a J 

Us^l 72,000 for development of industries, ami this is |.crl,aps the fi.st 
year when the Diiector of Industries will take uphis work m right earnest 
h iU-bus years we made provision for the appointment ol a 1 iree or of 
Industries in the l.udget, hut I helieve he was t-n. mud, engrossed vvith his 
work in the Munitions Hoard to devote any time to tins subjeet Notlnng 
has been said as to the main heads on wlindi this provision should be spent. 

My present resolution is that having r.-aid to the eeononiie distress m.l be 

ooLtr? Lpeeiallv atuong the. poor women and widows, a heginning may be 
conntiy, esp eu v r .,|| the Hm;i lottage indnstries in vvliidi 

femalelab.«.,.,.en.I>l .-a. I n, 

S;: V L ' L1.1 . —11 -l-lry wl.™.. ,...r wi.low. 

connecteu. v* i,.,,.,llv snllieient for one meal a day. If some other 

,,,nK, .liponJ wl.c a ^ , 

industiics are s.ai ■ ■ ,. eomniuiiity vvhhdi amounts to aLout (say) Us. .t 

what knowledge of dilKeulties of these 

or Rs. 4 a head. ^ ‘‘"X ' rv I tl, ought that if Covernment were 
vvomen learning soine ^ that would go a great way 

pleased .^^'^"j'J^Vtute widows WMiat I want, my Lord, is this 

towards helping - rliffirnltv of c'ctting skilled t<*achcrs to tnacl 

there is at advantage if tin 

small industries | in^ust^^ wiiiel, tiny eould easily leart 
literary widows could b . ^ i | |....ch other widows on the lines of rpin 

it.. bcp,»ed., 
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the Director of In(laKtri(iH which will be ^:rranted to such institutiojrfi oi 
soci(‘ti(^s wliicli he thinkR fit. ThiH matter, my Lord, requires more earnest 
and sympathetic consideration of (lOvertiment, and it is with that view 1 
have brought this matter before the Council ” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur sai l 


‘‘ My Lord, 1 beg to support this I’csolution. I have some experienc(' of the 
condition of tJiesc poor widows wIkui w(‘ found that tlu' f)ric(^ of f()0:lstuffs and 
()th(U‘ n(^c(‘SHaries of life was rising very high. W(^ tluMi tliought it necessary 
to have sonx^ sort of school wh(‘re tluise ponr widows could be taught some 
cotlaL»'(‘ industry to earn their livudihood. Lh(‘ dithculty was that we did not 
get skilhxl teachers and (;ons(K|U(mtly w(^ had to abandon that id(‘a. ' 'Hicn again 
we want(‘d to (unploy, as my hon’bh' friend lias said, literate widows but tfiey 
could not b^arn tbo work very well. It is neci*.ssary that Govinuinient should 
encourage these widows to take up some cottag(^ industries and without 
Govcrnimuit intervention it w'ould iK)t a success. Tlie n^soliition asks for 
th(‘ provision of tlie very molest sum of Us. 1(),(H)0 and if Governmmit accc'pt 
tliis r(}solution that will, I think, give sonui (‘ncourageinent to these poor 
widows.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said .— 

My Lord, whib' 1 depnxaite earmarking this sum in i Jiis mann(*r in ihe 
budg(‘t, 1 do not want to rub* out of court tlu' jiossibilit N of money bm'ng s|)(Ui 
in this way <luring tin* ensuing year. If it is thought d(‘sii*alib‘ so to sprnd it, 
it is in th(^ budget, and it can b(‘ spent without tln^ aecaqitanci' of this resolu- 
tion. My ()bj(‘ction to earmarking it is that no body s(‘ems 1 o hav(‘ any cbear 
idea as to wliat ('xa(dJy is iiK'ant by the jirojiosal, and 1 doubt if tlu' sjHaxdi of 
the llon’lile Uai Uadba Charan Pal llahadur has altogi'lhm- dispelled (hat 
vagueiK'Ss. 

Wlum W(^ i'(^C(‘ive<l iiotdce of this resolution we considt(‘d Mr. M('ek, the 
Din'ctor of Industries, about it, but as tb(‘ Hon’ble Uai Uadha Oharan P;d has 
Said, tin* Di^pai'tuumt ol Industries has only ]ust b(;en l()rm<*d, and whib* we 
hope' it will soon g{‘t fairly int«) its stride, it is handica])p(Hl by th(‘ absence' of 
the neci'Ssary (*sl ablishna'iit sul)ordmate to tin' Dirc'ctor. \\ (* hope to se(‘Ure 
lha! shoi-fly, but tlu' matter is Ix'iug d(day(‘d at the monx'ut until tlx* Govern- 
ment of India linally d(;cid(* whetlu'r tln^ recruitment for tlu' dc'partim'nt 
should be by ])rovinces, or, following tlx' lines of tlu^ Industrii's Committeo’s 
i-('port, of a central (diaracti'r. ’riu'refore Mr. Meek has not yet got at his 
disposal the ('stablishment that can work out tiie details of a sclieme of this 
kind. H(' t(dls us that something is being done in this direction in Madras, 
though he has not got detailed information about it. Further enquiries wdll, 
howevi'r, be made and if there are any possibilities of rnont'y being utilised in 
this way, I have no doubt tlu^y will be made U8(‘ of. But 1 would utter one 
word o( warning as regards the gemu-al tenor of this resolution, and that is 
that the Di'partmtmt ol Industries is not intended to be a charitable institu- 
tion ; it is im^ant })rimarily to foster the industries of the country, not to give 
ndiei to poor widows. Thi^ Council will also rennunber that we already give 
assistance to tht^ devt'lopmmii of cottage industries througli the Home Inclus- 
tries Association, which receives a grant of Rs. 18,000, and possibly assist- 
ance to these widows comes within the purview of their activities. There- 
lore, Sir, this being the position, 1 deprecate^, the acceptance of the resolution, 
all hough we are nerfectly ready to make further enquiries as to the feasibility 
of the scheme and pursue the idea if that course seems to be desirable,” • 
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The Nm’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

‘‘ My Lord, I never meant that it should lu* a charitable ^ifl to the }HK)r 
widows. What 1 meant to exj)n‘ss is this : tliat at present then' are (vrtain 
institutions which are helping these poor widows to learn some sort ol indus- 
try, and the ditfieulty Hrst of u.\\ is that they cannot get suitable teachers. 
What 1 want is that (jovtuMinumt should train some literary females to learn 
the business and they may in their turn teach others. There an^ somi* insti- 
tutions no doubt, but they do not want that (iovernment should assist them, 
but what they want is that Oovin'iiimmt should train some widow^; and give 
grants to sucdi instil ulions as may seem ileserving to llumi. It will bo also 
helping th(‘ jXKir womon to t^arn tlndr lixadilux^il. This cannot bt' said to 
be purely chfwdtable — il is ri'producl ive because tlu'y will not want cliarii\ 
for ever.” 

Th(' motion was then put and lost. 


ITEM No. XVIll. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur mov(‘,d till' followijig 

resolution ; — 

'rids (Jouncil nH’omiiKmds to t h(‘ (lovermn* in Coiimnl 

(e) that a sum of Ks. 2^000 be provided for building (jiiarters lor 
sub-r(‘gisl rars in tin' Ih-esidein'y for tin* yi'ar 1920-21 ; and 
(/>) that the amount lx* nud by a corresponding nxluct, ion Ix'ing mad<‘ 
in tin' lump provision ol l\s. 2,0d-t)00 under ‘>2 .Miscella- 

neous. ’ 


H(' said : — 

" Mv Loi'd, this is a subjecd. to wlindi thr att(‘ntion ol' ( loviu iiiinml has 
fnmi tilin' t.o time been diawn, and it is Well known, 1 believe, that tin* 
llegistralion Depart ment has got some 100 Mib-registrars who aiv mnployed 
t-hrouglioul tin* Pia'sideiicy ol Dengal. 1 ln*ir salary ranges Irorn hs. hO 
to Rs. 250. 'riieir hai-dslii]) is siicli that I am sure il will ('Xcit,e the 
synijiathy of i;vervbodv. having no place to ])Ut their heads in. (n many 
])laces they have to livi' not only m thatcInM hiO- but aisom cou sln'ds. 
and some’ of tln'in hav(^ to li<‘ down on the office t abh' as t here js no ot her 
place ontainabh' in many places in the mulassal. The Registration Depart - 
mcnt is now a very remunerative department • its income being 2/ lakhs and 
the expi'inlitun' only 11 lakhs. Tlnn-ero,v, I think, it is lair and e.piitable 
that some portion ' of this money shi.uhl be (levndeci t'yery year 1 or build ing 
houses and offices for the sub-regist.ars. At pivsmit 1 understami (govern- 
ment have to pav rent lor tlieir offices an 1 t he suleregistrars liavm :dso to 
])av rent for their quarters in thatehed houses. II tlnw are provided with 
some decent quarti'rs they will also be paying ivnt to (,overnnient and 
(JovernmenI will also, I think, be saved of the expenditure on house-rent 
for their offiet's. and in mv hunibh' opinion this will not u holi> b(‘ an un o 
.....ncrativo outlay. My objoci in uskin^Mo provnlo IS y''"!" 
make a start. I ani not in a positu.ii to say l.ow muoli t l,o ( .ovormn. i.i will 
b,. ablo tospona every year. I wan. .0 .Iraw lb- afaentton of eov.-rnnuou 

to the Uiwnev of this matter an.l also to iinbi.M. tho ( .overn.nent !o make a 

start so tliat a reasonable sum of nionoy may be set a|>arl evei.'. y. ai b-i In 

accemmalatioii of the suli-registrars. 

With these observations 1 beg to commend the resolution to llie aecept- 

IliWe of the Council.” 
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Mr. (Jamming ; Rai R. (J. Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’bie Mr. Gumming said 

‘’My Lord, the lion’ble mover desires to draw the attention of Goverii- 
numt to the desirability of building quarters throughout Bengal for the sub- 
registrars in their rural offices. lie is quite right in stating tliat the j)re8ent 
situation is not satisfactory ; but he might have informed the ('ouncil how 
the pres(‘nt situation has arisen. He is aware that before 1905 the sub- 
registrars in the province were all p;iid by commission : tliey stayed at their 
own homes, and there was no question of Government quarters. The 
])rovincializat ion of the d(q)artment in 1905 however entirely altered the 
position. It is ti'ue, as th(‘ hon’bl(‘ mover has also said, ihat Government 
by the present arrang<‘ni(?nt have to pay a considerable sum, not less than 
Bs. 82,000 a yc^ar. in rent. Srane time ago the Inspector-Gcnefal was asked 
to formulat(^ his re(piiremenls in onhu* of urgency. He submitted a list of 
no less than 49 placi'S where quarters for the sub-registrars and offices 
should be built. During the present yc'ar I find that three sets of buildings 
are under construction, and in tlu‘ estimates which are before us I find that 
it has be(‘n proposed to build at Government ex|(mS(^ at least one extra 
sub-registration office, d’hat being so, the point which the Hon’bie Mcunber 
desires to press is (aJin^edcHl, nana'ly, more might be done ; and in view 
of that I am prejiared to acc(‘pt his resolution. ])Ut in view f)f the amount 
of money availabh^, 1 would ask that tln^ first part of the resolution should 
read as follows : — 

‘ That a sum of Rs. 28,000 be f)rovided for building offices and quarters 
for sub-r('gistrars in the Presidency for the year 1920-21 : ’ 

ddiat is to say. Us. 28,000 would be substituted for Us. 25,000. 

As regards (he reappropriation suggested, it is always undesirable to 
spend inoiK'y from rdic allotment for ‘ iniscellaneoiis ’ at th(' beginning of 
t-he year. But 1 am abh' to min-t the case because there is a jirovision for 
the iinjirovennuit of tle‘ conditions ()f sub-r('gistrars regai’ding vvliicdi some 
tinu' ago (he Bengal Gov(Tnment submit te.d fu’oposals I o the Goveiuirnent of 
India. Owing to t his })rovision I find an item of Rs. 28,000 in tin' budget, 
which has been ent(‘red under ordtu’s of the Govin'iinumt of India. This 
Government, however, has quite*, independently made provision under 
anotln*!’ itt'ui for as much as will be requiia^l under this liead (a| proxiinatoly 
Us. lj,0(H)) in the present year. That being so, tlie sum of Rs 18.OOO in the 
IhigisI ration Budget beconn^s available. I am therefore prepared to say that 
Government will accept the first jiart of the resolution jirovided that 
Rs. 28,000 be substit uted for Rs. 25, ( 00, and the second part if it read as 
follows ; — 

‘The amount be met from the }>rovision of Rs. 28.000 for the revision of 
salaries of officers in accordance with the recommendation of the Public 
Sorvic('s (commission under the head XII — Registration’.” 


The Hon’bie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

‘‘ My Lord, 1 accept tin* sugg(*stion of the llon’ble Member.” 

’Phe resolution was thtui put in the following amended form and agr(*ed 
lo : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council — 

{a) that a sum of Rs. 28,000 Ik* provided for building offices and 
quarters for sub-registrars in the Presidency for the year 
1920-21 ; and 
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Adjournment, 

(6) that the amount be met from the provision of Rs. 23,000 for the 
revision of salaries of officers in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Public Services Commission under “XII — 
Registration. ” 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was then adjourned to Monday, the 15th March, 1920, at 
i.M., at Government House, Calcutta. 


J. F. GRAHAM, 

Seetj. to the (rfwf. of Bengal and 
Sea/, to the Ben gal Legislative ('ounciL 


Calcutta ; 

? 29th March^ 1920. 


B. S. J?#t}jt»8--9-4-7920— -350— S. C. R. & 




Ahsiract of the Proceedings oj the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 191^. 


The Council met in the Council Ohamher at Cov(M*ument House, 
('alcutta, on Monday, the 15th March, 1920, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency tlie Uinrhi llon’hle LawIiknck John Lumi.ky Dundas, 
Earl of UoNAnDsiiAY. u.c.i.k., Governor oJ ike Presidency oj 
Fort in Bengal^ presiding. 

The Hon’ble Sir Hknry Whkflkr, k.c.i.k., c.b.i. 

The Hon’bh; Mr. d. G. (Jummino, c.s.i.. c.i.f. 

The Hon'ble Sir Uijay (hiANO Maiitah. k.c.s.l, k.c.i.k., i.o.m., 

Mahavajadhiraja Ikihadiir oT Burdwan. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stkriiknson, c.i.k. 

Th(i Hon’ble SlR (hlARLKS STKVK^^S()^•-MoORK, K.C.I.F., C.V.iL 

The Hon’bli' Ma.ior-(iKNERai. W, 11. B. Koiunson, c.h., lm.s. 

ddie Hon’ble Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

Idle Hon’ble Mr. L. S. S, O’Marlky. (M.k. 

Th(‘ Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Boy. 

The Hon’bl(‘ Mr. A. Marr. 

Idle Hon’ble Mr. M. C. McArrin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowlky, c.i.k. 

Thc^ Hon’lde Mr. W. W. Hornkli., c.i.k. 

ddie Hon’bh' Mi:. C. h. Paynk. 

The Hou'ble Khan IUiiaduk Maci.vi Amini i. 1hi-am. 

The Hon’ble Mu. S. VV. a.ionK. 

The Hon’ble InrisHAM-ui.-Min.K RAirt-rn-l>Ai:i.A AMiK-ri.-()Mi!Aii NawaB 
SiK Asif Qadk Saiyii) W'asik Ai.i Mikza Khan Hahadi u Maiiabai 
Jano, K.<'.v.o., Nawab Baliadnr ot MurHlillabad. 

*4 

The Hon’ble Siu IIajknhua Nath Mookkujee, k.c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble 8iu Niekatan Sakkak. Kt. 

The Hon’ble Mk. 0. D. M. HiNni-Er. 



248 


[15th Mabi 


The Hon’ble Mk. W. H. H. Aeden-Woou,'c.i.e. 

The HoiTblo Raja Hrihhikesh Laha, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mu. Prova8h Ohunder Mitter, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Babe Siv Narayan Mukherji. 

The Hon’ble Kumar Siiib Shekhareswar Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kihhor Ray Chaudhuri. 
The Hoii’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singh a. 

The Hon’ble Sir Deba Prakad Sarbadhikari, Kt., c.i.e. 
Tlie llon’lile Uai Devender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 
The Hon’blo Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. M. Wathon-Smyth. 

The Hon’ble Mr, W. 0. GiuzEBRaoK. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. Pheli-s. 

Tlie Hon’blo Maulvi Abuj. Kasem. 

The Hon’lile Mr. M. Ashrae Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman All 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mohendra Chandra Mura Bahadur. 
Th(^ Hon’ble 15abu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Mohendra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


. LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 5. 

THE CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 19^0. 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved I 

leave to introduce a Bill to restrict •temporarily the increase of rents 
Calcutta. 
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He Raid : — 


“My Lord, it will he within the recollection of Memliers of this (Jouncil 
that at the meeting held on the 3rd of Septeinher last tlie Hon’hle Mr. Phelps 
urged that Government should appoint a Commission to inquire into tht< 
causes of the excessive land values and high rents in Calcutta, and, if 
possible, to suggest remedies. Government recognised that there had been 
a remarkable enhancement in land values and house-rents in Calcutta. Tlu'y 
accepted the resolution and appointed on the .‘lOth September, lit 19, a re- 
presentative Committee to inquire into its causes, its extent ami di'gree. to 
examine the charge of profiteering madii against landlords and ti submit 
proposals for remedial measures if'they consiihu-ed it. practical and desiral'le 
to control or limit the rise in rents. 'I'lu! Commit P'o’s re])ori, was received by 
tjovernment on th(' 23rd February and Memlxu'S of the Council are probably 
aware of its contents. 


The Committee came to the conclusion that the sit uation was such as to 
call for direct and immediate action. They (h'preeaied the onaetm.'nt of an 
Act for the restriction of rents on the liu<-s of legislation in Knglaml, liombay 
anti Rangoon, l>ut urgttd that an Act shonhl bi> ]iassetl lor the i;r(tation ol an 
anthoritjt with power to (txtftul nj) to one. year tint jieritKl ol notice to quit in 
the case of tenants who admit liability to ejectnumt from the promises 
occupied by them. They further recommt'u led ct'itain measures for the 
permanent improvtuneut of (tonditions by o|)eniim' u]! suburbs into which it is 
unnecessary at this stagt' to enler, although 1 may say t iovernment an* 
giving tht*ir Serious att.ention t.o tlm tpiest.ion ol pt*rmam‘ut. imjn ovt'int'ul ol the 
position in (laleutta and are. now examining the proposals of the Rent (.aimmitlec 
W’it.h regard to furtht*r building ilevelopment s as wil lioiil which a Rout 
Rcsi.riction Act would be futile by itself. 


The itosition iv.vealed by the report is that the cx|)ansioii of Calcutta has 
not kept pace, with the needs' of its population, while building operations were 
re.lueod to a minimum during tin* war. At the same time there has been a 
land boom consequent on the lact that house and landed properly was a 
favourite field for the investment of large profits made during the war ; and 
there has been speculation, often of a wild and ivekles.s eharaetcr. As a 
result of these factors an abnormal situation has arisen. 'I'he housing accom- 
modation in Calcutta is iinciiual to the demand, and landlords are in a 
position to abuse their legitimate rights and to eomiH*l tenants i o pay exor- 
bitant rents. Scarcity or monopoly rt'iils are being exaeteil not only tor 
residential premises but also, [ tielieve, for shops and olbees. I he siijiiily o 
houses cannot be made equal to the demand lor some turn* to eoine ; ami it 
seems certain tied, unless there is soimi system ol eoiitrol, rents will rise slill 
higher and an intolerable situation will b.* ereai.ed. It is. therelore necessary 
temporarily to protect the general iiubbc .against the rapacity of a limited 
section and so tide over tlm transitional i.eri.Kl which must elapse before house 
accommodation in Calcutta is adequate to the re-iuinunents ol its residents and 
economic rents are paid instead of monopoly or scarcity rents. 

Government recognised that the evil called for prompt action and tlm 
question for their decision was what immediate s .ops s lou ( ic ‘j '’I' ' 

remedy suggested by the Committee appearml toGovernnient to be madequ. te, 

and they were not impressed by the arguments advanced bj the 

against legislation for the restriction of rents. J he same view f as b en 
taken by the public and the press, both Indian and Kuiopean. flmj .r 
generally agamst the prop<«als of the Committee and ins, sl.cn y demand 
immediate legislation in order to control am iini r. i ,, 

meetings have been held, the correspondence columns of ‘V”' 

filled with complaints and requests for Government intervention, 
strong agitation has already been set on foot. 

‘ A 2 
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The report of the Coinmitieo dooR not ^ive any npecific instances of 
large increases of rents which have a;curred, but I may be 
permitted to cite some cases which have come to the notice of Government 
and which show how inordinate are the enhaiiceinents which have 
been made. In one case rent was enhanced l)y 17 per cent, in 1918, by 83 
per cent, in 1919, and yet again by 50 per * cent, in 1920. In another case 
there was an increase of 10 per cent, in 1919 followed by 160 percent, in 
1920. In a third an enhancement of 20 per cent, was followed by one of 
140 per cent. In a fourth the rent was enhanced by 15 per cent, in 1918, 
by 16 percent, in 1919 and by 144 per cent, in 1920. In another case the 
enluancenient amounted to 30 per cent, in 1918 and to only one per cent, in 
1919, but this was made up for by an enhancement of 146 per cent, in 1920. 
Another bad case was one in which there was an increase of 40, 8 and 84 per 
cent, in the three years. 

To leave percentages and come to actual figures I may quote some cases 
to show the dilFerence between rents in 1917 and 1920. Firstly, I may 
mention small premises with a rental of less than Rs. 50 a month : in two 
cases a rent of Us. 16 has risen to Rs. !i2-4 and Rs. 40, res])(ictively. A rent 
of Rs. 22 has ristni to Rs. 56, of Rs. 27 to Rs. 60, of Rs. 35 to Rs. 82, and in 
two cases of Rs. 36 to Rs. 80 and Rs. 82. 

In the case of more highly renttnl houses the rent of one house has risen 
from Rs. 52 to Rs. 150 p(u* mensem. In anotlu'r case it has gone up from 
Rs. 53 to 100, and in a third cas(‘ from Rs. 70 to 225. 

Again in the cas(^ of hous(‘S at a rcmtal of mon' tlian Us. 100, the follow- 
ing enhanceiiKUits are typical — 


Kroiii Rs. 155 to Kh. 350. 

„ „ 220 „ „ 400. 

„ „ 260, Rp. 290 and Rb. 300 to Rh. 600 in all three cat'es. 


Ill yet another case where a rent of Us. 350 was paid undtu* tlin^e years’ 
lease, a rent, of Rs. 375 was demanded and agreed to last year ; the rtmt has 
now tieeii put up to Rs. 1,000. The rent of a shop which us(‘-d to he Rs. 750 
was suddi'uly raised to Rs. 2,759. T(» show what wild sj)eculation there has 
been — 0 (*rtain properly in Caleiitia was oflbrod two yvurn ago for a ))riee 
of Rs. 3,80,000, and r(‘e(‘ntly changed hands for Rs. 22 lakhs. TIh^ rapacity 
of certain landlords appears to have been further stimulattHl by the Rent 
('ommittee’s report, the publication of wliich led them to dmnand higlily 
enhaneiHl rents. In one ease, for instance, a t(‘nant received from his 
landlord, on the date on which tlu^ report was published, a notice demand-^ 
ing an increase of rent from Rs. 200 to Rs. 500 and threatening 
ejectment in case of non-eomplianc(^ The exorbitant demands of such 
landlords apply not merely to any single class of houses whether large or 
small, but both to large preunises and small ones, and to shops and offices as 
well as to residential buildings ; and’'tlie rise is not confined to any particular 
part of Calcutta, but as far as we can ascertain, it is general. 

For instaiKte, in Lower Circular Road the rent of three rooms has been 
raised from Rs. lOO to Rs. 175 ; in Elliot Road the rent of a house with seven 
rooms has been in(;reased from Rs. 220 to Rs. 400 ; in Zakaria Street the 
rent of one room was Rs. 18, il is now Rs. 35 ; in Boloram Do Street Rs. 80 was 
demanded for a house let for Rs. 40 in the year 1916, and the rents of many 
flats south of Park Street have been raised from Rs. 200 or thereabouts 
to Rs. 400. 

After careful consideration of the problem and its possible solutions we 
came to ihe conclusion that the best remedy was to proceed with a Bill on 
lines of the Bombay Rent Acts and of the Bill for the restriction of rents, irk 
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Rangoon which was passed hy tin' Burma Legislative Council at the end of 
January. We have ascertained from the Bombay Coveniment that thoir 
Acts have had an appreciable effect in checking the rise of rents in Boml)ay and 
their working had been on the whole siu^cessful. 

These Acts were of a temporary nature, but thedr benefit has hium so 
much appreciated that last year their operation was extcuitt'd for two 
years after the date of the termination of the war in response to a giMuiine and 
widespread demand that they should be continued. 1 frankly admit that a 
measure of this kind is an interforenee with private rights, hut those rights 
have been clearly aliiised in many instances, and it is the duty of (L)vern- 
ment, as guardian of tln^ public inter(‘st, to prevent private persons from 
abusing their privileges when tlndr abuse deprives tlie public ol the nettessi- 
tios of life such as houses. As I said in replying on behalf of (jovernment 
to the Hon’ hie Mr. Phelps’ resolution in September — “ In cases such as 
this it is, I conceive where profiteerin beeonn^s a general and Hagrant ahusev 
that State controPin an (Economic sphere can ht* most easily justified.” At tin* 
same time however (iovernnn*iit hiol that such a measure should In* only of 
temporary duration, and it is therefore provided that tin* Bill, whicdi 1 have* 
the honour to introduce, should In* in force for oidy thinn* ytnirs. It is hoped 
that by the (‘.xpiration of this p(‘riod conditions will havt* improved, tlie supply 
of houses will have been made (npial to the (h‘mand, tin* present slua-tage will 
havt^ disappear(*d and rents will again In^ on an (‘coiiomic basis, burther in 
or(h*r not to discourage building and private enterprist^ \V(^ have provide<l 
that th(^ A(!t with its limitations shall not apply to any 1k)iis«*s wdiich may he 
in cOurS(* of ('rection at tin* time of its commenc(*ment or which may be 
erect(id subsequently. 


I now turn to tln^ provisions of tlu* Bill. Clause* 2 of tin* Bill is proixmiul 
to apply t.o groiiinl rents as well as house* reml-s and t.o shops, stidls, (*tc., 
as Well as to re^sidential pr(*mises. It. has not b(*c*n possible* t.o bring rooms 
in liotels and boarding liouse*s within the* scope* of the* Bill. I h(*y are* l(*ll tor 
the most paid, to pe'rsons who en>mc and go, and apart Irom this, pe^ople^ pay 
not mere'ly for tlni rooms the-y occupy but also for t ln*ir food and the serviea* 

give*!! tln*m. Their case is tlicivfore* ve*ry different from that e)f ordinary 
tenants. But if it were* possible* in any way to bring theun within tln^ 
})urvie*w of the Act, I pe'rsonally wouhi welcome* it and (iove^rnmemt have* an 
e.)ptm iinml on this subj('(d> at pres(*nt. 

(dause 2{ /■) de'fine^s standard re*nl. This v^dll oreliiiarily be^ the* remt at 
which prcMiiiHCK were let <m> the 1 hI. of April. Ol!) or in (saSes wnerr fhey vv^o'e 
not let on that date! the rent at which the*y wt*rc last l(‘t bidore* tln^ J st ol 
April, 1919. Tliere^ason why this particular date is fixed is that 
Committee’s Kefiori. has sliown that it was m the se*eond part eff 191 9 auel 
in the presemt year that abnormally high re*nl8 became* common. I here had 
been considerable increases in 1!)1K and the, first, part, of Oil) hut, tlifiy 
were not so preposterous and out of reason as th.^v Is'came later. he 
selection of a particular date is necressardy a matter of some difhculty and it 
must he somewhat arbitrary, hut w have selected this d.ate as approx.mat- 
intrthe time from which conditions hcc.am<! abnormal. In <loing so we have 
endeavoured to he fair both to the landlords who have already obtained 
ccmsiderahle enhancement, and to the tenants who at that time "'ere not 
being exploited to the same extent as later in the year ll.e eff.-ct (,[ hxiiig 
the Lte will be that the landlords wdl get the same return on their '««ney 
as on the let of April, 1919, when there had been already con Bid era he 
increases of rent There are however some reasonable cxccptioiiH ntiade 
irrvZr of the Ian, fiord. Fir.t, »hor« the landlord , tare, have been 
increased ainee that date, the .landard rent may be increased 
Secondly, it may be increased on account of improvement and siructural 
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alterations made by him. Thirdly, if the rent actually paid on the Ist of 
April, 1919 was unduly low, the Controller may substitute for it a higher rent 
which however shall not be higher than th(^ highest rent paid since April 
1st, 1914. In addition to this the landlord is protected against harass- 
inent by the provision that no charge of an offence shall be brought without 
(he previous sanction o^' the Controller or after six months from the date on 
which the offence is alleged to have been committed. Clause (/) {ii) provides 
tliat in cases where premises were not lei on or before the 1st of April, 1919, 
the standard rcuit sfiall be the rent at which they were or shall be first let 
after that date. This should bo read with the last clause of the Bill about 
new houses to which 1 have already referrcHj. The effect will be that this 
provision will apply only to houses which have already been built, while 
landlords will be free to charge whatever rent tht‘y like in the case of houses 
which ar(^ now being built or may be built hereafter. 

Clause \ provides that if the rent is increased above the standard rate 
tlie excess amount shall be irrecoverable ; but tliere is tlie# important proviso 
that this shall not apply to nmt which accrued due before the commence- 
ment of tin* Act. In otiuu- words landlords will be in a position to recover 
rent from tenants for the occupation of liouses befon^ the Act comes into 
<)j)eration. Tlie idea Is that the Act shall restrict tln^ increase of rent in future 
and not have la'trospective t;ffect. In fact, tln^ d(‘sire of Covernment is not to 
have any punitive measure, but to allow past transactions to hold good. On 
this account it is not proposed to debar the recovtu'y by landlords of rent 
due up to th(‘ date of the comiiKmcernent of the Act or to allow teuumts to 
recover from landlords sums paid prior to that date. 

Clause 5 allows an increas(^ of i*eiit on account of iin])]*ovements or 
structural alt(U’ations effected by landlords and should be read vvith (daus (5 15 
under wliich the Controller may make an order increasing the rent in such 
cases by an amount not excet^ding 10 per cent, of the expenditunM*n(iurred 
by the landlords. This provision is more generous than the Rangoon Bill 
which allows a maximum of only 8 per cent. 

Clause 9 is an important f(‘ature of the Bill as it is (h'signed to prevent 
the payment ol sala'Nis. If salamis vsere not prohibited, the object of the 
Bill would i)ractically be (hdeated, as landlords unable to enhance rheir rents 
would undoubtedly recoup in this way. At the same time we have been care- 
ful to provid(' that this claus(‘ will apply only to futura* payments of salami ; 
l)aym(mts already due*, under written agreement made before the passing of 
the Act are not affecled. 

Clause 10 deals with iln^ irnportanl matter of eject ment, and I t rust it 
will be rt*alis(‘d that it givics suhstaiitial protection to the tenant. Ho is 
sav(Kl against ejectment so huig as he |)ays or is ready to pay I’ont to the 
extent allowed hy the Act and perforins the conditions of the tenain*y. He 
will not ol course be protected against his own negligoiico or misconduct if 
he makes liimself a nuisance or damages the premises. 

Clause 15 defines the powers and duties of the Controller. Here I may 
])oint out that under clause 2 the standard rate is automatically fixed and the 
Controller has power to fix the rents only in cases where there are special 
reasons justifying a variation from tlie standard rent. 

He is not to bo a final authority and is not to be allowed to exercise his 
powers without challenge, lor under clause 18 there can be a reference from 
his decisions to the Chief Judge of the Small Cause Court or to the Judge of 
such other (Jourt as the Government may direct ; the provision for a Judge 
other than the Small Cause Court Chief Judge wdll cover cases in which the 
latter has no jurisdiction. 

Before I conclude I wish to make a few observations of a candid nature 
the way of an appeal to all such MeYnbers of the Legislative Council, 
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whether European oi* Indian^ who have landed interests. In niakiiij^ this 
ppeal my »pecial qualification is that, apart from being a Member of (govern- 
lent, 1 am myself not only a landholder but a Calcutta property owner as well 
nd as such 1 have fully considered the position of the landlords in this city 
1 a measure of this nature : and in introducing it h'.el that when we take 
ito consideration the state of things in certain quarters that have btaui 
rought to light, the measure is urgently called for and deservt^s the support 
£ all rational thinking men. No civilised Government couhl aftm* llu‘se 
evelations sit still and do nothing, and thendori^ action and early action has 
;ot to be taken. 

As you know, recently, rent-paying Calcutta has botm convulsed with 
nti-landlord feelings for tin* grasjiing tactics of sonu* of tin* ])rop<*rly own(‘rs 
n the city, and inconsequence to-day the Government are faced with a problem 
vhich in duty bound they hav(^ to face and solve as satisfactorily as possible 
or all parties concerned. I should like to assure you that in ])rcHsing for tliis 
egislation Government do not wish to show any zid against the landlords 
Ls a body. Tiie main object underlying this legislation is to cn^ati* a lu^althy 
ipirit of competition for furtlun* huilding dev(dopni(‘nts and to r(‘strict rents 
intil tlie growth of Cahmtta is more assure 1 and until tliosi lainllonls wlio- 
lave in tlu'ir lust for greed inflated house rents in a most unwarrantable 
nanner realise th(‘ir inistakt^ and aecejit tin* prin(uph^ that, wlnlst it is really 
vicked to put up rents in the exorbitant way that they have done wlnm biiild- 
ng accommodation is limited, the principh* of building more and distributing 
he increase of rents over a larger number of boldings is not only legitimate 
)ut a commendable one. 

I hav(* trifid my best from tin* point of view of fali‘n(*ss to tln^ (Jalcutta 
andlords to inclndti in the Hill safeguards to tlnur l(*.gitiniatti prlvileg(*H. and 
t is quite possilile that in (lis(*ussions in tin* S(*hH;t (y()mmitt(*e or in this 
domicil Iniriiafter, any such provisions that we may have ovt‘rbK)ked or wliieh 
ire at t he present moment in the Hill, may citln‘V have to he ins(*rted or nnxii- 
ied, provided tlni demands wen* both logif^al and reasonable and provided 
:)etwtien this day and that on vvbicli tin* Hill will couk* up for final discussion 
n this (Jouncil for being pass(‘d into law profit(*(‘ring (»r rack-renting to such 
in (ixtent is not indulged in as to force the hands of (iov(u*nment to with- 
Iraw the safeguards for landlords which, in good faith, tln\v have already 
inserted in the draft ihll. 

1 should like the landlords of Calcutta and (*veii tlios(^ oulsid(^ it to bear 
in mind that we are living at a tinn* of world-vvid(‘ unro.st. Oin^ has only got 
to s(*e around fo discover for oneself the mighty war of 8up(»ly vrrms Dtmiand. 
Capital Labour that is raging ev«‘rywin‘rr. It would, lln-rcfoir. he to 

the n^al interests of landlords to consider V(*ry carefully their attitude^ 
towards this Hill. On tlnnn would He a graver responsibility t han on Goveni- 
mont if the Hill by anv chance got wrecked. If, however, they are giishid 
by a spirit of reasonabh'ness then it is a golden opportunity for tlH*m to show 
that they are not altoget her sedhsh, that tlu‘ir motto is lo livi^ and let Hv(? 
and that the gentlemen, who represent the landlords' interests in this 
Council, really mean I o assist Government in pushing lliroiigh a measure 
which cannot any longer be delayed. Let it hr* a fair show ioi all, and let 
it not be, as it unfortunately in some instanc(!H has hooomo,<]u<. to the grasping 
nature of a particular coterie of nn n. a savage grim conspnacy of [)lun<h^r. 

We have arrived at an age of assertion wlu-n even amongst tlie lowest 

strata of human society there are pcrceptihle rumh ings of upheaval an. an 

awakening among the humhlest wliicli cannot he lulled hack to sl.-ep. riiose, 
therefore, in authority, in power or in possession of wealth ami riches, have 
got to realise that in imbibing th.- spirit of tolerance alorm lies safety for 
that is the cry of the hour of the day, of the age wlnlst intolerance can but 

lead to disaster. 
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I, tlu*roforo, with all the emphasis 1 can eommaml, appeal to all in 
tli(^ Council posscBsin^^ landed interests to weigh the matter very carefully 
in your minds and to lend us your support and use your great influence with 
those outside in getting for your city an Acjt whicdi is after all going to be a 
temporary measure, but which is full of great potentialities for the future 
development of residential Cahmtta. ” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEMS Nos. 6 AND 6A. 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved that 

the Bill Ihj rebuTod to a Select ('ominittai^ consisting of the Hon’bh' 
Mr. O’Malley, tlui lion’ble Mr. G. N. Uoy, the Ilon’ble Mr. Payne, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Goode, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter, the llon’ble Rai Radhr 
Charan Pal Bahadur, th(^ Hon’ble Mr. Watson-Smyth, the Hon’ble Mr. Ashra? 
Ali Khan (fliaudhuri, th(‘ Hon’[>le Babu Surendra Nath Ray and the mover 
with instructions to submit tluur r(^])ort in lime for its circulation to members 
•on tlu‘ 22nd March, H)2(). 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved by way o 
:amendment to the motion of the Hon’l)le the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur o 
Burdwan ( Item No. 6 of the List of Busiiu^ss), that the (kilcutta Rent Bill 
1920, be circulated for the purpos(‘ of (diciling opinion tln'reon. 


He said : — 

“My [jord, this Bill was cirimlated about a w(*,ek ago, and 1 may sa 
it has hardly been e.Yamined by th(‘ public at large. I tliink it will b 
admitted that all sections of the community, whetluu- Ixdonging to tli(‘ land 
•owning class or belonging to the class of tenants, are practically unanimousl 
of opinion that the Bill has not b(‘en thoroughly examined by them, that i 
lias been only recently published in the newspapers, and that the provision 
of tlie Bill are now engaging the attention of the public and observations an 
opinions are gradually forthcoming. It is, therefore^, necessary that such a 
important measure should be fully' discussed by tlu^ public, and that 
reasonabh‘ time should be givim to them to exi^ri'ss tluur opinions on th 
sev(‘ral provisions of it. My Lord, before this measuri^ was intiHxlu(‘ed, th 
Council, on the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Pludps, agriMnl to a projiosal tin 
a Rent. Committee be a])jH)inted to enquire into tlu‘ vvhoh* question, and t 
report, if necessary, what steps should bi‘ taken to control the abnormal rii 
of rents in ('alcutta. That (hunmittee consisted of 14 members, out < 
which I find that 9 were Europeans and 5 Indians. Out of these 5, thri 
of them, the Hon’ble Raja Reshee Case Laha, Mr. Abdur Raheem and Bal 
Ram Deo Chokhani, may bo called as ropn'senting or coming from the laiK 
owning class. It will, therefore, be seen that the (Committee was not, as h: 
been erroneously supposed, dominated by the land-owning elemenr. 
was a Committee in which, I may be permitted to say, the land-owning eleme 
was in a very small minority. That (committee, as has been fully describe 
by the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, went thoroughly in 
the matter ; they issued about 1,000 notices to ascertain the rents that hi 
prevailed in Calcutta from tin' yeai* 1915 to the year 1919. It is stated 
the report that only 250 or 260 residents responded to that notice — and 
appeared to- the Committee that there was an abnormal rise of rents in t 
southern and commercial ])arts of the city, that is, in the quarter south of Pa 
Street, and also in some quarters where the Anglo-Indian community 
ilomiciled. It has also boon stated that no information has Leeft forthcomi 
as regards an increase of rents in other parts of the town. My Lord, if 
were to take the statistics of houses in Calcutta under consideration, I ni 
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«tate Cor tlie information of the (^mneil that oui of 36,0(i() houses in 
Calcutta, Uiere an^ 15,000 liouses used hy tlu* owners for their n'sidi'utial 
purposes, 17,000 are let out to tenants for residential purposes, and alxiut 5,000 
or a little more for commercial trading and for slumps and godowns It \vill 
be seen, therefore, that out of l7,t)(H) houses (I take first the tenanted 
houses) the figures that have now been plaee<l l)efor(‘ the Council hy the 
Hon’bh‘ Maharaj^a, perhaps only a fraction of these houses could justly be 
calculated as having been subjected to extortionate incnuise of rent." As 
regards the commercial and trading places, 1 do not know what pt'rcentagc t)f 
that number is really covered by the statistics now ])la(‘iHl Indoi'e tln^ t'ouiuul 
by the Hon’ble the Maharaja. It is ratlicr unfortuuat(‘ that tin'se statistics 
were not given in the report of tlie Calcutta Kent (h)mmitt(o, lK‘cause w(‘ 
should have then been in a bettm- ])osition to examini' tln^s(‘ casi's. and to 
know vvlien'and to what extent and for what n^ason tlu‘ rents liaii htMui mcn*as- 
ed in those places. At the same time, my Lord, I donot at all sympathisi- with 
those landlords who have becm extortionate in tlu-ir demands’ and who hnvi* 
so unreasonably enhanced th(‘ rents without any legit imatt* ground, d'ln^ 
case in Lolaram ])e iStreet mentioiKMl by th(‘ Hon’bh* Mtmdan- in (diargi* 
is the only (;ase in th(‘ nnrtlnn'n ])arl of tlu' town. My Lord, the (^mtral 
Avtmue passed through the Innirl of Lolaram Dt* Street, and 1 do not know 
wheihiu- this houst' is situated ]](^ar the (k-ntral Avmiin* or not wht'i*e lands, 
which \vma‘ acquinsl at Us. ibOOO to a cottah, iiavi* Ix^en sold I,/ 

the Improveimmt Trust at from Us. to Us. 8,00 i a cottah, ami I think 

there must la* some legitimate ground for tln^ increase of rent of that 
particular lioiisi* in that Oxadity. TIh'U as rt'gards Za(‘karia St,rt*et. 
this street is now changed b(‘yond re(;ognition by the operations of the Im- 
provem(‘nt Trust. Land here was acquired at Us. 2,000 to Us. 5,000 a cottah 
by the Iin|)roveinent Trust and sold by tlnun at a minimum of Us. 10,0(0 a 
(S)tt ah and a maximum of Us. 20,000 a cottah. It sia-ins, th(‘refore, t hat t.h(*n' 
was some ground for t he incn'.ase of rent in that l(K*ality too. I may say, 
my Lord, that the operations of the Improvement Trust hav(' bi'cn t.o a 
larg(‘ (^,xt(‘nt responsible for tin* high pri(‘e of land and th(' conse(|Uimt 
increast* ot rent in the city. I spt^ak Irom jx'rsonal knowledgi* and as a 
iiKunber of th(^ I mpro\(‘menl Trust. I am also a propc‘rty owina- on a 
small scab'. 1 know of a cast* in which a house was ac(juired by the 
lmproV(*ment d’rust for Us. 10,000 and tin* exem])tion b*(* demanded from the 
owiuu’ was Us. 12,000. Tln‘ owner was a j;oor boy and he (tould not j)ay 
that eX(unption fee without raising tin* rent, of his housi*. In many such 
cas(;s, h(.)use-n‘nt has lM*en incr(*ased and thos(* increasi's ha\o* be(‘ai tak(‘n 
exception to. What could such poor men do; they art* not big landlords 
likt; the Maharaja Bahadur; tlH‘y travt*l in tram-cars and caimot afford to 
drive in motor-cars. My Lord, in this country p( oph* are so mmdi attaiduKl 
to their own holdings t hat th(.*y do not willingly trade ujion tJieir Iiouhi^h in 
ord(‘r to make money. 1 regret v(‘rv much, niy Lord, that the statistaCs of 
increased hous(‘-rent liavi' not inien taken by the House lb*nt ( h)mmitt(a*. 
If they Were taken it would liav(* been found that it is the tradition of tin* 
country tor even p(K)r people to stick to their anc(*,stral holding. A large 
number of them, with an income of Us. 150 or Us. 200 (u* at most Us. 500 
a month, live in the northern part of the town and the economic distress has 
affected them also. I know of hundreds of such cases. I know of a (tase in 
which a man’s income was Us. 500 a month and with his life’s savings he 
built a house. After he died his family heeaine entirely dejxmdent on tin* 
income of that house. Now, if tiie rent of that house is increased a little l)it 
owing to economic causes, would it not lx; fair? The standard rent might 
have been Rs. 30 or Rs. 40, but could ii not l)e raised to Rs. 50 or Rs. 60? 
Would this be a dire offeiici* ? Then* are landlords and landlonls, as there 
are tenants and tenants, and Goveinment has now come to tln^ help of the 
tenant by belabouring the landlord. I am sun* they will have the sympathy 
of all impartial men. I am not speaking as a landlord but I feel for the 
so-called poor landlord. What will be their condition under this Act? They 
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are nol, vociferous, and they cannot Tiiey want to ]iv(‘ under the 

protection of tljt^ liritinh Govcniment and they do not want to be starved out 
in tlieH(‘ days of economic distress, liut 1 may say candidly that there 
section of landlords who sqiL(*ez(^ the tenants, but because of tiiese few, why 
should you punisli the entire body of landlords? There are refractory 
tenants too. but in a case in which a tenant comes and offers Rs. 1,200 for a 
houst* whi(di was ordinarily let at Rs. 400, knowing full well that he could 
afford to ])ay owing to iiHu-eaf-ed business which In* anticipates, why should a 
landloul br |jrovtmted from acjcepting the offer ? It is a fn^e offer mad(* by 
the tenant, why should the Government conn^ foi'vsard and say, ‘ You must not 
acc(j) t it, and that you must h't out the house at Rs. 100.’ 1 think these 

matters ought to be mon^ fully considen‘d. Whatever the Hori’ble Member 
in Charge might say, I am sure in liis heart of hearts lie fec'ls that he will 
himsidf find tlu'Se diiiiciilties as a landlord. There are many other points 
whi(di re(]uire lo fully (‘xamined. 1 do not oppose any legislation 
to control tln^ exorbitant and unreasonable increase in house-rent, but 
why ](^gislat(' for all (tases ? My hon’bh^ frituuJ Mr. Ph(d[)s hiuiseU did not 
suggest any legislation in the House Ibmt Committee. I therefort? suluniT, 
my liord, that at hxist a reasonabh*, time should be given to the public to 
(‘Xprc'ss an ojiinion (»n the Rill. Tht^re is another point to which 1 want to 
refer Ixffon^ I sit down. It is the qiu'stion of salaitii. I find that salami is 
prohil)it(‘(l in tin' Rill and is practically made penal. You have ruled India 
for a ct'iitury and-a-half, and in this country you respect traditions and 
customs. Salami is an ol(l-(‘stablished custom in the country. The Ilon’ble 
Meml)(*i’ in (diarg(' cannot dfuiy this, and I beli(‘V(‘ it is also practistxl in his 
Raj ; it is ])r(*val(‘ut evm-yvvhen*, and 1 may say that that custom is 
prevahuit in the (hdcutta Corporation too. 


T(uiaiits th{M’(‘ come forward and gladly pay salamis of JVom Rs. 5,000 to 
Rs. 20,000. Wdiy do th(‘y iiay it? It is because they know^ tliat they will be 
Filde to ])ay it out of tlnu’r busin(\ss. Why do you not exempt commercial 
liousi^s and godowns, etc., from this .su/a/w/-system ? They are rent(‘d for 
business purposi's, ami you are only going to control the landlords. Is that 
iustice, my Lord ? Th(U’(‘ is another point. Practically the Transfer of Pro- 

perty Act. the Presidency Small Cause fk^urt Act and the Contract Act wliicli 
wer(' enacted for the good of tlu' people are going bt' set aside. If such 
Acts ar(‘ going to bo S(^t asidt* what will be th(‘ state of things ? If such 
Acis could be s(‘,t at naught by a fiat from the Government it will not improve 
the state of things. Wlnua^ will be the security of our property under the 
[5ritish R ij ? It may Ix' said that it would benefit the people, but I must say 
hat it will iienelit only one section, those who are not landlords and also the 
European eonimunity. My Lord, tin* House Rent Committee was appointed to 
‘mpiin* into this matter. Governnumt themselves appointed that Committee. 
It consisted of nine Enropean members and only a few landlords, and you now 
lo’ow their ro|)oi*t in the Avastepaper basket, altbougli they said that legisla- 
-ion on th('S(' lines was ]iot desiralde or practicable. There Avas of course a 
neetiug in tli(‘ Town Hall jirotestiiig against the report. Thori? have been 
nauy siudi meetings in (kaleutta and that should not have scared 
^overnimmt. Lot Gov(M’nm(mt keep an o[H 3U mind in the matter and 
)roeeed on rixasonable lines. 

With thesi' observations T ])ut my motion before the Council for con- 
ideration.” 

he Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

‘*My Lord, I welcome this Bill but T have to offer a few suggestions on 
he principles which have been enunciated in it. It cannot be denied that the 
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tenants o£ tlie Calcutta houst^s ar»^ now required to pay exorbitant, «^xc‘(‘ssivt‘ 
and extraordinary rents ; it cannot l)(> ilenunl that tliore is a strong feeling in 
Calcutta that some measure ought to be taken in order to alh'viati* their 
suflforinga ; it cannot be demied that there is less ac'comnio.lation in (kilcutta 
for the occupation of tlie tenants. Wliatever may be the causes tlnoe is a 
loud demand for some measure for the protection of these pi‘oph‘. TIumc 
is no doubt that the Improvement Trust ’s largerly responsible for this slate 
of things, as that body sold lands at exorbitant prices, but that is not t lu' 
question at issue before the Council. The question btdore the (hmneil is 
what measure ought to be taken in t>rder to alleviate th(^ suffering of tht*se 
people. The Bill, as has been drafted, shows that somt^ principh*s liave beim 
adopted which are open to criticism. I fully sympathist^ with tbosi' people 
who ask (Government to franui an Act which is suitabh^ under tlu‘ ]n*esent 
circumstances. The action of those landlords who ia‘alis(‘ t‘xet‘ssi\a' rents is 
not only open to severe (uatleism but to strong (aauhMmiation, bul niert^ 
expressions of opinion are of no avail. Tin* real fact is how is the relied' to 
1)0 given. 


Now taking th(‘ Bill as it is, ^ thi^ first j)rineiph* is what should bi‘ (con- 
sidered as the standard nmt. Tin* Bill suggests that the date Isl April, Ittlll 
should be taken as tlie conventional y<*ar. Now from iIh' facU.s and figiirt's 
which hav(^ been supplied to tlie (a>uneil by tin* llon’bh' Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan it appears that tin* y(‘ar 1919 was eonsi(h‘r(*d a suitable* 
year. I suppose this is o[)(m to obj(*ctioii and it ought to bt* (‘,onsi(h*red 
not only by the Council but also by tin* S(dect ('ommittiM*. May I liunibly 
suggest that a certain reasonabb^ ))ercentago ought to lx* allowaul on tin* 
valuation of the bouses? That may be considered as the standard rent and 
if it meets vvitli the approval of tin* puhlie and of tln^ ni(‘mh(n*K of tin* 
Council and of the S(d(*(;t ( /ominitt(*e jirohuhly all furtlnn* discussions will h * 
greatly shortem^d. 


Tln*r(* is anotln*a* principle which 1 find m tin* Bdl which lays down in 
clear terms that it shall not bt* lawful for the lamllord to take any iiiviniurn 
in addition to the ri'iit. ily Lord, t his is tln^ langiiago ol t in* Bombay A(U,, 
hut this A(Jt, I may point out, is im^oiisist (*nt with the p!-o\ isions ol I he 
Transfer of Pr()p(U-ty Act. I mean section 108 j’). That s(M‘tion allows a 
bonus or preiniuni to \)o aecept(*(l and t ho languag(' is eh*ar tliat the h5SH(u* ns 
hound to pa\' tln^ premium. Now il this law* is put into iortn* it- wilL in ni\ 
humhle ()})iinon, hi* inconsistent with tin* provisions of tin*- 'rraiisler of Bro})erty 
Act of tdie Indian Legislat ure. Cons(^(]uent ly it is a iriatte.i’ ol impoitanci; 
whether this principle is to he adopt(Ml in clause 9 ol tin* Bill. I do not find t he 
openine* words of tin* clause ** Notwnthstandiiig tin* orovisious of tln^ I rausf*)r 
of Property Act or of the Coniract Law Tlieic is a total omission of iliis 
in tlie clause which lavs down only that it shall not he lawful lor any person 
in consideration ol tlm grant of renewal or continuance of a tenancy of any 
premises to require the payment of any fine, premium or any fOier lik.* sum 
in addition to tin; rent. The Stamp Law. the (Contract Law ami otln-r cf>gnale 
laws allow the payment of salami and constMiuontly it is a ma'tcw for con- 
sideration whether the lamllords will he prolnhited to a<;c.;pt Wnwi-s Iroin 


the tenants who are willing to pay them. 

Then there is another principle to be considered. Although it is said 
that the Bill has no retrospective effect I find that m clauso H 'li« 
and judgment of Civil Courts are to he interfered with 1 his. I sulmiil, is 
clear from the provisions of clause 11 whicl. state- \\ hen any order or decree 
of the kind mentioned in section 10. sub-sect.on (f) has I.een made but nut 
executed before the date of the comniencoment of this Act the Court h.y 
which the order was made ma.v. if it i« .f opmmn that the oiXer or decree 
would not have been made if this Act had been in operation at the date of the 
faking of the order, rescind or vary the order in such manner as the Court 
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may think fit, for the piirpoHO of givingoffoct to tliifi Act.’ My Lord, J think 
this is an undue interforcnco with tJie provisions of law which are in force. 

Turning again to another prin(n])le I tliink that clause \b(d) should not 
l)(‘ ac(a‘pt(Ml by the Louiudl. Then there is tlie pr(x*edure of appointing a 
Control l(;r and reier{m(;e to the Small Cause C’ourt Judge at Calcutta. We 
are quite familiar with the proce(‘dings under the Land Acquisition Act, 
whert‘- an inquiry is made liy a Collector, authority being given to tin; liti- 
gants to go up to tin; (hvil (Jourt for a final decision. IJiis, I believ(\ is a 
procculure which is ddatory in its nature and ought not to be accepted. I 
would ratlier wish tliat the Controller in making an inquiry in this matter be 
guided by a jury of (expert assessors, and if we are to leave the matter for 
decision ln;reaft(;r in th(‘ Civil Court again then the inal-tm* demands 
furtlun- eonsid(;ration. 1 do not apj)rov(} of the way in whicdi double 
ndeiamces or double inquiri(;s are to b(‘ niade because in matters like 
this vv(‘ should not allow a crop of cases to be instituted in Calcutta for 
the d(;cision of a V(‘ry simple* point. There an* various matters which require 
considt;ration and I am suia* the Select Committee will take notice* of them. 
But 1 am afraid this Act will be a dead lett(*r unless the principles put for- 
ward ari; i-(‘Considered by the S(‘lect. Committee or by tin; (k)uncil. My Lord, 
th(‘re is a (h;arth of housi; accommodation in Calcutta, and unless sutficient 
at;coinmodal ion is provid(*d for what, is the use of a law like* this? 1 submit 
it is tin; duty of (Tovernnnmt under tin; pit‘sent situation to provide sufficient 
a(;commodatioi». I h(;ar that private companies are floated or are being 
floated for tin' j)Urpos(* of securing accommodation. It is a good news, no 
doubt, but at, tin* same time it is tin; paramount duty of (Tovernnu*nl to take 
up this matt(‘i'. 


Tin* provision in clause 21 is a V(;ry healthy jirovision, wiiicli is that 
t his Act will not apply to buildings (*r(*ct(*d after or in course of erection at 
tin; coinnn‘nc(;ment of t In* Act. lam t*ntirely in favour of an Act being 
passed at jiresent. I know tin; State has authority to interfen*, but there 
must be a r(;asonabl(* jirocedun* to adofit. Tln*so ari* tin* rea^ons which l(*d 
nu* to discuss tlu* principh;s of tin* Bill. Many ])(*ople of (Calcutta ari* cart;- 
fully watching the proc(*edings of the Ihmgal Legislativt; Council mef'ling 
to-day, and when I was coming to the Council many w(*re inquiring what 
wt*r(; my vitovs in t his connection. My Lord, it is necessary tiiat Your 
Excellency’s Ciovernnu*nt should (*xercise tin* authority vested in them in 
such manner. After listening to t in* lucid speech of the Hon’ble Maharaja- 
dhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan and tin; ('loquent ajijieal which he has made to 
tin; landloi'ds it is tin* duty of tin* landlords to make some sacrifices because 
unh*ss Ihi; ti'iiants are happy and content(‘d the position of the landlords will 
not be s(;(;ure.” 

The Hon’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem said 

‘‘ J\ly Ijord, 1 have not got much to say on this I'xcept that 1 oppose the 
ann;ndnu*nt of tin* llon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. He began by 
saying that In* do(*s not olqh'ct to any legislation of a reasonable character 
and he doi;s not sympathise with t hose landlords who want to squeezi; out 
money from the tenants. But in his whole speech, if I followed him aright, 
he has delend(;d those very landlorils. The Bill does not propose to do any- 
thing which will bt; very harsh on those landlords who are reasonable and 
who are not trying to get as much money as they can from the pockets of 
their tenants or to oppn'ss their unfortunate tenants, and the landlords have 
no gri(*vance in the matter because they could not get an abler and more 
zealous advocate of their interest than in the person of the Hon’ble Member 
in Charge of the Bill hinis(;lf. Besides, this measure is an emergency 
measure and it would seJ'Ve no useful purpose to delay its passing into a 
legislative Act. The result of this aiiieudiiient would be to postpone the* 
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roiisidorat'ioii of this measure tins session and to let it ecuni* in the autumn 
session and that would iiol he dcsirabh*. I think the public* opinion had 
already been expressecl lon^ before this measure was eon! emplated and 
laiblished for general information. The people* of all sc'etions of t he eommu- 
nity, landlords and tenants, have all asked for a leu’islativt' im^asun* in this 
matter. Refercnice has hmm made to tin* report of the Rent Coninilttee, but 
unfortunately that report has been adv(‘rst*ly eritieis(*d by tin* pri‘ss as well 
as by public btKlies and individuals, and as far as I have Ixa'u able to stv, no 
one has yet come forward to stand in (h‘fenee of the n'])()rl of the Kent 
(Jonimittee. This is an emergency measure and it ought to be ])assi‘d as soon 
as practicable, and therefore I think the motion as it stands sluiuld bi* 
opposed. 

I would make only one further suggestion in this connection. 'Flic 
tenants of (Jalentta are to a large c‘xtent iml(‘bted to Mr. Pht‘l!)s for bihiig tin* 
first Mcmiber of this Council to bring tlic^ niatt(*r to tin* notict* of Cov(*rmni'nt. 
It would be a great advantage if Mr. Ph(‘lps could bt* im luded in tin* Select 
(i!ommittee.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha said 

‘‘ iMy Lord, 1 have much {ih^asun* in W(*lcoming the ( hilciiti a Ibuil Rill. 
Such a measure was most urgimtly nec‘ded to bring relief to tin* 
thousands of [H'rsons who live in r(‘ntt*d houscis from tin* rack-n'iiting of a 
most, oppi'essive nature* that has been bc*gun ol latt* by tin* majority of 
landlords of (hdcutta. Various rcaisons have* bc*('n j)iit forward supporting 
tin*. ])res(*nt alinormal rises in rents, but 1 eonsidei* that, almnst all of them an* 
unsound. The r(*nts have been forc(‘d u]) art ifi(*ial]y, in many (;as(*s l)(*ing 
the (*ons(^quencu* of speculations and in ol.hei-s for the sak(* of sh('t*r prohtt*(?r- 
ing. It has bi'conn* absolut(*ly impossible* for j)(*rsons of mod(*rate unmans l-o 
live* in (.’aleiitta. lloiisi'S are a n(‘(‘c;ssity of life and tin* (io\a*rnmenl is (juitr 
justiht‘d in stc'pping in t.o control rmits. 1 am sun* no oin* wants that, 
lamllords shall not recc'lve a fair return on tln'ir investments in hoiia jidv 
caises, but no symj.)at hy can go out to thost* amongst them who have b(*(‘n led 
to invest jiui’i'ly for spi'culativc* jiurj^osi^s. Tlu‘y undei’look the risks attendant 
upon such transactions and thi‘y must, not complain if tla'y are laiuh'd in loss. 
Tin* Rill as it has been draft(‘d has h‘ft many hK)pholes lor iinsc.ripailous 
landlords to evade coiit rob and I trust the Sele(*t fhanmittec* will make it a 
])oint t.o S(‘t right such dc'fects.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray said .— 

‘‘My Lord, I am suia* the pn^sont ineasina* will (constitute* an important 
landmark in the history of h^gislation in this Provincfe However niuch opinion 
may differ as to the merits of its provisions, when th(*y are (*xamin(*d in de tail 
even the worst, em*my of tln^ Rill will have to admit that it marks a new 
avvak(^ning of the h*igisiat.ivc^ conscience of th(* (lovernment ol this (lonntry 
a departure from ag(‘-old notions and cherished economic dogma.s that proviul 
iin workable^ in practice and had to lx* thrown to the woiids hy Lurojx* during 
the recent war. A great ciiange has l)(*(‘n Imnight ahout in our (.-onccplions 
about tin; duties of the 8lat(* towards the imlividual. Kv(*ry imnnlx^r of 
society has to be helped to secun* the minimum human requirf3inentH, and 
exploitation of tin* ] 3 (*o]»h* s needs has to lx* })enalis(xl. 1 hat is now the ruling 
idea of the civilis(*d world. The question of high rents is only a small phase, 
of a lar^^'^e prohh'iii that a\vaits solut.ion at the hands ol th(^ Cov(*inm(mt 
And permit me to liope that the pres(‘nt Rill is only the heginning of a serum 
of beneficent legislation that will enable the people to supf)ort (‘xisUmce during 
the present economic crisis, and will confound the profitf*er whenever he may 
b be found. I welcome the Rill on another ground as well. It gives iis a 
’ ** • " ’ 1 political parties will be formed not on artificial 
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iiH at present hut on definite issues inv’olved in the problems of 
practical administration as they turn up. A [/articular section of the 
Nationalist party is oft(‘n roproS(3nted as pledged to op})ose (Miverninent in 
season and out of season — a description which I need hardly jK)int out has 
been proved to lie false to-day. What is more tlie Hon’ble Mr. Watson- 
Smyth will find that the liand of fellowship that was stretched by him only 
tlie other day to a particular political party will miss its accustomed gidp on 
this occasion. It will perhaps be a surprise to many in th(' Council to know 
that one of the points of view from which the Hill is opposed in certain 
quartm-s, where th^ cult of co-o{)eration holds sway, is that the m(*asure would 
ultimat(dy lamefit the Kuropt ans more than the Indians, the idea evidently 
being that the Indian landlord should be left free to ndievc* th(.‘ European 
tenant of his HUj)orfluous cash. I feel that war-time wealth should be very 
heavily taxed whetlnn* in the hands of the Euroj)ean or of tlie Indian, but 
every pice that should or can he legitimately raised by taxation should come 
into tlie cofi\;r of the State and not into the long purse of the landlord. 
Though I support tlu^ principh^ underlying thi^ Hill, I am not blind to its 
def(‘cts. I cannot but observi^ that it does not provide more than a mere 
palliative of the diseast^ that l/alcutta is suffering from. Indi'ed. it does not 
aim at anything more than that. The radical remedy li(‘s in an expansion of 
(dieap housing accommodation which will possibly In? discouraged to some 
ext(mt by the n^strictivu* operation of tln^ Act. Tnh'ss (Government desire to 
seek the measure deleat its own object, they should take definite action to 
secure imrm^diate devidopinent of tin* suburban areas. The State should 
make its mind and (diemd'ully shoulder its obligation in this matter by 
founding garden citii^s, either through its own exertions or by subsidising 
private' enterpriser Half nieasun^s cannot lead to any lasting beneht.’' 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ui-Haq said 

“ My Lord, I b(‘g to support this motion for nd’erring the Hill to Select 
Committee and cons(*(juently I oppos(‘ th(‘ amendment moved by the Hon’ble 
llai Uadlia Charan Pul Hahadur. Having regard to the fact that so much 
has b(‘(Ui said aln^ady, I do not Avish to detain lln^ Council by making a long 
spe(‘ch. but 1 wish to say a word or two in answ('r to ciuMain observations 
made by the Hai Hahadur. My frumd has said that in many cases although 
it, may b(' considin-ed that fancy rents havi‘ been demanded the tenants have 
[laid (juite willingly. My Lord, this nuninds me of a litth' story which with 
Your Excolhmey’s pcnmiission I would like to i-e[)eat to tdiis Council. A 
(•(‘rtaiii man was btdng prosecut('d for having committed a highway robbery. 
In answer to tin* Magistrate who asked whether he pleade.d guilty or not, 
the accused said : ‘ I am not guilty. 1 did nothing, f certaiidy had a pistol 
in my hand and I only said '‘stand anddeliviu*” and tlii* gian willingly 
poured out tin* contents of his purse. So 1 submit, Sir, tlnu’e was no highway 
robb(‘ry, and therefore it was no offencir' 1 wish to remind my friend that 
when he said that the tenants [laid willingly they did so like the poor viidim 
of the highway robbery who jiounMl out. (he contents of his pocket simply 
becaus(' a pistol was levelled at his head. 

My Lord, it has been said that this piece of legislation really wants to 
contravem* all existing legislation such as the (hmtract Act, the Presidency 
Small Cause Court and the Propt'rty Act. It is nothing of (he kind because 
the condition of things prevailing in Calcutta at the ])rC8ent moment is 
practically a negation of the existence of these Acts and, therefore, this 
present legislation has been called for, and for this reason Government have 
been forced to intervene and undertake legi.slation. 

* 

As regards the amendment, if this is accepted it will simply mean that 
the piece of legislation which ought to have come much earlier wdll be poet- 



The Calcutta Bent Bill. 


261 


Rai D. C. Chase Bahadur. 


ed for some timt* more. It is :i measure wliioli was long overdue' and 
eernmeut cannot do l)etter tlian to proeei'ei wiili it as t'X|H'ditiotisly as 
dlde.” 


I Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said 

■■ My Ijord, I must cougral ulat.e llie H.in’lde tlie Maharajadlnraja lialiadur 
durdvvan on his admiraldy speech of this morning, ami if I had not some 
■erso views upon the matter I should have surremlere 1 inys df to iii.s 
ginent. Permit me, my Lord, to say that it is a great ad vani age I o t he 
vernment that a man in the position of tlie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
rdwan, who owns very large house property in liie city of I'aleutta, 
Hild pilot the Bill on tile present occasion. 1 should not like to say that 
im opposed to a Bill which aims at protecting people who are oppressed 
their landlords — this is a Bill which on humanitarian grounds should have 
• support. But 1 would like to point out that during the last two years 
,en appeals were mad.' to Your Kxeelleney’s (iovernm.'iit to take action lo 
ieve the p.iorer section of the community who were siillenng Ironi ext rein.' 
itress on account of ih.- scarcity ami high <-ost of cloth v.'iy little was 

no. I do not mean to say that the Government were really si ony-heart.'.l, 

cause 1 holievo that the B'engal Government did their lu'sl to do soiimlhing 
,1 h. .lireetion of relief, but they wre houml to iolh.w the policy ..1 
Imperial Government. It is true the 1mi>erial Gov.'rnment pass.G a 
aiidard ('loth Act. but it was left to the local G..v.‘rnni.'nts to ext.'u.i its 
erati.in anywher.' tlu'y please.l. This Act was iiitr.Hluced in Bihar, but 
t in the pnivince of B.'iigal. I .lo not know ..n whos.' a.lvi, .' the ( o.v.n-.i- 
'nt of B.'iigal thought it b..st m.l to make the (.doth A.'t op.'ralive lu'C. It 
a v.'i-v sad thing that tlmiigh 40 millions ol p.-opl.' who are p.ior be.y.m 
n<.,.i.ti..n .lid n..t g.'i any h.'li., the .da.m.ur ..fa se.'li.... ..I th.' p.'.-l-l.' .'1 
ilcutta has suceee.le.l in g.-ltiiig I h.' Govurnm.'iit ..1 B.'i.gal 
rth.'ir prot,'cti..n ami reli.'f. Thai is a v.-ry sad .•omm.'iitaiy No .l..un 
, ,i.,,..;nment of Bengal has a fiver han.l in a 'I’', ' ''V : 

, probablv in giving r.di.'f in th.' matter ol cloth .listivss to I h. p-oph 
the wlmie pn.vinc.' I can ..nly imagine that at Last one ..I idm ivasons 
his is that tlmse wlm hav.' clamouiv.l in the pivsent mstane.- aiv m the 
.ighh..urhoo.l of Government Hous.- ami th.-y can make 
,nu' .'Xlent. W. ll, wv ha.l a very novel sugg.'sli..n at th.. hist • ' " 

nelimr hv nmiv than speak.'i , t hat th.-re slu.uhl be si nk, -s ami ^ 

nant class slmubl refuse to pay rent, ami that th.'y shouhl als.. siisp.'iid l-a, mg 

o'.™Nnor"' llHfrah'i'Sn IhThh,;'' J lohr. f.l, I 

I'uBh., wi.c, "1,|'X,T, .ir,™ u ul l-ls":,',, 

o,- w..,. 

iimcin .Hid matter whether you (•ontravene the provi- 

rere.a y amlT^^^^^ Act ... the 'rraiisf...- of Pr..p.'rty Act ..r the Pr.'si.ien.'y 

m-dl Ca is.' (Lurt Act. V..ur .luty is j.lain ; you have to help the ..pi.iyss. .1. 
mall L - b.jgl.. of the Transfer ol Property Act com.;s l.efoic 

ou'^‘'Viobabiy the llon’ble M.'inb.'r ILai Bahadur Mohen.lra Chandra Mitra 
t|- the state .if things which existed some t.me before the 

rctmenf S th, G.nernment S India Act of P.IlL Befoiv that ,t 

"ouW mit l av. been po.ssible for a Provincial Legislalur.' ty do anything 
ganst t provisions ^.f a m.'asure passed by the 

if India Now bv a certain provision of the Government of In.lia 
fet of pi 15 this Council can pass an enactment which is m conOiet witli 
in enactment of a sui.erior legislature, and therefore there is no difficulty 
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ill that way. But ilie Bill, aH it lias been dral'tod, would (uiablo 
wealthy persons, persons in the position of the Hon’ hie Mr. Watson-Sinytli 
for example, or like the non’hlo Sir Henry Wheeler or the Hon’ble 
Mr. Gumming, to avail themselves of the provisions of the present legislalive 
measure. Formerly the stately houses in Russell Stre(^t or in Cliowringliee 
Road used to be oecmpiod l)y gentlemen in their position as single tenants for 
ihe whole house. Now they are let out in Hats, and it is not an unusual thing 
for a Member of Council to (X^cupy one flat, nor for merchant princes to 
oceujiy a few rooms in a house. Of course the cause ol this is economic, the 
rupee has gone; down, and salaries whiidi were fixed many years ago according 
to old standards an^ now found to be insufficient. But it would be a very 
undesirable thing that this measure which is intended to ndieve the poor 
sliould also give relief to num in afHinmt circumstances. Government ought 
not to do it. It has already been pointcul out that a house owner has his 
difficulties. There is therlsc^ in the ])rice of land, building material and labour. 
These things have got to be taken into consideration when a rise in rent is 
deniand(Hl, but thera^ an^ instances, as the Hon’ble Meml)er has pointed out, 
wlnna^ extravagant laujts have b(‘,en demand(uJand obtained, but rdiey are excep- 
tional eases, and if an (uiquiry is made it will lx* found that these instances 
are one in a hundred. I will just quote one instance. Tlnn*e was a house 
worth a lakh of rupe(‘s which yielded Rs. 100 a month ; the tenants left, 
th(^ house was la^paired and there (xame along a genth'man who wanted to 
rent the house, but the landlord vvas not willing to accept the former lamt, 
80 he in a light mo(Kl (leniaTuhid Rs. 1,400 as nmt. 44 h^ g(mtleman agreed 
to pay this and th(^ house was rent(Ml. That is how the l)oom comiiKmced 
and the rents were considered insuffici(‘nt. 1 am speaking of the state of 
things in wards No. 15, 16 and 17 of the town, where mainly hhjropeans live. 
It (loos not follow that becausi^ there have be(‘n t hese cases that you ought to 
pass an (oix^rgcmt h^gislation which not only giv(^s rt*lief to t In^ )X)or, but also 
to the rich, who do not require any assistance of this kind. As my lion’ble 
friimd has pointed out, thon^ are many landlords — 

(The Hcm’ble Member having ('xceeded his time limi t. had to resume 
his seat.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said 

“ My Lord, 1 did not come to this ( Vniiicil this morning intending to make 
a speech, for 1 thought it was a simj)le matter to send the Bill to the Sele(4, 
Committee, but iny hon’ble and suave friend on the left, Rai Radha Gharan 
Pal Bahadur, has forced me to get up and make a ptn*sona] exjdanation. 

My hon’blc friend has been repli(*d to very elfici(mtly by subsequent 
speakers who have (opposed his amendment, tli ere fore 1 do not consider it 
iKHx^ssary to go over that ground again. But as my hon’ble friend has, with 
persistency, called attention to the fact that the Rent (Committee was 
practically unanimous, and that 1 was the only dissentient, T feel it is only 
due to myself to observe that I was not the only dissentient. When the 
report came to me it contained a Note of Disstmt by one of the European 
members of the Committee. It may have (x;currcd to Hon’ble Members and 
to the public generally that in my Note of Dissent my observations were some- 
what meagre and no arguments were used. The reason for that was that the 
previous Note of Dissent which had already been printed when it came to me 
went over the ground very thoroughly and it was not necessary for me to flog 
a dead horse. I therefore confined myself to the observation that I agreed 
with the other Note of Dissent and wont on to make certain observations of my 
own. I think, my Lord, ] am entitled to this personal explanation, and 
having done so, I do not think it necessary to pursue any arguments against 
th(' Rai Bahadur’s aifiendment, but only to observe that it is very evident 
indeed that the only object of this amendment is to gain time.” 
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The Hon*ble tM Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 

“ My Lord, J must confess that 1 have never seen niy lion’ hie friend the 
Squire of Baranoshi Ghose Street so much on the war-patii as he has ho^^n 
to-day, hut knowing as I do that his hark is worse than his hite, 1 hopt^ that 
by the time w(* meet around the table for our deliherations in the Soled- 
Committee that he will have cooled down to a great eximit. I must also 
confess that in all the arguments that he has put forward to-day I rt^ally do 
not find a single sentence as to why the Bill should be postponed. I takt^ it 
that in his anxiety to pnwe t'> tho Council certain otlim- aspects of the 
questi )n he forgot to emphasise that fact in the way tint perliaps lu* had 
intended to do in the beginning. Om^ of the argumonts that he has brought 
against my statement is that I did not giv(‘ him suffieiimt statist {(!s to 
convince him of the extent to wdiich })rofiteering and vai^k-nmting had gone 
on in Calcutta. My Lord. 1 had rather been congratulating mysidf, which was 
perhaps a rash thing to do, that 1 had made a very clear statement, for 1 
thought that in a measure of this kind it was best to lay one’s cards on the 
table, but evidently that has not satisfied my hon’blc friend opposite, d'iien 
the Rai Bahadur went on to say that there wore several reasons for nmt of tln^ 
houses in Balaram l)e Street and Zackariah Street having goiu^ up, and 
then naturally being so much in touch with the Improvimumt Trust he 
thought he wouhl prrxluce a lug stick to beat tlu‘ Improvenuuit Trust with. 
There wos one characteristic case which he.- imuitioned and which 1 think 
must have amused the Coumnd, as 1 am sure it must have amused Your 
Excollem^y and the rt'st of the House, t he picture ol the gtuithunan who paid 
Rs. 42,000 as exemption fee to tln^ Improvement d'riist. \V hert^ my 
friend went too far was when he gave the whole show away by over-drawing 
that picture*, for li (3 went on to exjilain why the man had paid this. Aiurording 
to him, it was because in accordance with the traditions of t he Indians, which 
I personally know' very well, he did not wish togivu* ii|) his an(*(^stral hous«* 
nor did ho want someoiu* elst^ to come and build next door. Now', my Lord, tin* 
Bill is going to alTect persons who n‘nt their housi^s and not thos(^ who are 
going to live in their owm hous(‘.s. d’hen'fori*, 1 was not (juite able to folio 
why this man, w'lio had to pay Rs. 12,000 as t^xemption fee, should obj(*ct to tln^ 
Bill which w'(^ arc now considering. Idien, my Lord h(‘ went on to speak abouf. 
motor-cars and other t hings regarding w'hich I do not wish to copy his frivolity 
in tie*- Louncil to-day. I am afraid my hon’ble friemd Sir Henry \Vhe«*ler Inul 
the same difficulty in following him wdum he started to champion the widows 
cause the other day as I fiml to-day, for it is difficult tolollow' his arguments. 

I really hav(* not i)een able to gather (juite why it is that he is so much in 
arms against the whoh* Bill. I can well undt*rstand, as the Hon’bh* M<*mber 
from Hooghly undone or tw'o orlu‘r gmitleim*!! 'pointed oui, his (criticising 
certain provisions of the draft Bill, but the Rai Bahadur has tri(*d to pick 
holes in tiie whole measuni. Now', my Lord. I shall only say om* word mori* 
to the Rai Bahadur. He waantn that sufficient time should be giv(‘n to circu- 
late this Bill. My Lord the Hon’bh^ Maulvi Abul Kastun has pointed oni 
why this is an em(Mgency h'gislation and why we should treat it as an 
emergency Legislation, and I do not think at this stage it is thenTore necessary 
for me to emphasise that fact, [ov I think I made it quite clear in intrrxlucing 
this measure. When the Rent Committee went into the (juestion we did 
consult certain bcHlies as to wdictln*!* legislation in some form or other should 
be undertaken, and we consuUed bodies who have their offices or have other 
interests in Calcutta, and I find that those who Witro opia»s(‘d to the measure 
were those who would naiurally do so. viz., those who had or who represimted 
largely the interests of landlords. That being bo, my Lord, I do not think it 
is at all necessary for the Government to again circulate this Bill and delay 
a legislation which cannot really be delayed for a moment. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem wanted my friend Mr. Plielps to be 
added to this Committee. Had it been possible, I would have gladly done so, 
but I thhik Mr. Phelps will himself admit that having identified himself with 

C 
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the Rent Committee’s report it would be best for him not to identify himself 
at this stage at any rate with the Select Committee on this liill, and it is 
because the Government really wanted on the Select Committee fresh minds 
that we excluded his name, and for no other reason. 

I have to thank my hon’lde friends Mr. Arun Chandra Sinha and 
Mr. Bhabendra Chandra Ray for the support that they have given me at this 
stage of the Hill. 1 can assure them that I am fully alive to the responsibility 
of Oovernment and myself as a landlord in a measure ol this kind, but I am 
really glad to lind that they have b(‘en able to grasp the position and to gauge 
the situation. It is up to the landlords themselves to make such a legislation 
unnecessary, and I hope that these two gentlemen who have spoken to-day 
will support us at a latt;r stage too. 

Now 1 turn to the speexdi of the Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur, I admit, my Lord, 1 have not l>een able to follow him clearly. Nor 
is it my intention to follow the labyrinth of tiis mind over certain matters. 
But I (io think that when he goes back from this Council to-day that he will 
think over as to whether it was really a gcmerous r(unark for him to make 
that this Government or some of its higher officials were influenced in a 
measure of this kind by personal consideration — 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said — 

“Nothing was further from my mind.” 


The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, continuing, said 

] l)cg the Hon’ble Member’s pardon, but that was the iinpri'ssion that 
was left in my mind. 1 also rather gathonHl that he thought that this was a 
good opportunity for (iiovernment to get out of th(‘ position for the high prices 
of dhoties and other things by this means. J think here again an explanation 
frojn him miglit cl<‘ar the air. What 1 do think is this, what afttn* all is the 
position of Govt'rnnumt in this? Is Calcutta to lag behind when in places 
like t^ven Burma and Boml>ay they have already had this Act, and in Bombay 
at least, as I said in my opening remarks, the people* had a])prociated ihe 
benefit. Are the citizens of Calcutta going to be so narrow minded as to see 
nothing good in this Act? How are you, gentleiiien. who have got to seek 
suffrage hert^after, not throuah your corporations, but flirougli your large 
body of electors, going to figure in a measun* of this kind when you have 
not the slightest symf)athy with the tenants? 1 thank my hon’ble friends 
Mr. Arun Chandra 8inha and Mr. Bhabendra Chandra Ray as being not. 
simply landlords in the narrow sense; of Calcutta landlords, for the spirit 
that thf‘y have shown to-day in supporting this measuri*. It is not for me to 
say, but 1 think that Rai Radha (diaran Pal Bahadur would himself slink 
away from any public meeting of tenants, although he showed a certain 
amount of bravado to-day. It would indeed be a v(‘ry different thing when he 
comes to face a larger body of electors for his future seat. I do think that 
this is a measure which has been very carefully considered. Government 
have an open mind, as 1 have said, regarding any particular provisions of the 
Bill, but 1 do not think that the Ihll is of such a nature as to be opposed from, 
the very beginning. My Lord, I beg to oppose this motion.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“My Lord, after the eloquent and rather heated observations ctf the 
Hon’ble Member in Charge of the Bill I think it is my duty to say a few worda 
in reply. In the first place, although 1 have criticised rather severely some o£ 
the provisions of the Bill, 1 have more than once reiterated my view that 
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there should be some control over extortionate -and rack-renting landlords. 
But because I cannot see eye to eye with tlie Hon’ble Member in Charge of the 
Bill as re^rds Its oifforent provisions which he lias drafted— Ido not know 
whether he is responsible for it but he is in charge of the Bill and therefore he 
18 responsiblft—he has assumed that I am opposed to anv control bein<T^ exercised 
over rack-renting landlords. However exalted his* position mav be and 
however authoritative his observations may be, 1 must say that bv making this 
assumption which he has no right to do. he has done me great injustice. What 
[ meant to say, iny Lord, is this. The publication of the liill with a view to 
eliciting public opinion did not mean indefinite postponement or the wreckage* 
of the Bill by obstructing legislation in any way. This is an unusual proct'- 
duio very seldom and very rarely resorti' 1 to. \\ Inni knowing tlu' fa(‘l 
that excessive and exorhitant rents \vere to some extimt idrcivailing in 
certain parts ol Calcutta, C(iv(n*nin(*nt appointed a Commiitee consisting of 
some impartial Luropean gimtlemen an<l whon they could wail for so many 
months for the report of tie* Commiltot*, whifdi was nveived on tin' 
February last, they cannot have tln^ patiem‘f‘ to wait for 10 or lo days mort‘ 
to have the public opinion on the subject ? Wliat is th<^ harm ? l)o‘sthe 
Hon’ble Member seriously mean to say that the tt'iiant class will IxMltHumated 
out. of Calcutta if 15 days nn>r(‘ wen* giveni lor tin* consideration of tin* j>ro“ 
visions of the Bill I Indif^ve not. However frivolous my argument s may 
appear to him, 1 must say, if I am ji-rmitted to say so, that the llon’ble 
Menil)er’H oijBervations were (jiiitc* unealh‘d for. 

Then. my Lord, so inueli has been said about my defending 1 Ik* land- 
lords. I am not delending tlu* ra(‘k-renting and rapaeions landlords. 'I'ln* 
Hon lib* Memhin* in (Jliargi^ of the Bill, who is a Mmniier of your Kxia'lhmey’s 
(L)veriimeiit , knows (everything both of t h(‘ landlords of (haicntta and of tin* 
landlords who Ix'loiig lo public* bodnes. His spi'eeh bristle's with m‘w facts 
which an^ not known to tin* puiilic and lu^ seems to assume, whieh In* should 
not, that the Bill that he has pre^pared is a (‘oiinscd of perftMttion. Hoi's 
lie know that t he Port (Jommissiomn's — of courses t h(*y an* an individual 
landlord — havi* incrt*ased i,iK> n'lit to (ioiibh* and tndili' tin* amounts 
prtiviously chavgcHl. Tln^y liavi* di'iiianded Its. 100 of a ti'iiant who ukcmI 
to pay Us. 40. and Us. H60 in tin* casi* of a tenant who used to j>ay Us. lh)0. 
They have givmi notice* t o all tenants to epiit if the'y are* not agreeahh* to 
|)ay the* emhanced r^nit, 44iis is the* notice* from the^ l^)^t C’ominisKionen‘H. 
If an iiipniry is niade^ in that (juarl(*r, it will he found that their rack- 

re'iiting is more than in other jiarls of tin* town taken togetheo*. That 

is the* reason why I say tlial the information given by the* Ilon’ble* MemlMer 
in (Charge* should be caredully e^xamine'd ami we should all conside*r the* 
prov'isioiis of the^ Bill with a balaiK;e*d and open mind. Out of the 1 7.000 
tenante'd hom-es in Oalcntta I want to know in how many (‘ases rack-reuiting 
has iieen resorted to and what is the pm'eenitage of cases. I am not oppos(*d 
to legislation at all, but what J say is this, d’his 1*111 was circulated to us 
about five or six days ago, and perhaps b^sser time? — t}ire*e or four days — was 

given to the public. And when 1 8Uggeste‘d that Hutficie?nt time sliould be? 

given to the public to siilnnit tlie'ir suggestions, the? Hon’ble* Me‘miH?r in (Jhargii 
turns away with the? gravene?ss wfiich is always attaclusl to tin? position of 
the Hon’ble Mernlier l)e?loriging to (lovernment. If he? (Carries the? impre?sHion 
of frivolity in his mind, rhf*D I must say that Ikj is gre*atl) mistaken.” 

The motion (No. fiA was then put and lost. 


ITEM No. 68. 

TIi 6 Hon’bio Mr. P. C. Mittor moved by way of amendineni that in th(3 
motion of the Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Hurd wan (ftoin 
No. 6 in the List ejf Business), for the words ‘‘ 22nd Marcl) ” the words “ 29th 
ICarcb ” be substituted. 
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He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, my motion is a very modest one, and I hope and trust that after 
iho somewhat heated discussion which we had the Council will abjure 
heat and ask lor more liglit. If my amendment l)e accepted it will be quite 
easy to pass the Bill before the j)resent session of the Council is over. 
My Lord, I believe tliat the question is one of utmost importance to the 

community, and I am one of tliose who think that it is necessary in 
tlje interest of landlords as also of tenants to pass this Bill at an early 
date. It is extremely undesirable that the landlords and tenants should 
go on quarrelling with each other. 'J'he sooner the present bitter controversy 
ceases tlie Ijetter for all parties concerned. That is tlie r(*ason why I am 
genuinely anxious that this Bill should be passed into law, whatever 

that- Jaw may be, before your Lordship’s Government retire to the hills. 

My Lord, tlie tiiiu* that I want is only a week’s time and my reason for 

asking for it is this. Naturally Government action had to be somewhat 
hurriiid in this matter. Since the report of the Rent ('ommitteo was 
published in the Calcutta Gazette on tlie 2f>th February the Bill had to be 
drafted somewhat hurriedly between tliat and the date when the Bill was 
published or laid before the Council. 1 have no doubt that Government 
did not drafter prepare the Bill so long as th(‘ reporl of the Rent Committee 
was not pIac(Ml befon^ it, for that would be pnqudging the whole thing. 
Tlierefort? the Bill had to b(‘ drafted in a hurry — to-day is the 15th and if 
we take it up on the 22nd m^cc^ssarily we will again be unduly hurried over the 
matter, ’fhe Bill, though of a temporary nature, deals with important 
matters and we should give our best consideration to it. That is why 1 
am asking for a week’s adjournment and the adjournment will \ ery helpful 
to the members of tliii Select (commit tee to give t heir full att. ntion to the 
Bill.” 


The Hon’ble the Mah&rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, on behalf of Govi‘rnment I am willing to ac(?ept the amend- 
ment moved oy the Hon’lde Mr. P. (J. Mitter to substitute for the words 
‘ 22nd March ’, the words ' 29th March.’ ” 


The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said .— 

“ My Lord, I am very much pained by the observations of rhe Hon’ble 
Member in Charge of the Bill that 1 made any insinuation as to the object of 
launehing this measure in Council — that it was for the benefit of particular 
persons named. I think that only an idiot or a mad man can think of 
such a thing. I am really sorry if my words have led to any such impres- 
sion. J am sorry that T should be considered capable of making such an 
insinuation.” 

The motion (Item No. 6B) was then put and agreed to. 

The original motion (Item No. 6 in the List of Business) was then put 
in the following form and agreed to : — * 

“That the Calcutta Rent Bill, 1920, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of the Hoii’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan, the 
Hon’ble Mr. 0’Mall(*y, the Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy, the Hon’ble Mr. Payne, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Goode, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter, the Hon’ble Rai Radha 
Charan Pal Bahadur, the Hon’bie Mr. Watson-Sinyth, the Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf 
Ali Khan (Jhaudhuri, and the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, with 
instructions to submit their report in time for its circulation to members oa 
the 29th March, 1920.” 
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LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 7. 

THE BENGAL AGRICULTURAL AND SANITARY 
IMPROVEMENT BILL, 1920. 

TII6 HOO bio Mr. Cuntlllill^ introduced a Hill to consolidate ’a»nl amend 
the law relating to the construction of drainage and other works for the 
improvement of the agricultural and sanitary conditions of certain areas in 
Bengal. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, I h ive the honour to rnovt* for leave to introduce tin' Bengal 
Agricultural and Sanitary linprovenn^u Hill, Hd20. 'Die n(*c(*ssity for tliis 
Hill originally arose out of the practical difficulties involved in the ex(*cution 
of small works of agricultural iinprovemcmt wiii(*h have for their ohji^ct luther 
the drainage of unculturable swamps or tlie storage of water for irrigation 
purposes. (xoveninnmt consulted public ojunion on tln^ matter with the 
result that a considerable demand for the execution of drainage* proji'Cts for 
botli sanitary and agricultural purpos(‘s was n‘veal(*d, whilst ojiinion was 
unanimous that there was a m‘(*d for an alteration in tin* existing law, viz., 
the Hengal Drainage Act and tin* Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act. F'or 
some time past (rovornnumt had also be(*n coiisinous of the difficulties in tin** 
working of thesi* A(d/S. They th(*refor(* appointed a Oommitt eiW.n ('xamine 
t.he wh(»le law on the subiect and to advist* (Tovernment on tin* legislation’ 
whic!i woul 1 be desirabh* to pnnnoti* all typ( s of drainage projects, small or 
largi^, agricultural or sanitary. That (committee sul)mitttMl tiieir r(^])ort to 
Government in the njonth of August last year togetli(*r with a draft Hill. Their 
opinion rliai tin* presi*nt machinc^ry of the law is neither jiractical. simple nor 
(ffiective has been recorded in tin; following words in the Stat(*ment of Objects 
and Reasons : — 


‘ rin* procedure prescribed in the Hmigal Drainage and t he Ihuigal Sani- 
tary Drainage Acts is mon‘ applicable to large schemes, whilst the Bengal 
Sanitary Drainage Act, as its naim^ impli(*H. cannot be utilisiTd for pundy 
agricultural projects. Moreover, even for large schenj(*s, tin* prociulun^ of 
tlu'se two Acts is unnecijssarily rigid, (uimbrous and dilatory. 'Dn* Hengal 
Sanitary Drainage Act is the less elaboratt^ of the t wo, but tln^e are many 
matters in tin; Hengal Drainage Act which should be inserteii in statutory 
rules rather than in the law. >s(‘ither Act (umtains provision for tin* (^xc^cu- 
tion of works initiat(*(l l)y privati* individuals or bodies of agriculturiets 
registered under the Go-of)erative 8(K?ielies Act, D)12. Finally, the 
provisions of both Acts for tlni apportionment and recov(*ry of costs are 
unnecessarily rigid.’ 


Idle mechanism for such projects is also partially contained in other Acts,. 
such as the Hengal Tenancy Act, the Land Improvement Act and the Hengal 
Embankment Act ; but the application of these Ac's it, either limited or the 
sections relating to such mechanism are practically inoperative. After many 
years’ experience of the difficulties of the working of the Drainage Acts, and in 
view of the necessity for de vidoping agricultural improvement, Government have 
therefore no hesitation in adopting the recommendation of the Committee that 
as simple a Hill of procedure as possible should take the place of those elabo 
rate Acts. Their main fault is tlieir lack of elasticity. The present Hill has 
therefore been drafted so as to contain only the essentials of the procedun;. 
It is intended that all details should be relegated to statutory rules or left to* 
^0xecutive order in order tliat there may be as little clogging matter in the 
as possible. 
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Mr. Gumming. 

In a Bill of this description provision has to be made for the followinjs^ 
items : — 

(1) the initiation of a scheme, 

(2) its preparation, 

(3) its pub]i(.‘ation and the hearing of objections, 

(4) the execution of the scheme, 

(5) recovery of costs. 

(ti) control ami maiiilenaiuai, 

(7) th(‘ financing of schemes, 

(8) the distributior] of the ultimate cost between one or more of any 

of th(^ following classcis — tlie local Government, local autho- 
rities, the landlords and tenants of the area benefited, and the 
applicant, and 

(9) tlu^ apportionment of costs on the landlords and tenants of the 

area beiH'fited. 

As regards initiation, the Bill provides for the receipt of applications 
from any body or any local authority by the Collector, or for action by the 
Collector on his own initiative, which woidd includ(‘ that of Government. 
The Bill directs tln^ preparation of a scheme by any person who may be 
appointed to be an (mgineer for tin? purpose. This includes the apjdicant. 
It provides for the ]>uhlicaiion of tin? scheiiK^ and the hearing of obj(^clious. 
In the case of large schemes, it [)rovid(*s for examination of the project by a 
non-official committee appointed ad hoc and by the Sanitary Board. It pro- 
vides that the scheme may lx? executed by the Collector, but it is not intended 
that this should preclude the Colhxjtor from authorising tin? applicanl to 
execute the schenn?. It provides, wlnu'c such recovnny should bo made, for the 
recovery o/ costs from the persons b(‘n(dit('d, and makes ilie nc'cessary provi- 
sion for the control and maintenance of the works when completed. The 
provisions of the Bill regarding the financing (;f scliemes, f.c., the initial 
provision of the funds required for its comi)l(‘tion ; regarding the ultimate 
broad distribution o/ the co.^/5 bet w(?(?n one or mon' of the following, namely, 
the local Government, the I(X?al authorities concerned, the landlords and 
tenants of tlie area benefited and the appli(*ant ; and regarding I he d(''tailed 
apportionment oj the costs between the landloi*ds and tenants of the area 
benefited — an? all elastic. It is no i-art of the intention of Government to say 
who shall pay for a scheme or how much he or they shoidd pay. That 
entir(?ly depends upon the particular merits of tjie scheme and the principles 
which should be applied to different class('s of cases. The Bill in this respect 
is merely an enabling Bill. 

In this connection I iumhI hardly remind Hon’ble MemberJ^ that in 
November last the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem moved a resolution that steps 
should be taken without delay for the improvement, re-excavation, renewal 
or reconstruction of irrigation tanks in Bengal and that necessary legislation 
in tliis connection be taken up as early as may be practicable. This resolu- 
tion was accepted by Government, and the present Bill embodies the neces- 
sary legislation asked for by the Hon’ble Member. Again, I would draw 
attention to ihe fact that there is at present a number of anti-malarial 
projects the execution of which it is necessary to accelerate ; and it is hoped 
that in the present Bill will be found a remedy for the delays whicli have in 
the past been associated with such schemes.” 


The motion was put and agreed to. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. B, 
RESOLUTION. 

{Under the rules for the discussion qi matters oj general public interest.) 


Th6 H0il*bl6 M&Ulvl Abut Kssont moved tli(‘ lollowinj^ resolution : — 

This Council recomineiKls to tlu‘ (tovernor in Council iliat in consonance 
with tlic spirit of the Royal Prcxdatnation. the Chief i' rt^sith'ncy Ma/?iHtralt\ 
Calcutta, and th(‘ District Mai^istrat(‘s in this Presidency, \>o requested 
to re-consider the orders requirini^ k(‘ept‘rs of ])resses and pul)lish(*rH of nowa- 
papers to deposit security and that all harsh restrictions ou lu^wspapers and 
presses be rescinded. 


He said : — 


“ My Lord. 1 do not think many words from nu^ are lu'cessary to commend 
this resolution either to your Excellency’s (jovernment or to the Council. A 
^ood deal has been said or written about this subject, and if public* opinion 
is t(» be voiced the propcT coarse would have* bc'cn to ask for tin* rc'pc^al of the 
Press Act its(‘ir but that (h»(‘S not lie within t h(‘ jurisdiction of the IVovincial 
(iloverninent . My request is a very modest one and is based on the a(?tion 
that has alr(‘udy beem takcui by some <>f tin* Provincial (lovmmnnnits in this 
country. Wv. are on the eve of ^^ettinginto the* road of n^sponsibh* (lOVern- 
menf, and for this purpose' it is nec<‘8sary that public (•pinion should be 
educated, created and ((xproHsed. We must have n(ovs])apers of all 
shades of opini(^n to v(*ntilat(‘ the opinion of all sorts of p(*.oplo and all 
communities. Unfortunatedy un(h*r the pn^sent rules if anybody wishes 
to start a press he has to deposit a security b(‘for(* he is permit ti^l to 
do so, d'liai is a gr(‘at wrong which is keenly bdt by the kei'pers of j)reHHes, 
the journalists and the peopl(‘ at large*. PLnm in the caH(* of bad (!haract(*rs,. 
whom the Government think it n(*c(‘ssary le k(‘(q) und(*r n*straint, tln^y an*, 
not called upon to give any s(3curily for good behaviour b(dor(» any 
chargi* is framed against tliem. They arc given an opportunity to (hdend 
themselves and tlnm orders are ])as8ed by a court of justice*. Put in the 
case (jf newspa[)ers and p^t^sscs the moimmt that a man wants to start a press 
or a m^wspapm’ lu* is called upon, without any charge, to de|x:>Hit a H(3curity, 
and this stands in the way of tin* growth of me.vspapers. For this n'ason 
also a go(xl deal of public opinion is not ja'rmittcMl to be expresHCHl and voiced. 
1 do not mean to say that n(^wspapers sliould be given unlimited license^ 
but after they have startcxl a pn*Hs if the Governm(*nt think that they should 
be warned or punished they would be quite justifiKl in asking them to 
deposit securities. In some cases the, Hc(!uritif‘s dmnanded by the authoriti(>s 
concern(x} — the Chief Ihesideiicy Magistrate or the District Magistrate — hav(3 
been so severe that it practically meant extinction to many newspai)erH and 
presses, and one of the results of tlie application of this Act in Calcutta has 
been that there is not a single Urdu paper in Bengal. This is not a desirable 
state of things, because the large Urdu reading public of this province are 
deprived of the advantage of having a paper of their own. The Press Act 
hangs like a sword of Damocles over the heads of the proprietors of presses- 
and newspapers. 

L therefore, submit that in view of His Majesty’s Proclamation leniency 
should he shown to all sorts of people who were found guilty or punished 
under the one rgency measures. A fresh concession has been granted all 
0fer the Empire, and 1 fail to understand why the newspapers, keepers of 
|MP0666 and journalists should be excluded from the advantages of the 
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clemency shown by His Majesty. As action has already been taken by some 
of the loc'al Governments in this country I hope your Excellency’s Government 
will accept this resolution and ^ive some relief in the matter and remove 
the grievances in this connection.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“ My Lord, 1 have much pleasure in supporting the Resolution, I am sorry 
the Resolution does not go far enough — it does not provide for the return of 
f;ecurity money already forfeited l>y Government. 1 t hink the Gov(*rnment of 
Bombay liave alrrady ordm'ed the ri‘turn in many cas(^s of money so forfeited. 
It is not necessary for me to state the circumstances under which the Press 
Act (Act I of 1910) was passed, why it was considered that the provisions of 
the Criminal Procedure C(xle or the Indian Penal Code were considered insuffi- 
cient and inadequate. Some of tln^ most dial)olical ami dastardly crimes had 
tarnished tlie fair name of Indians. Government considered that anarchy was 
abroad. It was considered that sedition was tin; natural and nec(‘ssary oiit- 
0^)1110 of the tea(*hings of certain journals, that they had cultivat(‘d and water- 
ed the soil in which anarchy HourislHjd and grew abundantly. The entire 
Prtiss in India had been fn^e since 1835 when Sir Charh‘S Metcalfe re} (‘aled 
the License Act, except for one year during the time of the mutiny, and 
for about thre(^. years from 1878 to 1881 when a portion of the Press was 
subject to the nominal control by the V^ornaeular Press Act of 1878. It is 
therefore no wonder tliat the (‘iiactmimt of the Press Act and the enforce- 
ment of its provisions have created a g(X)d deal of discontent in the 
country. 

My Lord, if teachings of history be any guide to us eoercive press laws or 
rigorous (Crimes Acts have never l)een productive of any go(Ki in any country. 
On the other hand tlioy have been pnxiuctive of the opposite (‘ffect. Of course 
the innocent m'ed not fear. But is it fair upon any nation to keep the Damo- 
cles’ sword hanging over its In*, ad for an indefinite period of time. Is it fair 
to ket‘}) the people always at the mercy of tin* executive, to retain on the 
Statue Book an Act which punisln‘S without trial. 

In tln^ year 1878, Mr. Gladstone, a revered and honoured name in British 
history, said in the House of Commons in the course^ of the debate in connec- 
tion with the r(*peal of the V^ernacular Press Act ; ‘The most unfortunate 
feature which the measure presents is the nmioval of Press prosecutions 
from the jurisdiction of the judicial establishments of the country in order 
that they may be dealt with as matters of executive discretion.’ He further 
said that ‘ a political (juestion of great importance, of the utmost delicacy, 
viz., whether it is wise for the Government to take into its hands and out of 
the hands of tin* established legal jurisdiction the power of determining what 
writing is seditious and what is not.’ 

I am not going to enter into the controversy as to whether the Govern- 
ment was justified in passing the Press Act of 1910. But this must be said 
that at the present time in Bengal there is no sedition. There is peace with; 
in and calm around. Government may very well recommend for its repeal at 
least so far as Bengal is concerned without danger to the peace of the 
country. Men who are in a position to say so have declared that the Act has 
produced no good either to the Government or the people. At the time of 
the passing of the Act, Lord Sinha said in the .Imperial Legislative Council : 

* We do not touch existing newspaj^ers. We ask the newspapers or the new 
presses which are to he started after the new Act is passed to give security ; 
for what ? Rupees 500 is the minimum. The Bill as originally introduced 
asked for Rs. 5,000 as the maximum. We hav^e reduced it in Select 
Committee to Rs. ^,000. The Magistrate therefore in regard to new presses 
and newpapers has the power to require the security to be giv4n, not for an 
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inlimited amount, but anything between Ivs. oOO to Rs. '2,(H)0 ; but unloRH we 
ire to assume that the Magistrate by nature ami design a malevolent erea- 
:,ure wo may tak(' it for eertain that in ordinary (jases he will not ask 
[or more than Ks. oOO tlu^ minimum One would like to know in how many 
/ases Rs. 500 was the sc^curity demanded. 

After the Royal rroelamation whicdi has betm rtnudved tlirougliout 
die country with graiitude and t liankfulne.ss to His Maji'sty evi*ry om* 
naturally (‘Xpects that, your Lordship’s (iovemment following tln‘ spirit of 
that proclamation woidd abrogate that, enact nnmt and h‘avt> tlu‘ press under 
th(^ ordinary laws and as an act of chmiency lielilting tin* occasion n‘turn all 
[orfeituro of mon(\y and thus earn tin* lasting gratitudi* of a really intlu(‘ntial 
mowin’ in the country — the Indian Public Press.” 


rhe Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

My Lord, although tin* last speaker Jias travelled sonu'what far from the 
particular matt,i‘r of t.ln* rc'solution, I do not proposi* to intlict upon the 0(uincil 
a disquisition upon the subjia-t of tin' Ih'ess Act, mort' (‘sjiecdally since tin* 
Hon’ble Maiilvi Abul Kasem has n*. cognised that the AiU was not a pnK!e of 
iegislaiion undertaken in this Council, and tliis (nmncil, (*ven if it would, has 
not the pow(‘r to am(‘nd It. Rut in explanation of the ainion wi* have taken 
in respe(;t of t in; Pn^ss Act in the light of the rc(‘<‘nt Royal Proclamation, I 
must submit t hr(‘(‘ gtmeral ])ropositn)ns witii reler(*nce to thal A(5t. tor a 
more elaborate* argument in that connection, I would reler llon’blt?Membi‘rs 
Lo tlu! v(*ry abb* I'cfutation of obji'ciions whi(di was gisam by Ills Lxc(‘llcncv 
Lord (djelmsford in n^sjxmsi* to a (b'putalion in PH 7, l>ut for the saki* of brevity 
I will coidim' myself now to the conclusions arriv(‘d at. and th(*se are th(‘y. 

In the first place, I submit tliat anylxxly who takes th(H rouble to ndn‘Hh 
hiH m(*morv as to the old history b(*t wia'ii the years PM);) and P)10, and to 
read tin* debati'S at t he tiim' of the passing of t he Act, eannol but l)e eonvine«*d 
that t,h(*r(' was a V('ry r(*al need ol legislation of this kind, and that, li any* 
thing, owing to tin* delay in l)ringing it into lorei* great harm was done which 
had many (*vil manif(‘statioiis in various ])arts of th(‘> country. 

The second yioint I vNould submit is that tin' Act has been worked, in 
Rengal at any rate, with extraordinary moderation, d'ln*. other d.ay wc 

eompih*<l some figures of tin* action taken l»etvveeii P)10 and Ptld, ami I will 
jn(‘ntion sonu* of tin* mon* s;dient of them as they are not without interest. 

Of <M)urse, taking tin* period 15)10 to P)Pb we include a ])rovinee of ditferent 

areas, the one ])reeeding tin* second partition. ;m<l I lie otlnn* alter it, 

but both includml Oaleutta which is far the mo^t important locality 
from this point of vlinv. R(*tvveen those ye.irs 15)10-15) Oova*nimemt 

forfeited 1 57 publications in all, pamphlets ;uid leiiilets, lunh^r this Ael, and 
if anyiiody cartes to see sam|)l(*s of the kind of thing w(* have, dealt wit h 
under section 12, 1 think tln‘y will reieldy admit that tiiey were blorxl- 
thirsty revolutionary jiroduclions. Turning to tin* taking of securlin*s in 
respect of publications, we have demanded in tho.^e years 74 seeurilies. but 
in respect of 425 wi* did not ask for any security at. all, thus ilisprovmg the 
impn^saion that wc }>oimce ipioii every nascent jounialistifi ent^pris^* and 
grind it under the heel of th<^ Press Act. In res]>cct of [irc.sses, we have, 
asked for securities in 141 eases, and faile-d to dt‘mand th(mi in tilb eases. 
We liav(? forfeited securities on four oc(!asionH only, while we. have? been content 
with the very mild procedure of warning in 51 instances. Th(.‘ndorc, Sii, 
1 submit that on these figures the Bengal (Tovernment can claim to liave 
<;avried clemency possibly to excess. 

My third iiroposition would be that, situated as we are at the moment 
W eaniiot safely r(*move the Press Act from the statute book. It was stat 0 <i 

I) 
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by Sir Herbert Hinley at the time of the original debates, tliat tlie time for 
that mi^^ht cojiHi when we had a pniKs temperate in tone and honest in 
conviction, and vvhiJ(‘ it may be said that a large Hoction of the press comes 
und(u* that d(*Hcrij)tion, yet, unfortunately, even now, there remains a section 
vvliicJi has not so far afforded us reason to lliink that they can be tri^sted 
witli an absoJutely fr(H3 hand, were tliat to b(* given to tliem. 

Now, Sir, from tlies(‘ threa* gtmeral propositions, I will turn to the 
morf‘ particular matter of tin* resolution, which can only be read atr 
meaning that, as a result of tin; Royal J^roclaniation, we should remove^ 
all th(‘ restrictions which have be(m inijiosed under tlu^ Press Act. 
What vv(; hav(‘ done is tliis. On nnaupt of the terms of the J{ov«l 
Pr(K-lamation, we examined in d(‘tail the action which we had taken under 
tlu‘ Press Act, and that fact a(;counts for the alh^ged dilatoriness which I 
have seen charged against us in various (piarters. Jt is said that we have 
not striKrk oil* the fetters with the rapidity which has characterised Bombfiy 
and Madras and Rangoon, but the reason is that, having i-aken action in 
particular instances for valid rc'.asons, we thought it b(‘St to re-examine those 
particular instances Ixdore we modified our action. That ne(aissitated 
consultation with thos(‘ who w(ir(‘ acquainRul with the facts, and some time 
was occupied in the process. \Vv concentrat.ed upon those cases in which 
s(-curity had actually been deposited ; wo liave disr('gard(‘d those in whicdi 
Security was dimianded but not furnished, as if a man set^ks a revision of 
ordiu’S of that kiiul h(‘ can conu'. iif) and get the matter look(Ml into once 
nior(‘. daking ldu‘ securiries whicli have*, been dei)oslrod, w(‘- exempted !) 
miwspapers in (hilcutta and 1 in th(i mofiissil ; also 30 pr()ssf*s in ('ahuitta, 
and 33 pressi's in th(‘ mofussil. That is a total of 13 m*wspapers and 
63 press(;s. Th(‘ ord(U’s have gone out to refund those vsexuirities. So 
I submit that we have given a. n‘.al (un'iu'st of our desin^ to carry out to th(^ 
full tlu' intention of the Royal Proclamation and to encouragi* those who 
are prepared to show that they wish to introduc(i a betUu- tone into the ])i’(‘88. 
('ertain (;ases ar(‘ still pending, viz., 6 m^wspapers and 16 jiresses in Calcutta, 
and 2 {iresses in I he mofussil. From the details previously furnished we were 
not satisfied that we had suffici(uit facts before^ us to allow of a decision. Idlest* 
W(‘rt' cases in whitdi the local officials recommended tliat exmnption should not 
be given, bill we have asktal for further infoimation, on receipt of which 
orih'rs will be jiassed. J submit, Sir, that wi^ are doing our duty to the full 
in respect of tin* Royal Proclamation in its bearing on i bis mattin*, but in so 
far as tlu^ resolution implies that we shouhl promise to disebarge all restric- 
tive ordm’H that bavi' been passed under I he Press Act, 1 (lannot undertake 
that we will do so, and therefore I cannot accept the resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem said 

“ My Lord. I hav(^ nothing further to add, except the fact that my 
intention was not to remove all orders of restri(;fion under the Press Act 
but only a request to be more lenient to more presses and publishers and news- 
papers. I admit. Sir, that there have biu^n very inflammatory writings in the 
jin^ss. hut at the same tinu* 1 can assure this Council that tlioso who want to 
puhlish inflammatory newspapers or pamplcts or Icuifleis are not in want of 
money ; they have got funds behind them to do it without depositing security ; 
fh(‘y do not mind it thidr papm* is confiscated or their security. The name 
()l tli(‘ press at which tliey an? printed is not given on those papi^rs nor do 
they deposit any seeiirity. Bur the fact Is that it works hardly in the case 
ol lionest journalists who want to conduct a paper on honest lines, and 
iii'caust? they an* askt^l to furnish security liefor^* th(*y start the press or 
movspaper they are handicapped and recede from their Diirpose, therefore we 
are in need of good, honest newspapers. However as 1 find the Hon’ble 
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Member inCJharge is not prepared to accept my reBolutlon. 1 ^‘annot ^ay any- 
liing further, except t hat at least in the ca8(‘ of now new8paf)ors security 
n2iy not be demanded befor(‘ they are published/’ 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned to Monday, the 29rh Maridi, at 

1 A.M., at Government House. Oaleutta. 

.]. K. (iUAHAM, 

Sect/, to the (iovl. of lie ny id nod 
Secy, to the Benyol Legislative Council. 

Calcutta ; 

rhe 29th March 1920. 
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Abstract of the Proceedings oj the Bengal Legislative i^ouncil assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, I9l5, 


The Counci] met in iho Council (’hamher at Cmvernment lloiisr, ('aiciitta, 
on Monday, the 29th March, 1920, at 11 a.m 

Present : 

His Kxcelleucy the Right HoirOh* Lawkknck hn ja'Mt.K^ ih ndas, Kakl 
OF Ronaldshay, (J.c.i.e., (tovcrnor oJ the l^residencg <>f Fort Il /z/otm 
in Bengal, presidin<j. 

'File HoihMc SiK Henky Wiieefki:. ka.i.k.. 

The Uoii’hh' Mu. .1. C. (h\\iMtN(i, (.-^. 1 . I'.i.E. 

The lioirhle Siu lli.iAY (JiivNO Mautaiu ka.i.k., i.o.m., iMaharaja- 

diiUMja Hahadur ()l Ihoaiwan. 

rio' llon’bleMu. H. L. S rEcit tAXiN. < < .i.F. 

'Fhe Hoil’hle SlK CuAKLE^ S l hV KNSON* MooU F, K.l.l.E. (.V.o. 

Th(’ Hon’hle Ma.ioi:-Cenei:ai W. II. R. Rouin.son, (.u.. j.m.s. 

Th(‘ Hoii’hh' Mii. F. .1 M(»nahan. 

'Fhe Hon’hleMi:. L. S. S. O’Malley, (.i.e. 

The Hon hie Mk. C. N. [0»y. 

The Hon hie Mk. A. Mark. 

d’he Hon hlc Mk. M. C. M< Alimn. 

The llon’hle Mk. F. A. A. Cowi.ey. c.i.e. 

The Hon’hleMK. \\\ W. Hoknlll. (.i.e. 

Th(‘ ilon’hle Kiia.n Rahai)i:k Mallvi A.mini l I.‘<lam 
Tin' Hon’hi(* Mk. S. W. (R^ooe. 

Tin' Hon hie. SiK Ra.ienoka Nath Mookek.iee. k.( .i.e 
The Hon’hle SiK Nilkatan Sarkar, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, (M.e. 

The Hon’ble Kaja Hrishikebh Laha, c.i.e. 
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Tlie Hon’ble Mr. M. Cathcart. 

TliB Ilon’ljle Mr. Provahh (Jiiunder Mi'H’ER, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Baiuj Siv Narayan Mokharji. 

The Hon’ble Komar Siiiji Sukkuareswar Kay. 

The Hoii’ble JUnn Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Aron Chandra Sinhha. 

The Hon’ble Sir Dera JhuKAJ) SARRAj)niKARi, Kt.. c.i.e. 
The Hou’ble Rai Dkhender Ciiunder Ghohe IUhadlir. 
The Hon’ble Rai Radha Ohar.^n Pal Bahador. 

The H on’ble Mr. R. M. Watson Smyth. 

Tli(‘ Hon’bl(‘ Mr. W. II JhiELPs. 

The. llon’bh' Dr. Arduela-ai.-Mamun Sohrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Maoi.vi Ardl Kasem. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Aei Khan Chaudhuri. 

Th(3 H oii’ble Maulvi a. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahjr Aman All 

’i’he Hon’ble Mr. Aetaf Ali, 

The Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra (’handra Mitra Bahadur, 
The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’lile Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty. 



1920.] Oath of Allegiance ; Que^ions and Answers. 2ft 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 1. 
AFFIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 

The Hon’hlc Halm Sara! Oliaiitlra < liakrahartty niailf an iiffirnial ioii of his 
Rllegian(‘e to the Ch'owii. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 


Tiie following (jueHtions winch inul hicii starrcil wtn*(‘ put ainl 
answered : — 

By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur: — 

* 1 . 

(a) Will the (joverrinienl he pleased to stat(' whether an\ sjndtarv survey 
of this province, (listi'ict by disti’icl, v\as made with relerem e to the iollow- 
iiig:- 

(/) improvement of silted up rivers and /r/m/s and hi/s: 

(ii) improvement of sewerage in municipalities and drainage in rural 
areas , 

(i??) improvement of vvater-sufijily in muni(*i])al towns and rural areas ( 

(b) What are the i‘e(‘oinmendations in thi^ eoruK^ction in the report ot 
the Drainage DoiuTuittee ( 11KM» 1907) ^ 

(c) Have the proje(*ts |•eeoInmended in the report been cjiriaed out'*' 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(<^0’ 0)' sanitary survey has been madi' district by dis- 

trict, but a considerable amount of work has lieen done in the last few years 
in surveying various areas in the I’resi(jem*\ Schmiies for sewerage and 
water supply in municipal towns are generallv prepared on the reijuisition 
of the Miininpal Commissioners. 

(b) The recommendations of the Drainage (’onunittiH* are contained in 
Chaptei' V of the report, a copy of vvhic^h is laid on tlie biirary talile. 

(c) Of the four schemes recoinniended for execution, the Hagjola sclieme 
has been completed. The Nawd Sunthi scheme has been commenced and is 
now in course of construction. The Idiairab scheme is bmng in\ (;stigated, 
and it is hoped that a project wdll be ready liefore the close of next year As 
rec'ards the Gobra ^blia scheme, action was taken U) ileciare the nala under 
section 40 of the Bengal Irrigation Act and attempts weie made to remove 
obstructions from its course under the provisions of tl'c Act. These, how- 
ever, proved ineffectual as fishing rights in the nala and the right to erect 
bunds for fishing jiurposes were claimed. The drainage ( iit from the Ihstu 
pur Bil to the nala has been remodelled, and for many years the water of 
the bil was allow'ed to flow into the nala in considerable volume, fn regard to 
the Chalta and Chundoo Bils, the drainage channels leading into the nala 
were excavated. 

Since the report of the Drainage Committee was published there has been 
a change in the principles adopted tor anti-malarial scheines of drainage. It 
is no longer considered advisable to drain the Bistupur Bil into the Gobra 
Nala. Tne present idea is that it should be kept as full as possible in order 
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to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes and that at the end of the season the 
hil slunild be run dry into the Bhagirathi itself and not into the nala. In 
regard to the Cdtalta and Chundoo Bils, no further action has been taken 
bevoTid the excavation of the drainage cuts already alluded to. Before any 
poi’manent and effective anti-maJanal scheme for the improvement of the 
Gol»ra Nahi as a drainage channel cnn be given effect to, a scheme must be 
evolved wlii(;li will include the flushing of the nala by means of water from 
some river and maintaining the water in the hih at a given level for the pur- 
pose agriculture, and then for final drainage. Such a project has, how- 
ever. not yet matured.’' 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

* 11 . 

{(i) Are the Government aware of the dangers and inconveniences to 
which jiedcstriaiis, especially women and childien, are subject in (toss- 
ing the junction of Harrison Jload and Strand Road in Calcutta on 
account of the continuous running of tram (‘ars and carriages aud also owing 
to cart traflic ? 

(h) Tf so are the Government (onsidering the desirability of taking such 
actio]) as may he necessary with a view to constructing an over-bridge joining 
tliC opposite footpatlis at the junction? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley 

{a) and (//) The matter appears to be one for the consideration of the 
Coi|)oi’at ion of Calcutta and not of Government . (jlovei'niiieiit liave re- 
c'eived no complaints on the .subject and are not contemplating any action.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

*m. 

{(i) Are the Government aware that there are no sheds on the up and 
down platforms of tlie Ilooghly Ghat and Garifa stations on the Bandel- 
Naihali branch of the East Indian Railway for the protection of passengers 
fr(un tlie rain and the sun? 

(b) If so. are the (Government consklering the desirability of recom- 
mending to the Railway autliorities to take such action as tliey may consider 
nece.ssary with a view to remove this grievance? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley;— 

{(i) and (b) Tlie Hoii’ble Member is referred to Uie answer given to 
iinstarred question No. 7 asked by him at the Council meeting on 5tli March, 
19:20. The attention of the East Indian Railway authorities has been drawn 
to the alleged inconvenience, and the tioveinment of Bengal have no further 
information on the subject." 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

*IV. 

(a) Are tlie (government taking -finy st^jis to give effect to the report 
of Ihe Government of India on the progress of education in India, 1912—17, 
})ara. 100, page 42, regarding the appointment of District Inspectors in 
the Provincial Educational Service in each district? 

(h) If so, when are these appointments likely to be made? 



Questions and An^weni, 

Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley:— 

‘‘ (a) and (h) The scheme for the appointment of a District Inspector 
of Schools in llie F roviiicial Kdu(‘ational Service for eacli <ijstrict lias heen 
kept in abeyance in \iew of financial diflicailties, and Government see no pros 
pect at present of being able to introduce it/’ 


By the Hon’bie Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: - 

(a) Are the Government taking steps to increase tlie pa\ of officers of 
the T.ower Subordinate Educational Service? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to stale what pro\ ision has been 
made for the 18 officers of the Lower Subordinate Educational Scr\!ce whose 
services have recentlv l>een dis[>ensed with on the abolition ol the posts? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley:— 

(n) The answer is in the negative In this connection the Hon'bh* 
Member is ]•cferre(l to the reply given to nnstarred (jneslion No IM asked 
by the Hoi/bic Habn Sib Narayan Mnkharji at the meeting of (’mimil held 
on nth Mai'cli, 1920. 

{h) The llon'ble Member appears to be under a misappiiEimsion Gov 
eminent have not dispensed with th(‘ services of eighteen othem's of tlu‘ Lowei 
Subordinate Educational Service" 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 


l/asv/v'rs f<> frhirli ?rrrr / lid on (hr table. ) 


By the Hon’bie Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:- 

1 . 

(a) lias tlie attention ot the Government betm drawn t.o t!ic Miscns 
Sion, held in the Inijierial Legislative Louncil on the 24th Febriiarv last, on 
a resolution moved bv the Hoi/lile Mr. H. N Sarnia, I’cconmcmding tlie 
abolition of control over inter-district and inter-provinci,il movements of rice 
and otlier f(»od-stnffs. and jiart icnlarly to the ollicial statement mad(‘ b\’ the 
llon'ble Mr. Mant in connection therewith to the effect that control had been 
removed evervwhere except in the Eanjab and the United Provinces? 

[b) If so, will the Government be jileased to explain, in tlu* light of the 
alx)ve remarks their recent statements that the inter- [provincial movement of 
rice is suhiect to a system of control? 

Answer by the Hon’bie Mr, McAlpin: — 

“ {(i) The attention of Government has l>een drawn to the discussion 
in question, d'he Hon'ble Member is, however, lalxiiiring under a misaiipre 
heiKsion. He is referred to the rec'oni of the proceedings of the Imj>erial 
I^egislative Goiiiicil which will be found at page of Part VI of the 
Gazette of India of tlie fith March, 1920, from which it will appear that the 
statement made by the Hon'ble Mr. Mant referred only tf) wheat and gram, 
and not to rice. 

(b) Needs no reply/’ 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 
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2 . 

{a) Is it a fact that on recent occasions licenses for the sale of intoxi- 
cating liquor and drugs have been granted by the Excise authorities to 
graduates and undergraduates in preference to the classes who were in 
tlie trade before? 

{h) If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether this action 
denotes the adoption of a new policy ? 

(r) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of graduates 
and undergraduates who have been granted suidi licenses in the different 
districts? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ (n) and (h) Yes. No new policy has been adof>ted. The policy is 
laid down in paragraph 211 (2) of the Bengal I'.xcise Manual, Volume II, 
and is gradually to secure a l)ody of honest and reliable li<‘ensces. With this 
object in view, in some districts the (’ollectors have selecto<l graduates and 
undergraduates as licensees under the fixed fee system, 

(c) A Htatenient is laid on the table.” 


SiaieNffNt reje.rred to ut (iNS/rer to <^u(\^lioN No. 2 (r), tislicd b// thu Hon hie 
Uahii BnAHKNUkA (hiANDkA R\v itl the ( \)un.cil }feeiing onihv 29th ]inrch 
1920. 
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1920.] Questions and Ansirers, 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:- 
3 . 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show- i’i.rci< 
ing the names of any political and State prisoners and other j>ersons detained 
for political rea^sons, in Bengal, who have not l>een released yet? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

The number of {)ersons I'onfined under Bengal Regulation [II of 1818 
at the instance of the Government of Bengal is at prCvsent 37. (lovernment 
are not prepared to publish the names of thevse persons. There are no other 
persons detained for ]>olitical reasons in Bengal.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

4 . 

(a). Has the attentjon of tlie (iovernment been drawn to the observations 
made by Mr. Noyce, Controller of (-otton Cloth, in his rcjxirt, published in a. 
the (inzette of Indio, dannary 31, 13*20, to the effec't that in Bengal standard 
cloth was ‘‘ popular amongst the peo])lc who got it " and that “ the (juantity 
of standard cloth sold was insufli(‘ient to alfect the market rates of other idoth, 
hut the fact that standai'd cloth could i>e counted on had a salutary etlect 
on potential {)rofiteers?'’ 

{h) Has the attention of Governnient been also drawn to the viu \ small 
(juantitv of standard cloth indented for Bengal, as compared with the <*ther 
provinces ^ 

(c) Will the Government he pleased to state their reasons for not indent 
intr for standard cloth in larger quantities in view of the observations leferred 
to above ? 

'(d) Til what circumstances does the case of Bengal differ from those of 
the other provinces which indented heavily, justifying such action or lack of 
action on the part of this Government? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr 

” (a) Yes. 

(h) Yes. 

ic) and (d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the sjieechcs of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Crum and the Hoii’ble Sir H. Wheeler at llie meeting of this 
Council on the 13th February, 1319.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


5 . 


(a) Is it a fact that the fmlian Association recently addressed the 
Government stating that it would ap[>oint a .standing committee who would 
be in perpetual session and would [iroiufitly submit their views on all un 
questions relating to the reforms that might l>e referred to tliem from time to '••a 
time as in the case of the committee appointed by this Council on the 3rd 
February bust for a similar j>urpose? 


(b) If so, what reply has been given to the said communication ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that there is a considerable feeling in the 
iSOUDtry that public opinion on these (questions should be ascertained not 

‘ r through a committee of this Council, but upon reference to recognised 
associations that might offer to deal with them expeditiously? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ {a) Yes. 

{h) A copy of the reply of Government is laid on the table. 

(c) Government have seen certain statements to this efiPect, but they have 
to be guided by what is practically possible, looking at the date on which the 
final elections will be held.” 


Copy of tetter No. 570171 A.R., dated the 27th February 1920, referred to m 
the amwet to (juestion No. 5 (nnstarred) of the 29th March 1920, from th$ 
Additional Secretniiy to the Government of Bengal, Appointment 
(Reforms) Department, to the F^ecretnry to the Indian Association and 
Secretary to the Marwari Association. 


1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 14 dated 
l ilt' ,11',' February, 1920, regarding the formation of an Advisory (/ornmittee 

to (leal with niatt(U‘s arising out ol the proposals ior ( '(mstitutiojiaJ Reforms. 

2 In reply, I am to say that, for the reasons outlined by Ilis Excellency 
at the meeting of the Legislative Council on the 3rd February, 1920, it is not 
(considered exi)e(iient to enlarge unduly the size of the standing committee 
which has been formed, and which it is intended to restrict to Members of 
the l^egislative (kmncil. The admission of claims to rcs[)resentation from 
some outside bodies must obviously lead to claims from others, which could 
not be conceded if the (committee is to remain of manageable size. An endeavour 
will, however, be made to consult particijlar interests about individual points 
with wliich they may be specially concerned. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

6 . 

Purchase hikI 
sole oi' halt ajid 
shortage of 
supply at 
bulUea Sail 
Uolahs. 

{h) Has the attention of the Government been drawn by a number of 
Indian salt merchants to the fact that the European importers of salt com- 
pelled the Indian purchasers to pay rates higher than those fixed in the said 
notification, in respect of contracts entered into before tlie said notification 
but in respect of which contracts there was no appropriation of goods within 
the meaning of section 83 of the Indian CoJitract Act? 

(r) Did the Indian salt merchants bring to the notice of the Government, 
in their letter to the Finaniual Secretary to the local Government, dated the 
15th January, 1920, that they h^ve received legal advice that the realisation 
of the higher rates by the sellers in respect of deliveries effected after the 
1st January, 1920, even under contracts entered into before the date of the 
said notification, was a breach of the orders under the said notification? 

{d) Did the Indian merchants approach the Government for relief in 
this connection? 


{a) Did the local Government modify all or any of the rates menti(3ned 
in clauses 1 ami 2 of the notification No. 5008 Corn., dated tlie 23]'(] Decem- 
ber, 1919, fixing tlie maximum prit^e at whicli salt should be sold with effect 
fiom the 1st January, 1920, in the case of contracts entered into before the 
date of the said notification ? 
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{«) What mquiries have the CJovernment made in this matter and wliat 
steps have the Government taken against tliose wlio committed ;i breach of 
the said notification? 

(/) What steps have the Government taken to accord relief to tlie Indian 
seUers?^^ respect of the higher rates realised from them by tlie European 

(g) When issuing the said notification were the Government a^\are of 
the .act that on account of the shortage in the su])ply of wagons and on 
account of inadequate arrangements at the Siilkea Salt Uulahs salt ])ur 
chased since aliout the 24th November, 11)19, had not been given deliverN of 
at the date of the said notilication ? 

(//) Are the (Jovernmeiit aware of the fact that at the date of the said 
notification, on account of the non-deliverv of sail for the reasons nieiilioned 
preceding question the Indian purchasers had to take dehverx of 
about 7.00,000 maunds of sa,!t under (‘ontraets entered into hefoia* tlu* 
23rd December, 1919, and that if they had to pay at the contract rates and 
sell at the rates mentioned in the said notification, they stood to lose heavilv 
for no fault of their own ? 

(/) Are the Government aware that although the demands reijuire a 
supply of about 100 wagons per diem at the Sulkea Salt Golahs, a much 
smaller number of wagons (sometimes mimliering onlv 10 to lo) are in fact 
supplied ? 

(i) What steps have the Government taken to seemre a largiu' supply of 
wagons to prevent serious shortage of salt? 

(k) Are the Government awart' of a feeling that exists that this shortage 
of suj)})ly cannot be merely due to the scarcity of wagons, inasmuch as 
wagons for despatch of salt liave for some time been sii|)])iu‘d at th(» Howrah 
Gliat Shed by reason of which preference is secured by a very few number of 
merchants? 

(/) What stej)s have the Government taken to see that all wagons 
available for the conveyance of salt are supplied at the Sulkea Salt Golahs? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ (a) No. 

(u) These staiements weie made in their re}>reser) tat ions to (iovernment. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes. 

(c) and (/) As this was a matter of legal interpretation whirh only a 
court of law was competent to decide, (iovernment refrained from interfereiico. 

{(f) Government have no ofliiual knowledge of the amount of salt ]mr- 
chased between the 24th November and 23rd December, but their informatif)n 
is that the purchases made in this period were very largely in exet'ss of the 
amounts that could possibly have been deliveref) within a reasonable time in 
the most favourable conditions. It is true that there was a shortage of wagon 
supply, but this was well known to the trade before the large purc!;ases 
referred to were made. There were occasions during tlu* period when facili- 
ties for the removal of salt by lx>ats were offered but were not aci e[)ted. 

(h) See answer to {(j). This has l^emi stated Viy the Indian merchants 
in their representations to Government, who have no otlier soiin e of inffumia- 
tion regarding contracts. 

(i) Yes. 

(j) The Chustoms Department have repeatedly drawn the attention of 

Railway Company concerned to the shortage of wagons. 

(A•^ This is a matter for the East Indian Railway. 

(Z) See answer to {]).'* 
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By the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray:— 

7. 

{a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether a programme of 
major settlement operations for the Rajshahi Division has been decided upon? 

(h) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay a copv of the programme 
on the table ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

(a) and {h) The provisional programme of survey and settlement 
operations in the Rajshahi Division is as follows: — 

Years of traverse 
survey. 

Pabna and Rogra ... ... ... 1919—22 

Rangpur ... ... ... 1 922 — 26 

Dinajpiir ... ... ... 1926 — 30 

Survey of)erations have been commenced in the first block of the districts 
of Pabna and Bogra.” 


By the Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray: — 

8 . 

(a) Is it a fact that there is not a single Hindu member re])resenting the 
Natore subdivision on the Rajshahi District Board (excepting the present 
subdivisional officer, who is an e:r-offi,cio member) ? 

{h) If the answer to clause {n) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the advisability of nominating a Hindu member to the District 
Board from this subdivision ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ {a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

{h) Under the Local SelfTiovernment Act ap])ointments to District 
Boards are made by the Commissioner of the Division. That officer will 
consider the matter wlien the District Board is next rec'onstituted. ’ 


By the Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 

9 - 

[a) Will the Covemuicnt be [)l(>aseH (o stfite wlien it is j)i'()})().se(i to 
f>:ive final effect to the recommendations of tlie Public Services Commission 
regarding the pay and prospects of the members of the i’rovimaal Services, 
Executive and Judicial ? 

(&) Will the Government lie jileased to lay on the taide a detailed state- 
ment of the jn\)f)osals, as finally decided upon, I'egarding the fulurc prospects 
of these services ? 

(r) Will the Government be jileased lo state what stejis are proposed to 
be taken regarding the future pay and prospects of sub-deputy collectors! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ (a) and (b) Final orders regarding the future pay and prospects of 
the Provincial Services. Executive and Judicial, have not yet been passed, 
but it is hoped that a decision will now be reached very shortly. 

(c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to unstarred 
question No. 10 ^t the meeting of the Council held on the 3rd February, 1920,” 
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1920.] Questions amt Ansiers. 

By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur;— 

10 . 

[a) Will the Government he ])leiise(l to state wliat anunint, if any, Inis 
been spent regardin;^ the impnnTment of the khals in Kastern Hengai, viz., 
Tnisi and Ddlai khals out of the sum of Rs. 50,000 allotted in the eurrent 
yeai 's budget ? 

(li) If nothing has been spent, will the Government be pleased to stale 
the reason whv ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

(a) Of the special budget provision of Rs. 50,000 for im[;i*oveinent of 
waterways in the Dacca district, nothing has been sj)ent. 

(b) Owing primarily to the shortness of establishment which precluded 
the formation of a temporary works division at Dacca and secondly to the 
fact that no dredger is available.” 

By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur: — 

11 . 

Will the ( b)V(*r]*mcnt lu‘ pl('as(Ml to state* wlnit Inus been dont* dining 
the veai’ for the* imj)rovt‘m(‘nl of the nver na\igation in tlu^ dislrii‘ts of 
l).K‘ca and M viiitaisinyh and what the Gov(‘rinm*nt pi’ojiose to do during tliti ui Ou 
coming vcai ^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley : — 

“ Tlie exjiendit lire during 1010 20 on the maintenance of waterways in 
tlie Da(a‘a dislric't is estimated at Rs 1111,000, while for the year 1020-21 tlie 
budget estimate bas lieen placed at Rs 41,750 

It is not tlu* intention of (Jovernment for hnan(*ial and ailminist rative 
reasons to take uj). during the year 1020 21, any works inva>l\mg ca})ita! 
expenditure on waterways in either tlie Dacca or Mymensingb district It 
IS, however, intended that as works now nnd(‘r construction iirr comf>!f4,ed 
and financial and adniinistrativ(* reasons permit, to undertake capital expen 
ditiire on waterways in the Dacca district 

% 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

12 . 

(«) Will the Government he pleased to make a statement detailing 
the building and sanitary schemes that ma\ fie under their (‘onsideration in 
connection with the Dacca University 

(b) What is the total amount now to the credit of the Dacca University 
as grants from the Imperial and Provincial funds, rei urring and non- 
recurring 

(c) What will be the probable (vapital and recurring exfienditiire for the 
Dacca University? 

(d) Is it the intention of the Government to (‘harge the Dm ca University 
funds for the value of the Government buildings to be transferred to it? 

(e) If so, what will approximately lx* the amount to te so charged for 

respective buildings and other items of property, and on what principle 

said valuation been made? 

2 a 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ {a) Government have under consideration pioposals for the sewerage 
of the Dacca University area and for the following building projects: — 

(1) Three halls. 

(2) Ten residences for members of the University staff. 

(3) Three residences for Government officers to replace houses which 

it is proposed to make over to the University. 

(4) Three intermediate colleges. 

(5) Buildings for the Dacca Training College, including a demons- 

tration school. 

(6) A hostel for the School of Engineering. 

(7) Additions to and alterations in the buildings of the Dacca College, 

School of Engineering and the Eastern Bengal and Assam 

Secretariat. 

{h) Approximately 62 lakhs on 31st March, 1920. 

(r) The estimates have not yet been worked out. 

(rf) and {e) It is proposed to meet from the I)a lance of the Imperial 
grants for the Dacca University the cost of constructing residences to replace 
the T*esidences of Government officers which will be made over to the Univer- 
sity. Estimates of cost are not yet ready. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaiidhuri: — 


The 

of IddiiHtriett. 


13 . 

{(i) fs it a fact that the first (‘lacse of the teians of r*eference for the 
Indian Industrial Commission was “ whether new .openings for tlie f)rofitable 
eni[)loyment of fndian (•aj)ital in cominerc'e and industry can be indicated 

(h) Is the Department of Industries being orgainsed on tlie l)asis of the 
recommendations of the Commission ? 


(r) Was the clause referred U) above accepted by tlie Imperial and local 
Governments as a principle for the guidance of the activities of the Depart- 
ment of Industries? 


(d) Before acquiring land for industrial purposes Por the companies 
meTitioned in reply to tlie Council question No :i4 (unstarred) on 18th 
December, 1919, did the Government inquire as to, and, if so, will they be 
pleased to state, what percentage of tlie capital of these (ompanies was 
*■ Indian ’’? In what sense has the word been taken? 

If no such inquiry has been made, wall the Government }>e pleased to 
consider the desirability of directing such an inquiry to be made? 

(/) Is the Director of Industries the final authority to judge of the 
national importance of the industries applying for special facilities of land 
accjuisition? 

([/) What procedure is followed before an acquisition is made? 

(h) Have further lands been acquired for industrial purposes subse- 
quent to the 18th December, 1919, or any application received tor facilities 
for the purpose of land acquisition? 

(?) Did the Government imjuire as to. and, if so, wdll they be pleased to 
state, what is the percentage of Indian capital in the companies that have 
applied for or obtained special facilities in the forests for development of 
industries ? 
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(;)Is it a fact that several large European companies haVe acquired and 
are acquiring extensive plots of land in the neighlxnirhood of Calcutta for 
starting industrial concerns? 

(k) Have they applied for or received anv help from the Government? 
If so. will the Government be pleased to state what is the nature of such help ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

(a) Yes. 

{b) Yes. 

(c) Yes; but the suggestion in this and the following questions that 
facilities for the acquisition of land have been given to hairopean capital and 
not to Indian capital in despite of this principle is misleading. The jirincijile 
which Government have adopted in respect of such facilities is to grant them 
in order to foster industries in the interest of the general public. Whether 
European or Indian capital is employed is a question of initiative. Govern- 
ment would emphatically welcome an extension of the profitable employment 
of Indian capital in commerce and industry. Hitherto Indian linns have 
allowed European firms, whether the capital is mainly Indian or hairopean, 
to take the initiative in most cases of the kind under consideration; they have 
themselves only taken the initiative in a limited number of cases. 

{fl) No; but it is understood that in three of the cases the capital was 
offered for subscrijition in India. It is inqiracticable in the case of sj)e(hlic 
companies to state what peiventage of capital is Indian in the sense of being 
held by Indians, as such cajiital can change hands from day to day. Indian 
capital can therefore be best defined as capital which is offered for subsci'ip 
tion in India. 

(c) Government do not see the necessity for such an inquiry. Tlie 
considerations which will weigh most wdtli Government are the nature of the 
undertaking and the public intere.sls therein 

( / ) No. Government ai’e the final authority to decadi^ tvhether the 
special facilities of land acquisition should be utilised in the interests of the 
general fniblic. 

(a) 1lie jirocedure, wduch has been in pnnms of development, is now 
as follows in respect of cases covered by the recommendations of the 
Jmiustrial ( ’oniniissioiL The application is referred for opinion to the 
Director of Indu.stries, who refers it to the Hoard of fndustries ami Munitions, 
if the advice of that Board is required either ny the Local Government or b\ 
liim. On the receipt of lii-; report Government, if they consider there is a 
ffrima facie case for tlie grant of facilities under the Land Acquisition Act, 
direct an oflicer to hold an iiKjuiry umler section 40 of the Land Ac(|uisition 
Act. This report is submitted to Government through the (commissioner. 
If Government on perusal of that report and the Commissioner’s opinion 
thereon are satisfied that the conditions of section 41 of tliat Act have been 
fulfilled, an agreement is executed with the company wliich is published in 
the Gazette. Action under section 0 and the follow ing sections of the Land 
Acquisition Act is then taken. 

(//) The question ])ut by the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta merely 
related to the names of the industrial companies to whom facilities for land 
acquisition had been given prior to the 18th December. Applications from 
the following firms had also been received prior to that date — 

(1) the National Tannery Company ; 

(2) the Bengal Chemical and Pharmaceutical Works, Limited; 

(3) the Rajshahi Tannery Company ; 
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(4) the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation Limited, and 

(5) two European firms. 

The first three applications are at present under consideration. Fatali- 
ties have been granted in res{)ect of the fourth application in the ordinary 
course apart from the recommendations of the Industrial Commission; and 
they have been refused in the case of the fifth. 

(?) No. 

(;) Several companies, both European and Indian, have acquired or are 
acquiring extensive plots of land in the neighbourhood of Calcutta for start- 
ing industrial concerns. 

(^) The only large European companies to whom help has been given 
by fJovernment for starting industrial concerns in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutta are Messrs. Marshall, Sons and Company and Messrs. Thornycroft 
(India), Limited, on their application for the facilities of the Land Acquisi- 
tion Act. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri; — 

14 . 

(ri) Will the Government be pleased to state the extra cost involved 
in the schemes for the revision of the jiav and other emoliiTuents of the officers 
in the following Imperial Services, so ^ar as Bengal is concerned:- - 

(?) Indian Civil Service, 

(//) Indian Police Service, 

(???) Indian Medical Service, 

(?^^) Indian Educational Service, 

(r) Indian Forest Service, 

(/’/) Indian Engineering Service? 

(/?) Are the Government in a position to give an approximate estimate 
of the additional cost likely to be involved in the near future by revision of the 
jiay and other emoluments of gazetted officers einjiloved in the different Pro- 
vincial and Subordinate Services in Bengal ? 

(r) lias any estimate lieen prepared for any revisi> n of pay of the 
ministerial suboi'dinates employed at the headcjiiarters offices of the Govern- 
ment of Bengal and in the district offices? 

(d) What (‘lass of officers are entitled to house rent allowance under the 
Calcutta House Allowance Scheme, and what are their maximum and mini- 
mum salaries? 

(e) Will the Government l>e pleased to state wtjy ministerial officers 
employed in the Secretariat and attached offices are excluded from the 
benefits of the said scheme? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

(a) and (b) Only approximate figures can be given in the following 
cases: — 

(?) Indian Civil Service, Rs. 4,63,000. 

(??) Indian Medical Service, Rs. 1,81,000 
(in) Imperial Public Works Service, Rs. 85,375. 

(ie) Provincial Civil Service, Rs. 5,90,000. 

(?)j Provincial Medical Service, Rs. 1,33,000. 

(vi) Provincial Public Works Service, Rs. 35,000. 
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Separate figures are not available for the other .services. The. total 
figures of the estimated cost of revision of pay of officers, Imperial and Pro- 
vincial, in the following services are as follows: - 

Police Service, Ps. 1,87,000. 

Education Service, Rs. 3,76,000. 

Forest Service, Rs. 38,000. 


(c) No. 

(d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to rules 1, II and III of the rules 
relating to the Calcutta, Bombay and Rangoon House Allowaiu'e Schemes. 

(e) Ministerial servants employed in Calcutta are not of the class regard- 
ing which administrative difficulties have arisen. They have been generally 
recruited directly for Calcutta appointments, while the allowance is primarily 
intended for those gazetted officers wdio are liable to .serve in any part of the 
province, and who receive no special salary or allowance when transferred to 
the Presidency town/' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

15. 

{(i) Have the Government any statistics taken from any regular process 
of registration, of the total number of seamen em|)loyed in the Metcantile ^ 
Marine ( n 

(h) If so, what are the total number and main disIriGs of recruitment ^ 

(r) If tliere is no sucli record kept, are the Gover*nment t‘onsidering the 
desirability of taking early ste}>s for the purpose of keeping a pioper record '' 

(d) What is the total number of these men who shipped from Bengal 
})orts during the war and who were cmjdoyed in keeping the seas open ? 

(c) Is it a fact that nearly nine hundred of these men. though non-com- 
batants, lost their lives in the uar? 

(/) What relief has the Government granted to the dependants ol those 
w ho died ? 

{(/) Is there aiiv agency of the Government througli winch they exercise 
supei’vision ovei' the re(]uirements of Bengal scmiikui (Miiployed in the 
Mercantile Marine, in tlie matter of theii* term.s and conditions of .servic^e, 
health, food and clothing^ 

(//) Is there any s[>e< ial hos])ital presided l/r Indian seamen in Calcutta 
and < diittagong ? 

(i) Is there any i)lace j>io\ided for tlic.-e men to meet togc'thei* foi* 
^reation ])urposest 

Cv' (j) What arrangement is there for the im]>rovement and protection of 
Ifeir morals ? 

(A*) If the answers to chaises (/) to (j), are in the negative, are the Gov 
lament taking any steps tc remedy this state of afl'airs? 


iswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

(a) Yes. 

(b) The total number is 155,911, but it is not known bow many of these 
ive died or discontinued working as seamen. 

The main districts of recruitment are Dacca, Noakhali, Chittagong and 
dcutta in Bengal and Sylhet in Assam. 
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{c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answers given above to 
questions {a) and (&). 

(d) The total number is 108,392. 

{e) Yes. 

(/) A scheme of compensation for the dependants of lascars of British 
ships who were killed or injured through war risks was sanctioned by His 
Majesty’s Government and worked by the War Risks Insurance Associations 
of the United Kingdom with the assistance of the Government of India and 
the Local Governments in the matter of the identification of the dej)endants 
and the payment of the allowances sanctioned. The details of the scheme 
were published in a Press Oommuniqufi issued by the Marine Department of 
the Government of Bengal dated the 5th December, 1916, a copy of which is 
laid on the table. 

{(j) The Indian Merchant f>hipping Act, 1859 (1 of 1859), and the 
articles of agreement prescribed under the provisions of the Indian Merchant 
Shipping Act, 1883 (V of 1883), provide for the terms and conditions of 
service, health, food and clothing of the seamen. The Shipping Master, 
Calcutta, is the officer of Government responsible for seeing that the rights 
and interests of seamen are safeguarded. 

{h) No. 

(i) No. 

(j) This question is not understood. 

(k) Government are taking no steps in connection with the matters 
referred to in (juestions (h), (?) and (;).” 


Conunnniqve referred to in the amsvjer to question No. ITj (/) [unstarred) of 

the 29th March, 1920, 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 
Marine Department. 

Dated Calcutta, the 5th Decemher 1916, 


Scheme of Compens.^tion for Lascars of British Ships. 

With a view to provide for the dependants of lascars of British ships 
who are killed or injured through war risks, a scheme of compensation has 
been sanctioned by His Majesty’s Government and will be worked by the War 
Risks Insurance Associations in the United Kingdom with the assistance of 
the Government of India in the matter of the identification of the dependants 
and the payment of the allowances sanctioned The War Risks Associations 
Will settle all claims on receipt of the papers of identification from the Govern- 
ment of India, but payments to claimants will be made in India. 

2. In order that the claims may be settled and payments made as soon 
as possible after a casualty or casuafties are known to happen, the Shipping 
Masters. Calcutta and Chittagong, the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, 
and the Magistrates of the districts of this P]‘esidency, which are ordinarily 
the homes of the lascars, have been requested to issue notices throughout their 
respective jurisdictions explaining the scheme and inviting af){)lications from 
persons directly affected by the death or injury of lascars. These officei’S 
have also been asked to obtain the assistance of persons or firms that recruit 
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lascars. To relieve immedi«ate distress the (jovernment of Bengal will, on 
receipt of the identification papers, sanction the payment, pending iinal award 
by the War Risks Association, of a provisional advance, not ordinaril\ 
exceeding one month’s pay of the deceased, to the person entitled to receive 
the compensation. The scale of compensation is given below: — 


WIDOW’S PENSION. 

First Class. — Husband whose pay exceeds Rs. 35 monthly. Pension 
Ms. 12 monthly. 

Second Class. — Husband whose })ay is over Rs. 25 but does not e.vceed 
Rs. 35 monthly. Pension Rs. 10 monthiy. 

Third Class. — Husband whose j)ay is over Rs. 20 but does not excetni 
Rs. 25 monthly. Pension Rs. 8 monthly. 

Fourth Class. — Husband whose pay is under Rs. 20 monthly Prns0)n 
Rs. ti monthly. 

The widow’s pension to cease on re-marriage. 


CIlll.DREN S AI.EOWANCES. 

An extra rupee per month to be allowed to all classes for each idiihl up 
to the age of 14 years. 


OTHER DEl^ENDAN rS. 

If no widow's pension is awarded then in necessitous cases allovvaru’es 
may be made to other dependants up to, but not exceeding, the amount of 
n widow's pension. 

The amount awarded (within the above limits) to be based on the degT’ee 
of dependency. 


GENERAL. 

The pay to be taken at the rate received by the husband at the tune of 
his death without any addition by way of victualliiig allowance. 

Arising out of a single death there cannot l)e awarded amongst all the 
dependants more than an amount equal to a single widow s pension, ami 
children’s allowances. 

Claims for injury will, except in very serious cases, be settled by lump- 
sum payments calculated to cover the probable period of incayiacity. 

All claims should i»c submitted to the* ()ili(;cj*H named in the above 
.paragraph. 

The Govfrmmmt of India arc anxious that ail persons euitithsl to 
compensation should receive it as quickly as possible and the Governor in 
Council hopes that the publication of this notice w ill tend t(> accelerate the 
il^receipt of the information necessary to enable Government to dispose iironqitly 
ik)f all reasonable claims of lascars and their dependants. 

¥. A. A. COWLEY, 

Secretary. 

3 
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Nautical Bcliool 
for training of 
Bengal lawcarH. 
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platf(!rni, 
waitiug-iooin 
and other 
convouionccH for 
pilgriniH at 
Sitakund etation 
on AHSuin-Bongal 
Railway. 


PartienlurH of 
recent increaHc 
of pay sanctioned 
to olHcers of 
all Horvices in 
Bengal. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

16. 

(a) How far has the question of the establishment of a nautical school 
for the training of Bengal lascars advanced? 

{h) Will the Government be pleased to state the general outline and 
scope of the school and its proposed standard of education ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:*— 

(a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given at the Council 
meeting of 5th March last to question No. 31 (h) by the Hon’ble Member, 
on the subject of the training of Indian seamen in the elements of the theory of 
navigation and for the training of Indians in the art of navigation on a scientific 
b.asis. 

{h) The report of the committee referred to in that answer is awaited.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

17. 

{(i) Has the attention of the Government been di’awn to the grievances 
of a very large iiuniber of Hindu pilgrims at Sitakund railway station on 
the Assara-Bengal Railway for want of a raised jilatforni, a waiting-room, 
rest-house and a. sufficient number of carriages, particularly on “ Shiva 
Chaturdashi " day? 

{b) Are the Government aware that these grievances of the Hindu 
public have repeatedly been brought to the notice of the Railway authorities 
and that nothing luis yet been done by them for their removal? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking such 
action in the matter as they may think fit? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a), {h) and (c) The Bengal Government have no information on the 
subject. Tlie Hon’ble Member is referred to the Railway Board.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

18. 

(fl) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table an exhaustive- 
statement showing the following j)articulars, viz. 

(/) the increase in the rates of pay recently sanctioned in Bengal to- 
the officers of all the services, Imperial, Provincial, Subordinate, 
Ministerial and others; 

(;7) the total increase in each service; 

{iri) the percentage of increase over the existing piiy; 

{ir) the date of sanction of such increase; and 

( p) tJie date from which effect has been given or is proposed to be 
given to the scheme of increase in the different services ? 

(h) What are the services, if any, in which no increase of pay has beem 
allowed? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ A statement is being prepared and will be laid on the table when it is 
reiidy. ” 
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

THE BENGAL AGRICULTURAL AND SANITARY 
IMPROVEMENT BILL, 1920. 

Tho Hou’ble Mr. (’unimiug niovi'd l.liat t.lio IJongal Agricultural aiul 
•isanitary Itnproveiii Jut Bill. 192(i. bj referred to a Select Oouiiiiilt('e euiisistiiig 
of tlie Hon’ble Sir Charles Stev uisoii-Moore, the Hon'ble Mr. C’Malley, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Uoy, the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin, the Hon’ble Mr. (h)wley, tlie 
Hon'blo Raja Hri.shikesh Laha, (In' Hon’ble Knniar Shib SIn'khereswar Ray, 
tho flon’ble Khan Sahib .\inan .Vli. tlu' Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Ali, the llon'Iile 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, the Hon’bh' Rai Malu'iidra Chandra Mitra 
Baha<lur and the mover, wiili instrnetions i(i submit their report in time for 
its presentation at the duly meeting of the Council. 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

“ My Lord,! welcome tliis Bill, Init. 1 Ix'g leave l.oiliseiiss a matter which 
is a very imporlunt one regarding the principle ol the Bill lor the reeoviu'y 
of costs. 1 find that in tin' Bill itsidf there is no strong indication as to the 
recovery of costs from tenants, as well as the manner in which the costs are 
to be recovered. We find in clause .'itl (/) and [k] indications to show that 
rules are to he fratned for that purjiose. 1 beg have to say that thi' rules, if 
framed, :irO not open to the public for consideration. Iieeanse the authority is 
<lelegat’ed liy the legislature to tlie Executive (iovernment. It is far better 
that tlu^so rules, especially t his rule being of a very important naiiire. should 
jiass through the legislature and the public ought to have a fine hand in this 
matter. 1 am fully awari' of the lact that in the Drainage Act there are 
certain Sections — dl totl — which give indication as to the maiini'r ol the 
recovery of costs, but we do not find any such jirovision in this Bill, and tdie 
matter is delegated by the legislatiiri' to the Executive (roveriiment. If rules 
have been framed already, 1 submit that these rules ought to be brought 
liefore the. Select Coinmitiee. and the legislature ought to have a voice in this 
connection. If the rules have not been framed, 1 submit it is high time that 
th('y should lie so drafted and brtmght to the notice of the Select Committee 
and the legislature. It is highly necessary that it should be iirovided in the 
Act. In the Embankment Act we have got an indicat ion as t() how the cost 
will be rr'covered ^ in the Drainage Act- we have also an indication to^tdi.it 
effect. If they are not so indic.ited in this Bill it would be r.ather a difficult 
matter both for landlord and the tenant. My submissioip therefoic, to the 
Eouneil is that the authors of the Bill will kindly consider whether it is 
necessary to do 8 J here or not. It the rules are framed hereafter ami given 
effect to, the, public will not have tie- opportunity to speak in this connection. 
The principle which I have enunci.ated may be eonsnien'il by the Council as 
well as by the Select Comniitto' and pari ii ularly by the authors of tho Bill.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem said 

” My Lord, I take this opportunity of expressing the gratitude of tho 
rural population in general and tho agricultural class in particular to the 
Hon’ble Mr. Cumming and to your Excellency’s (Toverninont for tho intr</- 
duction of this much needed measure. In this conncctiivn I submit for the, 
consideration of tho Hoft’ble Member in charge and the Select (Jommittee 
that as has been suggested by the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra 
Baliadur that everything ought not to be left to the rules and that some of 
the most important things which are to be included in the rules should be 
with advantage incorporated in the Bill itself. Secondly, I submit that 

3 A 
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there should l)e some more delinil(3 projK)RalH for r(*-excavation and what 
is more reclamation and improvement of irrigation tanks. It should he^made 
ohjigatory on tlie Collector to pass necessary orders for the same whenever 
on inquiry h(3 finds tliat it is necessary in the interest and improvennmt ol 
agriculture. My Lord, tluire is one diHiculty in this connection, and it is this : 
some of these irrigation tanks an^ owned by several owners, and tliey cannot 
(lombine togedher or agrees to re-ex cavate or to improve or repair tliem, and 
the law should provide' that if any of these eo-ovvners so wishes he may with 
legal help be allowed to ])urchnse the whole tank at a n^asonable cost to be 
s(‘ttled by the (.Villector or tlui Revenue authorities so that he may improve 
the same. 

Tln're is another matter to which I wish lo draw the attention of this 
Council and that is about the pasture land. We det'ply feel the necessity of 
pasture land in the rural areas and unless our cattle have got a pasture land 
th(\v cannot be of much use. It is true that they can be fed with fodder 
and other things. l)Ut a grazing land is more nect^ssary to the cattle than 
ordinary food. 1 hope this matter will be taken into consideration wlnm the 
Rill is considered by the Select Committ(‘ 0 . 

With these words, my Lord, I beg to support the motion now before the 
house.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cuntming said 

‘‘My Lord, at this stage* tlui llon’bh* Rai Mahendra Chandra ]Mitra 
Rahadui' has raised a question of jirineiple, namely, the method according to 
which recoveries should b<‘ made. Rut after h(\armg his remarks on the 
subject, 1 venture lo think that tlies(‘ remarks appertain more ])ro])orly to a 
question of procedure. He is under a misa])prehension if lu* thinks that it is 
proposed that the public should riot be consulted at all regarding the ruh's for 
the recoV(‘ry of costs. If he will refer to claus(‘ 3(), Ik* will s('(* that it is laid 
down that no rules are to lx* passed without previous tiublication, which obviously 
includes consideration of any opinions which are recu'ived aftei* such publica- 
tion. In any case, I can inform him that there ar(3 at ))resent rules in draft, 
whitth will be shown to the Sidect Committ(*(^ ; l)ut, ]f this Rill is hen^after 
])assed, the rules will published formally and submitted for ]>ul)lic 
criticism. So much as r(3gards his objection. 

As regards the first point raised by the Hon’bh* Maulvi Abul Kasem, I 
can assure him that tlie question of ih(3 r(*-ex(;avation of tanks will be cuinsi- 
dered by the Solofjt Committee. As to his other point, the provision of pasture 
land was not one of the primary objects contemj)lated in this Bill. 

With th(3se remarks, my Lord, I desire again to move that the Rill bo 
referred to a Select Committee.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


LIST Ot BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

THE CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 1920. 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan presented the 
Report of tin? Select Committee on t^re Calcutta Rent Bill, 1920. 

He said : — y 

“My Lord, I beg to present the report of the Select Committee on the 
Calcutta Rent Bill. The report of the committee summarizes the changes 
made by it in the Bill and although it is j)erhap8 unnecessary for me to 
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recapitulate tliosc alterations which are iiioit of form t han of {>ubstaiKH% I 
tiiiuk 1 should rehn* to some of tin* ini]X)riani chang\?s allei’lin^ ihe mam 
principles of the Hill which have been made by the Select Committee, in tlie 
iirst instance, I may point out that the scopi' of th(‘ Hill has Ixmmi consuliT- 
ably n'stricted. As intiaeluced in Council it apj»lie<l to lands hu. si'paralely 
f(^r ihti purpose of business and trade, to lands on uhieh buildings liad lieen 
erected, to any buildings or part of a building h>t S('parat(dy for any fiurpose 
whatever and to any land h‘t tooethcr with such a building or \ art of a buihl- 
ing. ddie Committee thought tliat this defmiiion \vas 1 (k) comprehensive in 
its scope and that it was unnecessary that it should apply in all tiie eas(‘s 
wdiicii I have just immtioneil and which would inehuh‘ siicli cases as Mills, 
1* actoritis and Warehouse's and even to lands let it)r, say, use astimbm* yards. 
The (hjfinition of premisi^s has, thend'oro, in view of 1 iiis fact, bemi altertai 
and it now includes only huildings or parts of Imildings let for n^sidimtial, 
charitable, educational or public purposes or for us(< as shops and olhc('s 
togethm* with the land attacdiiug to tlnmi ami hd with tliem, such as 
compounds. Stalls for tlu^ rct iil sale of goods in markeds where nu'at, fish, 
fruits, V(‘getables, or liv(‘-stock are bought and sohl havi* l)(‘en (‘xeliided 
as it was felt that tlunv would b(‘ great practical difficulty in aj^plyiiig 
standard rent to such stalls of which the rent must di'pond on the iialun* 
of tliii season and of supply. Jn my .speech when intrcHlucing this Hill, I 
(^xjiressed a desire to see hottds brought wiihin tin* optn-ations of tlu^ Hill. 

1 am glad to say that tlu‘ (Jommitt(‘e w(*r(' mianimonsly ol‘ this vi(>w, and the 
opportunity has bcum taken to bring within tin* scope* of tln^ Hill rooms in 
hot(ds, boarding houses and lodging house's, th(‘ oe*(*upants of wldidi havei, 
as the memb(‘rs of this f^ounedl arc aware, hoon oftem mendh^ssiy (‘Xploilod. 

1 hope that a solution of this difficulty has beam found by the* S(dee*l (kme 
mitic(a \\h‘ liavc! a(‘cordingly {irovided that tin* temanls eir occupants of 
rooms in hot(ds, boarding house^s and lodging ImiiscH who an* aggri(‘ve’<l by 
e^xorbitant demands may apply to t he ( k)ntre>ller to fix an inclusive rent or 
(diargc. The Controller may then proccaal to take into consideration l hi* cost 
of food, furnitiire and se'rvie*(* as widl as the re'ut or charge's paid on t in*, 1st 
April, Ihlh, and fix such r(*ni or charge* as In' may di'cm just. 

Tin* next important chaeigc whiidi we hav'e' introduc(*el is that the land- 
lord is not to get merely the hai’e* ri'ut he re'Ceuverl on tin* Isl April, 1919, 
or, where* premiise^s we'i'c not tln*n hU,, the* hare* re*nt at which they we*re* last 
let before that date*. What we fe'lt was that the* Hill if pasH<*d into law would 
!)(*, in operation orelinarily for tfiren* years ami that, tln*refe)re*, nnde.*r all the 
elreiimstam^es, it was not. unrerisonahle in view ol the* eexpemses, high piiejes 
of building m:vte*rials and in(!ri*as(*,d cost of living whieli landlords have* had 
to bear just as much as other se*e*tionH of tin' community that they slouM be*.# 
allowed a (Certain pewce'iitage' of inere'ase* e)ve*r tin* olei rimt. d'he de'inand 
made for this increase*, my Lorei, in the* Se'h'ct t'ommitte*.e was cewtaiuly a 
veu'y (*xorbitant om*, but 1 am glad te) say that after a good di'al eif argnnn'nt 
we came to the unanimous decision tiiat a 10 jxo* (tent, increasi' as is allowesl 
for in th(‘ Hombay Act <>f lol8 and also in tdn? re.'Cimt amending F^riglish 
Act of 1919 Would not be unre?asonable. riiis is a substantial concession 
granted to the landlords and I hope that tln*y will be the first to realise and 
a[)i)reciate that fact. 

To meet the wishers of some of the inmnbers of the Select Committiio we 
have limii.e<l the scope of the selection of a Controller. Considering that ho 
will have a very important task allotted to him we trust that the change will 
commend itself to the public. 

When intro Inc ng the Hill, 1 stated that Government whilst anxious 
to put a eurl) on thii nassiori for liigli rents of rapacious landlords was 
equally anxious to avoiiranything wliieh might interfere with the develop- 
ment of Calcutta l>y new buildings. In order to put this principle into 
practice we have made important alterations in clauses 9(a) and 10. Under 
clause 9, the payment of premia and bonuses, more commonly km)wn in this 
country as salami, has been rigorously barred. Hut wo thought that an 
exception would not be out of placts where premises were going to 
be let out on a long lease for the purposes of development by building or 
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r(;l)inl(Jirig. In such cases wo consideivid that the customary payment of 
salami slioiild not be ruled out of court and we have therefore allowed it. 
15ut we have added a safeguard, viz., that the Controller must be satisfied 
that th(5 ])remisea are houA fide required for the purposes of building or re- 
buihllng in order to develop tin*- property. Similarly in clause 10, wo have 
allowed the landlord a right of re-(5ntvy to his property if he requires it 
honA fide for the purposes of building or rebuilding. Some other important 
changes have also been made in this clause. In order to guard against land- 
lords ousting their tenants on the pretence tliat they require the houses for 
tlujir own occupation and thou ro-letting them r.o other tenants, it has been 
provided that the original tenant shall have a right of re-entry if they are 
re-l('t to anyone else witliin six months after he gives up possession. We 
have furtlKU' made it clear that it is not intended that the tenant may be 
evicted on the (‘xpiry of his leas(^ if h(5 is willing to pay the standard rent. 
But the landlord will still have power to get Ha.s possession if the tenant 
abuses his privileges or is a nuisance or annoyance to his neighbours. As a 
furtlHC- jmoteciion to tlie tenant who has to (b^al with a bad landlord we have 
provided that he may depmsit his rent with the (Controller if the landlord 
reriiS('-H 1,0 accej>t it. On the other hand we have provided that the large 
Inmefits of tijis clause and its wide power of ])rotection should not bo (mjoyod 
by bad ttmants who are in arrears with their rent and who do not pay their 
rent regidarly. 

1 may now turn to clause 15 and to ilu^ important sub-clouse under 
which the Oontrolhn* is given ))ower to fix the rent of houses of which the 
nut is in his opinion unduly low. The clause as originally drafted was 
(hdective as it did not provide for cases in which premises were not let on the 
1st April, 1919. This dof(K*t has now been remt'died. In the clause as 
originally drafted it was also provided that a standard rent in such cases 
was not to exceed the highest rent ])aid for the ])romis(*s sinc(‘, 1st Ajn’il, 1914. 
We have made two oxcep)tions to this general rul(\ Thert‘ are cases in 
which th(^ nujt has not been raised at all since 1914, and whilst it is quite 
right that we should not encourage inconsiderate landlords, we should at the 
same time afford protection to a generous and considerate landlord of this 
kind who should not be limited to the bare rent he has been receiving, and 
who should therefore be allowed an increase. The clause, therefore, has 
b('en amended so as to pirovide that where the rent has not been incrcas('d 
by more than 25 per c(mt. since 1914, the (Jontroller is to have discretion to 
fix whai.ever rent he may think fair after considering all the circumstances 
of the case. It was also pointed out to us that some provision should be 
made for cases where a low rent is paid in consideration of the payment of a 
salami which as the Council may b(‘ aware is not infiaMpiently a form of 
capitalized rent. It would not be reasonable in such cases to expiect the 
landlord to go on receiving the bare rent wifhout any regard to the amount 
paid as salami. But I may point out that the int ervention of the Controller is 
limited to only those (tases in which the rent is in his opinion unduly low. 

(Certain changes have also been made in the provision of the Bill dealing 
with the Courts to which landlords and tenants may apply for the redress of 
tlu'ir grievances. In the first place, we have deleted clause 14 under which a 
tenant could go to a criminal court for the recovery of over-payment. There 
are objections to using the criminal courts for this purpose and in any case 
when the tenant has the right under clause 13 of deducting such over- 
payment from his 4:ent it seems a little superfluous that he should be allowed 
to go to the criminal court, not to mention the fact that it would increase 
litigation which we are anxious to avoid. In clause 18. we have substituted 
“ the President of the Improvement Tribunal” for the “ Chief Judge of the 
Small Cause Court ” as the court to which those who are dissatisfied with the 
decision of the Controller can apply. It is thought that the President of the 
Tribiinal who has an intimate knowledge of the values of property in Calcutta 
would be a fitting authority for the revision of the Controller’s orders and also 
that this change would expedite the disposal of cases. 
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Lastly, I may refer to clauso 19 which has been considt'rahly ti^litt'pod 
up BO as to make it clear lliat it applies to all premises coming under tlie Act 
and also to bring the payment of salami y:\\\un itsjHirview. 

My Lord, from the beginning I realised that the report of the Select 
Committee could not be an unanimous om* and it wHI, iherefort^ hi' found 
that attached to it tliere are im less than four nott^s of dissent. Thrt'e of 
tliem are very much in favour of tin' lamllords which I ln)pe will go lo prove 
that whilst Government have nia<le considtn*abh' changes in the Select 
Committee in favour of the landlords yet from tlu'ir t)oinl of view ilu'ir 
demands still remain unsatisfied. Tln^re is oidy oin' not(' of dissent which 
is more or less in favour of tenants an<l although, I am sorry, tin' llon’bh' 
Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan (’haudhuri has not stuck to the e(unpromisi^ to whicdi 
aftiM’ a great deal of difficulty I was able to g(*t thi' landlonl eb'im'nt in the 
Select Committee to come to with regard to clause 2( /)(/) and to which h(^ 
himself agreed, J am glad that he has at h'asi had (In' courage lo j>ut 
forward his views in favour of (he ti'iiants. On the whoh* (In' Hill as it has 
now (‘inanated from the hands of i.hc Seh'ct (’ominittei' is a very fair om^ 
both to landlords and tenants and now wc' mus( leave it lo tin' goinl sense ol 
tliis (Council to pass it into law without furtlnn* radi('al changes on the day 
it comes up tor final discussion.’' 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 5. 

BENGAL BUDGET, 1920-21. 

'I’iie llon’ble Sir Ib'iiry Wheeler prosi'iited the liudgi't of tln^ Govern- 
iiK'iit of Ih'ugal for l92b-2i. 

BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL, 1920-21. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT. 

FINANCE. 

( 'ii/riiitii. the 27th .\[(trch 71)2(1. 


MK.MOKANDI'M. 


In acconlance wil li ruin of llio lionjral I.oKiwIativo ( l'iii,nirl:il 

iSt,al.i:nio.iit) Rulos, 19.2. puliiishoil willi notific.ilion No. -I4K2-F., ihitcil tlio 
lOili Docciubor 1912. llur Imdget will ho proKoiitcil to I ho Council on i !ic 

291,1) of Mai-cli 1920. , ■ ■ i 

2. Of I1 k=! resolutions iiiovc.l .if the meeting of fhe L(!^isl:i(,i vo Council 
hold on the 13th March last, the I'ollowinfr lecoiniiiendationH wei-e carried ; — 

(tt) A provision of R« 2r),()()0 for an antd-iiialai-ial sni-vcy of the area in 
th(' vicinity of ( Calcutta. 

\b) A provision of Us. 23,00(1 for huilding offices and (jnarters for snli- 
n'gistrars in the Presidency. 

The money rccjuired for the anii-inal.’irial survey has been provided for ; 
the small charge of Us. 23,000 for buildings of the Registration Department 
has not, however, been made in the hndget, hut the m-ijessary funds will lie 
transferred to the head “ 4.^— Civil Works— Public Works Department ” next 
year. 

3. An Appendix E has been added, as usual, to show the transactions 
of District Hoards and the District Road Fund (Darjeeling), although this 
does not form part of the provincial budget proper. 

4. The members in charge of the different departments would he much 
obliged, if, in accordance with the practice in previous years, Hon’hle Members 
will give as early intimation as possible of any points which they in iy desire 
to raise, in the debate on the 7th April 1920, in order that information may 
be collected regarding them. 

H. WHKKLF.U. 
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1: 

22. Kdneution ... 

76,87,152 

80,92,001 

86,12,234 

97,86 

95,08 

1 ,2 1 

24A. Medical 

23.36,330 

28,04,071 

29.01,028 

27,69 

3 1 ,00 

37 

24IL Sanilatioii 

3.93,456 

4,09,180 

7.71,020 

18.66 

15,00 

ir 

Political 

89,:iHO 

2,79.727 

2,87 037 

2.70 

43 


20A. Agriculture 

2C1L Scientific and MiHcellancouH 

10,86,600 

11,71,522 

14,26,032 

1748 

17,25 

21 

Departments 

4,69,600 

.5, .55,255 

25,47.719 

10,68 

9,15 

1( 

To' id 

Mi'^crdlaneoiiH— 

4.00.33.521 

4.27,73,062 

4, 78, .32, 860 

4,85,36 

5.10,75 

5,54 







20. Superannuation, etc. 

33,01,098 

33.75.972 

34.96,004 

35,47 

37,77 

41 

.30. Stationery and Printing 

12 91,585 

13,73.722 

13.73,668 

14.93 

16,30 

]( 

32 MiflcellancouK 

2,47,830 

3,24,079 

6.94,205 

9,34 

5,88 

24 

Total 

F.amiin' Helief and Insurance — 

48,40 5l9 

50,74,373 

55,63,997 

59,74 

59,95 

Si 







33. Kainiue n-licf 

1.47,237 


8,678 

50 

3,15 


34. Uediiction or avoidance of 







debt 

6 0,000 

... 

... 




Railways (Revenue Accounts) — 







40. Suhsidised C'ompanies — Land, 

0 




( 


etc 



... 



Total 

Irriiration — 

2.07,243 

... 

8,678 

50 

3,15 








42. Major Woiks — 







Working expenses 

92,902 

85.050 ' 

1,15,543 

1,02 

1,13 

1 

Interest on deltt 

1,65,402 

1,74,263 

1,74,705 

1,75 

1,75 

1 

43. Minoi Works and Naviga- 







tion — 





1 


By Public Works Depart- 







iniMit 

10,01,210 

11,71,568 

12,95,089 

17,63 

15,25 

20 

B\ Civd Deiiartinent ... 

852 

790 

946 

1 

1 


Total 

Buildings and Roads — 

12,60,366 

14,32,271 1 

15,86,283 

20,31 

18,14 

2‘d 







45. C\\’\\ Works — 







By V Public Works Depart- 






1,2( 

ment 

1 50.55,383 

77 95,690 

92, .34, 411 

1,13,00 

1,05,00 

B} Civil Department ... 

7,84,342 

12,24,603 

11,42,123 

15.64 

11,69 

D 

Total 

04,39,725 

90,20,293 

1,03,76,5.34 

1,28,64 

1,16,69 

1,3^ 

Total cl argos 

r),ni,87,i32 1 

0,68,67, 1 60 

7,34,05,048 

7,77,12 

7,96,18 

9,o; 

Closing balance 

3,39,04,039 j 

3,67,04,073 

3,72,00,545 

3,23,23 

4,07,07 

3,4: 

Grand Total 

9.41, ,^1,171 j 

10,26,31,839 

11,06,66,593 

11,00,35 

12,03,26 

12,+ 

Provinchd surplua (4- ) ot deficit ( - ) 

- 

+ 60,44,904 j 

+ 28,00,634 

+ 4,35,872 

. -47,29 

+ 55,07 

To 
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BUDGET 

OF THE 

GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL 

FOR 

1920-21. 


PART I.— General Review by the Finance Member. 


GENERAL FINANCIAL SITUATION. 

This statement is presented to the Council under rule 3:^i)oi* the 
Bengal Legislative (Financial Statement) Itules, pul)lisl)(*d vvjllj N()tilKaLit)n 
No. 4482 F., dated the 10th December 19J2. On the 10th and 22nd of 
December last, when the departmental budgets were undei' prej)arati()n, tlie 
HoiFble Members of the Finance Committee were invited in an informal 
meeting to advise Coveriiment as to tlie selection of new schemes for inclusion 
in the coming year’s budget. As required liy rule 0 (1) of the Bengal 
Legislative (Financial Statement) Rules, 1012, copies of the l)raft binancril 
Statement were formally presenteil to the J’'inance Committee on the 2drd 
January 1920, and the Committee was ashed to advise on tlie distriliiilion of 
the “ unallotted ” expenditure provisionally allowed by the Covernmmit of 
India in jiassing orders on the hrst edition of thc‘ budget On the 27th of 
February 1920, under rule 11 (7) of the Rules for the discussion of the 
Annual Financial Statement, all the llon’bh' Members of this ('ouiieil wme 
supplied with copies of the Amended Draft iJnaneial Statement, togiUher 
with copies of the second edition of the (’ivil Budget Fstimat(‘s Again umler 
lule 14 (7) of the ttengal Legislative (Financial Statement) Ttules, copies of 
the Revised hJnancial Statennmt were sujiplied to all the Ilon'ble MembiU’s 
of this Council on the 12th of March 1920. 

This memorandum is divided into two parts. Part I gives a brief review, 
and Part II more detailed particulars, of the provincial tramsactions. It 
is only necessary here to refer to tlie more important figures. 

2. The budget for the current year provided for an opening balance of 
Rs. 3,70,52,000, kit the actual opening balance amounted to Rs. 3,72,00,0(K1, 
exceeding the estimate by Rs. 1,48,000. I'he increase in receipts occurred 
mainly under Income-tax (Rs. 2,01,000), Land Revenue (Rs, l,70,000i, 
Public Works Department (Rs. 2,74,000), Jails (Rs. 1,77,000), Forests 
(Rs. 1,44,000), Stamps (lis. 83,000), Law and Justice- -Courts of Law 
(Rs. 57,000) and Transfers between Imperial and Provincial (Rs. 8,33,000). 
The increase would have been larger but for the fall in revenue under 
Scientific and Miscellaneous (Rs. 5,16,000), Miscellaneous (Rs. 3,46,000) 
Excise (Rs. 1,36,000), and Ports and Pilotage (Rs. 73,000). The expendi- 
ture was Rs. 7,96,000 in excess of the revised estimate, due mainly to an 

4 A 
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increase under Land Revenue (Rs. 3,03,000), Jails (Rs. 4,46,000), Police 
(Rs. 1,80,000), Medical (Rs. 2,34,000), Scientific and Miscellaneous 
(Rs. 3,39,000), and Education (Rs. 1,12,000). The excesses were, how- 
ever, to some extent counterbalanced by savings under Sanitation 
(Rs. 1,33,000), Agriculture (Rs. 1,08,000), Public Works Department 
(Rs. 2,66,000), 43— Minor Works (Rs. 1,22,000), and smaller savings under 
Stationery and Printing and Miscellaneous. The transactions of the year 
thus showed a surplus of Rs. 4,36,000, against the surplus of Rs. 2,88,000 
anticipated in the revised estimate, thereby causing an increase of Rs. 1,48,000 
in the opening balance. 

3. Turning now to the general fin<ancial situation of the province in 
the current and coming financial years, the following is a summary of the 
position : — 


lialancp 

Receipts 
Expenditure 
Closing' l)ji lance 


Budget 
' Rtiniaie, 

lleViKcd 

estimate, 

11)19-20 

Budjret 

estim.tLe, 

1920-21. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

:i,70, 52,000 

5,72,00,000 

4,07,07.005 

7,20,85,000 

8,51,25,000 

8,50,74,000 

7,77,12,000 

7,00,1 8,0(K) 

0,05,50,000 

5.23,25,000 

4,07 07,000 

5,45,42,000 


Two features })resented by these figures are likely to attract atteution. 
In the first place, a very large growth of revenue is noticeable during the 
current year, in spite of the fact that the districts of Tippera and 
Bankura, suffered from famine, and that a pai’t of East Bengal was 
swept by a severe cyclone. The causes which have hel])ed to swell the receipts 
are examined below. 

In the second j)Iace'it will be observed that at the end of the year 11)18-19 
the closing l)alance amounted to Its. 3,72,00,000. In spite of the fact that 
the provincial expenditure lias increased during the current year by 
Rs. 19,06,000 over the budget estimate of the year, the closing balance is 
exjiected to reach the high figure of Rs. 4,07,07,000. Under the orders 
of the (ioveriimcnt of India, Local Governments have hitherto been precluded 
from budgettiiig for exiieiiditurc within the year in excess of the revenues of 
that year; and even when an overdrawal was allowed, all new exjienditure 
pro[)osa,ls were very carefully scrutinized, and only urgent and unavoidable 
exjienditure permitted, on account of the enforced economy caused by the 
war. This policy has resulted in a large increase in the balance. In view 
of the cessation of hostilities, however, this Government apjilied to the Govern- 
ment of India to permit a heavy draft on balances in the ensuing year, and 
it will be seen that, according to the estimates which are now presented to 
the Council, an expenditure of no less than Rs. 63,6Sr,000 is proposed in 
the year 1920-21 in excess of the receipts of that year. The balance at credit 
of the Presidency will thereby be reduced from Rs. 4,07,07,000 to 
Rs. 3,43,42,000. The manner in which this extra expenditure is going to 
be employed is exfilained later. 

The current year’s budget provided for an opening balance of 
Rs. 3.70,52,000, a revenue of Rs. 6,98,24,000, and a net transfer from 
Imperial to Provincial revenues of Rs. 31,59,000, giving a total of 
Rs. 11.00, 35, 000. Of this sum it was proposed to spend Rs. 7,77,12,000, 
leaving a closing balance of Rs. 3,23,23,000. The revised estimates show how 
far these anticipations are likely to be realised in actual working. They are 
an attempt to forecast the probable receipts and expenditure of the year by 
adding to the actuals of the first ten months an estimate of the transactions 
of the remaining period. As the actuals of each successive month become 
available, the estimates are further revised, and the figures, therefore, are 
liable to modification up to the time the budget is finally passed. So far as 
can be seen at present, receipts this year will be Rs. l;(jl,42,000 better than 
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the budget figure. The table below compares the budget and revised estimates 
for the current year under the chief major heads:— 


HiADS OP Reveki H 

1 

Arti-.als, 

n*ls-19 

tludg.'t 

eHtimaif. 

IIUIL-Je 

3 

lU VI '‘.,‘<1 
cHtini.ite, 

4 

Vuriatious 
U*tw«Mi bmitfeb 
and trvi««<} 
(coliimu 4 — 
column ;i). 

6 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Hs. 

I — Land Ke venue 

l,r.7,97,L>77 

l.f.d.lM.UOO ’ 

1,G(;,SU,0(HI 


59, (HH) 

IV — Stamps 


1,27..'>0,(KIU 

l,50,lK),0tH) 


22,50,000 

V — Excise 

l,7tsr.:k7Il 

1,S7,00,(M10 

1,S1,(H),(HH) 

- 

ti.UO.lKH) 

VIII — Income-tax ... 

I,l:.’,ui,:i2;i 

SS,7r»,tMK) 

1, 55,00 ,(K)0 

+ 

6r.,2.'i.(K)U 

IX — Forests 

19,14,104 

i(;,4o,ooo 

19,(H).(HH) 

•f 

2,70,0(H> 

X — Refifistr.ition ... 

19,17,7.47 

19,tH),00tl 

27,00.(H)0 


S, 00 ,000 

XV I A— Law and Justice — Courts 

11,24,3S4 

11 SS, 0(H) 

14,40.(H)0 

-i- 

1,4 2, IKK) 

of Law. 

XVIH— Jails 

II,76,S74 

10,01,000 

17,;52,tHH» 


7,41,000 

XVIII— Porte and Piloiaite 

i2;u;,rir»2 

12,h4,000 

14,00,000 


4(;,000 

XIX — Education 

9.<S4,109 

10,29,000 

10,40,000 


11,0(M) 

XXIB— Scientiiic and Miscelta- 

i:m;4,i22 

10,S2,0(K) 

IS, 00, 1)00 


7, IS, 0(H) 

neons Departniriils. 






XXV — Miscellaneous 

t».()7,227 

r),99,) KM) 

('»,50,000 

- 

49, 0(H) 

XXX — Minor Works and Navi- 
itation — Pub'ic Works 

1 tepartnieni. 

4,7;i,9S,s 

.5,00,000 

4,2.T(H)0 

- 

75,000 

XXXI— Civil Works— Culflic 

.x.iv.i.oikt 

5,5:), 000 

ri,00.0(M) 


45,000 

Works Deoartuicni. 

Ot]i(‘r heads 

20,7l,0.ss 

20,40,000 

2 >,;’s,ooo 

4* 

4, os, 000 

Transters ln'twetni Imperial 
and Crovinci.il [|i‘venne8. 

+ 17, u;, 740 

-p :u,.v.),)»oo 

+ 20,40,000 

1 

1 1,29,000 

Total 

7,;!'.',U0,1I2() 

7, 29, S4, 000 

s, 41, 25, 000 

j T 1,01J2,(KH) 

1 _ ___ 


iM’om tne aoove ngures ii win dp hduppd hiiu imgt: luvK.inv,.- 
cipated under Stamps, Income-tax, Registration, Jails, Scientific and Mrs- 
ecllaneous Dejiiirtmeiits, Fore.sls and l.aw and .luslicp- t onrts ol l.au , a. 
decrease in Iransi’ers between Imperial and 1‘rovineial, and a set-liacK in 
Excise, Miscellaneous and Minor Works and Navigation, 1 he largest 
increase occurs under Income tax. The framing of estimates undei tins 
heail under present conditions is a matter ol the greatest diiruu tv, not on y 
because of the introduction of different rates ol taxation, but also in 
quence of the varied effects on jirolits ol the revival ot trade am im us ly 
generally since the cessation of hostilities. Last year the [irolils ol the )ute 
industry were satisfactory, while there was increased prosperity in certain 
mercantile trades. On the other hand the cotton piece-goods trade sutlere. 
while the lo.ss of revenue on account of the exemi.tioii from asKes,sment of all 
incomes below Its. 2,(»00 jier annum, and tlie rebate of iricome tax 
in respect of the amount paid as excess profits duty, had to ^ 

In view of these facts a decrease of Ks. 21* lakhs from the revi.seil est.mat^^ 
for 1918-1!) was anticijiated, and the budget estimate for the current yea 
was fixed at Rs 88 75 000. The first nine months actuals, however, indicate 
Thtt thl^cJreclst 4s a^^ under-estirnate. and that the trade prosperity and 
industrial development in Calcutta was much above expectation, revised 

estirmte for the current year has. therefore, been fixed at Rs. 1 ,55,00,(MM). 
This also takes into accoimt the large arrear collections this year on account 

of as^ssmente for^L^ of food-.stuffs which have led to increased litigation, 
continued industrial and trade prosperity in Calcutta, and activitv ,n i.he 
piece-goods market and. in fact, in business generally, have contributed to 

the verv large increase under the head Stainps. , 

The considerable rise under Registration is mainly clue to the abnormal 
increase in the value of house property m Calcutta and also to the high price 
of foodstuffs, which leads to more borrowing. The cyclone in Last Hengal 
is another factor which has caused an increase under this head. 
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The work of the office of the Administrator General and Official Trustee 
has increased more rapidly than was expected; the result has been an increase 
in fees and commissions, which are credited under the head Law and 
Justice — Courts of Law. The Forest Department has undertaken 
departmental operations on a more extensive scale than was contemplated 
when the budget was framed. This accounts for the increase under the 
head Forests, which is, however, counterbalanced to a certain extent by an 
increase of over Rs. 1^ lakhs on the expenditure side. The high prices 
obtaining for articles of jail manufacture and a large demand for quinine 
have contributed most to the increase in revenue under Jails. On the other 
hand, there has been a still larger increase, from Rs. 30,04,000 to 
Rs. 41,00,000, on the expenditure side under Jails. The sale proceeds of 
^inine are shared equally between the Jails and Scientific and Miscellaneous 
Departments, under which head there is a corresponding increase. This 
unexpected demand for quinine was mainly from the Military authorities 
for the Frontier Campaign. The original ktimate provided for an assign- 
ment of Rs. 19,75,000, payable by the Government of India as compensation 
to this Government on account of the loss of income-tax, at the rate of 0 pies 
for the rupee, on the sum of Rs. 6,25,00,000 estimated as the excess profits 
tax this year. As this Government, however, is entitled to compensation 
at the rate of only pies for the rupee on Rs. 6,25,00,000, the assignment 
has been reduced to Rs. 8,13,000 in the revised estimate. The reduction in 
the revised estimate under transfers between Imy)erial and Provincial 
revenues, is partly due to the abovementioned cause, and partly to a provision 
of Rs. 1,22,000 as the share, payable by this Government to the Government 
of Bihar and Orissa, of the cost of the maintenance of the European lunatics 
sent from this Presidency to the Ranchi Lunatic Asylum. The fall would 
have been larger but for some additional grants given by the Government of 
India, of which the following are the most imj)ortant: — 


Rs. 

For the payment of a grant to the Port Com- 
missioners, Chittagong, for the pur- 
chase of a dredger ... ... 8,00,000 

Grant to Sir J. C. Bose for scientific research ... 1,00,000 

Grant for agricultural education ... 75,000 

Grant for anti-malarial schemes ... 97,000 


The fall in revenue under Excise is mainly due to the measures adopted 
by Government to check consumption and to a fall in revenue under the 
• head “ Liquors and s})irits made in India after European methods,” owing 
to larger im])orts of foreign licjuor. Owing to a decrease in the tonnage of 
goods transj)orted through the Madaripur Bil Canal and the Calcutta and 
liastern Canals, there has been a decrease of revenue under Minor Works 
and Navigation, and the revenue under the head Piiclaimed Deposits, which 
is of a very fluctuating nature, Iiaving been below exi)e('tation, there has been 
a fall under the head Miscellaneous. 

On the expenditure side, against the budget estimate of Rs. 7,77,12,000, 
the revised estimate stands at Rs. 7,96,18,000, showing a net anticipated 
excess of Rs. 19,06,000. Since the budget estimate for the current year 
was passed, the Government of India have sanctioned the following addi- 
tional grants which are available for expenditure: — 

Rs. . 

Grant for the purchase of a dredger by the Port 

Commissioners of Chi ttagong ... 8,00, 000 

For payment of a grant to Sir J. C. Bose for 

his Research Institute ... 1,00,000 

For agricultural education ... 75,000 

For development of evening classes in mining 

centres ... ... 10,000 

Drawal from balance to meet the cost of land 
acquisition for a medical students’ 
hostel in Calcutta ... ... 4,30,000 
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This partly accounts for the excess enumerated above, while other con- 
tributory causes are detailed below. The statement below gives particulars 
of the more important heads : — 





Hud^'et 

estiiuaii', 

. 

Variations 


IIiiADs OF Expenditure 

Actual®, 

1918-19 

Kt* vised 
wtini ite, 

betwoeu hudgtt 
sud r<?Tiaea 



191 '.'-20 

1919-20 

(cointno 4 - 
c -luiun B). 

1 


1 

i “ o ■ 

3 

4 




' Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs 

Kfl. 

3. 

Land Rev^Mine 

, 38,21,266 

;1S,14,(KK> 

;;8,30,ooo 

+ :iti,ooo 

7. 

Excise 

10,37, 300 

ii,:;7,0(K) 

ll.C.'MKW 

+ :t2.(X)o 

11. 

Kort'Sts 

23,833 

7,66,000 

2.;;o,ooo 

+ l,ti4,0(K) 

12. 

Registration ... 


(HK) 


+ 79, (HK. 

18. 

tireneral Admini-^tration ... 



27,1 7, OOO 

79,(X)0 

VJA. 

Law and Jus icr* — Courts of 





Law 



1 ,06,:;;;, 000 

-1- 1,9X,(KX) 

U)B. 

Law and Justice — Jails 


;t(M'i,o(K) 

H,0<l,000 

+ io,9t;,o()0 

20. 

Police 

1,32,23,406 

1,36,21,000 

l,i:k(M),0(M) 

+ 6.79,(K)() 

21. 

Ports and I’ilotajj:^* 

12,83,7 I'.i 

i;!,:u,tK)0 

23,;;4,0(H) 

+ I 2 ,o:(,o ()0 

22 

Education 

86,1 2,2;; 1 

27,86,<H)0 

23,08,0<M) ! 

- 2,7S,(t(M) 

24A. 

Medical 

22,01,028 

27,62,000 

.31,00,000 i 

+ ;t,;ii,0()() 

21 li. 

Sanitation 

7,71 020 

18,66 0(K) 

1.3,00,1100 ' 

- .'!,(!(1,0(»0 

2(;a. 

Ai^riculture 

14,2«;,0.32 

17,48,000 , 

17,2.3,(K>0 j 

2.1, (KK) 


Scieiiiitic and MiHCcllaiu^- 



j 



ous 1 )<'partinejit.' 

23,17,712 i 

l0,68,OOtl 

2,13,000 

- 1 ,.^:!,00() 

22. 

Suitoraniiuation allowances, 

j 





etc. 

. :;4,26»,oi;4 

;)3, 17,000 

37,77,000 j 

+ 2,:!0,()l)[) 

;u). 

Stationery and PrintinL' ... , 

i;;,7;;.66s 

1 1,2;;, 000 

i6.,;;o,ooo 1 

+ l,;!7,0il0 

:\2. 

Miscellato'ous ... 

6,2l.2t;3 1 

2,;; 1,000 ' 

3,8.s,000 i 

- ;i,4(;,o()() 

43. 

Trri^oition — Minor Works 

j 





and Navi<^oitioii, Public 
Works i>(‘]»arlineiii. 

12,23,082 1 

1 7, 3;;, 000 , 

13,2.3,000 ! 

- 2,2K,()(K) 

43. 

Civil Work.s — (dvil 

1 1,42,123 i 

13,6.4,000 

il,t;2,00;) 

- :!,9 >,000 

i:>. 

Civil Work« — Public Works i 
i >ej)art uicnL ... ... i 

1 

22,:;4,iii 1 

i,i:;,o(MMK) 

1,03,00,000 

- K,0(),000 


Other heads ... ... ! 

18,t3,022 1 

12,17,000 

21,18, 0(K1 1 

+ 2,.'!1,0(X) ■ 


Total 

7,;;4,t;3,o48 1 

7,77,12,000 i 

1 

i 

7,26,18,000 

+ li),OG,(IOO 


Under the head 21 — Ports and Pilotage, it will be observed that an excess 
expenditure of Rs. 12,03,000 is exj)ecte(l during the current year. The main 
reasons for this increased exf)enditure are the grant of Rs. 8 lakhs by the 
Government of India to the Port Commissioners of Chittagong for the 
purchase of a dredger this year, and the transfer to this head of the addition 
of Rs. 3,25,000 made by the Government of India to the head “ 45— Civil 
Works, Civil,” as an Imperial grant for the improvement of the port of 
Chittagong. This transfer accounts mainly for the saving under the head 
" 45— Civil Works, Civil.” 

Dietary charges in particular and charges for the maintenance, clothing, 
bedding and medical treatment of prisoners have risen considerably since last 
year, and this fact accounts mainly for the increase under Jails. Owing 
to the large demand for jail manufactured articles there has also been 
increased expenditure in the purchase of raw materials. The large increase 
noticeable under Police is partly due to an unfoi^seen expenditure of 
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over a lakh in the repairs of buildings damaged by the cyclone of September 
last and to the abnormal rise in the prices of cloth and food-stuff s, which 
have caused a very great increase in expenditure in the supply of uniform 
and rations to the force. Owing to an abnormal rise in the prices of food- 
stuffs, medical stores and medical requisites, and to an increase in the number 
of patients, the sanctioned estimate of the Medical Department is also likely 
to be exceeded by about Ks. 3,31,000 this year. The increased expenditure 
under Law and Justice — Courts of Law, is mainly due to the opening of 
additional courts in several districts and the consequent appointment of 
additional District and Subordinate Judges and Munsifs to co[)e with the 
increase of work, which has also necessitated the appointment of additional 
establishment and increased contingent expenditure. The excess expenditure 
under Superannuation Allowances, etc., is due to an increase in pensionary 
charges. Departmental operations on a larger scale than was contemplated 
when the budget was framed have also been undertaken by the Forest Depart- 
ment, which accounts for the increase in Forests. As has already been 
explained, this outlay will be productive of revenue. The great increase in 
the work of the Registration Department has necessitated the employment 
of burger temporary establishment and increased expenditure under contin- 
gencies. The smaller excesses under Land Revenue, Excise, General 
Administration and Stationery and l^rinting, are generally due to the rise 
in jirices of all articles of stationery, rise in the rates of ])ostal and telegram 
charges and to the general increase in the volume of work. Against these 
excesses, however, savings occur under Education, Sanitation, Miscella- 
neous, Minor Works and Navigation, and Civil Works - Public Works 
Department. 

The savings under Education are mainly due to the non-utilization of 
the provisions for the Dacca University scheme and for the scheme for the 
training of gums, the sanction of the Government of India not having tieen 
received in time to admit of full expend] tui*e being inmirred. Those under 
45 — Civil Works — Public Works Department are due to the inability of 
the Department to spend the budget grant in full. Owing to some of the 
schemes of the Department of Industries not having matured in time, 
savings are expected under the head Scientihc and Miscellaneous Depart- 
ments. The savings noticeable under Sanitation and Miscellaneous are more 
a|){)arent than real. The savings under the former head are chiefly due 
to the transfer of provision to Irrigation for anti-malarial works, and also 
to a certain extent to the non-utilization in full of the lump provision for 
Sanitation. It has been the practice to include under the head Miscella- 
neous, a reserve of Rs. 2 lakhs to meet expendiUire under any head of account 
for which money may be immediately necessary. As the local (iovernment 
is precluded from drawing on its balances without sanction, it is essential 
that there should be some money in reserve, for though lapses do generally 
occur under many heads of expenditure, these savings seldom become avail- 
able until late in the year, and in the meantime some provision must be at 
hand to meet urgent and unforeseen demands. All appropriation out of 
this reserve, as well as all sanctions accorded by His Excellency the Governor 
from the petty grants allotment and the adjustments of expenditure on grain 
compensation allowance, appear under the appropriate major heads; 
this accounts mainly for the savings under the head Miscellaneous. Owing 
to the paucity of superior officers, works in connection with the improvement 
of waterways and drainage projects, for which, provision wa.s made in the 
current year’s budget, are not likely to be undertaken, which accounts mainly 
for the large savings under Minor Works and Navigation. 

4. In consequence of these changes in the figures of receipts and expen- 
diture, the estimated closing balance of the year, which is the starting point of 
the budget for 1920-21 has been taken at Rs. 4,07,07,000, or Rs. 83,84,000 
better than the budget. Of the closing balance Rs. 20 lakhs ref)resents the 
prescribed minimum closing balance of the province, which must be kept 
intact, while Rs. 2,03,51,000 represents the unspent balances of Imperial 
recurring grants, or grants which are earmarked for specific purposes, a.s 
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detailed below. The free provincial balance, therefore amounts to 
Ks. 1,83,56,000:— 


Rs. 


Balance of Imperial grants for Education . . . 

1,22.23.000 

Balance of Imperial grants for Agricultur 
Education 

ill 

97,000 

Balance of Imperial grants for Sanitation ... 

02,94, (M)0 

Ranchi Lunatic Asylum 

17,37,000 

Total 

2,03, ,'31.000 

Minimum closing balance 

20.00,000 

• 

Total 

2,23,.')1,000 

Available free balance 

1,83,50,000 

Total 

4,07.07.000 


5. Turnin" to the budget e.stimate for 1020 ‘21 , the following tahle 
summarises the receipts under the chief heads of revenue:- 


IlKAhh OK UK\ K,M'K 


Hiidpot 
• ^^l na.itt . 
101!» 20 


ll«‘\ Ihod 
esi lliidtr 
lit 10-20 


Bii(lg't-) 

1 ifiiii! o. 
1 020 -2 1 


I iilVcifMOo hr- 
I w oon I liO M*v i(‘ 0 (| 
unuto. 1010-20 
Htnl luill^t'l f'Hl I 

OiJilo 1020 21 


Rs. 

\i>. 

Its. 


Its. 


Lrj».<s(Mii(i 

^,»u^(^'.^0( 10 


11, (KIO 

1 L'T.riOjHHl 

1 ,.’'►0,00,000 

Lr>:f,oo,ooo 

•f 

.7,00,000 

L'^7JM), 0(1(1 

LSLcojKMi 

1 ,s7,oo,ooo 

-f 

(!,( 10,000 

S(S.7.^) JKIO 

Lur»,(K 1,000 

2,00,00,<M10 

-f 

■ib.OOJMK) 

HUC.OOO 

iup0,000 

20, (HI, IKK) 


1.00,000 

P.IJM 1,000 

27.00JMMI 

27,00,00(1 



11,K<SJ)00 

LvlOJlOii 

1:1.7)0,000 

+ 

.20,000 

10,01,0(10 

1 7.:cyo()o 

i(;.o2,ooo 


1 ,:io,(ioo 

!Lm;lim>(i 

i:i,oo.oon 

L'»,r)0,0(Hl 

4- 

2,7)0 .0( 10 

io/j:i,(Mio 

10,10.000 , 

1 1 0(1, (KIO 

+ 

0O,(HMl 

lo,s:.>,ooo 

l^,0‘^.0^ )0 

12,(10,000 


7), 10,000 

(;,ii9po() 

f;,.'»o,i)( »o 

(;,7o,<Hi(i 

■f 

20.000 

,'),(H),000 

L2:),00(i 

4.:>o,o(Hi 

■f 

27>,0<K) 

.d,. 0.^1, 000 

(;,oo,ooo 

.^),0(1,(1(W1 

1 - 

LOd,0(Kl 


-f 2(i,:io,oo() ' 

- 2.SJ 12,000 


l^,:i2,(K10 

2O,:iO,0(Ml 

2JJtS,0(Hl 

27, 2.''), (HK) 

4* 

;i,s7,o(Ki 

7,2'.i,^>;i,ou<^ J -i- s,»y,uoo 

t'iven in Part II of thi.s memorandum, few of 

rs 


1 — Lund Reveiiu.- 
IV — Slamjiy 
V — 

Vll l-~InC()ino-t5i\ ... 

IX — Forests 
X — St ration 

X VIA — Law ami Justict — Courts 
of Law. 

XVI H — Law ami Justice — Jails 
XVIII— Ports ami Pilota#?e 
XIX — Kducatioii 

XXI H — Scii'iitific and Miflcella- 
neons Depart incnts, 
XXV — MiHcellaneoiis 
XXX — Irrij^ation — Minor Works 
and Navigation — Pub- 
lic Works Dejiartment. 
XXXI— Civil Works— Public 
Works Department. 
Transfers lietween Imperial 
and Provincial Reveinies. 
Other heads 

Total 


these figures call for explanation. 

The* income for the year 1920-21 is estimated to amount to 
Es. 8,39,74,000, which is only Rs. 8,49,000 Ijetter than the revised estimate for 
the current year. Conditions are still unsettled and the immediate future 
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rather uncertain. Difficulty is, therefore, still being experienced in adjust- 
ing the revenues with reference to past years or to pre-war times. It is 
anticipated, however, that the improvement in the Revenue under Stamps, 
Forests, and Ports and Pilotage will be maintained, while a large increase 
is expected under Income-tax. During the war there were considerable 
fluctuations of revenue under Excise, but on the figures from 1912-13 to 
1918-19 there has been an average growth of about Rs. 6^ lakhs a year. 
On the assumption that 1920-21 will be a prosperous year, an additional 
revenue of Rs. 6 lakhs over the revised estimate for the current year is 
anticipated. 

As an offset against this, a fall of receipts under Scientific and Miscella- 
neous Departments is probable on account of a smaller demand for quinine. 
The receipts from Jail Manufactures will also be affected by this and by the 
likely de(;rease in the demand next year for articles manufactured in the 
jails. The revenue under Registration this year has been high, owing to 
the prices of foodstuffs, the scarcity in some i)arts of the Presidency and the 
distress caused by the cyclone in Eastern Bengal. The two latter conditions, 
at least, are not expected to recur next year, and the revised estimate has been 
rej)eated in the expectation of only the normal increase. A very large decrease 
is shown under the head Transfers between Imperial and Provincial 
Revenues. This is due to the fa(‘t that it is not expected that the special 
grants will be repeated next year, and also to the necessity of paying a much 
larger sum to the Government of India as their share of Income tax receipts. 

For the next year a total expenditure of Rs. 9,03,39,000 has been pro- 
vided, which is higher by Rs. 1 ,26,27,000 and Rs. 1 ,07,21 ,000 than the current 
year’s budget and revised estimates respectively. Details by chief major 
beads are given in the following table: — 


IlKAIIS (»K rxi’KNDITHUK. 

1 Bud >?<>(. 1 

fstimaic, I 

UoVlKcd 

]ill(l)/(*l 

Chi iui.lt( 

r)]frcicnc(' 
between ic vised 

1 cHlunule, llMO-20 

1 

1 iiny-2(» 

' i 

! - : 


1 

Jind hudf.j(H 
CFtun.itc, 


^ Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Laiul ]{cvenui‘ ... 

i 3S,U,000 

38,30, 0(H) 

50,95,000 

- -f 

12,4.5,000 

7 K.xoiHe 


11,C'.»,()()0 

11,^3,000 

+ 

16,000 

11 Kori'HtB 

7,dG,000 

11,30,000 

J:1,37,000 


4,27,(H)0 

... 

12,21,0(10 

13,00,000 

13), 89, 000 

! + 

89,000 

IS. (itnu'val Adiniiiistniiioii ... 

(KKi i 

27,17,000 

27,92,000 

' + 

73,000 

11<A. Law and JuHlio^* — (/OurtB (»f 
law. 

ICO. Law and Justice— -Jails 

j,o4,;!r.,(ioo : 

LOG, 33, 000 

1,14,:!7,()()() 

+ 

8,04,000 

;u),04,()00 i 

41,00,000 

4l.',6(),()(HI 


40,000 

L>0. Police 

1 „■)(;, 21,000 ' 

1,43,(»(),()0() 

1,.5(),;)2,()(K) 

4- 

7,32,000 

;lM. Ports and Pilotagt' 

i;!,;(i,(H)o 1 

2:>,34,000 

13,02,000 

_ 

10,:!2,000 

E<lucaUou 

1 '.17, W, 000 1 

93,08,000 ' 

1,21,42,000 

•f 2), 34,000 

24A. Me<lical 

. 27,(;'.(,000 ! 

31,00,000 

;)7,Jo,ooo 

•f 

6,10,000 

24 H. Sanitation 

1 1K,G6,0(K> 

13,00,000 

13,G7,000 

-h 

67,000 

2(»A. Agriculture 

! 17,4«,000 

17,23,000 

21,13,000 

+ 

3,90,000 

20 B. Scieutitic and Miscellaneous 

j 10,(;S,(K)0 

9,15,000 

10,79,000 

, + 

1, (*>4,000 

D**partineutB. 

211 Superannuation and retired 

1 .•{5,47,0(H) 

37,77,000 

40,22,000 

. -H 

2,45, (KX) 

allowances. 

JO. Stationery aii<l l*rinting ... 

i ]4,'.):!,000 ‘ 

IG, 30, 000 

IG, 02,000 


28,000 

32 Mi8c<dlaneou8 ... ... i 

1 9,;i4,0()0 

3, 88, (XX) i 

24,43,000 

•f 

18,37.000 

43. Irrigntiotj — Minor Works i 

17,5:1,000 1 

13,23,000 

20,42,000 

+ 

.5,17,000 

and Navigation. | 

43. Civil Works — Civil ... i 

1 5,(14,000 : 

11,69,000 

12,30,000 

4- 

81,000 

4r). Civil Works— I’liblio M'orks 1 

1,13,00,000 ' 

1,05,00,000 

L2G,74,000 

4- 

21,74,000 

Department. { 

Ollier heads ... ... | 

19,1 7, (KK) 

21,48,000 

18,42,000 


06,000 

Total 

_ j 

7,77,12,000 1 

7,96,18,000 

1 

9,(»;i,;!9,ooo 

1 

+ 1,07,21,000 
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6. In Iraming the estimates of expenditure the Governor in Council 
has made provision for all the recommendations of the Public Services Commis- 
sion in respect of the pay and prospects of the different services, orders 
on which are expected to be received in the course of the year. This accounts 
for the greater part of the increase under Land Revenue, under which head 
a provision of Rs. !2,50,000 has also been made for carrying on the scheme 
of Circle Officers appointed under the Village Self-Government Act, for 
which an initial provision of Rs. 1,25.000 was made in the current year’s 
budget. A sum of Rs. 2,50,000 lias been provided for tlie resumption of land 
in connection with the scheme for developing Kalimpong as a hill station. 
There is a considerable increase under Forests. During tlie war e.xpeudi- 
tore was rigorously cut down and the develojiment of Uie forests was thus 
greatly retarded. To make up this lost ground, considerable exjienditure is 
now necessary, much of which wdll repay itself. An increased })rovision of 
Rs. 65,000 has, therefore, been made for Communications and Buildings and 
of Rs. 1,18,000 for Improvement and Fxtensions A sum of Rs. 50,000 has 
also been provided for the reorganization of the Subordinate Forest Service, 
anH Rs. 30,000 for the compilation of working plans for the forests in 
Chittagong and the Chittagong Hill Trails. Under Registration, juovision 
has been made to give effect to the reorganization of the Registration Depart- 
ment, and for the revision of the strengtli and pay of the ministerial staff. 
The local Government has been pressed to give efi'ect to these necessary reforms, 
which have been delayed only on ad'ount of fnmiu‘ial stringency. Under 
General Administration, to rephu'e the present old and uncomfortable saloon, 
a provision of Rs. ()1,7()7 lias been made for the construction of a new metre 
gauge bogie saloon for the use of His Excellency, and a lurther provision of 
Rs.''23 288 has been added to iinjirove the })ay and jirospects of the lower 
grade assistants of the Uivil Secretariat and to* reorganize the establishment 
of the Board of Revenue. The SeiTetarv of State has sanctioned the reten- 
tion of the additional Judge for the High Court till a vacancy occurs among 
non-Civiliaii iudgos. A j)rovisiou of lbs i)2,/88 has been made on this ai'count, 
and of Rs. 2',5(),000 for revising the pay of Subordinate Judges and Munsifs 
in accordance with tlie j)ro[)osals of the Ihihlic Services ( omniission 


The budget jirovision umler Jails follows tin' revised estimat(\ but a 
provision of Rs. 50,000 has been made lor the revi.sion (O' the pay of jailors. 
Under the head of Police provision has had to be made for the Public; 
Vehicles Department, Calcutta, for extra estabhslunent for the lic*ensing of 
arms under the new Arms Act, for extra motor lanncJies foi rivei tialhc, 
for a considerable addit ional cost in supplying first kit and foi strengtluMiing 
the cadre of sub-inspectors to replace jirobationers under practic'al training 
There has also been an increase under Salaries, due to tlie reversion of 
officers from military duty and to an increase of force througli betUu* recruit 
ment As the Calcutta Alms-house is being removed from its pr^ent site 
it has been decided to help the District ( ffiaritable Society financially in onlor 
to pnable them to acquire a site in the sutiurhs of (^alcutta and to comstrin 1 
a new alms-house there. A provision of Rs 5 lakli.s has accordinglv been 
made for this purpose. These items account foi the Rs H lakh.s h\ uliieh 
the budget provision exceeds the figure in tlie current year s iaidge , 

Ports and Pilotage provision has been made for the payment ot a fee ot 
Rs 90 000 to Sir Bradford Leslie and Mr. Basil Mott in emiiiection w ith the 
<lesign’of the new Howrah Bridge. A sum of Rs. 49.00t) has a so been pro- 
vided for the payment of wages to lascairs taken prisoner by the (,eniians 
from British ships, and Rs. 20,000 on account of the recommenda ions ol the 
Public Services Commission. The large decrease, however, umhv ihi^ head is 
mainly due to the omission of any provision for the Port of Chittagong, the 
control of which is being transferred to the 

provision under Education shows an increase of about Its 23^ lakh.s over tlie 
current year’s figure. It is expected that considerable progress will lie made 
next year in connection with the scheme for a University at Dacca. A sum 
of Rs. 3,76,000 has been provided to give effect to the recommendations of the 
Public Services Commission. Of the other schemes which the Lducation 
Department proposes to undertake next year the most 
Rs. 4.00 000 ^r primary education in and outside Calcutta, Rs. 6 lakhs tor the 

5 a 
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acquisition of a site for the establishment of a Technical Institute in Calcutta, 
Rs. 1,08,000 for the imparting of manual instruction in schools and for the 
opening of manual training classes, and Rs. 81,000 for the improvement of 
Muhammadan education in madrasahs. It may be mentioned that a sum of 
Rs. 2 lakhs also has been {)rovided in the Public Works Department budget 
for the construction of buildings for the Technical Institute. The Governor 
in Council hopes to carry out several important Medical schemes in 1920-21. 
The Mitford Hospital in Dacca has been greatly improved and is now to be 
taken over by Government. A sum of Rs. 70,000 has been provided in the 
budget for this. The Belgachia Medical Institute in Calcutta has received 
temporary affiliation up to the M.B. standard from the University of 
Calcutta, which has intimated, however, that permanent affiliation would 
not be granted unless and until certain improvements are made. These 
im}>rovements are estimated to cost Rs. 6,17,000. Of this sum the Governor 
in Council has agreed to contribute Rs. 4,00,000, provided the balance is 
raised privately. A provision has been made in the budget on this account. 
A sum of Rs. 1,33,000 has also been provided for the revision of pay in accord- 
ance with the proposals of the Public Services Commission, and Rs. 50,000 
for the revision of pay of Sub- Assistant Surgeons. 

Among Sanitation {)rojects is a proposal to establish four laboratories 
in different parts of the Presidency for the analysis of water and food. Pro- 
vision has been made in the budget for one such laboratory at Dacca. The 
opening of the Panama Canal and the outbreak of yellow fever in Africa has 
brought the danger of infection much nearer. To guard against this, anti- 
stegomiya measures are to be taken at the ports of Calcutta and Chittagong. 
A sum of Rs, 20,000 has been set aside for this, and Rs. 30,000 for diild- 
welfare work. Besides provision for the above mentioned schemes, a sum of 
Rs. 18,75,000 has also been allotted for carrying out various schemes of 
Sanitary improvements the details of which are shown in Part 11 of this memo- 
randum. 

Agricultural development also has not been neglected. In continuance 
of the scheme for the distribution of improved jiaddy and jute seed it is pro- 
posed to establish four new district agricultural farms, at a cost of 
Rs. 1,10,000, A sum of Rs. 62,788 has also been provided for a sericultural 
nursery at Bholahat, in the district of Malda. The measures taken for 
improving the paddy and jute crops in Eastern Bengal having met with 
remarkable success, an Economic Botanist is now wanted to take up the same 
work in Western Bengal. Provision for this officer has been made in the 
budget. The increase in the number of co-operative societies naturally neces- 
sitates an increase in the supervising staff. Provision has, theretV)re, been 
made for a Deputy liegistrar and additional auditors and insj)ectors for 
whom a sum has been provided. The full programme of the new Department 
of Industries will entail an expenditure of Rs. 16 lakhs. Only part of this 
r)rogramme is expected to be carried out in 1920-21, however, and Rs. 4 lakhs 
have been provided for this purpose under Scientific and Miscellaneous 
Departments. Under the same head a sum of Rs. 40,000 has been entered 
as a contribution towards the construction of a^ floating emigration hospital 
at Goalundo, and Rs. 20,000 to pwe efiFect to the recommendations of the 
Public Services Commission. The number of factories is increasing so 
rapidly, especially in the neighbourhood of Calcutta, that it has been found 
necessary to provide for the appointment of two additional inspectors of 
factories. 

The provision under head 32 — Miscellaneous shows an increase of over 
Rs. 18| lakhs above the figure in the current year’s revised estimate. This 
is accounted for by a })rovision of Rs. 10 lakhs for increasing the pay of 
menials, Rs. 1 lakh for War Allowance, Rs. 2 lakhs for revising the contract 
ccntingent grant, Rs. 25,000 for-the maintenance of dHenus, provision for 
which formerly was made under 25— Political, and Rs. 1,50,000 to meet the 
initial expenditure that may be involved in the introduction of the Reforms 
Scheme. In pursuance of the policy already initiated, provision has been 
made for drainage schemes in connection with the malaria problem, such as 
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the Amirab^, Pichaboni and Bulee Bil drainage projects, for mitigating 
the effects of floods, and for the feconstructioii of tlie Kidderpore Bridge, 
A sum of Rs. 7,00,000 has also been provided tor the widening of the Madari- 
pur Bil route, Rs. 2,00,000 for replacing two bridges over the ('ircular Canal, 
and Rs. 85,000 for the construction of buddings for the esiablishnienl of a 
new waterways divisions at Khulna, In the Civil Works budget; there is 
provision to the extent of Rs. 35,17,000 for new works, including Minor 
Works, details of which are given in Part 11 of the niemorandum, while 
the usual necessary allotment has been made lor works in progress, repairs 
and establishment. Owing to a large number of new works Inn ing been 
undertaken lately, the allotment for works in progress is considerablv 
higher than in previous years and includes provision for the works in coii- 
nection with the partition of the districts of Midnajwre and Mymensingh, 
For the supervision of the very large outlay on buildings and communications, 
the strengthening of the superior staff is absolutelv necessary, and as the 
Government of India is being moved in the matter, increased provision has 
been made under Establishment. 

The closing balance has been placed at Rs. 3.13,42,000. Of this Ks, 20 
lakhs represents the prescribed minimum closing balance of the province, 
which must be ke])t intact, while Rs 1,09,32,000 represents the unsjient 
balances of Imperial recurring and non- recurring gr.ints or sums which are 
earmarked for specific purpo.ses, as detailed below The free provincial 
balance, therefore, amounts to Rs. 1 ..'ll, 10. 000: 


Rs 


Balance of Imperial grants for Educiition 

9s,:t:{.ooo 

Balance of Imperial grants for Agricultur; 
Education 

d 

Balance of Imperial grants for Sanitation 


Ranchi Lunatic Asylum 

9,79,000 

Total 


Minimum closing balance 

20. (HI 000 

Total 

1 ^0 :e\ooo 

Available free balance 

Eat, 10. 000 

'I'otal 

12,000 


H WHKEI.FR 


The 57th March 1950. 
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[The references in the margin are to the pages of tho Civil l^udget Estimate.] 


I and 3 — Land Revenua. 

Revenue. 


— 

! 

UMr,-17. 

A(TUai-s. 

' 1917G8. 

1 1918-19. 

I 

Budget 

rstimate, 

1919-20. 

Ke\ iHed 
eHtimate, 
1919-20. 

Hudgi't 

estimate, 

1920-21. 

Sii Aiucn. 

Uh 

t Hh. 

! Ch 

Kr. 

Us. 

lU 

Oriliiiuiy r(‘vernic-tix(Ml 

C()II(‘CtU)MK 

2, ‘24, Sf), 088 

2,24,42,10H 

2,27,0.5,984 

2,25.00.000 

2,26,50,000 

2 26,00,000 

Sale of Covcinmcrit 

1,475 

.58,400 

14.5 

5 iiO ) 

1,000 

5 000 

Sul('-pr()ct*c(lR of wuKte 
lumis, otc. 

HICHlf) 

51,781 

58,948 

1 

50,000 

48.000 

.50,000 

AhhohkmiciiI of 

IuikIh — foes IcHH (luit- 
rciits 

GH,01H 

07,427 

67,478 

68000 

68 000 

68.000 

UccovcncH oti uccouiit of 
Hurvoy find Hcttlcincnt 
cIlHl'gCH ... 

10,008 

7,0.50 

1 5066 

1 

1 

10,000 

1 

10,000 

1 

lO.OOO 

itontR, <'tc., »)f tiHlicricR ... 

2,t>10 

i 

4,778 

' 8,692 

I 

7,000 

1 

8,Oi>0 

4 000 

MlHColllUlOOIIH 

1,97.800 

! 1,64,002 

1 

i 2,.50,05) 

1 

2 00, COO j 

1.85.000 

1. 89.000 

Totfd Hliarcd 

2,28,49,518 

2.27,91.091 

2,81,46.809 

2,28,40,000 j 

2,29,60,000 

2,29,26,000 

Cl 'j\ iiK Jul sliiiic (one-lmlf ) 

1 

l,14,24,7r.'l ' 

1 

1 

1,18,95,545 

1,15,78,1.55 ; 

1,14.20,000 I 

1,11,80,000 i 

1 

1,14,68,000 

Ordinary revenue eollee- 
lioiiH from Government 
cslutes 

1 

50.70,709 

i 

! 

47.04,247 1 

1 

1 

1 52,08,278 

i 

1 

! 

52,00,000 1 
1 

1 

• 

52,00,000 

52,00.000 

Uocovery of eont of main- 
tmnmee of houndary 
pillarR 

i 

992 

! 

1 

20,088 

20,844 

1 

1,000 1 


6,000 

Total 

1 

1,05,02,400 

1,61.19,880 

1,67,97,277 

1,66,21,000 

1,66,80,000 

1,66,69,000 

1 


Revenue. 

The Provincial share of this head of revenue is one-half, except for receipts 
from Government estates and from the recovery of the cost of maintenance of 
boundary pillars, which ate wliolly Provincial. 

Following the revised estimate for 1918-19, the budget estimate for 
1919-20 was fixed at Rs. 1,66,21,000. The collection^ in 1918-19, however, 
actually amounted to Rs. 1,67,97,277, and considering the first nine months 
actual^ of the current year, the revivsed estimate for this year has been fixed at 
Rs. 1,66,80,000. The increase is mainly under the head, Ordinary revenue — 
fixed collections '' due to better collections. 

On the assumption that agricultural conditions next year will be good, 
the estimate for the year 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 1,66,69,000. 
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Expenditure. 


A('n’Ai.8. 
1916-17. 1917-18. 


Survey and settlement ... ; 

ILs. 1 

1,04,2:>6 

Rs. 

81>,9u3 

Charges of district ad* 

ministration 

28,71.0118 

27,75,370 

Management of Govern- 

ment estates 

i 4.311,845 , 

5,54,531 

Charges on account of ! 

Land Revenue collec- i j 

tions 

14,881 

9,400 

Land records 

02,401 

64,2 i2 

Total 

1 34,92,481 : 

34,94,026 


1918 19. 

Budget 

ebtiinut*’, 

1919-20. 

Revifk'd 

estimate, 

1919-20. 

Budget 

estimate, 

1920-21. 

Rs. 

lU. 

Rs. 

Rh 

72,76i3 

2,10,0011 

1,25,000 

4,96,000 

28,14,655 

28,89,000 

30,30,000 

36.OO.tl00 

8,47.812 

6,25,000 

! 6,15,000 

H. 92, 000 

23,166 

14,000 

I 

1 17,0oo 

17,000 

62,870 

76,000 

1 63,000 

90,000 

38,21,266 

.18.14,000 

1 38,50.000 

50 95,000 


Pago 


Expenditure. 


The budget estimate for uas lixed at lls against tlie i‘ag. 

actuals of Rs. 38,!21,2(5() in IblK 13, hut considering the actuals (»l the first 
nine months of the current year, the revised estimate for this year has been 
fixed at Rs. 38,50,000. There has been a large increase under the lieacl 
“ Charges of district administration.'’ Tins is jiartly due to the payment ol ‘ 
grain comiiensation allowance and war allowance to menials, lor which no 
allowance vras made in the original estimate under this head, and partly to 
an incTease in expenditure under travelling allowance and contingencies^ 1 he 
increase would have been larger but for the savings under the head >>urvey 
and settlement,” conse(]uent on tlie non-utilization in lull ot the provision for Phk<‘ 


the purpose. 

The budget estimate for the coming year is higher Iw Rs T2, 45, 000 than 
the revised estimate for the current year Ihe inc‘rease is shared by all the 
minor heads, except the head “ (fiiarges ol land revenue collec tions. 

Siirney and set 1 1 em nif The budget estimate for the ensuing year 
includes a provision of Rs, 2,3(),04() tor payment to the (loveinment ol India 
in final adjustment of the ac-c'ounts of the* Rakarganj settleniemt. The c*ost 
of district survey and settlement oiierations is advanced Irom Impena 
revenues, and three-fourths of the cost are rec-overed trom the landlords and 
tenants. In areas, liowever, in winch there lias been a settlement ot the 
land revenue, the local Gcwernment has to pay to the (lovernment ol India the 
three-fourtlis share of the cost, as in sucdi areas the c*ost cannot be reemered 
from the landlords and ten;inl.s. The ])iovision lujule is iit final adjustment 
.T 1 he cost on this account in Bakarsanj 1 lie hmlKct estimate alsu includes 
Rs. 68 000 for the land revenue seltlenienlK ol <-staU^ m tlie Daijulmj; 
disirict and lU. 42,000 for 86 estates in Bakarj^miij and (w estates in haridpur, 
most of which could not be taken up earlier owinj,' to the war. 

Ckarqes of district administratwu.—A provision of Rs. Ri.i.OOO vv.is 
made in the current year’s estimate as a first in.stalment of the ey 

lie incurred on circle officers appointed in an lujia | r,olicv 

development of village self-government. In furtherance of the same p< In > 
a sum of Rs. 2,50,000 has been provided in the coming year ^ 
also includes a provision of Rs. 10,58.000. to give e cc ^ - < 

tions of the Public Services Commission for the 

prospects of the Indian Civil Service and ^ nqinl nrovision of I’dii 

. Manaoement of Government esU,tes.~-^n\^^ the ' f '•« 

Rs. 50,000 for improvements, the next year s ;.,.j,",„e 

Rs 1,07,000 for the colonization of the Sundarbans J 

for the settlement of waste lands under the r^'vatwan ^ s c n . ^ 2 , , 0^)0 

for the completion of the re.sumption of lands in connection w,th tlie ..evelop 
merit of Kalimpong as a hill station. 
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Land Records . — In the districts where settlement operations have be<J® 
completed, the land registration registers have to be rewritten on the 
basis of the records of rights. The increased provision in the estimate for 
1920-21, as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the current year, 
is mainly for this work. 


IV and 6— St^imps. 

Revenue. 




Acri 


Ilud^ct 

cHtiiiiatc. 

Ke\ iKcd 

C KtilllUlC, 

Budget 

esliiuate, 



1017-18. 

101-10. 

1010-20 

1910-20. 

- 

1920-21. 


Kk. 

lis 

Us. 

Kw 

lls. 

Kk. 

Salt* *>]’ i^iTU'ial Btainps ... 

70,80. 7r)H 

63 78,549 

60 31,651 

81,00,000 

1,05,00.000 

1,07,00,000 

Sale <>l court- fee Btanips 

1,03, {.3,241') 

1.61,00,360 

1.73,71,112 

1,67,00,000 

1.87.110.000 

1,95,0(1,000 

Sail* of plain ymjici to la* 
iiHcd witli court- fee 

HlMIllpH 

3,5:i,60G 

3,46,214 

3,55.470 

3,r>o,ouo 

3 85 000 1 

1 4,00,000 

Duly oil iiiiprcHHiuf; docu- 
MicntH 

2,53,262 

, 2,50,598 

2,76,200 

2,85,000 

3,10 000 

3,20,000 

Fiuck and jieiialticB 

3h,2.30 

36 195 

20,778 

40,000 

1 35 000 i 

40,000 

MiHcollaiieouM 

63,769 

1 005 

1,030 

15,>'l)0 

70,000 1 

40,000 

Total 

2,41,51,970 

I 2,3 i,l 1,830 

2,40,65,250 

2,55,00,000 

3,00.00.000 

3,10,00,001) 

I'l ovinciiil hlnuo (oiic-ha'f)j 

1,20,75,985 

j 1.16,05,015 

1,24,82,625 

. 1,27,50,000 

1,50,00,000 

1,55,00,000 


TIuh lu'utl irt not to 


Revenue. 

I’lie recei])ts represent the share, credited to this major head, of the sale- 
()i'oceeds of tlie unified postal and revenue stamps, the sale- proceeds of bills 
of exchange and other general stamps, the duty on embossing receipt, 
(•he(|ue and other stamps, the duty levied under the Indian Stain]) Act, 
on documents brought for adjudication and on documents unstamped or 
insnfliciently stainjied, and fines and penalties levied by dndicial and Revenue 
ofiii'ei's under the Stamp Act on insulhciently stam})ed instruments. The 
levenue from the unified po.stal and revenue stamps is (U'edited to the Imperial 
head " Post Office. " Out of this revenue, a sum of Rs. 4.99,000 is credited 
under the sub head “ Sales of general stamps,” as the Oivil De})artment 
slmre of the sale-jiroceeds of those staupis. 

In view' of the industrial development and revival of trade after the 
cessation of hostilities, an impi'ovement in stain]) revenue wms exjjected when 
the budget was framed last year. The estimate for 1919--20, therefore, 
allowed for an improvement of'Rs. 7 lakhs (Provincial share Rs. 3^ lakhs) 
over the revised estimate for 1918-19. 

The progress of actuals so far. however, indicates that the current year’s 
forecast was an underestimate and that' tlie revenue under this head will 
much exceed anticipations. The revised estimate on the basis of recent 
actuals, has, therefore, been fixed at.Rs. 3,00,00,000, half of w'hich, 
Rs. l,r)0.00,000, is Provincial. This great increase in revenue is attri- 
butable to the rapidly increasing commercial and industrial prosperity, 
especially in Calcutta,' and to the high price of food-stuffs, which has led 
to increased litigation. Since 1912-13 the growth of revenue under this 
head has been at an average rate of a little over Rs. 7 lakhs a year, but in 
view of the very large increase in receipts anticipated this year, it will not 
be safe to count on a further rapid increase next year. Assuming, therefore, 
that trade prosperity and industrial development w'ill continue, but allow- 
ing for an average crop next year, which, it is hoped, will bring down the 
prmes of food-stuffs, the estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 3,10,00,000. 
This allows for a growth of revenue of Rs. 10 lakhs over that of the current 
year’s revised estimate. 

The Provincial share is one-half, and amounts to Rs. 1,55,00,000. 
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— 

UH'M7. 

Acri’ALS. 

1 in 7- 18. 

r,»i8.i9. 

Hudget 

e<tMuati', 

1919*20. 

Ih'v ise 1 
e’.iuuaie, 
1919-20 

Ihulget 
• ‘•‘tiiuafe, 
1920-21. 


Ha 

1^ 

K> 

K. 

i;.-> 

i:- 

SiiperiHtemlunce 


20.773 ' 

25,897 

31,0ih> 

27,<)im) 

29,000 

Charges for the sale of 
general Btamps 


l,h0,13l 

2,08.811 ' 

2,10.000 

3 04.000 

3,2.5,0(K) 

Charges on sale of court- | 
fee stamps ... j 

1.25.1170 

1.27 1118 

1.28.884 

1,3.5,00) : 

1.35,000 

l,43.t)00 

Discount On plain pap'r j 

22,187 

21,027 

22,100 , 

23,U0<) 

24.000 

25,00t) 

Stanip and plain paper ; 
supplied from Central 1 
Stores ... ... 1 

2.00. in 7 

2.r>8 408 

2,80 772 1 

2,84.000 1 

3,00,000 

3.l5.ilO0 

Total ... j 

0,20.371 

0,3tl,lp7 

0,72..53o 

0,83,000 

7.90.01)0 

H.. 37, 000 

Provincial share (one- half) j 

3,ia.iH0 

a.in.oim 

3,30 205 

3,42,000 

3/J5,Ot)(i 

4.19.001) 


Expenditure. 

The estimate for 1919-20 was Its. 0,83,000, but tins lias been raised to 
Rs. 7,90,000 in the revised estimate for the current year, and tiie estimate 
for 1920-21 allows for a further increase of Rs. 47,000 over the rindsed est imate 
The increase is mainly under the heads, “ Charges for the sale of i^eneral 
stamps and “ Stamp and plain paper supplied from Central Stores." 
The charges for the sale of stamps and the cost of paper su]>|>lied, naturally 
vary with the receipts, and as an abnormal increase in !‘evenue is expe(’ted. 
increased provision for expenditure has been allowed for 

The charges of this department are divided equally between Imperial 
and Provincial, and the T^rovincial shares amount to Rs 3,95,000 in the 
revised estimate for 1919-20 and to lis 4,19,000 in the budget estimate for 
1920-21. 


V and 7.-— Excise. 

Revenue. 


Pa;; 


i 

1910-17 . 

Aon At.'^ 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 

Budget 
( st ino»t«' 
1919 20 

1 sfii 
fstimatf 

l9r.* 20 

Budget 
ertt imaf I'. 

1920 2i. 


U. 

iL. 

1^ 

Bb 

i:> 

Bs 

License and distillery fees 
and duties fi^r tiie sale 

of liquors and drugs ... 

1,12,21,403 

1.20,44,027 

1.44,21,870 

1,53 00,000 

1,47,40,000 

1,52.00.000 

Gain on sale-prnceedH of 

excise opium and otiuT , 
drugs ... ... 

13,27.533 

12,94.317 

15.50,132 

17.3 ).0(K) 

16,00,000 

10.40.000 

Duty on ganja 

18,35 037 

16,37.405 , 

10,14,877 

16.00,000 

I7.00,00o 

18.00 ,000 

Pines, confiscations and . . 

miscellaneous 

60,2£fi 

59 813 

70,826 

70,000 

60.00O 

iiO,uui; 

Total 

1,44.44.229 

I 1,56,30,222 

1,76,63.711 

l,B7,m),000 

‘ 1,81,00.000 

1.87,00.000 


Revenue. 

In view of the actuals of the first nine months, against the sanctioned 
estimate of Rs. 1,60,00,000 for 1918-19, the revised estimate for that year 
was fixed at Rs. 1,78,000, and on the assumption that with tfie_ cessation 
of hostilities there would be a further increase in the consumjition of excisable 

6 
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articles, the estimate for 1919-20 was placed at Rs. 1,87,00,000. The actual 
collections in 1918-19, however, only amounted to Rs. 1,70,63, 711, while the 
progress of actuals so far this year shows that the original estimate for 
1919-20 also is not likely to be realised; the revised estimate has, there- 
fore, been fixed at Rs. 1,81,00,000. The fall in revenue is mainly under the 
head, “ Liquors and spirits made in India after European methods,’' owing 
to imported foreign liquor being now increasingly available, and also under 
“ Country spirit— Distillery license fees and yachwai revenue,” due to a 
fall in consumption, as a result of the measures adopted by Government 
to check consumption. On the assumption that the commercial and indus- 
trial development of the province will cause an increase in the consump- 
tion of excisable articles, and that the extension to more districts next year 
of the restrictive measures of fixed prices and the monthly adjustment of 
license fees, will tend to increase the license fee and duty receipts, the budget 
estimate for the coming year has been fixed at Rs. 1,87,00,000. 


Expenditure. 


— 


Ari CALS. 

1917-18. 

Biulgot 

estimate, 

1018-19. * 1 -^1^0-20. 

Itevised 

estimate, 

1919-20. 

Budget 

estimate, 

1920-21. 


Its. 

Hh . 

its 

its. 

its. 

Rs. 

SuptM’intoiulciKje 


1,48.966 

i 1.53,546 

1 65,00 t > 

1.70,000 

1,61,000 

rroHidciicy ohtabliHliiiu'iit 

1,93,57.0 

1,82,828 

2,07,210 

1,99,000 

2,57,000 

2,08,000 

DiHtriot executive ('btublisliinent 

! 6,08,819 

6,28,157 

6,67,415 

6,80.000 

6,85 000 

6,94,000 

Distilleries ... ... ; 

2,08,245 

2,39,710 

2.29,329 

2,93,000 

1 

2,57,000 

3,22,000 

Deduct — Fixed nhare eliargeable 
tu ‘‘6 — {Salt" ... 

2,00,000 

2,00,000 

i 2,00,000 

1 

2,00,000 

2,00,000 

2,00,000 

Tutal ... 1 

9,39,493 

9,99,661 

10,57,500 : 

n . 37 , 000 j 

11,69,000 

11,85,000 


Expenditure. 

The total expenditure for 1919-^0 was originally estimated at 
Rs. 11,37,000, but in view of the actuals of the first nine months, the 
revised estimate for the current year has been fixed at Rs. 11,69,000. The 
largest increase occurs under the minor head, “ Presidency Establishment,” 
and is mainly due to increase under “ Salaries,” owing to the present Col- 
lector being a first grade Magistrate, whereas the original estimate provided 
for a second grade officer, and under establishment, consequent on an 
increase in work. There has also been an increase in expenditure under the 
head ‘ ■ Supplies and services,” due to larger payments of rewards. The 
estimate for the coming year has been put at" Rs. 11,85,000. Besides 
allowing larger provisions for travelling allowance, rewards and clothing, 
based on recent actuals, the estimate includes Rs. 12,420 for the entertain- 
ment of additional establishment at Asansol to allow of the introduction of the 
fixed fee system of licensing pachwai shops, Rs. 5,676 for the entertain- 
ment of a special preventive staff to deal with smuggling by rail and river, 
Rs. 4,926 for the employment of an excise staff to supervise the salt 
factorv at Contai, and Rs. 2,640 for an excise staff to supervise the wine 
manufacto(^ at the Alliance distillery. 
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VI.— Provincial Rates.* 


Revttnu*. 


1 


ACIUA1.S. 


Budget 

! 

Revised 

Budget 




- 

estimate. 

estimate. , 

estimate, 


lOliMT 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 

1919-20. 

1919-20 ’ 

1920 21. 

1 

m. 

U. 

Us 

i Ks 

lU 

lU 

’ubiic Works Cp88.,. 

General rates fi>r inanage- 

29 219 

I 

3,575 

... 


... 

... 

meui of private estates ... 1 

1,05.C22 

H.^f) 4 111 

1,12,434 

1,24,000 

1 111,000 

1,10.000 

Total 

1.54.H41 

1.39,0‘Jl 

1,12.434 

l,24.'HH) 

Hlll.UlMI 

1.10,000 


• TIuh lu'Atl u not open to (Iwotuiiioiii. 


Revenue. 

Since the surrender of the Public Works cess t(^ District Boards this 
iiead of revenue is now practically confined to the general rates wliich are 
levied from Wards' estates to cover approximately tlie (‘ost of manage- 
[nent (including supervision charges and contributions for pension and leave 
dlowances) of the staff employed. The variations in the receipts from \ear 
bo year are due to old estates being released from management by the Court 
af Wards and new ones being taKen up. 

As some of the big estates, viz, the Nayabasan estate in Midiiapore, 
the Churaman estate in Dinajpur, and the (jobardanga, Tagore and danbazar 
No. 1 estates in the 24-Parganas are likely to pass out of the management 
of the Court of Wards, and as the rates in some cases have been reduced 
by ^ per cent., the estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Hs. 1,10.000 


VIII and 10—lncome-tax. 
^'Revenue. 


CJUVIT. 

Km 


un7'iH 


uuH-r.i 


HU ‘>-20 


lii'virt'*!] 
«hI IIIlAtt-, 

r.‘H>-20. 




Income-tax 


1,08,5.0,128 2,07/>2 47') 2,24.02 045 1 .77, .50,000 H.lOOO.OOo 


lilldgrt 

i'Htnnah‘, 
1 'JjO-21. 


I On 00. 000 


Provincul nliare (.jiu-half) 8I,2:.7U 1 ,1)3, '.(rt, 23:7 1,12,1)1,323 HH,7.7.1M)i) l,r,r>,llil.i)ilii i.'lH.l) i.OH" 




t Tills ll'-llli 18 tl"t 0P'“I1 III lllSOUVtlOII. 


Revenue. 

As income-tax is as.sesse(l on the income of the previous year a favourable 
consideration was the large profits made in the jute iiidnstrv luui t iv uii ' ' 

prosperity in certain mercantile trades, last year; on the other side \seie it 
dull state of the cotton piece-goods trade in 11)18-1.), ttie exemp ion 
incomes below Rs. 2,000 per annum from assessment to inconie-tax \Mlh efiu t 
from the 1st April 1919, and the rebate for the purpose of 
in respect of the amounts paid as exce.ss profits duU; ^ „ 

the budget estimate for 1919-20 was fixed at Rs. 88,7a, ) > ,i„der 

months’ actuals of the current year indicate that the estiniate 
estimate, and therefore, on the basis of recent actuals, and taking ‘ 
the fact that a demand of Rs. 19,00.000 has issued only 
of 191819 assessments, which it is hoped to realise isei esti mite ^ 

been placed at Rs. 1,55,00,000. Estimating Rs. 19,50,000 a-s the adiitio 

0 A 


Ciige 
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amount which would be realised as income-tax, if the excess profits tax is 
abolished from next year, and allowing for a further growth of revenue over 
the revised estimate for the current year, on the assumption of the continuance 
of industrial and commercial prosperity, the budget estimate for the ensuing 
year has been fixed at Rs. 2,00,00,000. 

With effect from the Jst of April 1916, the Government of India imposed 
additional taxation, and that part of the increase which depends on the 
increased rates is made over to the Government of India by means of an assign- 
ment under the transfer heads in accordance with their decision to appro- 
priate the whole of the extra receipts from the new rates to the needs of the 
Imperial Exche(juer. After this item is excluded, the revenue from income- 
tax is shared e(|ually between Imperial and Provincial. No i)art of the 
su})er-tax on incxanes imposed under Act VIII of 1917 or of the duty on 
excess jirofits is included under this divided head, as these are wholly 
Imperial. 


Expenditure, 




Act uals. 


Hmliiet 

Itevihed 

Budget 

— 


. -- 

— 

('.stiinao', 

estimate, 

(‘stimate, 


I 

' I9lh-17. 1 

1917-lH. 

1918-19. 

1911t-20 

1919-20. 

1920-21. 



lU. 

us. 

its 



Uh, 

Ks 

Calcutta c^lal)ll^ilmellt 

... 1 9H,%7 ' 

1 09,774 

I 1 29,902 

1,39.0(10 1 

1.46,000 i 

1,57 000 

iJiHtncI ditto 

... ' ha,7H7 

64,398 

66,116 1 

1 

73 000 

72,000 

70,000 

Total 

... j 1,62.754 

1,74,172 ^ 

1,96.008 

2,12 000 

2.18,000 

2,27.000 

ihovincial share (onc-lialf) 

HI, 377 ' 

87,080 1 

98,004 

1 1 

l.OthOiO 

1.09,000 

1,14.000 


Expenditure. 

The variations between the sanctioned and revised estimates for the 
current year are small and call for no remarks. Against the sanctioned 
estimate of Rs. 2,12,000 for the current year, the next year's estimate has 
been jilaced at Rs. 2,27,000. The increased provision is mainly under allow- 
ances based on recent actuals and under establishment to allow for the grant 
of increments of salaries. The budget estimate also includes Rs. 6,660 for 
additional establishment in the office of the (k)llcctor of Income-tax to cope 
with the increased work in connection with the new Income-Tax Act VII of 
1918. 

The Provincial share of expenditure is one-half, and amounts to 
Rs 1,09,000 and Rs. 1,14,000, respectively. 

IX and il—Fopests. 

Revenue. 


1916*17. 

Actuals. 

i 1917-18. 

1 ] 

1918-19. 

Budget 

estimate, 

1919-20. 

1 

1 

Revi.sed 

ehtimale, 

1919-20. 

1 Budget 

1 eetiinate, 
j 1920 21. 

1 

Rb. I 

Hs 

Rs. 

Re. 

1 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1.^557 

22,280 

1 i 

3,78,314 

1 1 

60,000 

3,86,000 

4,50,000 

12,53,903 i 

10,906 1 
58,413 ! 

j 

1 12,88,333 ’ 
9 649 , 
56,708 

14,70.492 
10.075 
84,623 1 

* 14,84,000 

11.000 i 

75.000 

14,37,000 

11,000 

66,000 

14,73,000 

11,000 

66,000 

13,38,779 j 

1 

13,76,97 ) 1 

19,44,104 j 

16, 3 1,000 

i 

19.00.000 

20,00 000 


Timber and other produce 
removed from the forestR by 
Government aji:eney 
Timber and other produce 
removed from the forests by 
oonBumers or purchasers 
Contiscated drift and waif wood 
Misccllftneous 


Total 
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Revenue. 

On the assumption that, with the cessation of hostilities, the demaiul for 
timber and sleepers for military purpose would cease, hut that there would 
be larger demands for all kinds of raw^ materials from consumers and pur- 
chasers, the estimate for this year was jilaced at Rs. U).30,000. IhHciit 
actuals show, that the expectations under the head, “ I'inil^er and other 
produce removed from the forests hy consumers or purchasers/’ will l>e 
almost realised. Since the budget was framed, lunvever. the 1‘orest Depart- 
ment have undertaken departmental operations, for whu h the (‘orresponding 
expenditure head jirovides for a larger ex])enditure of Ks. l,27,OhO. 'I'lns 
outlay, it is expected, will yield this year an additional revenue of over three 
lakhs, which mainly accounts for the increase in the revised as compared 
with the sanctioned estimate for the (uirrent year. 

As it is proposed to carry on departmental operations on a more 
extensive scale next year, and as it is hojied also that the demand for raw’ 
materials from consumers and purchasers will continue, the estimate for 
^920-21 has been fixe<l at Rs. 20,00,000. 

Expenditure. 




Ai llAl.s 


I’luil’i t lit \ lM‘d 

BlldLMt 









llll.lll'. 1 htlllllltc, 

«‘st ilhiitr, 


'.‘.MG* 17, , 

i‘n7-iH. 

iiUH-:‘,» 

I'.R. V-2(t r.M'.R'Jd. 

U.PJO-JI. 


IN 

i IN. 

IvK. 

IN iis ‘ 


Cunbervuticy and W nrks 


:y.G8,H4(i ' 
.^,711, 87:1 

4,r)U,Hir» 

H.7.'.'li)0 li, 1(1,(100 

‘.C'.RVdOd 4.H0,o('<i i 

7, G 7.000 
r).Go.OOO 

Tnlal 

, : G,iny4i* 

1 

i 1 

8,2.\8:i.G 

T.G'i.O'pi it,:oi.ooo ! 

i;i,.^»7,ooi) 


Expenditure. 

The sanctioned budget for tlie current year is l!s 7,()<10(KI and tiic 
revised estimate has been taken at Rs. Tlio hulk of tlic lucreuse it, 

the revised estimate as compared with the sanctioned estimate Or the current 
Year, occurs under tlie head “ tOnservamy and wmks, and is due to tlie 
additional provisions .sanctioned to enaiile the dei.artmeut tn 
operations whicli. as alreadv exjilainod, it ,s expected w ill yield an addi- 
tioiial revenue of over tlirec lakhs this year. I lie Muall me ease "'u t 
head “ Establishment.” is ehiefly due to the reeeut levcyou ol the p.iv I 
officers of the Imperial Forest Service, and to larger expcmnliiic umli ^ 
ling allowance and contingencies due to the more cxtcieoe uiK.eitakii 
the department. 

Owing to the enforced economy during the period of the 
ture on communication and buildings and on the • ’ ke . 

and extension of forests, on which mcrcaso of '“I 

a minimum. To make up the leeway to ^ | 

Rs. 3,67,000, against a budget provision of Rs lOO ' 

has been ma3e in the ensuing year s . '-R / 

a sum of Rs. 30,600 for the revision of salaries 'y/ ‘P' ile>(r21 ilieludes 
officers for the whole of the next year, Uie es m Service Rs ‘iO 000 

Rs. .o0,000 for the reorganisation of the t rrl.re.s l DeDart 

for the recruitment of five officers for ^ ;.|l incroiiscd c;idre 

ment pending the recruitment of mpenal e«'eCTs to h 1 ^ ^ ^ “ 

of the department. Rs. 36,100__for the compilatioii yt or king p 


u^( 


lem penuiiig fyy'the compilation of xMirkiug plans for 

f the department. Rs. .ib,J0U loi tne eoini cr.littiiiL' iii> 

Jhittagong and the Chittagong Hill Trarts Rs. T 

of the Chittagong Forest Division into i „ netting for the 

sioiis, Rs. 39,000 for the purchase of barlied^wire . it i s ei y 

Kurseong. Jdpaiguri and Buxa Divisions Rs. 10^0( 0 ^ 

of the atlached"^ Imperial officers ’ 

for the appointment of an extra Assistant C 
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ni 




Actuals. 


Budget 

Revised 

Budget 


1916-17. 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 

eKliinate, 

1919-20. 

estimate, 

1919.20. 

estimate, 

1920-21. 


liB. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Fees for (locninonta 

19,81,536 

17,4.3,720 i 

17,69,935 

17,56,000 

25,20,000 

25,20,000 

FeeH for copies of regiHUrod 
do('iim( nth. 

77,763 

73,605 

65,051 1 

1 

64,000 

80,000 

80,000 

MiscellaneoiiH 

89,628 

86,702 

82,751 j 

80,000 

1,00,000 

1,00,000 

Total 

21,48,927 

19,04,027 

19,17,737 

1 

19,00,000 

27,00,000 

27,00,000 


Revenue. 

Following the revised estimate for 1918-19, the estimate for 1919-20 was 
fixed at Rs. 19,00,000. Owing to the high j)ric‘es of staple foods and, in fact, 
of all necessaries of life prevailing at present, to the scarcity in certain dis- 
tricts and to the devastation caused by the recent cvclone in Eastern Bengal, 
there has been a large increase in the registration of documents. Tn considera- 
tion, therefore, of the actuals of the first nine months the revised estimate for 
this year has been fixed at Rs. 27,00,000. The budget estimate for the 
ensuing year follows the revised estimate for the current year. 


Expenditure. 




Actuals. 


Bndgi't 

[ 

I 




1 Revised 

* BHdg('t 





estimate, 

estitnate, 

■ estimate, 


191C-17. 

1017-18. 

1918-19. 

1919-20 

1919-20. 

1920-21 


Rs. 

Rs 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rh. 

Rs. 

Superintendence' 

78,883 

79,591 

73,8:H) 

74,000 

83,000 

80,000 

District clinrg(‘s 

10,55,887 

10,61,448 

10,60,082 

11,47,000 

12,17,000 

13,09,000 

Total 

I 

11,34,770 

11,41,039 j 

11,33,912 

12,21,000 

13,00,000 1 

13,89,000 


Expenditure. 

The minor head '‘Superintendence’' comprises charges on account 
of the Inspector-General of Registration, his office establishment and 
contingencies, while District Charges ” represent the salaries of District 
Registrars and Sub-Registrars and their establishment and contingent 
charges. The increase in the revised estimate as compared with the sanctioned 
estimate for the current year is mainly due to larger expenditure on temporary 
establishment to cope with the very large increase in the work of the depart- 
ment, and also to slightly increased expenditure under contingencies. 

The budget estimate for the ensuing year is higher by Rs. 1,68,000 than 
the sanctioned estimate for the current year. The increase is chiefly due to 
a provision of Rs. 90,339 to give full effect to the scheme for the revision of 
the strength and pay of the ministerial establishment of the district head- 
quarters and rural registration offices, which has been partially introduced this 
year, Rs. 42,300 for the revision of the cadre of the Sub-Registrars with a view 
to secure an even flow of promotion throughout the four grades into which 
the Sub-Registrars are distributed at present, Rs. 4,800 for the extension of 
the scheme Tor District Registrars on the lines of the Madras system to four 
more districts next year, Rs. 2,160 for raising the pay of probationers, and 
Rs. 2.400 for the appointment of a Special Inspector of Muhammadan 
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irriage Registration offices. The last named appointment is with a view 
investigate the cause of the small number of marriage registrations and 
i possibilities of increasing the numlier and, incidentally, checking mal- 
actices. 

1.~~Refund8 and Drawbacks.* 

Expenditui*o. 





M.S 


Rudgrt 

iievise*! 

Riulgel 



■ 


— 

estiiiiait*, 

i‘S! iinatf, 

estimate, 


, 

UUG-17. 

1917 18 

1918-19. 

1919-20 

1919-20. 

1920-21. 



Us. 

K. 

IN. 

IN. , 

IN. 

IN. 

h 1 Revenue 


HO, 444 

1,>.H19 

2o,io:i 

i 

20,01 »0 ^ 

l8.ooi> 

1 18.000 

,mpH 


90.004 

1 .00,578 

94,049 

90.tHHl 

1.40.000 

1 1,50,000 

cUe 


97,7 IH 

75,096 

4l,o;i4 

75. Us HI 

28.000 

; 26.000 

:Oine-tax 


47,448 

44,580 

00.725 

' 85.'it0 I 

1,42 Ooo 

50. 1 100 

rest 


280 

2.750 

1.98H 

; 1.000 1 

2.000 

1 2.tH)0 

)vincial rates 


j 140 

588 

1,584 


1,000 

: 1,000 

gjtftiatioii 


1 2,27H 

:i,5io 

H,42r) 

H.ooo ' 

4.000 

’ H.OOO 

Tula! 


2,0H,:UV2 

2. 4 H 021 

2.28,90a 

2,74 tHio 

:i..i5.ooo 

2.50 000 





1 



_ . 




• D. iwliaci'Oo «r m> l>*i I’lHtoiiii onh i-ul ar«' wliol''. Itm.i-rlkl 


Expenditure. 

The amounts shown above represent the debits to Provincial funds of |>^,go 22 
e expenditure under refunds in proportion to the Provincial sliares of the 
venues under the respective heads in connection with winch refunds are made, 
tie charges under the head are of a lluctuating character and are not suliject 
any departmental control. As there has been an abnormal growth of 
venue under “ Stamps,’’ the expenditure under “ Stamps refunds ” has 
irrespondingly increased, which accounts ior the large* increase under this 
jad in the revised estimate for the current year as comjiared with the sanction- 
] estimate for 1919-20. The large increase in the revised estimate under 
icome-tax is mainly due to refunds, bv wav of adjustment under section 19 
^ the Income Tax Act. Tlie budget e.stimate for 1920-i:i generally follows 
le revised estimate for the current year, with the excephon that it makes 
llowances for an increase in stamj) refunds to corre.spond with a further 
rowth in stamp revenue, and does not provide for any large refunds under 
Qcome-tax as it is proposed, for the sake of the convenience ol the assessees, 

) adjust from the next year, the amounts ]>ayahle by way of refunds under 
action 19, as a set-off against the amount due on assessment under section 18. 

2.— Assignments and Compensations/ 

I Pa):e 2 


— 

1916-17 

.\('rTTAl> 

1917-18. 

!9I8 19. 

___ 

RudLMt 
esLim.vt <•, 

1919-20 

U.viM-d ' 
uhlnnute, 

1919 20. , 

1 

lJudpel 

eHtimate,, 

1920-21. 


Us. 

IN. 1 

Rh. 

1 

Us, 

IN 

IN 

and revenue compensation 
ension in lieu of rewumed lands 
alikana 
iciee 

or rounding 

19 

825 

53,851 

;;; 

904 i 
59,271 ; 
16.224 j 

! 

5 

951 

37,496 

1 00.485 

1 

, 1 OOO 1 

, 48 . duo ' 

1 01.340 
j --346 

1 

l.OiiO 

.50,000 

1 , 01 'ooo 

1,000 
5o 000 
1,20,840 
■f 160 

Total 

54,695 

i 

i 

1,38,937 

j 1,5U,()<U 

1,52.000 

1,72,000 


Thirt hea<i w not ope i to ili'«cii>‘nion. 


Expenditure. 

The minor heads under this major head ‘^eyreated as wholly 
wholly Provincial, or divided between Imperial and Pr , nnrelv 

O thJ classification of the corresponding heads o fe^ue. 

mpenal minor heads which are not under the charges 

■rnment of Bengal are not shown in the above statement, the charges 


Page 
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consist chiefly of pensions paid to landholders as compensation for lands 
lesumed by Government, malikana allowances and other special compmsa- 
tions. Excise coinj)ensations represent mainly the comjiensation paid by 
Government in lieu of ahkari rights which have been resumed in Native States 
The main items under this head are annual payments to the Bhutan Darbar 
of Rs. 97,000 as compensation for the removal of liquor shops from the 
borders of the State, of Rs. 4,000 to the Cooch Behar State for the transfer 
to Government of the excise administration of certain isolated areas belong- 
ing to the State, and of Rs. 11,000 proi)osed to be paid from next year to the 
French Government for closing liquor shops at Kalabagan in Chandernagore. 

XII and 13.— Interest. 

Rovenue. 




AoTtlAbS. 


Bud'gf't 

HeviacMi 

Budget 


1 

1910-17. I 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 1 

e'^tiinate, 

1919-20. 

ustiinatii, 1 
1919-20. 

e'tiniatc, 

1920-21. 

j 

IntoreKt on provii cial lo.ins and ^ 
advancPH. 

IntfirHt on (iovprnnn'tit .siH-iiritifs 
MiHcellaneoMfi 

For rouiidin;; 

Rh 

G,2.H,11.^ 

! 

' 12,2rtl 

i i:i,64H 

... 

! 

Rh. 

0,60,685 

12,281 ' 
1 7 825 

1 

Ra. j 
5,43,0.3:5 1 

12 280 

! 0,342 

1 

Rs. 

1 5,13,200 

' 12.3' >0 

1 7,300 

1 -8 200 

Rs. 

5.88,500 

1 12,000 
0,500 

R.s. 

6.02,000 

12,000 

7,000 

Total 

i 

! 6,49,042 

0,89,791 5.62,255 i 

Revenue. 

5,33,000 

1 _ 

1 6,07,000 

0,21,000 


Tlte revenue under this major head represents mainly the interest 
received by the local Government on advances and loans made from the Pro- 
vincial advance and loan account. This account, the capital transactions of 
which are outside the budget figures, provides for the grant of loans to agri- 
culturists, local bodies, etc. The monies required for the loans are furnished 
by the Government of India. The local Government pay interest thereon 
and bear losses due to bad debts. In order to cover risks and cost of manage- 
ment, the local Government charge a higher rate of interest than that 
which they have to pay to the Imperial Government. The revenue under 
this head also includes interest on Government securities belonging to insti- 
tutions taken over by Government along with the endowments for the up- 
keep of such institutions, and also interest on advances to cx-students of weav- 
ing institutions. In spite of the enhancements, which are noticed below, 
of the rates of interest charged by the Government of India to this Govern- 
ment, no change has at present been made in the rate charged by this Gov- 
ernment for loans to agriculturists. The rate of interest charged on loans 
to local bodies made after the enhanced rates came into force has, however, 
been raised to 6 per cent. 

The estimate of loans, as submitted, to the Government of India, pro- 
vides for a return in the way of interest during ]9'20-21 of Rs. 6,21,000, 
against Rs. 6,07,000, the revised estimate for this year, as shown below;— 

Revised Rud^et 

e4ini;ae, (,*ariini*te, 
19Pd-20. 1920-21, 

Rs. Ra. 

Interest on advances to cultivators ... .•• l,4iS,0()0 1,57,00() 

Interest on advances to co-operative societies ... ... 1,400 1,3(X) 

Interest on drainage and embankment advances ... l^,000 16,700 

Interest on loans to land holders ... ... 1,52,000 1,44,000 

Interest on loans to municipalities and District Boards ... 2,63,000 2,77,000 

Interest on advances to ex-students of the Weaving 

Institute and Messrs. Carew & Co. ... ... 6,100 6,000 

Interest on Go\ermneiit securities ... ... ... 12,000 12,000 

Miscellaneous ... ... ... ... 6,500 7,000 


Total 


... 6,07,000 6,21,000 
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The in(}rease in the revised estimate as compared with the sanctioned 
estimate for the current year, is mainly due to the large advances made to 
igriculturists in the Tippera and Bankura districts and in the Eastern Bengal 
listricts which were swept by the cyclone. The variations between the revisetl 
istimate for 1919-20 and the budget estimate for the ensuing year are small 
ind call for no remarks. 


Expanditure.^ i'ago 6 i 


1916-17 

AnUM.s. 

19*7 IS. 

1 191S-19. 

1 Rudtjet 

1 e-tmmte. 
i 1919-20 

Rev 

estimali', 

. 9 1 9-20. 

Rlldjj:el 

(‘sljiiiate, 

1920-21 

IN j 

IN. 

IN. 

! IN 

IN. 

IN 

[nlerest on provincial advance ■ 
and loan accounts ... .7 01,74.7 

! 

4.72.123 

4,o»).o 1 4 

4,17,000 

.7,10.000 

.7.27.000 


■' luiail !■< 111)1 im I) t ) iission 


Expenditdue. 

The interest which is paid tq tlie (Jo\piimipnt of India hy the local caM.- r. 
tdovernment, on sums placed at tlie disposal of tlic latter for iidvances and 
loans to cultivators, co-operative societies, notahilities innnicipnlities 
(excluding Presidency Corporations), District Boards and ex-students of 
the Weaving Institute and for advances on drainage and einhankinent 
schemes, is "shown as expenditure under tiiis head, the interest heing calcu- 
lated on the mean between the outstanding balance of tin' Provincial advance 
and loan accounts, at the beginning and at the end of each year. 'I'hc rate 
of interest charged to the local (Jovernment lyv the (lovcrnnicnt of India, 
was until recently per cent. ])er annum, hut with effect from the 1st Octo- 
ber HUf) this rate was raised to 4-1 per cent in respect of loans sanctioncil 
on or after that date and again to fil per cent in respect of loans sanctioned 
■)n or after the 1st Ajiril 11)17, while loans sanctioned prior to those dates 
are charged at the old rate of 31 ]>er cent 

18.— General Administration. 


Expenditure. 


Sulary of tlu* (tovornor 
Sumptuary allowanct* of tliB 
(Jovtiruor 

Expendituru from coiitruft 
allowance 

Sturt' and hoiiadioid of tin* 
Governor 
Tour expenses 
Excciitivn Council ... 

LeppBlativt' Council 
C'lvil Secretariat 
Hoard of Revenue ... 
Commissioners 

Civil otrtcos of Account and Amlit 
< 

Total 


A' in M.s. 

I9ir.-17. ! C.n7-1M. 1918-19. 


Rs. Ks It- 

1,28,387 1.11.613 1,20 0(lo 

32.0!>7 27.903 30,000 

78 639 72 w26 77.3.73 

2,91,880 3 07.702 ;'.,o3.l7o 

Vc> S74 68.001) . r>-,0^1 

2,21,233 2,3^27.7 1.99,902 

143,749 1,30.302 i 29,461 

oH 024 9, .79 096 9,9;7.8'^3 

i 12 V, 62 1,23 l,:il 118,679 

4 07 930 4.13,110 0.14,160 

ni5 7(1.3 i,;n, '.(«'( i.xv.ith 


24 , 82,180 25 «:i ,041 2 .'.,'.i:!. 2 i ;7 


CHtllU it* 
1919 20 

le‘ViH"d 
c-t lliiale, 
1919 20. 

!'*udv:el 

esi 1 mate, 

1920-21 

IN 

It- 

Rs. 

l,20,0oo 

1,20 000 

1,20,090 

3!),oi)o 

311.000 

30.000 

73,O')0 

] 011,000 

1.0(),o00 

3. 22,0 )0 

1 .10 0(10 

2 27 0 '0 
' 1,41000 

9 49 . nio 
1.26 000 

1 3 9:iO<)0 

' 1,47,000 

3.07.000 
8.7.000 

2 ,:vi oiif) 

1 21 000 
9,s7 000 
1.73 OOO 

4 . 37.000 i 

1.71.000 . 

3 ,79.000 

1 42,(H)0 
2,27,000 

1 .71.000 

9 72.01)1) 
1.39 0 )0 
4.1 H 1)1)0 

l,.71 <)OU 

26, 3S 000 

27,17 000 

27 92,000 


PflJie 


p 


Expenditure. 

Tn view of the actuals of the first nine months of the current year, tlie 
revised estimate for 1919-20 has been fixed at Rs. 

tioned estimate of Rs. 26,38,000. The increase of Rs. /.f.OOO m the revrsea 
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estimate is the result of several variations under the minor heads, but the 
chief excesses occur under the heads “ Civil Secretariat,’" Board of 
Kevenue ” and “ Commissioners.” The increase is partly due to larger 
expenditure under “ Salaries,” owing to the leave allowance of some officers 
on leave in England having been drawn in India, and under “ Establish- 
ment,” consequent on the large increase in work. The increase under 
“ Commissioners ” is due to the appointment of an Additional Commissioner 
at Dacca to control the relief oi)erations in the cyclone-affected area in 
Eastern Bengal. The excesses would have been larger but for savings under 
the head “ Tour expenses,” owing to the non-utilization of the provision for 
the construction of a new metre-guage bogie saloon for the use of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, the sanction of the Government of India to its construc- 
tion having only just been received. 

The budget estimate for 1920-21, besides allowing larger provision for 
the contract allowance of His Exc'ellency and increase in the })ay of the band 
establishment with a view to allow the staff the increment sanctioned for 
British soldiers, and larger provision under “ (hvil Secretariat — Contingen- 
cies.” based on actuals, includes Rs. 61,767 for the construction of a 
new metre-gauge bogie saloon, to replace the present saloon, for^tho use of 
His Excellency, Rs. 5,000 for the revision of the office establishment of the 
Military and Private Sec^i'etaries to the Governor, Rs. 5,000 for repairs of 
Counci] room furniture in Government House, Calcutta. Rs. 14,000 for the 
revision of the pay of lower grade clerks of the Civil Secretariat, Rs. 9,228 
for the reorganization of the offic^e of the Board of Revenue, and Its. 3,240 for 
the ontei'tainment of a temporary establishment in connection with the revi- 
sion of the Bengal local statutory rules and orders. 


XVIA and 19A— Law and Justice-Courts of Law. 

Revenue. 


Siilo-procect-lH (if uiicIuiukhI ui.cl 
eHclit'rtlcd j)ropcrly 
C(niit-li‘»*h ruuiizpil III l’iihIi 
G eiieial liru'H and I’orfcitureH 
I’lfaderHhip ev.uininati(in tVfs ... 
Misi’ellaiicoiiH fees and lines 
Mihft'llaiuHiiiH 


Total 


.\'”i ^Al/^. 


. I 

I'.m; 17. ; IIMT-IH I 


llh. 

Uk ! 

i 

1 

lU. 

24,017 

0.0,070 1 

01,400 

1,00,277 

07,200 

01,000 

7,:U>,4lf. 

8 22,042 

7,63,111 

22,000 

22,248 ‘ 

24,24i; 

\ 

1,14,270 1 

1,85,30(1 

2h,;'.,'j0 I 

00.4 00 1 

28,607 

‘•,21,080 1 

ll,22.2i)'> ' 

1 1,24,084 


lOul'jcL 

(1 

B'Uinrt 


esf iiiiaLo. 


1010-20 

1010-20 

1!»2()-21. 

1 

! Ks 

I 

IG. 

\U. 

05,000 

70,000 

40,()()O 

1,00,(00 

1 30,000 

1,00,000 

8,20,000 

8,00,000 

, 8.00,000 

20.000 

20,000 

25,000 

1,80,000 

2,60,000 

3,00,000 

3( .000 

44,000 

! 35,UOO 

11.88,000 

13, .30,000 

13.50,000 


Ue.Mlpts fiom '.'oui I fwn mul tlm-h iir« not opt'n to tllsC'i‘<Mon 


Revenue. 

The principal sources of revenue are, “ General fees, fines and forfei- 
tures ” and ” miscellaneous fees and fines.” The receipts under these 
heads are, however, liable to fluctuation, as they depend largely on the amount 
of judicial fines inflicted and the fees and commissions realised by the 
Administrator-General. Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 11,88,000,. 
considering the progress of actuals, the revised estimate for the current year 
has been fixed at Rs. 13,30,000. The increase is more or less contributed 
to by all the minor heads, but is mainly due to the fact that the realisations 
by the Administrator-General on account of fees and commissions are much 
tetter than was anticipated last year when the budget W'as framed. 

Following the revised estimate, and allowing for a small expansion ^Of . 
revenue, the estimate for 1920-21 has been placed'at Rs. 13,50,000. 
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KxpanclltuPtt. 


T 




Aoidai.8. 


Budget 1 

Ki'vised 

Budget 


i‘nr>-i7. 

11U7-1H. ; 

P.UH-UJ 

istimatf, 

I'JlV-'iH. 

estouate, 

1219-20. 

cHtiuute, 

1220-21. 






' — ‘ " 



Hs. ' 

Rs. ‘ 

lU. 

K.h. ! 

1 

lU 

Us 

Higli Court ... 

14,1 , 

14,05, l5ii i 

U,4‘),;is4 

1 

14 ,21,000 

15,08,000 

15,44,000 

Law otlioora 

7G1.4MI 

0,8‘.U'.i.'» : 

S.TO.iUO 

7,32,000 

0,.5l 00.) 

7,33.000 

Administrator-General and 
Ollicial Tiustee 


40, .17.) 

1.00 :i2.i 

1,20,000 

1,05,000 

1,14,000 

Coroner’s Court 

7, '.1*22 

7,‘.nD ' 

K.t):iG 

8.000 

8, Did) 

8,000 

Preside 11 cy Magistrates' 
lyourts 

‘ i 

1.4d O.70 

1 ,'»H,oii;, 

1 .7j 000 

1,04,000 

1 .03,0011 

Civil and Sessions Court 

4S.aG,172 

4‘.« 20 (iL, 

0 1 .20, 1 no 

n 1,00, 000 

').i.ot;,ooo 

. >4.12,000 

Courts of Small Causes .. 

2.r)S,4'.iH , 

2,7o.iiho 

2 r..7,02'.» 

2,80.000 

! 

2.S 1 ,000 

2, K 2. 000 

Criminal Couits 

2.1,112,2 12 ’ 

2;),'^7.H'.n) 

20 .U..‘)24 

2.1 Od oiiu 

2.0,22,0111) 

30,23,000 

Pleaderslii|) examination 
eliar^es ... 

i:i,24u 

1 I.'.M2 

10,'.».')0 

13 OOO 

) 1,000 

1 I, ',00 

liefnnds 

04.1 I'D 

G '.1,20 2 

Gr>;.io'j 

7o 000 

70 1 00 

70,000 

Total 

! '.)1C2').1M7 

1,00 ll^7o| 

1 04.0l.0i;2 

! ol ;if) (iii'i 

t o(;,;').C0‘'i) 

1 ,i4.:i7.ooo 




— - 


— 

„ — 


TdirfH 1 


Expenditure. 

llUlJi Court. — IJiidei' tins head aiv shown liie sah‘U‘i<‘s ol the judges and i\,^rcHG 
officers arid estahlishnieiits ol the ili^li ( onrt. <aiid tht‘ coiiiuHled (*(>iiliiiL.te!i1 
exj)eiiditui'e. Tlie small iiiereast' in the lawised estimati* is maiiil\ due to thi* 
retention of the additional J^uisne dinl^’e tor the whole year, instead ot loi 
four months only, as was exjieeted when the hud^et was j rained last \eai 
The ensuing year’s estimate generally iollows the revised estimate loi the 
current year, with the exception tliat a sliglitly lai'ger ju’ovision has iHien 
made under contingencies according to reiiuirenients, and a provision ot 
Ks. 52,788 for an additional judge and his estahhsliment tor the whole \ear. 

Law okcers.— m^ minor head coinjirises the charges on account ol t he 
Advocate-General, the Legal Remembrancer, the Government So icitor, t a^ 
Standing (bunsel, the Public Prosecutor and (mverninent jileaders in IIh‘ 

High Court and in the mnfassal. It also indiH es tl.e lees pan l)\ 
lucnt to pleaders in civil and criminal cases. J he ex]>eiHli ure H y 

CAvil and Sessions Cowris.-- 1 o this minor head ' ^ ‘ 

in connection with the Courts of District and . ^ 'riic 

Judges and Munsifs and proce.ss-servmg and . additional 

increa.se in expenditure in the current year ’yr't, , ” tf, cope with the 

temporary courts which it J payment of war allowance.s 

steady increase in judicial work, and partly O j r,.. pnsuing year’s 

bclS » PvUiol of R». 2,50,000 for the ,n,pro.emeot of the pay 



326 


The Budget. [29th Makch, 

of the oflicers of the Provincial Judicial Service, against a lump provision 
of lis. 1,25,000 for the same purpose in the current year’s budget. The 
estimate for 1920-21 also includes a few schemes involving small expendi- 
ture, the details of which are given in the schedule attached as an annexure 
to this memorandum. 

[ 80. Courts of Small Causes. — The salaries of the judges and officers of the 
Presidency and mufassal courts, their establishment and connected contin- 
gent expenditure, are shown under this minor head. The provision for the 
seventh additional judge and his establishment, which exists in the current 
year’s budget, has been repeated in the estimate for 1920-21. 

81 . Criminal Courts . — Under this minor head the variations in the figures 
follow the corresjionding alterations under the head, “ 3. Land Revenue — 
riiarges of district administration,” a portion of which is transferred to this 
head. 1’he large increase in the revised estimate for the current year is mainly 
due to an increase in expenditure under ” Supplies and Services ” and 
Contingencies,” owing to a rise in the price of all articles of stationery, 
and to tlie enhancement in the rate of postage and telegram charges recently 
made by the Postal Department, as also to the payment of war allowance 
to inenials. The estimate for 1920-21 assumes the continuance of these 
abnormal causes, but the increase of Rs. 5,64,000. which represents a share 
of the total increase, over the revised estimate for the current year, is mainly 
due to a lump provision of Rs. 2,50,000, against a jirovision of Rs. 1,25,000 
in the current year’s budget, for the furtherance of the scheme for the 
appointment of circle officers, and to a provision of Rs. 10,53,000 to give 
enect to the recommendations of the Public Serviins ('ommission for the 
revision of the pay and prospects of the Indian and Provincial Civil Services 
officers. The last nanu'd scheme is at present before the Secretary of State 
and it is hoped that orders will shortly issue. 

XVIB and 19B,— Law and Justice— Jails. 

Revenue. 


— 

i 1 

' UMC-17. 

Ai'IUAIS. 

1917 18. 1 

l 

1918-19. 

OHtlUUltr, 

' 1919 2('. 

1 

JlcvinGii 

oHiiniatr, 

1919-20 

(."'tiiiiiitG, 

1920-21. 


! ! 

l!s. 1 

1 

u«. 

1 

Hs. 

]{H. 

Jails ... 

..I 1 

<.nt> 1 

1 .58(> 

1,000 i 

2,000 

2,000 

Jail maiiufartures ... 

.. 1 12,11,9(12 : 

12.00, 7H'< ; 

14,75,288 

10.00,000 

17,30,000 : 

iC.00,000 

Total 

.. 12,13,()4(» , 

12,01,713 I 

14,76,874 

I 10 01.000 

17,32,000 

i 

IC,02,000 


Revenue. 

The main source of receipts under the head. “ Law and Justice — Jails,” 
IS the sale-proceeds of articles manufactured in jails and supplied to the 
public and public departments. The sale-proceeds of quinine packets are 
also credited in moiety under this head and the head XXI B. — Scientific 
and Miscellaneous Departments.” The large increase in the revised esti- 
mate is mainly due to a large demand for quinine from the military author- 
ities for the frontier campaign, and to the high prices that are at present 
obtainable for most of the articles of jail manufacture, especially for cotton 
goods, mustard-oil and castor-oil. 

In view of the difficulty of obtaining good raw materials for uniforms 
and other cotton goods, and of the fact that a good crop next year might 
cause, a fall in jail population and also in the demand for. oil, gunny bags 
and other articles, the next year’s receipts cannot be expected to be as high 
as those of the current year. The estimate for 1920-21 has, therefore, been 
placed at Rs. 16,02,000, against the revised estimate of Rs. 17,32,000 for 
1919-20. 
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Expenditure. 




— 

j .\CTI il.s. 

1910-17. 1917-18. 1918 19. 

Biuim't 

cHtiiinitf. 

191920 , 

Revised 

estimate, 

1919-20, 

estmiate, 

1920-21. 


la. ijs. 

la 

Rs i 

1 lIs. 

Jails 

Jail manufactures ... 

Kef u mis 

... 19.2'>.r)4.'') 19,:19.:U4 22.40.^41 

8 72.291 10.9;».214 i:>,:i,ii2l 

1.4S2 .Ml 2,V,41 

20. 13,000 
9.0.1.00(1 

1 Olio 

2G.!»3 000 
U.Om.uOo 
7,000 

20 73 000 
13.>'4,01H) 
3,000 

Total 

... 2T.9G.:UK :9);;r),129 .iT.HJ.litx; 

30.04, 

n.oii.ooo 

40,00,000 


Expenditure. 





Under thi^s head are shown (a) the salary of the liispeetoi-deneral of 
i risons and the cost of his office establishment and eontiic'encies (/>) the 
expenditure connected with the staff emiiloved in the supenision of lails 
(o) the charges for the maintenance of convicts, and (d) the cost of tlie'nin’’ 
chase of raw materials for jti-il manufactures, I he items (r) and yd) are 
fluctuating, being dependent on the strength of the jail pojmlation and on 
demands for jail manufactures Variations in the jirice of food-grains and 
outbreaks of epidemic diseases in jails afle(*i the charg(‘s lor the mainten- 
ance of prisoners, while fluctuations in the price of raw materials aflect the 
cost of production of jail manufactured articles 

Jails . — The increase m the revised estimate for 191fl-20 as compared 
with the budget estimate for that year, occurs mainly under “Dietary 
charges and Clothing and bedding of prisoners,” owing to the high 
prices of food-stuffs and clothing jirevailing at jiresent Th{‘ dietary charges 
are expected to rise by Rs. 4,1() (KK) and charges for clothing and bedding of 
jirisoners by Rs. 1,00,000, besides an expected rise in (‘xpenditniv of 
Rs. 21,000 under hos[)ital cliarges, and of Rs. 4d,000 under “ M iscellam'ous 
supjilies and services ” Increases made up of small sums occair also und(*r 
other sub-heads. 

T1h‘ ('stimate for 1920-Iil makos allow'aner [or th(‘ coiiMnnanco of t In* 
high prices of cloth and bedding materials, but assumes that the croj) pros- 
jiects will be good and, therefore, that there w ill he a fall in the prices of food- 
stuffs. The only noticeable addition to recurring expenditure in tin* next 
year’s budget, is the provision of Rs. 50,000 for the revision of th(‘ dailors’ 
establishment. The members of the Subordinate dad establislnnent, at the 
beginning of the present year, submitted a memorial for the improvement 
of the pay and prospects of their service. Although the whole ijuestion of 
jail administration is shortly to be scrutinized by the Indian dail C’ornniis- 
sion, after full consideration of the case, it has been decided not to j)ost|)one 
the improvements till the recommendations oi that body are fully formnlateti, 
as the present conditions of the Subordinate Jail establishment are not what 
they should be under any economic conditions that are likely to he normal 
in future, while the phenomenal level of prices at tlie present tim(‘ makes 
it necessary to attempt some immediate amelioration dlie lecomimmda- 
tions of this Government to the Government of India involve an additional 
exfienditure of Rs. 50,000 next vear, and provision has been mafle accordingly. 

Jail The 'increase of Rs. 4,40,000 in tlie revised esti- 

mate for 1919-20 is due mainly to the rise in the price of raw materials and 
to the purchase in larger quantities of such materials to supph tlie heavy 
demands for jail-made goods. As a fall in the price of raw materials cannot 
at present be hoped for, adequate provision has been made in the hmlget 
estimate for 1920-21 for their purchase, while jirovision has also lieeri made for 
the purchase of European stores to make up deficiencies, as such articles 
during the war w^ere not only scarce hut expenditure on them was kept at a 
rninimum as' a measure of war economy. 
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XVII and 20— Police. 

\ 

Revenue. 




AcTtrAtiJ. 


Hndget 

estimate, 

Revised 

estimate, 

1 Budget 

1 estimate, 
1920-21. 

1 

1916-17 

' 1917-18. 

1 

1918-19. 

1919-20 

i 1919-20. 

I 


1 

1 

— 




1 

Its. 

lis. 

Kk. 

Us. 

Us. 

Rs. 

Ca^lj icueiptn under the AriiiH | 







Act ... ... 1 

I’ulicf Hiipplicd to puhlic de[»art- 

H09 

! 347 

589 

500 

4,000 

6,000 

iinuith, jirivate conipunicH and 







jM'JHOIlS 

24,937 

! 21,323 1 

15,851 

23.000 

1 7,onu 

21,000 

ProsidciK \ polic(‘ ... 

on Hcooiuit of village ^ 

1,17.109 

j 1,21,49.5 ' 

1 30,631 

1 ,6)2 OOU 

2.66),000 

2,70,000 

police ... ... ' 

279 

i 321 , 

317 ‘ 

500 



CiicH, tincH anij forfcitincK 

14.727 

1 17.914 , 

22,961 

2 2, 900 

23,000 

24,000 

MlHCldl.UlCOUS 

10,145 ; 

20,446 ' 

77,641 

2:'), (100 

29,000 

.30,000 

Supoi animation receipts 

Colici! Hiipplied to nmnicipaliticH, 

24 ' 

1 

3 i 





caiitonnienla and town I'lindH i 
1- 

10,603 1 

5,305 

4,178 

6,000 

l.OuO 

4,000 

! 

Total ... ’ 

1 

1,83.633 j 

1,87,154 

2.52,168 

2, 2,7 000 

3,40,000 

1 

3,55,0t»0 


Revenue. 

Tlie receipts under this head consist mainly of (a) fees and fines levied 
under the Cattle Trespass Act, {h) the recovery of tlie cost of })oli(‘u suj)plied 
to public departments, private companies and pe?’sons, (c) fees levied under 
the Motor Vehicles Act and the Hackney Carriaf^e Act, and ((/) fees under 
the new Arms Act rules. The large increase of Rs. l.OiTOOO in the revised 
estimate for the current year, as comf)ared with the sanctioned estimate, is 
partly due to larger receipts tlian wei’e (contemplated under the Motor 
Vehicles Act, owing chiefly to the rapid increase in motor traffic, but mainly 
to an ex])ected revenue of Rs. 7:2, 000 as fees under the new Arms Act 
ruhvs, a factor which was not taken into account when the current year’s 
estimate was framed. Allowing for a small growth of revenue of Rs. 15,000 
over the revised estimate for the current year, the estimate for 1020-21 has 
be(m fixed at Rs. 3,55,000. 


Expenditure. 


— 

1916-17. 

Actuals. 
j 1917-18. 

1918-19. 

Budget 

e.stiiuate, 

1919-20. 

Revised 

oatimate, 

1919-20. 

Budget 

CHtimute, 

1920-21. 


Rk. 

^ Rs 

Rs. 

Rs. 

liB, 

Rs. 


19,61,039 

21,14,749 

21,13,992 

22,77,000 

23,55 000 

30,16,000 

Sii})enntendenee 

Disti let E\eculi\e Foice 

3,46,816 

4,04,646 

3,50,751 

3,23.000 

3,52,000 

3,47,000 

77,99,845 

85,38,077 

90,17,691 

93,22,000 

98,38 000 

1,()1,07,000 

Village. Colice 

13,290 1 

7,121 

j5,388 

lO.oOO 

5,060 

0 000 

Special Police 

3,12,625 

3,24 8.58 

3,70,521 

: 3,73,0('0 

4,75,000 

3,83,000 

Hail way Police 

3,50,867 

3,68,621 ; 

4,02,237 1 

3,64 000 

3,56,000 

3,1 8, Oi 0 

Criminal Inve.stigatioii 

Department 

8,64,188 

i 

8,52,427 , 

1 

9,30,707 

9,48,000 

9,15,000 

' 8,50,000 

Cattle pounds 

225 

216 I 

209 

300 

... 

300 

Refunds 

2,388 

2,572 1 

3,910 

3,7U0 j 

4,000 

4,700 

For rounding 

... 

: 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

1,16,57,288 

1,26,1.3,287 1 

1 —U 

1,32,26,406 

1,36,21,000 j 

1,43,00,000 

1,50,32,000 


7’4e Budget 
Expenditure. 
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The cost of establishment maintained in connection ^Yith cattle pounds 
debited to this head, but the bulk of the expenditure relates to the Police 
epartment. The charges relating to the maintenance of settlements for the 
iclamation of criminal tribes is also recorded under this head. 


Presidency Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 22,77,000 

)r 1910-20, the revised estimate for the current year has lieen fixed at 
23,55,000. The increase of Rs. 7S,0(t0 over the sanctioned estimate is 
artly due to larger expenditure in clothing, and jiartly under “ Salaries,'* 
ving to the revision of the jiay of the Imperial Servit‘e officers sanctioned by 
le Secretary of State. The increase in ex])enditure would have been large.- 
at for the savings in the jirovision for the pay of the force on\ ing to vai’ancies, 
nd for smaller savings under several other heads. 


The budget estimate for 1920-21 jirovides for a further increase of 
ts. 6,61,000 over the revised estimate for this year, Mhidi is mainly due to a 
rovision of Rs. 5,00,000 for })ayment to the District (diaritable Societ;\ to 
liable them to meet the cost of acquiring a suilable site in the suburbs of 
'alciitta and of building a new alms house. Us 7(i,0()0 foi* the enmtion of a 
*ublic Vehicles department, to control the hackney t’arriages and the mobu* 
chicles which have, this year, been transferred from the (‘ontrol of th(‘ 
bilcutta Corj)oration to that of the jiobce, and Us oO.OOO tor the entertain* 
[lent of extra staff for the licensing of arms undm* the new Arms Act ruh's 
^ sum of Rs. 36,263 has been provided to meet the cost of additional stalf and 
ecurring charges of the four new motor launches sanctioned for rivei’ patrol 
rork, and Rs. 30.000 for the sujijdy of boots and vnimht shoes to head con- 
tables and constables. Another noticeable alterali<m in th(‘ estimate is the 
hange in the apjiortionment of the jiolice charges betwtHui (loveiaiment and 
he Port Comniissionei«s, whereby such charges will b(‘ ap[>ortioned in future 
n the ratio of three-tenths and seven-tenths, respectively, with regard to the 
orce of the Port, Dock and the detty Thdice, while the Ihirt (Commissioners 
VI 11 contribute also three- fourths of their seven-tenths share towards pension 
harges. 


Superintendence . — The salaries of the I nsjiector-f general. Deputy 
[nspectors-General and of their establishment and contmgeruie.s are 
iccounted for under this minor head. The increase <)f l^s 29,00(1 in the 
revised estimate as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the cunent 
year, is mainly due to the revision of pay of the Imperial Police offir’er.s 
recently sanctioned by the Secretary of State and to tlie (Irawal in bidn' ‘d 
leave allowances by some of the officers who are on leave in Kn^danil I here 
lias also been increased expenditure under contiriKciicies owiiip' to the rise 
in the price of articles of stationery and increase in the postal and telegniin 
charges. The budget estimate for 1920-21 provides for the normal rerpiire- 
ments of the department. 




District Executive Vorce.-Th^ salaries of Distnet Super.i.tendenls, 
Assi.stant and Deputy Superintendents and ot 1' 

cost of the District Police Force and of the provincial Police 1 r iini ,;- > lools 
at Sardah, Dacca and Berhampur are mclu. e.l /: , ‘ r 

diture represents nearly 70 per cent. . 0()0 for the current 

major head. Against a sanctioned estimate of Rs^ . .1,22,000 f 

vear, the revised estimate for 1919-29 luis neeii ^ ,, ImLIi 

large increase of Rs. 5,10,000 is mainly due to an 

in the repairs of buildings damaged K'' the eye one j i^reat 

to the abnormal rise in the price of cloth, which . t . . * .. o 
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increase in expenditure on clothing. The budget for the current year made 
insufficient j)rovision under “ Travelling allowance,” and the revised 
estimate under this head iias been fixed at Ks. 10,00,000, on the basis of recent 
actuals, against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 5,50,000. Owing to the very 
great rise in the price of articles of stationery and increase in the rates of 
[)ostHl and telegram charges, an increased expenditure of Rs. 1,18,000 is 
expected under Contingencies.” The sanction of the Secretary of State 
to the increase in the pay of head constables not having been yet received, a 
saving of Rs. 2,17,000 is anticipated. But for this saving, the excess expem 
ditnre would have been larger. 


In the expectation that the sanction of the Secretary of State will be 
leceived early next year, a provision of Rs. 2,08,950 has been made for raising 
the pay of head constables in the next year’s estimate. Besides making 
sufficient allowance for the continuance of high prices during 1920-21, the 
coming year’s budget provides Rs. 74,472 for raising the proportion of the 
ordinary reserve of constables in pursuance of the scheme already under- 
taken, Rs. 1,29,120 for strengthening the cadre of sub-inspectors to replace 
probationers under practical training, Rs. 18,803 for the continuance of the 
post of an Additional Superintendent at Asansol, Rs. 8,100 for the appoint- 
ment of an Assistant Principal for the Police Training College at Sardah, 
Rs. 16,784 for raising the pay of European sergeants, and Rs. 4,902 for rais- 
ing the scale of the emergency force in the Noakhali district. Owing to a 
rise in the price of food-stuffs, the rates of diet in police hospitals have 
recently been raised, and a provision of Rs. 8,000 has been made to meet the 
increased cost. A sum of Rs. 11,760 has been included in the budget for 
the payment of an additional grant for the Karwal Nut Settlement, due to 
an increase in the population of the Settlement, Rs. 7,497 for the employment 
of a detective staff on rails and rivers, and Rs. 27,000 for the replacement 
of the launch Helcv Henry of the River Police. 


Special Police. — Under this minor head are recorded the accounts of 
the Bengal Military Police, the Frontier Police, Chittagong, and the charges 
of the Upper Burma Police Depot. The large increase of Rs. 1,02,000 in 
the revised estimate, as compared with the sanctioned estimate for this year, 
is mainly due to an increase in ex{)enditure under ” Ration allowance,” 
owing to the rise in the prices of food-stuffs, and under ” Clothing,” owing 
to the abnormal rise in the price of cloth. The estimate for the ensuing year 
makes necessary provision for the normal charges of the department. 


Railway Police. — This head includes the cost of the supervising staff and 
their establishments and the police force employed on the East Indian, Eastern 
Bengal, Bengal-Nagpur and Assam-Bengal Railways. Except in the case 
of expenditure on the Eastern Bengal Railway, which is wholly met from 
Provincial revenues, the line being a State railway, seven-tenths of the total 
cost used to be realised from the railway companies concerned and the 
recoveries used to be shown as deductions from the charges. The apportion- 
ment of the cost between Government and railway companies, has, however, 
been changed from this year, and under the new arrangement railway com- 
{)anies will bear the whole cost of watch and ward and Government that of 
crime and order. The companies will pay their shares as lumj) sum con- 
tributions, which will be taken as a set-off against expenditure. 


Criminal Investigation Department. — The revised estimate shows a 
saving of Rs. 33,000, as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the current 
year, while the budget estimate for 1920-21 shows a further reduction of 
Rs. 65,000. These reductions in expenditure are mainly due to less expen-, 
diture under ‘‘ Temporary force.” 
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XVIII and 21— Porta and Pilotage. 

Revenue. 





Acti’ai-s. 


Uiidi^et 

estimate, 

1010-20. 

Uevised ' 
ealMiiate, 

10 10-20. 

Uiid^ct 

estimate, 

1020-21. 



1016-17. 

1017 18. 1 

1018-10. 



Us. ! 

Us. 

u<. 

lU. 

Us. 

Us. 

i-proci^edfl of vesaelH 
tores. 

and 


1 

484 


... 

Of), 0(H) 

jistVatioTi and other 
alciitta. 

fees, 

1 

70,Hr>;i ■ 

70,l8r» ' 

72 OOU 

or>,ooo 

)ta^o receipts, Calcutta 

... 

} io,rii>.HU 

8,6:1.7(10 

10.4‘_>.874 

ll.o;i,iUK) 

io,r»o.ooo 

K4 02.000 

cellanooiiH 

... 

1 1,17,H44 

7i,8r)0 

1,14,108 j 

8y,C(MI 

1 1 ,. 65,000 

i,r»:i.ooo 

'rotiil 


* V2 t*)i 1,064 

1 

10,06 4 lh> 

i‘2,:ic,6r)> 

12.6 4,000 

1 : 1 , 00,000 

15..')0,000 


Revenue. 

The total receipts under this head in aniounted to Rs. 

d the sanctioned estimate for was fixed at Rs. 12, (>4,000. In 

nsideration of the actuals of the first ten months of the i iirrent year, bow- 
er, the revised estimate has been iixed at Rs. 13,00,000 (.Iwin^ to sliipjiing 
[ficulties during the period of war the receijits under this head tell gradually. 
it now that hostilities have ceased, it is hoped that tonnage will increase, 
using a rapid recovery in the receijits, and the budget estimate fo>- the com- 
g year has, therefore, been placed at Rs Ifi.nO.OOO. 


I’a^f 11 


Expenditure. 




A< TIIACS 


lUidgei 

UeViM'd 

Bndget 




_ — — 1 

iMt imati', ! 

esUmale, 

e>nmiite, 


1016-17. 1 

1017-18. ' 

lOlH-10 

1010 20 

1010 20 

1020 21 


Us. 

Us ' 

1 

u- 

U^ 

Us. 

Uk 

irchase and liire i»C sliips and 




... 


... 

vesHels. 

larieH and allnwantea of officinH 

1,08.884 

02,6:1H I 

1,06,414 

1,17,000 

1,07 0"0 

1 .20,000 

and men afloat. 

rtualliUK of ofticers and men 

27,878 

:V2,820 

26,430 

:i 2 ,ooo 

40,(b.0 

40,000 

afloat 1 

irchaHu of marine stores and 

i,i8.:j:]6 

2,24,240 

1 , 62,733 

1,60,000 

1 ,60,000 

1,06,000 

coal for tlie binldiiiK, repairfi, 




, 

1 


and outfit of ships and vessels, j 
lotage and pilot establish- 1 

5,80,068 

1 5,05.147 

' 5,80,776 

' 6,29,000 

7,50 000 I 

8,()(j,0(to 

menls. ' 

irts and pilotage establish- 

50, 0:^8 

78,826 

74,783 

! ‘j 5,6 00 

1 

j 1.110,000 i 

04,000 

ments. 

il)8i(lies to Steamer Com- 

3,000 

3,000 

3,000 

i 4,500 

i 

! :iooo 

:;,ooo 

panies. 

[iscellaneous 

; 1,86,806 

2,10,138 

' 3,02,226 

1 17178 

i 2 :io,ooo 
51 ,000 

: 13. .32 0 0 
:io,ooo I 

2,0.3.000 

.34,0(10 

Late yacht establishment 

27,250 

10 817 

:',, 2 oo 

3.00" 

:'.,ooo 

:'i,ooo 

efuiids 
or riainding 

2,770 

2 5 4 1 

i — ]l)0 


:: 

Total 

1 1,15,020 

11 60,185 

12,85.740 

1 : 1 , 31,000 

' 25, 'll, 0 ‘0 1 

15,02 OOO 


Expenditure. 

The important head under this major 
stablishment,” the . it 55 per cent. The chief 

>ilotage receipts, of which the pilots „ revjsed' estimate, as com|)ared 
lauses, nowever, ot the large increase 1 - - _ rrrantof Rs ^ lakhs 

vith the sanctioned estimate ^^^.^'“^‘“"f^nnjmissioners of Chittagong for the 
)y the Government of India to the the aildition of 

/urchase of a dredger and the transfer to this head 

Rs. 3,25,000 made by the Government o ^ iniT)roverrpnt of the port of 
3ivil ” budget as an Imperial grant for the imiiroveir 

Shittagfiug. ti 
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Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 13,31,000 for 1919-20 the budget 
estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 15,02,000. The large increase in the 
ensuing year’s estimate is partly under the head “ Pilotage and Pilot 
establishment,” as increase in pilotage receipts causes an increase in pilotage 
charges, and partly under the head, “ Purchase of marine stores and coal 
for the building, repairs and outfit of ships and vessels,” owing to a rise in the 
prices of machinery and all articles of European manufacture. The ensuing 
year’s budget also includes Rs. 20,000 for the revision of the salaries of officers 
m accordance with the recommendations of the Public Services Commission, 
Rs. 16,000 for the revision of the scales of salaries of the Royal Indian Marine 
officers, Rs. 19,728 for increasing the pay of engineers, marine surveyors and 
Assistant Shipping Masters, and Brami Shipping Office, Rs. 9,310 for the 
purchase of a new boiler for the steam launch Isabel to replace the present 
old one, Rs. 90,000 for the payment of fees to Sir Bradford Leslie and to 
Mr. Basil Mott for the preparation of designs, etc., for the proposed new 
Howrah bridge, and Rs. 49,000 for the removal of the disparity in the treat- 
ment between lascars taken prisoners from British ships and enemy ships, in 
respect of their wages. As the last named expenditure is entirely due to the 
war, the Government of India have been moved to make a corresponding grant 
to reimburse this Government for this expenditure and a similar amount has 
been claimed on the receipts side this year under the head “ Transfer between 
Imperial and Provincial.” 

In view of the transfer of the administration of the port of Chittagong to 
the charge of the Railway Board, the usual provision of Rs. 1,50,000 as a 
contribution to that port has been omitted from the next year’s estimate, but 
full provision for the salary of the Port Officer, instead of half as at present, 
has been made. Since the greater part of the duties which the Port Officer 
has to perform is on behalf of Government, it has been decided that no recovery 
for his pay will in future be made from the Port Fund. 


XIX and 22-Education. 

Revenue. 




Aotuai-s. 


Budget 

efitimatc, 

Kevi^ed 

(‘stiinnte, 

Bnd^^et 

estimate, 


191()-17 

191M«. 

1918-19. 

1919-20. 

1919-20. 

1920-21 

- — 

- - 




— 




li». 

Rh. 

Ks. 

Ks. 

Its 

Ka 

Foes, (Tovernnient colleges — 
(iciirral 

3,48,322 

3,50,41.5 

3, 73, .344 

4,00,000 

3,85,000 

4,20,000 

riofeesioiial 

59,539 

00,^21 

57,907 

02,000 

77,000 

85,000 

Fees, (Toverninent seluwls — 







(Jeneral 

4,32,0SC> 

! 4,20,982 

4,33,093 

4,38.000 

j 4,43.000 i 

4,55,000 

Special 

39,804 

! 39,100 

41,004 

45,000 

57.000 

65,000 

CoiilnluitioiiH from Native States, 
jirivato persons aiul iminici- 



1 

4,985 



5,000 

paiities 

12,135 

15,225 

16.000 

8,000 

Income from endowments 

... 


... 




Miscellaneous 

55,446 

. .. 

53,-141 

72,176 

68,000 

70.000 

70,000 

Total 

9,47,392 

9,51,950 

9,83,109 

10,29,000 

10,40,000 ! 

11,00.000 


Revenue. 

The actuals of 1918-19 amounted to Rs. 9,83,109 and the budget esti- 
mate for this year was Rs. 10,29,000. Considering the actuals of the first 
nine months of the current year, the revised estimate for 1919-20 has been 
fixed at Rs. 10,40,000. Allowing for a normal growth of revenue, the esti- 
mate for the ensuing year has been placed at Rs. 11,00,000. 
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I 1916-17. 

f 


I 1.21 ,076 
' l,5ii,17l 

j 9,06.72 » 

; 3,40.846 
' 20,62,678 
j 7.26,8' II 
' 18.93,911 
2,48,827 
3.36.261 
2,028 

Proviniou for givinfj effect to j 
the recoruineudations of the ! 

Public Services Coiumc-Hiou ... j 
Lump provi-tion for expenditure j 
of the recurring imperial ! 
assignment ... ... I 

Further grant for jinj)rovein('nt ! 

of education ... ... I 

Lump provision for recurring ex- j 
pei.diture for improving popu- 
lar education ... ... 1 

Lump provision f ir recurring ex- ^ 
pijnditure for the development | 
of primary education ... | 

Probable savings ... ... | 

For rounding ... I 

j 

Total ... j 76 87, 1 52 


University 

Direction 

Inspection' 

Government / General 
Colleges ( Profes^ionaI 
Government f (ienerai 
Schools. ( Special 
Grants-in-aid 
Scholarsliips 
Miscellaneous 
Refunds 


T/i€ Budget, 


AciriLs 


! 1917-18. 


Us. 


1 16,199 
1 , 62.286 
8,98.391 
9.29.265 ; 
3 42.942 
22,29.57,3 ' 
7,11,182 
20,18,445 
2. 4 9,. 59 8 
4,25.060 ' 
8.220 


1918-19. 

Budget 

eBiiinato, 

1919-20. 

UoviHoO 

ostiinate, 

1919-20. 

Budget 

estimate 

1920-21. 

Uh 

Uh. 

Us 

1 

^ Uh. 

1,L5 00() 

16.15,000 

1,15,000 

6,60.000 

1,22,389 

1.54,000 

1 ,65 0(K) 

1.55.000 

8,94,980 

9,23,000 

, 9,50,000 

9,70.000 

9.39.481 

9,56,000 

; 10,50,000 

10,46.000 

3.6.3.2.34 

3,77.000 

1 3,69.000 

3.97.000 

25,46.257 

25.74.(H)0 

; 2K.00.000 

.'W,6u,U00 

7.09,246 

9,08.000 

, 7.50.000 

16 46,000 

23.67.843 

24,7.3 000 

, 24.50,000 

26,95,000 

2,74,506 

2,76,000 

2.H2.0{M) 

2,80.000 

2 76.130 

7,05.000 

5,76,000 ; 

6.49,000 

3.168 

2, 0(H) 

1,000 j 

2,000 



- i 

3 76,0(M) 


10,200 j 

1 

2,410 

... 

3,730 : 

1 

3.420 


1 

G..564 1 

1 

... j 

... 

... 

1 

2.664 1 
12.0U.158 

j 

! 

... 


+ 170 


80.92,061 86,12,234 97.86 oo, I , 95.08.000 i 1 .2 1 ,42,tKjO 


Expenditure. 

Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs 97,86,000 for 1919-20 and the 
revised estimate of Rs. 95,08,000 for the current year, tlic ensuing year’s 
estimate has been fixed at Rs. 1,21,42,000 The coining year’s estimate 
includes a provision of Es. 3,76,000 to give elfect to the recommendations 
of the Public Services Commission for the improvement of tlie ])ay and pros- 
pects of the Imperial and Provincial Services ollicers Kven leaving this 
provision out of account, the next year’s Inidget provides for a growth of 
expenditure of Rs. 22,58,000, over the revised estimate for the current year. 
The main features of the budget estimates are exjilained in detail under tlie 
minor heads below. 

Unioersity . — The sanctioned estimate of Rs. 16,15,000 foi- 1919 20. was 
made up of the recurring Imperial grants of Rs. 30,000 for administration, 
Rs. 20,000 for Law Colleges, and Rs. 65,000 for tlie development of the 
University, besides a lump provision of Rs. 15 lakhs ior capital exfienditure 
that may be necessary in connection with the recommendations of the ( ni- 
versity Commission. The findings of that body having been received too 
late, it is improbable that any capital expenditure will be incurred this year, 
and hence the revised estimate for the current year has been fixed at 
Rs. 1,15,000. The estimate for the ensuing year provides for the usual 
recurring ImperiaJ grants, and a lump provision of Rs. 5,45,000 for the 
recurring expenditure that may have to be incurred in connection with the 
establishment of a University at Dacca. 

Direction.— Vrxder this minor head are shown the salaries of the Direx'- 
tor of Public Instruction and of his Assistants, also the pay of the establmh- 
ment of the Director’s office and the connected contingent expenditure. Ihe 

8 A 


Ungt: 12 
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small increase in the revised estimate is mainly under Salaries/’ and is 
due to the privilege leave allowance of Mr. Hornell having been drawn in 
India instead of in England. 

The budget estimate for 1920-21 provides for normal charges. 

Inspection. — The salaries of the Inspectors of European schools, of 
technical schools and industries and of other schools, together with the cost 
of their establishment and contingent expenditure are recorded under this 
head. The expenditure incurred by the District School Committee is also 
included under this minor head. The small increase in the revised estimate 
over the sanctioned estimate for the current year, is mainly under establish- 
ment and contingencies- The provision of lis. 86,000 for the appointment 
of Additional Assistant Inspectresses of Schools out of the Imperial grants 
has been repeated in the next year’s estimate, which also includes a sum of 
lis. 18,880 for strengthening the subordinate Inspectorate by the creation 
of 18 additional appointments in the Subordinate Educational Service, and 
Rs. 18,080 for the improvement of the conditions of the services of school 
mistresses and female inspecting staff, and for granting them house rent 
allowances. 

Government Colleges — General. — The estimate for the current year 
under the head, “ English — Arts Colleges— Salaries ” was fixed at 
Rs. 6,59,200, after deducting Rs. 77,612 as probable savings, owing to some 
olfi(Jcrs beintr on military duty and on leave in England. The actuals, 
however, indicate that the deduction was excessive, and the revised esti- 
mate has, therefore, been fixed at Rs. 7,10,000. This, together with an 
increased expenditure of about Rs. 20,000 under “ Sufiplies and services,” 
mainly account for the increase in the revised estimate for the current year. 
The increawse under ” Supplies and services,” is chiefly due to increase in 
boarding charges, owing to a rise in the price of food stuffs and to larger 
expenditure under “ Laboratory charges ” and ” Purchase of maps, books 
and periodicals.” The coming year’s estimate, besides providing for nor- 
mal charges, includes Rs. 4,800 for the creation of a post in the Imjrerial 
Educational Service for the Principalship of the Rajshahi ('ollege, Rs. 2,400 
for the appointment of a lecturer in English for the same College, and 
Rs. 18,800 for the purchase of scientific apparatus and chemicals for the 
f)hysical and chemical laboratories attached to Government Colleges. 
During the war scientific apparatus and chemicals could not be obtained 
and the result has been that it has not been possible to keep stock up to the 
normal level. The increased provision, therefore, is to make up that defi- 
ciency to a certain extent. 

Government Colleges — Professional.— small reduction in the 
revised estimate is mainly due to the transfer of the provision of Rs. 8,000 
for mining instruction in the coal-fields to the head ” Grants-in aid.” The 
estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 8,97,000 against the sanctioned 
estimate of Rs. 8,77,000 and the revised estimate of Rs 3,69,000 for the 
current year. The increase in tlie next year’s estimate, as compared with the 
sanctioned estimate for the current year, is mainly due to a provision of 
Rs. 18,640 for the improvement of pay and prospects of the European 
foreman-instructor and laboratory assistants. Civil Engineering College, 
Rs. 8,900 for the appointment of a personal assistant on Rs. 250 — 10 — 850, 
with a house allowance of Rs. 75 per mensem for the Principal, Civil Engi- 
neering College, and Rs. 7,685 for the purchase of electric apparatus for 
the same College. Owing to the reduced boarding freeships, an increased pro- 
vision of Rs, 9,840 has also been made under ” Boarding stipends.” 

Government Schools — General. — The increase in the revised estimate- 
for the current year, as compared with the sanctioned estimate for 1919-20, 
is mainly due to an increase in expenditure under the head. ” Secondary 
schools-^English.” Tn consideration of recent actuals, the estimate for 
1919-20 under this sub-head was fixed at Rs. 9,75,000, after deducting^ 
Rs. 3.90,759 as probable savings. The first ten montlis actuals of the 
current year, however, indicate that the savings will be less than were 
originally anticipated, and the revised for this year has been fixed at 
Rs" 12,13,000, the increase occurring mostly under “ Supplies and Services— 
Boardirig charges.” 
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of in 1918-19 and the revised estimate 

been fixed at’ Rs nnn^^’ budget estimate for the ensuing vear Inis 

isrminlvdnltifi inerease in the estimate for 1920-21 

provision from Imperial grants for tlie development of 
^condarj and primary education, and to the provision of Ks. 0 lakhs for the 

S*moderShon P7“f{’.®<^«c»*'‘on in Calcutta by opening a limited numlier 
of model schools, by taking over new schools every vear, bv improving a 
wrtain proportion every year of existing scluxils whiJh are capable of improve- 
ment, and by the provision of a training college for teachers. I'he additional 
expenditure involved in the improvement of primarv eiiucation in ('alcutta, 
will be shared by the Government and the Calcutta Corporation, Another 
important improvement allowed for in next year’s estimate, is the provision of 
Ks. 1,08.100 for the .imparting of manual instruction in schools and for the 
opening oi manual training classes. Besules provision for the above 
mentioned schemes, the coming year's estimate also includes Rs. la, 750 
for the appointment of a European headmaster for the Hastings House 
bchool and for recurring charges for teaching .science. Rs 10.000 for the 
^tablisliinent of a central P uvddmishiu lliiniu school at ('ahiittii, and 
Rs. 4,200 for the appointment of two mistresses for iiNichiiijr in 

Dr. Khastagir’s High School for tiirls, (’hittagong. ^ 


Goi'ernment School s—S pedal, —The large decrease in the rev ised e.slim 
ate. as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the current yeai*, is 
partly due to the non-utilizatioii of the luinj) provision of Ks. 1, 7:^071 under 
the head, Guru Training Schools, for cniditiona) pnndits and maulvis, and 
to savings under btipeiids to pujnls, owing to the sanction of the 
Secretary of State to the scheme for the training of (jurus not having been 
received in time for the provision to be utilised in full In the estinia"te for 
1920-21 the provision for additional pandits and inanhis under ‘‘ (luru 
training Schools ’’ has been repeated, and Ks ],()(), OOP has l)(‘en ])rovided 
against Rs 1,24,000 in the (airrent year’s budget in pursuaiu*e of the scheme 
for the construction of buildings for (/?/r?/-training schools In the cxfiecta- 
tion that the sanction of the Secretarv of State will be leceivf^l during the 
course of this year, and that it will be fiossible to introduce the scheme for 
the training of gurus next year, only Ks. l.()9.;^71 lias been deducted as 
probable savings, against Rs. 2,45,111 deducteii fi’om the gross estimate 
under “ 6r?/n/-training Schools ” this year. The noiicealile additions, 
however, in the next year’s budget, are the provisions i f IN 0 lakhs for 
the acquisition of a site foi* tlie establishment for a Technical Institute in 
Calcutta, Rs. 81,000 for Muhammadan education in madrassas, and 
Rs. 31,000 for the completion of the Technical School hostel at Kanchrajiain . 
The coming year's estimate also includes Rs. 4,445 for the inijirovement of 
the pay and prospects of the five weaving teachers in charge of outlying 
centres a,nd the two lecturers attached to the Covernment Weaving Institute 
Serampore, Rs. 4,800 for the establishment of weaving scliools at Noakhali 
and Zorawarganj, Rs. 6,120 for additional staff for tin* (Government (’ommer- 
cial Institute, and Rs. 6,360 for the improvement of the pay and jirospects 
of European instructors at the Dacca School of Engineeruig and for the 
reorganization of that school. 

Grants-in-aid . — In consideration of recent actuals, the current years 
estimate was fixed at Rs. 24,73.000 after deducting lis. 2,57,906 as prob 
able savings. In the expectation that most of tlie schemes will mature by 
next year, and that the Imperial grants, which have been repeated in the ensu^ 
ing year's budget, will also be utilized, a sum of Ks. 42. (>26 only hns been 
deducted as probable savings from the next year’s gross estimate, and the 
net estimate has been fixed at Rs. 26,95,000. This, together with the omis- 
sion from the next year's estimate of the provision of Rs. 1 lakh for the 
Calcutta Girls’ School, mainly account for the increase of about Rs. two and 
a half lakhs over the revised estimate for this year. The only noticeable 
features in the next year's estimate are a provision of Rs. 1 lakh for the 
improvement of primary education in the mufassal, Rs. 19,^80 for the^ 
ment of a grant to the Indian Society of Oriental Art, Calcutta, Rs. 3,240 
for additional training stipends for girls in Western Bengal, to meet to some 


142 . 
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ages 145 and extent the present dearth of trained female teachers, Rs. 40,000 for rai 
the rate of boarding grants under articles 46 and 47 of the European Sc 
Code, and Rs. 2,000 for giving facilities for the education of the childre 
the teachers employed in European schools. 

Scholarships , — The sanctioned estimate for 1919-20 is Rs. 2,76,000, 
on the basis of recent actuals, the revised estimate for the current year 
been fixed at Rs. 2,82,000. The estimate of Rs. 2,80,000 for 1920-21 clc 
follows the revised estimate for this year. 

igee 147 and Miscellaneous , — Under this minor head provision is made for the 

148 . raent of grants for the encouragement of literature, examination cha 

and other miscellaneous charges. The large reduction in the revised estir 
for the current year, as compared with the sanctioned estimate, is ma 
under the last named head, and is chiefly due to the non-utilization in fu 
the provision for Calcutta messes and hostels out of the Imperial gra 
Besides providing for the normal requirements of the department, 
coming year’s estimate includes Rs. 9,792 for the appointment of 16 additr 
peripatetic needle-work teachers, Rs. 6,000 for the appointment of a S( 
master, and Rs. 18,500 for the development of evening classes in mil 
centres. 

hnperial grants , — The distribution of the various recurring and i 
recurring grants made by the Government of India to this Presidency for 
development of education under the several minor heads in this and i 
year’s budget is shown below: — 




1919-20. 

1 920-2 1 



Rs. 

Rs. 

University 

... 

... 3, Go, 000 

6,10,000 

Inspection ... 

... 

... 4rG,H40 

47,159 

Government colleges General 

... 

6,960 

6,060 

Ditto Professional 

... 

4,020 

4,020 

Government Schools — General 

... 

... I4,r)r),03<s 

23,7 2, 

Ditto Special 

... 

... 5,00,1.50 

13,31,582 

Grants-in-ai(l 


... 16,52,73.3 

9,32,787 

Scholarshi}>s 

... 

27,132 

27,132 

Miscellaneous 

... 

... 2,76,664 

2,31,188 

Luin[) sum unallotted 


23 1.5.S 

5,830 


Total 

... 44,17,704 



XXA and 24A— Medical. 


Revenue. 




Actuals. 


Budget 

Ue vised 

Bud, 

— 

— - ■ 1 


- - 

estiimUe, 

estimate. 

cbtim 


1916-17. 

1917-18. ; 

1918-19. 

1919-20. 

1919-20. 

1920- 


iCa. 

Pvs. i 

1 

Us. 

Us. 

Us. 

U 

Medical Scliool ai»d College feea 

1,14,758 1 

1,29,266 

1,:32,778 

1,40.000 

1,67,000 

1,75 

Hoapitul rt’ceipts (receipts from 

1,56,030 , 

1,54,012 , 

1,73,186 

1,63,1100 

1,65,000 

1,75 

♦ paying-patients). 

Lunatic Asylum receipts 

24,008 , 

26,191 ^ 

12,167 

9,000 i 

10,000 

11 

Contributions (from munici- 

64,C30 

65,259 

64,606 

64.000 

64,OUO 

79 

palities and private persona). 
Medicines sold by Civil Surgeons 

15 : 

1,650 




... j 

Miscellaneous ... 

14,777 

26,106 ' 

31,425 

20,000 

aLooo 

35 

Total ... j 

1 

3,7:3,618 

4,00,834 

4,15,812 

3,96,000 

4,40,000 

4,75 
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The budget estimate for 1^)19-20 was placed at Rs. 3,96,000, but the i 
•evised estimate for the current year has l>een fixed at Rs. 4, 40, (KM). The 
arge increase in the revised estimate as compared with the sanctioned esti* 
nate for this year, is mainly under the minor head Medical Scliool and 
College fees/’ and is due partly to the additional accommodation for 100 
students in the Dacca and Campbell Medical Schools and partly to the 
'aising of school fees for all new admissions from Rs. 4 to Rs. 0 f)er mensem. 

Allowing for a further additional accommodation for 100 students next 
^ear, and anticipating a receipt of Rs, 20.000 from tlie Dacca Mitford 
Hospital, the budget estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 4,7r),(H)0. 


Expandituro. 




Actii.-vks. 


estimate, ( 

Uevitk'd 
esl imale, 

Uudg*‘t 

estiintile, 


1910-17. 

1917-18. , 

191H-19 

1919-20. 

1919-20 

1920-21. 


lU 

lU. 1 

Us 

1 

Us. 

Us 

Us. 

Medical efitabliahiiuMit 

4,5:bl41 

4,59,810 , 

4.89.957 j 

0,72,000 

.5,81,000 

0,10.00tA 

lloapitalB and diapeiiharioM 

10,H4,7KO 

15,41,284 1 

1.5, .5.7. 11 9 1 

12.39,000 

15,03,000 

19,30,00fV 

Urants for medical purposes 

1.U9,2k;1 

90.4(10 

99,700 

1,00,000 * 

1. 00.000 

1,10.000 

Medical Scliools and Colleges 

4.:i7,107 

4,55,371 

5,09,191 

5,lK,0ii0 , 

6,70,000 

5,98, oOO' 

Lunatic Asylmn 

1,90.528 

1,95,443 

1,89,479 

1,82,000 

2,30,000 

1 ,99,000* 

Jhemical Examiner 

! 38,010 

40,095 

39,22.5 

42,OOi) 

40,o00 

58.000> 

Kefunds 

! 17,481 

15.050 ; 

, 10,357 

10,000 

In.OOO 

16,000 

Lump provision f<ji the revision of 
pay of Sui) Assistant Snr^'c*onK 

! 




1 

50.000 

Improvement of the pa\ of l*ro\ m* 
cial Service otlieers according to 
Public Services Coininission 

j 





1 33,000 

Total 

1 23,.3G,330 

28,04,071 

j 29.01,028 

1 

27,09 000 1 

i 

31.00,000 

j 37,10,000 


Expenditure. 

Medical Estahlishme7it . — Under this minor head are sliown the salaries 
of the Surgeon-General, Civil Surgeons and their establishments, together 
with contingent charges. It also records the pay ol the .\ssi.staiit and Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons paid by Government and of the reserve medieval officers 
and subordinates. The large decrease in the revised estimate for this year 
IS chieflv due to the transfer of a part of the lump ])rovision of Rs. 1,50,000 
for the increase of pay of Indian Medical Service officers to other minor 
heads, to which the })ay of officers is deliitable 1 he estimate for 1920-21^ 
generallv follows the sanctioned estimate for the current year but a sum (d 
Rs. 33,520 only has been deducted as probable savings from the gross^ esti- 
mate under “ Salaries — District Medical Establisliinent, against Rs. 00,020 
deducted from the gross estimate for the current year. Ihis is due to the 
fact that, hostilities having now ceased, it is expected that the medi(‘al olfffiers 
who were on military dutv will now revei't to their civil duties and, there- 
fore, next year there will be the normal savings on account of ^ officers on 
leave. The increased rates of pay recently sanctioned b\ the Secretary oi 
State for the Indian Medical Service officers in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Public Services Commission, have also been provided loi 
under the various minor heads to which thev are debi table, instead ot in 

lump, as in the current year’s budget. ^ i i i 

Hospitals and Dispensaries . — The accounts of all the I residencv hospi- 
tals and of the grants to hospitals and dispensaries together with the (gov- 
ernment share of expenditure in miifassal hospitals and dispensaries, ar# 
recorded under this head. The expenditure of the Albert ic o sy urn 
for lepers is also shown here. The large increase in the reviser es irna e, 
as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the curren vear , is 
due to the increased rates of pay sanctioned for the Indian Medical Service 


I'a^rH 

1,V4 
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officers and to the payment of war allowance to menials. Greater expen- 
diture under “ Contingencies in the Medical College Hospital, General 
Hospital and Campbell Hospital, and under “ Supplies and Services '' in the 
Campbell Hospital, also contributes largely towards the increase. The 
increase in expenditure under “ Contingencies '' and Supplies and 
Services/' is mainly due, in the case of the former head, to the abnormal rise 
in the prices of all articles of stationery, and under the latter, partly to the 
rise in the prices of all articles of food-stuffs and medical stores and partly 
to an increase in the number of patients, due to the growing popularity of the 
hospitals. 

Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 12,39,000 and the revised esti- 
mate of Rs 15,63,000 for the current year, the budget estimate for 1920-21 
has been fixed at Rs. 19,30,000. The very large increase in the coming year's 
estimate is chiefly due to f)rovision for the payment of a grant of Rs. 4,00,000 
to the Relgachia Medical Institute to enable the authorities to effect certain 
improvements to comply with the requirements of the Calcutta University, 
Rs. 15,000 for payment of a grant to the Madaripur Dispensary Com- 
mittee for the construction of a hospital, and to smaller deduction as pro- 
bable saving under “ Salaries," owing to the expected reversion of medical 
officers to civil duty. The next year’s estimate, besides providing Rs. 70,000 
to meet the expenses of the Dacca Mitford Hospital for the whole year, 
includes Rs. 3,000 for the improvement of the Voluntary Venereal Hospital, 
Rs. 3;960 for the establishment of an external maternity organization in 
connection with the Eden Hospital, Calcutta. Rs. 3,600 for the appointment 
of an assistant radiographer for the Medical College Hospital, Rs. 3,900 
for the appointment of a caretaker of instruments on Rs. 250—10 — 300, 
with a house rent allowance of Rs. 75 per mensem, for the same hospital, 
lis. 13,838 for the establishment of a special department at the Campbell 
Hospital for the treatment of diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, both 
in the indoor and outdoor wards, and several other schemes involving 
smaller expenditure, the details of which are shown in the schedule appended 
to this note. 

Medical Schools and Colleges . — The increase of Rs. 52,000 in the revised 
estimate for tlie current year, as compared with the sanctioned estimate of 
Rs. 5,18,000 for 1919-20, is partly due to increased expenditure under 
“ Salaries " and partly to larger outlay under Allowances," ‘‘ Supplies 
and Services " and " Contingencies," owing to the rise in the price of all 
articles of European manufacture. The estimate of Rs. 5,98,000 for 1920-21, 
besides providing for the normal growth of expenditure, allows larger pro- 
vision for medical and European stores to make up the deficiency in stores 
in the Campbell Medical Scliool, and Rs. 3,500 for a stone-topped dissect- 
ing table for the Dacca Medical School. 

Lunatic Asylum . — Owing to the rise in the price of food-stufiFs and 
and clothing, there has been a large increase in expenditure under the head 
“ Diet and clothing," which mainly accounts for the increase in the revised 
estimate, as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the current year. 
The estimate for tne coming year provides for the normal requirements of the 
Asvlum, and assumes that with a good harvest there will be a fall in the price 
of food-stuffs. 

In the estimate for 1920-21 a sum of Rs. 1,33,000 has also been provided 
in lump for the improvement of pay of the Provincial Service officers, in 
accordnr.ee with the recommendations of the Medical Services Committee, 
and Rs. 50,000 for the revision of the pay of Sub- Assistant Surgeons. 

XXB and 24B-Sanitation. 


Revenue. 
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The 

Revenue. 

Under this head are recorded the sale-proceed.^ of lyinj>h. fees for water i8 
nalysis, fees from candidates for traininjj: as sanitary li.speclors, and inis- 
ellaneous receipts. An anonymous donor lias paid a sum of Rs 50.000 to 
lis Excellency the Governor for expenditure on sanitary unprovenuuits and 
he Indian Research Fund Association have paid Rs. ‘2.040 for testing vital 
tatistics. These have been credited under this major head, which mainly 
ccounts for the increase in the revised estimate. As no contribution is 
xpected next year, allowing for a small growth of revenue from sanitary 
,nd other fees, the estimate for the coming year has In'cn fixed at Rs 18,000 


Expondlture. 
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Total ... 3.9;i,45tt 7. 71, “'JO IH, diki | 131)0, <A)0 13,1)7,01)0 


Expenditure. 

Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs 18,r)r»,000 tor li)10 20, the ^ “ 
revised estimate for the current year has been fixed at Its 15,00,000 Ihe 
large saving in the revised estimate, as compaied with the sanctioned (*stimat(‘ 
for this year, is partly due to the nomutilization in lull oi tlie lump gi.int 
for sanitation, and })artly due to the transfer of a sum ol Us 1,04,000 to the 
Irrigation Department for exjieiiditure on tlie Saraswali BaiJigaclii am 
Monikhali anti-malarial w^orks and Rs 10,000 tor anti i lalai 'al 

Besides providing for the normal charges on account oi tlie stall ot tie* 
Vaccine Department and the Sanitary ami J)e])Uty Sanitary ( ommissioiiers 
and their staff and contingencies, tlie luidga'l ‘‘“""p,'’ ‘l"'. ’ 7,. 
in pursuance of the scheme already undertaken Kn Ink i oi an einjUi j, i 
hookworm disease, Its. ] 2 , oOO for investigating ir.ei pellulion. Rs ;,( (.( ) 
for the establishment of a k'ublieity Ihireau to educate Uie geneial .nhln ii 
regard to public liealth and lis. lor tlie cieation o a scp.iia ( su m 

dinate sanitary service for Bengal. m i ti., i< e 

Grants for sanitary fur poses. this lica.l a.e debited >' k'’;""; 

to local bodies for minor sanitary works and for waU>r 

sohemes which are sanctioned out of the hiini) priivision o ' ' , ; . , 

accounts for the debit of Rs. 9,47,000 against th.s head ,n t ^ e 

which includes the following important r I'pj,!] 

Rs. 3,00.000 for the Dacca Sewerage scheme. Rs. .2a, 000 f' ^ ^ ^ 

water-suDDlv scheme Rs 1,00.000 for the Ainta drainage sc heine, Rs .W.O'Ml 

water supply scneine, , . ^ 20.000 to the dovnagar M'uu- 

for the Mymensingh water-supply scneme, ii ,ir.,in'iffe scheme 

cipalitv to enable them to bear their share o le . ' ocution "of the Arn) 

Hi. 11,000 to the .Testote District Bo.-,r, I towards J'' " iheM 
Bhil drainage project, Rs. 21.000 for the Neakh.al, water-.^iippl; scliemc, ana 

Rs. 15,000 for the Malda drainage scheme. ^ 


fR 1 
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Expenses in connection with bubonic 'plague, 'malaria and epidemics , — 
The only noticeable items under this minor head are the provision of 
Rs. 20,000 for anti-stegomyia measures for the prevention of yellow fever, and 
Rs. 30.000 for child welfare work. A scheme for the establishment for four 
laboratories for the analysis of water and food in the ditt'erent parts of the 
Presidency has already been approved, and Rs. 5,000 h?'s been provided in 
next year\s budget for the establivshment of one such laboratory at Dacca. 

Lump) provision for sanitation. — Necessary provision lias also been made 
in the budget for 1920-21 on account of sanitary improvenjents and develop- 
ments. The details of the schemes to be undertaken next year will be found 
in the s(‘he(lule which forms an annexure to this note. 


25— Political.* 


Expenditure. 
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Expendituke. 

In tlie sanctioned estimate of Rs. 2,70,000 for 1 01 0-20 a provision of 
Rs. 2,25,000 was included for the j)ayment of persoTial and family allowances 
of dHenvs under the Defence of India Act, Since the passing of the estim- 
ates, it has been decided to debit such charges under the head “ 32 — 
Miscellaneous,” and the revised estimate has theretore been fixed at 
Rs. 43,000, excluding all expenses on a.ccount of dclenv,^’. 

The estimate for 1920-21, besides allowing for larger provision for the 
pursuance of the scdieme for the reporting of Bengali and t^rdu speeches of 
importance in Calcutta, and in the mufassal, generally follows the current 
year’s sanctioned estimate. 


XXIA and 26A— Agriculture. 


Revenue. 
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Revenue. 

The veterinary receipts consist mainly of the fees and fines realised in the 
veterinary school and the fees levied for the treatment of horses and cattle 
at the veterinary hospitals, together with miscellaneous receipts. 
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The agricultural receipts are made up mainly of the sale* proceeds of farm 
reduce at district farms and of receipts from sericultural nurseries. 

Against the budget and revised estimate of lis. 1,85,000 for the current 
sar, the ensuing year s estimate has Ix^en fixed at Rs. !2.55,000 The increase 
^pected is partly from the sericultural nurseries, for which a larger outlay 
as been provided on the exjienditure side, and partly troin district farms, 
wing to the opening of three new farms at Tipjiera. Mymensingh and Bogra. 


Expenditure. 
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Expenditure. 

Veterinary charges. — The large inerease in the I'eviscil estimate, as i 
ompared with the sanctioned estimate lor the emient \ear, is mainly nmler 
he head, “ Purchase and keep of cattle," iiml is due to tlie rise in tlie price 
if fodder. The estimate for IMl-'il provides for the normal reijiiiremeiits 
if the department and follows the revised estimate lor tlie current year 
Agricultiire.—Vhc activities of the Agriculture 1 ieimitiiient have e\pan- 
led greatly lately, and the department at present comprisese the following iiriiu 
■ipal ofl'cers;— '(«) a Director of Agriculture, {h) three Deputy Directors of 
Agriculture, (c) a Fibre exjierl, (d) an Agricultural chemist, (r) an Kconoiiiic 
dolanist (/) a Superintendent and two t'lirators for the Botanical Dardens 
UA six Superintendents of Agriculture, (//) live Farm Superintendents am 
ax' Assistant Farm Superintendents. (/) a Superintendeiil ot Sericulture and 
i j) 26 District Agricultural otlicers. 

The small decrease in the revised estimate, as compared witli the sanc- 
:.ioned estimate for the current >ear. is uiainlv diu' to the trau.ster ol a .sum 
if Rs 97 000 from the lump provision ol one lakh tor iigricultural edm ation 
:o the head “ 45— Civil Works- Public Works Department, tor the con 
itruction of buildings in connection with the establishment of agricultural 
vernacular schools at the Chmsura ami Dacca tariiis 

would have been larger, but for increased '‘M>‘;'"li'urc urn h-r b 

allowame and contingencies ’’ and smaller excesses uiu < i ^ 

and sub-heads and larger outlay under ” \ .niditiuiial 

=>ion of cultivation. The Goveriuneiit ol Imlia ^ ' ‘n 

grant of Rs. 75,000 from Imperial revenues for the dcM 1 ipmei t it . g 
tural education, and though this amount docs 1 "^ ‘Ojiear " 

mate .among the satictioned allotments peen* placed at 

expenditure. The budget estimate foi ,.7 1 1 .ys pop for the current 

Rs” 14.01,900 against n . fgri™!' 

s latsTpul ‘o'r£'iTo,?« I -'Cfnri'Kr;;:: 

estimate tor the opening of four p" ■*<>" '™'' year's estiiuale also 

Chittagong Hill Tracts and Jalpaigurn 

includes Rs. 59,000 for the revision of the pa> of Commission 

^n accordance with the recommendations nffirerS Rs 62 78B for the 

ind for the appointment of additional superior officer.-?. Ks ^ 
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of a new sericultural nursery at Bholahat, Rs. 11,661 for the appointment 
of an additional Economic Botanist for taking up the question of improving 
the rice crop in Western Bengal and Rs. 2,500 for the appointment of an 
Assistant Curator for the Botanic Garden, besides larger provision under 
temporary establishment for the appointment of additional demonstrators, 
increased provision under travelling allowance on the basis of the revised 
estimate for the current year, and larger provision under ‘‘ Sericulture 
for further extension of cultivation. 

Co-operative Credit . — The small saving in the revised estimate, as com- 
pared with the sanctioned estimate for the current year, is chiefly due to 
smaller ex];)enditure under “ Salaries and establishment.” The budget esti- 
mate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 4,38,000 against the sanctioned 
estimate of Rs. 3,46,000 for this year. 'Phe coming year’s estimate includes 
Rs. 20,640 for one Deputy Registrar and his establishment, Rs. 18,576 for 
the apf)oi%tment of 12 additional auditors and their peons, the entire cost 
of whieli will be recouped by the levy of audit fees on the societies, Rs. 15,000 
for the appointment of additional inspectors and their ])eons and Rs. 3,600 
for the {)ayment of grants to such co-operative societies as are established 
among poorer urban classes, in order to enable them to entertain a clerical 
staff for tlie maintenance of their accounts, besides a larger provision under 
“ Travelling allowance ” on the basis of recent actuals. A provision of 
Rs. 25.000 has also been made for the development of industrial societies, 
and Rs. 9,000 for a new boiler for the launch belonging to the Department. 


XXIB and 26 B-— Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments. 

Revenue. 
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Revenue. 

1 1 9 Owing to the cessation of hostilities the budget estimate for 1919-20 
was fixed at Rs. 10,82,000 on the assumption that there will be a fall in the 
demand for quinine from the Military Department. The large increase in 
the revised estimate, as compared with the sanctioned estimate for the 
current year, is chiefly due to the large quantity of quinine supplied to the 
Lahore Medical Store for the Frontier Campaign, which was not foreswn 
when the budget w^as framed, and to the realisation of fees for registering 
a number of new companies started on the revival of trade. 
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Expenditukk 

The original estimate for 1919 20 wjis fixed at Hs 10.(>8.000, hut it has i>nR<K 
been reduced to Ks. 9,l‘T(f00 in the I'evised (‘stiiiiate Ihr tieerease is mainly 
due to savings under the head, " l)e\eIopnient of industries, owing to some 
of tlie schemes of the new’ l.)ei)artineiit of ln<lustries ii<n having matured in 
time for the full provision to tie utilized 

The estimate for 1920-21, wdiudi has been phu'ed at Ks 10, /9. 000, )K*sii!es 
allowing for the normal firovision for tlie (hnchona Klanlations and 
Rs. 1,43,000 for the office of the Director of Industries, includes Rs. 1 ,72.0b0 
for the development of industries, Rs Ho, 000 for the working oi the ( alcutta 
search Tannery, Rs. 18,000 for the payment of a gi*ant to tlu‘ Bengal Dome 
Industries Association, and Rs. 40,000 towards the construction of a iioating 
emigration hospital at Goalundo. A sum ol Rs lO.OOf) has been piovided 
for the establishment of a carp culture station near ( ahmtta, with a vuwv to 
arrange for the supply of pure fry of the commoner fresh water ca if is 
and to carry on experiments and investigate tiie various 
lying the breeding, development and growth of these ri sues, am s 
for the appointment of two district fishery officers at I’ahna and l andpur 
with a view to obtain first-hand information rcf^aroiiiK the condition of 
fishermen and fisheries. With the development ''t '' 'yv’y;'! 

an increase in the number of factories, and a sum of Tfs. f, * y j’, ,, 

for the appointment of two additional insjiectors in or< er o s n „ 

Factorv Department to cope with the ncrense 

the recommendations of the Public Services (’ominmsioii Ps. 20,000 fi<>s inen 
provided for the revision of salaries of superior o , ,• n- 

As it has been decided to reduce cons, .lerahly the tmigtl d he c fin e 
of the Director of Civil Supplies, which was e^tahlis e 1 as a uar measure, 
only Es. 10,000 has been provided in next >''‘'r/’ H from' Provln- 

It may be noted that, in full from the 

cial revenues m the first instance, it is uiiimai-c y 

Government of India. 
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Revenue. 
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1 

04,000 

1 

60,000 


Revenue. 

The receipts under this head consist chiefly of contributions for })ensions 
and gratuities on account of officers of Government lent to foreign service 
for employment under the Court of Wards, municipalities and other local 
bodies and Native States. Deductions for pilot service pension funds are also 
shown under this head. The variations in the estimates, which are based on 
the progress of actuals, are small and call for no remarks. 


Expenditure. 




AcrcALs. 


1 

Budget 

Revised 

eStnmde, 

Budgt't 

esliinate, 





eHtiinate ; 


1910-17. 

1917-18. j 

1918-19. 

1919-20. 

1919-20. 

1920-21. 

1 



3 

4 

5 

0 

7 


Rs. 

Rs. ' 

Ils 

Ils. 

Rs. 

1^ 

SujuM aimuatiun and retinal 

iilldw aiicfs. 

('ovrnant(‘d ( 'ivil Srr\ icf pensions 
Coinpas: ioniite allow aneeB 
(Iraluitie*. 

Rel’iinds 

Cuininiited value of pensions ... 

31,42 531 
35,0(10 
3,043 
' 2n,H92 

, 3 

99,029 

32.50,232 
30 "00 
3,702 

' 24.775 ' 

1 70 ' 

1 07,193 

33,19,171 ' 
38.957 ! 
4.929 ; 
10.0/1 
112 
1,10,224 

33. .55, 00" ; 

4. 5.000 1 
4.000 ' 

18.000 1 

! 1,25,000 

35,50,000 , 

48.000 
12, Old) 1 

41.000 

l,oi;0 

1 25.000 

38,00,000 

d5,ooo 

10,0no 

17,000 

i l,5l',ooo 

Tolid 

, 33,01,098 

^ .33,75.972 j 

34,90.004 

3.5,47,000 

, 37,77,000 

40,22,000 


Expendituke. 

d'his head comprises charges for pensions, gratuities and compassion- 
ate allowances and for the commuted value of pensions to Government 
servants. In consideration of the actuals of the first nine months of the 
current year and of the increased expenditure that will be necessary owing 
to the improvement of the existing rules relating to superannuation and 
the retiring pensions of gazetted officers in certain of the civil services, recently 
sanctioned by His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India in accordance with 
the recommendations of the Royal Commission on the Public Services in India, 
the revised estimate for 1919-20 has been fixed at Rs. 37.77 ,000. 

Allowing a larger provision for commutation of pensions to satisfy the 
o-rowing desire of Government pensioners to commute part of their pensions 
tor lump cash payments, and taking into account the rapid growth of the 
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pensionary charges which is evident in recent actuals, and which is the result 
of new or increased establishments and higher salaries sanctioned some 
years ago, the budget estimate for 1920-21 has Ix'en tixe l at Rs. 40,22,000. 


XXIIi and 30.<~Stationery and Printing. 

Revenue. 


Cage 19 


— 

uiir,-i7. 1 

Am A Is. 

19l7-lh. i 

191 H- 19. 

Uutlp't 

1919-29 1 

i 

KoVtHl'tl 

ostimato, 

1919-29. 

oHtiiiiatf, 

1929-21. 


IN. . 

MN 

IN. 

liH. ! 

Kk. 

IN. 

stationery rcccifits ... 

2.9:u ' 

‘2,fj3n 


3.900 ! 

2,009 

3,999 

Sale of i^nziitteH ainl <illier ptiltli- 

97,730 ; 

79,hHO 

l,lK,(lTK 

85,0(19 1 

1,44.999 

1,45,909 

catiOiiR. 

Other presp rueeiptn 

49,13ft 

ft 1 ,HH ( 

;>3,rhM 

i 

01,990 , 

54,990 

57,999 

Total 

1.49,7.19 

1,4(1.(197 

' l,72.K(i3 

1.49,(1(10 1 

2,99,999 

2 05,901) 


Revenue. 

Following the revised estimate of IN l.FJ.dtUt fur F.ilH-lh, ami allovyiiig e,,,., 
for a small expansion, the estimate for HUtt gO was tixed at Us. I,4.t,0(i0 
In view of the nine months’ aetuals of the current year, hmyever, the 
revised estimate has been fixed at Us The increa.se m the revrsed 

estimate, as compared with the sanctioned estimate tor the ciinent is 

chiefly due to a larger sale of the various imlihcations ot the ( iistoms Deiiait- 



budget estimate for 11)20.21 hn.s been fixed at Us 2,0a,000 


Expenditure. 


■ -■ -» Cug)' 1 ^9 


J 

19K)-17. 


IN. 

Stationery purchnned in tl't* 
country. 

27,794 j 

■V 

Government presHCfi 

5,80 498 i 

1 

Printing at private presses 

2,251 ! 

Stationery supplied from central 
stores. 

6,80,401 

Refunds 

j 641 

Total 

1 - , 

12,91,585 j 


t' 1 1 Al - 




Ihidget 



U.hlUUiitf. 

fHtiinatf, 

chI lliililr. 

917-18 

1918-19 

1919-20. 

1919-20. , 

1920 21 

1 

IN 

IN 

IN. 

IN 

21.815 ! 

2"^033 

25,900 

35.0(K) 

1 35,f'00 

5,12 995 

5.84,657 

5,40,000 

6,42,000 

7,14,000 

1 

1,419 I 

1.431 

2, oof) 

1 2,000 

2. '<00 

8,36.762 ' 

7,59,371 

9,25,(K)0 

9,50,000 

j 

; 8,50.000 

1 

740 

1,176 

1,000 

' 1.0f)0 

' 1 .000 

13,73,722 

13.73,668 

14.93,000 

16,30.001 

16,02.000 


Expenditure. 


with the sanctioned 


The increase in the revised estimate, as j,ead “Government 

estimate for the current year, is 
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presses.” The excess expenditure is mainly due to larger payments of 
overtime allowances in the Bengal SSecretariat Press, owing to an increase in 
the printing work. 

Against the provision of lis. 38,000 in the current year’s budget for the 
purchase of two linotypes and a book sewing-machine for the Secretariat 
I’res.s, the estimate for 1920-21 includes lis. 95,000 for the purchase of more 
linos and printing machines in ordej to cope with the anticipated increase 
111 work. The only other noticeable provision is a sum of Rs. 5,508 for the 
revision of the Press and Forms Dejiartrnent establishment. 


XXV and 32— Miscellaneous. 


ReverrYiB. 



i 

Ac'1UA1..S 


! Budget 
Estimate, 

Kev ised 
Estimate, 

1 Budget 
' Estimate, 


191G-17. 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 

1919-20. 

1 

1919-20. 

1 1920-21. 

1 

2 

3 

1 4 

5 

6 

7 


K. 

Ks. 

Ka. 


Kh 

Us. 

Kecovory account of famine 

exjieiiditure 

74,r,25 

2,220 

; 6,358 


4,00l) 

2,000 

Uiicluiniod depodits 

5,47,427 

4,50,352 

4,41,934 

5,10,000 

4,50,000 

' 

5,00,000 

Treasure-trove 

... 

97 

, 126 


... 


8alu-jir()c('edfl of Durluir presonts 

3,005 

1,095 

960 

2,000 

i,o<;o 

1,000 

Sale of old htoroR and mateinds 

1,4411 

8,235 

3,322 

2,000 

4, ()()() 

4,000 

Sale of lands and houses, etc. ... 

2,71 ‘J ■ 

62 

1 380 

1.000 

2,000 

2,000 

Tees foi Government audilH 

i 

18,U)4 

G2,6U4 

66,000 

74,o00 

77.000 

Kents 

13,999 

10,251 

11,15(1 

14,000 

14,000 

14,000 

Miscellaneous fees, tines and 
foifeituies 

7,292 

1 

6,751* 

22,409 

9,00U 

8,000 

7,000 

Coutnhiuions 

1 



... 

20.000 

30,000 


1 

I'ixtiuordinary items ... . 

4,455 

... 

3,075 i 

i 



Miscellaneous ... ... ! 

79,5H8 

68,396 

1 

54,909 ! 

75,000 

63,000 

63,000 

Total ... i 

7,51,242 

5, *15, 563 

6,07,227 

i 

G,9‘,0r0 

6,50,000 

6.7().'M.0 


Revenue. 

Against the sanctioned estimate of Rs. 0,99,000 for 1919-20, the revised 
estimate for this year has been fi.xed at Rs. 0,50,000. In view of the actuals of 
the first nine months of the current year, the original estimates of Rs. 5,10,000 
and Rs. 75,000 under the heads” Unclaimed deposits ’’and “ Miscellaneous ” 
have been fixed at Rs. 4,50,000 and Rs. 03,000 in the revised estimates, while 
on the latest actuals the revi.sed estimate under ” Fees for Government audits ’ ’ 
has been raised from Rs. 06,000 to Rs. 74,000. The increase of Rs. 10,000 
under the head ” Contributions ” is mainly due to the part payment of the 
advance taken by the Hooghly-Ch insura Municipality last year. The 
estimate for 1920-21 is Rs. 0,70,000, and includes Rs. 5,00,000 for 
” Unclaimed deposits ” and Rs. 63,000 under ” Miscella,neous,” which are 
very uncertain sources of revenue, and Rs. 77,000 for Fees for Government 
audits.” 
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AcTt’AIW. 

1 

1 

1 

BmU.'t 

lie vised 

Bmlget 





Kstiinate, 

KslinuOe, 

Est iiurtte. 


lOUMT. i 

1917*18 

ibiS'ip ; 

19 lb 20 

lb) 9 20. j 

1920-21 

1 

2 

;i 

4 

7 

0 ! 

V 


Us. 

Its. 

its. 

its. 

its. 

It^. 

Peace. U(!lel)rati )nn ... 





1,27.000 


War Boartl.s— Publicity Boaid ... ' 



b'l.r.bb 


00,000 


Charges for nearcli ol bidden , 







treuKiiro ... 

?A) 

, 

lub i 




MiHcelluneons cliaroe.s foi tin* 



1 




treatfuent of ifutierits at the 


; 





Pasteur histitutt* 

1 ,'.b;8 

2. .Mb 

7,482 

;5.ooo 

0 000 

b.oo" 

Kewards for protii lencv in Orien- 







tal lanuuufrea iiinl allow ancesi 


I 





to liank,oiai,;e Exaiiiination 







ConunitteCH ... ... , 

2 . /2.', ; 

14,(101 

l(i.b‘'2 

14.000 

14,000 

14,000 

Cost of books and juiblicntuuiH j 

rau 

2.12.7 

1 2lMl 

(UKi 



Otmatiotis for clniritablc ])uri)ose> i 

b4.4St> 

7'.,T17 

1.27 no 

7n,000 

iin ()0(» 

7:5.000 

Cliari’CH on account of Euiopcun ; 







vagrants ... ... ' 

7 Ss.o 

7, 2. 17 

r. ' 1 ) ^ 

0,1)00 

8,0(10 

8 000 

TicWiird.s for dc>trnction of wild 




, 



aiiinials ... ... ! 

I Lb-J'i 

li.Jii^ 

s 

10 000 ' 

10 OOu 

1 5, "00 

Petty establihbmenls ... ' 

22.772 

2i,br.b 

2L7k; 

22.0011 

2.5,000 

22,0!)0 

Special coianiiHsionH of cii(|iiii} * 




1 10, coo 

20,0 "0 

1 .7,000 

Irrecot crablc Icinpoiai v io.ins 







\N rittcn off ... ... 

i(',:)2i> 

L.71.7..'> 

;i..7 7.778 

1 lllOOO 

10 000 

10 "00 

UeritH, rat(‘H and tttxc' 

2>' 22b 

’ I..■dl2 

,52, '*7') 

1 :52.000 

a, 5.000 

;5.4,oOO 

Contributions 

"- 1:5 

4 , 1 ; 21. 

;5.; H{\u 

j H,0o0 

4,000 

ti.ooo 

lUisccllaneoiiN and uni oi csecn 







cbargefi 

,oU,24() 

1 Him;.') 

i2,4n' 

:>,2i (diM 

1 ,97.000 

7,:5 i,o"o 

M iHCcllaneoiis lefiinds 

ITlo' 

. H.H2.7 

9.724 

12.0(1" 

12.000 

1 2,000 

Annual stipends to iioldcrs of 







]llellll\\ title' 

l.'.'ni 

» 2,4(Mi 

1 bbK 

2 :ioo 

2,00(J 

2.000 

Snb.scMption.s to penodu al.s 


; 7b 4 

b.bbb 

1,000 

1 ."00 

1 000 

Lump provision tm ^rain i imi- 







petisationund otber ullowanecs 

1 






to be di.si 1 ibnlcd undei li.e 
varn>ns beads ... ... 




1.(10 000 


17 00,000 

f'oi 1 mindiiifi 




ICO 



Total 

2.47 .S 7 )i 

;i. 2 n; 7 b 

t.,bl,2n7 

1 blU.OiO 

.).8*^0O) 

.M 17,000 


Expendituhe 

The estimate for Ihli) -») was origiiiall\ li.\e<l at Us, "* i '« 

revised estimate tins lias been rediieeii to Hs. be ‘ 

which is more apparent than real, is eliieil\ due to ibe \ ' 

ajipropriate heads, of the expenditure sanclioned b\ llis Exn‘ 
allotment for petty grants, of expenditure on gram 

and to the re-approjiriation of the I’eserve ()ro\ ision (> ^s 

to meet expenditure under other heads. I he rediie ‘ ' r | 

larger, but for an expenditure of Ks. 1 ,-25.000 or the ^,-^1 ^ 

to the poor on the occaision of the IN'aee ( eleluations Incrpess 

also includes Ks. 1,51,000 for the maintenance o ^ ^.v^.j^nditnre on 

into India Ordinance and the Defence ot India . < o",. - T’olitical ” but 

these accounts formerly used to be debited 

it has been decided to record them under 0 ,^ allotment of petty 

Besides including the usual provision ol Ks 
grants by His Excellency, Ks. 4,00,000 ioi qqq (r(.,ieral 

.allowance, lis. 7.5,000 for gratuitous ’ i!;d„,le.s 

reserve for unforeseen re(]nirements the n j ,.„„tr;K t 

Rs. 25,000 for the maintenance ot ^ in 

contingent grant of officers in cases where, found 

and rise in the price of article.s of ^l^*R'r>ne \ , • jniprovement of the 

necessary, Rs. 11 . 00.000 to give elfecd to the sch™^ 

pay of menials and for the grant of war nsked 

clerks, for which the sanction of the (lOve p,j„enditure in connection with 
for. Rs. 1,50,000 to meet the necessary eKpencliture 
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)reparations for the introduction of the Reforms scheme, and Rs. 8,000 
or payment of a grant towards the maintenance of a Rescue Home 
or Indian girls. 

33— Famine Relief. 

Expenditure, 




Actdals. 


Budget 

egtimate, 

1919-20. 

UeviBcd 

Budget 

estimate, 

1920-21. 


1916-17. 

1917-18. 

1918-19. 

eHtiinate, 

1919-10. 

'amine relief 

Us. 

1,47,237 

Kh. 

... 

liB. 

8,678 

Us. 

50,000 

Ra. 

3,15,000 

Ks. 

25,000 


Owing to the outbreak of famine in the Bankiira district and the 
irahmanbaria subdivision of the Tippera district and to the damage caused 
a Eastern Bengal by the cyclone of Se{)tember last, regular operations for 
he relief of distress had to be undertaken, which accounts for the large 
x})enditure in the revised estimate for the current year. Besides the direct 
xpenditure shown under this head, large sums were also advanced to cul- 
ivators in the affected areas. 

XXIX and 42— Irrigation Major Works. 


Revenue. 



A<;tiiai-s. 

Budget 

Revised 

Budget 

' 




eetumite, 

estimate. 

•estimate. 


1916-17. 

191718. 

1918-19. 

1919-20. 

1919-20. 

1920-21. 


Tls. 

Us. 

Its. 

Rh. 

Us 

its. 

) charge of Public Works 





! 

1 

011i(‘e»*H — 







Direct receipts 

2,89,732 

2,78,301 

.3,04,875 

2,80,000 

3,00,000 

3,00,000 

IVoviiicial share (oiie-lialf) 

1,44,866 

1 39,151 

1,52,437 

1,40,000 

1,50,000 

t 1,50,000 

! 


Revenue. 

The small increase in the revised estimate, as compared with the sanction- 
1 estimate for 1919-20, is chiefly under navigation receipts, due to the 
)ntinuance of the diversion of railway goods traffic on account of the shortage 
f railway wagons, to boat traffic on the Hijli Tidal Canal. The budget 
itimate for 1920-21 follows the revised estimate for tlie current year on the 
^sumption that such boat traffic will continue during the ne»ct year. 


Expenditure. 




Actuals. 


j Budget 

Revised 

Budget 


1916-17, 

1917-18. 

1 

1918-19. 

1 estimate, 

1 1919-20. 

1 

1 

estimate, 

1919-20. 

estimate, 

1920-21. 

torest on debt 

Us. 

3,30,804 

Rh. 

3,48,526 

1 Us. 

. 3,49,410 

Us. 

1 3.49,000 

Rs. 

3,49,000 

Us. 

3,49,000 

ovincial Hbare (one-half) 

1,65.402 

1,74,263 

1,74,705 

1 ,75,000 

1,75,000 

1,75,000 

orking expenses in charge of 
Public \N orks otUcers — 

Works (extension and im- 
provements). 

Maintenance and repairs ... 
Establishment 

Other items 

i 

581 

72.505 1 
93,022 ' 
19,596 i 

139 

86,711 
68,848 
15,601 1 

1 ,228 

1,43,392 

83,201 

3,264 

4.000 

1,12,000 

63.500 

23.500 

3,800 

1,20,000 

63,600 

37,700 

11,600 

93.000 

85.000 
36,500 

Total 

1 

1,85,804 j 

1,71,299 

2,31,085 i 

2,03,000 

2,25,010 j 

2,25, OOP 

Provincial share (one-hall) i 

92,902 j 

85,650 

1 

1,15,543 1 

J 

1,02,000 

1,13,000 

1,13,000 
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Expenditure. 

Against the budget estimate of Rs. 2,03,000 for 1919-20, the revised 
estimate for this year has been fixed at Rs. 2,25,000. The small increase in 
the revised estimate is mainly due to the change in procedure under which 
provision for tools and plant of the Cossye Division is made under this major 
head instead of both under Major and Minor Works as under the old system. 
The estimate for 1920-21 follows the revise<l estimate for this year and jirovides 
for the ordinary requirements of the department. 

XXX and 43.— Minor Works and Navigation. 

Revenue. 


1 


\r 1 1 A1.S 



Hi* 

Hililgrt 

i 




^•^tllnut^*, 

CKtimatc, 

call linOt*, 

i 

UUb-i7, 

1017-lH 

I21S-12. 

1212-20. 

1212-20. 

‘ 1220-21. 

III cliftrgf of the Civil Depart - 

Uh 

K-. 

1^. 

lis. 

Hh. 

1 

li*'. 

iiieiit — ' 







Kocoveries on account of laiclH ' 







by enibaiikiMcnts. 

40,H7‘» 1 

4 4, J fib 

42,Hri2 

58,000 

.58,000 

1 82,000 

Provinciul sliatc (oiie-liftlf) 

Total ill cliarjL::** <if tic* Public - 

24, me 

22,128 

24.241 

22,0(Ui 

22,000 

31,000 







Works lk‘partinent. i 

7,84 4‘)7 

H.4 7,322 

2,17,27r» 

10. lO.OOO 

8, .50,000 

2,00.000 

Provincial shari* (one balf i 

3.22,248 1 

4 23,»)2ri 

4 73 2KH 

.5,00,000 

4.2.5,000 

4,50.000 


Revenue. 

The princij)al sources of revenue under this head are from navigation 
tolls on tlie Calcutta and Eastern Canals and the Madaiapur Hhil Route. 
Owing to tlie scar(!ity of railway wagons there was an increase* in water-borne 
goods traffic, and, therefore, following the revised estimate for 19IS 19. the 
budget estimate for 191(U20 was fixed at Rs. 10.00,000 Flie actuals of the 
last year, however, amounted to Hs. 9,47,975, and in i‘onsideration of tin* 
actuals of the first nine months of the current year, the reviseil estmiali* for 
this year has been fixed at Rs. 8,50,000. In exf)e(‘tation of a small increase 
in water borne traffic due to the widening of the Madari[)ur Bhil b'oiiti*, the 
budget estimate for 1920 21 has l^een pla(‘ed at l^s. 9.00,000 

Expenditure. 




— 

i 

1218-1 /. 

Actcai-s 

1217- 18. 

1!I1K l'.» 

Binlg. t 
cfltiniah*, 
1212-20. 

Hrv i*^r(l 
<•*-0 irnuti', ! 
1219-20 1 

Builgel 
• ’kI irnnti’, 
l!t2() 21. 


Kb 

IN. 

IN 

IN 

IN 1 

IN 

In char|;e of Civil Otficer-' 

1.70.5 

1,572 

1,822 

2 otto 

2.000 

2,000 

ProNinrial sbai-o (onc-lialf) 

852 

720 

248 

1,000 

.. 

1,000 : 

1,000 

In charge of Public Works 
Officers — 

Works 

Itepairs 

Kataiil'sbniciit 

Otlier items 

: 1 
< 8,32.337 j 

7.86 312 • 
4.27,752 
78,2Hl 1 

! .5,40,082 

11,18,808 
.5,41.403 
i 1,44,264 

10,55,792 

9,98.912 

4,99.786 

35,680 

i 

18,88,450 
7.97,930 ; 
6.41,500 
1,80,120 

i 

I 

i 14,47 315 1 
i 8,57.811 ! 
5.41.500 

1 63,374 

22,67,550 

9,26,80t) 

7, HI,. 500 
1.09,160 

Total 

20,02,419 

23,43,137 

25,20,1 77 

I 35,06,000 

30,. '^►0, 000 

40,85 000 

Provincial share (one-half) 

10,01,210 

1 11.71,568 

12,95,089 

j 17,53,')(>0 

. 15,2.5,000 

20.42,000 


Expenditure. 

To the original sanctioned estimate of Rs. 00,000 for 1010-20, a suni 
of Rs. 1,94,000 has been added during this year by tran.sfer from the sani 
tation grant for expenditure on anti-malarial schemes, so that the total amounl 
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avaiJahle for expenditure under this head stands at lis. 37,00,000. Con- 
sidering, however, the actuals of 1018-19, which amounted to Rs. 25,90,177, 
and the first nine iiionths actuals of the current year, the revised estirnat-e 
for 1910-20 has been fixed at Rs. 30,50,000. The large saving in the current 
year is mainly due to the non-utilization of the provisions for drainage j)rojects 
and for the formation of a new waterways division for the management and 
develojiment of the inland waterways in the districts of Khulna, dessore, 
Faridpur and Rakarganj, owing to the [laucity of superior officers. For 
the continuance of the sidiemes already undertaken, tlie budget for 1920-21 
firovides Rs. 7,00,000 for widening the Madarijiur Bhil Route, Rs. 6,50,000 
for rebuilding the Kidderpiir bridge, Rs 1,00,000 and Rs. -10,000 for mitiga- 
ting the effects of floods in tlie Iloorhoora Khal and in the Sagarj)ntal Bakslii 
Bazar Bund, resfiectively, Rs. 1,01,602 for the Amirabad, Rs 85,186 for the 
Ihchaboni and lis T lakh for the Biillee Bhil drainage f)roje{*ts. The coming 
year’s estimate also includes a provision of Rs. 16,000 for (‘.oal barges, and 
Rs. 2,00,000 for tlie construction of two liridges over the Circular Canal. 
In the hope that ofheers will l>e available next year, the provision of Rs. 85,000 
has been refloated in tlie next year’s budget for the construction of buildings, 
in c*onne(;tion with the establishment of a new permanent waterways division 
at Khulna. 


XXXI and 45- Civil Works. 
Revenue. 


Ai'IIALS. 

inia-et I Kcvivcd Hiidfrci 


1 

1 

1‘U7-1K. ! 

1 

1918 19. 

Ohtiiiiaic. 

1919 ‘JD. ! 

i ! 

iiniiU', 
191 9- JO 

(‘stmiate, 

1920-21. 


Ks. 

llH 

11s. 

r,- 

i 

i,« 1 

Kh 

111 cliar;;c of tiu’ C,'i\ii Ucpait- 

nuMil. 

1 


l,’r.(,590 

1^G9 ()()•) 

1,45 ')()() 

4,45,000 

Ill t’l.ari;(' uf llie ruhlic WorlK« 
Depai (mrnl. 

1 

4,7y Ulti 

H,:49.in;y 

5 55,00(1 

0,00 000 

5,00,000 







'I\ital 

8.57,451*. i 

i 

(1,17,975 , 

9.79,1)59 

7 24, ')()() 

7.45 000 

9,45,000 


Revenue. 

r/r/7 lFcrA\s' i/f ckanje of Ciril Officers.- The bulk of the revenue under 
this head is from tolls. Considering the first nine months' actuals of the 
current year, the revised estimate has been fixed at Rs. 1,45,000. As a sum 
of Rs. 3 lakhs is expected next year by the sale of a jiortion of the land 
of tlie Alms House and the building thereon, to the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust, the budget estimate for 1920-21 has been fixed at Rs. 4,45,000. 

Civil Works in charge of the Public Works Department . — Considering 
the progress of actuals, and the fact that the Corporation of Calcutta have 
))aid the balance of Rs. 55,000 in full satisfaction of the cost of the Kalighat 
outpost site taken by them, the revised estimate for 1919-20 has been fixed 
at Rs. 6,00,000. As no special receipt is expected next year, the estimate 
for the coming year has been placed at Rs. 5,00,000. 



1920.] 


The Budget. 

Expenditure. 




lirvts<*«l UiiJj 
('Still 


IN. IN IN IN. I Iv' 

In Charlie of Civi] Otiic, rs ... 7 S4 ,:Ul> 11.42,123 1.7, i‘.4,t>ii i ll.G‘t,0t)i) 12,50 

In oliiirge <0 l*nMio Work', 5r),55.3H;i 7 7, ‘2 .5. (*»(»() ' 02. .34.4 11 1 , 1 3.0o,'i()0 i ,0.7,00,00,1 1,2G,7 

Ollu'ers. 


G4,. 30,725 00,20,203 ; 1.0.3, 7<-.. 534 l,2H,04.00ii 1 , 1 (i, 00,000 ' | ,30,2 


10HN17. 1917 18. I9i8-10. 


Binlijot 


ExI'ENDITI'KE. 

Civil U orks in charge of Ciril Officers. — ('oiniiiissioiK'rs ot' Divisi 
.and Collectors of districts have been eiuj>owered. with reference to the rei- 
inendations of the Decentralizjition Coinniission, to make discretion 
grants for general purposes of a public nature calculated to he of henefi 
their districts. The expenditure so ineurnal is hudge.tted for under this h 
in the first in.stance, and the actual charges incurred are su!)sei]uei 
adjusted to the apjiroju-iate heads of accounts, d'his jiartly accamnts for 
reduction in the revised estimate, hut the main cause-is the transfer to the h 
21 — Ports and Thlotage ” of a sum of Rs. :C2r).()()0 for jiayment of a gi 
to the Port Commi.ssioners for the improvement of the port of Chittagoi 

The estimate for the year 1020-21 includes the following: 

Ks. 

Augmentation gr.ant ... ... S.lh.OOO 

Grant to the Calcutta Improvement Trust ... 1,,'iO.OOO 
Sfiecial grants at the disposal of Divisional 

Commissioners and Collectors ... 1, ,52,000 

Ciril H orks in charge of Puhltc ITor/'s Oeparivienl . — ’^I'ln* large rei 
tion in the revi.sed estimate, as compared with the .sanctioned estmiate 
the current year, is due to the inability of the department to utilize 
budget provision in full. In the hope tliat better firogress will be made i 
year the estimate for 1020-21 has l.»een fixed at Rs. 1 ,2(),74.000, 'J'he ti 
below shows the position: — 



Budg.d ISIS-’JU 

llmig’cl J 2 


Rs. 

K.S. 

Establishment 

.. 12,4(1,000 

15,85,000 

Tools and plant 

50.000 

21,0(K) 

Stock and snsficnse 

.. 10,000 

10,0(K) 

Repairs 

.. 32,00.000 

:ii,2i,ooo 

Works ill proL,^roH"i 

.. 20,72,0i)0 

60,50,000 

New Works (inclndiiiL^ minor works j ., 

.. 47,28,000 

,35,17,000 

Total 

, 1,1:1.00,000 

1,46,71,000 

Deduct — rrobabb' savings 

% 

2,00,000 

Total 

. i,i:5,o<',ouo 

l,2t;,74,0()0 


Owing to the inability of the department to work up to the full bin: 
programme this year, larger provision under works in progress has I 
made in the next year’s budget for the completion of works already c 
menced. This, together with the further provision in the coming ye 
estimate for new urgent works, nece.ssitates larger provision under “ Establ 
ment and stock and suspense.” As a number of buildings have been d 
aged by the recent cyclone, larger provision has also been made for tl 
repair in the next year’s budget. 
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transfers between imperul and provincial revenues. 

[All Adjustments between Imperial and ppovinolai funu. — « 
revenue side of the accounts under the above Transrers 7“*"*“*" “*• 

to imperial ( + ) «„p ,^om Imperial to provincial ( )] P-ovInolal 




Actuals. 


1 

j 


— 


1 “ 


j Budget 

Ke vised 

Budget 

— - . — 

1916-17. 

1 

j 1917-18. 

1918-19. 

j estimate, 

1 1919-20. 

1 

I estimate, 
j 1919-20. 

estimate 

1 1920.21. 

J 

RECURRING. 

Bh. 

i 

j lit. 

1 

1 

Ks. 

Its. 

Its. 

Ks. 

Ordinary. 

1 

i 

1 I 

! 





Fixed tidjiiRtincnt iindoi pro- 
vincial hottleiiM'iit. 

+ 7,28,^00 

+ 7.28,000 j 4-7,28,000 

+ 7,28,000 

+ 7,28,000 

+ 7,28,000 

Cost of traiiRiiiiHsioii of records 
hy revised pna-edore under 

-6,440 

-M40 I 

-6,440 

- 6,000 

- 6,000 

- 6,000 

the Court f eoH Act 


1 

1 




Pension of Mahainahopadhaya 
and Shains-ul-rianin title- 

- 2,700 1 

- 2,700 i 

i 

- 2,700 

- 3,000 

- 3,000 

- 3,000 

holders. 1 

j 





For traflic re^'-iHtrution Office, 1 
Bhairah Bazai . | 

- 1,250 

- 1 .250 j 

- 1 ,000 

- 1,000 j 

- 1,000 [ 

- 1,000 

For adpistnient of recovery j 
claims of ehari^es incorred hv j 

- 10,009 

i 

- 10,800 

- 8,!»9.5 

- 11,000 j 

! 

1 

- 11,000 

- 1 1,000 


till' Ap<‘iit, G()V(‘riiin(*iit Coti- 

ncit oxceodin^r 

Uh. 15. 

Tor nimdj.>umati()n of tlic oflicc 
of tin* Art Section of tho 
liidiMi. MiiHouin with that of 
tho Scliool of Ai t 
For Itol;;iu*hia Votciioar \ Collrp. ! 

! 

For Iridiao I)cpiity Sunitarv 
(hjinmiHHioiKO H -Old half pay of ; 
lloalt li Ollicor. i 


-1.100 -1,190 I -.1,190 

-30,000 -3(>,00l» I -30,000 

-58,200 -58.200 ' -58,200 


- 1,000 j - 1,000 


-30,000 ; - 30,000 


f'or proviiieializutioii uf expendi 
tiire {Ml aeeoniil of sulario.s of 
olliceis of tin* Ci\il Veterinary 
I)e|)arhiient. 

j -29,3o: 

i ' -29,307 

1 

For lemissinn of eeitain re- 
{■ovenes fioio local bodies. 

j -25,881 

j 

- 25,881 

Assigmm'iil foi cost of supply 
of folio** and pnnting woik 
iliMie foi the Bdiar and Orissa 
(loverniiient. 

... 

1 

1 

I’or lofm^, etc., for Assam 

- 1, 70.73b 

1,33,107 

As.signment foi remission of 
appiopriation of ci^sse.*'. | 

1 

! -24,93,000 - 24,93,000 

■l.a>^ charges for Bihar and | 
Orissa j 

For premises No 9, Hare Str<‘et | 

+ 1 5,000 

+ 9,550 

1 

1 +15,000 j 

i 

1 +9,550 1 

1 

For giants for C’olh'giale and 
rniv{'rsity e.\pemlitiire in 

Bihar aiul Orissa. 

+ 21,000 

1 1 

i +21,000 ' 

1 1 

jlasflilicat ion of rewards (mi cou- 
tiscation of opium under ‘‘7 — 

- 20,500 j 

1 1 
-20,500 j 


j - 58,000 - 58,000 

20,307 i - 20,000 - 20,000 


- 1,000 

- 30,000 

- 58,000 

- 20,000 


•26,000 - 26,000 - 26,000 


Excisa’ 


'or tho inoreaNcd cost of stnlT ? 
roquire<l for the veritioation ' 
of oaticellod curroucy ^ 

or the development of evenioi,^ ' 
clasaen at the mining centres ‘ 
in Beui^rtl and Bihar and j 
Orissa. 


- 1,33,.330 

- 24,93,000j 

+ 15,000 
+ 0,550 
+ 21,000 

- 20,500 


- 1,55,000 1- 1.34,000 


- 1,40,000 


- 24,03,000 - 24,03,000j - 24,93,000 


+ 1 5, 00 1 1 
+ 9,000 
+ 21,000 


+ 15,000 
+ 9,000 
+ 21,000 


21,000 I -21,000 

- 17,000 

- 10,000 


+ 15,000 
+ 9,000 
+ 21,000 

- 21,000 

- 14,000 

- 10,000 
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RKOURRINO — continued. 
Ordinary— co/icZuffcrf. 

Contribution to Biliar and Orissa 
for training of shoals m the 
Ganges. 

Provincialization of the arnnlgu- 
inated estahlishtneiit employed 
m the audit of the .iccuniuts of 
local authorities, etc. 

In courjcetion witij the new 
scheme of taxation. 

For loss in income-tax revenue 
necessitated by changes in 
taxation. 

For establi.shment of High Court 
at Bankijioro. 


Earmarked. 

Graids to Church Mission Societ} 
College, ( 'alcufta. 

For aided Fiighsh Secondary 
Schools 

Improvement of female education 

For popular education 

For rniNcrsity Reform 

Grants foi e<lucation 

Further giant for educntnui 

For evtonsion of education to 
poorer classes of the domiciled 
eoinniunit v , Calcuita. 

(irants to the Dacca University... 

Grunts to the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust. 

Assignments for sanitary iin- 
provements. 

For improvement of pay and 
training of teachers 

For primary education 

Assignment for adjustment of 
erroneous credit of the collec- 
tions in Government estates 
under “Ordinary collections ” 
in 1 IH 4-15 and 1 tt 1 .o-1 0. 


NON-RECURRINQ. 

Ordinary. 

Contribution from Bihar and 
Orissa in connection ^^ith 
fishery experiments. 

Contribution to the Chittagong 
Port for five years from 
1913-14. 


Actuai.8. 


1 



Binlget 

estimate, 

1919-20. 

Uevi^ed 

estimate, 

1919-20. 

Budget 

estimate, 

1920*21. 

1916-17. 



U‘17-18. 

1918-19. 

Us. 

Ks 

Us. 

1 

Us. 

Rs. 

Us. 

+ 12,500 

-61 2,506 

+ 12,500 

+ 12,000 ; 

i 

+ 12,000 

+ 12,000 

- 10,860 

- 19,200 

i 

- 16,700 i 

! 

1 

-30,000 

1 

- 18,000 

- 18,000 

+ 39.00,000 +50,04,000 

i ! 

-6 53.64,000 +64.rii\000 

+ 7 3,72,000i 

i 

+ 94,72,000 

... 


! 

- 26,25,000 

1 

1 

- 14,63,000 

- 6,63,000 

+ 2,17,408 

+ 1,86,241 

+ 2,22,7.34 

1 

+ 1,86,000 +2,23,000 

1 

+ 2,23,000 

- 0,000 

- 6.000 

- 6.000 

- 6,000 

-6,000 

- 6,000 

- 1,50,000 

- 1 ,o(),00() 

- 1,50,000 

- 1,50,000 

- 1,51 ),()()() 

- 1 ,50,00(1 

- 30,000 

- 30,000 

-30,000 

- 30,000 

- 30,000 

, - 30,0()C 

j - 9,25,000 

-9,25,000' -9.25,000, - 9,25,000 

- 9,25,000 

- 9,25,001 

1 - 05,(K)() 

- 65,000 

- 65,000 

-65,000 

- 65,000 

- 65,00(: 

- 13,20,000 

- 13,20,000,- 1 3,20, 000‘-l 3,20,000 

- 13,20,000 

- 1 3,20,00t 

- 1,50,000: - 1,5'), 000 

- 1,50,000 

- ] ,50,1)1)0 

- 1 ,50,000 

1 - 1, 50,01 )( 

- 40,000 

- 40,0'iO 

- 40,000 

- 40,000 

- 40,000 

- 40,00(. 

1 

- 45,000 

- 45,000 

: - 45,000 

- 45,000 

- 45,OOo 

j 

; -45,01)0 

- 1 ,50,000 

- 1,50,000 

1 

1 - 1,50,000 
1 

' - l,5o,000 

- 1,50,000 

- 1,50,000 

- 5,00,000 

- 5,00,000 

- 5,00,000 

- 5,00,000 

- 5,00,000 

- 5,o0.000 


- 9,00,000 

' - 9,00,000 

- 9,00,000 

- 9,00,000 

- 9,00,000 


... 

- 5,.^i0,000 

- 5,50,000 

- 5,50,000 

- 5,50,000 

- 1,G5,722 


... 

1 

! 


... 

i"" 


- 2,457 

! 

-4,260 

1 

1 

i 

i 

j - 3,000 

1 

- 3,000 

1 

1 

- 9,000 

1 

- 75,000 

§ 

1 - 75,000 

i 

' - 4,00,000 

j 

1 

- 4,00,000 

) 

#•# 


1 
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A«;i DA Li. 

’ Budget litjviiied 



eji6-ii. 

1917-18. 

i9i8-iy. 

eHtirnato, 

1 1919-20. 

j e-<liMiate, 
1919-20. 

MON-RECURRINQ— 

conclude'l 

1 j 

i H.-i. 

j 

Hm. 

Kh. 

Rh. 

1 

Ordinary— roncld. 

I 

’ 1 

1 




1 ' 

i 

1 

For the Piif<Hiige Control j 

C(nniiiittee, 

1 


1 

-4,513 j 

... 

... 

1 

For the j!lnij)lo\ luenl and Lahour 
Board. 

1 

1 


1 

-4,rii;i 

1 

1 

... j 

, -32,oro 


l^uijget 

e^^iIuate, 

1920 - 21 . 


Kh 


Earrrarked. 

A.sHigiHiient fci fniiiiiie relief -()0,00<i 
Hclii-me. 

In eoiinectioii \Mtli the seientitie -ill., <’>00 

reheur<‘li lt\ Di. .1 t’ IhiH*-. 

For the iiivestij^at Kill of I he water ‘ 
reHOiii ee of 1 ndia 


- .•iMdiid I . |;>s,(,i)l» - 3 KU 00 

i I , ’ 

' ! i 

— ••• I ... ! - J 8 , 00 () 

I i 


(irttlit- to the Diteeu riiiveisily -1,()0,00() -),0<h000 -1,0I),(H»0 


For w alei -Riip|djk lo M idiia|i(;r( 

, - l,0<i,tM)b 




For tnaiid eiiaiiee ehar^v « <d‘ j 

Kiiropean Iniiatie^ fia in Bengal | 
in t Ix' Kaneln Lnnatie As> Inin, j 

1 

... 

i 

1 

1 

+ !, 22,000 

FOl.OOO 

For the Uaiiehi l.niiatir AHvInni 

FI, 5s, 711 ,f2,(;i,!>2' 

H-2,37,r()() 

F 1,97,000 

F 7,58,000 

l'\)i the Bengal I’lihlieit} ihiar'l 

; ... ; -511,924 ' 

- 8,000 


Foi th(' PireeLoi i>f Civil Snpplie-., 

Bengal 

1 1 

1 ... : - 47,027 

( 

1 ~ 50,' 100 

i 

- 07,000 

- 10,0(K) 

l’'oi null malarial w oi ks ... , 

F35,lt'li) ' 

! 1 

F 97,01)0 J 


For a State sihudaiNliip to 

Mr. II. K Ihiiierjeo 

— 772 


- 1,000 > 

... 

For the letiioval of the diHpaiitv 
in tlie treatment of laneais. 


i 

- 49,000 


For the pincliase of I)ri'dg(*r 
“ I’elienn ” for the port of ; 
tdiittagong. 

... 

! - 

1 

~ 8,00,000 , 


For leviHed Hvstem of appoilion- 
meiit of tin- Railway I’olioe ; 
ehai;;es hetweim ( io\ ernnieiit , 
and Kaih\a}> ; 

... 

1 

1 

- 75,000 

1 

- 70,000 

In eoiiiicot loll With itnpiovi*- 
JnentH and lejtaiis l« Belvedeio 
nod dntv and eonveyanee 

allowance of Mi. C'oryton. 

i ... :'-l,B),47S 

' 

... 

- 1,000 

1 

yc 

8 

o 

In ('otmoetioii with tin- inventi- ' 
gation of the lihie le'onrees of 

India hy tne ihnigal Fibre F\. 
p('rt. 

i 

1 

-0, ()()() 

) 

1 

~ 0,000 . 

- 7,000 

1 

Fxpenditiire on agiieiiltnial edii- ' ... | 

cation. , 1 

' ... |-l,HU,(Kn) 

1 

i ' 

1 

- 75,000 1 

... 

Losw in exeliangt' for the ... | 

])nrelnise of (jninine at da\a 

, 

! 

*-l,75,0UU 

' j 

1 j 



Total transfers between imperial ! - 1 7, 09, 8Gli 
and provincial revenues. j 

. . ! 

- 11,94,252, • 17,10,730 

1 

-31,59,000 - 

i 

j 

20,30,000 +28,02,000 
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As no income-tax is leviable on the amount on which the Excess Profits i 
Tax is assessed, the original estimate provided for an assignment of 
is. 19,75,000 payable by the Government of India, as comj)ensation, to this 
xavernraent on account of the loss of income-tax, at the rate of 6 pies for 
he rupee, on the sum of Ks. 0,25,00,000 estimated as theExcess Profits 
ax this year. As, however, the total yield on account of tlie enlianced rates 
if taxation is aj)propriated by the Government of India in full, this Govern- 
iient cannot claim compensation at a higher rate than pies foi* the rupee, 
m Rs. 0,25,00,000 and a sum of Rs. 8,13.000 oidy, has theiefore been entered 
n the revised estimate as compensation payable by the (iovernment of India 
o this Government. A sum of Rs. 2,37,000 was’j)rovided as a contribution 

0 the Bihar and Orissa Government for the construction of the Ranchi 
miiatic Asylum for Indians. In the revised estimate only Rs. 1,97,000 has 
►een provided for the purpose as estimated by that Government. In ac(‘ord- 
jice with the instructions received from the Government of India, a [)rovision 
if Rs. 1,22,000 has also been made in the revised estimate as the share ))ayable 
y this Government to the Government of Bihar and Orissa, of the cost of the 
pkee)) of the Ruropean lunatics sent by this Government to the Rarn'lii 
ainalic Asylum. These items account mainly for the reduction in the revised 
stimate for the current year, as compared witli tlie sanctioned estimate 
or lul9-20. The fall would have been larger but for some additional 
rants given by the Government of India, of which the following are the 
lost im})ortant: — 

Rs 

For the payment of a grant to the IV)rt Gom- 
missioners, Chittagong, for the purchase 
of a dredger ... 00, 000 

Grant to Sir J. C, Bose for scientific researc‘h 1,00,000 

Grant for agricultural education ... 75,000 

Transfer from lmj)erial as India’s share for anti • 

malarial irrigation schemes ... 97,000 

riie budget estimate for 1920-21 shows a, plus entry of Rs. 28,02,000 
gaiiist a minus entry of Rs. 20,30,000 in the revised estimate for the current 
?ar. This is due to the fact that in view of the very large increase exj)ected 

1 inc‘ome-tax revenue next year, this Governmer»t will Jiave to pay a 
irger assignment to the Government of India in connection with the new 
'heme of taxation, whereas, owing to the abolition of the Excess Pi'ofits 
ax, no compensation will be payable by the Government of India to this 
overnment in the coming year. These, togetlier with the fact that no special 
rants are expected in 1920-21, result in the payment by this Government to 
le Imperial Exchequer of a sum of Rs. 28,02,000 next year. 

A. MARK, 

Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal, Finaricial Dept. 

he 27th March 1920. 


11 
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APPENDIX A. 

List of Public Works Department New Works for 1920-21. 

45.— Civil Works— Public Works Department. 

Rs. 

Rcseiircli tannery building ... ... ... 40,000 

Survey otlice l)uil(lin^ ... ... ... 2,00,000 

Pabna-Bogra Settlement ... ... ... 60,000 

Siib-Jtegistry oOice, Hasnabad ... ... ... 12,700 

Additions jnid albnations to Fenwick Biizar Police 
Iniildiijg to conv(‘rt it into an otlice for tlu^ nc‘W Traflic 
DejKirtnient ... ... ... ... 60.000 

Reconstruction of Police buildings destroytHl by cyclone 5,00,000 
Bui Id i ngs for Dacca Uni versity ... ... ... 4,55,000 

For a M uliainniadan C/ol l(‘ge in Caicuttii ... ... 50, (4)0 

I'eniporaj’y barracks, Dacca Lunatic Asylum ... ... 7,550 

Bath rooms, etc., Swarnomayi liostel ... ... 16,000 

Construction of oiitliouses, at 5 Lee Road for the Nursing 

Superintendent, Sambliu Nath Pandit Hospital ... 6,500 

Land accjuisition for s(‘rvant\s (piarters. Medical College 5,00,000 
R(‘[)lacing g(^ar of the cdectric ])!issenger lift in (lovern- 

ment House, Ca Icutta ... ... ... ... 12,000 

Acfjuisition of land at Asansol for the dev(do])ment of the 

(uvil station ... ... ... ... 80,000 

Accpiisition of land at Noakhali in view of the erosion of 

that town ... ... ... ... 2,00,00i> 

New Council Chambei’ ... ... ... ... 75,OOo 

1 m|)rov(.‘nien tof tli(* B(‘t hii ne College ... ... 50.000 

For t lie Caicut ta Pechnicai Scliool ... ... ... 2,0(),0(>o 

For tlu^ (hvil Engineering College extension at Sibjuir ... 2,00,00<> 

Foj* the Chittagong Coll(‘giate School building ... 75,0()O 

For thi‘ construction of two jiavilions for the accommoda- 

tiojj of surgical jiatiimts at the (’ami)bell Hospital ... l.l(),00(t 

For the installation of electric fans in the Ikiker tnid 

Fraser wards of the (’ainjibell Hos])ital ... ... 26,000 

For the land actiuisition in connection with the hostel for 
the Mt'dical C4dleg(* ... ... ... ... 2,75,0(0 


Total ... 50.16,55(1 


Uor rounding ... ... ... ... +450 


50,1 7,000 

For minor works grant ... ... .. 5,00,0(10 


Net Total 


35,17,0(4) 



^ nren prortded Jor ui the Budget, 






aiice to one of tlie Iiispec- | Hs. 20 p<*r mensem ... 20 

tors attaclied to the Riissa 

Distillery. 220 x 12 = 2,640 


The Budget, 



ial p eventive staff to ! 5,676 ... 5.676 5,676 j ... ■ 5.676 ! This scheme has already hieen sanctioned. 



Major budget head and Estimate of ultimate maximum Estimate of Exfentuti be 




Establishments ... I 5. Kecrintment otHcer^ for 


The Budget. 






trarsand the District Olficera concerned have been relieved of 
all tijeir legal and routine duties connect^ with registration. 
Thest* District Ilei^istrars receive a duV allowance of Rg. 100 
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L>nllHlio>xnnci‘of a Warder, ... r.O ... m . Ditto ditto. 

Juvenile Jait, Ali|K>re. at 
Ks. 5 j>or mensem. 





icpairH ... 


369 



I cure. Prjau n-*c€ive a pawape to t^fipland m the event of 
their l)eing -iiM-harired vsithin two \ears of cnliatmeut in 
the police ‘^rvice, excepting those who voluntanly reeign 
their appointments. The provision of Il«. 2,0h0 represenU 
approximately pa-sage money for three officers. 
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tender! ts in the Police 
Training College, Sarda. 



(a)3,C48 3,30H(fe) 


The Bridget 
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Non-recurrini; — 

First kit ... ... ... 100 

AccoutrementR ... ... 10 



1 Afwistant Accountant 
1 Clerk 


The Budget 
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Major biniget hea(} and j Estiwate of ultimate j Estimate of Expenditure 

sub-head undHT wh.'ch * maximum co^^t. ly 1920-21. 
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ointtnent of an AH^IB 
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Contin^emies ... ... ... 432 



8 Engineers (nO) ... ... 400 

2 Mess bu\8 ( 22 ) ... ... 44 
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nailway, it Uen ilecifj*fi ttial no recoverv nhouid be 
made m future, nnce the gn^ater part of the duties which 
the officer has to perform he does on lirhalf of Govenniient 
The amount represents half the pay of the Port Officer 
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proposed tt» extend the seope h^ appointing 16 niore 
teachers. 





388 


[29t 


The Budget. 






390 


The Budget. 


[29rH ! 






332 



132 I This has alread}- been sanctioueii 




Total ... 4,70,639 3,36,330 , 8.06,969 4.37,200 ■ 3,ll,9li 7,49,113 | 





aiojier s oflico. 



cnitural ofticc'-, 
s<orv*, farms, etc 
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1 Superintendent (75) x 12 — 9uO 

1 Assistant (50) xl2= 60U 

7 Overseers (25) = 175x 12-^ 2 lOn 

V Supervisor^ (15) = 90x12^ 1.080 
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[29th Mai 


APPENDIX C. 

OBLIGATORY. 

* 

Statement of expenditure which will be met out 

of the Rs. 9^ lakhs 1 

perial drant and out of the unspent balance of the Imperial grants. 

1.— Sanitary Schemes. 

Rs. 

J. 

Dacca sewerage 

7,00,000 

2. 

Midnapore water-supply 

1,23,000 

3. 

Coiriilla water-supply ... 

50,(X)0 

4. 

Narayaiiganj water-supply 

50,000 

5. 

Asansol water-supply ... 

50,000 

(■). 

Kurseong drainag*' 

28,000 

7. 

Krishnagar water-supply 

44,000 

8. 

Budge-Budge drainage ... 

9,500 

9. 

Quinine grants 

75,000 

10. 

Anti-malarial survey ... 

20,000 

11. 

Anti-malarial measures in the schools in the 


Chittagong Hill Tracts 

1,000 

12. 

Calcutta sewerage experiment 

5,t)0j 

13. 

Calcutta Fringe area drainage 

45,000 

14. 

Contribiitions for sanitary inspectors 

12,000 

15. 

Oontrihutioii tow'ar<lH tne jiay of district health 



oflicers ... ,,, 

45,000 

16. 

Dacca conservancy 

7,500 

17. 

Vital statistics (special t‘8iahlisliment) 

6,700 

18. 

Subordinate Sanitary service 

10,000 

19. 

Emergency fund for epidemic 

23,:')00 

20. 

Training of sub-inspectors and second class 



hoaltli ollicers 

7,000 

21. 

For school hygiene 

15,000 

22. 

For course of training to (jiialify foe ajipuint- 



inents as district h(‘altli oHictU’s 

5,000 

2;. 

Expenses during tin* pii'valence of bnhonic and 



othei’ jilague 

12,500 

21. 

Exjienses during pri'Anlene-' of inahtria 

3), 000 

25. 

(3ieniieai and cntingeneies for lal, oratories ,,, 

10, 0( 

2(1. 

1 1 ook-w oj’in eiKjuiry ... ... ,,, 

1 , 00 , 0 ( to 

27. 

In \ esi igat ion of river jiolintion 

12.500 

28. 

J’ubli(;ity bure.ni 

50,000 

29. 

Kala-a/ar survey 

15,000 

30. 

Estahlishinent of a laboratory for th(‘ analysis 



of water and food 

5,00(t 

3.1. 

Aiiti-sti'goniiya measures in the ports of 



Calcutta and Chittagong 

20,000 

32. 

For t'liihl Wc'lfar^ work 

3)0,01 to 

3,3. 

For Anti-malarial siiiwey of tht‘ area in the 



\ icinily of t'alentta ... 

25,00i> 


Total 



II.— Anti-malarial Schemes. 

{(() \V0T{KS TO JiE CARRIED OUT AT GOVERNMENT COST. 

Ils. 

1. Saraswati ... ... ... •10,000 

2. liara^racliia ... ... ... 0,000 

Moiiikhali ... ... ... .‘G,000 

80,000 

{/)) Works to which Government will contribute. 


1,10,000 


1,25,000 


19,:iO,(X)0 

7,37,000 


11,93,000 


Rs. 

1. .labniia ... ... ... 50,000 

2. Ainla ... ... ... 50,000 

3. Engineering: surveys ... ... 10,000 


(e) New Schemes. 

1. Anjuna 

2. Dhunia 

3. Arapauch ... 

Grand Total 
Deduct probable savings 

Net total 
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APPENDIX D. 

OBLIGATORY. 

43. —Irrigation— Minor Works anil Navigation. 




Rs. 

1 . 

Coal bargee 

16,000 

2. 

Widening of Madaripur Hil route 

... 7,00,000 

H. 

Rebuilding Kidderpore bridge 

... 6,r>o,ooo 

4. 

For mitigating effects of floods — 



(a) Uchinala project 

1,000 


{h) Sagarputal-Bakshi Ha/ar Bund 

40,0<X) 


(c) Iloorhoora klial 

... 1,(X),000 

r,. 

Amirabad draingae project 

... 1,04,602 

6. 

Picliaboni ditto ... 

86,186 

7. 

Bullee Bil ilitto ... 

... 1,00.(H)0 

6. 

Buildings for new Khulna Irrigation Division 

86,000 

9. 

Two bridges over the Circular canal 

... 2, 00, 0(H) 


Total 

... 20,,S1,7KH 


i'rovincial share 

... 10,4(),«94 
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[29th 


Statetpent of rooelpta and ohargas of DIstplot Boapda and DIstplot Road 

Fund in Beniial. 

Keceipts. 


— 

Act iml--. 

JicA isC(] 
estimate, 
1910-20. 

BmJpn 

estimate, 

1920-21. 


]{s. 

1 Ji.s. 

Ks. 

Land liovamiv 


36,978 

18.351 

Local Rates 

(59,7 i.oo; 

69,51.887 

71,44.559 

1 

Interest 

PTJIS 

•11.730 

38,538 j 

Law ajj(l Justice — Courts oi 
J^aw. 


3,269 

3,178 

I 1 

Police 


3,.3(;.0')(i 

3.37,518 1 

Education 

1^,93,270 

13..SG.203 

14,33.402 i 

1 

Medical 

1.;^2.<S07 

1,35.l^33 

1.29.379 j 

Minor Dej)artnu‘nts 

] 1.001 

9.012 

21.o.'.9 

8iiperannuation and Pension 



... 

Stationery and Printing ... 

1 

1.000 

I 

700 

Miscellaneous ... 

:).Tli22 ! 

4.02.37.3 

2.48.269 

Railways 

.S().4U.j 

1 

71.000 

71.000 

Mijior Works 


l.S,0,30 i 

18.07)0 

j 

Civil Works 

IMO.oIH i 

13.11.9.31 ‘ 

12,92,611 i 

J)el)t, deposits and advances i 

1 

7,31.7)01 1 

9.S2.-I9.'. i 

6.97.750 , 

i 

j 

Total ...1 

j 

1,17.20,277. ' 

1,16,88,777 ' 

1,14.89.924 1 

1 

OpeiiiHj; baliiiice 

21.7)0,107 

21.79.390 

1 

0.90 130 j 

i 

Gkanij Total ...\ 

1,8S,S4.742 

! 

1,41.68.673 i 

i 

1.21.30.104 ! 
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Charges. 



Actuals, 

IkVV 

Hudut't 


— 


estimate, 

estimate. 

{ Khmabks 



1920-21 

i 


Ps. 

! 

Ks. 


unds 

i.():u 


o.M) 


id Ke venue 

i>7l 

l.d.'l'J 

],7()2 


III Rcites 

;k()d,ss:> 


iMDoll 

Jiiclihies provision 





t'(U tile entin* 

?‘rest 

]:27r2iH 

l.l!t.l2l 

K21,;i2(; 

cliaip'H of the cess 
eolleetiii^ estahlish- 

e|’ul Adininisrnition 



:k7s,(H 1 

iiK'iit wliieli are 

Ixoiir li\ District 
Hoards, 

7 and .Instice— Courts of 

;ko:>:> 


lorJXi 


;i\V. 





ce 


22.,j2t) 

21,,S92 


ts and Pilota^n* 

S,S7l 

K.ni'o 1 

](L220 


c*ation 

1^7.211.171 

2'»,.3(i.Ul(; 1 

1 

27,(;2,:i!M; 


ieal 

i)2J7,:m 

12,lO.!ir2 ' 

i:b:;2.(iJ2 


or Departnients 


2.(I2.7!»;> 

2.27,4(i(; 


n-annuation and Pension 

7l),lo2 


.S7.117 


ioiK'ry and Printing 

4o,s:>i 

I 

4;»..s7(; 



:ellan(*oiis 

1 

;Ui,(KS2 i 

80.2/ 7 

oO.Dol 


ini‘ relief 

(;i>.7)d7 

1.7 1.07:. 

7.(1011 



oO.OOO 


;;;>,ooo 


)r Works 


2,.-. 1.712 



iW^nks ... ' 

olkfo.OHi 

<iO.!)0.073 

07>,71),tM r> 


, deposits and advaiiees 

1 

10.11.103 

7,(;s,2:-ii 

1 


Total 

1 

l,H,04,Slf; 

1.. 'll. 72. 103 

l,ni,;>Tols 


Olosin^ balajice 

24,7!),8y(i 1 

(;,0<!.180 

o.ikkOof) 


Grand Total 

1.38, >S4, 742 1 

1,11,(18.073 

1.21.8(1,104 
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Sir Henry Wheeler; the President. 

The Hon’bie Sir Henry Wheeler said 

“ The brief memorandum which is in the hands of the Hon*ble Members 
draws attention to the few minor points which are deserving of notice in this 
connection/’ 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was adjourned to Wednesday, the 7th April, 1920, at 11 a.m. 
at Government House. Calcutta. 

J. F. GRAHAM, 

Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council. 

Calcutta ; 

The 5ih Aprils 1920. 


B. S. Pr«ii--26.44W0— 5032J— 860--F. T. 



of the Proceedings oj the Bengal Legislative Council assenihled under 
the provisions of the Government of I tuiia Act, 1915, 


The Council met in the Council Ohainlxu* at (icvi'nnnent House, 
<>alcutta, on Wednesday, the 7tli April, 19:^0, at 11 a.m. 


Present : 

His Excellency tlie Rigfht Hou’ble Lawicknck .Ioun Lumlky Dondas. 
Kakl of UoNALDsri \y. (r.c.l.K., Governor of IIlv Presidency of 
Fori William in Bengal, presiding. 


The Hon’hle Siu Hi^nky Wheei.ku, k.cm.k., c.s.i. 
The Hon’ble Mh. J. G. (’umming, c.i.e. 


'riie Hoii’ble iSiK Hijay CbiANo Maictau, k.c .s.i., k.c.i.e., i.o.m , 

Maharajadhiraja Hahadiir of Biirdwan. 

The Hon’blo Mk, H. L. Stei’HENson, (m.k. 


Tlie Hon’ble SiK Chaiu.es Stevenson-Mookk, k.(M.e., c.v.o. 

The H Oll’l)lo MaJOU-GeNKIUI/ W. I[. I{oHINSf)N, C.H., l.M.8. 

Tho Ilon’lile Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

Tho Hon’l)le Mr. L. S. S. O’Mam.f.y, c.i.e. 

The Hon’hle Mr. G. N. Hoy. 

The Hon’l)le Mr. A. Marr. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. McAi.imn. / 

m 

The Hon'ble Mr, F. A. A. Cowi.ey, c.i.e. 

The HoiTble Mr. W. W. Hoknell, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. W. Gcrnkr. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aminul Islam. 

The Hon'ble InTiriiiAM-iiL-MuLK Rais-ud-Daula Amir-ul~()mrah Nawab 
Sir Asif Qadk Saiyid Wasif ’Ali Mirza Khan Bahadur Maharat 
Jang, k.c.h.i., k.c.v.o., Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 


1 



The Hon'ble Sik Uajendka Nath Mookijrjee^ k.cj.e. 


The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

The Hon’blo Mr. 0. D. M. Hindley. 

The Hoii’blo Mr. W. H. H. Ari>kn-Wood, cm.e. 

The Hon’ble Raja Hrihhikf:sh Laha, c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. Cathcart. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provakh Chunder Muter, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Kumar Khir Shekhareswar Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu P>rojeni>ra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 
The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Giiose Bahadur. 
The Hon’ble Rai Radha Chahan Pai. Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. M. Watson-Smyth. 

'riio Hon’ble Mr. W. H. Phei.rs. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. A. Baylev. 

Th(^ Hon’blo Mr. M. Asmraf Ali Khan Ciiaudhuri. 
The Hon’ble Mauiat A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman All 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf All 

The Hon’l)le Babu Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The Hon’ble Rai Maheni>ra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 
The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhurt. 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabarttl 
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Quesffom and An^rs. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 1. 
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OATH OF ALLEGIANCE. 


TIm Hon’blO Mr. C. W. Glirn6r made an oath of his allegiance to the 
Crown. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

The following questions, which had Ix'en starred, were put and answered : — 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

* 1 . 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the pay of the lower 
•division assistants of the Bengal Secretariat has been recently raised ? 

(б) If so, will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the Legislative Department, which is a part of the Bengal Secretariat, 
has been excepted from the operation of the said scheme of revision of pav? 

(r) If so, why? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

“ (a) Yes. 

(6) Yes. 

{c) The Legislative Department was only recently constituted a depart- 
ment of the Secretariat, ddie conditions, which regulated the appointmer)t 
and grading of clerks in that department in the past, were so widely diffei’ent 
from those in force in the Secretariat, that it was considered aclvisable to 
keep the ministerial establishment of the Legislative Department separate 
from the general cadre of Secretariat establishments, s])ecially as the educa- 
tional qualifications of the former are markedly inferior to those of the 
latter. The pay of the clerical establishment of the Legislative De[)artinent 
was reorganised on the 1st June, 1918, independently of any (piestion of 
revising the pay of the clerks in the other departments of the Secretariat 
It will also shortly come under re-examination again in connection with 
the arrangements for the Reformed (Councils.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

* 11 . 

{a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether they are contem- 
plating increasing the pay of the veterinary inspectors? 

(ft) If so, to what amount? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of allowing them 
travelling expenses according to the scale of the Civil Service Regulations? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a) Veterinary inspectors are paid on the scale Rs. 100 — 5 — 175. 
It is not proposed at present to increase this scale. 

(6) The question does not arise. 

(r) Veterinary inspectors at present draw travelling allowance^ accord- 
ing to the Civil Service Regulations.’* 

1 A 


^I*ny of the 
lower <livi»ion 
aHHiHtnntH of tii6 
Bengal 
L(>^ialative 
Departuient. 


Iiicreaie in the 
puy of veterinary 
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to Govertiinent 
normal Hcliool-<. 


PropOHod 
Agricultural 
School at 
Chinsurali. 


Heorgauisntion 
of the 
Provincial 
Judicial Service 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Maheiidra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

♦III. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
teachers are very often transferred from Government high schools to normal 
training schools and vice versa? 

(b) If so, are the Government aware that the teachers in the Lower 
Subordinate Educational Service who have been recently transferred to- 
Government normal schools will suffer considerably in view of the fact that 
these schools have been excluded from the scheme published in the Calcutta 
Gazette of the 17th March, 1920, for the improvement of secondary educa- 
tion ? 

(c) What measures are being adopted by the department for the redress^ 
of the grievances of these officers? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ {a) Transfers of Government higli school teachers to normal schools, 
are not irequent and are ordinarily made on the application of the teachers 
themselves. Such transfers are sometimes accompanied by promotion. 

(&) Yes. 

(c) A scheme for the improvement of the pay and prospects of teachers 
in normal schools is under the consideration of the Director of Publie 
Instruction.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

*IV. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the reasons why the proposed 
Agricultural School at Chinsurah has not yet been completed whereas the- 
Daccja school has already been started ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the plan and estimates of the Chinsurah school have- 
not yet been completed ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:-^ 

“ (a) The Chinsurah work was delayed mainly on account of the 
difficulty in obtaining bricks. 

(6) The detailed ])lans and estimates for the buildings originally J^ro- 
})osed for Chinsurah were sanctioned in May, 1919. Plans and estimates 
for certain additional buildings which are now considered necessary are 
under preparation. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 


(Answers to wliicli were laid on the tabh\) 

By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


1 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any sanction has. 
been received from the Secretary of State regarding the proposed reorganisa- 
tion of the Provincial Judicial Service, in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the Public Services Commission ? 

(b) If the answer be in the affirmative, will the Government be pleased! 
to lay on the table the orders of the Secretary of State in the matterJ 
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r 

f^). Are the Gk)yernment aware that a feeling exists that until any re- 
organisation is given effect to or announced, it will be difficult for provincial 
judicial officers to make the election about the new pension rules as directed 
in the India Government Resolution N6. 1085 E. A., Finance Department, 
dated the 15th November, 1919? 

{d) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of extending 
the time for making such election ? 

{e) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the actual [)eriod 
of continuous and non-continuous service put in by judicial officers before 
confirmation will be taken into account in granting time scale increment in 
respect of the proposed re-organisation ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson;— 

(a) The Secretary of State has passed orders defining leading prin- 
ciples and suggesting certain lines of action. The scheme to be adopted in 
Bengal is under discussion with the Government of India and it is hoped 
that a final decision will shortly be arrived at. 

(b) Government do not propose to lay the Secretary of State’s state- 
ment on the table at this stage. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) An order extending the period within which the option should be 
exercised is under issue. 

(e) The matter is still under consideration.” 


By the Hon’ble Mauivi Abul Kasem: — 


2 . 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what is tlie pro/)ortion of 
Hindus and of Muhammadans to the total population in the Mymensiugh 
district and the Tangail subdivision of that district? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of Hindu and 
Muhammadan members of the Local Boards and the Mymensingh District 
Board, elected and nominated by Government? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state whether in making nomi 
nations to these bodies full effect was given to the Government resolution on 
the subject of Muhammadan representation on local bodies? 

(d) Are the Government aware that a petition was submitted to the 
Magistrate in which it was alleged th«at there were several serious irregu- 
larities in the election of members of the District Board by the members of 
the Tangail Local Board and that the petition was rejected without hearing 
the petitioners or giving them an opportunity of establishing their case? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) and (b) Statements are laid on the table. 

(c) In making nominations regard was had to local circumstances and 
the Government circular on the subject. 

(d) Government are informed that a petition was submitted to the 
District Magistrate and that he did not forward it to the Commissioner as 
it was couched in improper language. Two petitions received by the 
Commissioner were inquired into.” 


Urpi«»entiition < 
MiiimininaiJanii 
on Lo(‘al and 
Dinlrici Roardu 
in MMn'Misingh, 



412 


Questions and Anstoers. 


Inferior 
pr08pcct« in 
the Educational 
Service of 
M.A.’r and 
M.Sc.’s in 
Science. 


[7th April, 


Statement rejerred to in the anstoer to question No, 2 (a) uiistarred of 7th Aprils 
1920^ showing the percentage to the total population of Hindus and 
Muhammadans in the Mymensingh district and Tangail subdivision. 


Muhammadans. Hindus. 

Mymensingh district ... ... 73 25 

Tangail subdivision ... ... ... 71 28 


Statement rejerred to in the answer to question No, 2[h)^ unstarred^ of 7th April,, 
1920,, showing the composition of the Mymensingh District Board and Local 
Boards. 


8f*rlal 

Ntitno of the District 

Total 
nomtKir of 
members. 

Total numiieii ok MBMUBiig AProiNTEn. 

1 Total nombbh of mkmobhs 

1 KLBCTBD. 

No. 

1411(1 Local Uoarda. 

Kx.offlcto. 

Hindu. 

Miibam- 

madaii. 

I Total. 

1 

Hindu. 

Muham* | 
mndaii. 1 

Total, 

1 

1 MyinetHiiigh 
trict Board. 

Diw- 

24 

1 

1 


7 

3 

12 

' 3 

0 

12 

‘j 

Siular Local Board 

i 18 

1 

1 

o 

4 

G 

4 

8 

12 

.-i 

Jainalpur 

Board. 

Local 

15 , 


;t 

2 

f> 

1 

10 

10 

4 

1 

1 

Kifllioropjatij 

Board. 

Local 

If) 


2 

2 

f) 

f) , 

f) 

10 


Notrokoiui 

Board, 

Local 

1 

12 

1 

1 


' 3 

( 

4 

i 

1 ^ 

1 

1 

2 

6 


Tangail 

Board. 

Local 

18 1 

1 


4 

2 

t 

C 

! 

10 

12 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur; — 


3. 

{a) Is it a fact that M.A.’s and M.Sc.’s in science subjects are rarely 
appointed directly to the Provincial Service, however brilliant their academic 
careers may be, while in Arts subjects even second class M.A.’s are directly 
appointed lo the higher service? 

(h) Ts it also a fact that science graduates have to serve many years in 
the Subordinate Educational Service before they get into the Provincial 
Educational Service ? 

{c) Are the Government aware that as a result of this differentiation 
the science graduates, who are fortunate enough to get appointments in the 
higher service are always in lower grades and in inferior positions than their 
class friends, and many of their juniors who took up Arts subjects? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

‘‘ (a) Direct appointments to the Provincial Edcuational Service both 
of M.A.’s in Arts subjects and of M.A.’s and M.Sc.’s in science subjects are 
rare M.A.’s in Arts subjects do not receive preferential treatment. 

(b) Yes. 

(e) In view of the reply to {a) this question does not arise.” 
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By tM Hon’ble Rai Maheitdra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

4 . 

(a) Will the Government be ^eased to state from what college and 
in what year the present officiating Director of Agriculture passed the B.Sc. ? 

(b) Is he a pass or an honours graduate ? 

(c) Did he take Agriculture as a subject for the B.Sc. degree or as a 
subsidiary subject? 

(d) What other subjects had he for the degree? 

(e) How long did he study Agriculture? 

(/) What was hft previous experience in the following subjects: — 

(t) demonstration work and other district organisations; 

(it) administration of big staff; 

(m) agricultural statistics; 

(iv) office routine and control ; 

(v) agricultural engineering, laying out of farms, construction of 

buildings and roads, etc.; and 

(ti) crops other than jute, e.^., sugarcane, tobacco, potatoes, paddy and 
ground-nut. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a), (b), (c) and (d) The Hon'ble Member is doubtless referring to the 
answer given to his unstarred question No. 9 of the 5th March, 1920. Further 
information has now been obtained. The officiating Director of Agri- 
culture took a pass degree in science at the University of Wales in 1899. 
For his degree he took chemistry and physics. Subsequently in 1901 he passed 
the Intermediate examination of the Institute of Chemistry, of which he 
became a Fellow in 1914. He also obtained the University diploma at the 
University of Wales in agriculture in 1897, for which there was a sej)arate 
course which was not part of the science course. 

(e) Two years for the diploma of agriculture. 

(/), (i), (ii), (Hi), (iv) and (ri) He is an experienced officer who has been 
in direct contact with the practical working of the Agricultural Department 
in all its branches for the whole of his service. 

(r) The diploma in agriculture includes surveying and building 
construction.'' 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

5 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether the research and the 
administrative sections of the Agricultural Service are parts of the same unit 
in which posts are interchangeable, or are they different units? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ In practice the research and administrative branches of the Agricul- 
tural Department are ordinarily treated as distinct ; but Government are at 
liberty to make such appointments as are in their opinion suitable." 


Tho Offici*ting 
Direotor of 
Agriculture. 


The reeearch and 
adroiniiftrative 
fiectioim of tlio 
Agricultural 
Service. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


[7th Aprii 


Number of 
persoDs who 
have paased 
the Saimkrit 
Examinations. 


6 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement for each of 
the last 5 years giving the number of persons who have passed the different 
examinations in Sanskrit conducted imder the auspices of Government, 
together with the number of unsuccessful candidates! 

ih) Have the Government any idea as to the approximate number of 
private tols in Bengal and of persons who receive instruction in Sanskrit in 
such tols year by year ! 

(c) What IS the total expenditure incurred by Government during the 
last 5 years for Sanskrit education in Bengal in tols and such other special 
institutions? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ {a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(6) The number of private tols is 1,570. Statistics of the number of 
persons under instruction are not available. 

(c) Rs. 2,91,204.” 


Statement referred to in the anstoer to question No. 6 {unstarred) oj the 7th Ajm'l, 
1920, showina the names of candidates who have qiassed the different 
examinations in Sanskrit conducted under the auspices of Government, 
together with the number of unsuccessful candidates durirni the nears 
1915 to 1919. 


y<‘ar. 

j First Examination. 

j Skooni) Examination 

Trrr.B Examination, 

Successful. 

1 UllSUCCOSH- 

1 ful. 

Successful. 

UuBUctteBs- 

ful. 

1 

Successful. 

UUHUCCCHH- 

ful. 

1 

‘2 

a 

4 

5 

6 

7 

l!U5 

1,551 

1 

2,047 , 

911 

1,599 

342 

421 

IKK) ...i 

1 

656 

811 

606 

715 1 

284 

287 

1917 

1 

639 

890 1 

1 1 

731 

1 

612 

308 

307 

1 

191.S 

792 

777 1 

1 

7 48 1 

580 

365 

300 

1919 ... I 

986 ! 

_ i 

1,124 ; 

1 

1 

906 

1 

731 

222 

380 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

7. 


Communications 
between 
Calcutta and 
Dacca and Ducea 
and Aricha. 


(a) Regarding the inquiries referred to by the Hon’ble Mr. Cumraing 
in his reply to the motion of the Hon’ble Maulvi Abul Kasem, at the meeting 
of the Council held on the 12th August, 1919, on the question of the improved 
communication between Calcutta and Dacca, has any practical solution been 
arrived at in the matter ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government have addressed the Government 
of India on tie question of a railway line between Dacca and Aricha? 

(c) If so, will the Govwnment be pleased to state the purport of such 
communication and at what stage the matter now lies ? 
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Answer by the Hon’bie Mr, Cowley:— 

(a) No. 

(6) Yes. 

{c) In September, 1919, the Government of India in the Railway Depart- 
ment were asked to communicate their views on the general question of the 
construction of railways or light railways in the area lying between the Padma 
and Dhalleshwari rivers, and more particularly on tlie improvement of rail- 
waj^ communication between Dacca and Calcutta, consistent with the {)rotec- 
tion of the natural drainage and the sanitary condition of the area. After 
further correspondence the Government of India, Railway Department, in 
February, 1920, intimated their acceptance of the proposition that an examina- 
tion of the question of railway extension in that area should be undert^iken 
by a committee consisting of railway, drainage and sanitary exf)ert officers 
with the co-operation of a representative of tlie inland steamer com{)anies, 
and have undertaken to nominate a suitable railway officer to conduct the 
inquiry as soon as circumstances permit.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

& 

{a) With reference to the refdy to my unstarred question No. 42 of the increafie in the 
3th March last, has the attention of the Government been drawn to the of n..*, 
answer to question No. 1 asked at the meeting of tlic India Legislative 
Council on the lltli March, 1920, regarding the relative increase in the price 
of rice in the different districts of Bengal ? 

{h) Is it a fact that the statement made in answer to the said onestion 
shows that there has been no noticeable increase in price tliis year over the 
corresponding period of last year in any provin(a> e?x(‘ept Bengal and Sindh 
and that there has been actually a decrease in the United Provinces, Punjab 
and the Central Provinces? 

(c) In view of tlie above, how far is the rise in price of rice in Bengal 
attributable to the change in the purchasing value of money (referred to in 
re})lv to my unstarred que-stion No. 41 of the 5th March, 1920) or other non- 
local factors? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

” (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Government adhere to the reply given in answer to the Ilon'ble 
Member’s unstarred question No. 41 of the 3th March, 1920 The Hon’hle 
Member must be aware that the widespread failure of the monsoon in the year 
llil8 led to famine and distress on an extensive scale in other parts of India 
with the usual result of a rise in prices. On the other hand, stocks of rice 
were so plentiful in Bengal before the end of the same year 1918 that it was 
a matter of anxiety at one time as to how to dispose of them. Therefore 
Bengal was longer in feeling the full effect of the change in the purchasing 
value of money or of other non-local factors on the j)rice of rice. In this 
connection the Hon’ble Member is referred to the following remarks of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Mant made in the Indian Legislative Council on the 15th Se})- 
tember, 1919: — 

‘ The Punjab consumer has suffered from the high price of wheat prac- 
tically from the beginning of the war. In Bengal, on the other band, rice 
prices were so low up to the end of last year that they were a cause of serious 
anxiety. At the Conference of Registrars of Co-operative Societies held 
here in August last, the Bengal Registrar said that the solvency of many 
societies was endangered by the low prices of rice and Jute, and in this 
Council in Septemlter, the Hon’ble the Maharaja of Kasimbazar, as I 

2 
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[7th ^PJlILr 


reminded him the other day, called attention to the large sufplus stocks of 
rice in Bengal and asked whether we could not do something to find a market 
for them. Even up to the 8th of July, i.e., about two months ago, the Direc- 
tor of Civil Supplies, Bengal, reported that there was no demand for Burma 
rice in Bengal, and that the Burma xice shops opened in Calcutta had 
definitely proved a failure. Possibly the ri.se in prices is now being felt 
more keenly in Bengal, because it has come so suddenly.’ ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 


Publication 
of the 

recommendatiotiB 
of tlie advieory 
committee 
appointed to 
consider draft 
rules in 

connection with 
the reforms. 


9 . 

{a) Is it proposed to publish the recommendations made by the advisory 
committee appointed by the non-official members of this Council to consider 
draft rules in connection with the reforms, for public criticisnl before they 
are forwarded to the Government of India? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving this 
Council an opportunity of discussing the said recommendations before they 
are so forwarded ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson;— 

“ (a) The attention of the Hon’ble Member is drawn to the reply given 
in the Imperial Council on the 17th March to a somewhat similar question 
put by the Hon’ble Mr. Patel. Sir William Marris then remarked, as regards 
the request for the publication of the proceedings of the advisory committee 
appointed by the Imperial Government, that — 

' It would be neither suitable nor in consonance with the practice in such 
cases that these reports should be made public. ’ 

The local Government propose to be guided by that ruling in the case of the 
proceedings of the informal advisory committee selected by the Provincial 
Council, while as regards the publication generally of proposals relative to 
the rules to be framedunder the Reforms Scheme, the attention of the Hon’ble 
Member is similarly invited to another reply given in the Imperial Council 
on the same date, in course of which Sir William Marris remarked as 
follows : — 

‘ The Government of India will consider when they despatch the rules 
to the Secretary of State whether they will also publish them for general 
information for the purpose of affording parties interested an opportunity to 
lay their views before the Joint Committee. But it is quite impracticable for 
the opinion of all the various communities and interests concerned to be 
invited and considered before the rules are sent home. ’ 

(b) The Governor in Council does not consider that any such opportunity 
could be given compatibly with the dates on which the recommendations of 
the local Government are required to reach the Government of India.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray; — 


Improvement of 
the pay and 
prospects of t)ie 
navigation 
establishment of 
the P. W. D. 


10 . 

(a) Has any action been taken for the improvement of the pay and 
prospects of the navigation establishment of the Public Works Department, 
since my question on the subject in July, 1918 ? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to indicate the features of the 
revision, the date from which effect has been given thereto, and the total 
increase in expenditure involved thereby ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state their reasons for not giving 
effect to the revised scale as from 1914, when a circle cadre was introduced 
for the benefit of clerks attached to the Executive Engineer’s office? 
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Answtr by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 


(a) Yes; proposals were formulated and worked out in December, 
1U18, for a conmlete revision of the pay of the navigation establishment of the 
Public Works l^partment. 


(6) The features of the revision proposed in 1918 provided for the intro- 
duction of a time scale for promotion in a combined provincial cadre. Effect 
was not given to these proposals for financial reasons. The increased expendi- 
ture involved in these proposals amounted to Rs. 1,100 per inenseni. 


(c) The reason has already been stated in the answer given to unstarred 

Q uestion No. 3 (&) asked bv the Hon’ble Member at the meeting of this 
Council on the 3rd July, 1918?’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

11 . 

{a) Has the special attention of the Government been drawn to the 
fact that the revised rules of Travelling Allowance as per Goveriimeiit of 
India, Finance Dcpartnnuit, Notification No. 1809, dated the 30th S^^pUnnlan*, 
1919, affect prejudicially the Provincial Service oflicers drawing a salary 
of over Rs. ^00 inasmuch as they are allowed inter cla.ss fares on steaiiieV 
journeys where there are only three classes of accommodation and no second 
class accommodation ? 

{h) Was it not the intention of the Government of India in issuing the 
said notification to simplify the rules and at the same time to make them more 
liberal ? 

(c) Was the attention of the Government drawn to the r|ueslion ])ut by 
the Hon’ble Ilaji Chaudhuri Muhammad Ismail Khan in tlie lm})erial Gouncil 
and to rejdies thereon? 

{d) Are the Government (‘onsidering the desirability, in view of the 
reply given by the Hon’ble the Finance Member that “ I?)ca! Governments 
have been sj)ecially authorised, in cases in which arrangements for accommo- 
dation on the steamer make it desirable to raise the class of ollicers,” of 
raising the class of oflicers referred to in clause {a) in cases where there is no 
seconu class accommodation on steamers? 

{e) Are the Government aware of the exist-ence of a feeling that it is 
unde.sirable that Provincial Service secdid class officers, whose pa \ is not 
below Rs. 200, should l)e classed in such steamer journcNs with oflicers who 
are subordinate to them? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

{a) Officers of the second class, drawing Rs. 200 or more, benefit in 
comparison with the old rates whenever they happen to travel first class. 
This is invariably the case when there are only two classes on the steamer. 
In cases in which arrangements for accommodation on the steainei* make 
it desirable, the Government have been authorised to raise the class of an 
officer. 

(6) Yes. 

{c) Yes. 

{d) Individual cases will be dealt with under article 1020, Civil 
Service Regulations, if any instance of real hardship is repre.sentcfl, but 
the general question wdll also be further examined. 

{e) This and the earlier question in the Imperial Council afford some 
evidence in the direction indicated, but apart from them Government have 
no definite information.” 

2 A 


Hevinod iuIok 
of Trav'olliug 
AllDvvtttice. 
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DiBcuimn jof the Budget, 
Nawab Bahadur of Murshtdabad, 


[7th Aphijv 


LIST OF BUSINESS— iTEM No. 3. 

DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF BENGAL FOR 1920-21. 

The Hon’ble the Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad said 

The point on which I desire to lay special stress is the Muhammadan 
education. It is needless for me to repeat how backward the Mussulmans are 
in this province (as also in other provinc(*s) in their education and how badly 
they ne(Hi special attention in this respect for their moral and material 
regeneration. Tlje Reform Act opens a now era in the history of India. The 
realisation of i*es])onsil)l(i government depends for its success on the educa- 
tion cf the massf's and no effort slionld 1)(‘ spared to spread education among 
tln in if we mean to receive full siicccjss of the boon now conferred on India. 
In the matter o^ educat'on, the Muhammadans are hopelessly ])eliind their 
Hindu brethi’cn. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Ilornell in his speech has dealt fully with the question 
of th(^ (‘stablishment of a Muhammadan (h)llege in Calcutta. That the estab- 
lishnnuit of an Islamia College is of vital interest to the Mahomedan com- 
munity is well recognised. Rut from tin; statemmit of the Ilon’ble Mend)er, 
it appears that the prospc^ct of the fulfilment of tlie obligation promised long 
ago is still far remote. It is not known how far the intention of Covern- 
ment to construct a building with Rs. ht), ()()() to accommodate a first grade 
college by way of giving a first instalment of the {n’ornise will satisfy 
th(^ fervent dc'sire of the community^ as the Hon’ble Member cannot assure 
that immediate steps will be taken to start the construction of the building. 
It is admitted that it will taki^ some time to selth^ th(‘ preliminaries, but 
things done in tin* ordinary course in Government depai tments are apt to run 
the risk of considerable delay. 

1 gratefully acknowledge that a good deal has been done for devidoping 
Muhammadan education, still a good deal more has to be* done for imparting 
education among this vastly backward community. Government have given 
effect to several measures referred to in their famous Resolution of August 3^ 
1916. Hut many of the proposals had to be postponed on account of the war, 
but now we ho])0 the Govc'rnment will give full eff(‘ct to tlie schemes, both as 
regards the and the secondary and collegiate education. 

It is very satisfactory to note that a good sum (Rs. 81,0()0j has been set 
aside for the improveinent of the private madrasahs, and we trust the 
demands of those coming forward for help will be met readily and at the 
end of th(^ year we may see substantial improvements in this respect. 

Another point which I wish to put forward for the consideration of 
Government is this. The Muhammadan population of this presidency consista 
chiefly of agricultural classes, the majority of whom are very poor. These 
poor cultivators have to depend on their children at such tender ages as eight 
or so for ludp in many minor works, such as tending cattle, carrying meals to 
fields, t‘tc-, and can ill afford to send their boys to schools or madrasahs for 
education even if they have a strong desire to do so. In these circum- 
stances, in 8j ite of every effort of Government to spread education among the 
masses, these poor classes of cultivators will seldom have the chance of 
deriving the benefit of education and their condition will remain as deplorable 
as before. I would, therefore, urge that Government should take early steps 
to encourage the establishment of primary night schools and madrasahs, so 
that these poor classes may have the opportunity of giving elementary educa- 
tion to their children without losing the little service they are compelled 
under necessity to get from them. 
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Raja Hrishikesk Laha, 

The steady and continual increaBe in the exj)endituro under the head 
** Police ” appears Bomewhat gloomy, and the rate at which the increase has 
taken place during the years for which the figures are given, if allowed to go 
on, it is not known what enornifnis figure will be reached at at the end of the 
next ten years or so. Since 1916-17 every year shows a large increase over the 
preceding year, namely, by 10, 6 and 11 lakhs, and during the year for which 
;t is forecasted it again shows an increase of 7 lakhs against the current year. 
Now a comparison of the figure for 1916-17 with that of the year of forecast 
(1920-21) shows an increase of 34 lakhs. I may be excused if 1 make the 
remark that the increase is abnormal and, as I liave already remarked, 
the rate of increase, if not restricted in some way, will come to such a large 
proportion wittiin tlie next ten years or so, that the State will ill afford to bear 
it considering the other pressing needs of the people for their welfare, viz.. 
Education, Sanitation and several other matters. 

Ihnnarkable increases hav(* taken place in the item “ District Executive 
Force ” for reasons (explained by the llon’ble Fiiianct* Member, but on the 
other hand under the IkkuI “ \"illag<‘ Police ” the ligun's show a tendency to 
curtailment, for which no explanation is given. In villages wIku'c robbery 
and <lacoity are of freqiumt occurnmcc^ strengthening the force stumis more 
desirable. The Criminal Intelligence I)t‘partm('nt shows sons' improvtmumt 
in tins 1 ‘espect. It is mainly <lu(' to tiie abolition of tlie extra establishment 
i‘e(]uired in conn(*ctioii with Static prisoners and jxditical d6ttmus who have 
now bemi set frei' under tlie Royal chmiency. Still tlu'n' should b(5 further 
curtailment which it is expected (lovi'rnment will givt' (df(‘ct to now that a 
thoroughly new road of political activity is inauguraltnl by the Utd’orm Act. 

It is noticeable that thert' has been a considerabl(‘ increasi* of expenditure 
during the current year owing to the n'vision of the scal(‘s of pay of the 
Imperial Police Service and provision made in the n(‘Xt yi'ar’s budgt‘t for the 
improvement of the pay of the Sub-Inspectors and I lead-Oonstablrs. We hope 
in the cast? of tlie latter ofiici'rs the incr(*ase will Ih' as substantial and liberal 
as has beim in the case of the superior officers. On the other hand, the caRo 
of the rank and file of the police force, namely, th(^ (’onstables, including the 
village j)oli(;t', nunains still unattended. It is\)f tln^ utmost importamje that 
the (luestion of improvememt of the pay of these ill-paid officers should nHjeive 
die kind atteniion of Uovcummeiit without anyfurthc’r delay owing to the high 
cost of living. Asa consequence of this, of course, thi^rc must be inen^ase 
of expenditure, but we should ungrudgingly l)earit.” 


The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha said :~ 

Your Pjxcelloncy, I beg to congratulate Your Excellency’s riovernnumt 
on the prosperity budget which has been presented to the Council. After the 
rigid economy practised during the last four years, I am glad that so many 
schemes for the prevention of malaria liave been taken in ham!. J Injpe 
there will be no unusual delay in the completion of some at least of the drain- 
age schemes, so that the (country which will be affected by them might derive 
benefit similar to that from the Magrahat scheme. I am glad to observij that 
provision has been made for contribution towards the pay of District Hiialth 
Officers. Under the orders of Government, the District Boards have in 
their budget provided for the pay of such officers, but as the income of the 
Boards is imxJerate, the provision for paying half their salary would l^e a 
great help to them. The Boards are now completely in the dark as to how 
their Health Officers would carry out the sanitary works, and if it involves 
the Boards in a large expenditure, they would not be able to give t3ffect to 
them. We want a declaration from Government whether in sucli a contin- 
gency the Government would come to their help and, if so, in what way. 

There is a proposal to establish four laboratories in different parts of the 
presidency for the analysis of food and water. But I consider this number 
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to be too small for the purpose. Instead of four, we ought to have more of 
them in various parts of the province with a view to decrease the ravages of 
many kinds of disease, the causes of which may be traced to adulterated food 
and impure water. They would prove a great blessing to the people of the 
country who from ignorance of hygienic principles eat and drink whatever 
comes in their way. It is a happy idea that Rs. 50,000 has been provided for 
the establishment of a Publicity Bureau to educate tlie people in matters of 
public health. 

It is indeed gratifying to observe that Ks. 83,60,000 has been fixed for 
.the ensuing year for the development of primary and secondary education. 
Only Rs. 1,00,000 has been provided for primary education in the mufassal, 
l)ut it is only intended for those municipalities which would be in a position 
to avail of it under the Bengal Primary Education Act. My friend, the 
Hon’bJe Mr. Hormdl, has not, however, indicated in liis speech whether any 
portion of the amount could be distributed to tlie District Boards which are 
also in a position to establish primary schools for the furtherance of upper 
and lower primary education, as tliere are many places where no schools 
liave been established owing to the poverty of the population. 1 hope Govern- 
ment would r(Kionsider this matter and place some fund at tin', disposal of the 
]k)ardH for this purpose. 


The long-felt want of a technical school is going to be removed, as the 
Technical School Committee has already recommended a site at a (umvenient 
position in Calcutta for the construction of the necessary building so as to 
accommodate aiiproximately one thousand st udents. (Jovernmiuit have 
provided Rs. 6, 00, OCX) for the purcdiase of tdie site and a further Rs. 2,00,000 
for th(^ construction of tlie liuilding which, I lioj)e, will b(' coinmencu'd as 
early as possible, so that the school may be open at the end of 1021, or 
earlier, if possible. 

1 am glad that agricultural developmcmi, has also received due attention. 
Four iK'w district agricultural farms are to be (^stablisln^d at a cost of 
Rs. 1,10,000 in pursuanc(‘ of I h(^ scheme for bet ter distribution of improved 
paddy and jute seed. This is a step in the right direction, as the agricul- 
turists are too conservativi',, and as they are steeped in ignorance and jiovtTty, 
they are very reluctant to acca^pt any reforms unless it is demonstraled that 
they would bo able to grow four Idades of corn where they now grow one ; 
and 1 have no doubt they will avail themselves of these advantages. In 
spite of adverse circumstances, some efforts should be made for the cultivation 
of cotton on an extond(‘al scale with a view to make us indopondent, in course 
of time, of obtaining our suj>ply from the sister-provinces, as the mills for 
manufacturing cloth are gradually increasing. I hope this will receive the 
favourable consideration of Government. 

Last year, there was a provision of Rs. 50,000 for the erection of resi- 
dences for additonal Sessions Judges and Munsiffs, but this year they have 
been left out entirely in the shade. As most of the latter have to Jive in 
wretched huts, the scheme for providing them with pucca buildings should 
be steadily followed every year, preference being given to those places where 
pucca buildings are not available, and there are still many such places in the 
mufassal. 

As it is stated in the memorandum under the head of Superannuation, 
that ‘owing to the improvement of the existing rules relating to superannua- 
tion and the retiring pensions of gazetted officers in certain of the civil 
services, recently sanctioned by His Majesty’s Secretary of State for India 
in accordance with the recommendations of the Royal Commission on the 
Public Services in India,’ it is, I think, incumbent upon Government to take 
into consideration the pensions of members of the Provincial Civil Service 
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who are drawing less than Rs. 300 a month, as they find it impossible to 
make two ends meet owing to abnormal rise in the prices of the necessaries 
of life and the excessive cost of living generally. They have devoted the 
best part of their lives to the service of Government and have to maintain a 
position which is not po88il)le under the present economic strain. I hope 
Government will consider their case favourably. 

A welcome feature of the budget is the allotment of Rs. 1,000 to ‘meet 
expenditure in connection with the examination of Vaishnab Philosophy.' 
f have no doubt the elFect of tlee institution of this examination will 1)0 
highly beneficial inasmuch as it will furnish a stimulus to a deeper study 
of the philosophic principles underlying a cult professed by no loss than 
150 millions, or more than half of the Hindu population of India." 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said : — 

“ My Lord, I have no criti(;iHm8 to ofl'er ; on the contrary I congratulate 
the Government on tlu^ statem(3nt sliowing inereased expenditure on so many 
useful objects. 

T desire, howev’^er, with Your Kxctdloncy's permisHion, to offer a few 
observations and suggestions wlnd^h may serve to k(‘ej) alivti sonu^ inttn-est in 
certain matters. 


It is interesting to observt) that on account of tln^ tuifon^od economy 
caus(‘d by th<‘ war, larg(' balances liavt* result ( m 1 which enables the (Jov(n-n- 
ment to devote a large sum to extra expt'iiditure in the coming yc^ar and yet 
leave a very large balance unspent. 

Anotlu'r interesting it(un is the increase of nwenui? by no h‘SH a sum 
than eight lakhs, under tin' leuid of Registration, ‘mainly due to tiu' abnormal 
increase in the value of house property in Calcutta,’ and one wonders whet, her 
this could not be utilised in soim^ way ; foi' instanei*, by j)roviding interest on 
a larger sum, which might be spent in tln^ acquisition of elu^aper lands for 
the benefit of those poorer ])eoph; wlio hav(! sufiered by th(i sjx'culative 
operations of the rich. Your Pixcadleney’s Government have no doubt aln'ady 
noted the unanimous recomiiKindation of the Kents Committee to ac(]uire land 
for building sites. 

There is another matter, which is bound ii}) with the 3 d(‘velopment of 
Calcutta, and I am sorry to say does not api)t‘ar to have rtiacluMl a delinito 
stage* of advancement. I allude to the Grand Trunk Canal j)ro)Tet. This 
pigeon-holing seems to mo to have been thinly veiled under tlie Ilon’ble 
Member for Finance’s statement that ‘owing to the paucity of HUp(*rior 
officers, works in connection witli waterways and drainage f)rojtujtH for which 
provision was made in the (uirrent year’s budget an; not lik(;ly to be. under- 
taken, which accounts mainly for large savings under Minor Works and 
Navigation’. Rut the Grand Trunk Canal is not a minor work. In its 
first inception it was regarded mainly as providing a short route; to Eastern 
Bengal ; but of late years the project has assumed another added impr^rtance, 
inasmuch as it is so intimately bound up with the seh(mi(;s for a greater 
Calcutta. I have visions of some day, when the spoil earth thrown out by 
giant dredgers will fill in the low-lying lands in the vicinity, and provide 
building sites for a new and healthy suburb, where tired denizens of the city 
will be able to approach their havens of rest by their owi* motor-boats. By 
the same token the cost of this project might be reduced by the sale of 
developed lands. I think the public have .some right to expect some definite 
pronouncement on the Grand Trunk Canal scheme after all these years of wait- 
ing, and I hope this matter will receive the serious attention of Government. 

Another matter in which I am interested is the use of the Kinerna in 
education. I am quite aware that our educational quidnuncs are disposed 
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to think that tho education imparted through the medium of the Kineina is 
superficial. It may bo; but ir. may for that very reason prove very valuable 
because of the incentive to imagination, and in affording the relief of colour in 
the drab lives of poor people whose horizon is so very limited. 

I had occasion to call attention to this matter last year. It is not a mere 
passing fancy on my part, and I do not speak without knowledge, for in my 
capacity as one of the film censors I have been much impressed with the avidity 
with which young India flocks to the Kinema shows. Unfortunately, the 
material shown is often unsuitable for tho class of people I have in mind ; 
but educational authorities in England and America are keenly alive to the 
educational qualities of moving pictures, atid are doing much by way of 
producing films specially calculated to serve the purpose of Gdiicating the 
young mind in nature studies, in liygiene, in healthful exercises, in the care 
of the body, in manners and deportment, in housing, in industrial occupations 
and a thousand good things which may bo ])ractised or acquired even by the 
illiterate, ddie Health Officer of the (Jorf)oration and the Sanitary Commis- 
sioner of Bengal are already turning their attention to the collection of 
suitable suigects in their own sphere of interest, and 1 know that Mr. Madan 
and Mr. Ducasse will b(‘. only too pleased to help with their resources to 
produce films of local interest. 


Just think for a moTmmt how even an ignorant person may be made to 
understand ideas in a h'W minutes which would take hours and days of 
painful study to assimilate from books. It is said that the knowledge' gained 
is superficial. If you want to j)n‘pare a fiedd for cultivation your first care is 
to (dear away the jungle and pivpare tin* ('arth for the good seeds. In like 
manmu’ we want, in an uncultival(‘d mind, to ch'ar away tho rank weirds of 
ignorance and supeu’stition and then S(‘t about real cultivation. I claim that 
the Magic Lant(‘rn and the Kinema would do wond(‘rs in tciac'hing the young 
minds to think, in stimulating curiosity and the di^siia^ for knowledges, and to 
suggest some ambition to (‘xcel in sonu‘ occupatieui which will enable them 
to (.aril a good living, or may bc^ to impi'ove^ upon old metliods. 

1 commend tln^se simple ideas to Your Excellency’s Goveumment. There 
is no abstruse probhun involved, but a few inquiries in the right quarter 
might be the means of starting a little scdieme which would grow and 
probably expand into somolhing great and good.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. HIndley said : — 

“ My Lord, it is a matter for satisfaction that the budget gives an 
indication of the desire of Your Excidlency’s Govc^rnment to push on with 
the construction of the new Howrah Bridge. I find that provision has been 
made for the payment of fees to two eminent engineers in connection with 
the designs of tho new bridge, and 1 take it that this means that some 
progress is being made. Much attention is now being directed to the 
pressing problem of the congestion in Calcutta and the economic difficulties 
caused by competition for the available house accomm(3dation. The legisla- 
tion now being undertaken will no doubt relievo some of the immediate 
difficulties, but it can only bo regarded as an emergency measure and cannot 
provide any permanent remedy. The only practical remedies which will 
ensure against a recurrence of the same difficulties in tho future are the 
metluxlical extension of the city into the outlying areas and the provision 
of means of rapid communication with those areas. Your Excellency's 
Goveriimeut have no doubt recognized the necessity of adopting these remedies, 
and we have numerous evidences of Your Excellency's personal interest 
in the future development of Calcutta on broad lines. 
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The temptation to leave posterity to solve its own problems is ^freat, and 
we are sometimes led to think that our present day problems would have 
been easier of solution had our predecessors exercised more forcsiglit and had 
they considered themselves trustees for the future. 


The problems of traffic in this city with which we are now faced and 
with which the (yalcutta Communications Committee are now grappling, as 
well as the difficulties which necessitated the creation of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust, are the outcome cf a shortsighted policy, or perhaps I 
should say the want of any policy in the past in connection with the lay-out 
and width of our streets. 


It is the paramount duty of the present generation to see that, the furthiT 
expansion of our city is planned on such lim^s tliat never again in the future 
will there arise an emergmicy such as that with which we are now faci^tl in 
the housing problem. To secur(‘ tliis end, in my opinion it ds imperative that 
a comprehensive scheme of expansion and devtdopment of tlu^ suburban 
areas should lx* pn‘partxl without delay and Oo-ordinate<l with all hxasible 
methods of passenger transit int(’, out of and within both tin' urban and 
suburban areas. 


* One of the most important works in tins connection is the provision of a 
through main roadway from Calcutta to the (listri(rt of Howrali, wln^re tlnu'e 
is a large area of gof)d land awaiting dt^veiopmont at no great distance from 
Oio heart of the city. This in^cessitatos the imnuMliab^ ladmilding of the 
Howrah Bridge and the provision of a well laid out network of roads connect- 
ing with it on the far side of the riv(‘r. It is unfortunatt* that the war has 
impeded the ))rogress of this work and as an (‘Ugineer 1 may i)(*rhapK he 
pardoned for viewing with hoiik? imyiatienct^ the rather cautious way in which 
Your Excellency’s Government are dealing with the proposals for the new 
bridge. 


Tlie present bridge has long ccxischI to provide* adequate means of com- 
munication between the two sides of tin*, river, and as a structure, it is rapidly 
nearing the end of its normal life. 


In 1909 the necessity for replacing tlui bri<l 4 'e hy an improved structure 
was recognized as being so urgent that the I’ort Commissioners, who an^ 
entrusted with its mainteiience, appoint(Ml a Committees of the most prominent 
engineers in the city to select firms from whorn ele^higns and tenders should 
be called for and to recommend the gtujcral de,sign to lx* adopted. 


In 1912 the designs received as the result of this action were considered 
by this Committee who in the following year determimHl on a mfxJified spr^cifi" 
cation for a iloating bridge which they were satisfif'd would meet all requinj- 
ments. I understand that this specification was submitted to Govern mem t 
and was sufficiently complete to enable tenders to Ixi calh*d for from bridge, 
building firms, and if the war had not interfered with all further progress, 1 
imagine that by this time we should have had our new bridge. 

From this point the responsibility for further progress rested with 
Crovernment, and it was unfortunate that the delay which the war caused 
gave an opportunity for another expert to come on the scene who was in 
favour of a single span design as against the floating bridge des'gn previously 
accepted as satisfactory. The subsequent history of the matter or all thal 

3 
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is known to the public is contained in the following letter from Your Excel- 
lency’s Government to the Bengal Cliaml)er of Commerce : — 

‘The report of Mr. Basil Mott, who visited Calcutta in the cold 
weather in 19 1 (>-17. was not received until November 1918. 
Mr. Mott’s report, which was in favour of a single span bridge 
was not sufficiently detailed to enable the Ifcngal Government 
to come to a decision on tlie matter at issue ; and therefore 
subsequent negotiations regarding the preparation of more 
complete technical details were made. It is understood that 
Mr. Mott will visit Japan during the present winter, and nego- 
tiations are also in progress with a view to invite him to come 
to Calcutta and discuss matters personally and give his viewa 
to the professional advisers of Government. 

(2) On the other hand, negotiations have been made with Sir Bradford 

Leslie for the submission of complete drawings for a floating 
bridge ; and it is expected that these will be received during 
the current calendar year. 

(3) It will thus appear that Government are desirous of obtaining the 

fullest particulars regarding both types of design, namely, a 
single span arch bridge and a floating bridge, before coming to- 
a decision as to which type of bridge would combine most 
advantage's under the mod('rn conditions of the TIooghly.’ 

I do not wish to criticise the desire to explore every possible alternative 
before coming to a d(H;ision on this most important matter, but I think it is 
legitimates to ask wludher it is likely that the best scheme in such a case 
would emanate from the engineers who formed the ('ommittee who reported 
in 1913 or from either of the two eminent engineers who an* now i)oing 
consulted. On the one hand, we have engiiKMu-s at the lauid of the ))rofession 
in India and with many years’ experience of local conditions and practical 
experience of bridge building, namely. Sir Robert Highet. Sir Robert Gales, 
the late Mr. John Scott and Mr, McCabe. On the other hand, we have Sir 
Bradford Leslie, who n^tired from India in 1887 and is now approaching his 
8')th year, and Mr, Basil Mott, wdio luas already given one opinion which it 
has been found necessary to ask him to elucidat(‘ by giving another. 

I wish to pay every res})e(*t to the venerable Engineer, Sir Bradford 
Leslie, to whom Calcutta owes one of its most precious of ancient monuments, 
the present Howrah Bridge, and if a floating bridge is built over the Hooghly I 
believe it will be largely due to his energetic advocacy of tiiis type of bridge. 
But my Lord one is tem| ted to ask if there arc no engineers left in India. 

The engineers of India have never yet found a river which they have not 
been able to bridge, and I venture to say that if a river similar to the river 
Hooghly had stood in the way of a railway project, the railway would have 
taken it in its stride. 

The Technical Advisers to Your Excellency’s Government appear to- 
want a little heartening up in the matter, and if they want a practical sugges- 
tion. I respectfully suggest that the specification prepared by the Committee 
of engineers in 1913 be made public and that tenders be called for in 
accordance with that specification from experienced firms of bridge builders^ 
ill Great Britain and elsewhere. 

I believe that the adoption of this course would result in Calcutta beings 
provided with a new bridge 12 months earlier than under the present proposals, 
and I recommend it to Your Excellency’s Government as one important step- 
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towards the expansion of Calcutta and the removal of iln* congt'Stion which 
is causing so much public concern to-day.*’ 


The Hen’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur said : — 

“My Lord, since my election to this (h)uncil, the irrigation and iniprovo- 
inent of canals and khals in East Bengal have hecm tlie principal matters to 
which I have earnestly tried to draw tln^ attention of (lovcrnminit by repeattnl 
interpellations. On several ociaasions, 1 liad the honour of addn^ssing the 
Oouncil on the importance of this suhp'ct. But the Oov(*rninent do not appear 
to have paid that amount of attention to it which it deserves. Last year the 
Government allotted Us. 50, (KH) for the Dolaiand Tulsi khals in Dacca. Ihit 
now I understand that no action was taken to giv’^e eflVn’it to th(' proposal, 
which is very much to he regretted. In reply to my last year’s hndget speech 
the Hon’hle Mr. (Jununing was ph‘ased to say ‘that t^xperitmee has shown 
that in the commence iiKnit of sucdi projects as the Dolai khal and the new 
navigable route from the Pudma to t lie Dhalesvari oxpenditun' (*annot 
pr()C(‘ed at a rapid rate ; and tln^ amounts which have btsm allotted for the 
present financial year ar.‘ meant primarily for land acspiisition and othm* 
pndiminarii'S.’ During tin* last Dacca s(‘ssion, 1 inim-pellati^d the (lovinm- 
ment to (consider t Ik^ (h^sirability of ('stal>lishing a waterways division in East 
Bengal with Dacca as its hoa<lquart ers. 'PIk' Ilon’bh' Mr. ('owh^y on b(‘half 
of (jrovernimmt replied that ‘ tln^ (piestion has alreacly b(‘(m nsteiving the 
attention of the Gov(e*nment and that wlnm th(' proi»*cts investigated 1)V 
Rai S. N. B amn'jo^ Bahadur matuia^ the maintenance ol sn(!h proji^'ts will 
fornr the nii(;h‘Us of a ptnanammt waterways division.’ But absolnti'Jv no 
provision has bcMUi made in this year’s Imdget for those khals and nothing has 
b(‘(m doiH' to establish a waterways division at Dac(*a. I am glad that a 
wat(‘rways division has rcHamlly b(*(‘n estalilisln'd at Khulna, but the watio-- 
ways of East B(‘ng.d, which st ami in need of imnitMliatt^ improveimmt , have 
b(H‘n left entiridy in tlu‘ (U)ld. Fh*^ attitude of the (jovernmimt towiu'ds 
tdiis much-iK'eded ndorm si’cms to la* incompiadn'iisibh*. 

My Lord, I have b(u*ii insisting on this matter for a long time and for 
very good reasons. The canals ami khals of East Bengal ar(* gradually drying 
up to tlie very great incon veni(*aiC(^ of the people to whom they are tin; only 
mode of communication. Tlie improvem(*nt of the.si* waterways is also 
necessary for the purposes of irrigation and sanitation, d'ln* fjovernment 
must be fully aware of the havoc caused by malaria and kindnMl (liHcas(*s in 
our country. We are thankful to Your Excellency that tin* improV(>ment 
of public health forms om* of the primupal it(‘ms of reform of I lie, 
Oovornment. I venture to say that if tin* riovernment vvere more attentive^ 
to the subject. East Bengal would hav(* Ixien comparativ(dy less liable to 
the annual ravages of cholera and malaria than at present. 


My Lord, the difficulty and hardship experienced by people in travelling 
over my part of the country with canals and khals gradually silting up an; 
possibly not fully appreciated by tin; Glov(;rnment. For some time past 
railway projects in the Dacca district are in the air such as Dacca to Aricha 
vifi Manikganj and Munshiganj to Aricha. It may be that on account of 
these projects the Government have put off tin; qu(;Htion of improving these 
canals and khals. Railways, my Lord, are good in their own way, but they 
should not be allowed to interfere with the scheme for improving the canals 
and khals. Tinprovemenr of waterways will benefit a much larger area and 
serve a greater number of people, es])ocially the agriculturists, than the 
Railways. East Bengal ia prirnupally a land of rivers and khals and railways 
can never by themselves solve the difficulty of communication. If tin; 
Government cannot on financial consideration give effect to both at present, 
it is desirable that the railway projects should be postponed. 

3 A 
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On my last year’s budget speech the Hon’ble Mr. Gumming was pleased 
to say ‘ that the levy of toll on all boat traffic in these water channels is- 
indefensible on principle.’ 1 never suggested any tax on all water channels 
but on ‘ silted-up khals only.’ I may mention here that such a tax even 
now is levied on boats that pass through Dolai khal. 1 reiterate what I 
said last year that nobody will grudge a small tax if khals are improved. 
On the contrary, people will consider a freely navigable canal a great boon 
even if a toll is levied, as they now have to incur greater expenditure and 
experience greater inconvenience due to the khals becoming gradually silted 
up. 


My Lord, last year I objected to the spending of a huge sum for 
building magnificent hostels, etc. 1 am glad the Government have set 
apart a much lesser sum this year for that purpose. But I must affirm 
what I said then, that we do not want imposing hostels furnished with 
unneco8sar*y costly paraphernalia. For tlie boarders being .mostly boys of 
poor parents imbibe habits of luxury which are apt to spoil their careers in 
life. 


My Lord, 1 view with alarm ihe general increase in the pay and 
pension of the Indian and provincial services in the country. This increased 
expenditure will be a great handica)) 0)i our province which will occupy 
financially a very weak position when th(' Reformed Oouncils will come 
into existence. Besides, when we expect the higher departments of the 
public service to be gradually Indianised there is no reasoir why the eiuolu’* 
ment of tlu'se services should be enhanced. In no country of the world are 
the Civil Services in re(‘eipt of such exorbitant salaries, and in a | oor 
country like India with the calls u];on its purse for various measures of 
social reform, a retrencliment in this direction is specially desirable and 
necessary. But I neverlheless plead for the betternjcnt of th(' ])ro8pects of 
the subordinate services and Ihe ministerial estabJishments. They can ill 
afford to stand the stress of liigh prices. I am son*y to observe that the 
Government are not paying that attention to i hese poor servants of State 
whicli th(*y deserve. 


My Lord, we have long been praying for a Medical College and Agri- 
cultural Colleger ' at Dacca. Now that the Dacca Univeu’sity Bill has 
been passed incorporating these two college's, we earnestly appeal to Your 
Excellency’s Government to establish those colleges as soon as possible.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

“My Lord, it is customary in the Council to bo permitted to speak 
on the various items in the annual budget estimates. I have to offer a few 
remarks on tlie several heads provided therein. 

Head No. 22 . — The total amount of expenditure is Rs. 19,39,872. 


It is a matter of satisfaction that there is a provision of Rs. 6,00,000 for a 
technical school site and Rs. 31,000 for a technical school hostel at 
Kanchrapara. There is a further proposal for the ppening of manual train* 
ing classes in 20 classes. On the head of Primary Education in the mufassaU 
the provision of 1 lakh is insufficient, but the result of the discussion in th^ 
Council is very cheering. The provision of stipends to pupil-teachers is not 
encouraging. On the general head Education, I may, be permitted to say 
that the secondary education schemes, which have been sanctioned for Bengal,. 
Bihar and Orissa, contemplate the creation of a District Inspector in the 
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Provincial Service in each district, the posts of Assistant Inspector beiufif 
absorbed ill the new grade {vide Progress of Education of India of 1912). 
In the budget estimates tliis is lost sight of. 

By the promotion of a number of officorfi in tlie Lower Subordinate) 
Education Service in connection with the imf»roveon(Mit of secondary educa- 
tion, a large number of poorl}" paid deservintr othcers have got an increase of 
pay for which thanks are due to Government. We notice that a Biiiall 
number of men, viz., clerks in tlie otlices of the Inspectors of Schools and of 
the Deputy Inspectors of Schools as well as Assistant Sub-Inspectors, remain 
unproiiioted. Tlieir cases deserve the (‘oiisideration of (L)vernment, and 
Government are solicited to take immediate st(*ps to alleviate their distressed 
condition. 

I understand a scheme has been made and vSanctione<l by Governinmit 
for providing a new and im{)roved tyjn^ o[ guru- and moallim- training schools 
with subordinate teaclnn-s on Its. 30 per month. There are sidiools of 
this type at Hooghly, Hankurn and sonn* other districts, but the subordinate 
teachers are not getting Rs. 30 per month. They are now rawing Rs. 18 per 
month. There is a larg(‘ number of j^uru-t raining schools in the jn-ovince 
which are proposed to gradually abolished with the establishnumt 
of a now and improved style of scln>ols but at the rate at whicdi th(^s(‘ are 
being established now, it is clear that it will tak(^ a long time to abolish the 
('xisiing schools. The salary of th(‘ teachers of l lu‘ schools is most wrt'tched. 
Most vjf tin*- teachers hold permaneni appointments. The question is — What is 
to be doin^ for the increase of the pay of these otKcers until the abolition of 
the schools. 

24 B — Sanitation. — 1 congratulate Government for providing a largo sum 
on the h(‘ad Sanitation. Since I hav(^ joined tln^ (\)nncd,asa repia^sentative of 
the District Boards of the Hurd wan Division, the aim of Government has been 
to steadily increase the cxj)(mditur(^ on Sanitation. The public c(‘sh and 
augmentation grant have been made 0 V(U* to District Boards. There Is a good 
deal of mitliusiasm in l(Kaal bodies to appropriatt^ adecpiatf^ sums for excavat- 
ing tanks. Had it not been for the provisions in H(^ction 9ll of tin.* Local 
Solf-Go\*ernment Act, tlu; ellorts of the District Boards would hav<^ been more 
successful. Tlie Villag(* Local S(df-(L)vernment Act has Ixnm hailed with 
delight by the rural population. expect tln^ cO“Op(‘ration of the abstmloe 

zamindars in this matter. Government have taken a gn?at d<*al of intei-est 
in sanitation, and the [ oople of Bengal arc thankful to Your Excellency’s 
Government. The Village Local Self-Govinmnumt Act is a great sanitary 
measure. TIk^ responsibility li(*s upon the people ttieinsidvo'.s in looking 
after the sanitation of their own localities. 

Regarding the provision of Rs. 12,500 on tin* head River Pollution, I 
have a few words to say. I am tohl tliat Government are making inquiries 
on the subject. 1 trust the result of these inquiries will be favourable to the 
strong view which I take for stojiping the discharge of septic tanks in to the 
river. My Lord, ask any man who lives in the riparian municipalities and 
he will tell Your Excellency that the pollution of the river is chiefly duo to 
the discharge of septic tanks. There were 39 mills in existence and recently 
many more have been added. 

Your Excellency’s- Government are taking steps to drive away malaria 
from Bengal. Silted rivers are the depository of stagnant water, unhealthy 
tanks and dovaSy want of drainage of villages are a standing nuisance from 
a sanitary point of view. 

In the Burdwan Division the river Saraswati needs looking after. I notice 
that only Rs. 40,090 has been kept in the budget from the Imperial grant. 
The Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Bill is an effort on behalf 
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of Government to make Bengal free from malaria and insanitation. The 
people of Bengal are much indebted to Your Kicollency’s Government for this 
measure. ” 


The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Cthandra Chakrabartti said 

“ My Lord, as 1 had had no opportunity of being present in this Council 
during the debate on the budget in its earlier stages, and as according to 
the rules of business I am precIinJed from moving any resolution regarding 
the modification or inclusion of any item of expenditure at this final stage, 
1 will content myself in bringing tu the notice of the Council and Your 
Excellency’s Government a few matters which affect the part of the 
province from which I have the honour to come. 


The districts of Dacca and Mymensingh are interspersed with some l>ig 
rivers such as the Hramahputra, »)amuna, Padma, Dhaleswari, Huriganga and 
Lakhyaand innumerable small rivers and khals. 'Phe Brahmaputra is well nigh 
dead and the others including t he mighty Padma are showing signs of rapid 
decay. The river Buriganga, upon wliicli the city of Dacca stands, has largely 
silted up during the last years and the portion of the river up the city to 
its source from the Dhaleswari remains closed to all sorts of traffic for six 
months in tlu^ year. The condition of tlu^ Dhaleswari itself is the same, so 
that even small country boats cannot pass throughout for al»out S(‘,ven months in 
the year. ’Pho health and prosperity of the rural areas deiiemi upon these 
rivers. The question of water-supjily is also intimately coniie(;ted woth them. 
Two years ago an Executive Engim^er was deputed to Dacca to maki^dn vesti- 
gatioTi and formulate schemes for the improvtmieiit of some of the rivers. 
After the completion of his work he has been transh'rred (‘Isewhere, and it is 
not known what became of the schemes. It is not possible to concedve the 
disaster that will follow the extinction of the rivers. It is for all th(‘se 
reasons a River Improvement Division, with an export engint^er at its 
head, is very urgently needed at Dacca, and J request Your Excellency’s 
Governmont to kindly consider whether it will be possible to do so 
during the course of the year and before it becoim^s too late 


It is well known that the city of Dacca has very highly congested areas. 
Its sanitary condition is also not what it should b(‘. Its population in 1872 
was 68,595 and in 1911 it was 108,551, and taking 10,u()0 as the average rate 
of increase in a-deeade, its population is now probably about 118,000. With 
the establishment of the University its population is likely to rise to about 
125,000 in the near future. With tire exception of one or two thoroughfares, 
the rest of i\u) stri'ets and lam^s are too narrow. They are almost of the same 
width as they were perhaps in the days of Islam Khan, Mir Jumla and 
Shiasta Khan. The increase of wheeled traffic including motor-cars has 
made these narrow and tortuous streets and lanes positively dangerous to 
foot passengers. The underground sewerage, which has just been commenced, 
will only partially solve the question of a complete System of efficient drainage. 
There are quarters in the town in which filth of ages have accumulated with- 
out any prospect of removal. Insanitary ditches and nalas full of stagnant 
water and discharges from drains breed mosquitoes for which the city is 
notorious. Notwithstanding all these drawbacks the town is spreading north- 
east and west an<l innumerable buildings are being constructed every year 
in the midst of highly congested areas. There is no building regulation, no 
systematic plans of house building and laying out of surface drains. Dis- 
tances with the spreading of the town are becoming great every year with no 
means of communication. Tramway lines are impossible through the narrow 
and twisted streets. With the establishment of the University the difficulties 
of comrnunication will be felt much keener. An Improvement Trust under 
these circumstances is urgently necessary. It will not be a losing concern at 
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kll as demands lor lands are groat, which are bought and sold at higii prices, 
ihe sale of excess lands are likely to cover all outlays. I would therefore 
inquest Your Excellency’s Governinont to seriously consider the feasibility of 
In Improvement Trust for the city of Dacca which boasts as tlie second 
capital and city of the province. 


My Lord, the people of Dacca are glad that the Dacca University Bill lias 
been passed into law, and that the Univt‘rsity is going to be started within 
i short timt\ The people of Dacca are pressing for the establishment of a 
Medical College, an Engineering College and Agricultural College and a 
rechnological College in connecti(»n with the University. In their o[)inion 
die University without these collog(‘8 will not give them anything nnin^ than 
what they havi* get. This no doubt will be the case if the University is 
i^tarted with the existing colh^ges only, ddie quality of education impartinl 
in a residential University may be a great aHs<^t, but the great problem of 
supplying suitable vocations to our youiigmen will not be solved unb‘ss the 
aforesaid colleges are established. I liopi* and irust that endeavours will be 
made to start these colleges soim after the University c-omos into being. 

'riie rural areas in Bengal are notorious for insanitation and (q)idi‘mic 
diseasijs, such as cholera, small-pox, inlluenza and malaria, d’lie people suiler- 
ing from these diseases eit her go without any m(*dical reliid or are at tlu^ merely 
of (quicks or untrained village doctors, 'riu^ District Boards an^ supposed to 
be supplying me licines ami doctors, but it is impossible toexpect that with the 
limited resources at their hand they would lie abh‘ to cope witli th(‘ diunand. 
The establishment of disfHmsarh^s moans a great initial ex[)enditure, and the 
cost of maintenance of such disptuisaries is also v(*ry great. Unless some 
schemes an^ formulated to train doctors of a lower (pialification and tistablisb 
dispensaries of a (;ht;ap(^r type, it will be impossibh^ for tln^ District Boards to 
provide medi(;al ndiid’ to any appreciable extent. A proposal was made some 
time ago to impart imulical edue.ation in vernacular. I am not awan* what 
became of that |)ro[)osal, but I think tliis is a very goo I Hugg(‘Htion for having 
a olass of medical men who, with a shorter jx^riod of training Und in lessrT 
number of subjects, may bt^ trained in schools specially estaf^lisluMl for tlu^ 
purpose. Schools for training these (dass of doctors may b(‘ operuM) in such 
mufassal districts where thvrr ar(‘ suitahh* hospitals. Om; such school may 
be started at Myimuisingh where a fin(3 building has latoly b(‘en constriicti'd. I 
have no doubt that the zairiindars of MynKuisingli, who liavt^ always be(m 
Irnown and respecdod for their lilierality, will not be slow to <‘ndow an institu- 
tion which will do such immense bem^fit to the rural {Kipulation. Tin* course) 
of training may extend to two or threje years, and some of the branches 
in which the students of the (Jamnbell Medical Sclioeil and the Dacca School 
of Medicine are taught may be omitted. In such a case^ the cost of main- 
tenance of 8ueh schools may not be great. I am fully aware that medical 
men of low qualification may not be a very de^^sirable class of persons. 
But if we consider the vast number of poofile who suffer and die without 
any medical help, thou doctors of a lower type of qualification may be 
considered a boon. Moreover, these doctors after leaving the selicK)! will 
no doubt improve their status and knowledge by experience and private 
studies. Hospitals too of a cheaper and less elaborate type costing much 
less initial expenditure may be established throughout the country. Eor all 
these considerations I will earnestly request Your Excellency to make an 
experiment of two or three s(diooIs of this type in some of the mufassal 
districts daring the course of the year. 


A railway line from Dacca to Aricha opposite Goalundo is a thing for 
which the people of Dacca are making repeated and earnest prayer for more 
than 30 years. Owing to the silting up of the rivers Dhalleswarl and 
Buriganga there is a total want of any means of coirimunicadon between 
Dacca and the western part of the district for the greater portion of t#he 
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year. Suflferings of the people, who have once to make a journey to this 
part of th^ Dacca district, know no bounds. The necessir.y of a railway line 
between Dacca and Aricha has been admitted on all hands. There is no 
doubt of a financial security and profit. So long it was suspected that the 
sanction to the construction of this line was withheld for the benefit of the 
India General Navigation and the Rivers Steam Navigation Companies, who 
have got the monopoly of traffic between Narainganj and Goalundo by steamers 
and who, it was feared, would lose the huge profit they now derive if a 
railway line between Dacca and Aricha were opened, which means a much 
shorter and cheaper route. Recently a new objection has been raised, namely, 
that the proposed railway line would contribute to the insanitation of the 
area through which it would pass by obstructing the free passage of water. 
A deputation of the residents of Dacca, which waited upon Your Excellency 
in August last, thoroughly explained to Your P^xcellency the hollowness 
of this novel objection. A very rich man of the Dacca district has asked for 
sanction to float a company for this railway. The District Board of Dacca 
has recommended and the Divisional Commissioner has lent his support to it. 
It is about a year since this requisition for sanctionh as been forwarded to Your 
Excellency’s Government, but it is not known whether it has been rejected 
or forwanled to the Railway Board. The construction of this line will open 
up a vast area of the district which remains closed to all sorts of traffic for 
more tlian half tlu*. year. It will tap a vitv rich jute-prcxlucing tract and 
command a passenger and goods traffic, wliich will make it a highly profitable 
(;oncern. It will make the journey from Dacca to Calcutta shoiter by several 
hours. By according sanction to it the Government will risk nothing and 
lose nothing. Yet it is not understood why the Government is still hesitating. 

I humbly pray Your Excellency will give your personal attention to this matter. 


'Fhe little town of Munshiganj, which is the headquarters station of the 
Munshiganj sub-division in the district of Dacca, is full of insanilary ditches, 
so mucli so that it has been found impossible to initiate a rtigular conservancy 
system there. Mr. Birley, the then District Officer of Dacca, sent a scheme 
to 1 he Sanitary Ci.anmissioner on the Ttli January 1911 for the improvement 
of the sanitation of the Munshiganj town. After the inspection of the town by 
the Deputy Sanitary Commissioner, the Sanitary Commissioner requested the 
Sanitary Engineer to arrange for the necessary survey works and prepare an 
estimate. Accordingly a scheme was prepared with an estimate of Rs. 2i),130. 
It was then arranged by Mr. Birley that the District Boaril would provide 
Rs. 10, 000 and the Government would be asked to contribute the remainder 
of the estimated cost, namely, Rs. 19,130. A requisition was accordingly sent 
to the Sanitary Board through the Divisional Commissioner for the sanction of 
the scheme. But the Sanitary Engineer, who is also the Secretary to the Sani- 
ary Board, intimated t ht' Divisional Commissioner by his letter No. 341 S. — B., 
dated the 5th November 1915, that, in view of the financial situation prevailing 
at the time, the Board did not consider that time as opportune for recom- 
mending the sanction of the Government to the scheme which required so large 
a proportionate grant from Provincial revenues. Since then the project has been 
kept in abeyance. I would now request Your Excellency’s Government to 
consider whether the time has not come when the contribution might be 
made from the Provincial revenue so that the scheme might be taken up. 


The insanitary condition of tlie subdi visional area of Manikganj in the 
district of Dacca and the town of Tangail in the district of Mymersingh is 
too notorious to recapitulate. It may suffice to say that the former is the 
hot bed of malaria, cholera and influenza, so much so that its death-rate far 
exceeds the birth-rate. Its natural drainage system has been much affected 
by the gradual silting up of rivers, khals and bils. With regard to Tangail, 
it may be remembered that while the question of a headquarters station of a 
ne\^^ district was considered by the Government, the town of Tangail, although 
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was in other respects found to be a suitable place, was discarded inaiiil}' on 
f,account of its highly insanitary condition. Attention of the Ooverniuent 
ifeas been drawn by an Hon’ble Member of this Council to the insanitary 
wndition of tlie subdivisionaJ area of Manikganj and the town of 'langail. 
1 vvoiiJd therefore request the Covernment to undertake to make a sanitary 

snrvf'v and prepare schemes for the sanitary iinprovenieiit of these two 
places. 


It may be within the memory of the Council that tlie District .Adminis- 
tration Committ(>e recommended the partition of the district of Dacca into 
two. Jliey recommended that the sadar and Manikganj subdivisions should 
remain as one district with Us headquarters at Dacca, and that the Naraiii- 
ganj and Munshiganj subdivisions should form into another district with 
wltli Its headquarters at Narainganj. Tliere is no knowing wliether the 
proposed jiartition should at all be undertaken and, if so. wlmn. It Is now 
iindei'sto()d that the loc‘al authorities have reeoiniiuoided th(‘ partition of 
the district on another basis. In their opinion, it Is understoo I the best 
way to partition the district would be to keep the sadar and the Narain- 
gaii] subdivisions together with Dacca as the headquarters and to make the 
Munsliigan.i and Manikganj sulidivisions into anotlim- district with a m-w 
headquarters to be selected l.y them. My Lord, 1 am not in favour of 
5'*^ 'In, •’*' Pi‘'-td.ion nor in favour of the partition 

itsell. Ihe principal argument of the District Administration ('omniittec 
in HfOonnnonding the partition was on iho assumption that the (diar^n* 
of the district upon one District Officer was too heavy. Admitting tluit 
il was so 1,1 1912 and 19i;b it is to be considered whether it is so in 
1920 or will It be so a few' years hence when the partition may at all be 
taken up in iiand. llecently I lie District Officer lias been given miieli ivlief 
by the appointment of a non-official Chairman of the District Board. .Much 
of the luiiction ()f the District Officer devolves upon tlie Additional Disiriet 
Magistrate. I’lic heavy expenditure that will be reipiired to make a new 
ihstrict headquarters and the recurring charges of in.aintaining anew disiriet 
will far out wmgli the consideration of a siippirsod officiency of adminisi ration 
ly hiiviij^ two districts instead of one.’’ 

[The Hon’Iilc Member having exceeded the time-limit bad to rusnme 
ills scat.] 

The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar said : — 

Your Kxcellcncy, J desire to offer niy siiieio’est congratulations to 
I our hxcelloney s Governnient on the practical aoconijilishrrHuit of tlu* ]on^>“ 
pendin^^ scheine of a teaching and residential University at Dacoa for which 
a suhstantial allotment has been made in the budget for tlie pi-csciit y(‘ar. 

1 litu'e in an almost unlimited scope for expansion of facilities lor highci* 
education in the country. We all hope that the foundation ol a second 
University in Bengal will help the diffusion of knowledge^ to the widest 
possfble extent in the presidency. 1 trust that in addition to the FaeulnVs of 
Arts, Scienei^ and Law the Dacca University will have the Faculties of 
Medicine and Agriculture in the near future. 

Another important matter in which Your Kxeellency’s rTovm-iniHuit have 
taken a decisive stop forward is teclinical education. During the short space 
of a year two schemes having for their object the imparting of education in 
mechanical engineering may he said to have materialized. Yhesf* are, first, 
fhe Kancharpara Apprentices’ Tenchnical School, started by the Eastern 
Bengal Railway authorities, at which tu’ovision has been made for 
tu*aining of a number of Indian and Anglo-Indian youths and. ‘•('eoinlly the 
rechnical Institute to be started in Calcutta, which the Hon’l>lc Mr. llornell 
expects will eventually develop into a fully equippe*! lechnologie.al institute. 
Ihe grants made in the present budget for both these scIkutips. as also for 

1 
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the Engineering College at Sibpur, show that Your Excellency is determined 
to wipe our tlie ciiarge levelled against Government of continued neglect of 
one of the most important branches of education. 

I cannot, however, congratulate the Department of Public Instruction on 
the provision for the education of girls in the province. It is true that a 
sum of Rs. 10,000 has been allotted for the establishment of a Central 
Pardanashin Hindu School in Calcutta and another sum amounting to 
Rs. 50,000 for I Ik* improvcunont of Betliune College, but those allotments are 
quit(' inadequate. They fail I o sjitisfy even a fraction of the present needs. 
The results of the experiment of a Pardanashin School will be awaited with 
interest. With ref(u*ence to the grant for the Hethune Colh*ge, the Hon'ble 
Mr. Hornell. in introducing the Education Budget, said that it was proposed 
with tliis amount to relieve the existing congestion in the class-rooms by 
means of buildings of a temporary nature and to cairy out some expansion 
of the work of the collegr^ We have no information about the nature of the 
expansion of llio work of the college that the Director of Public Instruction 
has in view, as also the amount that will be available for the purpose after 
the congestion in the class-nx)m8 has been relieved. It appears to me, 
however, that the most pressing need of the college is the provision of 
teaching of physics and c.hemistry in the intermediate stage. The absence 
of such teaching is actually preventing many of our vvomen-students from 
joining our medical colleges. 

Your Excellency, it would serve no useful purpose if I wore to recite a 
long list of the needs of the Calcutta University. We are all grateful to 
Government for the additional grants t hat they have made lo the Univ(*rsity. 
My excuse for |)ressing uj)On Your Excellency’s notice som(^ of tdie wants of 
the Univt^sity, is that they are of the most urgent nature. One of these 
iKM'ds is additional accommodation. The fish market has been acquired for 
the Univ(‘rsity but we liave no funds to begin building operations on it. The 
accommodation for the post-graduate classes is most inadequate'; the library 
needs ex[)ansion and the press requires more space ; atid what is more 
serious it will not be possible for us to utilize propiudy Sir Rash Bohari 
Ghosh’s re(*ent princely gift so long as funds are not available for providing 
further accommodation for the extension of the work of the University Collegf^ 
of Science. I appeal to Your Excellency with all the* eanu'stness at my 
command to com(^ to the rescue of the University and thus remove the im- 
pression created in the public mind, which ascribes the financial straits of the 
University to the unfriendly attitude of the Local Government. 

In this connection, I would like to invite the attention of Government to 
a small matter. It appears that while the Presidency College and the 
Calcutta Medical College are allowed lo use alcohol duty free for their 
laboratories, the University College of Science is treat(Hl in a difterent way. 
Is it too much to expect equality of treatment for the University College of 
Science with the other two colleges ? 

While thanking Your Excellency’s Government for the new allotments in 
this year’s budget under the head Medical,” and particularly for the grant 
of 4 lakhs to the Carmichael Medical College, I cannot help observing that the 
provision for meeting the growing demand for qualified medical practitioners 
in Bengal is not at all commensurate with the requirements o£ this presidency. 
The establishment of a medical school at Burdwan would, of course, aftbrd 
some relief, but this touches merely the fringe of a vast problem. In a 
statement supplied by the Bengal Council of Medical Registration to the 
Calcutta University Commission, it was shown that in March, 1919, outside 
Calcutta, leaving out of account the holders of English medical degrees, and 
the small number of medical men employed on tea-gardens, jute-mills, coal- 
fields, etc., there was only one medical graduate or qualified practitioner of 
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; the assistant surgeon class’ for every 181,000 persons, and one of ‘the 
^ub-assistaut surgeon class ’ for every 48,000 poi-sons. d'he nunibor of 
^registered practitioners of both classes was one for .*58,000 for Ihoigul outside 
Calcutta and Hihar and Orissa. These figures tell tlnur own talc. It has, 
jbowever, to be noted that the field of medical practice is not vacant. The 
province is overrun by a large army of quacks and non“descrif)ts, and in view 
of the recent recrudescence of reactionary lendeneies in certain (]uuters, 
which unfortunately receive at times support from (Government, it is impera- 
tive that efforts should be made to multiply as quickly as possible tlie numl)er 
of medical schools for instruction in the scientific system of medicine. The 
time is opportune, and any scheme that (Governni<*nt may adopt for the wider 
spread of medical education may be (‘xpt^cted to receive hearty co-op(‘rat ion 
from non-official members of the medical profession and niatt*iial assistaiuie 
from the general public. In the abseiKH^ of any deiinite sclnnnt's tb (3 sj>n“it of 
co-operation is likely either to stagnate or g(‘ntrate futile but miscdiit'vous 
rivalry and th(‘ sources of material help an^ lik(dy to be div(M*ted to other 
channels. I submit that such schemes ma‘d n»)t be vei'v ('Nj)ensi\'e as tin' 
existing resources in tlit‘ sliaf)(‘ of mufassal bosjntals and* dispeiisaru'.'s and 
the services of non-official medical men may bo advaiit agt‘ously utilized for 
such a purpose. 

In vi(*w of the absence of any facdbties for IIh^ i(M(‘lnng of dmitistry 
anywhere in India, and having n^gard to tlu' iK*cessity of pract it iomn-s in this 
line, it was (‘xjieettHl that ( iovernmeiit would take steps for (‘^t ablisliing a 
School of Dentistiy in connection with the ( 'alcutta M('di(‘al ( ’olb^gr at. tln^ 
earliest possible opportunity. It is a matter of V(‘ry gn^at disappomtim iii 
that no provihion has been made for any scheme fur tli(‘ teaching of I li is 
subject. 

ddie thanks of the eommiinity are du(‘ to Your Excelli‘n(‘y for your kind 
int(*re8t in the cause of mati'rnity and child-welfare, for which an allotmoni 
of Jls. 80. 000, has bemi madt^ in tln^ bu<lget. how(‘ver, the sii nation 

urgently d(‘mands is a j)rovision for th(‘ training of a (dass of l;idy hr.'dth 
visitors and a much larger luimixn' of midwiv(‘s. It is abo neci^ssary to mak(' 
arrangement s for imparting elementary training to as many as j)f)ssihl«' of 
our 15,000 indigenous dais. Further, maternity brumes and baby (dlnics 
should be started for the purpose of affording relief to suffering mothrrs and 
children as well as for providing facilities for training mid wives and 1 idy 
healtli visitors. Any steps tliat Oovornimmt may take in this matter arc^ 
sure to receive tlio support of the public from whom substantial assistance 
may bo expected.” 


rhe Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said : — 

My Lord, this is the last budget umhu* the Minto-Morley Hefornis. The, 
system of receiving doles from the Government of India will eeasf*. We aie 
still in the dark in what way the decision of the qinestdon of linaneial settle- 
ment between Your Lordship’s Govf'rnmcnt and tlie Government of India 
will be arrived at by the Meston (Jommitte(^ We simi ly ask for jnsticM and 
fair treatment at the hands of the members of that Committee. 

I do not want to enter into a criticism of the whole budget, l)Ut I slnmld 
like to touch upon only a few of the important items. 


Medical College Hostel. 

The provision of a sum of Rs. 4,30,000 for land for a medical students 
hostel in Calcutta will give satisfaction to all. Since the year J918 1 have 
advocated the establishment of a hostel for the stu lents of the Medical 
College. I am glad that a beginning in this direction is going to be made this 

rear. 
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Crimlnill Investigation Department expenditure. 


Now that tlie political priwonors have been released and the ebullition 
of temper of Bome of our young men has calmed down, it behoves the Govern- 
ment if not to completely aboliali the Criminal Investigation Department of 
the Police, at least to reduce the expenditure on this head lo the lowest 
limit possible. I hope and trust Government will be pleased to make a 
sympathetic pronouncement on this head of expenditure. 


Kidderpore Bridge. 


It appears that some mom^-y has been allotted foi* the Kidderpore Bridget 
It was in the beginning of Septemlan*. 1918, that the bri lg(‘ was condemned and 
was (;los(id to rrallic. We can see very little progress mad(i in th(‘ construc- 
tion of tln^ l)ridg(‘ The public press have been loud in their condemnation 
of tile slow progress made in its construction. 1 have brought to the notice of 
the authorities tlie inconvenience to which the public have been put. Every- 
thing has l)('en put down to the war — the unfortunate war — ste(‘ls cannot be 
had. engin(5(‘rs cannot be found to prepan^ designs, mistaki^s in calculation, etc. 
We are now told that it will take another eight(‘en months for th(‘ comph'tlon 
of the bridge. When first in September, 1918. the bridge was pronounccMl 
unsafi^ and it was closed,! asked those who are responsibh^ for tht^ i>ridg(‘ how 
long it would take for the construction of a now one. 1 was told it would 
rake about \2 months. Since then I have inquired probably half a dozmi 
times and have invariably be(*n told that it would take about a year, /.c., in 
S(q>tember, 1918, I was told that it would take about a year, thret* months 
aftm* 1 w'as told the same thing,' nine months after tin* same thing, a year 
aft('r the sann* thing, 15 months after tlni same thing, 18 months aftm* 1 was 
told that it would take another 18 months. To asBur‘(‘d in Se})t(unber. 1918 
that th(‘ work will bt' ready in September, 1919, and then to be told in March 
1920, that it would b(' ready in September, 1921, or beginning of. 1922. speaks 
of a state of things about which I leave it to Your Lordship to judge'. 1 have 
been informed, and 1 give the information for what it is worth, that a linn of 
English contractors (Messrs. Brethwell & Gh'rk), vvhoare not n'gisterc'd contrac- 
tors of GovernirnuU have sent in an incomplete tender after due dat(‘ ; tliat 
they want two ycuirs to complete the work, whereas some of the^most respect- 
able firms in India have also given their tender and they have promist'd to finish 
the work within six months ; that it is the desire of tlie authorities to a(‘cept 
the first tender and wait for another two years. Is it a fact that the rates 
of the English firm are higher than those of the other firms. It is for Your 
Lordships to inquire if these are facts. 


Hastings House School. 


^ It appears that a provision of Rs. 15,000 has been made for a Head 
Master for the Hastings House School at Alipore. One fails to understand 
why the sehool was opened and what useful purpose it has served or is 
intended to serve. If it is intended for the sons of a few England-returned 
gentlemen who do not like their sons to he sent to England, all I can say is 
that they should maintain such an institution out of their own pocket. What 
is the numhor of such students and what is their expense ? The school, as 
I understand, was established for five years. It was meant to accommodate 
100 students. In August last the Member in charge admitted that the 
Government themselves were not satisfied with the present state of the school, 
bub admitting it the Government were not prepared to cry peccavt. But 
unfortunately Government never do it. They never admit that they have 
committed a mistake. Though the probationary period of the school was for 
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five years only, from 1915 to 1920, we are surprised to learn that the 
Govorp^ment of India have hoen approached to extend tlie period up to 1922. 
Not content with spendin^ij — ^casiitig would h(' the better wortl — a very lai>re 
amount of money per annum. Government are iroin^ to provide for a teacher 
on a pay of Rs. 1,250 per mensem. He would not only be an Inilian Educational 
Serviceman but would ^]fet at one jump about the maximiin salary of the service 
and that when tlu^ rupee is worth 2.s'. \ ld. The probationary pericnl has ex- 
tended for a pretty long time. A tree is known by its fruit. The boys who are 
being educated in the school have so far beconu' neither fish, nor flesh, nor good 
herring. Government have so far wasted mon‘ than a lakh of rupees in the 
experiment. The public have a right to ask Government to stop ht>re and 
not to proceed any furt Inn*. That tht‘ school lias di'tt'rioratiHl will be evident 
from the fact that not only have tlu* numbm* of l»oys greatly decreastHl, 
it has decreased from 105 to 45 — but that the results of tin' examinations of 
the last two years wlnm companMl with those of the first two yi'ars ot 
its existence have lanm far from satisfactory. I am told that at tln^ last 
examination no one was siicct'ssful. Such is th(‘ school ovm* which (iov(’rn- 
ment are going to spend more money. It is high time we sliould (*ry hall. 

Primary Education. 


1 shall now sjicak a word about primary education. In tin' course 
of a lesolution for allotting a larger amount on pnnuuy education I have 
practically said all 1 had to say on the subject. 1 am glad that a sum of 
three lakhs hnvi^ been allot it'd for the dcnadopiiumt of primary edu(;ation in 
Calcutta. It is said that only a lakh of riijH‘(‘S has b(M*n allotted for tlu^ deve- 
lopment of ])rimai’y e<lueatioii in the muffissal munuMpalities bi'C’ause tin* 
miinicipalitit'S are not n‘ady with tlndr schemes and would not li(‘abl(‘ toutdize 
a larger amount (‘V(m if it wtua* allotted. The municijialit ies, as 1 have already 
naid, wouhl not lx* rc'ady with the* sch(Une necessary for the juirpoM* of asking 
fora eon tri hiitn HI Ironi Government- unh'S'-' they’ arc' assisted b\ the excxni t iv t* 
offi(‘(‘rs of the' Kdueation 1 tc'jjart ineiit. 1 would t htu-efore ask tlic' Dirc'Ctor ol 
Puhlie Instruction to hmd the' scuwicc's of, say, six Sn h-Inspectors cif Schools 
for three months to thc'se nmnieipalitic'S to pn‘pare tlie schc'nu'S for suhims- 
sion to Go\('rnment, as required hy thc' Primary Kducaiiori Act. It would not 
cost more than Rs. 2 000. The amcainl is trifling, hut the' gam will be 
(mormons. Govtumment know very wcdl liow to makc^ a schc'inc^ a success 
and bow best to make it a failure. Ry helping the munKupalities to a very 
small (extent l)y hmding th(^ service's of a few Suh-Inspectors of Schools in thc^ 
way indicated hy me, Governmc'iit w’ould be really furtlic'ring tlu^ cause of 
primary’ education in the country. 


Provincial Civil Service. 

Govcrnniont have been pleased to set apart a substantial aninunt to give 
increment to tlie salarv of the nw'mliers of the Provincial Executive and 
.Judicial Services and generally to give effect to the rocoinincndatious of tiie 
Public Services Commissioii. This has pleased a large number of .lescrying 
servants of Government. We hope and trust that the members of these 
services will he recruited by nutans of such competition as the Govern- 
ment think proper and not by nomination as is done at present 1 he 
present system has a most demoralising effect and ought to be put a stop to 
at once. 

MvLord we are literally on the parting of the ways. From next j^ar we 
enter into a new stage in the political development of our country. We are 
on the eve of momentous changes in the constitutional history of our 
country. The financial side of this important change is of special interest to 
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UB at the present moment. A great deal depends upon the amount which is 
allotted on the reserved Buhjeets in this year’s budget for that would he the 
guide in succeeding years so far as expenditure on those sul)ject8 is concerned. 
The amount allotted this year on the reserved subjects seems to us to be 
rather large, larger than in any preceding year. Curtailment is necessary 
where it can be done. For Your Lordship will find that henceforth the 
fight between tlm noii-otficial and the official members will be keen as regards 
the allotments on ‘ reserved ’ and ‘transferred ' subjects are concerned.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“My Lord, I congratulate the Hoii’ble Sir Henry Wheeler and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Marr on the budget presented this year for the lucid manner in 
which the general situation and the several heads of revenue and expendi- 
ture hav(j been explaiinMl. Fuller information, however, is wanting for 
42 — Irrigation — Major Works, 43 — MinOr Works and Navigation and XXXI and 
45 — (hvil Works, specially for rej)aii8 and w’orks in progr<>ss undt‘r head 45 — 
Civil Works. There is no explanation wdiy the expcmdituro incurred 
under the management of Public Works officers under head 45 — Civil Works 
should not bt‘ adjusted to tlui appropriate heads of account as far as possible 
as done in the case of lump grant to (Commissioners of divisions and 
Collectors of districts under this head. A lump rt‘8(‘rvat ion of I\s. ::i(),()0,0()0 
haB been shovvn as probable savings without any (‘X])lanation for what 

particular works this heavy saving is expectiHl. The l)udget should 
show in detail what re[)air works are to bt^ undtutaken and what are 

the works in progress ami what explanation is tlnoM' for the inability of the 
department in finishing the works undertaken within the year. 

There was a large increase last y(‘ar in the available fna^ balance', and it 
has b(H‘n shown that a sum of Us. 33,65,000 has be(m utilisiHl out of the 
balanct^ at credit of this presidency. Hut win'ii the figures aia* examiiuHl il 
will be seen that a sum of Rs. 21), 46, 000 only has bei'u tikf ii undc'r the 
sanction of the Government of India from the real available [ 1*^0 balance and 
at the end of this financial year tliere would still be at h'ast Rs. 1,54,00.000 

available to be spent for useful purpos(is in futiiia^ years. The Hori’lile 

Sir Henry Wheeler very justly noticed in comdusion of his budget speech 
last year that this available fn‘e balance has in fact been built up by the 
overcautiousness of the (.b'partment in preparing the budget estimates 
during the last several years. If this fortune rc'ally belongs to us and if 
it was accummulated through the economical management of the Provin- 
cial revenues for several yc^ars, 1 fail to understand why this heavy 
sum should still be allow’’ed to remain idle wherever it may be. We may not 
be allowed to spend it without special sanction, but there is no reason wffiy 
it ehould not be deposited in a bank at least to carry interest. 

I may be permitted to notice in connection with the budget that the 
time has really come when some bold and courageous step should be taken 
for the relief of the people of Bengal. We are hard pressed on all sides. 
The price of every necessary of life has gone up abnormally high. The country 
is groaning under the oppression of the middleman and the monc'y-lender 
on one side and on the other the profiteering and tin) privileged classes 
grown up under the peculiar circumstances of the great European w’ar. 
If some means could be devised for being relieved from the clutches and grips 
of these persons most of the difficulties w^ould be removed. What has been 
done at Naogaon for the ganja cultivators can, with great advantage, be done 
in other directions also so far as the cultivators are concerned. New indus- 
tries should be started, and the vast resources of the country should be 
developed and fully utilized for directly benefiting the country. The pui- 
chasing power of silver has increased, and the exchange rate is very favourable 
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time that the large free balance referred to before 
should be fully utilized, and «iny mure useful purpose cannot bo conceived for 
its further detention 'and development. If 16 lakhs will do for the full pro- 
giamme of the now Department of Industries as stated in the budget, why 
should 4 lakhs only be providt^d for the purpose this year and why should 
not a technological institute In.' at once started with up-to-date machines 
tor Its full working? Your Excellency will. I hope, risi^ to the height of 
the occasion for inaugurating schenu^s for the relief of the sufferers 
committed to your care. The co-operative movmncnt at Na(garn has 
not only boiiefited the g(Uija cultivators, but tln^ (lovernnimit and the 
iSaog-)an public as well, and it nmiains for Your Excellency to st^e if, with the 
credit of tins large cash balance within the reach of Your Excellency’s 
Government, some such thing cannot be doiu^ for the imnu'diate relief of the 
people of Ilengal. 

In this coniu^ction I may refer to one other thing of vt>ry gr(‘at national 
importance winch has attracted public attention — I im'an tlie salt' of reverse 
Council bills. It is an irony of fate, my Lord, that a sympathetic Secretary 
of State of Mr. Montagu’s stamp should at this time of strain permit sale of 
reverse Council hills causing tn^avy loss to India and counteracting all the 
benefits of the favourabh^ exchange rate. 

There is additional provision in the HuJgot of Rs. 1.07.21,000 over and 
above the last year’s revised budget. Of this heavy sum Rs. 34,19,000 corno 
from the l)alaiKj(^ of Imperial earmarked grunts for Education, Sanitation and 
Ranchi Lunatic Asylum, Rs. 29,46,000 from the savings and Rs. 43,56,000 
from tli(‘ general revenue, but the latter two itmiis are nearly swallowed 
up practically for ordinary purpeses bj — 

Lakha 

Land Revenue, nearly ... ... 12^ 

A — Courts of Law, over ... ... 8 

Police (Pin^sidtnicy Police), nearly ... 7 

Superanuation and retired allowances, ne.'irly 2i“ 

Miscellaneous, over ... ... ... 184 

Civil Works, nearly ... ... ... 2l| 

Total ... 70 J 

The budget, however, shows that Your Excellency’s Coviwnment are 
keen about the roquireuieuts in all possibh^ direcTions, and larger sduunes 
liave biHMi taken u]) for the improvcuiieiit of sanitation and (^dinration and 
devi^lopimuit of agriculture, forestry and industrial moveunent. SU‘pH are 
being taken for giving effi;ct to the nmommendations of tlie Public Services 
Commission and for improving tile pay ami prosfx'cts of the Subordinate 
Educational Siu’vice and the miuisi(*rial d(q>artm(mtK 1 may be permitted in 
tliis connection to bring to Your Excellency’s notice tluj hard case of the 
Civil Court peons, mufassal ministerial officers, Subordinate Executive Service 
and Assistant Surgeons. 

With due deference to the observations made last year, it is greatly to 
be regretted tliat the police expenditure is gradually increasing and the much- 
needed reform for the separation of the judicial and executive branches has 
not as yet been taken up. 

Development of villages and the question of the unemployed and the 
solution of the bread problem are the burning questions of the day. If the 
villages are to he developed sanitation, education and medical relief shall 
have to be more largely provided for. 

The spread of knowledge of'the improved method of scientific agriculture 
and agricultural education is another very important factor in the village 
organisation. Hopes are being entertained that the recent measures for the 
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development of village 8elf-government and spread of primary education and 
the much coveted administrative nd’orms wonldJl)e judiciously and sympathe- 
tically worked out without undue official interference and a new era of 
progress and relief may bo inaugurated under your Excellency’s guidance and 
su{)port . 

In eomdusion, I beg to draw tin* attention of tlie ilon'ble the 
Financtj Meinber to another requirement in the Hudget 8tatement. In 
Appendix E a stat(nnent of receipts and charges of District Hoards and 
District lioad Fund has Immui given in an abstract form. Instead of this a 
comparativ(^ tables showing th(^ r(Hteipts and charges under the several heads 
(njum(M*ated for each district and a similar statement for tin? munici| alities in 
Bengal would be a great help in understanding tin? real situation and the 
possible lines of improvement and this will make the budget complete for 
ordinary purposes.” 


The Hon’bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said — 


“ My Lord, the most remarkable feature of the figures presented by the 
budget, mentioned on ])ag(' 4, is a very large growl h of re'Vcmue. Now, my 
Lo»*d, a growth of r<?venu(‘ is always wcdcomed wlu'thcir in private individual 
life or in the case of CTOV(‘rnnnmt, and theiadore it is a matter of congratula- 
tion ; l)ut a cursory examination of the figures rather revn'als to us tliat this 
growth of revi'nue is not a matter of congratulation so far as the people are 
concerned. 1 find that then^ has been an increase of lawonue undei- Stamps, 
Income-tax, R(‘gistration, ,Iails. Scientific and Misci‘llaneous D(‘partment s, ami 
so on. Lotus take the cas(‘ of the grow'th of revenue und(?r tin* head Stamps. 
There, it is said, the high price of foodstufi^ is ont‘ of the reasons wliich 
havt* swelled the n^ceipts. and the next, reason given is the continued indus- 
trial and trade prosperity in Calcutta. Tliat is again a matter whether the 
p(?0])l(; can be (MJiigratulated on that because it is well known how a certain 
se(;tion of traders aequii’cd fabulous wealth at the ex))ens(‘ of tin* ]»(‘. 0 ])I('. 
Then again, under the head Registration, then? ar(! three caus(?s mentionod for 
the large growth of revoriiu^. The first reason is the abnormal increase in the 
valiK^ of house prop(‘rty in Calcutta. It is doul)tfnl whetlnn- that is gooil for- 
tuiK? or a misfortune to the people, ddu' next thing is tin? high price of food- 
stuffs. I caiinot conceive a groat(‘r misfort une to tin? peop](‘ than this high 
pri(?e of fcKjdstuflfs whi(?h leads to more borrowing and all sorts of evils. 
Tht?n th(‘ third cause for the growth of revenue under this head is the 
cyclone in East Bengal— *another great national calamity. TfieS(‘ are the 
reasons which, it is said, hav(‘ swelled the recei]^ts imd(n' this head. 

Tlnm, my Lord, take another case, the ease of Income-tax. This is duo, it 
is said, to tin? satisfactory profits of the jute industry and the increased pros- 
perity in certain mercantile trades. So far as the profits of the jut(^ industry are 
concern(?d, there again, ( do not know whether we can congratulate ourselves 
upon them. It is well known how these profits are made at the expense of 
the growers. Here on pagt? 4 it is said, ‘in spite of the fact that the districts 
of Tippera and Bankura suffered from famine.’ It appears to me that it 
would have been more appropriate if the phrase ‘because of’ were used 
instead of ’ in spite of 

Tliere is one item for which 1 must congratulate the Government and the 
people also. I find that the revenue has fallen under the head ‘ Excise ’ and 
this is said to be mainly due to the measures adopted by Government to 
check consumption and to a fall in revenue? under the head ‘ Liquors and 
spirits made in India after European methods’. I find in the Hon’bie 
Mr. Marr’s speech that, with a view to check consumption, the duty on 
couniry spirit for different strengths was enhanced in the districts of 
Hooghly, Howrah, the 24-ParganaB, Calcutta and Jalpaiguri in January, 
1919, and in March last the retail prices of country spirit was increased 
throughout the presidency. The opening hour also of premises for the 
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retail vend of foreign liquor for eonaumption therein was fixed at 
11 A.M. in July 1918. In January last the duty on country spirit for 
different strengths was again raised with ofiVct from tlu? Jst April, 1920, 
in the districts of Hurd wan, Jalpaiguri, Kangpur, Dacca, Myincnisingh 
and Darjeeling. I also find that tlie ]»rice per seer of gauja was also 
raised from Hs. 60 to Ks. 75, and the rate of duty on bhang was uniformly 
fixed at Re. 1 per seer for all districts. I must express our gratefulness to 
Government for adopting all these restrictive measures and for the fall in 
Excise revenue. This is about the recei()ts side. 


On the expenditure side 1 find there art^ somt^ savings over vvhl(‘h, allow 
me, my Lord, to observe that 1 cannot congratulate* (ioveninu*ni . 1 find 

that savings have l)(*en effec^ted undtu* tin* iieads of Education, Sanitation, 
Miscellaneous, Miinu* Works and Navigation aiul (hvll Works — J^ihlic Wor ks 
Departm(uit. As r(*gards Education, sjx‘aklng generally, that is not a 
matt(;r where savings ought t(j liavi* been (*tT»x*t(‘d. J'lie savings under this 
head are said to be mainly due to tin* non-utilization of tin? provisions for 
the Dacca University sclieun* and ft)r tin* sclieiin* for 1 In* training ol giirus^ 
the sanction of tin* (lovernnient of India not having n‘(u*ivt‘d In time to 

admit of full exjxuidit ure bt'intr incurred. Th(‘n about Sanitation. llt‘r(* also 
there should not have b(*en any savings (‘irt*ct('il. It is said that tin* savings 
under tliis head ari* due tea certain (*\tent to the non-ul illzatlon in lull of the 
lump jirovision for Sanitation. It is ratlu‘r a mattt*r ol regn't. that w'hile there 
was money available, sanitary measurt's could not havi* ht*t*n adojited. Then 
under anoth(‘r head — 15 — (hvil \\ orks — Public \\ orks Oepart nn'iit , t he savings 
are said to be due to tin* inability of t in* department to spend tin* budget grant 
in full. Now, so far as this matt(‘r is concerned, tins r(*minds nu* ol a ct*rtain 
obsc'rvation made b}" the Hon’bh* Mr. (Uimnung in the coursi* of the 
discussion of tin* biidgi't n*, solutions last year whensiuneol us suggested that 
a certain amount of money miglil bt‘tak('noul of tin* grant lor ' (hvil Works 
Public W orks Dcqiartmeiit lie said that. ‘ i‘v<‘rybody must tli|> his hand 
ill the niiin* of the Public Works J tejmrt meiit . It is ralln*!’ int(‘resling to 
find that the full amount has not be(*n uliliz(‘d. Then we find, as ri^gards 
the iinprov(*ment of wat(‘rways and drainage proj(‘ets. that, (iwing to the 
paucityof sujjerior oirie(*rs, tln^se works could not la* (*x(‘euted. This again is 
a matter of ])rofound r(*gr(‘t. d hert* was money availabh*, and only tluni^ 
were no offi(‘ers forthcoming to (‘xeeiite the works. 


So far as the luidget for tin* next year is (aincerned, I find that un(h*r thfi 
head of Land Revenue then^ is a very large* increase sanctioned. Thm 
includes Rs. 2,50,000 for carrying on the seln*un* of ein‘le othcers appointed 
under the Village SelUlovernmcnt Act. As the case stands now, then* must 
be provision made for circle officers, and I have im eomplaini against that ; but 
what I do complain is the absenci* of some provision lor linane.mg the union 
boards themselves. Wdien the Hill was pass(*d into law we asked for samo 
statutory obligation in the Act for financing thes(* boards. J hat was not, 
however, accepted by (ioverninent, but assuiance was given 
boards being financed although no Bt:itut()ry obligation was niade. It is ra -her 
disappointing, my Lord, that there shouhl lx* no ]>rovision 

these union boards which have already h(*(*n i ■ . r i c 

some provision should have been made* for these hoards, am jHf.nce o 

any such provision, the provision made for the circle ollicers will be more or 

less unfruitful. 

Now, my Lord, I must, expre^s our thiiuks and cougralulato Cuvornimint 
for the iuerLed provision made under Education But ,n this oonncct.on 

I have got a small camplaiut and that is ^ ' 1.' . 

primary education. The proportion of 3 lakhs for Calcutta and ^ 

rest of the presidency is anything but satisfactory. I do not think h 


made for financing 
constituted. Large or small, 
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ground given, namely, that the municipalities have not matured any 
schemes lor the dev(dopment of primary education, is a sufficient ground. It 
was certainly the duly of the municipalities, but at the same time these things 
might have been expedited by Government also. 


With the permission of the Ilon’ble Member in charge, I want to make 
a small prayer in tliis connection. My prayer is^ihis : For two years past I 
have been moving for raising tlie Coniilla Girls School to the status of a 
High English School. This is not a very ambitious project, ami though it is 
a small matter it is very necessary, as there is a great demand for it. The 
poor p(' 0 [)l(‘ cannot send their girls to other districts, and the result is. that 
their girls havti to go without any edu(*ation. 1 ajipeal to your Lordship to 
consider whether it is not possible to make some provision for raising the 
school to the status of a High English School.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, I do not proposes on behalf of Government to ref)ly at any 
length on soim^ of the points rais(M by the sj)eakers on the budget 
to-day. The Hon’ble tin* Nawab Hahadur of Mursliidabad has very 
rightly bi-ouglit to t.h(‘ notice of GovenniKUit tln^ gt'mmal question of 
Muhammadan education. 1 can assure him t hat this Govm*nment ar(‘ fully 
alive to the responsil)ility they have with regard to Muhammadan (Mliication. 
Re(;ently the (jU(‘stiori of Muhammadan education arose in the Imperial 
Legislative*- Gouncil in consequenct; of a resolution, and we liope shortly to 
re-examiiK' th(‘ ])osition with regard to Muhammadan education generally. 


I shall now turn to some of the points raised ))y my hoii’ble friend, 
Uaja Hrisliikt'sh Laha, in his speech. He has very pertinently put two 
(|uestions to Government. First of all, he has asked for a (b'claration as to 
whetluu* G()V(o*nm(‘nt would come to the help of tlie District Hoards if large 
expendit ure was recpiirod for sanitary works which tli(*y could not meet, and, 
if so, in what way. This is rather a hypotlndical question, and it is imi)ossil‘)l(^ 
foi Government to give a diffinitc promise or to commit tluunsel V(‘S without 
any details as to the (‘xpendituiaGn volved or the amount which the District; 
Jioai’ds thiuns(dves would j)rovide. 1 may remind the Hon’ble Member that 
Government bav(* already been generous in making grants to anti-malarial 
schemes. Tin* District Hoard, of which he himst*lf hapj)(*ns to bi*, the 
(Miairinan, has aln'ady received a grant of Ks. 2 lakhs for the Navvai- 
Sunt hi s(!hemt*, while the Magrahat scheme was rendered possibh^ by the 
loan and grant given by Government. If In^ will refer tx) the Sanitary 
Hudgel for this year he will also see that, in addition to Us. 75, ()()() for 
quinine grants, (Jovernment aia* contributing Ks. lakhs towards anti- 
malarial sclnum^s in District Hoard an*as, besides providing a sum of 
Us. 80, 000 for works to be carricul out entirely at Government cost. The 
contributions of Government in future years will dtipend on the amounts 
availabh* for expt'iiditure, but i trust that it will bo possible for Government, 
to contribute to help District Boards that are willing to take up large sani- 
tary works. 'Fhe Hon’ble Member has also asked whether any portion of the 
lakh of rn])tM‘s provided in the budget for primary education in the mufassal 
would be givmi to District Hoards. I am afraid that this cannot be done. 
The amount is intended for muinVipalities which are willing to bear their 
shart* of the bui'dtm of providing a more complete system of primary edu- 
cation ami cannot be diverted to the District Hoards. The District 
Hoards in any (‘ase have no cause for complaint, (lovernrnent have already 
put at their disposal large recurring grants, and an extra grant of Us. 
lakhs was made to them as recently as 1918-19. The total amount which 
Government have made over to the Boards for primary education is already a 
little over 15 lakhs of rupees and represents no less than three-fifths of their 
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total educational expenditure. In addition to this, Government have undertaken 
the panchayati union system the ohjeet of which is to provide eaeli union witli 
a decent primary school. Under this scheme 119 primary schools for boys 
and 30 schools for girls were established during tlie last yt*ar for which 
statistics are availal)h‘, and it was intmided to go on with the scliemo till 
each union had a primary scdiool conducted on ap;>roved liiu'S. 

The Hon’hle Raja Sahib lias very rightly pointt‘<l out that we havt* mad(^ 
no provision in this year’s budget for the erection of n^sidences fc>r adilit.ional 
Sessions r)iidg(‘S and Munsifs. I plead guilty to a (‘crtain extent, my Lord, 
but if the llon’bh* Member will h>ok to tlu‘ budgt‘t he will find lliat for 
paueity of funds we have had to cut down the judicial ]>ortion of the budget 
consid(*rably. but I b(^lieve the Pui)lic Works i)ej>:irtment (;an latio* on advise 
us as to wlicther any schemes (!Ould be taken up. bin for the pn'si nl it is mit 
possible to do so. 

1 shall now turn to some of the points touched by th(‘ Ilon’bh^ Halm 
Sarat (diandra Chakravarti. H(* comes from Dacca and il is natural t hat In' 
should advocate some of tlie needs of his city and his district. Hut 1 do no* 
think he can complain that Dacuai is at all negh‘(;t(‘il by t h(' (J ovnrnnumt . 
We ai-(j already pro(a^ediTig with the sewmaigt* Kchtmu', and I think that by 
the time Government ar(' ready with a Town Planning Hill for tin* pia^sidimcy 
the people of the city might desist from the rather indelieat.iMisj* of tlu' 
Dalai khal that they })resent indulgt; in. 

As laggards the starting of an Iinprovennmt Tiaist for tin* city of Daec.a, 

1 think tiiat whi'ii tln^ Town Planning Hill is befoia* the Council it will In' 
t inie to consid(;r tlu^ matter. 

With regard to tin* Dac^ca University, which w(' all hope will be started 
before long, tin* Ilon’ble the Vice-Chancellor and both th(' llon’ble Habu 
Sarat Chaiidra* Chakravarti hav(' spokim and have given tln*ir approbation to 
t,lie scln*nn*. On tin* otln'r hand, they liavi* askt'd (ioverninent to proviib' 
for tin* Faculties of Mf'dicim' and Agriculture whilst Habu Sarat Chandra 
Chakravarti would liki' also the Facultii's of Knginecring and Tcidinology 
introduced. Regarding the Faculty of Engineering, it ought t(' lx* (juit(^ 
clear by now tlial ii has be<m definitely ruled out. As regards Modiciin* and 
Agricuilurc, provision has been made and it is not- for my department to make 
any coninn*nts as to the possibilities of starting tln*m or otherwise,. 

Regarding the drainage of Munshiganj and sanitary imiirovements of 
Manickganj and Tangail, 1 shall cm'tainly have tlni niatl(*rs loosed uj), but 
at the present moment I am unable to say definit(‘ly one way or the other. 

The Hon’hle the Vice-('Jianc(dlor has very rightly brought y) lie* notien 
of Govru-nnumt the necessity for the provision of larger facilities for LVmale 
education, and I fully sympathize with him in his desire. Hut, on the other 
liand, I do not rjuiti* see eye to eye with him about (to\ (*i nmeuil s a(d-ion in 
this matter. It is true with the growing needs ()f feimh} €3diicati()n in tliis 
country tlie responsibilities of Government an^ inci casing, lint in ( Calcutta oi 
in this presidency for that matter we do possess (jUito a fair number ol 
institutions for tin' higher education of girls ami where I diff(*r from him is 
this, that our immediate need is more in the field of primary education for 
our girls than anything else. 

It is true that in the (pioted higher education figures further developmonfs 
are necessary and will come, but it is from the bottom so far as the (nlucation ol 
girls is concerned, that we have to try to bnild, and I can assure the Hon ble 
Member that the Education Department is working with their eye faxed on 
this point. 
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I shall now turn to the speech of the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 
He has mentioned two facts with which I am immediately concerned. One is 
of course the Hastings House School. Regarding this I have very little to 
add to what 1 said when the matter was discussed in Dacca. We have 
provided in the budget for more staff. It is true that the number of boarders 
is not what it used to be, but the number of day scholars is increasing. I 
hope my hon’ble frhmd from Behala will not charge me with introducing a 
S| irit ol levity, but I am inclined to say in the words of the well-known 
Bengali adage : ittffl ; that is to say, ‘ whom I do not like 

even his mode of walking or gait is distasteful,’ that anything in connection 
with the Hastings House 8chool is not likely to meet with the approval of 
my lion’ble friend. But, on the other hand, 1 think that there is another 
aspect of the niatt(*r to be considered. It is all very well to get Uf) and say, ‘ If 
a handlul of enlightened genthunen of Bengal d(‘sire to give an education on 
the lines of the education that is imparted in some of the public schools in 
England, that they should supjiort the school and maintain it out of their own 
pockets,’ but, on the other hand, is that loyally a true estimate of the traditions, 
the tenacity, the pride of the Bengalees as a race? Would he like that this 
project should be given up by Government without a fair trial ; would he like 
that in a province where enlightenment is to be found to such a degree, whore 
alone, if anywhere, such a public school could possibly exist, the Government 
should give it up without a full trial? My Lord, tiio Hon’ble Member has 
himself in his budget S[)oech said that this will be the last budget discussion 
under existing conditions. It will be up to the ministers of tlie hit lire to close 
down the Hastings House School if they like, but on behalf of Government 
I am not prepared at the present moment to cry a halt as .ny hon’ble friend 
has d(*sired. I think that the Govm-nmmit should be permitted to go on with 
this expeihneut, which is being carriiM out at the rc^quest of some of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Kay’s own countrymen like Lord Siiiha of Raipur and others, and 
I think that it is a mislake to think tliat this Govi'ninumt has absolutely, so 
to speak, made up their mind and that in spit(‘ of i*(q:)f'att*d requests they do 
not wish to give up tlu^ proj(‘ct. Government only want to giv(^ tliis school or 
this type of school a chance, for after all, it is not very pl(‘asant for the 
Government either to go on spending such a consid(‘ral)le sum of money each 
year, when the results hav(i ciuiainly not bei n altogi'lher encouraging, and 
1 would therefore urgc^ my hon’bh; fritmd to post | one judgment on this 
question until some time hereafter. 


I now turn for a moment to the question of primary education regarding 
which the Hon’ble Babu Sunuidra Nath Kay has di’awn the attention of this 
Council. My Lord, (L)V(*rnnient are only too anxious to assist municipalities 
with regard not only to the question of retui ns, but also to give advice and 
help by lending tln^ services of the inspecting staff under the Director of 
Public InsiJDitjtion. and if the Hon’ble Member were to bring the munici- 
palities theft, arei. anxious to got such advic(‘ to the notice of the Director of 
Public Instructioij’^ I am sure every facility would be afforded to them. I 
have nothing further.to say.” 

The Hon’ble Mr, Cummin^ said 

“My Lord, there are a subjects regarding which ii appears desirable 
I should oflfer some remarks Council. These remarks deal with points 

about which there seems to bC misapprehension in connection with the 
departments which are under charge. There is first of all the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. Under head the Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Lalia 

has recommended to Governmeij\fl‘‘^^’ ii^ spite of adverse circumstances some 
effort should be made for the cultiv^ilj^ cotton on an extended scale with 
a view to making Bengal independe^ course of time. I have been some- 
what hopeful against hope in this myself ; but I am afraid the 
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Hon’ble Member is unduly optimistic. The Cotton Committee appointed in 
1917 by the (Government of India came to the conclusion that sufticitmt work 
had been dom^ in Bengal to show that the exotic varituies of cotton are 
unsuited to iis (dimatic and other comlitions, and that tiien' was no prospect 
of any api)r(‘?iable extension of the areas under the indlg(mous varieties. 
They, hovv(‘ver, made one n'e.oinimMidation that regarding a ceriain class of 
cotton, namely, Coniilla cotton, some selection work should be made. 'The / 
Bengal Governmeni havt^ adopt(Ml this suggestion ; and havt‘ given onlers 
.that such Selection work should bo undertaken at a farm which Govt'rnment 
propose to (‘stablisb at Kangamali in the C’hittagong Hill 'Tracts witli a view 
to the improvement ami standardization of the ginning pm-centage and 
]- 08 sil)ly of its stajile. Mori'oviT, Government proposi\ as soon as it. is 
possible and convtuiieni, to make a botanii‘al survey of cotton in this 
province. It theiadore will ajipear to the Council that in this matt<*r (Jon mm- 
inent have taken the action which the HoiTble Member di'sires should be 
taken. 


1 now lurn to the b(*ad of Railways. In (‘onnection with railway 
construction in the Dacca Division, one HoiTbh* Member, Ibibu Sarat (Jhandra 
Cliakravarti, di^sires further construction, whereas another repr(‘sentati ve of 
that division, the Hon’ble Uai Srinath Ray Ibdiadur, asks for postponement 
of railway construction in favour of water communications. 'Those who 
represi ut Dacca have at heart the improvement of (‘ommuiiications luawemi 
Da(!ca and Westi rn Ihmgal ; ami two alignments hav(‘ in tin* past btum 
examined with that object, om^ from a point opposite Goalumlo to l'ta(*(‘a 
and the other from the. saim* point to Munshiganj. A (piestion was asked 
this morning, thc^ answer t(t whicli gives a n'])ly to tin* remarks of the 
Hon’l)lo Babu Sarat. (diandra Cdiakravarti. It was the answau' to lln^ 
unstarnnl question No. 7. It will be found that after negotiations with 
the Railway Board it has b(*.(‘n scuttled that an (examination of the 
whole, area should be made by a body of (experts, ovi*r whom a suitable 
officer will bi* dcjiutcd by the ( iov(*rumeni. of India to preside. 'These 
exp(‘rts will represent such int(‘rests as sanitary and diainage r(‘(juirt‘- 
inents, and, further, a rcpn‘sent ati vi* of tin* Steamer t'ompanies will be 
invited to co-o])erat <*. It is far from the case that His Kxc(*ll(mcy’s 
Governimmt desires to stifle railway communication in those parts, as 
lias been urged from time to time in this (Jouncil and oiH of it ; but it is 
absolutely desirabh*, in view of the V(‘ry ]mculiar conditions of tin* area, that 
a mori* can‘d’nl (*xamination from st‘Veral diffen'ut points ol vnnv should be 
made than has hitlierto been undertaken. 


I now turn to (pertain features of the Public Works Dtqiartmenl. J he 
Hon’ble Babu Siirendra Nath Ray has raisc^l tin* (luestion of tin* (;ompli*tion ol 
thf3 Kidderpore Bridge. In conm‘(U.ion with tliat he lias inadi* (^‘rl.am all(*^ga- 
tions affecting the name of an eminent firm of coiitra(*tors ; and has asked 
whether these allegations are facts. Now, Sir, if these al egations mean any- 
thing at all, they mean that certain responsihh* offi(*crH of (yivernment have 

been guilty of some <Bscreditable comluet ; am I diTreeate v^^ 

disseminaTion of gossip of this nature wliieli tlie Hon > . J*. ‘ ^ 

tedly taken no steps to verify. 1 can say al once t hat th(*8e alle^^^^^ 

not facts ; moreover, the tender which has hecn acc( 3 pted is the 1( west e 

tender which has been accepted und(*rtakes 

shortest possible space of time, and t he tench^r which has been 

not trom the firm regarding which the Hon hie M(‘mbcr has made th . 

aJlegations. 


' I now turn to the quoRtion of another bridge, namely, the Howrah 1 ridge, 

with which 1 deal in this eonnection. although It 18 more properly under the 

Stine XartmS and not under the Public Works Department. The Hon hie 
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Mr. Hindley has criticised ovpy the deliberation of GoveriiiuenI in connection 
with tills project, f n^cognize that lie is entitled to voice public impatience 
regarding the apparent absence of progress, lie lias mentioned certain rele- 
vant facts, and J anl sure that he has every desire to be perfectly fair. But 
one relevant fact he has nol mentioned ; and I feel quite (lertain that of that 
fact he is quite unaware; further that, if he had been aware, it would have 
alt(*red tlu^ tmior of his remarks, d'hat fact is that the | resmit Government 
is a legat(!e of certain action taken by its predecessor. 'Fhat aclion was taken 
on what at the time scjeined to b<; good and sufliciemt grounds ; and policy no 
less than conrtesj^ (l(;mands that tln^ suc(U‘ssors to that Go\'(‘rnment should 
explore th(' lint^ of action which was then opened up. This has been done. I 
can say, moreover, that Government liave anti(;ipat('d the Hoii’bh' Mr. Ilindley 
in taking into consideration the [iroposal which h(‘ nimitioned towards the end 
of his sp(u;ch ri'garding a praci ical sugg(‘stion. But I vimture to think Mr. 
Ilindley does not recognize that this ]n-actical suggestion does not answer the, 
question which has Idtherto been befor(> Government, nami'ly, what is the best 
form of bridg(‘, to suit both present and future requirimients ; for the practical 
suggestion means the (;alling for tenders for only oik' lype of bridge, namely, 
a floating bridge. 1 have, however, hopt^s that in \’i(‘w of action which has 
reccmily binui taken liy (lovernment, it will be found possible to advance with 
mor(> spei'd than has hltlu‘rto benm tln^ case. 


1 h(‘ subj(‘cl which has next to b(‘ consi<l(‘r(‘d is that of the Irrigation 
J)r<inch oi the Public Works Department, which covm\s not only questions 
of drainage, but questions of internal waterways. In this connection, the 
Ilon’bh^ Babu Saral Chandra Chakravarti and the Jlon’ble Hai Srinath Bay 
Bahadur have madt- certain ol)S(‘rvations. Govmminmit (piii(‘ appreciate the 
lorc(‘ ol tlnnr remarks, and recognize that some impatience is ln(^vital)le ; but 
I deni .ir t o the sfatenumt, that th(‘ ati.itiide of GoNanmnient in tills conn(‘Ction 
has b(‘(‘ii incomprelu‘nsibl(‘ It is, and has la mi, praetic'ally impossible to 
carry on the work, which Governmmit (equally with I Im 1 lon’bh‘ Mimibers 
d(‘sir(‘ to ellect, without a staff. The Public Works D(‘])artmmil— and to this 
tin* lion bh^ Babu Akhil ( handra Datla mad(‘ a ])assing rtmiark — sullers 
very considm-ably from paiKudy of oflicers. At jirescmt 1 Ik' departnamt is LM) 
])('r emit, understrength. Kmvntly i he. Child’ EngimMu* gf this deparlnumt 
has submiitiHl jiroposals with my personal lull concurrimct' lor a vm’y 
large inen^nse in the cadre of this departnimit ; and to my mind the 
dmnands which he juits forward ar(‘ by no means in exei'ss of the req ui remen tv*^. 
My o\Mi view is that this department requires no fewer than 18 more olhcers ; 
and ])roposals have been niadcGo erc'atc* two new waterways divisions and two 
iK'w eirch\s ol siiperint.endence. One of these waterways divisions is t he very 
one lor which the Uon’ble Babu Sarat Cdiandra Chakravarti has | leaded, 
namely, a waterways division at Dacca ; but as I said bidore, until we havt' a 
staff’ for that, we caniiot carry on the vvork which must be done. I should 
like, III this connection, to correct a small misunderstanding which has 
arisen in I he llon’ble Member’s speech in whicdi it was statial that the Khulna 
waterways division has been started. It was doubtless from jealousy of Khulna 
thal h(‘ (h‘sir(‘d that the Dacca division should be started. That is not the 
case. I he Khulna <livision has not yet bf^en started, i-liough provision both for 
building and for staff has been included in the presmit year’s budget. 

1 he last item with which I shall troulile the Council under the main 
head of Public Works in the Irrigation Department is the question of the 
Giand Trunk Canal. The Hon ble Mr. Phelps has asked Government to give 
some definite pronouncement in the matter of this large project. He has said, 
very coirectly, that it is noi a minor project. Tt is of course a productive 
public work ; and a work of such magnitude that the sanction is far beyond 
the powers of the Local Government. It is possible that the Hon’ble Member 
is not aware that recently in the Imperial Council a short statement was made 
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by the Hon’ble Sir (Maude Hill which is quite relevant in answer to his 
present enquiry. With ^ our Kxci*llency’s perniissien I shall rend it : — 

‘ M^he project lor the Grand Trunk Canal in Bengal, which has been 
long under consideration, has ik^y be(*n worked out in iltuail and the 
estimate, which amounts to Bs. 309 lakhs, has been lorwardt*d to the 
Secretary ol State for sanction. The scheme is designed to provide ilirect 
routes for steamer navigation betwemi f kileul ta and (u) the Ganges, (A') Assam, 
Cachar and Sylin't and [c) Ifarisal. I'he canal is eventually to have a width 
of 400 feet, though in the Hrst inslama' its width will be ^vhO ftnd, with widtui- 
ings at intervals for crossings. MMie eanal will form a Tiiost importaiit link in 
the chain of waterways in Bengal, and will be an asset o\' tin* greatest 
value to Calcutta ami those disti'i(‘ts in the pn'sideney which ilejxmd u|>on 
waterways as an outhd for tludr trade.’ 


I do not t hink 1 r(‘quirt^ to add anyl hing further to that stati‘immt, 
except to say that Gov(>rnment regn't just as much as the Calcutta 1 inprovmmuit, 
’fruBt that circumstanci's over whicdi tln'y have no conlrt)! have dcderred t ln^ 
construction (d‘ tins vm-y inqiortant, sidieim*. It was sent to the Govi'rnment. 
of India last year ; and if evm' it, mat (M*ializ(‘s, the juiblic of Ibuigal will havi' 
reason to be very grateful toils tuigintMU-s, and more specially to Mr. Addams- 
Williams to whom tin' nu'rit for this particular aligntmmt should bt* 
assigned. 

My Lord 1 have no further nunarks to makt* rt'garding tin' subjc'cts in 
tln^ departments which are under !ny control.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

My Loi’d, it has already bcMui noticed by more* than one speaker, and 
the fact st‘,ems to me to lx* wortli emphasising, that this is the last oeeasi(»n on 
which the budget, will be discussed in a im^et.ing this kind. in liiat sense, 
we are at tin* end of a (diaptco*. This somewhat discursivt* and general 
d(d)ate had a raison (ritre in the old <lays, Ixdort* tln^ time of ijiiestions, 
privat(‘ h'gislation and resolutions. It r(‘ally du^d a d(*ath with rheMorli*y- 
Minto Ridorms, atid it might almost have Ixarn discardexi wlnm these were, 
inirodu(;ed. In fact the id(‘a of discarding it was tlum iiKMjted, but 1 it 
surviv(;d largely In dtderenee to traditions and in accordance with the wis’.ies 
of the non-oHieial Menibm*s. But under tln^ new procaulure it will disappe*.a,r, 
and under the, revisi^d budget I’ules, in so far as we have seen tlumi in di'alt, 
the future course of a(*t/ion will lx*: tin; })n‘sentation of tin* budgt‘t- lollovvtxl by 
an adjournment ; a gomu’al discussion upon tin* budget, in whudi thm*e, will 
be no voting but which, it is to be, hop(*d, will be (xjufined nuMai (dostdy than 
now to hnancial issues, and lastly t ho introduction by tlu^ diih‘r(uil Meunbeus 
and Ministers of vaitt's on grants, wdiich will betaken accoialing tf) tin* diffv‘ient 
budget major heads. That will probably Ix^ tin* ]»rocedure, of the luture, 
but, immediat(*ly, w’c are concermxl with things as they aie, and, loll(»wing 
prec,edcnt, 1 will notice briefly one or two [x>ints whndi have bemi laised 
to-day by difF(u*ent members concerning the Departmonts of whndi .im 
in charge. 

A general oriiioisni lias been offered by Ibibu Akhil Cbaiidra Dal-ta, who 
has lamented certain aspects of the reasons which have been given in tlm 
budget statement for increases in tlie revenue ol the year. He appeals to^ 
think that tlie attitude of the Finance Uepartmcnl is one of (lercc joy ovei 
the misfortunes of tlie ))rovince, rising almost to exultation if we liear ol 
anything so disastrous as a cyclone. That of course is not so VVe merely 
give these reasons in the statement as explanatory of different linancial tluc- 
tuations, and we share with him his regret in so far as they mdicate tacts 
which are unfavourable to the prosperity of the people of the province. 
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Another general insne was raised by Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri, 
who seemed to advise us to signalise the last year of the old official Govern- 
ment by spending in one grand blaze every penny of which we are pos^c^ssed. 
As f understand him, In? would like to seethe whole of the three or four 
erores of our balances cast into the budget in ihe form of grandiose schemes 
of expenditure. The suggestion has something to recommend it, and possibly 
we officials would rather like to have gone out introducing, or at any rate acce- 
lerating, to the best of our power, the millenium.' But I doubt if the suggestion 
would conpiend itself to the Ministers who will come after us, and there are 
also practical difficulties. In the first place there is a point beyond which we 
cannot conv(mi(;ntly draw ujxm our balance-^, and we have reason to believe 
that we and oilier provinces have already drawn on them to the utmost 
extent which would be welcomed by the Government of India, which in 
this matter, after all, stands in the position of our banker; and. s^^condly, 
there is a practical point beyond which we cannot spend money during the 
year (‘ven if we go through the formality f)f putting it in the budget. 
Mr. (himming has already referred to the de| letion of staff in the Public 
Works Department, and that is triui notpmly of th(‘ Public; Works Dc’partrnent, 
but of practically every l)ct)artmcnt. With the difficulties that still surround 
business and the^ condu(;t of al.airs as a sequed to tli(‘ war, it is practically 
imj)oSsible to g(‘t things through at more than a certain pace. Tlu*rcfore we 
were pn^cluded from undertaking the aml)itious programme which my 
hon’ble friend would have liked to sec. 


C/oming to more particular issues, we have our old friend the* Police 
and th(i foreboding voicc^d in various quarters, notably by the Ilon’ble 
Nawab Bahadur, as to the growth of police expenditure, whih^ ri'cently in 
anotlnu’ place; we had a sporting olb;r from anothen* member that if tlie 
DepartincMit was handed ovct to him In' could double its (dlicuViH’y at 
half the present (Expenditure. 1 am naturally rathei* set'ptical of that 
kind of oiler. It savours of the ilat-oat(;hing advaniisennuit s which charae- 
tiM'ist' tJn; It'ss r(q)iitnl)le financial j)ap(n*s, designed to catch the giilJihh^ 
investing piihlic;. I In fortunately the Hon’hh‘ Member is not Iku’c' to-day to 
exjdain in detail how he would proce(‘d. Proliahly, judging from previous 
utterances of his, I imagine, the first step in his programme would b(‘ to 
rtq)lae(‘ all the European Su{ erintendents by I)(‘puty Suptun’ii indents of 
Police. It is perfectly true that on thosi; lines he could (dlect a financial 
economy. The same could be done by replacing Memh(‘rs of Uouncil l>y 
Assistant Magistrates, or future Ministers by members of t\\o Pruvineial Givil 
Service ; if that vvertE done it would bo possibli' to savc^ a goud (l(‘al, 1 bough 
other results might ensue not quite consisicmt with the ideal of effi(;iency 
whi(;h it was hopeil to attain. The criticisms of th(' Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur 
are naturally more iruKlerate and rc'asonable, and I will notice V(U'y hriefly 
his general criticism that the expenditure on police is going up abnormally. It 
is true that the expenditure on Police is rising, and, as I have before pointed 
out in this Council, it is true not only of Police l)ut also of other 1)(‘| artnicnts, 
whoriE we sec equally phenomenal rises. Thus taking the year 1I)1G-1 7 and 
the current year, we find that the expenditure on Forests has risen from 
Rs. lakhs to ; Education from Rs. 77 lakhs to 1 erore 21 lakhs ; 
Medical from Rs. 23 lakhs to 37 ; Sanitation from Rs. 4 lakhs to 151“ and 
Agrieulturr from Rs, lOf lakhs to 21. So the mere fact that expenditure 
o!i the Police has gone up does not necessarily indicate that som(;thing 
is radically wrong, and, if the Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur will scrutinise the 
detailed ex| lanations which are given in the budget note, he will find that 
there are various al)normal items, such, for instance, as tlie Rs. 5 lakhs 
payment on account of the Alms House ; various items that will largely be 
covered by the foes which will be realised, such as the expenditure on the 
Hackney Carriage Department in Calcutta and the issue of new Arms Act 
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licenses; and another large item, the enhane ‘lutnit of tin' pay of head- 
constahles, which is acconntahle fur two LJchs oi rupt'cs and which ho 
himself advocati^s as a necessary and laMSoinilde iiumhum*. 1 In^ matter o( the 
village police has, of course, bt^en mnamiltM stood sinc(' (bna'rnmeiit do not 
pay lor village chaukidars. In our luidget there is a small item on account ol 
clerks and row^ards, hut tlu^ ordinary expenditure is incurred under the 
Village Chaukidari Act. 1 think if tiie Hon’l)le ilemhcr will stinly our 
explanations of the Police budget, he will see that the expenditure on the 
Police is largely of a reasonable and ju8tifiai)le character. 


Baba Surondra Nath Hay has joined with him in expressing a hope that 
I should make a sympatdn't ic ])roiiounceim*nt (Ui the sul»j<M*t ol the ( riminal 
Investigation l)<>j)arl ment, the abolition of w hich ih vt*ry (do^(‘ to Ins heart. 
In talking of the Priininal lnv('sr,igation Departnnnit it i^ somewdiat (jver- 
looked (lai’gel}’, no doubt, <.lue to the fact that the pt)litU‘al aspinU ol tli€^ 
Criminal Investigation Department has loomed rather conspicuoiisly in recent 
years) that it was primarily an organisation for dinaling wnth ordinary crime, 
and until criminal tribi'S becoim^ angels, and tlie ord.iuary criniinal ^'dio preys 
upon society grows w’iiigs, it w’ill Ite lU'Ci'ssary to maintain an orgamsatiou lor 
curbing their a(‘tivities. Ther«‘fore, it is m>ver likely that the (.riminal 
Investigation Department will err.irely dlsa})p(‘ar from tln‘ hii Iget. On the 
political sid(‘ it is no di'uht true tliat unfortunate e\ t nt s oi it eiUil years Inive 
led to an eiihancenuMit of our (‘X[>einlit u re, hut with tlii‘ (ii>ajM)‘‘ai an(‘e ol 
various ugly featma'S in our ])rovincial lile wa‘ have alrt‘ idy I't'd uei»d our 
expenditure on the Criminal lii\a‘stigal ion Department, and 1 loii’ldeMimiberH 
will noti(‘(‘ that the budgtg. shows a reduction of Bs. umho- ‘ 'l\miporary 

force,’ vvliiidi, roughly s[)eaking, is t liu loi ce emtiloyed more pai t leula riy in 
corinectiim wmli seditious crime. W' e hoi)e. d the pre<-ent slate nl things 
contlnmg to (effect Hiill further reductions. We ha 'e savi^d iiaaiey by tlio 
verv large naluetioms we have made in the numher ol detenus nndiu- surveil* 
lanc(‘ and of iieople who uiifortunalely had to he dealt wnli under K(‘gulation 
111, and with the return of happier time furiher economies may be possible. 
So much, Siia ior ilie Police. 


1 now turn to 'Medical. Most of the criticisms which have Ixmoi olFcred 
under that head have to do with Medical education, and I deler my remarks 
on that point till the la'solution which is almut to hr ni(>v(M by M i . 1 . D. 
fitter. Apart from this we have a w.sl. expresseh l.y Baha Sarat U.an, ra 
Chakravarli tliat tln^ Dacca UniVfU'sity should iiiclmle a M- ic.d 1 a( ult.^ 
that is al.va.Iy dealt witi, i.i scwimn of the Aet, aud w.- sl.all now liave to 
consider, in consultation with the Kdueation Deparlmmit, Imw th- in actic a 
details eun he worked out. Sir Kilratan Sirear has hrou-l.r U|. aKa,„ the 
very worthy p.oject of a sel.o.,1 of .lent.stry, am i share w. h him lie hope 
that before' hmu' tliat may he an aceniiiplish.d fact. I nh. tun itelj it is 
going to he expensive. We recently ha.l a lull schem,- he oie us, am 
fpproved of it even despite its cost, as it lia.l nemi examm-d hy uui expert 
advisers, wlio tliought that it was the imnum.m wl leli we p'>P'| y ^ 

undertake. But the, total e.tnna'e was no less than a mat e, 1 . 0( ( W 

with some Us. 32, ()()() for recurring expemfiture. ' •' ‘ > ‘ ' 

cult to find the money, aUlmugh hope it may O ^ 

verv long But we have not include.l ii, in next yea. s Imlgit m ' 

veiy long. nre 'ilreadv m prffgre.sK in coniH*ction 

vanoiiH other important projects wliicti aie am au\ \ ^ 

with the Medical College. 


One other miscellaneous point is perhaps^ wort oi remark,^ and Uiat . is 

in Connection with the comment ol Ija lu . urem la . . . ,.x-miin'ilion It 

Dial Services should in faluro he recruite.) hy 

has not much to do wit h the budget, hut as “fy be 

ed terms which wa are giving to the Provincial Itxecutne bervicr, it may 
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worth while explaining how matters stand in this matter of recraitinent. 
Whtm W(3 subinittcd our opinion to tho Gowniniont of India on the report of 
t he Public Services (Jornmission' in connection with tlir^ Provincial Service we 
made a reconimondation in the matter of future recrnitment. To that we 
hav(3 had no reply from the (government of India, and the issue has become 
complicated by another consideration which has i)een introduced. Section 38 
of the Government of India Act establishes a Public Services Commission to 
discharge in regard to recruitment and control of the public services such 
functions as may be assigned by rule by the Secretary of State. Wo do not 
yet know what I'ules the Secrc'tary of State is going to make, and we do not 
kn ow wlietlnn* this Public Services Coinniission, which will be a statutory 
body, will deal with such things as the reciuitment of the Provincial 
Services. Th<^ same idea was mooted by the Univ^ersiiy Commission, who 
desired to see small Service Commissions established in all ])rovince8 
* to deal with the standard of educational qualifications required in differ- 
ent Services, to conduct the exaniinaiions and to approve direct nominations. 
That id(;a has net so far boon pursue 1, and until these two matters are settled 
I am afraid we shall not be able to come to any definite decision as to 
the future recruitment of the Provincial Services. 


These are the only detailed points raised to-day with which I propose to 
deal, and as I began by a reference to the future, so I will end. 

We not only to-day see the end of an old procedure for tin* discussion of 

the budget, but we stand on the threshold of (uuirely iii'W changes in the 

presentation of tlie budgi't and the control ovt*r it winch will lx* exercised by 
this Council. In future the budgiu uill b(^ presented under ‘reserved’ and 
‘transferred ’ heads, and the power of the Council in controlling the votes on 
grants will be very much greater than they are now. From every point of 
view wo are deeply interested in s(‘t ing that t he rising sun of l he Pid'ornis 
is not obscured by heavy financial clouds. For the disjxn’sal of thcs(‘ clouds 
we look to the Meston (kunmitiee, which has recently visited this province, 

and the report of whicdi has not y(‘t been publislnxl. Since it has not lieen 

])ublishi‘d it would not be suitabh' that 1 sliould discuss in dcUail the consi- 
derations which we put Ixd'ore them, but I would like to nnuition t he two 
main lines of argument which we took. As the Council is awanq tlie 
general scheme of finance under the Kefonns Schenn' is to take a standard 
of ex[)enditure in the diffennit provin(‘es, and, (b'diujting that from the 
various estimat(‘d ])rovincial revenues, to an-ive at an estimated provincial 
surplus. Against that surplus tln‘ schtniK^ j)ut th(‘ anticipattxl deheit of the 
Governinont ot India, aftfu' k 0 (q)lng for that (lovernment tln^ normal Imperial 
revenues as they exist at present — that is to say, Post Officiq Customs, Rail- 
ways, etc. — and adding t o them Income-tax and non-Judicial Stamps ; lastly, 
it was ])r()posed to n^alise that deficit l>y similar ])(U*centage contributions 
from tin' diff(‘rent provincial surplus(‘s. That, vm'v roughly, is the financial 
scheme of the Reforms Report, and Hon’ble Members will doubtless have 
noticed that other provinces have critiiustnl ]>engal as being very lightly 
tn'ated under the scheme, and have suggested that wt‘ shall not subscribe 
our fair shan^ to the Imperial revi'uues. In putting up our case before the 
Meston Committee we tried, with the valuable assistance of the Financt^ 
(’ommittee of this Council, to press two ])oints. In the first place, that in 
calculating the standard expenditun' of tlie province account ought to be 
had of the’ fact that, uinler instructions from tin' Government of India, all 
expenditure had very largely to bi' curtailed during the war, and therefore 
things were not in our normal standard, wddeli in ordinary times would have 
found a place there ; that is to say, bur for the war our expenditure would 
by now have risen to a higher figure than that at wdiich it actually stands, 
thus giving claim to a higher standard. The second point we tried to press 
was that the financial division of the Reforms Report was not fair to Bengal ; 
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that is to say, the Government of India first took away Income-tax and 
non-Judicial Stamps, and then judged us (or rather not. the Government of 
India, hut our outside critics judged us) hy our contributions under the 
reinaining heads of whicli the chitd, of course, is Land Hevenue. Bengal 
being a permanently-scti h‘d juovinci', our land revenue is much sinalhu' than 
in other provinces, and scc'ined to sliow u(i badly. JJut on tlie other hand, 
under Income-tax and iion-Judicial Stamps tlie Government of India lake 
from Bengal very much larger sums than tliey take fr an any other })rovince 
except Bombay. The same is tiue under (oiatoins, althougli it is difficult to 
assess under (histoms exactly what duty levied in Calcutta is derived from 
things consumed in Bengal and what from consumption outsiilo it. But tln*re 
is little doubt that th(‘ lion’s shar(> is tlerivt'(l from Bengal, and, theiadore. wo 
argued that if the coiitributious from the ditVertmt provinct^s to t ht^ Govern- 
ment ol India are to be properly judged, they should bo judgt'd under all 
heads of revenue including in p<iriieular those of Income-tax and non-Judicial 
Stamps. 

I apologise for l)oriiig tht^ (doiiiu*il with this rather tcclinieal distm^sion, 
but as 1 he laport of the Meston (’cmmittei* will b(' piiblisln‘d shortly I 
thought rdu> Members would like to kmov tlu' general lines on which the 
Finance Depirtment had pr(‘S(mted the jirovincial claims. 


This, however, is at the moiiK iit a matter of the iut.urt' and we ar(^ (heal- 
ing witli the |)res(ml amJ tlie p;mt. It has Ixmuk I think, a matttu* of regret 
to us all that dinhiig 1 lie three y(‘a ‘S of Your Excelhmcy’s incumhtmey our 
expenditur(‘ has been very badly hamptna'd by the war and its eonseqmmcc^s, 
but it is i'(|ually a mattm- of gi’at itieat ion to us all that during this year 
21 vvt‘ Ijope to be abb* to some extent to sliak(‘ our^elv^*^ free from tht^8(' ft^tters 
that have l)ound us during the lust tW(» or tlirtM* years, and to maki^ ro:i\ 
progress in many works of utility and ben(;tit l o I lit^ province. We hopii to 
hand oviu' to t In' mwv M iinsKu's a large share of tin* aecumulatiMl [irovincial 
balanci^s, as also aiijn-oved sclieine-, in various stages of maturity and elabora- 
tion. wliiidi, wnM.rust, inidt'r their abb* guidance will bc‘ duly (*arri<*(l through. 
If tlK\v are eariaV'd through to fruition nmh'r the ausp!e(*s ol tli(‘ Mlnist(‘rs and 
not of the old oilfici.d ( 1 overninent , the old ollieial Govenmment will at least 
liavc* tin' sallsfaciiun of knowing tlnat they ha\a* toilod at t he loundat ions, 
thoagli it was left to others to I'aise th(' superstructuri*. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

LIST OF BUSINESS -ITEM No. 4. 

{Under the rules for the discussiou of matters <f (jeneral public inierest.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter moved the following resolution 

This Council, wdiilc placing on record its a])pr(iciation for what the 
Government have done for exteimion of medical education, recommends to 
the Governor in Council that early stei s be taken to open more medical 
schools in the Presidency of Bengal. 


of the extension of 


He said : — 

• 

“My Lord, I venture to ohi^erve l hat the question 
"ledical schools is a question ol the utmost public iinporl.Tnce. My Lord, the 
ict that there is need for a largo nuniher of medical practitioners is evidenc»^d 
y the figures of the census table, where wo find that m the year 1911, 37,439 

6 A 
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persons were roturnetl as medical practitioners, but although such a large 
number were returned as medical practitioners in that year, we find that in 
the year 1918 only 8,00.) and odd persons wore registered as qualified medical 
practitioners under the Medical Act. One may therefore say wdth confi- 
denc(* that in the y^ar 1911 as many as 84.000 medical practitioner’s were 
quacks, men witicuit any proper medical qualification, and il that number 
were 84,00) in J 9 1 1, i he numl>Hr is not likely to Lu^ less than 40,000 to-clay. 
My Lord, with sindi a deinind for medical men is it not very desirable that 
we should have moi*e qualified men to serve the needs of the Province ? My 
Lord, 1 hope the Counc 1 wdl bear with me if I address them on another 
aspect of the tjin^stioii. My Lord, in rural Bengal wx^ have only one motlical 
man witii ri*gistrabje qualification — and it must be ren emberc*d that a medical 
man who passes the vio’nacular course is deemed to have proper qualification 
under tli(3 Medical Act — to a | opulation of 42,500. In England that figure 
is sornewher-e near 1,250 and this difference is all the more striking when 
we compare the state of public health of England with that of Bengal. The 
figure 42.5<.0 which 1 have given may not l>e absolutely accurate. According 
to Sir Nilratan Sarkar it is nearer 48,000 than 42,500. Soil 1 erred 1 have 
erred on the side of moderation. In tho face of this undoubted need it is 
hardly necessary to labc>ur the point about more medical schools. I ought to 
say, that my lesolutioii deals with more medical schools not colleges, and 1 
think a word of explanation is necessary for this. From the medical schools 
we hope to turn out men who will be of servdce in the rural artais — the 
population there is p-ocrcu' than the urban population — and they cannot afiord 
to have highly qualifitid irum. If they can get medical men with a training of, 
say, 8 or 4 years, then th(\y wdll be al do to afford to pay their fees, whereas in 
the cast^ of highly qualified men, they will i ot be able to meet tlndr f(‘es. 1 do 
noj. for a nmnn'iit advocat.i* I hat we should not hav(^ inori^ nu'dical gradual t‘s, 
but tln^ pr()}}('r coiirst' for mcrc'asing lUtHlical gradiiatt^s will lie fii'sl ol all to 
in(‘r(‘ase t h(< number of nHulical imm cduc-att‘d in medi(‘al scdiools, and tin* 
inci’i^ase in th(‘ir number will (create a demand for a largm* number ol consul- 
tants. Al the pr(‘S(mt moment, I ladieve we i\Yc tui’iiing oui lt‘ss than loO 
medical men from our iiuMlic d scliools. I bidieve that tln^ total nu mbm- oi 
medical si iidents is somewhere near fiOO or 700 — 1 am quoting lln^se figaires 
from the Dinmlor of J^ublic Instruction’s report. Now about 150 niidical 
nnm ])ass out of tin medical scliools yearly, and that number is wholly 
insuHicahmt to meet the dtmiand. As against this small number of imulical 
students \yv hav(‘ about 20,000 undergraduates passing through our literary and 
sidimtilic eoll(‘g(^s evm’y y<^ar. Many of them have no lik ng for highi*r educa- 
tion but for want of something lietter drift towards higher education Many 
of tln*se undergraduates will welcoim^ a course of insl ruction in our medical 
schools if they g(‘t tho opportunity. 1 always favour higher education, but I 
do not like* t hat thosi^ who an^ not n*ally cut out for higher education should 
drift to liigluu* (Mlucaiioii My Lord, if my suggestion be acceptinl, in the 
coursi' of th(> next few years we shall have a larger number of medic‘al men 
who will be (‘ariiiiig their living, and who will not only benefit themselves but 
will benefit their society and country. Now let Us see whether tho students 
who pass our of these medical schools will lack employment. The Ilon’ble 
Sir H(?nry Wheeler is, 1 believe, under the misapprehension that these men 
will perhaps lack employment, but I can assure him that there will be no 
lack of emiiloyment. 1 may relate one of my personal experiences in this 
connection. Some tim{‘ ago 1 advertised for a number of medical men who had 
passed from a medical school, on a salary of Rs. 40, and with liberty of pi’ivate 
practice. I got only two applications, but I am sure if 1 had advertised for 
ordinary graduates. 1 would have got at least a hundred applications. About 
six weeks lat(‘r when 1 was in a position to appoint these two apjjlicants I 
found tlj(‘y were already employed elsewhere. For their education* we might 
utilise the lios])itals in tlie town such as the Mayo Hospital, tli(‘ Howrah 
Hospital, or the Sambhu Nath Pundit Hospital, and in the miifassal we 
havo the Mynieiibingh Hoi-pitab Chittagong Hospital and others. As regards 
the town hospitals the question was discussed last year, and the hon’ble 
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member was apprehensive thal it would add lo the already incroasiiii^ number 
of students in tlu* town, hut I venture to point out fur tlie eonsideratien of iny 
hoiidde friend o;,pus.te tliat. if we suhstitutt* a nnunhcr of imHlieal students 
for general stuchmls it will not add to t he eongeslion of st nlenl population 
in f'alcutta. 1 agr^e with Sir Hmiry Wht'elor that it may Ite d(‘sirahle to 
reduta^ the eongt^stion of tin* student pnjmlatnui in tin* city, if possilile, 
ljut that is a vmy different iirohlem, ainl should not ht* confust'd with tln^ 
present issue, ilowexau-, all 1 want is more nn'dical schools, and 1 would 
leave it to t he (iovernnient to choose for ihemsnlvt^s wln'ther they should 
have inon^ nn'dieal seiiools in tin* town or in tin* mufassal or in lM)th plaeos. 
My Lord, at t lit* present moment, 1 hclu'Vt* at any rate, aeeordiiig to tin* 
aeluals of 1917-18, wi* havt* h(*{Mi sjieiidmg about 1^ lakhs for tin* two medical 
schools we have in tin* provinei*. I know this expense will lx* higher when 
the Burdwau seh )ol is stariful, hut wdiaU‘ver tin* exj>t‘nH(* may h**, it will 
he very little as eom])ared with what w(* spmnl on t'ducaitlon in gi'iieral 
and higher edueatioii in particular in H(‘ngal. I do no: want ilu' f JovcrnnK'nt 
to commit tln‘mselv(‘s definitely to a nnmhrr of in(‘ditail schools and th(^ 
financial (juest ion woll have to he e()nsnh*red hy the t lovernment, wdn'ii t hey 
take up any j'ariieiilar scln'ine. What I do want i'' that tlu^ (io\ eminent 
shoul ( yjush aiimnl. My Lord, tlie n‘solution which 1 nmve is a modt'st one, 
and 1 do not think more w’ords are in'ccssary lixun mo to c‘omniend U to the 
Council.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar 

“ My Lord, in supporting the n‘soluti(»n moved hy my lioii’hh* friond 
Mr V.O. Milti'r, 1 lia ve to d ra w the attention ol Voiir M\c(‘ilene\’s (M)niieil 
to tin* fact t lj<'it the Medical Act and tin* Medical l)egre(*s .\et liase rt‘s- 
traiin'd the (' liiealioiial activities ol the regularly Iraiinal medical nion of 
l)(*iigal. Indirect ly, tlier(*foi'(‘, tln^ field has heeai h'ft to outlaw^s and (piaeks 
aiul l ilts has hi'cn ratln*r nn fortiiiiat e. Of eourst^, «piaekery <*an m*V(*r hi* 
siip[)resse(l dinrtly hv lawg hui w'e can do a lot in the w’ay of cornermg <piae- 
kery hy a d iti’il'^ion of nmilical education far and wile in Ihmgali soeioty. It 
waas expeet(*d, my l.oid. that pi’ovisioii would he made aft er t lu* passing of lids 
Act foi’ lie* diffusion ol medical education tliroughout l»engal. At oiio time 
tii(*re wais tie* idea of siihsidising and reorganising some ol i he medical 
i nstil uf ions that, were Itciiig conducted I'y som-* o| 1 1 h^ pianU.it loners o| 
Calcutta. One may h.‘ ne mt lom d li(‘re~tlit* National Modie Kdille.o — wdiieh 
wais tlem and is still co]iducl(‘d hy Dr. Mullick and a (himmittee. Lliere 
w’as an idoa that this nnxiical institution should lx* suhsKliscd ;fnd reorganised 
hy 0(nn*rjiment, and that lli!^ institution shouhl he hroiight into contact 
with some of the hospitals in (dileiitla Lu* clinical teaching. L\ideiitl^ this 
idea fell tliroiigli. Then on another occasion (iovernnient accepted a 
r<*solut ion containing a jirojiosal lor starting a hover giade medical s<‘liO()l ioi 
the training of village practitioners. Nothing caiiu* out (jf that pioposal. 
1 do not regret it hecauso times have changi*d. and it is not nect'ssary 
to sacrifiee qualitv lo quantity at the present time. WV could m>w 
enlist a sufiicientlv large niimher of jiasstxl students of our higher sclmoL 
for the purpose of'rec(>iviiig medical education in our medical schools, 'riie 
question is wo must have a largiu- iiiimlM-r of medical Bidiools. As regards 
such institutions it would always lx* necessary for Bengal tri pool our resou re.es 
both in the mufassal and in the town — res(Mir<-e8 both in existing hos[)italK 
and In iirospecti vt* hospitals and the service of non-offimal medeal pracfi- 
tiom‘rs. It is in this way that some of the medical institmions ui this 
city have heen built ii]). Of course we cannot expect to start such insMt u- 
tiouB on tin* same standard on which the medical school of tim wlidom 
'capital of WMstorn Bengal, 1 mean Bnrdwaii. has heen estahlislied or 1 he, 

standard on which the prospective school of dentistry is going to he estah- 

*hed in Calcutta. At the same time 1 believe if we work combining the 
fcnciplea of efficiency with economy, it will bg possible to conduct medical 
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iijHtitutions for the purpose of training a fair niiuiber of medical men at 
diff(^roiit centres in Bengal. My Lord, I hIiouIJ not enter into details at this 
stnge, hut the need is urgent. The field, as I have already said, is left 
to quaedcs and outlaws, and medical sch(X)ls will spring up, turning out 
practitioners and who will liavt; nothing whatever to do with ll)f> Medical Act 
or tin*. Medical Degrees Act, and tlie only way to prevent the activities of 
such institutions and such practitionei 8 would he to increase tin* number of 
medical schools of the right sort in dilfo*rent parts of Bengal. 

1 have nothing more to say. I am ratiier frigliten(*d to see the activities 
in (liffer(‘nt (jiiarters — activities d(‘V' ted to start schools and institutions that 
do not como within tho scope of tin* two Medical Acts, both of B(*ngal and of 
India. I hof)i‘ tlovernmerit will realise this, and will devote their attention to- 
wards the solution of this most important problem.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“My r.ord, I fully supuorl the proposal. Afler what has been said by 
the Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar, 1 aiii fully convinced that Government will 
consider the question carefu ly. There* is very great need of medical practi- 
tioiu'rs in the mufassal, but as to how relief is to lie given it is for Govern- 
ment to (h*cido. TlH*y will collect the necessary material. 1 would only 
inake om* or two suggestions. Tliere is one class of practitioners — 1 mean th(*. 
Kabirajes — and some of them are very suect'ssful physicians ; but the 
dilficulty is 1 hat thc'n* is no good system of studying Ayurvetla. I would 
tak(^ tins oi)poi-|uinty l(» suggest that if an t*xamination like tiu* tol examina- 
tion is introdne(*l and anatomy and 8urg(*ry are taught to the Kal/intjds tln^ 
(pK'stion medical r(*lirf in the mufassal will be partly sol ved. As tin*’ matter 
of granting m<‘dical ridief to the mufassal will havi^ to Im* ronsidto’ed in various 
aspects. I beg that my suggestion may also bt* considenul in this connection.” 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali said — 

“My Lord, 1 ris(' to support th(5 resolution, dd) my mind under Your 
Kxcelleiicy s adminstrat ion mt'dical education has become V(*ry important 
ami urgent. If \o\\r Eie(*lhmcy’s (d)vc*rnment will look to tin* births and 

cb'.aths account of the lh*ovifice. Your Exce]h*ney’s Govinnment will see that 
tin* number of (b'aths is mnirly double tin*, liirtlis. This is a fact which Your 
Exeelleney’s (l()V(*rnnient should not lost^ sight of ; inon*ov(*r, the Government 
of India wants Iji at tht* mufassal districts should have more liospitals, and 
Your Exeellency’s Govt*rinmmt are not unmindful of the necessity. Your 
Kxeellem^y in differi'iit centr(*s evinced feelings for tin* liealth of your peo} le. 
8ueh being the fa(*ts, I liopi* and trust tliat Your Excellency hs Government 
will l)e pleas(*d to ac(‘ept the r(*solution. In my (juestion in tliis Council 
Governiiii'iil told me that for having a medical school for Chittagong, the 
matter is un h*r consideration of (iDvernment. When in last year’s budget 
time J had opportunity to move the Finance Member in the matter, 1 was lold 
that tln^ scheiin' is a now one and so could not be taken up during war time 
when tli(*re was a crying need for money. In tliis year I repeated the same 
tiling ov(‘r again ; 1 was told that before the Burdwan Medical School is com- 
pleted no (piestion for a medical school can be taken up for Eastern Bengal. 
]\ry Lord, the remark was very disa])pointing A Member of this Council 
has taken up the siihjeet right earnestly. The learned \ ice-Chancellor in his 
spe(*eli (*xjuvssed his earnestness for medical schools. Every non-ofificial 
M(*mbei\ I think, is keen for having medical schools in the mufassal. Govern- 
nH*nt C lergy should l>e directed to the mufassal. I hope and trust that 
(iovermni'iit willaece])t the resolution and give effect to it as soon as possible. 
In the mufassal qual fied doctors are not available for giving effect to private 
enterprisa*s for establishing hospitals. Under such cireumstances, I would pray 
again to Government that they will grant relief as suggested in the resolution.’' 
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The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta naiJ > 

“ My Lord, 1 Ix'g ro support this resolution. In doing so I do not want 
to make any speech as the resolution speaks for itstdf. Tue only (piestion is 
the question of ways and means and how this can he acconptlisht d tiiiancially 
or otlierwise. It is a (piestion of vital imjiortance to tlu^ ptn^ple of the country, 
and I hope that if there are any tlitlicuUies they will he overcoin(^. 

I have got only one suggestion to make, and that is this, that we 
should start with one school in each division of the Presidency. With tliese 
words 1 bog to support the resolution.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheel ar said: — 

‘‘1 apologise for so oft m having to stand before the ('OUneil to iiresciit 
facts and arguments of vviiieh th(\v an^ alrt'ady a\vart‘, hut l he position is 
rather one into which I am ft)re(‘d than oiu^ of my own cho:e(‘. In this 
particular matter of medical ed ileal ion, wt* had a fairly hmgtliy discussion in 
connection with the liudgaU, of 1919 20, and as n^c«‘ntly as February last 
Your Exctdloncy, when laying the found ition stom^ of the Buniwau M(*dical 
School, gave a very full (‘Xj^lanat ion of the polley ol your (ioviuinmuit. In the 
matter of policy, those gentlemen who have spoKen to-day urging the impor- 
tanc(' of increasing the nuinhiu* of m ‘dical men in this jnovmee an aliaaidy, 
so far as Government is eoin'orn al, pnaaehing to the con vert/al. In Your 
Excellency’s speech at Hurlwan sonu' six weeks ago. you deline I t he policy 
of Governnuuit in tlie following words: — 

‘The local Govm’innent havc^ di'cided that tin' riglit policy to ]JuiHUe is 
gradually to (\stahlish in important eenti-es t liroiignout tin' Fresi hmey 
imalical schools on modern lines,’ 

and ^\)U^ I'lxcelleiic'y <lellin'd that polic} aft<‘r dealing witii fin* argiiiueiit 
that w«‘ should supply an inferior form of me inaal (•lueation — soiiirthiug less 
tiian t he standard (d‘ sn h-assistant surgeons which, I'ompatihly wii.ii our 
obligations to the province, W(* thought to he tin* lowi'st standard we could 
endorsi' — and with lln* argunnmt that we should add still fiii'ther to the 
congt'slion ol sludents in (’ahuitta by (a)nc»'ntratuig new medical instil nl n'lis 
in this city. rinu'elort' tin' ])oIicy of tin* local (iovcrnnienl and the policy 

of tln‘ Hon hie Mover of this n'solution are very largidy oik' and the .^anie, and 

It is in<*rely a (piestion of the pa(;e at which wa* shall proei't'd. In our vitnv 
wu' cannot proeia'd at h'O rapid a r.ite, luit we hav(* already done a good d(‘al 
both by inere.asing the facilities in e.^isting s(diools, by stai‘ling tin* ihirdwain 
scliool ; wliiidi w’(i hopt* to ('oni[del<‘ this yi'arj, and, again, in this year’s hiidgi*!. 
by giving t he very liberal sum of Its. 4 lakhw to whal is practically a new 
intMlieal eollegi* in (\aleutta. 

In this eoim(‘ction I would <iej)recai<' drawing a line between school 

and college I'dueation, or hetwtu'ii oin* form of iiuslical (ixpenditure and 

another. I’lie object of all Mtalical ex |»einlitare is the n*lief of siilleuang, 
and the training ol ni^w’ doctors is not hjr t lie puri)os(' of providing fresh 
careers hui in ordiT tlint d<K*tors may go fortli and help the si(;k, ddie 
])r()vision for hospitals is desigmsl t<* attain the same ('iid in anoth(*r way. 

Weil, Sir, that is what w'e are* doing now and the extent of what w’o 
contemplate taking iij) during tin' ensuing y« ar. 'Fhen' are other possibili- 
ties liefore us, noticeably in connection w’ith the (‘reation of a Mi'dical 
Faculty at the Dacca University. If that is gone into and found to fie a 
practical propr>siiion, it will nai urally raist* the qm^stion of tin* status of thi' 
Dacca School, and were it found possible to raisi^ that to a (/ollege — 1 do not 
know v/hether it will be found possible or not — it might eciually then be 
desirable to open a new medieval school in Eastern Bongd for which Mymen- 
|||ingh, with its new hospital, is an obvious place. Then again, the other 
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day, a representation wap made to U8 from .lalpaiguri that the tea industry 
would like to assist in the opening of a seluK)! at that place and tlje conse- 
quential iinproveinents of the hospital. Tliat suigestion came from tlie 
Indian Sfntion of the industry, and 1 do not know liovv far it will Ije borne 
out by the more inHuential European gardens: but wo have referred the 
matter to tlie local offic(‘r8 an;] we tthall see what comes of it. These are the 
only two definite propositions which we have Ixifore us, and we shall (continue 
the examination of them during the year. Apart from them there is no very 
obvious centre in the mufassal wliere a new school could be started, since, 
as Your Excelhmcy ( inphasipf'd at Burdwan, it is very often ov(Tlook(d that 
th(i lirst essential for a school is an efficiemt hospital. Neither do 1 think 
that it is wise to try to go too rapidly in this matt(n-. We have got to 
comph^to the Burdwan School -^nd we will wise to see how it answers. 

It is a somewhat iicw experiment to open isolated sc hools of a small 
typ<;, and we should reasonably like to be satisfied that the standard of 
effici(‘n(;y of tt'aehing will be maintained. It is not unreasonable if we 
move with some (‘aulion, progressing gradually where we see that facilities 
offer tliems(^lves. 


In deftmeo of our policy 1 would again advert to our efforts towards 
medical la lief as a whol(‘, as we so often hear spiHvlies which setuns to infer 
that t he local ( lovernimmt is at any rale not ovio'ketm on ih(' subject of 
imalical relied, although 1 admit tli(‘ reesolution of Mr. Mitten* spennlleally 
states th(‘ contrary. I submit that the* action ol the local (T()ve‘i’nment in 
the* mat ten- ed a medical devedopine'iit should be judgeal as a whole*. We can 
only s[)end mone'y on the^ Medical l)e])artm(‘nt compatibly with the claims of 
eitlie*!- 1 )e!partinents. ami on eem^ particular aspect of the Me* lieal Dt'iiartnu'iit, 
compatibly with the* (‘laims of otlie*!* aspe.'(U^. \ jewing oiii- exjie'ndit nfe* on the 
Medical I )e‘j)artine*nt as a whole*, it has imn-ease'd considen-ably d uriiig the* incum- 
bency of the present local Oovernrnemt, and we have* uneie*i-take‘n many schemes 
for the bemefit of the pre)viiiee. Our expemdit ure* Inis rise>n stf*a i dy — Rs. 28 
lakhs in 1917-18, Us. 29 lakhs the next year, Rs. dl lakhs in the* le'vised budget 
e)f 1919-20 and Us. H7 lakhs in the budge*t of the e‘nsuing year, /.c., an 
incre'ase^ e)f abeait .d2 j)er cent, in four years, and I think the (a)uncil will 
aelmit that we* have not neglce-teMl the V(*ry imporlant edaims of this side of 
the administratiein. 


As |•(*garels inelivielual works, I woulel emphasise' the* many improvements 
which we have' (*ffe*e*te*d since' 1917. To take (Jale-utta first, anel to cejnfine 
ourselve's tee schenu-H e)f first rate* impoilance*. the wen'ks that we have ae*tually 
carrie*el emt or which are in progress in the' (^'im])bell He)s})iral e*omprise various 
e‘xtensions. imtice'ably in the surgical warels. the con^tiuction e)f seiw'ants’ 
quart e*rs atid t he* aeapiisil ion of a site' for a hostel; in the* Medical (Jollege 
the ceinstructiein e)f an enormous block of se»-vaiits’ ejuarte*rs, the commence*- 
inent of the* ve*ry le)ng de*layeel project of the Eye Hosfiital. epiarte*rs for new 
nurses and the* acquisitiem of a site fora hostel, tee say nothing ejf improve- 
ments in the* X’-Ray and Electrical l)t*partme'nt ; te) Belgachia we preapose 
to give* a large' grant of Rs. 4 lakhs eluring the ensuing year ; t he Tropical 
iSethoed of Me'dieim* and Hospital have be(*n constructed and are ne)\v only 
awaiting eepiipfm'nt anel staff'; the lunatje; asylum at Bhe)vvanij)or(} is being 
rebuilt, ami various improvements have been carried out at the Howrah 
Hospital. Turning to tin* niufassal^ we gave liberal grants to the Mymensingh 
Hospital enabling its completion on a scale far superior to that of most other 
district liea<lqunrters hos[)itals. \Vo have a fine new hospital nearing comple- 
tion at Dacca and we have made' material improvements to rlie school ; finally 
we have the Burdwan School under construction. I (*ould give an equally 
long list of projects waiting to be undertaken, but 1 will not weary the 
Council. Apart from those institutions we have' added largely to our 
expenditure un4©r the head of the pay of the Indian Medical Service, and we 
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have also improved the pay of civil assistant surgeons. I urge, Sir, that We 
can show a very satisfactory record in respect of medical relief, as was indeed 
only to be expected from the well-known interest that Your Excellency takes 
in anything (iunnected with the public health, wliich has been so frequently 
acknowledged by Members of this Council. I have been associated with the 
Medical Department continuously since 1909, and from the financial point 
of view it has never bt^en accounted as a disadvantage to a department that 
it should be a subsidiary charge of the Finance Member. 

Therefore, Sir, we have gone aheao sulistantially under tin* head of 
Medical, and we hoj)t' to go ahead si ill niort*, and even though we are not 
prepared to go (juite so fast as the Hon'bh* Memlxu* would wish, I hope we 
may be giv(m credit for our achiiwements in the past. I sympathise to 
sucli a largt‘ (extent svith the* intention of this n^solution that 1 do not pj’opose 
to vote against it. On tin* oth(*r hand, if it means that we should undertak# 
forthwith the opening of mnv schools, 1 cannot conscitmtiously vot(* for it, as I 
hav(‘ just (^xpLiiiKHl to I h(» Council the exttmt to whi(‘h only wi* art' })repared 
to go. lint if the (’ouncil pass the resolution as an idtail, 1 personally have 
not th(‘ slightest obje(!tion to it/* 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Hitter said 

“ My Lord, I have to join my hoi/hh* fritmd opposite in apologising to th(‘ 
(’ouneil lor bringing this matter so often to its attcuition. The reason for my 
bringing forward this matter so often is that although, as J liavi' adinit- 
te.d in my ix'solution, tin* Oovernment has taken some Kt(‘ps yet. the ))rogress 
lias not b(*(m comnK'nsnrale with the demands of the sit nation, ami that is 
the reason why 1 liavn* again brought forward tliis resolution. Tln^ Ilon’ble 
Mmnbtn- in (‘harg(‘ has remarked that I am jireaching to the conv(‘rt(ul, and 
I ho|)(' In* will excuse me if 1 say that if he is a (•onvi‘rt he has c(U*tainly not 
the zeal of a convert. H(* has aj)proached tlu^ qut^stion more from the point 
o[ view of a hard li(‘ad(Ml Finance Member than of a zealous convert imbutHl 
with the (mtliusiasiu of oixuiing more medical scdnxds for tin* medical relief 
of the provine«*. 'Tlie Iloii’ble M(*inb(‘r has said that ii is tin* ])olicy of 
Government to havt* intHlleal schools in imjiortant {-(‘iitreH tlirmighout the 
Presidency. We W(*l(;one' that polii^y, but our point of disagreement is that 
Governnnmt is not following the jiolicy it has l.iid down with sufliciont 
eariK^stm^ss, determination and exixulition. 'Fhe Hon’ble Miunber says that 
Government has inerea8(‘d (jxpendiinre on the medical head. It is inidoubtod- 
ly triu; that medical (^xptmdituro lias gone up under Your Excidhmcy’s adminis- 
tration : the figures given just now show that what was 28 lakhs four years 
ago is now lakhs, but in the earlier part of to-day’s dobat(i it was 
explained that on account of the war many nec(.*HHary expenditure had 
to be curtailed, and 1 have no doubt that medical expendituia* generally 
had to share the fate of various other important projects -whicli were 
abandoned or tiie expenses of which were curtailed. From that point 
of view, my Lord, the rise from 28 lakhs to 37 lakhs is not very much, and 
wht‘n wo remember that this year at any rate w^e have some money to spend 
and Dial for some years past this question has been |)ressed upon tin*. Govi^rn- 
inent and that Government has accepted the policy of (‘xtension of medical 
schools, I expecti^d more money being spent on the extension of medical 
education. No doubt tlie Burdwan school was started last year which 1 hope 
and trust will bi* cijiiipleted this year, but will these additional expenses 
referred to by Sir Henry Wheeler on the Buulwaa schoi')! really solve 
the question to any appreciable extent ? Is Government satisfied that it 
will bring medical relief to the rural population to an appreciable extent? 
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Appreciable relief can be rendered if the Government makes up its mind to 
spend 3 to 4 laklis annually. Human life is far more important than a few 
lakhs of rupees, and for a Government like ours which has an income of 
nearly 7 crores of rupees, 1 do not think it ought to be very difficult to find 
four lakhs of rupees. My Lord, I quite appreciate that the lion’ble Member’s 
real point is that he wants to see how the experiment will work. This 
question was discussc'd in the lmj;erial Legislative Council years ago, and 
this question has also been discussed in the local Council more than 
once and the Government has accepted the position that it is necessary to 
have more medical schools. Then why wait any longer ? My Lord, if the 
resolution bo accej ted in the sense in which Sir Henry Wheeler wants 
to accept it, and it you will only give me the assurance that Government 
will try to do all they can, I sliall be satisfied. After all, the elected re- 
presentatives ol the people will come in shortly, and as 30 ur Govern- 
ment has tried to bo helpful to the future Ministers, they will no doubt be 
helpful in doing the necessary spade work in the intervening period. With 
these words 1 leave the resolution to the Council.” 

The motion was then put and carried. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITE1VI No. 5- 

Th0 Hon'blO Mr. P. C. Mittor moved the following resolution : — 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that Government 
do take into consideration the amendment of S(;(;tion 153A of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act (VIII of 1885) with a view to the addition of a provision to the 
following (^tfect — 

‘'The applicant must file an affidavit stating whether he has paid any 
rent during the pciriod in suit and, if so, the amount and particulars of such 
payment or payments together with receipts or vouchers in sufiport thereof.” 

He said : — 

“ Mj^ Lord, 1 shall very briefly explain to the (k)uncil the object of this 
n'Bolution. The object of this resolution is to minimise prevamtible litigation 
as also to give eff’e(!t to what was suggested in the report of the Select 
Committee when the Bengal Ttmancy Act was passed into law. In dealing 
with this section the Seh^ct (committee Report says that a deposit of the 
decretal amount is required in the case of such an application under 
section 17 of llie Provincial Small ('ause Courts Act, 1887. Wo have 
inserted a new section 153 A with the object of preventing vt^xatious 
applications for the purpose ol delay, not only under section 108 of 
the Code of Civil Procedure but also under section 623 of the same Code. 
We think that the tenant should be bound to deposit either the amount, if 
any, which he admits to he due or such amount as the Court directs. 
Tlu? (yourt should be empow^ered to regulatt; the amount of the deposit 
after consideration of the statement of injury filed with application. In all 
cases the Court should state its reasons for the order it passes whether it 
requires or excuses a deposit. The section is quite explicit on the point, and 
that was undoubtedly the object of the Select. Committee, but in actual 
practice what is happening is this : the section unfortunately does not say 
anjdhing about demanding an affidavit or a verified statement ; the tenant 
merely files a statement on a petition stating that he has paid everything 
although he has not ])ni] anjdhing, but wdien the landlord files a suit he has 
to submit a verified plaint, and if there is a misstatement the Court can get 
at the landlord, whereas when a person who wants to set aside an ex-parte 
decree he files the application without a verified statement or without any 
affidavit and the Court cannot hold him responsible for the statement. 
The result is that litigation goes on merrily much to the profit 

O Vl/l /Mr, wCIIa A- 1...4- A-. J.I # ll 
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tenant and the landlord. Therefore if my resolution be accepted much 
preventible litigation will cease. Neither the landlord nor the tenant is 
benefited by prolonging the agony. While tlie landlord gets his money in 
two or three years the tenant has to pay a great deal more because he has 
to pay interest for that further pm’iol besides costs. I tlierefore submit if 
this resolution be accepted litigation will bo greatly minimised." 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadar said 

“ I beg to support this resolution witli this object that litigation will be 
avoided a good deal. When this st'ction was before th(> Select (\)mmitteo it 
was thought that a nu^re statmnent on the p irt of the applicant (the tenant) 
will be suffiedent for the purpose, but my own expcudeiK^o a hows that a mere 
statement is not sufficicuit hccausis my Lord, it a[>pears that tht' Oourt has 
authority under clause led (/>) to regulate the amount of ile|K)sit to be taken 
from the tenant. If the tenant pays tlu^ amount in full or pays it in pari, or 
in excess or if theie bt^ any other rcvisou ^\)r the claim to be accepted 
he can say so ; it is highly m^cessary that a sworn stateiiumt or an 
affidavit should be lilt'd in (\)urt. If that is not done and mendy a ptdition 
is put into Court, the (h)urt is pow»'rlt‘ss hiu't'after to dttal wit h tlu' questitin. 
d'liertifore if tluu'e be full materials bt*fore tlu' ( lourt as t‘videnet‘ thi' Court 
will be in a position ttMleal vvitli th»^ matter. Wlum nosiitdi stattmu'iil is made 
the tenant t^an |)iit the laiidlortl to difficulty, but omu' lit' had mad(* a sworn 
stattunent he cannot resilt‘. It will lamtTit the landlord as wtdl us the tenant 
if this procedurt', vvliieli was the snbj(M‘t iiuittm* of eonslibu'al ion by the 
Select (a)nunittee, weia^ adopted, ddu'se are the reasons i’oi- which 1 support 
the resolution ihovimI by my lioirbh* friinnl." 


The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartti said — 

“My Lord. I b(*g to oiqiose this resolution and 1 hope that all the Miunbers 
of the (a)uncil, who have got the intco'est of the tenants and raiyals at Ilnur 
lieart, will opjiost* it. The obji^U of this n*soIntiou is simply to bcundit 
the landlords ainl to add to the already In'avy difficulties undei- which the 
tenants are t< livii and carry on litigation w’ith a j)f)\vorful membc^r. 
What is the obj(‘ct of this resolution ? Tin' hon’bh? mover says that there 
ought to be an affidavit sworn by t ln‘ Ituiant when he fi](‘s an aj)plicaliou 
und(‘r section 108 of tin' Itengal Tenancy Act, tliat is to say, wdnm tlnua* is an 
ex-parte decrc(* in favour of the landlord or wln'ii l lnuai is a revision of the 
judgment or winui there is a failure of jiisti<*e on any insufficicmt ground the 
tenant has under the existing law only to file an apj)licalJon befon' tln^ (Jourt. 
My Lord, wa have to oonsider what sort of difficult i(‘H he labours under. 
Besides the court-fees on his petition or ap))lieation he has to [)ay pro(a?HH- 
feos, pleader’s fee and other necessary (‘xpenstm iinudental to litigation. In 
view of these harassment s the haarmsl Judge shall have, to tak(? into consi- 
deration the fact whether tlu^ application of the tenant is justifiable or not.. 
Moreover, under section 153(A) he has tod(‘posit the very limited amount of rent 
which he admits is due from him to tlie landlord. So notwithstanding ail 
these difficulties if the tenant think t hat then^ has been a faihiri' of justice 
or there has been some inisreprescmtations of the overzf 3 alouH zamindar’s 
agent or that there has been, for some reason or otluir, an ex-vurte decree 
against him he has the power under the leginlalure to submit an application 
before a Court either to review the, judgment or reconsider the matter 
altogether. So, my Lord, I think my hori’ble friend’s resolution profioses 
an amendment which will add to the difficulties of a tenant. Hii has simply 
moved it for the benefit of the landlord to the detriment of the tenant. 
Moreover, what will lie the benefit of passing this resolution if it is proposed 
that the applicant must tile an affidavit stating whether he has paid any rent 
^itirini? the suit and* if so, the amount and narticulars of such navrnetit or 
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paymentB tof^fether with receipts or vouchers in support thereof. If this be 
done landlords would not lie greatly benefited, but it would simply add to the 
difficulties of the tenant. With these remarks I beg to oppose the 
resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gumming said 

“ My Lord, 1 am sorry that the Council should be troubled with a sugges- 
tion of a somewhat technical nature rc'garding tenancy legislation, which the 
Hon’ble Member has seen fit to bring forward. Indeed I am also astonished, 
since 1 am sure the lion’ble mover must be awani that there arc many possible 
changes which might be made in the d enancy Act, whether in the landlords’ 
interests or in the tenants’ interests. Indeed some, of whicdi (lovernmeiit are 
personally well aware, are of greater importance than this. I may also say 
that so far as the Revenue Department have information there has been no 
general demand for the increased protection which he asks ; nor am I prepared 
to admit that, so far as Government are aware, the landlords havt^, any legiti- 
mate grievance in the matter. Now, shortly, what is the point ? The hon’hlo 
mover says that he desires to minimize litigation in tin*, int(‘r(‘sts of horh 
landlords and tenants ; but, (‘Ven according to liis own si*at(nn('nt, the inten‘St 
is primarily that of t-he landlord ; an<L as th(^ last sp(‘aker has shown, it is 
almost entirely in the landlords’ interests. The point is that at the time when 
this section 153A of the Tenancy Act was passed in 1907, it was laiil down 
that under certain circumstanccjs an applicant who wished to have a rt'view in 
his favour should deposit in court the amount of rimt which he admitted to 
be due. The hon’ble mover says — so far so good ; but in practice tliat advant- 
age has been minimised by the fact that the tenant puts forward vexatious 
statements c#l the basis of which he is able to persuade iL(‘ court to forego 
this deposit. 4s a further che(‘k the hon’ble mover now suggesls that it is 
desirable that a tenant defendant should file an affidavit stating tln^ amount 
due from him as rent together with the details of payment. In th(‘- mattm* of 
this kind, Government at present have no preconceived views. Government 
are quitt‘ prepared to make an enquiry as Cc whether this proposed ainmidmimt 
is necessary or not, but Governnumt at iircvsent are not prepared to lie eom- 
mitted in any way regarding either its merits or demerits, or as to the 
wording or the terms of the Hon’ble Member’s resolution ; nor are they 
prepared to commit themselves to any promise of future legislation. If the 
hon’ble mover is prepared to accept this view of Governnumt, that they will 
make enquiries as to the neta^ssity or desirability of such a change in the 
law, then on that understanding Government will accept the resolution. But 
I should like to point out, my Lord, that if any amendments of this nature are 
to be brought forward, it is highly desirable that they should be pn^ceded by 
a Rent Law Commission. During the time that I have been in charge of the 
Revenue Department of this province, I have realized that the time must 
come, though the present time is not opportune, when there should be a 
further stock-taking as to the working of the Tenancy Act. It may be that 
•some pro-landlord amendments are required and that some pro-tenant amend- 
ments are n^quired ; but unless some definite injustice has been committed, 
or some wrong has to bp remedied. Government are not prepared at present 
to undertake piecemeal legislation of the nature suggested. As regards the 
particular matter which has been placed before the Council, namely, that an 
affidavit as well as a deposit is required in certain cases. Government are 
prepared to make an enquiry ; and to that extent, as 1 have already stated. 
Government will acc^ept the resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. MItter said .— 

My Lord, I am prepared to accept the position laid down by the Hon^ble- 
Member in charge that Government will inquire into the matter, but in doing * 



Babu Ktahori Mohan Vhaudhuri. 






80 1 should like to explain one or two poinle. The Hon’hle Mr. Cunuiiing 
has pointed out to the Council that ii is not desirable that clian^es in the 
Tenancy Act should be intreHliiced piecemeal, and that all changes should 
be preceded by a Rent Law Coniinission. 1 may assure my hon’ble friend 
opposite that I liave fully and carefully considered that position, and 1 'juite 
agree that that is a valid position. But even while holding that view my 
reason for moving tliis resolution was this. I am not seeking for the intro- 
duction of a n(‘vv principle ; tins principle has been ac(;epted by the Act as it 
stands ; it is only an evasion of the principle embodied in the Act which 
renders my resolution necessary. 1 have no doubt that it the Govt‘riiment 
enquires into the matter, it will lind that out of 100 cases in which esrpurte 
decrees are set aside, 90 cases are ultimately decrecul to the full, so that 
Government will find that, although tln^ wording o[ section 158A is (juite 
clear, yet during all these years much preventibhj litigation has lu^en going on. 
'Fbe consideration of changt^s in the Tenancy Law is a point of gi*eat import- 
ance. The Rent Law Oommissiont'rs will have to considi^r all the various 
changes in ]:)rinc‘iple which may have to be introduced. But this d (‘s not 
involve a (luostioti of change of prineiph'. That is all 1 have got to say in 
reply to the Mon’ble Mr. (/unnning. 

With reftM'(mci' to 1 hi‘ rtonarks of tht‘ Uon’bh* Bahu Sarit (diafidra 
(Jhakravarli, to wliom J hav(' lisuoied to with the utmost rcspt>et, I in.'iy say that 
my resolution is certainly not oppostnl to the real inter(‘sls of the tenants. I 
look upon the true interests of the landlord and the tenants an‘ idmnieal. Tin* 
interests of the oppn'Ksive landlord are no tloubt (nitirely diilercnt. from tlie 
true interests of tin* temant.s, hut the huidlord who has certain din^s to ja‘alizt^, 
if he sues tlie tenants, and if interest(‘d people advis<' the* tenant to g») on 
litigating, that is not siu’vingthe true intiu'ests of the tenants, bi^eaust* in any 
cast* the tenant will ultimattdy have to pay, and tln^ utmost he can get is one 
or two years’ respite, and in that ease ho will havtt to j)ay miieh moit*. 1 hava* 
no doubt that my hoii’l>le friend will agn^e with me wln‘u In^ eonsiders tin* 
mattcu* in cooler inoiin'nts that such a course is not furthering the interests of 
the tt'iiants. 

With thtmo words, my Lor<l, I Ix^g that this resolution [)Ut.’ 

’rin' motion was then put ainl agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 6. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved the following 

resolution : — 

“ This (Douncil recommends to tin; Governor in Council that tln^ Railway 
Board be inovtsl to take np iinmodiat(*Iy th<* construction of the railway line 
from Issurdi to Nachoul via Uainpur-Boalia connecting tin' twc> sections of 
the Eastern J3engal Railway, viz., Gmlagari-Katihar line and Calcutta to 
Santahar main liin^, the construction of whi<*b has already been approved.” 

He said : — 

‘’My Lord, in moving this resolution I cannot perhaps do better than to 
quote a letter of my friend, the lloii’ble Mr. O’Malley, then District Magistrate 
of Rajshalii, to the Commissioner, R ijshahi Division, dated Rajshahi, theJIth 
March, 1916, regarding the subject of the present resolution. 

But before 1 do it I will ask for the indulgence of the House for giving a 
short account of the movement that has, as a last resort, resulted in the 
present resolution before this Council. It was in the year 1882 or 1883, 
when the divisional headquarters of the Rajshahi Division was at liarnpur- 
Bouiia, that Lord Ulick Brown, the then Ctnnmisaioner of the Rajshahi 
started the proposal for a railway line from Nator to Rampur- 
Ijlllll^i^istance of only about 28 miles, and even went so far as to settle with 
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MeesrH. Mitchell & Co — I am saying all this from memory and therefore 
speak subject to correction — for the construction and working of tlje line by 
them with a guarantee from the Road Cess Committee and the Rampur- 
Boalia Municipality for a profit of Rs. 850 a mile and a lump contribution of 
Rs. 00,000 was then promised by Babu, afterwards Maharaja, Gobinda- 
lal Roy of Taj hat in Rangpur, on the occasion of his accession to the Raj title, 
for a bridge at Jhalmalia. Every arrangement was complete for the taking 
up of th(* work and even the necessary deeds were drafted and considered, 
but, unfortunately for the people of Rajshahi, Lord Ulick Brown retired some- 
time in 1884 and Jiis successor in office, Mr. Lowes, with the help of his then 
Personal Assistant Rai Bahadur Harimohan Chandra — my predecessor in this 
Council — indm^ed the donor to divert his promised contribution towards con- 
structing tile Lowes Jubilee Sanitarium at Darjeeling. I do not know whether 
this diversion was the consequence of the removal of the ‘divisional head- 
quarters to Jalpaiguri. Tin* result, however, was that the proposed railway line 
• was practically abandoned altogether. The sanitarium became extremely 
useful in its way no doubt, and it might have also secured a life pension of 
Rs. 900 a year to my friend Rai Bahadur Harimohan Chandra, but the people 
of Rajshahi could not ludp regarding it as a great loss to them and as an act 
of d(dd)erate injustice — possible only because of the official influence of some 
intcresto 1 p tsous — dom^ to them stifling their natural aspiration to be in closer 
touch with (’alcutta and the outside world. No one can possibly doubt that 
it was a gr(‘al loss to tlimn for if the proposed line were then estaldished, 
Flajshahi would surely have expanded much more than it has done in the past 
few years. Tlu^re was at that time no metalled roail, as now is, from 
Rajshahi to Nator nor was there any steamm* sorviei; connecting Rajshahi 
with the railway line and thus Rajshahi remained, as before, cut off for w^ant 
of spoi^ly communication and more especially so during the rains. Your 
Excellency aiid my hon’ble colleagues can easily realize the grt*at disappoint- 
mfuit that We the p(U)ph^ of Rajshahi felt at the time. 


Aft(U’ that again and again the people of Rajshahi tried their !(‘vel best to 
hav(^ tlnur just grievances redressed by the construction of a railway line, if 
ii(‘(!essary with a contribution from the Provirnual fund. They even got, my 
Lord, n'pealed assuranees from the successivi^ rulers of tlie province and His 
Honour the Liciutenani-Governor, Sir Alexander Maekenzii', on the occasion 
of his visit to the town, assured us that as soon as the site of the Sara fb’idge 
would b(' linally sctth'd we would get a railway conm‘etion witli that place, 
ddie site of the bridge was s(*ttled, the Hardinge Bridge was eomplet(*d and 
traffic over it has been going on for s(‘veral years, still the ] eople of Rajshahi 
are, my Lord, just where tliey were, and the mmdi rep)eatod promise by the 
Government — I am very sorry to say — remains uiiredeemt‘d to this day. The 
pfHjplo of Rajshahi are (iven worse than they were before, because, not to^ 
speak of the esiahlishment of the promised railway connection with Paksey, 
tlie steamer service that was plying before the construction of the Hardinge 
Bridge was discontinued — to our great surprise not altogether unmixed with 
a sense of humour at this irony of fate. 


There are now at Rajshahi a first-grade college with about 800 students, 
a central jail, an agricultural farm, the Varendra Research Society, a 
sericultural scliool, a technical school with B classes attached to it, a Sanskrit 
College, two High English Schools teaching up to Matriculation standard, and 
witliin 10 miles from l<ajshahi thefe is the big Police Training School at Sarda. 
and th(ue is every possibility of the Rajshahi College being developed into 
a University and other educational institutions are also likely to come 
into being at no distant date. Then there is at Rajshahi the headquarteis 
of the Executive Engineer of the Rajshahi Southern Division. Though 
there is now a metalled road from Nator to Rajshahi, the means of commu- 
nication are very uncertain, irregular and cjstiy for the ordinary public 
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68) ecially for the ladies. I have heard instances when studonis of the 
Rajsbahi College coming from the eastern siile, i.e,, those who arc compelled 
to take the Nator route when they return to college from lln ir homes 
after the vacations, had sometimes to wait for two days at Nator for want 
of conveyaiic*e. And such instances are not rare. There is also of course a 
daily Bteamer service between Sarda and Lalgola Ghat ♦j/d Rampiir-Boabn, 
which is also very uncertain and irregular, especially liuring tht^ summer. 
This a8^)eet of tlie question has been very fully dealt witli in the letter 
refeiTod to above of my friend the Hon’ble Mr. U’Malh*y, which 1 may be 
permitted to quote here — 


No. 4006, dated Kajshahi, the -yrth March, 1916. 

From — L. 8. S. O’Mallky. Esq., i.(\s., Chairman, District Board, 
Ra js hah i, 

To — Tlie Commissioner of the Rajshalii Division, dalpaiguri. 

I have tlq3 honour to forward herewith a copy of a resolution regarding 
railway communicatinnB in the district of Ixajshahi, whieli was passed at a 
special meeting of the District Board held on tlu^ 7th February last. 

2. I may, in the first instance, state briefly how the district is situated 
in respect of railway communications. 'Po the east Northern Section of 
the Eastern Ibnigal Railway runs through the Nator subdivision from m^ar 
t Issurdi to Raninagar, the length of the lim? within th(' district Ixn'ng ai'prox- 
imat(*ly 14 miles. To the extreme south-’cast a short length of tln^ (Jodagari- 
Katihar extension of the saiiH^ railway runs from (uxlagari (ihat on the 
Gang(‘S to Digram station, a distance^ of about 1 1 miles. Tlu^ whole of the 
district between these two linos is without any railway. 


3. The ahsenc(‘ of railway fa<dliti(^s is ospeeially felt by the head- 
quarters station of Rampur-Boalia. This town was formerly tln^ lieadcjuarters 
of the division as well as of tin* district, hut owing to diflitnilty of aeoess I lu) 
Cornmissiom’r’s h(*ad(iuart(‘rH wto'f' transf(*rred fnnn it in 1H88. In Kj)it(^ of 
this recognition of its iiiaecessibilit}' notliiiig lias y(U, bt*(m dorn^ to ext(md the 
railway to tln^town. Its position lias, moreover. hc(m serionsly aff'c.’ted by tln^ 
opening of the Harding(‘ Bridget across the Ganges in Before that 

brldg(* was opened, a 8ti‘anier service ran betvv«*(m Lalgola Ghat and Dainuk- 
dm Ghdt touehing at Rampur-Boalia and thus furnishing a link with the rail- 
way ; hut since the bridges has h(;en opened the servict* to Damukdia (Jhat has 
been discontinued and the st(‘amers now run oidy from i.algola Ghat to 
Charghat, a villagi^ 14 mih*s s/jutli-east of Ranquir-Boalia. result is that 

persons who wisii t(j go to Calcutta have to travel by steamer to Lalgola 
Gh&t or by road to Godagari Ghat. Tliosw' wfio undertake tJu*. latte i’ journey 
have I (4 go over a bad road, 13 miles long, the first two and a half iniles of 
whicli an* on the Public W'orks Department embankment and so badly main- 
tained that tliey are passable with difliculty. Those who wish to go to other 
parts of North I5engal can only do so by going to Nator — a t(ulious and 
expensive journey of 28 inih^s. In addition to idiis, the steamer service 
cannot be altogether relied on owing to the shifting of the river channels : in 
1914, for instance, the steamers could not put iu near(*T than 7 miles from 
Rampur-Boalia. 


4. The present state of aflfairs is a source of c».>nsiderable inconvenience 
not only to the public but also to the administration, there being no means of 
speedy access to the outlying subdivisions and to tlui greater part of the 
'^^ar 8uV)divisiori. Rampur-Boalia, moreover, is the lith largest town in 
th and Eastern Bengal, its |)opulation being exceeded only in Dacca, 
Dug. Narainganj and Sorajganj. It contains a central jail with over 
jjfoners, most of whom are received from other districts of North Bengal 
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and require escorts. It also contains a Government college, which is the 
third largest Government college in Bengal, the number of students being 
surpassed only in the Presidency College, Calcutta, and the Dacca College. 
The artual number of students varies, but averages from 725 to 750. They 
come from 22 districts of Bengal and as one-sixth come from Pabna and a 
fourth from Dacca, Faridpur and Mymtiiisingh taken together, it will easily 
be realized to what inconvenience they are put in coming to and going from 
Kanq)ur-Boalia. 


5. The people of Rajshahi are naturally anxious to have a railway to the 
headquarters, but have hitherto taken no steps to secure the construction 
of a lint^ as it has long been expected that one would be constructed by the 
Eastern Bengal Railway. No such line, however, has materialized. Their 
long deferred hopes have given rise to a not unnatural impatience, and they 
deeirii to know definitely wliat is jiitcnded by the railway authorities. It is 
now felt that if the Eastern Bengal Railway is not likely to build a line in 
the near future, the District Board itself should take up the ^question. The 
District Board considers that such enterprise is dir(M;tly encouraged by the 
recent pronouncMunents of the Government of India in paragraph 31 of its 
resolution Nos. 5.5-77, dated the 25th April, 1915, on local self-government 
policy and of the Government of Bengal in paragraph 12 of its resolution 
No. 2993 L. S.-G., dated the 29th December, 1915, on the working of District 
Boards in Bengal. At the same time it r(*alizos that it is out of the question 
to consider any such project if the railway itself will definitely undertake to 
build a line. It is also awan^ that the sanction of the Railway Department 
would be necessary in order to ensure that the proj(^ct shall not conflict with 
others that it may hav(‘. under consideration. It, therebiro, considers it 
desirabbi to ascertain, in I he first instance, wln^ther the railway authorities 
will build a line to Rainpur-Boalia and, if so, when. 


f). In this connection, I may remark that a note by the Agent of the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway, on the devidopinent of railways in North 
Bengal, was published in th(‘ Statesntanoi the 21st August, 1915. In this not(' 
the comparative merits of a lino from Nator to Godagari through Rampur- 
Boalia and of aiiotln'r line from Issurdi to Nachaul through Ranipur-Boalia 
were discussed. #lhie conclusion of the Agent was that tlie advantage lay 
with the latter route and that ‘this liiui sliould tak(^ an early t)lace in the 
})rogranime of railway extimsions,’ Tlu^ propositi line, it was stated, would 
bo on th(^ standard gauge, the portion from Godagari to Naciiaul being 
convertiid to standard gauge when it had boon built ; and the hope was held 
out that if traffic really justified it, a short chord might be built later on 
between Nator and Ram^nir-Boalia. The District Board has not, however, 
been consulted in the matter and is not aware wheth(3r any decision has been 
arrived at. 


7. The construction of this line from Issurdi to Nachaul viA Rampur- 
Boalia may conceivably be delayed by financial considerations, by questions of 
gauge and by engineering difficulties in the section between Issurdi and 
Rampur-Boalia. If this is the case, 1 would urge that for the present the 
question of constructing a short branch from Rampur-Boalia to Godagari Gh&t 
may be considered. The Godagari Ghat station was formerly situated 19 miles 
from Rampur-Boalia, but last year owing to the formation of a cAar, which 
impeded the passage of the ferry steamers plying between that station and 
Lalgola Ghfit, the station and ferry wagon were shifted to a place 13 miles 
from Rampur-Boalia to which the name of Godagari Ghdt has been given. ^ 
For this purpose a line, al>out 5 miles in length, was built from Godagari' to 
the present Godagari GhSt, and it is a matter of regret that the question of 
extending the lino at the same time over the comparatively short distance of 
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13 miles to ilauipui-lioalia was not considerod. Sucli an extension would 
give llaiiipur-Boalia the railway connection which is so hadly needed, and it 
would, 1 believe, present no engineering difficulties and involve no very 
heavy expenditure. If, therefore, there is likely to be any delay over the 
construction of a line from cither Issui-di or Nator to Nachaul or Godagari 
vid Rampur-Boalia, I would strongly urge that the desirability of construct- 
ing, in the first instance, a branch line between Ram|.ur-Boalia and Godagari 
Ghat should be considered. 


I take this opportunity of expn^ssing on ludialf not only of myself but of 
the whole public of Uajshahi our d(^ep gratitude to the Hon’ble Mr. L. S. S. 
OhVlalley for his activ*? and genuine sympathy and the great inleia'st which lie 
took in this matter. The letter speaks for itself and is a grt^at support to me 
for this resolution coming as it does from a responsible (^lliem- of Government. 

Now, my Lord, so far back as th(' year li)13 W(‘ W(U-t> told in a l(‘tt.er 
from tfie llon’ble Mr. B. K. Finnimore, Secretarv to the (lov(‘mment of Bengal, 
10 the Commissioner, Uajshahi Division, being No. 67 T. — K.. (lovcrnmi nt of 
Bengal, Railway Dcjiartmcnt, dat(‘d Darjeeling, the 12lh dune IhJH, that 'it 
8 almost certain that tiie lim^ would he coustriH^ted from Nachoul. vid 
Rampur-Boalia to (Jopalpmr ’ and it ir> nearly sevtm years from that date ami 
;he railway whicli was so certain seven years hack has not yet seen il-s way 
nto the budg(,‘t. 


We have waitcnl for about 67 years from the ycnir 18S6, ami the District 
Board, during the Ohairmansliip of Mr. O’Malb'y — prol^ahly di‘sj)airing of any 
iction by tln^ Gov('rnrmnit — iiltimat(‘ly proposed to construct a light lail way 
lieniBcdves ami jituidiug sanution advertistnl for tmnhMs for capital outlay ou 
1 {Xir ec'iit. guarantee. Temhu's came hut had to hv. ndused Innaiuse th(^ 
ichcune did not ree(‘ive the m'et’ssary sanction of t he (lovernimoit {vide the 
'cply given by tlit^ Hon’ble Mr. (!owl(\v to tlie starred qiiestioii No. 8 })ut 
)y me in the nieeting of this Council lield on the 8rd S('pt(uubrr, DJlSj. So 
hat schcuiie lias also dropjH'd, and we have*, had again to fall back U[>on tlii^ 
)romi8e of the Gov^f^rnimnil and an* now^ most anxiously looking forward to 
hem for the early fulhliiKuit of our just and legitiiiiat(* asfiiration. 


It ap})ears from tlie reply given by Sir Arthur Anderson to a (pK'stion 
)Ut by the llon’lih* Maharaja Sir Manindra Chandra Nandi in the imx't ing 
if the Imperial Legislativti Council on the 1st March, IDllt jiages 219 

,nd 270 of Part VT, hidia Gazette^ dated the 8th March, l!tl9), that the railway 
ine from Issurdi to Nachoul vid Rainpur-JJoalia was al that <lat(* umlcjr the 
lonsideration of the Goveriiim*nt for (;arly construction ami th(i H(dn*im 3 has 
>een approved having hevn j)laecd in the list of ' Nijw lim-s to lx; financed 
rom programme funds ’ and tin; line, the cost of whi<;h was (*stiiriaf ( m 1 at 87 
aklis, was to bo complet('d within three years. This, my Lord, has given a m^w 
lope to the peoj)le of Rajshalii. Your Excellency and tiui Government will, 
venture to expect, be pleased to excuse the ifu[)aliencf‘ of the Rajshalii 
leople if there is any, for the irnpatienco is only natural under the (drciim- 
tances. Tfieir inconvenience, cannot, my Lord, be exaggtirated and their just 
imbition, which was on the [loint of ful61mont about 37 years back, is still 
low unfulfilled in spite of nqn^ated assurances from responsible quart(*Ts. 
The war has now ended and the new era of joy and peace has again prevailed, 
ind therefore, my Lord, I appeal to the Government, with all the earnestness 
hat is in me and with all the emphasis that I can command, that this much- 
leeded and longexpected reform be not deferred any further. 

80 long dealt with the question from only one point of view, vi*., 
iStl ^HM^ Yenience of the Rajshahi people, but I may add that the line 
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j^unning. as it will doundtir the proposed scheme, through the Barind, the rice- 
producing tract of the district, will also help commerce and this must have 
been taken into consideration by the Railway Board while sanctioning the 
project. There is a large ri(^e-market at Nawabganj which I hope the new 
line will touch and I his will certainly benefit the commerce in rice. There 
are also other comnnu'cial advantages to be derived from the proposed new 
line which I nm] not discuss in detail, the sclieme having already been sanc- 
tioned by the Railway Board. But I may mention that when the connection 
between the two branchesr of the Eastern Bengal Railwa 3 Mn the way proposed 
will be complet(^ tlui Godagari-Katihar line having secured an easy outlet 
would h(? parang and more prasporous. 

1 have detained the Council for long and 1 beg to be excused. This is 
a matter in wlindi I leel very stronglj' and therefore I have spoken out of my 
heart. 

With these few words I commend this resolution to the acceptance of the 
House.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cumming said : — 

“My Lord, (iovernment sympathize with the natural df^sire of the people 
of Rampur-Hoalia to have a connection with tlie outside world. Tl.,‘ H on’hle 
Member has lahounnl in a somewhat attimuated Council by long quota- 
tions and somewhat technical arguments to prove his case in a matter in 
which Government are entirely at one with him. This matter of railway 
communications with Rampur-Boalia has been, I regret to say. liefore the 
Governnumt for ov(^r 30 years ; and th(' alignment which the local officers have 
favoured has had the entire support of the Bengal OoverniiHuit for at least 
8ev(m years. In recent years there has boon a controversy as to the merits 
of two alignments. In each alignment Rampur-Boalia is the fulcrum. There 
are many arguments which were considered by the Railway Board in their 
final review of 1916 when th(‘y 8upport(‘d the alignimmt from Gopalpur 
througli Rampur-Boalia to Nachaul on tln^ Godagari line. This was con- 
sidered by the Secretary of State in connection with th(‘ whole question of the 
improvonumt of railway communications in Northern Bengal in 1917; but J 
regret to say that on that occasion the Si^cretary of State passed no final 
orders in this matter. In March, 1919, as the Hon’ble Member has indicated, 
this project, although not the project which his townsmen have hitherto 
advtxuited, has been (uiterod in the programme of the Railway Board which 
Sir Arthur Anderson placed before tlie Imperial Council. The hon’ble 
mov(M- now asks that the Local Government should press the Railway 
Board to imsh on with its consi ruction. I desire to say, on behalf of Goverii- 
m('nt, that if the hon’ble mover will modify the word ‘immediately’ by 
substituting for it ‘at an early date,’ Government will be prepared to 
accept his resolution. Ihe position is this : the Local Government have 
always favoured some such communication as he himself desires. The Bengal 
Government have been overruled as regards the alignment from Nator 
through Rampur-Boalia to Godagari, which they supported. The alignment 
which now holds with the Rail\\ay Board has been placed in their list of pro- 
jected works ; but as Sir Arthur Anderson staled, the Government of India 
are unable to say when it will bo possible to commence any of these projects. 
In the circumstances the Bengal Government would now rather press that 
this particular project should he pushed to an early completion, than contend 
further for the alternative alignment which has hitherto been considered 
by local officers in Bengal as the better of the two alternatives. With these 
remarks. 1 am prepared to accept the resolution, subject to the alteration 
which I have suggested.” 
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My Lord, I thankfully accept the su^estioii. It may ho put in the 
modified form.” 

The resolution was then put in the following form and agreed to : — 

“This (h)Uticil recommends to the Governor in (Council that the llailway 
Board h(i moved to take up at an early date the construction of the railway 
line from Jssurdi to Nachaul vid Hamour-Hoalia connecting the two sections 
of the Easttum Bengal Railway, viz , Godagari-Katihar lim^ and Calcutta to 
Santahir main line, the construciion of whi(‘h has already heen approv'od.” 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourm'd to^Monday, the 1 2th A pril, 1920, at 
11 A.M., at Government House, (hahmtta. 


•L F. GRAHAM, 

Secy, io the (hwi. of Ilenyal and 
Sect/, to the Bengal Legidative (Jouncil. 


CALt'nTi A ; 

The 27th ApriL 1920. 
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Ahairacl of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislatir^e Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915, 

The Council met. in the Council Chamhcr at GovnMiinienl. House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 12th April, 1920, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Kx('Ellkncy tiik Kighi' IIon’hle LAVVKKNfcK doHN Lhmley Dundas, 
Eaul of Ronaldhhay, a.(M.E., presiding. 

The Hon’blc Sir Henry Wiieki.er, k.c.i.k., (\s.i. 

The Huiri)h> Mr. d. G. Cum.ming, c.s.i., (m.e. 

The IIon’l)l(‘ Siii Hi.iay (hi vNO Maiitar, k k.(m.e., i.o.m., Maharaja- 

(lliiraja Hahadur of Hurdwan. 

TliH Iloii’hlr Mr. H. L. SrEi'HKNsoN, c.s.i.. r.i.K. 

ddie llon’bh^ Sir Charles Stkvenson-Moore, k.c.i.k., c.v.o. 

'idle Hoii’ble Ma.iou-General AV. H. H. Korinson, (\r., i.m.h. 

The Ilon’l.h^ Mr. F. d. Monahan. 

Tlit^ Iloibble Mu. L. S. S. O’Malley, (M.k. 

'idle llon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy. 

The Hoii’l)le Mr. A. Marr. 

The llon’ble Mr. M. C. Mc Alrin. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Md W. Hornell, c.i.e. 

'idle Hon’lde Mr. C. VV. Gcrner. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aminul Islam. 

The Hondjle Mr. S. W. Goode. 

The Hon’ble Ihtisham-ul-.Mulk Kai»~ud-1)aula Amir-ul-Omrah Nawab 
Sir Asif Qadr Saiyid Wasif ’Ali Mirza Khan Bahadur 
Mahabat Jang, k.c.s.i., k.c.v.o., Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad. 


1 
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The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, (m.k. 

The Hori’ble Raja HuirtiiiKEftH Laha, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ bio Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter, c.i.e. 

The Hon’bbi Raru S]v Narayan Mukharji. 

The Hon’blo Kumar Shir Siiekhareswar Ray. 

The Hon’ble Baru J5rojendra Kishor Ray (Jhalidhuri. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Akun Chandra Sinhha. 

The Hon’ble Sir Dera IhiASAD Sarradhjkari, Kt., (\i.e. 
The Hon’l)l(^ Rai Dehender (hiuNDER (ihohe Bahadur. 

The Hon’bie 1!ai Radha Chauan Pai. Bahadui:. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. M. W ATKON Smyth. 

Tlie Hon’ble, Mn. W. H. PitKi.Ps. 

The llon’ble Mk. M. AshkaI'’ Ali Ivjian (.liiAiiDiitiKi. 

Tlie Hon’hle Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahiu Aman Ali. 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhabenora Chandra Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The Hon’ble, Rai Mauendka Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 
The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuki. 

^ 'I’he Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty. 

\ 
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STARRED QUESTIONS. 


Tho following slari'ecl qui'Ktioii was askod ami answer given :■ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

* 1 . 


(a) Will the Government be pleased to state what is the average width i’r«ffioon the 
of the Panchanontolla Road in the town of Howrah, and how much of 
it is left for traffic! Rood. Howr. 


{h) Are the Government aware that this width, with the railway trains 
frequently running on one side, is not sufficient for pedestrian and wheel 
traffic in a town like Howrah ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ {a) and {h) The widtii of the I’anchanontolla Road varies so much 
that it is difficult to strike an average At its widest point, the road is 
feet, at its narrowest 27 feet. The s])ace left for wlieel traffic at the narrower 
points is small, but it is above the minimum prescribed by an agreement 
executed in 1889 between the Municipal Commissioners of Howrali and the 
promoters of the Howrah-Amta Railway which )>r()vides that a clear road- 
way of 14 feet, exclusive of the b feet recjuired for the railway, shall l>e left 
intact for ordinary wheel traffic.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

Tli(*. answers to the following iins|,arr(‘d (jnestions wvrr laid on tln^ 
table : — 


By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari: — 

1 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether any firms owning Training of 

collieries, factories, cotton, jute, and other mills and docks in any part of jtudentnoft 
India, are prepared to admit B.E. students of tin* Bengal Engineering 
College for further training, and if so on what terms? College. 

(b) If the Government have no .such information at their di.sposal, are 
the Government considering the desirability of taking steps for obtaining 
the necessary information ? 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) and (b) Arrangements are already made to give Bachelor of 
Engineering students of the Bengal hmgineering College at 8ihpur a course 
of practical training for one year, in order to enable them to rpialify for the 
final college ‘ diploma of Civil Engineer.’ Such training is arranged for 
under the Public Works Department, a railway, the Sanitary Engineer, a . 
Municipal Engineer, or if any important work is in progress, under a District 
Engineer or a recognised firm of contractors. If any student desires to take 
docks and harbour, it is arranged that he should be given a course of train- 
under the Port Commissioners. 
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The proposal that Bengal Engineering students should receive practical 
training in collieries, factories, jute mills and cotton mills does not commend 
itself to the Government of Bengal for the following reasons. The Bengal 
Engineering course is a Civil Engineering course and does not prepare 
students for work in collieries, factories and mills, for which previous train* 
ing in mechanical and electrical engineering is desirable, and in the 
case of collieries special instruction in mining, such as is given in the Sibpur 
mining classes. Bachelor of Engineering students, not having had a course 
of mining or mechanical and electrical engineering, would not be good 
material for a practicfil training in collieries, factories and mills, while it 
would be impossible to recognise such training as qualifying for the college 
dij)loma of Civil Engineer.’' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

2 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing 
the increase, if any, in the establishment of the Criminal Intelligence Depart- 
ment^ temporary as well as permanent, since the promulgation of the Defence 
of India Act. and the resulting increase in expenditure year bv year? 

(b) How much, approximately, of the said increase (if any) in establish- 
ment and expenditure, respectively, was necessitated by the administration of 
the Defence of Indifi Act and other war measures of a sirnilai nature? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

(a) and (b) A reply will be given at a later meeting of the Council. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 


3 . 

{a) Are there any standard rules, or uniform practice regarding the 
system of payment to contractors, under the Public Works Department? 

(b) If so, to what extent? 

(r) At what intervals are bills of contractors required to be paid there- 
under, and how far is the system followed in practice? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) and (b) Payments to contractors are governed by the t^rms of 
the contract for each specific work. The general departmental instructions 
on the subject are contained in the Public Works Accounts Code, Chapter VII, 
Part Til, to which the Hon’ble Member is referred. 

(r) Under the rules quoted, running account payments to contractors 
should ordinarily be made monthly. In the case of petty works and repairs 
the usual practice is to pay for the work on completion. In the case of large 
works and repairs extending over a long period, running account payments 
are made at convenient intervals.” 


By the Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq:— 

4 . 

(a) Are the Government aware that there exists a panic amongst the 
residents of Burrabazar and its neighbourhood owing to the depredations 
of (joondas and other bad characters ? 
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(b) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to a number of 
specific cases of goondaisjii which have recently occurred, showing how bad 
the state of things is in Burrabazar ? 

{c) Have the Government taken any steps in the matter? 

(rf) If so, will the Government be pleased to make a detailed statement 
regarding the steps taken for the punishment of the criminals, as well as the 
prevention of such occurrences in future, in order to allay the prevailing 
panic in the public mind ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

(a) and (h) Government have received rejiresentations regarding 
goondaism in Burrabazar from the Marwari Association, the Marwari 
Chamber of Commerce and tlie Marwari Trades Association, but the infor- 
mation before Government does not bear out the statement that there is a panic 
on tlie subject. During the last six months tliere have been nineteen primd 
facie true cases of robbery or attempted robbery reported in Burrabazar, of 
which twelve were detected and the accused sent up for trial. In addition 
to these, there have been a few cases which have been declared to lie false; in 
these, dishonest durwans have taken advantage of the situation to pretend 
that they have been robbed; six such cases have been reported, ami in the 
majority of these the alleged stolen property ha-s been recovered fi'om the 
durw^ans themselves, who have been prosecuted for criminal breat h of trust. 

(c) and (d) Government have ,sanctioncd a temporary staff of one Euro- 
pean' Inspector and a jamadar to suj)ervi8e the patrolling of Burrabazar and 
a force of two sergeants, two head constables and thirty constables has l>een 
drafted to Burrabazar for the purpose. Great difliculties have been 
experienced in housing this force in Burrabazar itself and none of the Marwari 
Associations have so far found themselves aide to give any assistance, though 
a patrol force wdiich is housed outside the area to be patrolled cdearlv loses 
in efficiency. The difficulty of dealing with the (jnestlon by action in the 
(courts lies in the reluctance of persons to give evidence in l)a(l livelihood cases 
against the principal offenders, wdm are well known. The whole question is, 
how^ever under further examination.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: 
S. 


(a) What is the difference in qualifications re(juire(l of a f)erson entering 
the Provincial Educational Service as a profe.ssor and another entering the 
Subordinate Educational Service as a lecturer or <lemon.strator 


l..ectiir(»ri aud 
dtMiiotistratora 
tlm Provincial 
and Subordini 
Kducatiouul 

(b) In what manner do the w^ork, duties and responsibilities of a lecturer 
or demonstrator differ from those of a professor? 


(c) Is not the former often required to teach the same subjects in the 
same classes along with the professor ? 

(d) Is the pay of an officer serving as a professor, lecturer or demonstra- 
tor determined according to his academic distinctions and success as a 
teacher, or on the work he actually does, or on what other grounds? 

{e) Is it not a fact that lecturers and demonstrators are appointed with 
different initial pay varying from Rs. 100 to Rs. 200 in different colleges and 
in different subjects? 

(/) What is the cause of this difference? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — • 

(a) The minimum academic qualifications required are the same, 
but those who are appointed direct to the Provincial Educational Service 
as professors are required to have considerable experience or special capacity. 
Lecturers and demonstrators in the Subordinate Educational Service are 
eligible for appointment as professors in the Provincial Educational Service. 

(b ) , (c) and (d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the statements made 
by Mr. W. C. Wordsworth in reply to resolutions on the subject of the 
improvement of the pay and prospects of lecturers moved by the Hon’ble 
Babu Kishori Mohan Chowdnury in the Council meetings held on 15th 
March, 1918 and on 14th March, 1919. 

(e) Under the Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam certain lec- 
turers and demonstrators were appointed on an initial pay of Rs. 100 per 
mensem. In Bengal such officers are usually appointed on Rs. 125 in class 
IV of the Subordinate Educational Service except certain demonstrators in 
the Presidency College who were appointed on Rs. 200 in class VIII of the 
Provincial Educational Service. 

(/) The demonstrators for the departments of physics, chemistry, physio- 
logy and botany in the Presidency College are in the Provincial Educational 
Service. Four posts in that service were sanctioned for these demonstrators 
so that the services of the best men available might be secured and that the 
college might maintain its reputation as a model institution in respect of 
science teaching.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur;-- 

6 . 

(a) Is it not a fact that in some colleges demonstrators are in the 
Provincial Educational Service while in other colleges they are in the Subor- 
dinate Educational Service? 

{b) If so, what is the cause of this difference? 

(c) Are the Government aware that it frequently happens that a person 
in a lower grade of the Subordinate Service is promoted to the Provincial 
Service but persons of superior qualifications in higher grades continue to 
work in the Subordinate Service? 

(d) Are the Government also aware that it is freipiently found that a 
junior man teaching a particular subject is in the Provincial Service while a 
senior man having another subject, with equal or higher academic distinc- 
tions and experience, is in the lower service? 

(e) Are the Government aware of a feeling that exists that it is desirable 
that equally qualified persons of equal experience in different subjects 
should have etiual status and pay ? 

if) Is it a fact that many outsiders, who are not in the service, are 
appoiiited directly to the higher grades of the Subordinate Educational 
Service ? 

(g) Is an extra post sanctioned in the grade in which the appointment 
is made in every case so as not to retard promotion ? 

(h) If not, are the Government considering the advisability of creating 
new posts in the grade in which such appointments are made? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: 

‘ ‘ (a) and (b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply to clauses (e) and 
(/) of his question No. 5. 
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{c) and {d) It is inevitable that this should sometimes happen, as a 
professorship in one subject cannot be filled by a lecturer or demonstrator 
in another subject. 

(e) It is possible that this view may be held in some quarters, but it 
would be impracticable to give effect to it, 

(/) Yes. 

{g) No. New posts are created in cases in which additional staff is 
required. 

(A) No.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

7 . 

(a) Is it a fact that acute distress has prevailed for some time in 
certain areas within the Satkhira subdivision? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing 
the extent of the distress, and the steps taken to alleviate it? 

(c) Is there any truth in the statement that several people have died in 
certain villaj^i's within the Oahurii Union in tin*. Satkhija sulxlivisio!!, as a 
result of taking insufficient and unhealthy food? 

(d) Will the (Government be pleased to place on the table any local 
reports they may have received regarding the situation ? 

(e) Have the Government received reports of similar distress from any- 
where else? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

” (a), (b), (c) and {d) A copy of extracts from the latest report of 
the Commissioner of the Presidency Division of the 7th April, 192(1, is laid 
on the table. In addition to the measures already taken as reported therein, 
Government have sanctioned a grant of Rs. 2,000 for gratuitous relief. 

{e) No.” 


Extracts from the report from the Commissioner of the Presi* 
dency Division on distress in the Qabura Union of Satkhira 
subdivision, district Khulna. 

With regard to the. deaths said to have occurred from starvation, it will 
be seen that the head-constahle in chargci of the Protaf)imgar Ix-at-house 
reported, on the 2nd March, that the (>cciirn*nc<; of 14 deaths from starvation 
in Gabura Union during the month of February had been njported by one* 
Sadar Gazi, (;haukidar of that union. This report was seen, on the nth of 
March, at Kaliganj, by TnKp(*ctor Kamini Kumar llanarji wlio, after sending 
a telegram to the Superintcoident of Police, Khulna, started for Gabura, 
where he arrived on the ev(3ning of the 7tli. Tlie Inspector rnadt* eiiquiri(*H 
in the Gabura Union on the 8th and 9th March and submitted a repoi-t on 
the I2th March, from which it appears that on the Ist and 211(1 Mar(!li the 
occurrence of 18 deatlis from starvation in the union had b(ien reporti'd by 
3 chaukidars — Sadar Gazi, Tena Gazi and Kanai Gazi. The result of the 
Inspector’s enquiry, as stated in his own words, was : ** The chaukidars did 
not report the deaths in time and .all the 18 deaths were not caused by 
starvation. The villagers said that the following 5 deaths were due to want 
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of food, but it is difficult to give a decisive opinion, as the deaths were 
reported to the beat-house long after, and 1 had not the opportunity of seeing 
the victims just before f he deaths. It is a fact that they did not get regular 
food and some villagers of this union are still suffering much for want of 
food and clotliing and using grass seeds for rice.'’ Subjoined to the report is 
a list of 5 persons — two men, two women and one male child — whose deaths 
were alleged by the villagers to have been due to want of food. The 
Inspector’s report does not give the dates of the 18 deaths to which it refers. 
He remained at Gabura until mid-day on the 10th March and distributed 
some rice there. 

Meanwhile, the Inspector’s telegram of the 6th of March had been 
communicated to the Officiating Collector of Khulna, who sent a copy of it on 
the 6th to the Subdivisional Officer of Satkhira, with a, request to enquire 
))ersonally and arrange for immediate relief if needed. The Subdivisional 
Officer submil ted a report, after visiting Gabura Union, on the 13th March. 
The date of his visit to the Union is not mentioned in his report, but ho must 
have gone there on the lOth, 11th or 12th. He stated that there was no 
foundation for tlie chaukidar’s report that 14 deaths took place from starva- 
tion. The chaukidar in question could not be found, and it was report(‘d 
that he had left the mahalla. Of the 14 persons whose deaths W(‘Te alleged 
to have been due to starvation the families of 5, viz., two males, two females 
and one boy, were very poor, and in a distressed cv)ndition. These were 
evidently the same 5 p(T 80 ns whose deaths, according to the Inspector’s 
report, were said by the villagers to have been due to want of food. The 
Subdivisional Officer added that tlm 5 deaths in question had resulted from 
fever or cholera, but the distressed condition of the union gave the oppor- 
tunity for a cry for the continuance of the relief, and any death taking places 
was ascribed by the people to starvation. 

The Officiating Collector of Khulna made enquiries in the Gabura Union 
on the 24th and 2r>th March, lie n^ports that he found many able-bodied 
men of very g(K)d physique in the aflected area, and adds : “The 14 deaths 
originally ref)orted as due to starvation took placid from Kartik — fOctober- 
November) — onwards. The local ])eople would ascribe tli(‘m to starvation, 
ami it would, of course, be difficult to obtain evidence to gainsay it. But 
when it is found thfit th(5 surviving meml)ers of a family are not in b;ul 
health and did not show any signs of immediate (iollapse, the report that oik* 
of the family had died of starvation was hard to believe. When, for instance, 
ducks, fowls and otluu* domesticated animals and birds were found in a 
house, it was difficult to accept the statement that the mother had died of 
starvation. Amir Pan who was said to have died of starvation w^as on close 
enquiry found to have died of Rakia-Bikar (apparently dysentery.)” 

There is, thus, no reliable evidence of any death from starvation having 
occurred in the Gabura Union. It is clear that no death from starvation in 
the union had been reported to the police up to the end of February. The 
place h remote and difficult of access, and even if the deaths in question had 
been promptly reported, which was probably not the case, it would have been 
almost impossible to obtain reliable evidence as to their cause. 

At the same time, it is clear that some distress exists in the Gabura 
Union and some other unions in the neighbourhood. 

As regards the rice crop in this part of the district, Mr. Hart informs 
me that it was reported after the cyclone by Mr. Dash, the then Collector, 
that the breaches of embankments caused thereby did no damage to speak of, 
because at that time the water was sweet, arid the Hood did not remain on the 
land long enough to damage the paddy, except in small patches, where it had 
been planted very late. 

Gabura being on the extreme southern limit of cultivation, it is likely 
that the land there has only recently been reclaimed, and this may account 
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for th*^ soil being still saline. Whatever be the cause, it is clear that in this 
part uf the district the last rice crop was to a gn*at extent a failure. It is 
report<?d that the crops of the two previous seasons were indihijrent, and 
distress has resulted which prol'ably, (»wing to the nunoteness of the locality, 
was not completely met by tln^ relief operations. The Civil Surgeon, who 
act^oinpanied the Officiating Collector in his eiupiiry on tlu^ spot, reports that 
he noticed scenic cases of extn'ine emaciation ami chronic bovv(‘l~(‘om]ilaints 
due, apparimtly, to insuffi(nent nourishineiil and taking bad and indigestible 
food. 

For the abh'-bodied there aptn^ars to be sufficient work available at 
present in the making and repairing of embankimmts and in tht‘ t‘xcavation of 
a tank for drinking water, which has l)etm undm*taken. It is report tnl that 
the wages whicli w(‘re being paid by tin* IikmI zamindai*’s naib for rt'pairing 
embankments were insufficient, i>ut he has agretnl to incrt'ase tlu* ratt‘ from 
2 annas to 5 annas a day. 

It will 1)0 nec(*ssary to give* gratuitous relicT lor some time probably until 
the iKixt harvt‘st to <listreHS(‘ I p(‘rsons who are incapable of working theni- 
stdves and ljav(‘ no om* to support them. riu‘ InspecU.or of FoIic(‘ disti*ibul(‘d 
4 maunds of ri(‘e and a small sum of inom'v on the ‘.Mb Maiadi, ami the 
Superinl (‘mlcuit of Police dist.ribut('d 15 maunds of rua* and i t orn of arrowr(H)t 
and left, in (diarge of a Sub-lnsp(M*tor a (piaiitity of bark y, .arrowroot, sugar 
and siiji for distributioti to invalids. Tin* OlVuaat.mg Collect or t ook with him 
to Cabura on the 25»al 50 maunds of rice. (>4 pieia's of clot h, .a supply of 
arrowroot, Mtdiin’s Food ami salt, as W(41 as a sujiply of mediciiua;. lie was 
accompanied by the ('ivil Surgeon, and also by an (‘pidmnic doctor whom In’ 
l(‘ft at. Cabura in (dinrge of m(‘dical relief oper.ations. Tin' ('irch' Sub- 
Ueputy Colha't.or, Satkhira, has. for tln‘ pia'sent., Ix'en )>laced in charges of 
gratuitous ia4i(T, and instructed t.o jiri'iiarc* ji list of t.hos(‘ who reipiiri' it. In 
his n'jiort of the 29th. tin' Officiating (ailhn-tor has asked for a grant, of 
Rs. 2,000 for grat uitous la'lief. Mr. Fawanis having now t.alo'ii charge of the 
district from Rabu Dasarathi Dutt, I w'ould n'cnimim'nd that he may In* giv(*n 
carle hlanche to imair such (.‘X|>(‘nditure on gratuitous rebel' .as may b(‘ 
iiLHicssary. p(Uiding furtlnu* (UHiuiry wdiicdi he will be asked to malo' pi'rsonaliy 
in the Oal)ura Union and other all’ected locality's as soon as po^-sibh'. lb' wall 
also b(‘ askcal to submit {)roposals for the organisation and eoni inuam'i' of 
ladief rneasun's for sucli time Tis may be laapiin'd. For this ])urpose the 
dc])utation of a sfieeial offio'r may lx* necessary, but, before ix'iaunnnmding 
this. 1 wash to iiavc mori' pr«'(nse information as to the exti'iit el the, distress. 

Mr, Hart has suggested that, if possible, sonx' of the surplus stock ol 
Purina lice wdiich waas sold by tin' late ( oliciUoi* Mr. Pash, at Rs. 5-4 a 
maund. on condition that it should not b»* nmiovcal Irom tls' di'^triet, should 
now^ be bought back and put on sale in tlu‘ hdts in Cabura and ot,h(*r albcted 
unions, at prici^s not (nxca'i'ding Rs. .5-10 a maund. I wall ask the Collector to 
consider this suggestion. 

The late Officiating (collector asked for an .allotment of Rs. 5.000 for 
Agrleultural loans, wdiieii was 8an(4a’oiied f)y Covnrnim'rit ti'legram No. .‘^295 
of T.he 26t[i Mareli. It. is now r(;porte<l that Agiah-ultural loans will luit lx* 
laxpiired in the affi^ded area until May ami dune. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

THE CALCUtTA RENT BILL, 1920. 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Hurd wan moved that 
t he report of the Select Committee on the Calcutta Rent Ibll, 1920. be taken 
into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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[12th Apbil, 


Maharajadhtraja Bahadur of Burdwan ; Maulni A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

The Hon’hle the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved that the 
clauses of the Bill be considered for settlement in the form recommended by 
the Select Committee. 

The motion was put and agi*eed to. 

LIST OF AMENDMENTS 

TO 

THE CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 1920. 

Preamble. 

1. TheH on’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-IIaq moved that after the word 
“rents” in line 2 of the preamble the words “of small premises” be 
inserted. 

He said : — 

“My Lord, it is now for me to move the first of the amendments on 
the agenda paper, namely, that after the word ‘rents’ in line 2 of the 
preamble the words ‘of small pnmiises ’ be inserted. Before, my Lord, 
I press this amendment, I wish with your Excellency’s permission to say a few 
words in order to explain my position clearly and to avoid ()eing afterwards 
misunderstood. My Lord, the suggested amendment, it is obvious, wants 
to restrict the operations of the provisions of tln^ Bill in a consid(‘rab le 
measures. 1 have not attempted to define the phrase ‘ of small premises,’ 
but an indication of what we mean by an amendment of this (diaracter is 
given by one of the amerndnumts of which 1 have given notice aTui also by 
the sev(‘Tal amendments that have hoen proposed by otluT Hon’bh^ Mmnhers. 
Briefly stated, the idi'a is that the scope of operations of the pro})osed Act 
should be limited to premist^s of which th(^ rent does not exc(H‘d a certain 
limit, and as to what that limit should be th(?re seems to be sonn^ diflerence 
of opinion, hut several llon’ble Members are of opinion thai some' such limit 
should ho put. Since I gave notice of this amendment 1 have come across 
observations whieL go to show that it is being understood in certain 
quarters that the object of bringing an arnendmenr of this character is 
to benefit the Indian section of the population and try to exchuh^ the 
European solution generally. 8p(‘aking for myself, 1 can say that 1 have 
had no idea of this character. It was never my intention if the Act is to be 
a beneficial measure at all that the Indians should get the benefit 
of it to the exclusion of another H(‘('tion of the community. 1 will. th(‘refore, 
explain what 1 meant when I gave notice of this amendment. I found, 
my Lord, on the first day when the Bill was introduced in this Council, that 
my hon’ble friend Bai Kadha Charan Pal Bahadur took up a most defiant 
attitude and lie was not at all in favour of any such Act being passed. 1 do 
not remember what he really did say, but from what I understood him to say 
I found that there was a strong feeling amongst the landlords that this Rent 
Bill was going to be something like an encroachment on some of their most 
cherished privileges and they felt it their duty to oppose this measure. Now 
so far as the tenants are concerned the feeling is also very strong, and I 
thought that if by a sort of compromise I could placate the body of landlords 
to a certain extent, I would be able to get some sort of concessions for the 
tenants. If we put a dividing line as to how far the Act should go, it is 
obvious that those who would be above that line would not get the benefit 
of the provisions of the Bill, that is, persons who by reason of their wealth or 
influence or other causes would be sufficiently strong to protect themselves, 
and thoSf? who would bo below that line would be certain persons of the 
poorer classes who would otherwise be always at the mercy of their rapacious 
landlords.. I therefore suggest that some such limit ought to be put. It now 



I9$0.j The Calmiia Rent Bill. 477 

Maharajadhtraja Bahadur of Burdwan ; Maulvi Fazl-uUHaq ; President ; 

Rai Dehender Chunder (those Bahaduj. 

remains for the representatives of ]andlo»‘ds to explain their position, heoause 
in a matter of this kind we ought to understand the pi)sition of both landlords 
and tenants before we go further with the Bill. But if tlu\v insist on taking 
up a defiant attitude, 1 shall certainly, m 3 ’ Lord, lu* the last ])erson to make 
any sacrifice which 1 believe to be absolutely unnecessary in ordt‘r to please 
them. 

With these few words I put this amendment for a(‘Ceplanee b^^ the 
Hon’ble Member.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

‘‘My Lord, I am sorry that a genthunan of tin' acumen of the Hon’ble 
Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq should have betui mish'd in a matbu* of tliis naturt\ In 
trying an attack on the landlords he is n^allv giving thtun a f-op so to spi'ak. 

I cannot of ci)arse accept this amendment, and I might bri(‘iiy state' the 
reasons for wliich I cannot do so. d'he qut*st ion is not as t(» wlu^tlnu* we 
should allow tln‘ landlords as a bodj’ to ass(‘Ss or to rackrent on tlu' incoriie 
of buildings abov(‘ a ct'rtain limit. Tlie question is a ])lain one. The whole 
))rinciph‘ underlying this Jfill is that tlu* practic(* of rackr(‘nling — tin* practicM* 
of profitei'i’ing — has gom* on to such an extent in t his city that (lo\'(‘rnmeut are 
in duty bound, for a time at any ratt*, to check those malpracticf*s and 
coiisti-aiiu'd to come* in and interfere with private rights. If that- be so, I do 
notthiidv that any sensiith* man could advcK-ate tin* ))rinciph‘ that h't the 
landlords f](*ece thost* that can afford to be fh'ceeil. It would be (juitc* a 
wrong principle — it would be a principle whicii I could not I'or my ])art. not only 
as Member-in-charg(* of the Bill but as a landlonl mysedf, advocate or acc(*pt. 

II might (easily be ))i’op()S(*(l that tluua' are })oor landlords like thosi^ tlu^ 
widow's fiaiMid t lie Kai Baha lur pointed out tlio ot lu‘r day who have* got one 
wretched house and that therefore tln*\' should be allowed to proliteiu*. I 
do not think that this amendiiumi (u>uld possiblv l>c* acc«q)t(‘d, bei-ausi* it is so 
dianu'tricnlly opposi^d to the whob* priiici|)le und(*rlying this Bill, and for 
i hes(^ )-(*nsons, iny Lord, on b(‘half of ( jovernm(*nt, 1 «am iinabh* to accept this 
aimmdment .” 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq said 

“ My T-ord, attempts at cempromise an* alw’aj’s a betrayal of weakncRs. 

1 confess myself that I ma'd not have proposed an amendnuuit of this 
(‘haracUf'r. 1 do not find aipybod.y ('Ise supporting the ameiuimmit, and as the^ 
Hoiid)le Memb(*r in charge does not see his wa.v to a(*ce])! the amendment, 

I lu'g J(Mve to withdraw it,” 

The amendment was then, by leave of tlu* Presidc'ut, withdrawn. 

The President said 

‘‘ Th(' aiiit*ndment that stands next on the agenda paper (No. 2) should 
not be move<l in resp(*ct of clause 1. It should l»e moved in rf^HJ:)(^ct of 
clause* 2 which applies to premises, and 1 w’ould nd'er the ILai’blc M(‘mb(^r 
to a subsequent anu*aidmcnt, No. 25. I shall remind him of his present amo ml- 
ment when we conic to that one*.” 


Clause 1. 

3. The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder (iliose Bahadur moved that 
clause 1 (3) be omitted. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, the reason for my moving for the omission of clauses 1 {3) is 
this. It is just possible that after some little time the Government of Bengal 
may extend the operations of this Act to the Cossipore-Ghitpur Municipality 
on the north of Calcutta and to tlie TolG'gunge Municipality on tlie south of 
Calcutta. On some morning it will perhaps be found that tlm Act is extended 
to these two municipalities and the result will be that the men with capital 
and land who proposed to build houses in these areas will be deterred from 

2a 
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doing so, ;ind so instead of having more house accommodation in or about 
Calcutta, the city would 1)0 deprived of that advantage. It is not wise that 
you sljould create* such a feeling amongst the land-owners and capitalists and 
prevciiit them from investing their money in building houses in these areas 
where land is available and buildings are scarce. I'liat is the representation 
which the land-holders’ conference, which met some time ago in the British 
Indian Association’s room, have put liofore the Gov(U-ninent. I think there is 
considorabh^ i‘(‘asoii fortius ap])rehension that it will not be (piite a vsafe thing 
for i)(*ople to acquire land at ’Tollygunge or within tlie limits of the (JoHsipore- 
Chitpur Municipality and build houses thert^ for house* a(;(;ommf)dation, 
bcKaiiise at any time if Covernmeiit cli(K)Se, a drastic measure like this it can be 
enforced in tln^se, arc'as. But as it is, this clause r(*ally liangs like the sword 
of Damocles on the jH'oph* who have any intention of develo{)ing the areas on 
the north and south of (Calcutta. If her(‘after lU'cessity arises for the 
opcu'ation of an Act like* this in these areas, 1 do not think tlun-e will be any 
difficulty in introducing anoth(*a* Bill for such purpose. 

With l-lu5He ol)servations I (‘ommend the amendment to the acceptance of 
the (Jouncil.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, if wc* turn to clause 24 of the Bill wo find that new buildings 
are not going to be affi‘ct('d. If so, supposing there are (h'velopinents aftin*- 
wards in Tollygunge or Oossi])or(.‘-(diit.])Ur, th(‘y would not be affected. 4’hen 
again, 1 do not think that any sensible (lovernment would notify the extension 
of tin* provisions of this Act to oth(>r areas unh^ss they were* convinced that a 
C(U’tain nunib(‘r of landlords had again started their old tidcks for which we 
an* now h*gislating in Calcutta. Tli(*n again if the Hon’bh* Mov(*r of this 
ainendnu'iit were to sec* clause 1 (d)to which he has made n*f('rence, he* will 
find that we have* put in the* words * after pre vious publicatie)n’. That will 
give*, time for e)bj(K;tions. anel I therefore really fail to se*e why the'i-e* should be 
this susj)ieion — whe‘n it is the intention of (j}overnm<*nt to encourage* eievedeip- 
ment of ( 'aleutia or its* suburbs — that the mome*nt this Act e‘ome*s into opera- 
tion, there* is likelihood e)f ils being cxtendeM to the suburbs at once. Of 
C()urs{‘, if the*r(‘ are* men in some of these areas wlie) ge) in feir profit(*('ring to 
such an e^xtenit, that I hed jovernment are force*d l.o step in. that is a elifferent 
matt(*r. But as clause* 24 makes it quite clear that any new building j)roje^ct 
ehther in Cal(*utta ejr in its suburbs do ne)t come witliin the purview of this 
Act and as we; have got the words ‘ after j)revious publication ’ it strikes me 
that thei’c is really not so much ground for oppejsition. 

For these reasons, my Leml, on behalf of GJewernment, I am unable to 
acce})t this amendment.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, as to the interpretation put on tlui wording of clause 24, I am 
sorry I iv'ad it differently from what the Hou’ble Meml)er in charge of 
the Bill has done. It is laid down in this clause that this Act shall not 
api)ly to ])r(*mises erected after or in course of erection at the commence- 
m(*ait of this Act. According to my interpretation, supposing if this Act is 
extended two yt'ars hence to Tollygunge it will protect houses erected after 
the introduction of that Act, but it will not protect those erected or are in 
course of erection at the commencement of the Act there. So there is a 
considerable ditlerence between my interpretation of the Act and that of the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill. Then it is said that before the Act 
is extended to any other area there will be a previous publication and the 
people will be given opportunity to have their say. Is it the same thing 
as the opportunity given to discuss matters in Council here, or will 
opportunity be* given to discuss the matter in the new Council which is 
expected to conu^ into existence in 1921 ? I dare say the tenants will have 
more i*epresentation on the new Council than they are supposed to have now. 
I, therefore, say that it is the same thing whether you keep sub-section (5) 
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to section 1 or hy a stroke of the pen extend this Act to other districts or 
introduce a second Hill in Council for the same purpose.” 

The motion heiiig put, a division was taken with the following rt^suli : — 


s. 

The Hon'hU* Babu 8arat Chaielra (’liukra- 
butty. 

,, „ Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 

Kay. 

,, „ Rai Debeu^ler Chuuder (ihose 

Bahadur. 

„ „ Itai Radha (diarau Pal 

i^ahailur. 

„ Babu Surendra Nath Ray, 

M M Nilrataii Sarkur, Kt. 

,, „ liaja Ilritiliikosh Italia, LM.K. 

„ „ Mr. W i\ Mitii'r, (M.K. 


Noes ^9. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry 
C.S.l. 

„ „ Mr. J. G. 

C.I.E. 

>, Sir Bijay 

K. C.S.l., 


Wheeler, K.c.i.E., 

C'unnninjt, c.s.i., 


('hand Mahtab, 
K.C.I.K., l.o.M,, 

Malmrajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Bunlvvan. 

Mr. H. L. Stephenson, C.S.I., 
tM.K. 

Mr. W. W. Horuell, C.I.K. 

Sir G. d. Siev*'n8(m-Moor(‘, 
K.C.I.K., C.V.O. 

Mr. S. W. Goode, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ainin- 
ui-lHluiu. 

Major-General W. 11. Ik 
Robinson, C.H., I .M.S. 

Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

Mr. W. 11. H. Arden-Woo<l, 
C.I.K. 

Mr. Gurner. 

Babu Kinbori Mtdian Gliiiu- 
<ltiun. 

Khan Sahib .Vinaii AH. 

Mr. B. S. S. O'Malh y, C.I.K. 

Mr. M. (\ SlcAlpin.' 

Mr. A. Marr. 

Mr. F. A. A. Gowley, c.i.K. 

Mr. G. N. Rov. 

Mr. W. 11. Phelps. 

R. M. Watson Smyt h. 

liabu Akliil Giiandra Datla. 

Rai Mahendrii t'liamlra .Mitru 
Bahadur. 

Babu lihal)ondru (diumlra Ray. 

Maulvi A. K. Far.l-ul-Haij. 

Babu Siv Narayau Mukharji. 

Nuwab I’ahadur (d’ Miiraliida- 
bad, A mir-ul-t )mrah, 

K. C.S.l., K. C.V.O. 

Babu Brojeudra Kiwhor Ray 
Ghaudhun. 

Mr. Arun (diandra Sin^ba. 


The following* mom hors worii absont : — 

The Ilon'hlo Mr. K. H. Dutt. 

,, Hahu Malitmdra Nath Hay, c.i.E. 

,, ,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, ,, Kai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

,, ,, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan (Jliaudhuri. 

,, ,, Dr. Ahdulla-Al Mamtni Suhrawardy. 

,, ,, Maulvi Ahul Kasom. 

,, ,, Mr. Aminur Rail man. 

., ,, Jlr. Hindloy. 

V Sir Doha Prasa<i Sarbadhikari, Kt., (m.e. 
,, ,, Sir Rajcndra Nath Mukerjee, k.c.i.h. 

,, ,, ^Ir. C. A. Hayley. 

V Mr. W. L. Travers. 

,, .. Mr. Cat heart. 

„ ,, ^Ir. Pickford. 


The Ayes hoing 8 and the Not^s 29, the motion was lost. 
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4. Thn Ilon’blo liai Radha Charan Pal Raliadur moved that in 
line 2 of clause 1 (5), after the word “ publication the words “ and with 
the previous sanction of the Government of India ” be inserted. 

He said : — 

'‘My Lord, this is a simple amendni(mt. I only want that the sanction 
of the (jov(‘rnment of India should be received. The sanction of the 
Government of India has becni received to the framing? of this Act for the 
town of Calcutta, so I think that wlien it is proposed that this Act should 
b(^ extcuuJed outside ( Calcutta, it will be ])ractically a now Act for that area, 
and the sanction of tlie Govemnnuit of India should also be obtained in 
(M)nnection th(n*(’with. I do not think there (tan be any ol)jectifm to the 
proposal, because, after all, it will be the local (government in consultation 
with th(^. (jovernment of India who will extend the Act to areas outside 
Calcutta.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

*‘ My Lord, 1 am unable lo accept this amendment lu'cause we have 
already taken th(‘ samd-ion of th(‘ Govcnmment of India lo introduct* this 
Bill, and subsec^uent sanction is not only not requir(‘d, but entiiady unneces- 
sary. This is only om^ of many amendments framed to obstruct the Act 
being extended to tln^ suburbs, and to create a wrong im])ression, 
because Gov(n*nm(‘nt will think very carefully btdore th(\v extend this Act 
to th(^ suburbs, (‘specially when we have got the building devidopinent of 
(Calcutta in contemplation. 1 donot t hink this amendment is at all n('C(‘Ssary ; 
I object to it, and therefore opp(.)He it.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“My Lord, if this amcmdnuait is not accepted by Government that is a 
diffenuit mattiu* ; it will not break my In^'irt ; but it is not an amendment to 
obstruct in any way the improvement of the city. 1 do not think the 
insertion of the words wdl ho a stumbling block to the extension of the Act 
outside Calcutta. 1 do not think tlie Government of India is so much in the 
clutches of idle people of (Jalcutta as to be guided by them.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The following motion was, by h^ave of the President, withdrawn : — 

5. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that at the 
end of clause 1 (3) the words “ with such modifications as they may deem 
necessary ’’ be added. 


6. The llon’blo Babu Kisln^i Mohan Chaudhuri moved that for the 
word “ three ’’ in line 3 of clause 1 (4) the word ‘‘ five be substituted. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, it will take some time for the development of the suburbs 
and to put up new houses. As the object of the Bill, I understand, is to 
discourage 8])eculation and profiteering for some tixne which might retard 
the progress of the development of Calcutta pending the building of new 
houses within the town and the suburbs to accommodate the excess popula- 
tion, I think the tiinc^ allowed is very short, and ought to be extended to 
5 years instead of 3 years. It is not necessary to say much in support of this 
amendment. 1 put it to the consideration of the Council.” 
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Makarajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan ; Kishori Mohoyi Chaudhun. 

The Non’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, I should like to have accepted this ainendnuuit, hut the 
reason I do not do so is this ; It is clear that wlienevtu* w(' li'gislnit' in a 
matter of this nature, we do interfere with private rights, and as the other 
two Acts in India have heen enaettnl for a peri<Hl of throe yi'ais, ami as in 
my opening apt^ech I sai<] that in Bombay th(‘ peopK‘ Inivl a]>pr(H*intt'd the 
provisions of this Act so much that thi'y hav<‘ got it extended for two years 
inons I think we may leave it to tlu‘ gotxi senst^ of the ptH>ph‘ of Calcutta. 
If after three years tlu'y find that they hav(^ derived a certain amount of 
Ixmefit, wliich this Bill hopt‘s to (‘ffeet, w(^ must leavt' it to I luun to apply for 
an extension for another two years, hut f<^r the present, I think wt^ ought to 
be content with three years, ami (loverninent is not prepared to accept the 
figure ‘ five ’ for the figure ‘ tiinn* 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“ My Lord, after what has fallen from tlu‘ IIon’hh‘ Meinhtn' in charge 
I do not press for this amendment, and ask lenvi^ to withdraw it.” 

Th(^ motion was then, hy leave of lln^ Presidtuit. withdrawn. 


Clause 2. 

7. The Hon'hle Bahii Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri movml that aft(ir 
the word “ and ” in line 9 of clause 2 (r) the word “ also ” l>e inserted 

Ho said : — 

“ My Lord, this is an am *mlini*nt only of a veri>al nature,. The word 
‘ inelud(‘s ’ has l:H‘(m used before tij(‘ word ‘ (lovm'iiment , and 1 think 
might eoiivenicmtly use th(‘ word ‘ also ’ t(K).” 

The Hon’ble Mahrajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— 

“My Lord, I hav(* much ph^asure in accepting this amendment . 

ddiemolioii was tlnm put and agreed to. 

8. The Ilon'hle Mr. Arun (/handra Snigha mov«‘d that at. tlu^ end 
of clause 2 {c) the following be added, viz: 

“ the Corporation of Calcutta, the Calcutta Improvement Trust, the 
Calcutta Port Trust, and other local authorities 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, tiie clause as it stands dof*s not clearly say tliat tlie tc 3 rm 
‘landlord’ also includes public bodn-s such as the fhilcutta (yorporation, the 
Improvement Trust, etc. My amondrn(;nt is only to remove any doubt there 
may be on this point.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, I have consulted the Legislative Department, and I may say 
that these words are not necessary because the words ‘any other person’ 
would cover all these bodies that the Hon’hle Member has in view. It is for 
this reason that the amendment seems to be, superfluous. It is not as if 
these bodies would l>€ excluded, and therefore the words are not necessary. 
I oppose the amendment.” 
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The Hon’bie Mr. Arun Chandra Singha said 

‘‘ In tliii cirouiiistancos 1 beg to withdraw iny amendment.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the Prosident, withdrawn. 

9. Tlie Ifon’ble Mr. P. G. Mitter moviMl that at the end of clause 
2 (e) the following be added, viz: — 

“ Provided nevertheless the expression shall not include a person from 
whom a lessee has taken a lease of any premises for purposes of 
subletting or where the lessee has sublet such premises for a 
period of 7 years or more ’ ’ ; 

lie said : — 

My Lord, I am in favour of protecting tin? actual ^occupants of houses, 
and to that extcmt I am pre])are(l to modify th(‘ ordinary cont ractual rights. 
The object of this airamdment is that if a person originally takes a lease for thf 
purpos(i of sublotting, he shall not b(^ ])rot(‘Ct(Ml for he doi'S not stand in need 
of ])rotection under this Act. ddie si'C/Ond portion ol my aiiHuidment relates 
to a person who has actually sublet for 7 yc^ars or mor(‘. Thes(H)p(‘ of the 
Act, IS only for .S yc^ars. To fulfil the object of tlu’ Act, I am allowing more 
than doubh' the number of ycairs for which this i\vA> will run, and, further- 
mor(‘, a man who has originally taken a lease for the piurpose o| subletting 
is p(udiaps a profiteer of the worst (h'scu’ipt-ion, and 1 do not want, a man 
of that character to take advantage of the provisions of lln^ Act and make 
a profit by subh^tting at his own figure. That is tlu' r(‘ason why 1 have 
V(‘nture(l to put forward this amendment, and I may say that if this anamd- 
iiKuit is accepted, it will not at all go against eitlier th(‘ spirit or the 
object of this Act.” 


The Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— 

“ My Lord, the Hon’bie Member himself discnissed this point at gia^at 
hmgth in Sidi'cr Committee', and I may say that s(‘veral of us, nu'mbers of tlu 
Si'lect Committetp did not see. eye to e^ye^ with him. Ib^ has thought lit tr 
prc'ss this matter in Council to-day. I do not propose^ to go at any length intc 
tln^ reasons why this arru'iidment should net be accepted, but I will onlj 
mmition two things. In the first pla(*e, I have not Inward of any cases where 
the landlord with eyc^s open gives his house to a tenant to sublet. Even if he 
do(‘.s, 1 do not quite follow Mr. Mitten* as to who is deriving the benefit from 
tliis — cc'rtainly not tin' tenant ; the benefit will be on the side' of the landlord 
by trying to keep out the middleman. What I feel about this is that in any 
case, and even if there is a middleman, h(3 could not sublet above the 
standard rent; if so, why shbuhl we exclude the middleman from this r 
Further, if we were to go into this question of a period of 7 years or more 
simply because the Act is to be. one for 3 years, we might not only raise 
difficulties in this clause, but in several other clauses. For these reasons 
my Lord, in the first place, because 1 do not think there is just and sufficient 
ground to keep out the middleman, and, secondly because 1 do not think thai 
it is right and proper to do so, I oppose this amendment.” 


The Hon’bie Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

“My Lord, I am afraid the Hon’bie Member in charge has not understooc 
my point; and his reply is no answer to my motion. Take the case of a housi 
which has been let out by a landlord to his immediate tenant for Rs. 600 
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assume that the house contains a iiumher of Hars or suites. The standard rent 
as between the landlord and his immediate tenant will he Ks. 600 plus 10 
per cent. Now assume the house was never suhh't and the inidilleman 
paying 660 to his landlord suhlets the differeet suih'S or Hats at any 
rate he' chooses. In a ease', of this kind, what justification is there for inter- 
fering with the ordinary contractual rights as Ix'tweeii the first landlord and 
the middleman? There may ht' justification for interfering with the 
contractual rights of a landlord of tenants in actual oecupatiim. One la'ason 
why this Bill had to he intrcHlaced was the difficulty of actual occupants in 
getting accommrMiatlon. d'hat reasmi d(H‘S not apply to middlemen ; theri'fore, 
when tlu're has he(?n a long lease luuween the owner and I hose not in actual 
(KX'upation, why interfere with contractual rights? Why extend tin' hcopi' of 
the Act more than is necessary? That is tin; reason why 1 submit that 
this amendment ought to he accepted. ” 


The motion was then put and lost. 


10. The Hon’hle Raja Ifrisliikcsh Laha moved that after the words 
“ part of a building in lines 1 and 2 of clause 2 {e) the words “ or hut 
be inserted. 

Ho said : — 

“ My Lord, 1 do not see any reason why l)nst('.eH should ht^ excluded 
when the purpose of the Mill is surely to attbrd protection to the* i)oorer 
classes.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray said 

“My l.ord. I am sure the Hoti’hh* Mmnher desc'vves Ihe gratitude of the 
p(K')rer people for bringing forward tlii'^ aiiK'udment. If t In'rc' an' any persons, 
who l)y eonimon coiiHi'nl d(‘8crv(‘ protection, it is tin' poor peoph*. and it is in 
tlu'ir inleiests that t his annunlnicut has ht*cn proposi'd. Tin* oidy possihh; 
objection to its acceptanci' may iu' that it would t(‘nd to dlKcouragc ch'aring 
of hustcc lauds, and hui!<iing operations tiicn'on. It will, howc'vcr, he sf'cn 
that where such lands will h(‘ recjuired for hondfida building purpose's, the 
proviso to clause; 10 will he a sufficient cheek.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

*’ My Lord, 1 should like to explain one thing, as this matter was dis- 
cussed in 8t'lect Committee'. One reason why in Select (’ommittee. the 
words “ or hut” were accepted was thi.s — 

Perhaps my hon’hle friend Mr. Bhahendra Chamlra Ray is not familiar 
with hustee tenancies in Calcutta, and perhaps In' does not know that 
if this aimuidment he accepted, then for those for wlmm he is ])leading, the 
very poor class of people, woukl he adversely affe.cted. Tliose who an; 
familiar with hustee tenancies in Calcutta know that a lamllord who owns 
the land is generally a well-tt>-do man, from whom a (nanparatively poor inan 
takes 2 or H eottalis of land on a precarious tenancy for 3 or 4 years, paying a 
certain rate per cottah as rent to ilie landlor<l, and then that man hudds his 
own huts and sublets them to a number of still poorer men. Now that man 
(the middleman) has got to recoup all his investments within the course of 
3 or 4 years. That man is a poor man (the man in actual pcjssession of 
the land), and the less he has got to do with Controllers the better. My 
Lord, I thought it my duty to explain this, leaving it to Government to 
accept the amendment or not. ” 


3 
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The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

* My Lord, on an examination o£ the question vve believed that the 
words ‘ part of a Ijuildin^’ would cover a hut, but I have consulted the 
Legislative Department and I have been advised that there is no harm in 
ac;cepting the words ‘ or hut 1 therefore accept the amendment.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

11. Tlje Hon’ bio Rai Radlia ('haran Pal Dahadur moved that after 
the words let separately in line 2 of clause 2 (e) the words “ or intended 
to be let separately ” be inserted. 

He said : — 

My Lord, I may explain that in many cases there are arrangements 
for lei ting houses sc^parately to tenants. For instance, the landlord may live 
in oiu^ portion ot the house Idting out the other portion say for Rs. 20 or 
Rs. but ij the landlord wants lo let the whole house afterwards, he can- 
not realise more than Rs. 20 or Rs. 30 for the same ; therefore, I think that 
this amendment is necessary in order to enable the landlord to let other 
portions of his house. Such eases occur in the northern part of the town very 
frequently ; there may bo houses divided into two or three parts, and on 
account of adverse circumstances the landlord is compelled to let other parts 
of his house. Therefore, this amendment will help such people.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— 

My Lord, in the first place, I think this amendment is quite unnecessary 
because of the jirovisions in clause (/) (?V; which, says ‘that in th(‘ case df 
any premises which were or shall b(‘, first hi, afttT Die first day of April 

. . . . . ’I think that coviu-s the point. And, secondly, I am 
not BO certain about this idea of ‘intended to be let separately’. I do not 
know whether the Rai Bahadur has anything behind his mind, ajiart from 
the poor owner. I am afraid I am rather suspicious about this, and so 1 am 
not prepared to accept the amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“My Lord, hitherto we have been accustomed to the charge of harbour- 
ing suspicions against Government. Now aecording to the Hon’ble Momher 
in charge it is the Government who harbour suspicion against the non-official 
members. I think that the charge of suspicion is nuiiproeated on both sides. 
However, 1 thought that tin* days of suspicion were at an end, hut it seems to 
me that the observations of the Hon’ble Member have emphasised a feeling 
of suspicion on th(‘ part of (lovornment winch will, I hope, not he recifirociated 
on the non-official side, and it would have been better if the Hon’ble Member 
had not set such an example.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

12. The HoiTble Raja Hrishikesh Laha moved that the words “ or 
for the purposes of a shop or an office '' in lines 3 and 4 of clause 2 (e) be 
omitted. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, stalls in municipal markets only have been excluded from 
the operations of the Act, whereas private markets and shops have not been 
exempted. In order to move this invidious distinction, I beg to move this 
amendment. I may also statn that as trade is now in a prosperous condition, 
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aliO|>*keef>ers can well afford to pay higher rents than ordinary tenants. Mer- 
chants. albo, are making handsome j>rotits, so they do not want any j)rotecrion 
from the Kent Controller for business purpo'^es. It is, tliereforo, just and 
prOj^er that their offices sliould be excluded from the Act. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said:— 

‘‘My L(^rd, some i inu' ago the Ilon’ble Raja gave his opirrion that shop- 
keepers Wen' indulging in proiit(‘ering ; why slioni 1 not landlords also ? W(dl. 
there an* st'veral reasons why tney should iH»t. ddit' two castes are not at all 
analogous, ddie sln^p-kt't'pt'r renews his stock from yi*ar to yt^ar, and oven 
from (]uartei' to tjuarter ; if the landlord or tin* ownt'r a [)roj)(n*(y or land or 
lioust^ was subjt'cl to tin* same eonditi(»ns as a shop-ket'pi'r is, with r(*irard to 
his stoek-iiirtradi*, iher»* would be sonn* analogy, 'rin* Ilon’ble Raja said: 

‘ You make oU j)er cent . jo'olil , why should we not make TO pi*r cent , prohl 
also’. But tin' oO p(>r cent , profit t hat tin' shop«k(‘(‘piT makt's is not net profit, 
but it is gross profit, and 1 Iktc arc* very h'W sho})-ke('])ers who make more 
tha 1 It) or at the outside lo pt'r cent. mU pi-ofit. d'ht'rt'forcp I am opposed to 
tin* Hon’ble Raja’s amendment." 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said:— 

“ My Lor<l, my ann inlment (a.nendnn*nt: No. loj is almost c'xaetly the 
same as tin* pn*st*nt one. I theri'Iei't* take this opportunity of making a fc‘W 
obsm'vations in support of t Ids amend nn*nt . When this Ihll was lirst intro- 
dma'd the public, so far as could In* ase<‘rtained from mnvsjiajnu-s and public 
na'ctings, gave* us to nmlerstand that tin* })rineiph* leason for such a Bill was 
to protect p('oi)h‘ with liinite | income's — people with hxc'd salaru's and large' 
familie'S. Tln'v feiund considerable dtffieuiity by the* oj)«Tat ions of t In* d’ransle'r 
of Prope*ity Act and the* ( bait ract Ae*t ; lhe*y also foiinel dilliciilty in gf*tting 
house* acceimmodation , owing to t he* limit ed supply. I may say tiiat t his sheertage 
is noi due to the* small nunibe*?* of hous<‘S but to the large- inllux of peoples 
from bhirojx*, dapan and Ame*rie:a, ami this fae*t has ope'rated in cre*ating the 
pre*S(*nt situation, ’fin* price of bu lling mata'inals is also vmy high. When 
the* 15ill was first introduce**!, it provnle*<l not e>nly r(*!iel‘ to pe*o,th‘ wln> 
wante^d houses for reside*ntial purposes, but also theise* who wante'd ac(*om- 
moelatioTi for business purpe)S{>s, but seam* mod . float mn e)ft his r«*lie*i has Vje'em 
grafted on to the Bill in the Stdect ( h)mmitt e*.-. I can quite- sympathise with 
those' who have* tei move to h'Ss elcsirabhe houses on ae;count ol tin* exe*e'HSiV(* 
elemamls of landleerds ; but I have ne> sympathy for bu-^im'ss j)(*f)ple who 
woulel insist in occujiying the' same* kirnl e)f shops eei* offices. I may be in 1 h(3 
wrong ; it may be* that 1 eb) met s(*e* e*ye' to (»ye- with tln'in ; but I ele) not fe.el 
any s\ mpathy for theon, because' tln.'Se* [Mn'ph* have* eluring war time' beum 
allowed to acquire large* profits from f)usiness. It may be*, as tin' He)n’bh' 
Mr. Phelps has poiiite*(J out, that the profits of biisines people' are* neit me)rc 
than 10 to 12 pern ce*iir., but are? wo tej iimler^tan 1 that during war time tin) 
[erotits of those' p('Oj)le were 10 to 12 pe'r ce'nt., and not ten times above*, that 
figure? If p(*e>;>lc in the train had not acepiirod so mue'h rneiiniy in the war, 
tlu'y would not liave* b(*f'n able to invest so mu^'h moin\v in house) property in 
Calcutta as th<*yare doing now It is a \v(*ll-known fact that the rise in land 
values m Calcutta is due to the' speculation e)f the‘H ' people who made* money 
during war time in business. I do ne)t cxclueR* p<*tty shop-kf*ep(irH from this 
category, because they we’e* also making hay while the sun shone. Wo have 
seen articles of clothing and fooei sold at five times lli(?ir value during war 
time. As these 8hop-ke*epers and officer-holders have made an extra profit, I elo 
not see why we should give the benefit of this Act to them. I confess that 
1 am not in the same class as my lion’ble friend is, and I believe that his 
is that people who run an office or business are the people for 
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whom sympathy has to be shown. As Government are not going to check 
profiteering in other branches of business, there is no reason that they should 
exten 1 the operations of this Act for the relief of persons whose cases do not 
excite any sympathy. You will find, really, my Lord, that I am not speaking 
ill this malter without any precedent to support me. Tlie English Act of 1915 
which first made a statutory provision for relief during the war time only 
provides for reliid to rxicupiers of residential houses, and to occupiers of shops 
and ofiice premises no relief is given by the British Parliament, and even in 
the aiiKMiding Act of 1919 there is no such relief given to this class of people. 
The only alt(‘ration made is tliat the annual value of houses which were 
exempted has been raised from to £70. Tlierefore, I submit that because 
the holders of shops and oliices are comparatividy more influential in the city 
of Calcutta than in a corr(‘Sj>onding degree in England, where the rise in the 
value of ])ro])(‘r1 V is mon^ r(‘S])ecled than hen^ in India, that therefore you 
shoul I juit an artificial check on the exercise of the rights of landlords in 
C.alcutta in favour of keepers of shops and occujiiers of offices. I think it may 
be taken fiaun mi^ that in t he English Act, which I have got with me. there 
is no sue)] provision. Tlie ojKU’ation of the Act is restricted only to residential 
hous(‘s of t ln^ annual valuii of £70 and, unless it is prove 1 that, the h^gislator of 
India is more' wise than the Britisli Parliament or that the mercantile ] eople 
are moi’ii oppressed Imn; than in any other part of th(‘ British Empire, I would 
move tliat th(^ words ‘or for the purposes of a shop or an office ’ be expunged 
from the clause of the Bill.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

“My Lord, T oppose this amendment and 1 propose to meet all the 
' arguments tliat have bomi advanci'd in support of this ammidnumt. It is 
said that these shoj'-kee[)('rs an*, also making largi* profits and, thmefore, the 
landlords would say : 'As you are also making lai'ge profits, wdiy should the 
protection b(' afforded to you ? ’ Now in answer to this I wo di say that t he 
sh()p-ke(‘pers may lie divided into two classes — honest liusiness-iiKm and 
profiteers. As u^gards the former class, they ctwtainly deserve the protec- 
tion. Now there is no doubt that this Act is essentially and mainly a crusade 
against profiU'ering, and so far as t his legislation is concerned we are only 
coiHunmcd with one particular class of profiteers. Because there are other 
profitemvs also it d(x^s not follow that prot(‘ction should not Ixj affordpd to ’he 
shop-keejiers who are also suspected to be profiteers. It appears to me that the 
psychology of the landlords is this : ‘ Well, 1 am a jirofiteor and you are a 
profitc'er also. Now, so far as I am concerned, this Act is giving a doatli 
lilovv to me, and therefore it is only fair that you should not get the benefit 
of this Acl, because we arc brother-profiteers and we should, therefore, share 
the same fate.’ Now that is a psychology which cannot commend itself to 
any reasonable man. No doubt, then^ is a great volume of feeling in the 
country that Government should undertakf similar legislation on the lines of 
the pvesimt legislation against other sorts of profiteering, but there is no 
reason that h(»cause all possible legislation against all possible sorts of 
profiteerings has not already been undertaken — and certainly they cannot he 
all done in one moment — the legislation tliat is being enacted against one 
particular class of profiteers should not be done fully. Now, my Lord, amongst 
the shop-keepers there are some small shop-keepers who make ordinary 
profits and their mumlier is considerably larger than those who make 
enormous and abnormal profits, and therefore to withhold the jirotection of this 
Act from that large class of peo]ile will be something very unfair. They are 
a very useful section of the eommunity. My hon’ble friend Rai Debender 
C bunder Ghose Bahadur was telling us that these people were making any 
amount of profit during war time, but fortunately for us the war is over, 
and the state of things which prevailed in war time should not be taken 
into consideration when we are legislating in 1920.” 
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The Ren’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said:— 

“ My Lord, 1 feel it my duly to i>;>p(^so this jniitMulment. U we under- 
stand propt‘rly the underlying pnneiple of the Bill, we eoine to know that 
protection is to be given to all elapses «)F people who live in ( /alout ta. 11 
the object of tin* Bill is to give prot4*ction to those wiio live in t luur d'velling 
bouses, that is a different matter, but as 1 uiuh'rstand, tlu^ ]>rineiph' is that 
the arms of law are to be ('Xteiuh'il to all elassi*H of |H*t)ple wlu'ther they live 
in dwelling houses or not. When (Joverninent and tin* Statt* have takiui the 
law in Ilnur hands for the protection of all p(H>ph\ is it rt*asonabh‘, is it eon- 
distent W’ith justice, to urge Ixd'ore the House that t^hop-k('ei)Ors and olliee- 
holders should be excliniisl from tln^ operation of tin* law ? Lonet'ive for one 
moment that tln^ri' are shop-k<'(*i)ei s who are V(*ry pun* j)eoph«, and wliat 
would be their condition if the law (hu^s nol jn otect tln*m ? Bi’anng in mind 
the underlying principle of this Act, I submit that the ameiulment is imt a 
very reasonable one. Wt^ arc' not in Knglainl or any »)tln‘r country where* we 
have to quote tin* English law for our protection. We art* to <*<>nsid(n* tiie con- 
dition of our people, and if it \h' admitted that tln^ia* arc* rapacious landh>rds 
who arcM^xtoi ting c*xcc*ssive rents, 1 think it is filr that this law shouhl be 
extemded to all shop“kec*pers and those who run ofiicc's. ’ 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

‘‘My Lord, tin* discussion as to wh(*tln‘r we should omit tin* words ‘or 
for the ])urposcs of a shoj) or an otlicc* ’ has bec*n fairly (‘cjually balanced. I do 
not pro[)Ose to go at any length in ojiposing this uinoinlmeiit, whi<*h of course* 

1 must (loon behalf of ( loverimn'iit. I do nol think the (|U('sli‘*n of our wisdom 
soaring higln*!’ than that of the British Parliament arlsc^s ht'i'e*. nor d(M*H tlu^ 
(]U(*stion that because* some of tln*s«* sln)p-k<*e|H*rs put up high prici's (‘V(‘ii in 
pri*-war days that they should be* punish(*d arise*. What tin* (1 ovt*rii ment arc* 
concerin* 1 with is this ; Has prolite(*ring tak<‘n pla(a> w’ith regard to hiiddiugs 
lc*t out for shops or ollicu's or not 1 hold prool in my hands that il Inis 

taken place. That being so, w<‘ arc* in duly bound to rope* in tin* shop and 
oiiiec- just as mucli as a residential building, and further my rcqily to the 
Hon’ble Rai Debender ( 'liunder (ihosc* Bahadur with regard to the protilecn'- 
ing shop-kccqior who has inllatc*d the* | rice of foodstuffs and other things 
woulc] bo that if hereafter tliey still go on iTofitciering in the way tiiat somc^ 
of th(*m have* don(^ the (jovc‘rnmc*nt wdl liave a erushing rcjily ready for 
thi*m. The Govc*rnim*nt will say — ‘ Herc^ w'e have? given you protc‘etion 
against the rapacious laiidic'rd and yc*t vvh(*ii you go on j)!()lit coring, you 
certainly deser \ 0 no m(*rcy or indulgc‘nci*.' 1 lliink it must bccpiilc*, apparc'ut 
that that is the principle which must guide us in including a sliop and an 
office and not th(? principle enunciate I by the Rai Bahadur. 

For these reasons, my Lord, I am unable? to accept tin? aim*ndmc?nt of 
Raja Hrishikesh Laha.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said:- 

** My Lord, as I have proposed an aincndm(?nt of a similar nat ure* I would 
say a few words on this amendment. It has been said that although sliop- 
kee) ers may be profiteering that is no reason why profiteering landlords 
should be given protection. 1 entirely agree with that proposition, lull 1 
should like the Council to consider another more important aspect of the 
question. Are we going to legislate wdth r€*gard to all profiteering ? Did we 
legislate when there was cloth trouble? Did we legislate when the brickfield 
Owners were selling bricks at something twice or thrice the normal price? f 
entirely agree wfith Babii Akhil Chandra Datta (he at any rale is consistent) 
in his suggestion that wherever there in profiteering let there be legislation 
^toput a stc^ to it ; of course if this be a sound view in politics, let us accept 
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it by all moans and follow this view to its logical conclusion. If we do not 
accept this view as sound, is it wise or right that we should select only one 
kind of profiteering, namely, the profiteering of landlords? In giving my 
support to the general principles of this Bill I have always said that a good 
deal of profiteering is going on ami perhaps, to some extent, this Bill is justi- 
fiable. I know that no Government can remain unmoved by the cries of a 
roofless population and that no Governimmt ought to withstand the cries of a 
hungry population, but does that apply to protecting shop-keepers ? 

I have no sympathy with the rapacious landlords, but I want to look 
ahead and to see tho pn^sent housing problem of (kilcutta solved on proper 
lines and not on lines of mere imitation of Kangoon or Bombay but on lines 
worthy of Calcutta, l>y developing her, by making it possible for her to build 
many larger houses and cheaper houses by promotion of building societies 
in which t(mants, be they tenants of residential houses or shops, will be 
int(ireHt(H]. J want ( ’alcutta to solv(^, her housing problem on lines of self- 
help and not merely by Bolshevik legislation. It may be necessary tem- 
porarily to rt'sort to a h‘gislation of this character to allow people not to go 
roofless, but do(‘s that justification exist in case of shops? 1 venture to think 
it does not. My Lord, 1 would not have troulded myself about slioi)s Sptjaking 
personally and for those whom I n'present in this Council, 1 have no interest 
in shops, l)ut 1 have bemi in the S(‘.lt^ct Committe(5 as also in Council pleading 
for a juster Act and not for the t(*nants of sho])S and in the interest of 
rapacious landlords. The latter will know very w(4l how to get rid of the 
provisions of this Act and th(*ro are hundreds of ways of doing so for a 
dishoiH'St landlord, f am pleading for the (‘xclusion of shops foi* contractual 
rights should not bo inlerfered with unless it is absolutely necessary in the 
V(U*y interest of the j)oorer middh^ class tenants, or in the int(‘rest of thost^ 
whom this h^gislation seeks to protect. 1 plead for not extending this legis- 
lation l)eyond what is actually necessary. It may be that my voice is a voice 
crying in the wildiTiiess, but' it may bt^ that a h^w years henc(^ Governimoit 
will repent of its hasty ac^tiou. But there is nnoiber matter which 1 
deprecate and deprecate most strongly, ijamely, the introduction into the 
discussion of this qut^stion the party internist of landlords or the party 
interc^st of tlio tenants. Let the ttmants and tin' landlords all conibim3 and 
try to solve tln3 housing probhmi of Calcutta. Sectionalism will do no good 
to India. For all these reasons I submit tliat the word ‘shop’ should be 
omitted.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pali Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, I ne(*d not formally nn^ve the motion which stands in my 
name (amendment No. 14). The llon’bh^ Raja has said already what ought 
to be said in this matter. He has said that he has l)een convinced of unjust 
profiteering on the part of shop-keepers. 1 have said from the very begin- 
ning that I have absolutely no sympathy with rack-renting landlords, and 
that I am in favour of legislation to provide shelter for poor people who 
cannot ahord to live in these hard times on account of the economic distress 
that is now prevailing here, but, my Lord, I have been very carefully 
searching to find out what the facts are that have induced the Government 
to include shops and offices in this Bill in order to afford them protection. 
It has bt^en said by the Hon’ble Member in charge in his introductory speech 
that there has been profiteering, so far as shops and offices were concerned. 
My Lord, ht^ may cite 20 or 3J cases of residential houses and there are 
16.000 tenanted residential houses in Calcutta. We may leave them aside, 
because I have said I have full sympathy for those who cannot find shelter, 
but I will now confine myself to the 5,000 sliops within the Calcutta munici- 
pality, — my figure is quite correct and it may be verified from the municipal 
register — may I respectfully inquire, my Lord, in how many cases out of 
these &,000 ^hops has the Hon’ble Member in charge, after due investigation, 
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found that thero has boon exhorhitant iiiort^aso of rent without any justifi- 
cation wliatever ? I should also like to know another fact : It has been said 
that many of thesi' shop-kee|Hu*8 an^ poor; there are no doubt j oor shop- 
keepers. but at the same time we know ‘bar, p^emo'ally Sfxvakin^, trades peopb' 
have reaped a substantial harvt^si during war time. ^lay I also ask what 
was the income-tax derivi^d from thest* h.OOt) shops befort^ the war and nfler 
the war? My Lord, that, will In* a eonviiK‘ing figun*, and it would sliow that 
there has been no preposterous rack-renting on tht‘ part of landlords iti 
respect of shops and placi's oi business and that business-men have done 
well and could aflford to ])ay an increased rtuit. ddien I would rtdtu* to anotlu'r 
point, Hon’bh* Mr. Pludjjs has said that thesis shops and phuu‘s of 

business make only a tt‘n-])er Oiuit. piofii. It is common knowhslge that 
trades people liave mad(‘ (*normous profits and that they are now rolling in 
wealth, ddie Ilon’bl(> Babu .\khil Clianvlra Datta says tlic majority of tliem 
are small shop-ke(‘pers. My Lord, the Hon’tjlo Babu Akldi C-liandra Daita 
hails from Comdla ; l)e conu‘s (o Louncil ptudiaps for i‘V(»ry third or fourth 
m(‘eting, and probaldy that i.s how lie has gained his knowledge of shops in 
Calcutta." 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, interrupting, said 

“ My Lord, 1 vise to a point of ord(^r. The llon’bli^ Miunber has no 
business to pass thes(^ remarks ; it lias nothing to do with him, whether I 
attend Camneil regularly, or only every third or fourth inet^ting." 


The Hon’bie Rai Radha Charan Pai Bahadur, continuing, said 

‘‘1 b(^g the Hon’hle Moinbor’s pardon. I wllhdraw my rtunarks. As 
regards tin' small shop-k(‘ep(‘rs, tlnn'i' are small shops in Burra Bazar, but 
Indiind t bos(^ small shoj)S 1, boro is a mint of monoy. (Jo t)v<‘r any pari of 
Burra Bazar and yon will hud that it is full of small shops, but as I bav'> 
said there is largo eajntal btdiiud tliosi' sliops. d'hosi' shop-keopors havi* n^ajied 
an onorinous harvest by selling cloth at a profit dining tlie liigb prices. 
It lias been stattnl in tin* Bent Conimitteo’s n‘])()rt that the inercasi^ of 
p)rices of things, thatjis to say, tin* lowering of tin* purchasing powm* of money, 
has eaus('d a I’ise in land values and nuits. ll- is also jiarlly due, as lias 
been admitted l>y the I((Uil (’ommiitis‘, to the doinolition ol buihlings by 
the (hdeutta Improvi*ment Trust without any attemjit at ri'-honsing tin*, 
displaced population. Now. my Lord, (he riso in tln^ price of living generally 
has gone above 100 p(‘r cent., and I should like t o know, my Lord, wbetlier 
in the east; of thes(i o,000 slnjps and business places, t lie rents have been 
raised to anything apjjroaching the saint? prt>portion. My Lt>rd, n(‘w t*nter- 
pris(‘S are springing up every day ; th(u*t^ is limited aecoinmfHjat ion in certain 
areas called trading areas, and so if a p(‘rson pays a little higlnm in (jrd(?r to 
secure a particular plact? to carry on his busim*ss, 1 think he should 
allowed to do so. I do not see any injustice in it ; this is merely busiimss 
and if this is not allowtMl to be done, business will be slrangl( 3 (J. My Lord, 
much has been said of the Englisli Act. The English Act controls the rent 
of small dwelling houses only; it does not control the nmt of siiops and 
places of business. If we follow tlie English law' lliere is no reason why we 
should not follow it in all Us essential features." 


The Hon’bie Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said:— 

‘‘ My Lord, we have heard of the rjipaciousness of the shop-keepers, the 
price of everything has gone up, but if we exclude the shop-keepers from the 
provisions of this Bill, what will happen ; they will have another chance of 
saying that they have got to pay higher rents, therefore they are entitled to 
char^ mere for their goods. That is what will happen. Then how arfe you 
going to make a distinction between the small sbop-keepei* who lives in bis 
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own fibo}), and the big ehoi-koeper who keeps IiIk shop for placet of biisinef 
only and lives elsewhere? It will require a great mathematician to work or 
(;hiti distinction. It is for this r(*ason, my Lord, tlut I oppose ll e aincndinerit. 


The Hon’ble Mauivi Fazl-ul-Haq said 

•My I jord, if I int( 3 rvrno at this sta^e of the debate, it is to emphasis 
two points in the speech of the llf)n’ble Labu Akhil Chandra Datta and th 
Hon’hle Mr. Ashraf All. With reference^ to the remarks delivered by tli 
Hon’hh^ yir. Mitter witli a (‘ertain amount of lieat. 1 can only t(‘ll him that 
Ik)lsh(‘vik can only he siKJcn'SBfully met by another llolshevik and that i 
this ) articular case, we shall welcome this legislation as an indication, if 
may say so, of the dawn of slow-returning wo’sdoin on the part of Goverr 
m(Tjt. Profiteering has becui going on so unscrupulously for the last fe' 
ytvars that it is^ a pity that Government did not intervene to put a stop to 
long ago, hut because Government has not done what was necessary or eve 
what was its hounden duty in other directions, is it any reason to com 
foi’w^ard and say that because Government has failed in its duty in othe 
respects that Government should stop its hand in this matter also? Will tw 
wu’ongs mak(3 one right ? 

Then, my Loid, as regards another point which has been referred to h 
Mr. Ashraf AH, and which I should like to emphasise : If the shop-keeper 
are not protected, what will happem ? These landlords wall find that tliei 
chanci^s of profiteering at ihe expense of residents in houses will be gon 
and so th(‘y will have a greater inclination to seek for fresh fields, and the; 
wall try to exact more than a fair rent from the shop-keepers, and the resul 
will he what Mr. Ashraf Ali has point(^d out. Prices have gone up already 
and tliey will go up still higher. After all what does the shop-keeper do 
H(‘ imjrorts things from outsich? India ; he pays a certain rate of fiadght, am 
other exp(ms(‘s incurred by liim ; thtm he pays a e('rta!n rent and then make 
a profit. ll(' will necessarily increase the price of the artic^los he sell", i 
you increase his rent. It st3(uns to me that th(3 wuiy would be not to oppos 
this Hill, but aftm- it lias been passeil into law, to put pressure on Governmen 
to und(M-take h^gislation on similar lines in order to ]-ut a stop lo profiteerin, 
in other directions. I know that a e urse like that is beset with diificultief 
but wt3 ij(mm 1 not be afraid of that. We have got to find a solution to thai 
just as we have found a solution for the increase in house rents. I therefor 
think that it will not be wise to oppose this provision simply because simila 
provision has not l)(‘en made in other respects, and lastly, I do not sec^ wh 
merely si'ops and office's should be excluded from protection. What aboii 
hot('ls and other places also ? If we n'strict it only to residential houses, w 
ha VI? got to take away everything else from the purview of this Act. For a 
these reasons 1 oppose this anumdment. ” 


The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha said 

“ I am not much impresse 1 by the arguments adduced by the Hon’hl 
Mr. Phelps. We own a few houses in Cahmtta an<l the nett return their 
from is not more than j er cent., whereas you accept the statomen 
of my hon’ble friend that shot -keepers KUJ‘ke a nett profit of 15 pe 
cent. On his own showing, they make a profit of 300 per cent, more tha 
the landlords, and if that is not ])roprofiteering, I do not know what profite('i 
ingis. As the shop-keeper makes a handsome profit at the expense of tli 
consumers, there is no reason why he should be at all protected. 

It has been also urged by other Hon’bU? Members that the prices ^ 
things will be increased if wo raise the rate of rent. All I can say is that in 
iion’ble friend Babii Akhil Chandra Datta and others have never see 
Burra Bazar at all. If he had been there he would not say that profiteerin 
has not gone on. His knowledge in that direction is very limited. jl do nc 
see why shop-keepers who indulge in profiteering should be aC allptotectec 
I thc.rftfnvA nrAAu tho ^ 
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The motion hein|? put, a division was taken with the following roKiilt: — 


Ayes — 9. 

The Hoii'ble Babu Sarat Chaiiiira Chakra- 
butty. 

„ „ Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 

Ray. 

,, „ Babu Brojeiuira Kishor Kay 

Chaudhuri. 

„ „ Rai Dubeiuh'r Chunder (ihoHc* 

Bahadur. 

„ „ Rai Radha Charaii Pal Baha- 

dur. 

,, ,, Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

,, ,, Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

„ „ Raja Ilrirthikesh Laha, C.I.E. 

„ Mr. P. C. Mitter, C.I.E. 


Nim — SI. 

The Hon’bie Sir Henry Wheeler, K.O.I.K., 
C.S.l. 

„ „ Mr. J. (t, Chimming, c.s.i., 

0.1. E. 

„ „ Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, 

K.C.S.I., K.O.I.E., 1.0. M., 

Maharajailhiraja l^ahadur 
of Burdwau. 

„ „ Mr. H. L. Slepheuaou, C.s.l., 

(M. *•'. 

„ ,, Mr. W. \V. Honiell, O.I.K. 

„ ,, Sir C. J. Sl«‘\ enaoii-Moore, 

K.C.I.K., O.V.O. 

„ „ Mr. S. W. (it)(><h‘. 

,, „ Klian Bahadur Maul vi Ai^in- 

ul-lslain. 

,, „ Major-Ueneral W. H. B. 

Robinson, e.n., I.M.S. 

„ „ Mr. d. F. Mom* ban. 

„ „ Mr. W. 11. II. .\rd(‘n-Wood, 

(M.E. 

„ ,, Mr. fiurm'r. 

,, ,, Babu Kialiori Mohan (diar»- 

dhuri. 

„ „ Khan Saliib Aniati Ali. 

„ „ Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley, (’.I.E. 

„ „ Mr. M. (\ McAlpin.* 

„ „ Mr. A Marr. 

„ „ Mr. F. A. (^)wlev, 0 . 1 . K. 

Mr. (i.N.Hov. 

„ „ Mr. \V. H. Phelps. 

„ „ Mr. U. M. Watson-Smvth. 

„ „ Maulvi A. K. Fa/d-ul-lla(j. 

„ „ Mr. Ashraf Ah Khan C’hau- 

dhii ri. 

„ Mr. Arun ( 'handra Smgha. 

„ „ Balm M abend ra Nath Kay, 

(M.K. 

„ „ Babu Akhil CMiamIra Datla. 

„ ,. Kai Mahendr.i Chandra 

Mittra Bahadur. 

„ „ Babu lihabeudra (Miandra 

Ray. 

,, I^abu Sib Narayan Mukherji. 

,, ,, Nawab Bahadur (d’ Murshi- 

dahad, Ainir-ul-Omrali , 
K.C.H.I., K.CW.O. 

,, „ Sir Deba l*raHad Sarvadhi- 

kari, Kt., o.l.E. 


riie following nn*iuherK were absent : — 

The Hon’bie. Mr. K. B. Dutl. 

Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, .. Kai Sri Natli Kay Bahadur. 

,, ,, Dr. Abdulla-al Mamun Suhrawardy. 

,, Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

,, ,, Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

„ ,, Mr. Hindley. 

,, ,, Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.o.i.k. 

Mr. G. A. Bayley. 

,, Mr. W. L. Travers. 

,, „ Mr. Cathcart. 

,, Mr. Pickford. 

The Ayes being 9 and the Noes 31, the motion was lost. 
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[12th April, 


The President ; Rai Radka Charan Pal Bahadur ; Bahu Surendra Nath Ray ; 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur oj Burdwan, 

The President said 

“ Items 13 and M are disposed of by the decision of the Council on 
amendment No. 12.” 

The following two motions wen^ then deemed to have Ixuui withdrawn : — 


13. The Hon’ble l\ai ])(d)ender Chundor Ghose Bahadur to move that 
the words “ or for the purposes of a shop or an office ” in lines 3 and 4 of 
clause 2 (e) be omitted. 


14 The llon’l)le Rai Rad ha ('haran Pal Bahadur to mov(^ that tiie 
words “ or for the purposes of a shop or an office ” in lines 3 and 4 of clause 
2 {e) be omitted. 

15. Motion No. 14 not being carried, tin' Hon’ble Uai Radlia Charan 
Pal Bahadur mov(‘.d that for tiu' words or for the purpoS(^s of a shop or an 
office ” in lines 3 and 4 of clause 2 (e), the following be substituted, viz: — 

“ or for the purposes of a sliop whose monthly rental is below Rs. 2(1 
and which is let for the retail sale of food stuffs 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, it will b(‘ soon that wliat I propose in this amendniimt is that 
shops whose* monthly rental is below Hs. 20 should only 1)(* included within 
the 8co])(* of I he Bill. I n(‘ed not say nnieh on this amendment as rln* 
question has been fully discussed already. All I want by this nmendnn'nt is 
to protect small sho])s. I hope* the Ilon’ble Memb(*r-in-charg(' will agrees witli 
me in saying that tlu^ bigger shops ne(*d not, la'cjuire ])i‘(^t,ect.ion. 1 ho])(‘, 
though it will bo hoping against hope, that this amendmoiit will m(*et witli 
acceptance at his hands.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

‘‘ My Lord, 1 had no intention of taking any part in the discussion of 
this amendment, but as certain facts rogai’ding certain (iovm-nnu*nt tenants 
have been placed in my hands, 1 have risi*n to sup])ort this amendment. My 
Lord, wo have heard much about tln^ rapaciousness of Indian landlords ; wi* 
have hoard much about profiteering by landlords, l)ut in this n'spi'i!t 1 r(*ally do 
not know wlu'tln'r tin* landlords have l)(*on following th(> benign (iovernmi*nt. 
I have got a small list in my hand. It contains the names of 25 or 31) ti'nants — 
all Government t.i’nants — of tin* Orphangnngo market who have been servi'd 
with notices by Gov(U'nment for higher rents. I may say that they have been 
tenants of ( ioviTiunont for the last six or seven years. These ti'iiants havi* 
already sent in a potitifm to the Collector of 24-Parganas, but they have been 
told by the officer-in-charge of the market that they would have to pay higher 
rents from henci'forth. 1 will cite a few of these cases : — Abdul Gani has 
been paying Ks. 23 as rent ; this will be raised to Rs. 30. Gobardhan has been 
paying Rs. 37 ; his rent will be raised to Rs. 60.” 


The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said : — 

\p 

‘‘ May 1 rise to a point of order, my Lord. T am not quite clear what this 
has got to do with the protection of shops on a monthly rental of Rs. 20 and 
less. The Hon’ble Member is here citing certain cases in which Government 
is going to put up the rents of certain shops above a certain figure, while the 
amendnjent before us is for the protection of a certain class of shops.” 
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The President ; Babu Surendra Nath Ray : Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan ; Mr, Ashraf Alt Khan Chaudhuri : Rax Radha C ha ran Pal 
Bahadur. 


The President said 

‘‘ 1 do not a}>prec*ia1.t‘ tilt' l^oarin^ of tho llon’hlo Monil>t'r’s arguments 
upon this annuidinont. d'ho ohjoct ol this aniondin«*i.t is to rtHiuct' the soope 
of rho Hill so as to oxcdudo from its provisions lar;^o sliops. Undor l.lu‘S»^ 
circiinistancos 1 am unahlo to follow i ho arixunumts of tho Il»'n’l)h' Mtunhor. 
I cannot st‘o wln^thiM- In^ is ar^iiin^ in favour of or against t in* amoiidmont.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said:— 

‘‘ I would now ]dact‘ Ix'fort' tho ('ouncil the (ms(* of siiialhu* tonnnts. Ono 
tenant was paylnpf Rs, 17 — 

The President said:— 

“ Onltu* ! ordor ! The llon’hlo Moinbor must ;iddu(‘o ar^^iiimml s (ut lior 
in favour of or a^^ainst th(' particular anumdmont whi(‘h is under discussion. 
I do not se«‘ ihattln^ ai-jL^ument which ho basso far adduct3d has anythiu|Uf 
to do with this j)artK ular annuidnumt , and unl(‘ss ho shows nu‘ that it do<'S 
beai* on the aiiHnidinont, 1 must rule him out of orchn* ” 

The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said:— 

I am in favour of this amcndiiiont. I say that thest' tcuiants shiMild 
also li(‘ proto(‘t,rdd 


The President said :— 

; but tlioii tho llon’hle M(‘ml)er is in favoiii’ of th(' I5ill and not in 
fa\oni-()f I ho anioielmont. d'his amondnnnii Is in favour of nMlucini:^ 
sc( »| M' ol I ho 1 lill.” 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:- 

” My Lord. I must ask tho llon’blo Ral Radha (’Imran Jhal Ihihadur not 
to liopo a^‘aiiisi liojx'. I cannot accept this amondmont bocaiiso it is ap^ainst 
llio ])riiuhj)los ol tho L)ilb Whoii ilio first amondmont on the aL^imdti pajior 
was moved by tho llon’blo Maulvi Fa/d-ul-1 Laej I oxplaiiiod what th(^ prin- 
(hplo undoidyinu tdie Rill was, and lhi'^ is drivinp^ riLciit .ap^ainst that principh% 
atid as sindi I must, opj>oso it.” 

The Hon’ble Mr Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said: — 

“My Lr)rd, 1 would only ask my friond. tin* iloibbh^ Rai Radha Charan 
Pal Rahadur, who is a ^reat master of statistics, to toR us liow many shops 
tliore art' now lot out at Rs. 20.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ Although I cannot ^ive him the fipjuros just now. they an^ available, in 
tho otiico of the ( ’or})oration, hut I believe a very lar^^e numbe^r (;f sliops 

or small shopkeop 'rs phoir number is not quiti* insit^nilicant, but (juiti* lar^rc) 
who sell foojstiitfs will rooeivo protection if tliis ammidment be accept(‘d. 
I may say without botrayim^ contidenco that 1 undoTstood fiorn the, (!onv< 3 r- 
sation I had with the List speaker that ho would favour such a com[)romiso 
and would supjHu t my motion.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


4a 
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Kishori Mohan Ckaudhurt ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan ; President ; 

Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

The following motion was deemed to have heon withdrawn as being 
covered by previous discussion in the Council : — 

16. The Hon’l)lo Mr. P. C. Mitter to move that in line 4 of 
chuise 2 (e) the words “ a shop or ” be omitted. 

17. The Hon’Ide Ihibu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that in 
siib-elause 2 (e) the words beginning with the words “ or lodging house ” 
in line 7 to the end be omitted. 

fie said : — 

“ In this amendment a mistake has crept in. I wrote after the words 
lodging-houses and not beginning with the words lodging-houses, and the 
amendmiuit should ik>w be so worded. My arguments in support of this 
amiMidment are exactly the same as have been advanced previously. Why 
should not the sliop-keejiers be allowed the same advantages as the stall- 
keepers ? There ought not to bo any diflereiiee between them. If protection 
is given to one it should not be denied to the other. 1, therefore, proposi' that 
tins ameiidnient be accepted and the wonls beginning with ‘ but iloes uot 
include a stall let for the retail sale of goods in a market as defined in 
section .‘1 {24) of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1899 ’ be omitted.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— 

“ My Lord, may we not take amendment No. 18 as well ? In that case 
1 may reply to both at the same time.” 


The President said 

” Perhaps it would be. for the convenience of tin' Council if we took the 
discussion of Nos. 17 and 18 together as they deal substantially \vith the 
same (|uestion and the Hon’blo Member-in-charge of the Rill will then 
give the (loverninent vii^w with regard to thesi' queslions. I will lait the 
two amendments from the chair after the discussion has taken place.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha said 

My Lord, 1 beg leave to withdraw the amendment which stands in 
my name.” 


The following motion (No. 18) was then by leave of the President with- 
drawn : — 

18. The llou’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha to move that for the 
words “ but does not include a stall ”, in lines 7 and 8 of cla,u.se 2 {e), the 
following be substituted, viz: — 

” also a stall or stalls ”. 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, when we excluded the stalls it was not the intention really 
on the part of Government to exclude every kind of stall in a market «nd 
for that reason 1 had thought of mentioning that the amendment to be 
moved by Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri would remove the anomaly that 
at present exists. In fact 1 had put down for myself, in case the Hon ble 
Mr. Ashraf Ali had not turned up, to move a similar amendment on behalf 
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President ; Kishori MoJum C hand hart ; Mr- Ashraf Alt Khan C hand hurt ; 
Afaharajadhiraja lUihadur oj Burduan ; Hat liadhn Charan PaL 

of Govrrnmont, and I think if this Council, if your Excellency pives 
permission to the Mon’hle Mr. Ashraf Ali to move his amendment, wert^ to 
consider his ainemiment favourahly tluni it, would meet the point that the 
iJahii Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri has in mind. Our object really in 
t*xcludin^^ tlu‘ stall as dt'tined in the (\alcutla Municipal Act was to nuH't 
sucli castes wiiere, say, in a inan^o st‘ason in an amhata many manj^oes 

conic to the inark(‘t but if it be a bad maiiijro season manj;ot*s do not conu' to 
such a jjrt^at (OKtent. F,»r that n*ason we thoug’ht tliat tlnua* would bt^ 
difliculty in fixing a standard rtuit for this particular kind of fruit stall. 
It was not intiuidtMl tiiat W(‘ should allow stalls to conu‘ within the detini- 
tion of tlie inarkt't. when* if then* was a cloth shop it would 1)0 dctiiUHl as a 
stall. Therefore, 1 think if your Excellein'V tyrants p(‘rinisHlon to tht‘ 
Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali to inovi* his ainendnnuit tin* anomaly would at least 
be removed and for that rt'ason I am not prepared to acu^epl the amendment 
of tin' Ilon'bh* llabu Ivishori Mohan Chaudhuri. ’ 


His Excellency the President said 

‘^Tlm H on’bh* Meml'(‘r will s(‘»* that (iov(*rnmt‘nl art' pi‘t*part‘d to aeet'pt 
amendment No. 19. I f t litur acce])tanc«‘ of t hat ammnlnn'nt m(‘<‘ts his point 
piM'haps he would withdraw his amendnn‘nt and allow the Hon’bh' .Mr. Ashraf 
Ali to mov(‘ amendnu'iit No, 19.’ 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

‘‘My Lord, if am(*ndmenl No. 19 he accepted I think that will mi'ct my 
ease also. I, tlieiadore, ask for h‘av(' to withdraw my ann‘ndment.” 

ddu* motion was tln'U by leave of tin* President withdrawn. 

19. ddie Ilon’blo Mr. M. .Ashrif Ali Khan (!liaudhuri movi'd that 
[liter tin* words “a stall h‘t ” in lirn' S of clause 2 U') the following? 
be inserted, viz: — 

at variable rents at different seasons or years ’V 

He said : — 

My Lord, after svhat has fallen from the llon’ble Meinber-in-ctiar^e 1 
just formally move? my am(‘ndm(‘nt.” 


rhe Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, then* is om* mistake in the amendrmmt, as it has b(‘,(m printed, 
be^ to point out tliat the words Sif tin* year’ sliould be substiluP*)! for the 
vords ‘ or years 

The motion was then pul in the following form and agreiMl to : — 

Aft(‘r tin* words a stall let in line 8 of clause 2 (e) the following be 
nserted, viz : — 

‘at variable rents at dilferent seasons of the year.’ ” 

20. Tlie lIon’l)h* Uai La lha (diaran Pal Bahadur moved that in lin (5 8 
)f clause 2(c) after the words “ in a ” the v/ords “ Bazar or ” In* insifrted. 

lie said : — 

• “ My Lord, now that the amendment of the HoiPble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan 
Chaudhuri is ac(‘ej)ted we find that it is only the market that is included, ijut 
here are also bazars, as defined in the Calcutta Municipal Act, wliere there 
re stalls whose n*nts are variable at different seasons of the vear. smdi ;ie in 



496 


The Calcutta Bent BilL 


[12th April, 

Afaharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan ; Rai Dehender Chunder Ghose 
Bahadur ; Akhil Chandra Datia, 

Harrison Koad there is a row of vegotable sliops and fruit stalls which sell 
different I'ruitB at dif^Tont seasons ot the y(‘ar. I think, therefore, that if it 
he the intention of the legislature to exclude such places, the words ‘ Bazar 
or’ may l)e included.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

My Lord, I thought that my explaining that it was not the intention of 
Goveiairnent to exclude ev(*ry. kind of stall in a market would have been a 
clear enough indication that the Government did not favour the idea of stalls 
uthi'r than those for the kind of fruits and vegetables regarding which 
standanl rent is not j)ossibl(i to fix. Now, my friend comes along with the 
idea that along with thost^ stalls we should also exclude bazars. Now, if 
w(i look at th(‘ definition in tin* Calcutta Municipal Act of the word ‘ bazar,’ 
we find that it has Ixmui (bdined as a place*, of trade oIIk'i* than a market 
where there is a collection of shops or warehouses, and according to the 
hon’blc^ mover we would then be exiduding the whole of Burra Bazar 
itself r(\garding which wc have h(‘ard so inuch. I do not think it is at all 
practical polities to tliink of including bazars.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said 

‘‘ My Lord, cei’tain ol>s(n*vations of th(^ llon’ble Maharajadhii'aja Bahadur 
iiiduc(^ to rcter lo certain facts as regards the principal market, in the 
town of Calcutta — the Hogg Market — which belongs to tlie ( /orporation. 
It is not only a market as d(‘line(l in tin* Calcutta Municipal Act, but it is a 
bazar as well. Tluua* are shops almost on all sich‘s of it and also in its 
interior whi(ti deal in peiashable or (‘atabh^ g(X)(ls and tliey would (certainly be 
calb‘(l a bazar according to the delinition given in tin* Cabnjtta i\lunicipal Act. 

1 do not think tlu're would Ik* any ditli(Uiby hereafter if we used tin; words 
‘bazar as well as market.’ in j)la(a* where they hav(' been usf'd. 1 may also 
m(*iition litoa* that it is not a fact that the stall holders who S(*ll fruits — 
perishabh* things — ])ay daily rents, but lamts are fixed for a certain 
t(;rm, and insttaid of mangoes tln^ stall-holders also sell otdier fruits at 
(litlerent s(*asons of I he y(\-ir. So the Corporation buds no ditflculty in tln^ 
matter of rents whi(di are not A\ariabl(*. ] think tln'i’i* is some forca^ in tln^ con- 
tention of my fri(*nd theilon’ble Uai RadhaCliaran Pal Bahadur that the words 
‘or bazai- ’ should lx* ])ut after tln^ word ‘ mark(U.’ 1 am not very particular 
in this matt(4' bi‘caus(* I happ(*n to n*pn!Sont the (.'orporation, and if the 
llon’ble Mr. J’ayne in the St‘l(*ct (himmittec* has acct*pted tin* word as put in 
the Bill I do not think 1 should rebel against him and siigg(‘8t somerdiing 
diffenmt, but I imu’cly point out these facts which apparently were not known 
to the llon’bh* Member-in-charge of the Bill.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said:— 

“This amendment is very important. To all superficial observers 
it would seem that la^cause the word ‘ market ’ is tluua*. it would not mean 
very much if the word ‘ bazar ’ was added, but I think there is more 
underneath this am(*ndm(‘nt than appears on tin* surface. It means a 
lot of things, ’rtni words ‘bazar’ and ‘market’ are used in a particular 
imuaning in the Municipal Act. ’Phe definition of ‘bazar’ is this: It is a 
place of trade other than a market where there is a collection ot shops or 
warehouses. Ther(*fore, if the word ‘ bazar ’ is added, the result will be as 
the Hon ’bit* Member-in-charge of the Bill has said, the whole of Burra Bazar 
will be taken out. 1 may go a little further and say that if the word ‘ bazar ’ 
be inserted a considerable portion of the town of (kalcuf^a will be exempted 
from the. operation of this Act. In fa<*t the scope of the Bill will be reduced 
by more than a half. So tlie amendment is not so innocuous as it really 
looks. ]. therefore, strongly object to tliis amendment i)eing accejitod.” 
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Bat Badha Charan Pal Bahadur; Surendra yaf/i Bay : President. 


The HoD’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said:— 

“ My Lord, I may at oiK’t* explain tlu* motive' that iinderlit's my amoiul- 
ment. ’I'he amendmemt to vvliieh we' all agreoil. 1 mean the one moved 
hy Mr. Asliraf Ali, says tiear ‘stalls let at variable' remls at ilifienent se>a 5 ^ons 
of the* ye‘ar for tin* ret ad sale* ol ltokIs in a mari\(‘t as deliiu'el in seH’tion d ^24) 
e)f tlie^ I’aleutta Municipal A(*t, 1890 I have' move'd that this anu'nelinent 
be ae*ea*pied togetlier with the* aehlition e)f the* we)rel ‘bazar’ as ele‘iineil in 
sec'tion 2 of the* Calemtta Municipal Ae*i. S») tlion* iioe'd not \h\ any ai>pre- 
hension of Burra Ihazar or othe*r bazars be'iiii; exe‘hnh*el from the' o])e‘ration of 
this Ac*t. Afte'r all. thre*e*donr( hs of Burra Bazar are not le*! at vanahh* rtMits 
at ditl'ere'nt staiseius of the* year feir the* sale e>f <lirtere‘nt seerts of articles, ddieu’e* 
are various kinels of bazars, tin* cbeth bazar, the* u'oblsmil hs’ bazar, anel see 
on and tlie're* the* stalls are* j)e‘rmanent stalls. As a matte*r of fae't, the*re' are* 
seime small bazars, take for instance the (»ne in Ahe‘t‘i*it olla Slre*e*t, whe'n* 
there* is a range* eif vege'tabh* >bo|is that S(*ll at ce*rlain si*asons cabbage's and 
at othen- s<*as()ns {Mitatex'S or niangoe*s. Similarly, in ))arts of Burra Bazar tbe*re* 
are some* stalls tiiat se*ll vi^griablrs and elilVere'iit sorts of fruits at. dilh*rent 
se'asons of the* }ear. \\’he*n we* have exclude»l tbe si* stalls in a niarke't freim 
t lit* ope*ration of this Act, 1 eb) not unde'rstanel why similar stalls in a bazar 
should not be gi\’('n the' same* bem'tit. I think tlie-sj* stalls shoubl re‘ee*lve* the* 
same t re'at uie*nt. This is my ame'nelme'nt , if it is suspicious, tbreiw it away, but 
it is a luma fide motion brought forwarel by me* with a view t <> ])lae*ing the* 
stalls in a marke*t anel those in a bazar em the* same* footing.” 

Tim motion was tbe*n fmt and lost. 

21, d'he* Ib.en’bb* Balni Sure'iidra Nath Kay was to have' move*e| that, for 
tlie words geKxls in a marke*t as dt'fiiieel in se*e*tn)n d of the Oalenit l a 

Municijial Act, in line*s ainl B) ol clause 2 UM, tin* following bie sub- 

stitut'd, viz. : — 

“ nu'at, fish, fruit, ve'ge‘t.able*s, liveatock or suedi perishable' goods in a 
bazai* or marke*t as de'fin<*d in the* ('ale*ulta Miinie*i]>al Act., 1899.’* 


lle^ saiel : — 

“ My Lord, as tin* Ilon’leb* Me'inbe'r-in-charge* of the* I>ill b.as alre^ady 
ace*epte'd ame*neiment Ne). 19, winch is prae't ie^ally my ann*nelm('nt . I elo neit 
wish te> ]n*e‘ss the* point. I ask for fie'rmission to witlnlraw it.” 

The motion was tlie*n by le*ave* of the* Pre‘8i<le*nt witlnlrawn. 

22. The llon’bb' Rai Had ha (diaran Pal P>ahaejur was tee have* nie)Ve*d 
that feir the brackets anel figures “ [24),' m line* 9 of clause; 2 'ey, thee feillow- 
ing be* substitute'el, viz., “(7) anel [24), resp«*(;ti ve'ly ”. 


The President said 

“ I think tliat amemeline'nt Ne>. 22 is conseque*ntial on ann'iielrnemt No. 20, 
fto it is no longe'r nece'ssary |o menu* it.” 

The motion was then eb*eme*el io have* be*(»n v\ iiliel rawn. 

The follejwing motion was by le*ave of the Presieb*nt withdrawn : — 

23. Fhe He>n’l)le Rai Raelha Pdiaran Pal Babaelur to move that at the; 
end of sub-clause.* [e) after the we>reis anel figures “ ddie ( Calcutta Municipal 
Act. 1899,” the words ” or in the neigh bourhooei tliercejf be; inserted. 

24. If mf)tions Nos. 15, 20. 22 and 23 w(3re not carrie*d, the* Ileai’bh) Rai 
Radha Charan Pal Bahadur was to have; movcel that the fedie^wing woids in 
lines 7, 8, 9 anel 10 of clause 2 [e) be omitted, viz., but does not include a 
stall let for the retail sale of ge>ods in a market as defined in B(;ction 3 [24) ejf 
the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1899.” 
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The President said 

“ Amendment No. 24 is now di 8 j) 08 e(l of by the decision of the Counci 
upon amendment No. 17. Amendment No. 25 deals with a question which if 
also raised in other amendments. It was first raised by amendment No. i 
in the agenda paper, and I told the Hon’ble Member in whose name th( 
amendmcmt stood that the appropriate place in which to move it would be ir 
resptict of the clause dealing with definitions. The same question of principh 
which is raised by amendment No. 25 is also raised by amendments 41 
and 164. If the word ‘ premises ’ or rather if the definition of the word 
‘ premises ’ is to be qualified in any of the ways suggested, the most 
appropriate pla(;e for that qualification to be made is now on this clause, and 
I propose, tht*refore, that the general discussion on th(^ question of qualifying 
the denfiition of the word ‘premises ’ should take pla(;e now. If the lloidblc 
Members desire that their diflt^rent proposals should b(; submitted l.o the 
Council separately, 1 will then jmt them befor(‘ the Council in the form of 
])rovi8os on the lines of amendment No. 25 as soon as the discussion on the 
general qu(.^stion is disposed of.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, I beg to withdraw this anumdinent ” (No. 25). 

1 ho fqllowiug motion was then by leave of the Piu^sident withdrawn : — 

25. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Pahadur to move tliat at 
tne end of clause 2 {e) the following be added, viz.— 

provided that the Act shall not apply to residential premises whose 
monthly gross rental value is Its. 150 and upwards and to a 
shop or to an office whose gross monthly rental value is Rs. 50 
and upwards 


The President said 

“ It is now open to the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray, if he desires 
to do so, to move the substance of amendment No. 2 but drafted in the form 
of a proviso on the lines of amendment No. 25.” 

Clause 1. 

2. The Hon’blo Babu Surendra Nath Ray moved that at the end oi 
clause 2{e) the following be added, viz. — 

“provided that the Act shall not apply to prmnises of which the 
monthly rent is or was less tlian Rs. 200 on the 1st of April, 
1916.” 


He said • — 

“My Lord, it is a fact and there is no use* denying it that in many 
instances there has been a very large increase of rent in Calcutta and this 
has caused great hardship on t,be poorer and middle class people and that there 
is justification for a measure which tends to give them some security or allay 
their apprehensions for the future till normal conditions ])rovail. I admit 
the right of Government to control i^ivate property at the expense of some 
and for the benefit of the many in case of necessity. 

When you are going to control private property it is essential that 
it should be done only for the benefit of the really needy and to meet 
cases of real hardship. The English law controlling rent of premises was a 
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w;ir inotiHuro ;ind nppiicd to piviuiBt'*R of an animal valuo of in ^ 191 o 

audit was only wiion the pound depreeiatoJ that the Aei- was niadi' applieahle 
in 1919 to pnMiiises of an annual value of Here in tlie pi(‘8tnit. A( t 

it is not proposed to place any limitation and the ri(‘ii, tin* poor and mitldlo 
class peoph* ar# heinj;^ trcsated all alik** for wlrch ihert* is no^ piect‘dent. 
When Clevernincnt controlled rice it did net eonirol tin* priet^ ol the finest 
class of table rice, the Dadkhani rna* or K nnini rice, but only t ln» Burma rice. 
Wlien tliti (]uc*stien (»f c*ontrol of (‘loth was discussed it was nevt*r |)rop(>sed that 
the pric(* of the Dacca muslin or the tint* silks or shawls or lln* tim'st class of 
brcKid cloth or furs, althou) 2 ;h some think thmn nec»*ssaries, also should be 
controlled, proposals oi the ( b>vt‘rnm<‘nt of I ndia lor cent rollinji; cloth 

only contemplated the production of a kind of V4‘ry coarse cloth nt‘ed('d for the 
very j)oor. If you are ^oing’ to cent rol hous(*“rent tMpiity (hnnamls that the 
power sliould b(‘ t^xm*cis(Ml only in cases wlnn'i* tluoa* is real hardship. 

People who want tt) liv(‘ in buildings for whitdi tin* city is known as 
the City of Palaces with double tennis (‘ourts and ^'rounds lor Inrbariiim 
and orchid liouse. in marbh* floors with spacious ilininjLT-room, drawing?- 
room and dressin^?-room with the latc'st kind of sanitary arrangements in a 
tashionabh* (piarter, with hot and cold water .arranL?cment s and aceomrno- 
dation fora lar^e numbiu* (»f stu’vants niusi pay lor t la s(' at the current 
market rate, 'They cannot exjiect th«‘ Lemslaluia* tt» ]».ass a law lor tlitdr 
Ixundit . 

1 t h(‘ri‘for(' move that, tin* provisions ol this Ibll sliould Im' applicable 
only in rt^spi^ct of premises having a rent of not mort' than Us. 2iK) 
p(‘r month on the 1st April, 1911). lor it is Irom this piM’md that the standaid 
rent will beixin. 1 think small hous(*s or Hats oeeiipied by middle, class 
Eiirop(‘aiis or by widl-to-do Indian jr.nit'emen eould be had on the Ist April. 
1911). fo ■ Us. »()(). ddiis will m(‘et, with tin*. iHM-essit i(‘S oi the present situa' 
troll. Why ^IkmiM laeh people take advanti^e ol lej.’aslat ion whi(‘h oii^ht to 
be int.fuided for t he poor. 

It has b(‘en said that you can iret better ae<n)mmo.iat.i( m in Dondon lor 
£70 per annum than you eaii in (’alcutta at the same priem I have no 
[lersonal knowl(*(l^t^ of condit ions ot life in London, but surely in l!Mf> people 
who paid Us. I^.^IOO for lamted nc('oiiimo<lat ion m (’alcutta f^ot bc'tl iu' aci'oin- 
iiKMiation t lian for £00 in London in 19L’). 

[The Council here adjourned for lunch.] 


[The Council re-assembied after lunch.] 

The President said 

“ Dot*s the Hoii’liU* M(Mnh<‘r in wh(»so name No. dl stands dciun* to 
8p(\ak on it 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said:— 

My Lord, I have an ami*n<liiient. No. 11. hut 1 vvfiuld like to Hj)<‘ak t)n 
th(^ principle of the amendinfuit of the Ilon’hle Balm Surmidra Nath Ray, 
reserving my right to reply on the amount of tlie annual value of the Iiouhi^ 
wliich sliould be protected.” 


The President said:— 

“ I might read the form of the amendment wliich I suggest the lTonM>le 
Member should move. If he accepts the proposal which I made before we 
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adjourned I would that hiR amendment should read in this way : 

‘ Prov'id(‘d that the Act shall apply only to premises of which the annua 
rateable value as it stood in the municipal assessment book on the first day u 
April, l9lJb does not excee*d Us. 2,700 h” 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said 

If your lordshi}) will give me leave, I would substitute the figures 
Hs. r>,r)()(» ior Rs. 2,700, so tiiat as it is of higher value, it might be brougle 
within the sco|)e of this Act, and so that the tenants who paid Ks. 500 i 
month on tin* 1st of April, 1919, might be protected under this Act. 

It is hardly necessary for m(‘ to ])()int out that in England the ininimunj 
annual value of houses which are protected by the restricting Act is £70. 
A hous(‘ wilh an annual value of £70 is not exactly the same as a house of 
an annual value of Rs. 700 here, d'he same kind of house hei'e would fetch a 
higlj(u* rent. 1 have no p(‘rsonal knowledg(‘, but others who have say that a 
hous(‘ yi(ddiiiga rental of £70 in London would fetch threes tirm‘s that rent lieno 
That would souK^thing like the annual value for which my Hon’ble friend 
Mr. Roy has been (‘ontending, but In^ told me this morning tliat the efihu;! of 
such an amendnauit would indi(aite racial leeling, as: the European i*esident 
genei'ally would be excluded from the operation of the Act. The Hon’ble 
Mr. Phelps also says tin* same. I would therefon* restrict ris(‘ in the rent of 
houses of an annual value of Rs. 5,500 which means a monthly rent of Rs. 500 
leiis 1-lOth })(‘r (amt. for the cost of repairs and then 1 do not think it could be 
said that the mov(*rs have be(m actuated by racial fe(ding. But if theia* is ground 
for such asus|)i(don — the mov(‘rs ladngall Indians, and no Europeans sujjporting 
tlnmi — I think tin* susj)icion would be renh)V(M] if ( Jov(‘rntnent were toacjcept my 
amendment. Tlu' English Act is an Act for preventing the incrivase of rent, of 
small lious(‘s. Tin* English Act does not give any reason why largiu* hoiisi^s 
an* t*X(mi[)ied, but, tin* llon’bh* M(mib(‘r-in-charge ow(‘s it to tlie (Council to 
say as to why in (hil(‘Utta wher(' tlu'rt^ is a mixed po})ulal ion, and wlnu'e the 
landlord eleiiumt, both in European and Indian (piarters, is hardly European, 
I think th<^ Ilon’l)le jMember owes a duty to the Council to explain why a 
wholesale coiuh'innation of h()usi>-owners is contemplated by this A(h. 
Government s(*(*ks to redress the distress of poor p(*ople. I^>ut that, is one 
thing, and to condemn the whole class of landlords is another. I think the 
reasoning for the wlndc^sale inclusion of all houses on the ground that pro- 
fiteering has to l)e check(*d is not exactly a sound one. You should have 
not only the id{*a of ch(‘CkiTjg profit(*ering, but also the alleviation of distress. 
As n^gards profite(*ring it has yet to be shown that houses fetching Rs. 50() 
on th(' 1st April, 1919, bear an increas(‘d r(*nt now on account of the pro- 
fiteering spirit of the owners. 1 do not think the Hon’ble Meird;er-in-charge 
lias oiled a singh* case of this description in his intr(»du(?tory s| eech. It is 
better to go on figures than upon feelings. One feels very much for tln^ 
tenant who hasge^t to go ouf, but have we got to protect all classes of tenants ? 
Has not the landlord of a tenant paying Rs. 2,000 , a month wh(‘n the l(>as(‘ 
expires at the end of :;,0 yc'ars the right to increase the rent if the old tenant is 
prepared to })ay him and remain ? I do not see where the injustice and hard- 
ship comes in. I know of a house in Chovvringhee occupied by a firm of well- 
known trad( 0 ’s for many years. After the passing of this Act, the landlord 
will b(' debarred from increasing the rent of that house. I know of another 
house m*ar tin* Museum which has changed hands for 5i lakhs, and the 
purchaser will now be debarred from enhancing the rent which was only 
Rs. 800 btdbn* when ^he tenant left, it is very hard on that landlord when 
he paid so much for that house. The injustice is not to the tenant, but to 
the landlord. It has been a puzzle to me that while in Great Britain the Act 
applies (jiily to small houses, why it should apply to all sorts of houses in 
Calcutta. If w'e are to copy legislation, why go to Rangoon, a city of wooden 
Ikjushs, and iK^t to England. If your lordship allows me to change tht 
figures in my amendment from Rs. 2,700 to Rs. 5,500 as the annual value 
then there would be no complaint of hardship.*’ 
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nie President said 

i “'i'he Hon’ble Member’s aiiiendniHat hhould now lx* considenxl in the 
flowing form : 

li, 

'I 'That at tln‘ end of clause 2(e) tlie following l)e added, viz. 

f ‘ Provided that the Act shall apply only to pn^misc^s of wliicli tlh‘ annual 
pteable value as it sto(Hl in tin' Municipal Assessnnmt lh)ok on the day 

It April, 11)111, does not exceed rupees live thousand and livt‘ hiindiaul.’ 


Iriie Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said 

My Lord, I mast lu'firtily (xnigrat ulat mv friends on the h'ft, and 
particularly 1 lit' Rai Ihihadur, for his frank ainl wholt'-hi'arl ed, ainl 1 may 
Bay, hont'st support of lainilortlism. Ilt^ is a landlord, and he is a loyal 
iaudhird. lie does his v't'ry b(*sf to lurthei* intt'ia'sls ol landloi'tlism 
perfectly unabashed, ddn're is n(»t a siugb' nott* (»f symjiilhy in all his 
amtunliinuils. with t'ltlier the poor t)r I In' tradt'sman. lb* says he does not 
anderstand trade', and I helito'e him. lit' says In' doi'S not uinh'rsland 
povt'rty, and I ludit'Vt' him. lie says In^ does not undt'rsi and , and lias no 
local knovvletlg(' of tilings and rt'iits in Knglainl, and conditions in Kimlaml, 
and I l:e]i(‘Vi' him. I can assure tint Hon’bh' geiith'inan that any Luropean 
who go(As lloiiie to Knglaini fiom Laleiitta, and in t ln^ coiirst' of t'ou vtu-sation 
happt'us to mention tln^ rt'iit In' is paying for his hoiistt in daleiitta is usually 
put down as a sltiry-teller. bhey will hardly belit'Vt' him. I havt' staui 
handkt'rchit'fs thrown up in the air as attest vvhetht'r tht'V should bohVvt' 
him or not. ( 'omparisons are (Mlious, and tht'y art' unrt'asona hit'. To eompan* 
houses in Knglaml in a t.mnperale tdimate with houst's in a tropical t dim di^ 
iimh'i’ tropicial eomlitioiis ol life is unr‘<*asonaldt' ami. il 1 niay say so witdiout 
oHeiice, di'void of knowledge. In Knglaml one couM live in comfort in rooms 
12 toll feet stiuai-e without any vtu-andalis, without many what we call neet'S- 
sarit's In rt', and luxuries th(M*e ; flit' t wo sets of conditions tlo not bear any rt'la- 
tion \\ liat t'ver I o one ariot Inu’ ; I hert'fore tln^ standard t)l I’t'iit treated with in the 
Englisli Act — £.‘15 raist'd t o £70 a year — should not bt^ m<*ntIoned by anybody 
who knows anything at all about it. 1 crave h'avt' of Your Kxeelleney to again 
correct my llon’bh* fritmd in his statement about tint asse'^snienl in t abuitta ; 

I took the libei’ty of ex])laining to my Hon’ble friend personally, but In* Would 
not take the correc'tion. lb* says the (’aleutta t ‘orjioi'at ion in ass(*ssing 
the valin* of houses allows ten per (‘ent. for repairs ; 1 exfilaiin'd in liim that 
they also allowed ten rxw e(*ni . for vacancy ; he said ‘ No no.’ but I i f'peal it and 
I know what I am talking about. I have made this my spi'eial study for years, 
und 1 say it is ten per cent, for vacancif^s and another ten per (rent, for n*pairH ; 
but wln?th(‘r in evi'ry (rase ten p<M- (remt. is tlnr standard for repairs, I do not know, 
end in many (rases, in n'cerit years, the ten p(*r ctmt. for va(ran(ries might very 
well hav(' bet^n omitted. However, that is the law. My Hon’lde friend instan(r(*d 
the cas(' of a well-known business house in Park Street. He says tlnr landlord 
thereafter tin* passing of the Act would only hr, able to charge t(*n p(*r (rent, 
more than the rent which he was gcHting on the Ist of April, 11)19, and he 
considered that a vi^r}^ great hardship on the part of tin* landlord. Then he 
went on to tell U8 of another hardship of a gentleman wlio paid 2^ lakhs 
for a house standing on grounds covering 14 (‘ottahs. That house nh(^d to 
fetch Rs. HOO a month, and the g(*ntleman takes it upon hiins(*lf to go and 
pay laklis of rupees for it. This property would in the ordinary course be 
only worth Rs. 2,4(),(K)(). but the gentleman goes and pays 5 lakhs for it, and 
my Hon’hle friend says that if this gentleman is not able to double his rent, 
how will le make it pay V Well, my Lord, this is the kind of thing that has 
been going on for the last two years in Calcutta, and that is the reason why 
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an ordinary person cannot get a house for an ordinary rent, or an ordinary 
price. I have no sympathy with a man who will go and deliberately give 
twice the value of the property in a boom, and hopes to get his money back 
out of the tenant. For these reasons, my Lord, I oppose the amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

“ My Lord, 1 did not originally intend to take part in the discussions to 
this amendrnenr, but T think it my duty to plai;e before the Council some 
errors into which lh(^ llon’ble Mr. Phelps has fallen. I think my Hon’ble 
fri(‘nd Kai D(d)(*ndcr (diunder Chose Bahadur is quite right because in Section 
151 of tlie (Calcutta Munici])al Act the percentage allowed is an allowance of 
ten per (amt. for the cost (d‘ repairs and for all other repairs necessai’y to 
maintain a building and not 20 per cent. 

'Fhen, my Lord, ther(^ is anoth(u* thing al>out which 1 should like to refer 
to shortly. 1 am not in favour of any differentiation between this class of 
tenants and tliat class of ronants. but at the same time, 1 feel that if persons 
in high position — jKU’sons lik(‘ the (diicd Justice, Judges of th(‘ High tjourt, 
Membi'rs of th(‘ Fxcamtive Council, meml)t‘rs of Hn^ (Hvil Service and big mer- 
chants — lind dilliculty in g(5tting accomnHjdation in that part of the town 
wluua^ th(\y wer(‘. accu^tomed to n^side, it is Ijecaiuse unlike Lcuidon when‘ 
shop-assistants do not aspire to live in Mayfair. A Furopean here, however 
humble his position, wants to liv(^ mucdi above his station, and what is the 
result? In that particular quartca* of th(‘ town wlnna^ 10 or 20 years ago a 
certain class of men used to reside, we find now shop-assistants on 2 to J 
hundred a month (n*owding thre(‘ to a room, and tlu^ result is t hat rents go 
higher. So it will not do iimrely to la^strict rent by ])assing an Act of t his 
kind, but it will also be necessary for the society to adjust its(df.” 


The Hon’bie Mr, Phelps said 

“ J ^m speaking not particularly about the Act, but 1 am quoting the 
procedure that is actually followed in the Corporation.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

“ My Lord, the amendment under consideratiem raises the fundamental 
question of principle as to whether tlnu'e should bo any differentiation at all 
or wliether all tenants, big or small, should be governed by the same 
provisions of the law. This is a point, my Lord, upon which there is a con- 
siderabh*. differemee of opinion, and at one rime 1 was inclined to be in favour 
of the view that there should be some differentiation. But after giving my 
best considi'ration to the (piestion and hearing all parties and arguments that 
can possibly be urged on either side, I have come to the comdusion that there 
should be no differentiation at all. Now, my Lord, what is the result (.)f a 
differentiati(m as proposed in this amendment? The result will be preferen- 
tial treatment meted out to the big landlords. What I mean is this: Big 
houses im^an necessarily big landlords. There is profiteering both in small 
and big landlords, and that is the assumption upon which we are proceeding. 
That being the position, the result of this differentiation wdll be this. While 
the small landlords will bo penalised the big landlords will go scot-free. 
That is an as|)oct of the matter which cannot be accepted. In other words it 
will be giving undue preference to the big landlords. Then there is another 
aspect which ought to be taken into consideration and it is this : A certain 
limit is proposed to be put. Now suf)pose that during the last year or the 
year before last a rapacious landlord managed anyhow to force up the rent 
higher 'than the proposed limit. In that particular case what will be the 
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result of this ameiulinont ? 'llie result will be putt ing a premium upon the 
rapaciousness of that particular landlord. l>et us consider that th<*re are two 
landlords, one of whom has managed anyhow to force up the rent higher and 
the other, who is a go<xl landlord, has not done it. If the principle of ditferen- 
tiation is accepted, the result will be that the man who did not force up the rent 
will be bound by the provisions of this Act, whereas the other landlord — the 
rapacious landlord who niaiiagtHl anyhow to force up tin* nmi — will not be so 
bound. So the result will b(‘ put ting a pnunium upon the rapacity of S(uue 
landlords. I have given my b(‘st (‘onsid(*ratiou to this matter, and lh(‘ »)nly 
argument that suggests to me in favour of this amendment is this. Well, we 
ir.ight h’ave the Lig peoph' alont': tln^y know how to take care (^f themselves, 
and it ma^’ l)e said — well, after all, in tlnur case it is a luxury to enjoy big 
houses, whi^rt^as in t he ease of small Puiants it is not a cast' of luxury but ii 
is a matttM* of neet^ssiry. It has betui stiggi'sted to mo by my llon’bh' fritmd to 
the right with wlium 1 di'^cussed the matttM* in tin* morning that sonit* 
may lind it n(*et'Ssary to givi' u]) lht*ir customary mode of living, to give up 
the houses which they used to oC(Mipy and to tak(‘ smaller house's. l)('ing 
unable or unwilling tt) pay higher r^ml. If that hapjKMis, the renuMly will he 
worse than the diseas(‘. Tlu* n‘al housing prohliun of (Jaleutt.a v\mII not Ix' 
solved and l)esi(l(‘s thm'e will he no ndief (UtluM* to t In* landlord or to the 
tenant. If tiu' higgr*!* hoiis<‘s are vacal(‘d and lln‘ stnaller om'S an^ oemipied, 
n(*ith('r will it h(‘ an eneroaehnumt upon the held of smalhu* tenaTits willnuit 
any relief to th(‘ landlords, ddnui, my Lord. tluMe is tin' other g^meral 

eonsid('ratioii tiiat law is not a rc^speettM* of persons. That is a princ iple 
which ought to l)i‘ ap[)lie(l not only in favour of small tetiants hut also in 

favour of hig t ('mints. As far as 1 know, thcri' is no ri'iit law umh'r the 

TransfiM* of !h’o)H‘rty A(;t or tin' (’ontraid, A(U. or the 1 Vt'sidi'iie.y Snuill Caiisi' 
C/OUrt Act which maki^s iiuy distim'tion betweiui hig tiuiants and small 

tenants. L('t us just takt* t he j>artieiilar cas(^ whii'h was statixi hy the 
llon’hh' Maharajadhira ja Bahadur of Biirdwan in his introductory speech 

wherein' said that in oin* (!as(' the n'lit of (un'liousi* was raised from Ks. 750 

to Rs. Lh7f)0. Now. my Lord, the man in occupation of that hous(' may hi* a 

rich man. hut none tin* h'ss it cannot Ix' said that it was not a case of ri’ul 

liardship. 

For all these reasons I (%'innot support this ainiMidment.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said 

My Lord, I oppose, this amiMnlment on <lie ground that underlies it or 
rather tliat seems l.o underlio it, that is. Hit* differentiation hetwoeii the 
Euro])eans and tin* Indians. My Hon’bh* friend seem'- to think tliat heeause 
the Europeans are earning more tliey ought to pny more for tin* liousi'-rent. 
1 may bi* wrong to think that this is liis int(‘ntion, hut that is what struck 
iniv. Secondly, I o[)})Ose this amendnn'iit beeaust' my frii'nd is inelinixl to think 
that a big housr* means a big ti*nant . My friend forgi*tH that for want of 
accommiKlation in Calcutta jx-ople (;luh together and some four or fivi* persons 
take a hig house, each of tfiem paying [icrhaps less than Rs. 20^) a month. 
Thcrefone if this amendment is earrii^L what wull hapfxm is thin : P(»rKonM 
who have the gcod sensi^ of cluhhing together in one liousi' will lx- punished, 
having to pay more rent. We all know that it is very difficult to g(4, houses 
in smaller fiats as one can get in England. Perhaps in England you w\\\ 
get 4 or 5-roomed flats, hut hero you cannot get thin sort of accommodation 
for say Us. 175 or Ks. 200 a month. For these reasons I oppose this 
amend ment.’ 


The Hofl’ble Rai Radba Charaa Pal Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, with reference to the observations of the Hon’ble Mr. Phelps, 
I think I may state it for his information that he is not quite correct 
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in hie etatement that 20 per cent, is allowed on account of repaire and 
vacancies. As a matter of fact 10 pt;r cent, is ordinarily allowed and where 
there are several tenants livinj.^ separately another 10 per cent, is given, but 
in cases where there is more than one tenani, another 10 per cent, 
is allowed at the discretion of the Deputy Chairman or the Vice-Chairman, 
hut the ordinary law is 10 per cent. 

With regard to the argument of the Hon’bhr Mr. Ashraf Ali, I think 
I am corr(^ct in stating that a house which is l(*t out to several tenants and 
winch yiidils a total rent of Hs. 200 a month will Ik^ protected even if this 
aimmdment is acct^pted. My frieiid must not forget that ‘ premises ’ means 
not the wliole premises hut part of premises which is let out to tenants. 

As regards Ks. 500, I do not want to say anything further because after all 
the matter lias been fully discussed, and it is quite immaterial, so far as I am 
concerned, whether it is Ks. 500 or Hs. 200. My own view is that it would have 
been better if legislation had been undertakmi on the linos of the English 
Act, but as there sciiuns to be. an inifiression that 1 hav(‘ made*, the sugg(>stion 
with the intention of excluding the Europeans — which is furih<‘Si from my 
mind — I have simply stated what my viiuvs are. What 1 am rather 
surprised to hear is that the condition of things is so different lierc' from 
those which prevail in London, that a tenant, paying £70 per annum in 
England cannot be assumed to be on tl.(‘ same basis as a tenant paying Ks. 200 
or Rs. 500 a month here.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray said 

“ My Lord, this is one of a series of anumduKmts which projiosi' to limit 
the opiu’ation of tli ‘ Bill to hous(‘S b(*aring comparatively low rentals. I am 
free to admit that there is considerable forei' in tin* (lonttuition that legislation 
should protect only persons of mon* or less limit(‘d means. Those who live in 
high style are no doubt equally tlu^ victims of rack-renting ; but in their 

case tln‘re is an ample margin for economy. Tluoa* is. howen^tu’, another 

asjiect of th“ (;ase which stnuiis to go against the amendment. 

The other day my ilon’ble friend Kai Radha (diaran Pal Bahadur divided 
the landlords into two classes — llrst, those who drive in motor-(;ars, and 
S(H*ond, those whose circumstances do not pm-niit thmn to travel ex(;(‘j)t. in 
tram ciai'S. As an illustration of the latter class he drew a very moving 

picture of the i»oor wddow and tht^ orphan having to depend upon a slender 

inconu' from house-rent for their meagre subsistenec^ May 1 ask, in the 
inttu’est of which of tht^ two classes are these amendments proposed ? Are 
they calculat{‘d lo help the indigent widow and orphan among the landlords? 
Certainly not. For they will be precluded by this Hn‘.asure from adding to 
their modest income 'from house-rent beyond a certain limit, while the 
motoring landlord, who owns the larg(^r houses, will have no bounds to his 
rack-renting amliition. 

If we are to accept this amendment, 1 do not know, my Lord, how to 
avoid the comment that will certainly be inade that this Council has yielded 
to the opposition of the high and mighty landlords, and has ignored the 
interests of the less exalted house-owner. If we have to be obnoxious to 
the landlords, let us have the courage and fairness to be uniformly obnoxious 
to the entire class — motorists and non-motorists alike.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwao said:— 

“ ijy Lord, I suspected when the amendment was being moved that a 
certain amount of discussion would be brought forward regarding the style 
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of livingr, but I am glad to find that, with tlu» oxceptiori ot one or t wo apt'akers, 
thia baa been more or leas avoided, althou^^li I must say that the first speaker, 
the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Roy. rather had his hits in a distinctly 
veiled manner, insiiuiating that those who could nffoni tennis courts and 
other luxuries should not be protected. My Lord, we are not here to discuss 
those ihat pnder t iie simph' mode of liviui; or those I hat prefer motor-cars 
or tennis courts. What vvt' art‘ coneernt'd with is tin* prineiph* und(‘rlyiniT 
the Hill. Iti the very beginning whtm the Hon'lile Maulvi FazUul-Haci 
wanted to make a change in the preamble 1 said on behalf of (iov(*rnment 
that we could not devialt* from that principle. I of coursi* must couL'ss that 
my brain has been more bewikbu-ed than my t>yes used to be jiaim^d wlum 1 
used to go to a cinema show — in the days whtm it was not so p(n*rect as it is 
perhaps to-da\ — in the way in whicli Rai Didurndm’ (thunder (ihose Bahadur 
went from one subject toanotlun*. lie went on with the (jU("Stion of linking 
f)Ut punishment to booming landlords and then he jumped on at oiict? to the 
qut‘Htion of giving ])rotectioii to tiic rich. I really could not follow whet her 
ho was advocating the proLe(;tion of the poor or t 1 h‘ riidi. To my thinking he 
is not only adven^ating the p’oU'etion of t ln‘ rieh but be is advocating in this 
Council that om* section of the rich sbonld ebasi* ont anothm* st*ctit)n 
of tlu' ri(‘h or thos(‘ who can pay. I think it must bf^ apparent to tliis 
Council that what wc are really conem ned with is as to wln'ther I lu^ 
principh‘ of ]>rofit (Bering or rack-renting is right or wrong. We sny it is wrong 
and wi* want it rec^titied and to reetdy tin* p<‘o])l(* who in tln‘ir Inst and 
eager (h'sirt* makt* more money than they ought to maki*. 'fliis Bill is 
a (‘orrective measun*. it is not a iin^asure to (‘iieoiiragt* a ])arti(Hdar smHion 
of the landlords. As tin* Ilon’bh* Babu Akhil Chandra Datt.ain his vi'ry 
forcible speech has pointed out , we shall Ik^ depriving tin* ])(M)rer landlords 
by atVor<ling sueb a prottction to those who can well tirolect I hemstd vi‘h 
M y Lord. I think it is perf«'etly chaar to this Council that ])i‘ofccti(m is Indng 
ask(el not bt'cause those* for whom prote*ction is b)*lng uskt*<l are poor but 
bi‘cause‘ tht\v are ricdi and th(‘y want to liave t In* up|M*r-hand on a class of 
people* who can atford large*r Inaises. I ibink it sliows a ve‘ry re*grcttable5 
pegty-minele*dneKS apart from tin* epn‘Stion e)f princi])l(e But it is on the 
qut*Htioii of principle* that 1 e)p))e)se* and strongly ejppose tb(*s(' amennlme*nts.’ 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“My Lord, it is well known that in Kiiglanel the Ae;t of 191,5 and the 
subsequemt ame*neling Act eif 1919 w(u*e* war meuisur(*H. It was only in 
Bombay that for t he* first time* we* hnel that no limitation was put to tln^ vaimt 
of hoKlings, but in Knglainl it was first ap[)licable* to holdings having a net 
municipal value* of £.‘15 ana th(*n it was raised to £70. The^ conditions of 
Bombay are^ quite* ellfre*rent freim tliose* e>f Calcutta, anel I think for that reason 
no limitation was put in tin* Bombay A(;t. If Calcutta is a city of palact^s 
Bombay is a city of liot(*ls, Tlnese* who have beem to Bombay will 
prediably corroborate me in saying that there are very few residential houses 
in Bombay. It is a place full of hoteds and it is only in the Malabar Hills 
that th(*re an? a f<‘w respectable resielential houses. Moreover, w’he‘n the Act 
was passed in Bombay no *acce)mm(xlation conlel be had eith(*r for love or 
money there. That was a plaire whence ja^ople left for Mesopotamia, France, 
England and all other places and tlui war materials were collected there. 
Soldiers were also housed there and so it was necessary to put some sort of 
restriction on the rapacity of the landlords. TheTofore there could be no 
differentiation between large and small holdings in Bombay. But in Calcutta 
where you have got not only palaces but also resf)ecrable buildings for the 
middle class European gentlemen and respectable Indian gentlemen and 
where you have got separate quarters for Europeans and Indians. 1 think 
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there ought to be some sort of differentiation. My Hon’ble friend Rz 
Debender Cfiunder Qhose Bahadur has said that the annual value of a holdin 
in England which is worth £70 per annum would be worth about Rs. 20 
per mensem here. I liave put the figure at Rs. 200, but I am quite prepared t 
change it to Rs. 2,700 per annum. But 1 am not prepared to accept Ri 
Debender Ghunder Ghose Bahadur’s amendment that it ought to be raised t 
Rs. 500, for how many people I should like to know live in houses or flat 
worth Rs. 500? As a matter of fact ] know from my personal experienc 
that even gentlemen who have got an income of Rs. 4,000 do not even pay s 
high a rent. 1 know one Judg(^ of the Calcutta High Court pays Rs. 400 
month as house rent. As regards the members of the Executive Council, 
do not think any of them pa^^ more than Rs. 500. 

Mr. Ph(*lps has said that 20 p(>r cent, is allowed for repairs and I ina 
state for liis information that not 20 but JO per cent, is ordinarily allowed fo 
rc^pairs. If he goes through the bills of such respectable contractors ai 
M ackintosh Burn & Co. he will find that 10 pcT cent, is not generally (fluirgec 
by them — they (diarg<^ 15 to 20 p(*r cent. — and those who live in houses wort 
Rs. 500 must hav(^ their houses repaired by Mac!kintosh Burn or Martin & C( 

W’hen J put down the figur(‘s J did not make any distinction betwee 
Europeans and Indians. In fact. 1 stated that iniddh^ class iMiglish 
men and well-to-do Indians who used to ])ny Rs. 200 amonlh on the is 
April, 1016, should be pror,ect(Ml by the A(‘t. d’iie Ilon’bh' Momb(‘T-in-charg 
had stated that we must base our law on principh‘ only, irrespective of th 
question of ricdi and poor. My (contention is : prot(*ct them who an^ in need c 
protection, rich or poor. The Ih-esichmt of the (diamlxn- of Commerce wa 
the President of the House Rent (Jommittee. He did not want })rot(H‘lion 
that was mnun* his suggestion, ddie Hon’ble Raja I Irishikt'sh Laha wh 
was a nienib(*r of the Committ^^e neviu' wanted pi*oti‘ction. Even th(‘ Hon bl 
Mr. Phelps in his note of dissent did not ask for protection. If these are facti- 
th(UJ why give protecti(m to lhos(5 who don’t want ])r()tection and wlio ca; 
afford to pay high rents? J can cite some facts in support of my contenrioi 
but as f hey .are'of a persona] nat lire, 1 refrain from mentioning tlnmi. Indcuu] 
people who used to pay Rs. 500 before can now easily pay Rs. 800. This i 
all I have got to say.’’ 

The motion was then put and lost. 

Motion No. 41 as amended was then put and lost. 

26. The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq moved that for clans 

2 (/) (i) the following be substituted, viz: — 

‘‘ (i) the rent at which the premises were let on or before the firs 
day of April, 1916, with such addition to this rent, not exceed 
ing twenty per cent., as the Controller may deem reasonabl 
and proper.” 

He said : — 

“My Lord, this amendment to my mind raises a point of the most vita 
importance to the entire tenant population of Calcutta. I go so far as to sa; 
that in case the Bill is not amencled somewhat on the lines which I hayi 
ventured to suggest, we had better have nothing to do with a piece of legis 
lation which comes to us in the guise of a ministering angel but is in realit; 
a most insidious foe. My Lord, it is proposed that for tho purposes o 
standard rent we should look to the rent as it existed (m the 1st April, 1919 
But what are the facts ? It is notorious that for some time past rack-rentini 
had been going on at such an exorbitant rate that about the Ist April, 1919 
it had reached its climax, and 1 think it will not be very far from the trutl 
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kvhuii 1 say tlial ihu very ovmI whioh lliiH AVt prbpot^os to reiiiody luul In'en 
ionbUiiiiiKiUnl by about that liato. I c’ouiil nor colloot, for a v'ory lartje 

irea ol t liis but 1 have pot tipirta^s for eortuiii houses iu*at about tire 

Kuphbourhood of wluu-e I liv(‘ — 'ruruer Str^c't/. Marsdeu Stret^t, Sti*eet 

ioyd Street, etc. — and 1 tind that in about 191(> the rtuits bt‘^aii to rise and 
aking ail aviu'ape of all thi^ houst^s, I jxn the rist'tfciwn lo' 6 [)er e(>nt'. Ih 
11)17 the averapt^ was 17 }um* eont.. in IDIS the average Work's'll (»iit; to stnne- 
hing likt^ 80 per ctMil. and in IDID the avt‘raje was well (Wt'V 418 pur cunt, 
am of eour’se speaking of the average. In certain particular cam‘s it? wau 
)0 per cent, or mon‘. My Lord, if you lake that as the basis, then whatt wo' 
LCtually do is to give tin* landlords who liad bcmi (*njoying all these piolits 
>1 raek-i*enting for tin* last four years, an excess of 10 p(‘r cent, of ibt' ri'ut 
^ liicli had already been in i*xct*ss befon*. W ouhl the Ilon'ble Meinber-in- 
diarge of tin* Hill support a proposition which instead of providing any 
cintMly to the it‘nant really makes his position much worse than at pr(*Hcnt. 
L()u allow him tin* rent jiaid on tin* Isi April, 1919. when, as 1 have said, 
irotiteering had already reached its climax, and after having doin' that you 
pv(* him an incr(*as(* ol lOpi'rcent. 'rin*r(*fon*, 1 res)H‘i*tfully submit that 
his suggestion is so monstrous that we tenants can never accept it. 1 inUHt 
trongly oppose it. I have suggested that the nuit paid in 191t> shoilhl la* 

aken «as t he basis. I know' tlu'n* aie many landlords who have no; incrcas(*d 
Indr rent s ioi- Some tinu*. Intln^se cases, tin* (k>ntrolh‘r should be jiutho- 
ized to allow him an iucia*aHe of not inon* than 20 jier c(*nt., or as he de(‘inH 
It and proper. Instead of tying tile liainls ol the t’ontrolh*r, wi* should leav(' 

I to his diseretion as lo what t in* incri‘aHi‘ should In- in order to make it fair 
nd e(]uitable both to tin* landlord and the tenant. 1 ha\e t ritul to make my 
uggestion as elastic as possibh*. I hav»* not attenipti*d to put dow’u any 
ard-and-last rule, 'riii're is. I sulunii, a strong ease to take* the rent of 
91(i in?>t(‘ad oT 1 9 li) as t lie basis foi* calculating the stainlard rent, and in 
r<b‘r to alVortl some sort of relief to the landlords who have not raised 
lu'ir rents. I iiavi* suggested an inert'ase of 20 per e(‘nl. 1 l)i*lieve that tliis 
a suggestion which should be aeceptal le to tin* landlords and not work 
arshly on t(‘nanls. 


he Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur cf Burdwan said:— 

“My Lor<l, in principle, as reganls allowing the lainllord a c(*rlain 
erceiitage of inereast* there is not nnich dillen'in-e lu^tween the llon’bhi 
Ir. Haij ami the ( « ()vi*rnment because ealmilating from April, 1919, w^• have 
Howe 1 10 ])er cent. If thi* (lovernnieiit had found that prolitcmung to 

hat (‘xtenl vvhieli was found to Ixi the (’ase^ in 1919 had taken place in 1916 
T)d since then, then this proposal w'ould e(‘riainly Inivt* been (piiti^ fair, 
lecause as it is tlni*e years wa* are making it 10 per ciujl. ; if it were six years, 
t would have been 20 jier cent, as proposed by tin; llon’ble Maulvi Salrib. 
n practice it would have meant 10 per oaut. if jirofiteering had takmi phict) 
o that extent in 1916; but the main point whicli tin*. (jov(*rnmeul had to 
oiisider in tixing tin* date was whether profiteering was really so general 
11 1916 a*^ to just ify our putting back tin*, date to 1!)16. I am personally not 
.wan* of soiin* of tin* instances which the Hon’bh^ Maulvi Sahib has ipioted 
<*gn‘ding 'rurner Si reel. Hoyd Street, etc., but wi* know for a laet that 
irotiteering really began towards the second half of 1918 ; th(*re wen^ 
iraetieally no cases in the b(*ginning of 1918 ; it really Ix'gan in tin*, second 
lalf of 1918, and it wa.s in the first half of 1919 that tilings reached the 
limax. It is t in*n*i’ore n(»t a (jiiestion as to whether tin* Government is tn»t 
>re()are<l to j)Ui back the dalt* to 1916, in favour of the landlords. In 
egislation of this kind Government has got to be fair, and Government dcH,»H 
lOt consider that it would be fair to put the <late back to 1916. Kvidently 
he HonMile Member has acceptcMi the principle ol a certain amount of 

6 
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iiKJi'cinoiit U) 1 ) 1 * to tin* lainllord, and that is quite eorrect Ix^caii^e 

1 l)eli(*V(^ tli(* Calcutta (Jorporation in c ileulating their asH(?sHment generally 
(nilciilate a b per cent. inereas(\ If that l)e so, it will he se(;n tliat a 10 per 
(^ent. increase for 8 years to which we are going to restrict it, is really 
less than what the (Calcutta (h)rporation’s calculations coint* up to in three 
years. Therefore, taking ev(‘ry side of the (pK'stiori into eonsid(*ratiori 
I, whilst agr(*(iing that Government are fully justified in curbing th(^ passion 
for higli rents tliat some landlords indulge in, do not tliink it would be at 
all justified in })Utting it hack to a fictitious date like 1916. For these 
reasons, fny Lord, 1 am sorry I have to oppose this motion.” 


The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said 

“ My Lord. 1 am sorry I am not convinct‘d hy the Govinmment reply. The 
Hon ’hie Member* in-cliarge has said that the* principal qin^stion to lx* considered 
is whether profit(Xiring had hex^ome g(Uieral or not. 1 admit that it had not 
becoiiKi general in 1916. Idiat was only tin* beginning. Pt‘oph‘ had<jit!^l' 
h(‘gan to r('aliz(‘ what a nice game it was to ])lay. It heenme worse in 1917, 
it hecaiiKi notorious in 1918 and it nxiched its (dimax in 1919. ddie Hon’hh* 
Memlxu* has himself admittixl that jt was very brisk in tin* second ])art of 
li)l8. Wliat did the landlords doafter that ? Did th(‘yhold tindr iiands in 
1919? 1 ndeed, it i’(‘ached its (dimax in that year. So that if you tak(' tin* 
rent of 1 91 9 as tlie basis, you give tin* landlords something men* than he 
bargained for. That is wliat I obj(*ct to. It has Ixxn said that 1 objt^el to 
i\w incrinnnt given to tlu* landlords. I do obj(‘ct to that. If you tak(* liU9 
as th(^ basis thtn 1 do (jertainly obj(‘cl to any furthn* increment givin to t hc^ 
landlords. Th(‘y hav(^ had emough alrea !y. If I accept tin* principle of 
increnxmt it is ordy unch'rtln* particular cnnimst inci's that tin* rmit of 1916 
is taken as the basis but not otherwisi*. As at. pr(*s(*nt advistxl. 1 would ])ress 
the aiiHuidment . ” 

TIk^ motion was then put and lost. 

27. Th(‘ llon’bh' Mr. Fhelt)s moved that the words “ with tin* addi- 
tion in either case of ten per cent, on such rent at the end of clause 2 (/) (?) 
be omitted. 


lie said : — 

” My Lord, we have n^ached a somewhat somnolent condition this after- 
noon, but ] liop(‘ J shall he listened to with some patienee. I move this amend- 
ment heeausi* tin' rise* in rents commenctxl in 1917, and hy 1918 I was led to 
call puhlie attention to tluMiiatter in t he (yor|)orati()n. I was luU sinx.-^ssful 
in inducing tlu‘ (\)rporation to regard the matter with any seriousness, hut 
by t!ie y(‘ar 19ii> tlit' ris(*. in rents had beeome a public scandal. The Govern- 
ment howev(‘r, taking all things into consideration in drafting this Bill and 
wishing to hold i In^ balance fairly between landlord and tenant, fixed April 
1919 as the date* of the standard rent. Although many peoj It* tbouglit that 
April 1918 would hav(' hecu Ixdter and faiia'r, I for my part was willing to 
waive the point. Tlu' Stdect Committei*, h(^vv(‘vei*, hav(‘ seen fit to go one 
better, and have actually allowed a 10 per cent, rise on the rates paid in 1919. 
We owe that, I suppose, to the landlord inteivst in the Select Committee as 
repr(*sented hy my redouhtahle friends to my left. I submit, my Lord, and 
I appeal to the Hon’l)le Member-in-charge of tdic Bill, for support, that the 
allowance of 10 per ctmt. over and above the rales obtaining on the 1st April. 
1919, is not reasonable. Hundreds of respectabbi people who are now 
struggling witJi tindr family expenses, will receive no relief whatever, and 
we must not forget that the primary object of the Bill is to give these people 
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relief. I ftliall qut>te some figureB, not my own, l)ut ficfuies collected by the 
Rent Ooininitter — the famous Rent Committee of which I was a nicinl>er — to 
show tli(' difference between the renrs of 1919 and of 1918. 'bhi'y will show 
that the rents of 1919 w(*re much a<ivanceil to those of lit 18. and ou^ht in all 
conscience to Oe deemed adiMjuate without the ad<litionaI burden of another 
10 per cent. In this matter, I n‘present not only myself and my own 
interests, liut I ivpn^sent hun*lr(‘ds of persons who have apt'K^abnl to me. 
many of them pm*sonally. and many of them through tladr vari(»us a^muui's. 
1 have h<MV tliree or four piU.itions i?nploring me to movt‘ in the matter. In 
order to subsl ant iat (% my Lord, what I have said and what I havt' urp‘d in 
the matt(‘r ol the ineroast^ of rents in 1919 and tliat of 1918, I will quott' from 
statistics collected and collattMl by tlH‘ Rtmts (a)mmi!tec, l)Ul which wtua* 
never i ubilshed, and hav(' never st‘en dayli|[rht befon\ llt‘rt‘ I havt* 10 or 12 
slnicls. th(* (inures of one column of which shows the percentajjjt' of increast* of 
rents in 1!)19 ovtn' 1918. 1 fam\v, my Lonl. these figures will btMin (‘yt*- 
oj>ener. Tin* first on the list is an iticrease of 142 percent. 1 will read tln*ni 
as they occur : 142, ptT cent., 188. 25. 100, 26, 40, 60. 122, 28, 85, 55, 28, 82, 
114, 1/0; tlu‘Se ariMjot my figures, my Lord, they were /‘olh'ct(*d by tlu^ Rents 
Committee; i.hen it‘ff(>eson, 8())'(‘r e/mt.. 150. 60*. 70, 28, 40, 80, 8(), 88, 95. 16, 
7, 27, 18. 88, 22, 10, 9, 21^. 'rht‘So (inures show the in(‘r(‘as(‘ in 191!) over 
that of l!)18 ; 52, 10, 18, I 2i 18, 15. 16, 14. 20, 14, 28. 8, 10, 18, 18. 68, 100, 
22, 85, 22. 7. 6, 6, 18, 12, 20, 10. 80. 12. 15, 85, 14, 9, 18, II, 17, 12, II, 28, 
80, 40, 10,88, 12, 20, 22, 80, 22, 25, 25, 11. 16, 87. 22, 7, 15, I8j, 10. 

I think, my Lord, this is sulfied/mt to show that the ris(* b<*|rinning in 1!)19 
ovt^r that of 1918 is, to |iut it mildly, somewhat (‘Xl rava^ant. I am an 
owner of )'r()p(‘rty myself ; I have seven P'nants, and have not rais(‘d my 
rents sine/* 1909; still tin* prf)p(‘rly pays. It has h(*/m piayin^ so W(>ll, that 
I liav(‘ heen offer/'d a handsome pr/*rnium, to part with it. The r/mfs are so 
r(*as()nab]c that two of my t(*nants hav/* raised llieir rents voluntarily as a 
(‘om[)linu‘nt to my hoii(*siy, 

I shouhi !ik/‘ llon’ble members to understaml that th(*se ar/? /)fficial 
(inures collected bv t li(* Rents Coinmitt/^t*. tin* Qovcrnm/*nt R(‘nts (’ommitt/H*, 
the faiiioiiK lu'iil.s ( '( iiinnitl cc. and I would ask pr'rniiHKjoii, my Lfual. t() juil 
t.lu'Se liifiircs in, to po down in t he rccordH of tlioso prf)',-cc‘diiiyK.” 


The President said:— 

'■ I <lo noi. tlii)d< it would lit' III ordor for tlio Hon bli' Mcnilicr l,o )ini any 
st,al.i‘inont in t lie ofliinal icoords of I, ins (’onni'il wliioli liuvo iioi. liooii iiiadt* 
pulillc in tlic conrsi' of our firococdintjs. Any fitrnres wliich he lias ijnotod 
will appear in the record, lint it will not lie in order to reeord in our jiro- 
ceedings figures which he has not atlducinl in the course of his H|xn!ch.” 


The Hon ’hie Mr. Phelps said : — 

‘‘That will answer my purpose, my Lord, if the. reporters have heen kind 
enough to take down the tigures. It only remains for me to say that the fact 
was endorsed tliat very few complaints were received hy the Rinits Commitloo 
from the public of Calcutta. Time after time people have come forward 
privately to me and given me information like thin, hut warning me not to 
publish their names. 

I appeal to the Hon’ble Member-in-charge, and to Your Excellency on 
behalf of the public, to reconsider the decision and support the amendment. 
A man came to me last night, but he urged me for gotjdness’ sabt to regard 
the matter as confidential. I appeal to the Hon’ble Member-in-charge 

6a 
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earnently on behalf of the public to reconsider his decision to support the 
pro(!eeding8 of the Select Committee. 1 think, my Lord, 1 have shown some 
reasons for my contention. I was half inclined to support my friend the 
Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq’s amendment, but I desire to be perfectly fair 
to the landlords as well as to the tenants, and 1 do not wish to say or do 
anything that will lead anybody whatever to suppose that I am inimical to 
the lantllords.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said \— 

‘‘ My Lord, I beg to support the amendment. 1 do not endorsf? all the 
obs(‘rvation8 whi(d) have been made by the Hon’ble Mr. Phelps. I do think 
that when the Scle<it Committee coneed(‘d an additional percentage of 10 per 
cent, it was moved on various considerations. We must say tliat iimh^r tin* 
influimce, of nobody did the Select Committee make the suggc'.stion and the 
Hon’ble Mr. Plielps might liave considered that the advantag<‘Ous stat(‘ment 
in that section was due to other causes. But it is a matter for the considera- 
tion of the (h)uncil whether 10 per cent, should be considen^d as an addition 
over the year 1011). My own view is that if this had been caleulat<‘d (jii th(‘ 
basis of the yc^ar 1916 it would have been sufficient for the purpose. If it be 
argued that th(‘re was profiteering in the year H)l!) the additional p(n’c(n}iag(' 
might be consideiaMl as something unfair. If at the very l)eginning (1916) 
there were signs of profiteering then 1 sul^mit the additional } ( reenlage might 
be allowt^d, but to admit it in the sanu' bn^ath that tlno'e was pr()fit(‘('ring in 
th(^ year 1916 and at the sanu^ time to incn^ase it by anollnn- 10 ))er cent, is 
not a correct view of the matt(‘r. Therefore my resp)ectrnl submission is to 
consider wliether that percentag(^ is to be l)ased on tin' year 1919 or the yc^ar 
1916.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

‘‘ My Lord. Government have very carefully considered this qut^stion of 
giving an additional 10 per cent, on the standard rent, and I may say that 
there is a certain amount of justification for those who desire to press that 
profiteering l)egan in 1918. But with regard to the principh^ of allowing 10 
per cent, on the standard rent, 1 think it must be admitted that when wt^ 
going to restrict any increase in rent we must take into consideration man y 
side of the question. 1 believe that it will be admirt(‘d, as I said wiien 
presenting tin' n'port of the Select Committee, that there' were (!(‘rtain 
reasons for which a landlord could justly claim a certain amount of inma'asi'- 
on what we may fix as the standard rent. Government considered this matter 
carefully and in Seh^ct Committee agreed to this iO per cent, on the under- 
standing tliat those who pressed for a fancy 25 or 60 per cent, would not 
press that matter further in Council. 1 shall probably have to say something 
in case this amendment were thrown out with regard to Mr. Phelps’ next 
proposal, and on that 1 might be prepareii to concede something on behalf of 
Government, but on the present proposal, I am sorry 1 am unabh', to accept 
this amendnnvnt. I think that taking everything into consideration, it is only 
fair that the landlord should get ^ certain percentage over the standard rent.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said;— 

“My Lord, I only bow to the dictum of the Hon’ble Member-in-charge 
I have to say no more than what I have already said, but I gather from his 
remarks that this 10 per cent, rise was a sort of sop to some of the members 
of the Select Committee who were pressing for fancy percentages. My Lord, 
I ask for .a division.” 
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The motion being put, a division was taken with the following result : — 


Aniendfiient No. 27 was then put and a division was laktui with the 
following result : — 


A yrs — 7. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahfinlra ()liaii<Jra 
Mitm Bahadur. 

„ „ Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, 

C.I.E. 

„ „ Mr. Arun Chandra Siii^ha. 

„ ,, Muulvi A, K. Fai:i‘ul-Haq. 

„ „ Babii Kiahori Motiaii Chau- 

diiuri. 

„ ,, Babu Akhil (Uiandra Datta. 

„ Mr. W. H. Plud})8. 


\(fes — -? 7 . 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, 

C.S.J. 

„ „ Mr. ,1. <r. C 11 mining?, C.S.I., 

C.I.E. 

„ ,, Sir Bijay Ohand Mahtab, 

K.C.S.I., K.C.I E., I.O.M., 

Maharajadhirnja I'ahadtir 
of Bnrd^^ilIl. 

,, ., Ml. H. L. Stephenson, C.s.l., 

C.I.E. 

,, „ Mr. W. W. Horne]!, C.I.E. 

,, ,, Sir d. Slevenson-Mt>or *. 






ft 

ft 
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t* 

»t 
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K.C.I. K.. C.V.O. 

Mr. S. \\\ (ioiide. 

Khan Bahadur Maiilvi Ami.i- 
ul-Irtiarn. 

Mujor-(4oneral W. H. I’. 

U dnurton, C.H., i.M.s. 

.Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

Mr. (lurner. 

Mr. L. S. 8. O’Malley, C.I.E. 
Mr. McAlpin. 

Mr. A. Marr. 

Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, C.I.E. 
Mr. G. N. Roy. 

Mr. H. M. Watson Siuytli. 
Kumar Shib SlndvIiareRW ar 
Ray. 

Babu Biojendra Ki»hor Ray 
< haudhiiri. 

Raja HriHhike«h La ha, C.l.K. 
Sir Nilralan Sarkar, Kt. 

Babu Surendra Natli Ray. 

]’. C. Mi tier, C.I.E. 

Hui Debender Chunder 
GhoHo Bahadur. 

Rai Ra<lba Charan Pal 
Bahadur. 

Babu Sarat (’hainlra (Aiakra- 
butty. 

Babu Sib Narayan Mukherji 


Following Monibors abstained from voting 
The Ilon’bh' Mr. Ashrnf Ali Khan (Hiandhuri. 

,, ,, Uabu Hhabcndra (yhandra Ray. 

The following nuunbers were absent : — 

The Hon’bb^ Mr. K. B. Dntt. 

,, Babu Maheiiflra Nath Hay. c.i.k. 

,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, Kai Sri Nath Hay 1 Bahadur. 

Mr. Aniinur Hahman. 

,, ,. Mr. Bindley. 

,, Dr. Abdulla-iil-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

,, ,, Manlvi Abul Kasem. 

,, ,, Nawab Baiiatlur of Miirshidabad, Amir-ul -Oinrah. 

K.C.S.I., K. C.V.O. 

„ ,, Sir Doha Prasad Sarliadhikari, Kt.,(m.e. 

,, ,, Sir Hajendra Nath Mukherji. k.c.i.e. 

„ „ Mr. G. A. Bayley. 

„ ,, Mr. W. L. Travers. 

„ Mr. Cathcart. 

„ ,, Mr. Pick ford. 

„ Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 

The Ayes being 7 and the Noes 27, the motion was lost. 
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28. Motion No. 27 not boiiig earri^d, ilio Hon’ble Mr. l^Iielps moved 
that for the H|?iir(3H “1919 ” in line 2 of clause 2 {f) (/), and wherever else they 
occur in the Bill, the figures “ 1918 ” be substituted. 

He said : — 

“ It remains for me to move my second amendment having lost the 

first. 

1 do not wish to take up the time of the ('ouncil any further, I simply 
move it.” 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, when this matter was discussed in the Select Committee 
1 suggested to SOUK* of th(Mnemb(‘rs of that ('ommittee that if they were 
going to giv(^ 10 ]>er cent, increase the date ought to go back to at least 
January 1919, but since tlnm tin*. Uovernment have consider(*d the matter 
very carefully and it is perfectly true that, in tln^ latter half of 1918 there was 
a good d(‘al of profiteering. If, therefore, Mr. Phelps W(n’e to substitiut* the 
words ‘ NovemlKo* 1918 ’ for *1918’ 1 woul J be (piite prepared to put tln‘ 
matter to tin' free vote of the Council.” 

The Hon’bie Mr. Phelps said 

“ My Lor.l, I accept the Hon’ble ^lember’s suggt'stion.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“My Lord, I have listened very cand’ully to tht' spef'ch of the llon’blc' 
Mr. Phelps. He has quoted from the stal(mi<mts, which wer(' not availabh' to 
us, C(u-tain eases of rack-nmting which wen^ brought, to the notice of the Pent 
Committee. My Lord, we are in a very disadvantageous position becaus(' we 
have not got the statements with us and we are not aware wla^tlier in all 
thos(^ (jases tin' rent was increas(‘d without any additicai or altcn-ation to the 
buildings or the* rtmts werf‘ incn^asiMl on the buildings as they (‘xist(*d bfd'oia^ 
the ini;rt'ases vv('re made. 1 speak with a frt'c and unbiass(‘d mind in the 
matter, and if it is really true that there has been a general and wid('spread 
('xorbirant incr(*ase of rent of the houses in the town without any addition or 
alt (‘ration to the buildings, or change in their conditions or environments, 
then I think the Hon’ble Mr. Phelps’ proposition would n'quire the most 
att(mliv(' considcu’ation and siipj)ort of this Hfuise. But, my Lord, in the 
absence of any information to that (‘fleet 1 am afraid an atm(»spber(‘ is en'at(Ml 
which unfortunately prejudices the minds of many. Mr. Phelps has read 
out from a statement giving c(‘rtain instanc(‘s out of, 1 may say, 22,000 
nml(‘d houses in Calcutta, of about fiO or 70 cases, and I find from the 
H'port of th(' R(‘nt Committee t hat tln^y got their forms duly filled up and 
returned by 250 occupi(‘TS of houses in Calcutta. 1 do not know in how many 
cases out of those 250 statements that were furnished to th(3 Bent ('ommitt(M3 
were rack-r(‘nting ascertained, and whether it is an undeniable fact that those 
inerr^ases had beiui eff(H5t(3d without any change or addition to the buildings, 
'riiis requires very careful consideration. 

It is the general idea and the Hon’ble Member-in-charge of the Bill 
had assured us that there has been an abnormal increase towards the second 
half of 1919 and the standard rent has been fixed from 1st April. 1919, 
basing it (m that fact. I think it behoves the Government, before they 
see their way to accepting the amendment of Mr. Phelps, to shift the 
information which he is vouchsafing us and to satisfy themselves that there 
has been a widespread enhancement of rents in the town, from the time 
quoted -by Mr. Phelps, and 1 earnestly hope that Government will do this. 
Figures must be available to satisfy this Council on this point otherwise 
1 am afraid a grave injustice would be done to the landlords. 1 do not 
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Miy that ill ci'rtaiii c-asi*s tliiTe hai^ Ihmmi exoessivt* rack-rent l)iir f iat 
x»s not justify us to assume that there has been an univ'ersal ra(*k-reijt inu* 
the city. All these facts required to be carefully considered and thr(‘slu‘d 
It before the Council accepts tlie motion of Mr. fMielps.” 


he Hon’ble Mauivi Fazl-ul Haq said 

My Cord, 1 am really surprised that the tjon’ble Hai Hadha (diaran 
d Bahadur should have betni so untrraeious as to refuse to the tenants of 
dcutt.a littl(' or small mercii^s which the (lovernment are now jircjiarinl to 
low tiicm. W e forget that Bombay took steps to remedy this evil by 
gislation as early as 11)18, and when tln^y took stet>s in this direction they 
und that tirotiteerin^ and rack-renting had been going on at siuih a 
(*m(‘ndou8 rate sin(‘e 1916 that rliey were content to take tlu> l!)16 
lit as till* basis. That in to say, at the tinn* they undiu’tixik legislation 
ey put back tiu* date from which standard nuil must bt* calculated to two 
ars. 1 think, my Lord, my frimid tIu* Ilon’bh* R»ai liadha CMjaran Pal Bahadur 
II admit without any (‘xtensivt’i survey of the kind that he has proposed 
at during the two years 1916-18 then* was not so much proiitt*ering as 
inng the years 1918-lH). It is a jiroposition which has only got to be 
ated to b(* acceptixl. This })rofite(‘ring went on briskly since tht' 
ar 1916 and it was briskm* s( ill during the latttu* years. If the amount of 
ofiteering that, was going on in 1916-18 justilied tin* ( lovi'miiumt of Bombay 
undertake legislation in order to put a stop to such ra(‘k-rent ing is it not fair 
at wi‘ should ask th(‘ ( iov(M*ninent lu're also to begin wit h the year 1!)18 and 
take that as the liasis of tlu' standard rent? What the Hon’Ule Mcmlxu*- 
-charge of the Bill has propos(Mi is not April 1918 but he has suggi'Sted 
ivmnber 1918. and 1 |)ersonally think it not atford any relief to tin* 

Hants. I would only b(* willing to vote in support of this motion simply 
eause 1 find that I cannot get anything laddaT audit is only Inscause I must 
r to make tin* most of what is ollered to us. Although I suggest that this 
not at all sulhcient, I am vm-y much surprises! that my friend, Bai Hadha 
lai'an I’al B.aliadiir, should conn* forward to oppose' this annmdiiK'nt. If the 
't is passed as it stands drafted in the' Bill, (iovornrnent might instead of 
»ing through tin' elaborate provisions of the Bill say «'it onci'i in one H(*(*tion 
*1 till' rent stand what tlu'y an* to-day : IVolitc^ering is now almost oV(‘r.’ 
n*r(' has hardly bf>(‘n anything since' this ItiJl was in the; air. Then* \V(*ri‘ 
otest mei'tings going on and fx'oph' took the alarm and what they had done 
ey had done pia^vious to 1918. As to the t'vil that has beim <lom‘ m (lalcutta, 
sl('atl of having all tin so < laborate provisi ms in this Ihll om^ might 
well say that thei-e will lu' no further rack-renting. Th(*refore I Hay 
is mon^ modi'Ht than what the landlords could fairly expe<u. In these 
cumstancc^s it is not fair to the tenants to oj)t)ost* this anu'iidment. 1 tlnu'i*- 
•e support the amendment.” 

e Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

“My Lord, I muHt confess tliat 1 hav<* a good deal of sympathy with this 
n'lidment. It is no doubt true that in many cases profiteering landlords 
ve increased thti rent considerably. It is equally true that in many casns 
am glad to find Mr. Phelps is one o( them) landlords have not raised th(hr 
'its at all. My Lord, my quarrel is not with thos(* who desire to stop undm' 
ising of reips, but my quarn'l is with the wholtj basis of the Act. This Act. 
lich allows a profiteering landlord to a Id U) por cent., stands in the way of 
L- moderate landlord who has never raised hi.s rent but seeks to jiunish 
n for his inoderation. I hevre pressed and prcssf 3 d consistently for this in the 
leet Committee and there is an amendment in my name in which I am asking 
the tenant should be given power to reduce the rent in the case of a 
jdlord who has increased his rent unduly, and similarly the landlord should 
allowed to get a fa r percentage d increase if he has not increased his rent 
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in the past, l^iit instead of that wliat is tlio whole l)asih of the Bill ; it, takes t 
certain date automatically as the date for tixiiij^ a fair rent. It may be verj 
c«)nvenicnt. ii may be very practical, but I say it is unjust both to the landlord 
and to th(^ tenant. If you take a certain date automatically you must be unjust 
tosonKioiie whatever that date may be. If you take it as April 1911) you art 
unjust to th(^ tenants because in the meantime a larft:e numl^er of protiteeiin^ 
landlords hav»^. increasiMl tlndr rents and with regard to them the argument o; 
the llon’ble Mt. Phelps is perfectly sound. On the other hand, if you fix th( 
rent automatically, there again on the argument of Mr. Phelps you are unjust tc 
the landlords. Therefore if later on my suggestions are accepted and the ide£ 
of dealing justly botwocm landlords and tenants is accepted, it doi^s not ver^ 
much matter whether th(‘ date is Ist April, 1916, or 1st April. 1918, but at tlu 
prcHfUit stage the difficulty I feel in accepting either view is this : I do nol 
know what percentage of landlords have profiteenul unduly. If a largt 
percentage have profiteenul unduly 1 would be inclined to vote witl: 
Mr. Phelps, but if on tin* other hand 1 find that on the 1st Novemi)er 
1918. a large number of landlonls did not profiteer unduly then I would bi 
prepared to vote in favour of tln^notion as it has emerged from the Seleci 
Committee and my difficulty is all the gnuater because we had no chance o] 
considering the position earlier. This was not in the original Bill and this wa^ 
not mooted in tln^ Select (Jommitlee, the only thing that was suggested in tin 
Select (hmimittee was Ist danuary, 1919, but even that was not fully diseusstMi 
Now, my Loi'd, that is the position and I hud great difficulty eitlnu* in opposing 
or supporting the am( 3 ndm(tnt, but 1 say that then^ ought to be soine provisioi 
in the Bill by which we can do justice both to landlords and tenants.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

“ My Lor<i, Mr. Phelps’ annmdment raifli's >ucli an importanr point thal 
1 feel I shall Ik* failing in my duty if I only give a sih'iit vote in suopoi t ol it 
There an' one or two facts about which tiun-e is no controversy, nariudy 
that tli(*re was a gt'inu-al ris(' in 1918, that there was jirofiteering on ai 
inxtensiv (3 scale in that year and that the climax was n'aclied in 1919. That 
l)eing tlui jKisition and these biung admitted facts. I think it will not be laii 
to take April, L9l9, as the basis for standard rent. It would result with tin 
addition of 10 j)(*r ciuit. in an enormous ineiu'ase in tin*, n'nt, lor in lt)l9 itsell 
the rents W(U’e enoi'inous. Therefore, the only fair way would lx* to fix the 
date in 1918. In fixing the date for standard ri'iit we should take inti 
consideration the time when then* was profit<*ering on an extended scale 
And It being the admitted fact that there was profit(*(u-ing on an extende( 
scale in April, 1918, 1 think it mujcssarily follows that we sliould fix the date 
in 1918. Mr. Phelps wants Aprd, 1918. Idiat is quite fair, but if that is no 
possible, then of course November, 1918, will certainly do.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said 

“My Lord, but for the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta’s intervontioi 
I would not hav(^ spoken. But. as it is, 1 would only address the Council oi 
one or two points. Tlie Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta says that then 
had been profiteering and it commenced in 1918. But for his intervontioi 
I might havt* bettor considen‘d Mr. Phelps’ anu*ndment, for Mr. Phelps kriowi 
Ckalcutta conditions and lives among us. But it is not for Babu Akhil Chaiidn 
Datta, wlio eomus to ('aleutta for a day or two now and then, to say that pro 
fiteering lias been going on hero. But for his intervention, as I have sai i. I migh 
have induced myst3lf to accept Mr. Phelps’ original amendment. There is tin 
recommendation of I he Select Committee. It is for those who want a change ii 
the date to \mt forward evidence. The evidence ought to have come from tin 
(Tovernment side and they were in a position to put it forward as they must hav 
been in possession of figures. But there has not Ixicii shown any evidence as t 
the right date on which profitt3oring began. I think if there are figures, th 
members of this Council ought to have them. They could have been collectei 
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easily from the Registration office. There are also the Municipal assc'ssment 
records. But these evidences have not been placed before us. 1 submit 
such a change ought not to be allowed. ’ 

fhe HM’ble Mr. Phelps said 

‘‘My Lord, iny hon’ble friend to iny left doubts my figurr's. In ordtu* to 
strengthen my case I would give him a ft*w additional ligurt'S showing the 
rise from 1 919 up to danuary 19:^0. The additional rise in 1919 has btuni 
23 per cent., 480, 45 — thest^ are additional figures — 100, t>0, 120, Ibb, 113. 
t)6, 33, 57. UK), 75, 25, 146, 52, 75, 82, 163, 212, 54 and 165 inn* (rnt. ddiese 
ire additional ris(‘S in 1920 — 60 percent., 124. 36, 21. 80. (4e. In r(\gard to 
the inquiry as to what the rise was in 1918 over that of 1917, 1 am aide to 
^ive some figures. These are ihe‘y : — 25, 25, 16, 10, 30, tO, :»2, 3>3j. 10. 12, 
ind soon. Tlie rise in 1918 ovi‘r that of 1917 was com])arati vely modt*st. 
[t was in 1918 tfiat 1 first began this ])ropaganda agaitist. t'xt(n*tionate 
rents, and I think my ease is fully justified when I say that in 1917 {here 
^vas a slight rise, in 1918 it became decided, in 19 19 it became scandalous 
mil in 1920 it has became preposterous.” 


fhe President said:— 

“ Till' C'Ouncil will understand that (iovernment are l(‘aving llie decision 
)f the qu(‘Rtion to tki‘ unfetterisl discrt'tion of tin* ( 'ouneil, t bai is to say, 
he official memhm-s will have tn|ual lil>crty with thi‘ non-official mcmlK'rs to 
rote for the amiuidment or against the aniendnemt oi* abstain from vot ing 
IS they think right.” 

The motion was then put in the following form : — 

‘‘ddiat [or th(‘ words and figurt‘S ‘April 191f0 in line 2 of clans(' 2 (./ )(/) 
and wlierev(*r idse It may ht* ni'cessaiy to give elleel to the 
pnrpos(> of I he amendment, the words and figures ‘ NoVcmln*r, 
1918’ h(‘ suhstitnici!.” 

The motion being put, a division was taken with ihe* following j-csnlt : — 


yors—lL 

he H<Jiri»P' Biihu Sarat (’haiidra (Jliakrti- 
harlti. 

,, ,, Kumar Shit) Sle*ktiart*s\var 

Ray. 

„ ,, Habu lirojendra Kishor Ray 

(Uiandhuri. 

,, ,, lt;ii DtdaMHl 'T (dimider 

(ihose Itahadiir. 

„ ,, Rai Ra<lha (diarari Pal Baha- 

dur. 

„ „ Bahu Surendr V Nath Ray. 

„ „ Sir Nilrataii Sarkar, Kt. 

,, „ Raja Hrirthike-Hh Laha, C.I.E. 

„ „ Mr. Gnrner. 

^ „ Bahu Sib Narayan Mukherji. 

„ „ Mr. P. C. Mitter, C.I.E. 


A i/es - lU. 


'I'jie Hou’t)lu Sir llfury Wbecirr, K.C.li:., 
(’.S.). 

„ ,, Mr. .J. (i. (diiiirniu^n c.s.l., 

C.I.E. 

,, ,, Mr. 11. L. Stephenson, (’.s.i., 

C.I.E. 

„ Mr. \V. W. Ilorneip c.i.e. 

,, „ Sir St<‘vi*iisoii-Moore, 

K. C.I.E, C.\ .o. 

,, „ Majnr-(h*njral W. IT. IP Robin- 

son, c.jt., 

,, ,, Mr. J. P. Moiialiaii, 


Mr. W. H. H. Ard.Ji-Wood, 
C.I.E. 

Bal)u Kiabori Mohan 
Chaudhuri. 

Mr. M. < P M eAlj)in. 

Mr. A. Marr. 

Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, c.r.K. 

Mr. O. N. Roy. 

Mr. W. H. Phelps. 

Akhii (hiandra I>atta. 

Rai Mahnidra Chandra Mitra 
Baha lur. 

Mr. Armt Chandra Singha. 

Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chau- 
dhiiri. 

MauBd A. K. Ffi«l-ul-Haq. 
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The following members abstained from voting : — 

The Hon’ble Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, k.c.s.i., k.c.i.e., i.o.m., Maha- 
rajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

„ ,, Mr. S. W. Goode. 

,, ,, Khan Jhahadur Maiilvi Amin-ul-IsIam. 

,, ,, Babu Bhabendra (diandra Ray. 

Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley, c.i.E. 


The ff)llowing members were absent : — 

The llon’ble Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

,, ,, Babu Mahendra Nath Rfiy, c.i.p:. 

, Mr. Altai AH. 

,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

,, ,, Mr. Amiuur Raliman. 

,, „ Mr. Hiudley. 

,, Dr. Abdul la-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

Nawal) Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-uDOmrah, 
K.c.v.o. 

„ ,, Sir D(d>a Prasad Sarbadhikari, Kt., c.t.k. 

Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjoe, k.c.i.e. 

„ „ Mr. G. A. Bayley. 

,, ,, Mr. W. L. Travers. 

„ „ Mr. Cat heart. 

„ „ Mr. Bickford. 

,, ,, Khan Sahib Aniaii Ali. 

,, ,, Mr. R. M. Watson-Siiiyth. 

,, ,, Maulvi A bill Kaseiii. 

The Ayes being 19 and the Noes 11, the motion was carried. 


29. The Hon’blo Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri moved that 
at the end of clause 2 (/) (i), the following be added, viz.^- 

“ and provided there is no lease or agreement to a lease 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, as soon as the Bill passes into law^ the rents will increast 
10 per emit, automatically. But you are not restricting the landlord’s 
right to increase the rent. My amendment is to the eflect that there should 
be no rise of 10 per cent, if theri‘ is any lease or agreement to the effect that 
there should be no rise within the next few^ years or any period of time. 
I do not mean of course that if the agreement says that the rents should be 
increased 50 per cent. next, year, the landlord will have the right to t nforce 
it. But what 1 mean is this : it there is an agreement or lease between the 
landlord and the tenant, written or verbal, to the effect that there should 
be no rise in tlie rent during the period of the lease, then the landlord will 
not have the right to the 10 per cent, increase. If there is such a lease in 
existence, then the tenant’s right should be protected. Otherwise, as soon 
as the Bill becomes law even the landlords, who have agreed to such leases 
as I have mentioned, would also increase their rent by 10 per cent. This 
will lead to litigation. If my amendment is accepted, it will protect the 
tenant’s right and will also save litigation. My amendment is not to protect 
the landlords who have by force or otherwise got the tenants to execute 
a lease for, say, a 50 per cent, increase. That he cannot do under the provi- 
sions of this law. but my amendment only wants to protect the tenant’s 
right and, to restrict the 10 per cent, increase. My Lord, this is an emergency 
Act. You want to protect the tenants. You do not want the tenants to go 
to the civil courts. Therefore on behalf of the tenants I submit that it 
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would bo far bettor if wo have this addition in the clause. It will sav'o 
the tenant's rights and it will save him from /^>ini2r to the civil courts to 
fight his landlord. My aimmdiiiont does not atb'ct the standard rent at all. 
It will only restrict the increase of 10 percent, if there is a lease. That is 
my idea and with this view I commend the motion to tlio Council. 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said 

'‘My Lord, 1 think that tln^ objt'ct of the lloirbb' movtn* is rather to go 
behind the doinsion, at whiidi tli(‘ (.\mncil has already arrived, that there 
should b(^ allowtcl an addition of 10 [»er cent, on tin' nmt paid on the 1st 
November. 1918 ; and on that gr()un<l alom^ I must opposi^ this amendment 
on behalf of (Tovernment. Alsiy I am advis(‘d that the ottect of adding this 
proviso may viny tiossibly bi^ to ]>roduco a situation which would bt‘ against 
the intm-ests of the* tenant himself, 'bhe intiu'pretation of this proviso may 
b(‘ that th('re should be no addit ion of 10 per cfuit. allowed in thosi' (!as(^s 
where there was a leasi' or agn'einent to huise, and finldn'r that in cases 
wlu're tenants have givcm oi- betm forced by unscrnjinlous landlortls to giv(' 
a leasi^ or an agremnent to a h^ast' on a high iMUital, such as, say. 50 pm* emit, 
abovt^ the standard rent. th<‘ tenants would not g(‘t tlu^ prot(H‘tion of this 
clause. On this gi*oun(l, too, I must oppost‘ tin* am(‘ndin(*nt.'’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf All Khan Chaudhurl said 

‘‘ My Lord, as I have aln'ady said, my am(mdm(‘nt is only to protect the 
tamant. It cannot rn(*an that if tln*r(* has be(*ii an agre»'im‘nt. for a «>0 p(‘r 
cent, rise, tin* landlord will have I Ik* right to tmforce thal. (’lausi* 4 with 
its jiroviso ])rovid(‘s fur I hat. I will give you a eoiien tii instanci*. Sup]>ose 
thm*e is a tmiant who is paying Hs. lOO a month as rent. There is 
an agreeiiu'ut bt*tW(‘(*n him and his landlord tliat tln*re would bf^ no 
increas(' in the rc'iit for the n(*xt 5 or 6 years. Tliat agr<*enKmt has not bemi 
iv'gisteri^d — in (’aleutta iIk'Si* agreenn nts are. as a g(‘n(‘ral rubs not r(*gisten*d. 
Now. as soon as this Ibll is f)asH»‘d into law, tin* landlord will (daiin a 10 jier 
(;ent. incn*ase in sf)it(‘ of the agreement, d'he Controller can do nothing but 
refer the tenant to the ( 'ivil (Jourl . d'ln* t(*nant has no renK*dy whatev(‘r. 
It is to guard against this that I have* suggested this proviso. Tln^ standard 
rent will not b(^ afieetc'd by it. W’e liave siitficient safeguards under claas(? 4. 
I woiihl therefore jiress tin* amend nn‘nt.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

' .SO. 4dn* Hon’bh* Mr. Ariin Cdiandra Singha was to liave moved tliat tln^ 
.following be adde 1 at tin* (*nd of (dausi* 2(f) (/), viz : — 

‘‘ Such addition not l:>eing allowed where the rent has l>een increased 
within the preceding two years 


He said : — 

My Lord, as amendment No. 2H has been accepted, I beg leave to with- 
raw this amendnK*nt.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

31. Hon’bh* Maulvi A. K. Fazl-nl-Haq was to liavo moved that for tin? 
gures “ 1919 ” in line 2 of clause 2 {/) (zi) the figures '' 1916 ” be substi- 
ftted. 

he President said 

“ Amendment No. 31 is consequential upon amendment N(?. 26 whicli 
as already been rejected by the Council.'’ 

7 A 



Maiilvi A. K. FazhuUHaq ; Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur ; 
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The Hon’ble Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said:-- 

“ In any cano, f leave to withdraw the amendment.” 

Tlif^ motion was then deemed to have been withdrawn. 

.‘>2. 'rii(‘ Ilon’ble Uai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that at the 
end of clause 2 (/) (u), the following be added, viz: — 

“ and in the case of any premises which fell or shall fall vacant, the 
rent at which the premises may be first let after the commence- 
ment of this Act 

lie said : — 

“My Lord, as Far as 1 understand, tln^ object of this Bill is not to allow 
the existing tenant in any way to be disturbed or rack-rented. The Bill also 
inak(?s provision that tln^ standard nmt of a houS(? which has not been let 
before Ist Aj)ril or IsL Novmnber, 1918, slionid be the rent at which the house 
was lirst h9. [ tak(^ it, niy Lord, that if a hous(*. is vacated and remains 

unoccupi(‘d then t h(‘ new tenant, will come and ()ccuf>y the house, and I believe 
it is just and proper that this hous(‘ should be treateil in the same way as 
1 h(3 house which was first ](‘t l)ecause it will not disturb the existing tenant 
in any way and it will also ht*lj) a large; number oF new-comors in this way. 
9'h(‘r(‘ may la* lour or five a])plicants for tin; house, and perhaps someone who 
is in t h(' gr(*at(u* lU'ed of tlie house may mak(; his own anangtunent with the 
hous(‘-owmu- as hi* would do in the cast* oF a house whit‘h is first l(*t. If my 
am(;ndm(*n(. is aceeptcnl no hardship will la* involvial to tlie (‘xisting tenant, 
and th(*r(d‘ore 1 movi* thii^ for tlie consideration of tht^ Council.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, this is one of those araendnumts oF the Rai Bahadur which 
it stums vt'ry liard to ascribe a motive to, but umhu-lying it 1 let*! is that con- 
sistt'ut dt'sirt* o;i his pari to cut away at the vt*ry root of the, Bdl. Ht^ wants 
us to belitnu^ that beeausp a house Falls vacant after ihe (‘ommtmcoment of 
this Act W(* should not interfere. He wants tJiat a case of that kind should 
not come under tlu^ purvii*,w of standard rent. I think, my Lord, on the face 
of this am(UHlmt‘nt it must be ipiite apparent to th(> Council that the only 
thing to do is to summarily throw it out. On behalf of Government I am 
unable to acee])t it.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Badadur said 

‘‘ My Lord, it is liardly worth while to reply considering the frame of 
mind oF the Hon’ble Member. All that I want to say is this : it is not my 
inteniion to do away with the standard rent altogetlu;!*. What I want to 
pn;ss is that a vacant house may be placed on the same footing as a house 
which is first let.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

8.‘L Motion No. 9 not being carried, the Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chandra 
Mitter was to have moved that the following be inserted as clause 2 (/) (AY), 
viz : — 

” {Hi) a fair rent settled by the Controller, where a lessee has taken 
a lease for purposes of subletting or where the lessee has sublet 
the premises for a period of 7 years or more ’L 
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He said : — 

“I have discussed the principle enib(Klied in this aiiieudinent in connec- 
lion with a previous amendment of mine, and in view of that discussion I do 
aot want to press this.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

34. 'Fhe Hon’ble Rabu Surendra Nath Ray was to have moviHl that 
if ter clause 2 (/) (//) the following be inserted, viz : — 

(in) In the case of any premises which have been let to a new tenant 
after the first day of April, 1919, and before the passing of 
the Act, the rent at which the said [>remises were first let to 
that new tenant, and if such premises have been let more than 
once to new tenants between the aforesaid dates the rent at 
which the said premises have been last let 


He said : — 

“ This amendment is practically t lie same as that whicdi has now been 
noved by my lion’hle friem 1 Rai Radha (lliaran Pal Rahadnr, and as it 
ippaars that it will meet witli the same fat(\ I b(^g li\av(' to withdraw it.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

35. The Iloii’hh' Rai Radha Cdiaran Pal Bahadur was to have niov(*d 
hat at the end of clause 2 [f) [io) the following Ix^ add(‘d. viz : — 

“ Provided that the standard rent under this Act shall not he 
considered to be the basis of any valuation in any Land Acqui- 
sition proceeding 


rhe President said 

Amendment No. 35 cannot bt‘, moviuj in rospeet of clause 2 which deals 
mtirely with definitions, and by amendment No. 35 tln^ llon’lde Miunber 
)roposes to intr(» luec an (Mitircly ditfenmt inatt(‘r in tin* claiisce Ii, should bo 
nov(*d in the form of a new clause* at a lateo* stages of tdn* Rill, an I if the 
don’ble Member will look to amendrrumi No. 165 he will find that that is tlio 
ippropriate place in which to move the proposed amendm(ml.” 

36. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Rahadnr movf*d that the 
bllowing be added at the end of clause 2 (/) (ir), viz : — 

“ Provided always that at no time shall the rent fall short of seven 
per cent, income on the estimated fair value of the premises 
which in the case of dispute between the landlord and the tenant 
shall be determined by the Controller ”. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, this is a proposition which almost follows the same line o? a 
certain amtmdrnent of my fritmd the Hoii’ble Mr. P. C. Milter. There is 
nuch dispute about the date of fixing the standard rent, about the staiidani 
ent being excessive to the tenant and about the standard rent btiing lower 
ban what the fair rent should be, and all these arguments have been brought 
orward from <lifferent paints of view. This proposition is laid before the 
louse with a view to do away with these difficulties and to harmonise all 
JCHiflicting views. It is well known that a reasonable income is always 
expected from certain investments, and I think it will be admitted on ^1 
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handn that if a 7 por cent, return is allowed on the fair value of the pro- 
perty, it will not he excessive either from the tenant’s point of view or 
frfim the landlord’s point of view. It is also well known that in other busi- 
nesses j)eople have been making profits from 15 to 30 per' cent, and in some 
cases oven 300 ptn* cent. Therefore I tliink this is a very modest proposal, I 
do not know what the Ilon’ble Mr. Phelps thinks of it, but I hope it will 
mef‘P with tlie acceptance of this House. My Lord. Government securities 
which wore forim^rly Sj- per cent, now yield a return of 6 per cent., and other 
securities also yield an income above 6 per cent., not to speak of shares and 
ol her things. Then^forc I think the proposal that I am making may be 
deemed jund'ectly fair and reasonable.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said:— 

‘’My Lord, the amendment applies to cases where the Controller has 
power to fix standard rent and it provides for a minimum of 7 per cent, of 
the estimatcfl fair value of the premises in all those cases. The amendment 
is open lo (udticism on the ground that the unit of the Bill is not a complete 
holding or building, but premises, and premises include single rooms in a 
house. 1 sugg(‘st that the valuation of single rooms in a house or a 
hut would b(‘ a matter of pra(;ti(jal difficulty. It would also not l)e properly 
applicable to rooms in a hotel, boarding-house or ]o(lging-hous(‘. H(U*e the 
cost of food, furniture and servants has to be taken into account. The 
amendment, however, makes the value of the preniises the sole criterion. 


’riie amendment is oimui to still greater objection on more general and 
important grounds. It introduces a ])rinciple which is not c()ntemplat(‘d by 
the Bill, which takes the actual rent as the basis on wliich ordinarily to fix 
th (3 standard rmit. It would lead to complications as it involvi's calculations 
as to wdiat is a fair value, which would add very lai*g(dy to tin* burden t hrown 
on the Controll(‘r. What would be the basis of calculating fair value? 
Would it lx* the selling pric.e of the property in tlie mughbourhood ? Owing 
however to th(^ land boom, inflat(*d prices — often wildly speculative prices — 
have been paid, wfiich would not Ix^ a reliable guide or a lavasonable l)a8is of 
valuation. Or is property to be valued not according to its ])r('S(mt use or 
rental, but according to what it would fetch it’ used in a ditlenuit way, for 
i!istanc(‘. as shops, — in otluu* words, a(‘C()rding to its j)otential value ? ()r again 

is the reinstatemeni principh' to be followed, f.e., is the value of the property 
to be takmi as tlie cost of purchasing an cfiually convcmicuit site, and equally 
convenient preniisi'S ? IB'ro again, owing lo the present shortage and high 
price of building materials as well as the abnormal conditions due to profi- 
teering, the valuation would often be excessive. Seven per camt. is taken as 
a minimum in all casc’S, and if this Avas based on inflated prices, the enhance- 
ment would often be beyond the means of the tenants. This legislation has 
had to be und(*rtaken because rents were being forced up lo a pitch beyond 
the capacity of tenants, and this amendment is likely to reproduce the state 
of affairs I hi* Bill seeks to remedy. 

A further objection to the amendment is that except in certain cases 
covered by the first proviso to section 15 {2) it is not intended that the Con- 
troller should have his time taken up wdth intricate valuation work. His 
work and responsibility will be heavy enough as it is. To take alone the 
fixing of fair rents under the first proviso to section 15 {2) in cases where 
salami has been paid and an ap]»lication has been made to the Controller 
because the landlord thinks the existing rent is low. it means the settlement 
of rents by the Controller for a large proportion of tlie shops in Calcutta. 
This is a formidable task for any man. It was the intention when this..Bill 
was framed that the Controller should have powder to vary the rent only in 
special cases, where there were special reasons for departing from the 
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taiidard rent, and not that he should be a general court of appeal in ease of 
lisputes about values. I would most strongly deprecate adding to his duties 
>y putting him in the position of a Land Accjuisitien OHieor with numei’ous 
lifficult questions of market valu(‘ todeeid*' for all elassi'S of prmnises ; and 
cannot tliereiore ae(tejit the amendment on behalf of (iovoimment.’’ 


he Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 


“ As far as J hav(» betm able to follow the Mon’bh> Mr. ObMalh^v, his 
bjection is that iIuto will be dillieully in valuing thes(» |)remis(^s as th(‘re 
rill also l)(‘ singJt* rooms in prtunistis. d\) that my reply is this : if the 
rhole pr(miis(‘s can be valinnl tlno'c will m>t lx* much dilhcully in working 
111 the proportional (* valuation of tlit‘ ddlVuviit parts of tin* lioustc 'riien as 
f‘gards th(' rooms in a hotel or a bKlging-hoiisc*, the mat I er was dis<!UHS(H! 
n Seh^et Committ(‘e wln'rt\ it will Ix^ nmnunbtna*d, it was stall'd that tlii^ cost 
f fool and lodging would bt* taki'ii into (tonsidm-ation, and I think the' 
ablation of a liol el can lu' madi' without any diiliculty. Add 7 pm* cent, 
r whatin’cr p(*roentag(' tln^ ('onirolh*r may fix as a reasojiabb* return and 
hen the vvliole cost will lx* proportional I'ly divided b(*twt‘(*n all the tc'iiants 
hert'. ddii'ii it is staled that it will involve a lot of calculation, but, my 
jord, thousands of housi's are disj)oS(*<l of in I wm or three* months’ linn* by the, 
a)rpoi*ation and I do iiot think tlit'n* will be any difficulty in assc'ssing i In* fair 
aim*. It is further stat(‘d what will be the salne — tin* ])i‘(‘M*nt. selling value 
f a projierty in I he nmghbourhood. Well. I have* purpos«‘ly ins(*rled tlx* words 
fair valuta 1 do net say the land boom or anything of the kind, bul^ what 
■1 gtUK'a'ally adopted by the oHicjers of tin* Corporation, especially by the Vi(‘(*- 
diairman or th(* Di'puty Chairman In d(‘ciding assessment eases. TIk'Ji it 
s stated that it will throw heavy work on the* (’ontroller. It may lx*, true 
hat to a (j(*rtain t‘Xt i*ut It will throw sonx* wairk upon him, but it is lik(‘ly 
hat he will sonx^ assistants as well, ddie much V(;xed (pU'Stion of r(*nt 

n()w agitating both landlord and tenant, and I think the I hin- 

roller ought to do tlx* w'ork \ery satisfactorily. This is a [xn'feetly fair 
iroposal and I fail to uinhjrstand why this should hr ojiposed. My Hon’bh^ 
rit*iid Mr. P. Milter and mysedf havi* sai<l not only lieia* but also in the 
iel(*et Coinniittc*e — h‘t a fail’ and reasonabh* ad just iix‘n! lx* made bf*tw(*en 
ftndlords and tenants. Hut unfortunately this Hill is rush(*(l with su(;h 
t jirecipilatc hastt* that no o|)portunity has Ixxm given for tin* consideration 
if our propos<il. I earnestly hojx* that our })ropOHal would be taken into 
onsid(n-ation, because* it will satisfactorily settle all dilferenees. I do not 
})ink any tenant will objecji t f> paying a r(*a8onable pf*reentage. I h(‘ard a 
©rtain sp(*.ak(*r at. tln^ Town Hall nxxiting say that the tenants would not 
-ven grudg(* to pay h per cent, on tin* fair value of the profK*rty. He was 
spokesman of tin? timants, and I think I can fairly assunx* that if sucdi a 
iroposition is accepted, it will pb*ase all parties. It Jiiay be that C(*rtain 
dnseciuential amendments would be necessary to clause Ifi in order to enabh* 
he Controller lo d(*cide such cases. If the Hon’ble Member in (diarge of 
he Hill consider it a fair proposiiion and be pleased to accept it, I think the 
ther necessary amendments can be made without any difficulty before the 
Let is passed.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


he President said 

I think amendment No. 37 is consequential upon amendment No. 9 
nd if that is so, the amcndmenCshould be withdrawn.” 
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handfi that if a 7 per cont. return is allowed on the fair value of the pro- 
perty, it will not be excessive either from the tenant’s point of view or 
frrtra the landlord’s point oF view. It is also well known that in other busi- 
nesses pt;ople have been inakin^y profits from 15 to 30 per cent, and in some 
oases even 300 peT cent. Therefore I think this is a very modest proposal. 1 
do not know what the Ilon’ble Mr. Phelps thinks of it, but I hope it will 
meetr with the acceptance of this House. My Lord. Clovernment securities 
which were formerly 3^ per cent, now yield a return of 6 per cent., and other 
securitif‘H also yi(;ld an income above 6 per cent., not to speak of shares and 
other things. Thendore 1 think the proposal that 1 am making may be 
deemcfl perlectly fair and reasonable.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said:— 

My Lord, the amendment applies to cases where tlie Controller has 
power to fix standard rent and it provides for a minimum of 7 per cent, of 
the estimated fair valm^ of tin; premises in all those cases. The amendment 
is open lo criticism fm the ground that I he unit of the Bill is not a complete 
holding or l)uildiiig, but premises, and premises include single rooms in a 
house. 1 sugg(‘st that the valuation of singl(‘ rooms in a house or a 
hut would b(‘ a matter of practical difficuhy. It would also not be properly 
applicable to rooms in a hotel, boarding-house or lodging-Iiousc'. Ib're the 
cost of food, furniture and servants has to l)e taken into account. The 
ameudnumt, howev(‘r, makes the value of the promises ihe sole criterion. 


’File am(‘ndm(uit is open to still greater objection on mor(^ gtmeral and 
important grounds. It introducu^s a ])rinci]>h^ which is not, contemplated by 
the Bill, whicdi tak(‘s the actual rimt as the i)aHis on whi(‘h ordinarily to fix 
the standard rmil,. It would lead to complications as it involvi'S calculations 
as to what is a fair value, which would add very larg(‘ly to the burden thrown 
on the Controller. What would be the basis of calculating fair value? 
Would it be the selling price of the property in tin* neigh lumrhood ? Owing 
how('V(‘,r to t.h(‘ land boom, inflated piriees — oft(*n wildly s])t'eulative prices — 
have been paid, wliich would not be a relial>le guide or a n^asonable basis of 
valuation. Or is propcudy to be valued not according to its ina'sent use or 
rental, but according to what it would fetch if ust'd in a difierent way, for 
instance, as shops, — in other words, according to its piotimtial value ? Or again 
is the reinstatenumt. ])iincijile to be followed, /.£?., is the valu(‘. of the property 
to lie taken hs tin* (‘ost of purchasing an equally eonvenicuit sitt'- and equally 
convenient prmnises ? Here again, owing to the jiresent shortage and high 
price of l)uilding materials as Avell as the abnormal conditions due to profi- 
teering, the valuation would often b(^ excessive. Seven per cent, is taken as 
a minimum in all cases, and if this was based on inflated prices, the enhance- 
ment would often be beyond the meauB ef the tcmants. This legislation has 
had to be undertaken because rents were being forced up to a pitch beyond 
the capacity of tenants, and this amendment is likely to reproduce the state 
of affairs the Bill seeks to remedy. 


A further objection to the amendment is that except in certain cases 
covered by the first proviso to section 15 [2) it is not intended that the Con- 
troller should have his time taken up with intricate valuation work. His 
work and responsibility will be heavy enough as it is. To take alone the 
fixing of fair rents under the first proviso to section 15 {2) in cases w’here 
salami has been paid and an application has been made to the Controller 
because the landlord thinks the existing rent is low. it means the settlement 
of rents by the Controller for a large proportion of the shops in Calcutta. 
This is a formidable task for any man. It was the intention when this.,Bill 
was framed that the Controller should have power to vary the rent only in 
special cases, where there were special reasons for departing from the 
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tandard and not that he should be a general court of appeal in ease of 
isputes about values. I would most strongly depreeate adding to his duties 
y putting him in the position oF a Land Acquisition Oftieer with numerous 
iflicult questions of mark(vt, value lodetude for all ehisses of nnunises ; and 
cannot therefore accept the amendmeni on behalf of (Government.’’ 


he Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 


“ As far as 1 hav(^ bemi able to follow tlu* lloirble Mr. O’AIaihy, his 
bjection ia that iJicre will be dilliculty in valuing tln‘S(' pnunisi's as I here 
dll also l)e aingh‘ rooms in j)remises. d’o that my ri'ply is this : if tin' 
/hole pi-(‘mises can be valiUMl tliere will not be much dilhculty in working 
lit tlit‘. proportional e valualion of the ditlercnt ])arts of the bouse, 'riuui as 
regards th(^ rooms in a bot(‘l or a l(Mlging-lious(‘, the* matter was di^cussinl 
1 Select Committee wIktc, it will ])(' r«muunber(‘d, it was staltMi that tin' cost 
f fool and loilging would bt‘ taken into consid('ration. and I think tln^ 
ablation of a lioU'l can In* ma(b‘ without any ditheulty. Add 7 per emit, 
r wliatiu’er p(*rcentag(' tin*- (<onl roller may fix as a reasonable return and 
lien ih(‘ wbol(* cost will la* j)roport ionat(*iy divided between all the l-iuiants 
here. Thmi it is staled that it will involve^ a lot of calculation, but, my 
iOrd, thousands of houses an* disposinl of in t W(» or thn*e months’ tinit' by the. 
airporation and I do not tiiiiik i.h(‘r(‘ will be any difficulty in assi*ssjng tln^ fair 
aliU'. It is hirtlier statcal what will be i\ir \alue — the jneNcmt selling valmv 
f a property in 1 he neighbourhood. Well. I liavi^ purpos(*ly ins(‘rP*d the* words 
fair value I do not say tin* land boom or anything of tlie kind, but what 
^ gt*nerally adopted by the offi(a*r.s of tin* (Corporation, especially by the V’ic(‘- 
)hairman or tin* I )tq)Uty ( 'ha irman in (b‘ciding ass«*ssment cases, 'riien it 
< stated that it will thr<iw lieavy woik on tin* ('out rollei’. It may be true 
hat tea c(*rtain e.xtt‘nt. it will throw souk* work iqxMi hi!n. but it. is lik(‘ly 
hat he will have* sonu' assistants as well. 'I’ln* much vmxed (piestioji of rent 
■1 now agitating both landlord and tenant, and J think tln^ (h)n- 
roiler ought t(> do the work very satisfactorily. This is a pm-fectly fair 
rojiosal and I fail to und(;rsland wiiy this should be opposed. My Hon’blo 
riciid Mr. P. (h Mitt(*r and myself liavt*- said not only hen* but also in tin* 
iclect Committ(*e — b^t a fail' and reiisonabh* adjuslmenl b(^ ma<le b(*tw(^en 
iindlords and tenants. Ifut unfortunately thi.s Bill is rusln*d with su(;h 
f Teenpit at,(* hast(' that no ojiportunity has been givcm for the consideration 
if our propf.isal. I earnestly ho})e that our proposal would be takt'ii into 
onsidt*ration, lK*caust* it will sati.^factorily settle all differences. I do not 
hink any tenant will object I o paying a r«^a8onab]e jMMce.ntage. I Inward a 
ortain spi^aki*!* at tin* d'own Hall met^ting say that tln^ tenants would not 
ven grudgt^ to pay !t p(*r cent, on the fair value of the j>rofKM*ty. H(* was 
sfiokesman of tlie t(‘nants. and I think I can fairly assume that if such a 
•roposition is accepted, it will please all parlies. It may be that ci^rtain 
ousequential amendments would he necessary to clause lo in order to (uiable 
he (Jontroller to dt‘cide such cases. If the Hon’ble Member in cliargo of 
he Bill consider it a fair proposition and bo pleased to accept it, 1 think the 
ther necessary amendments can b(* made without any difiiculty before tlie 
Let is passed.’’ 

The motion was then put and lost. 


be President said 

“ I think amendment No. 37 is consequential upon amendment No. 9 
nd if that is so, the amendment should be withdrawn/' * 
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The following amendinent was then deemed to have been withdrawn 

37. It motion No. 9 be carried, the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter to xdov6 
that at the end of clause 2 {g) the following be added, viz: — 

Provided nevertheless the expression shall not include a person w^ho 
has taken a lease of any premises for purposes of subletting or 
where such person has sublet for a period of 7 years or n^ore 

38. Tiio TIon’blo Balm Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that after 
clause 2 {g) the following be added, viz : — 

“ {h) ‘ sum ’ means primarily money but also includes a consideration 
representing money value.’* 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, the object of the amendment which I propose to move is to 
harmonise the provisions of sections 9 and 19. In section 19(2) it is laid 
down that a person shall he deemed to receive a sum in excess of the 
standard rent, if lie receives any consideration representing a money value 
in excess of such standard rent. In section 9 practically the same thing 
has been said but there is no such provision, and one may avoid the 
consequence of taking something in kind instead of money. I think if the 
definition be added that will obviate the difficulty, and in that view and only 
for the sake of harmony 1 propose that the definition be added.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said 

My Lord, we are advised by the Legislative Department that this 
amendment is unnecessary. The Hon’blo Member has referred to clause 
19(2), and if wt^ are to insert this definition it would merely be a repetition. 
The statement as to consideration representing a moin^y value comes in its 
proper place in clause 19. Though I fully sympathise with the Ilon’ble 
Member in his desire to improve the drafting of the Bill. I am afraid that 
in this cav«»e it will not be at all a real improvement. For this reason I am 
unable to accept tlie amendment on behalf of Government.” 


The Non’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“My Lord, I have two amendments standing in my name — Nos. 38 and 
144. In tlie latter amendment I have suggested that sub-clause (2) to 
clause 19 might be omitted, as instead of saying anything there if there were 
a definition in clause 2, there 'would be no anomaly, and in the absence of 
any such definition there, one may avoid clause 9 by taking money in any 
other shape. It might be anomalous if in one case there is no safeguard and 
in another there is only by way of an explanation.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

39. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur mcrved that at the 
end of clause 2 {g) the words “ with the written consent of the landlord ” 
be added. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, I want to move for the addition of these words for this 
reason : an existing tenant may take some money and go away putting an i 
undesirable and troublesome* tenant in possession under the Act, though the ; 
landlord will be prevented for three years from letting out his premises to a J 
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Ik’ bargain, but the lainilnrd will not ha abb* to do anything. Tlieroforo 
[ want this ainundnu'ni . Il is a rustoin which is gcnorally })rovaJont 
Jiroughoiit Cabjutta. ' 


rhe Hon’bie the Maharajadhira Ja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

My Lord, I ani sorry I cannot ac*{‘(‘pt this. b<»caiise then* arc a largo 
uinilu'r of tenants at will, 'rin'ri' cannot be in ev(‘ry case tin' vvritt.4*n 
*oiiS(*nt ol’ the landlord, and th(‘r(‘ is no rca'-on why th(‘se Uniants slionbl not 
»e protected.’' 

Tin* nioti(ai was th(‘n put and lost. 

40. Motion No. 39 not being caarric'd, the llon’blc Hai liadha (diaran 
^il Bahadur moved that at thetmd of claust^ 2 (/;) the following be aibbal, 
dz: — 

“ but it does not include a tresspasser or a person wlio in collusion 
with an out going tenant or otherwise occuj)ies any premises 
without the landlord s written consent.’’ 


II (' said ■ — 

“It is ])racl ic.all> the same anN3ndin(*nt. I fail to und(‘rstand why some 
Hicli provisiriij should not bn accepted, ddu* lamllord nmII not lx* able to let 
)ul. his pr(*niis('s, but the tenant if he so wishers can go away W'ithin 3 y(*ars 
)utt ing in a St ranger. 'I'lie landlord lias no guarantee as to whetln'r In* is 
lot an undesii’bh or troublesome i('nanl. Tln^refoia* I think the landlord 
iliould lja\(* the privilege of choosing his own t(‘nanl. TIh' standard rent will 
)(* tlie same, and tdien* will be no harm.” 


fhe Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan :~ 

“My Lord, 1 am sm'ry I cannot aeiu'pt this, hccans*' I think tin* Hai 
[bihadur has got in his mind tin* oidinary korfadar. As regards them, the 
xisition IS vt‘ry clear. Lnh*ss t he landlord has aeccj ted any ]‘»‘nl (rom him, 
i korfadar cannot jiossihly become a tenant. V ery often the landlord knows 
ivlicther the tenant lie has accefited is a kbriadar or a Sha Bharadaror not. 
[ do not ihink that tin* additional words an* nee(<ssary here. It is the same 
lid question. Tlu'ia* (cannot lx; writtmi consent in ev»*ry (;as<^, ther(;for(3 
I o[)[)OH(^ the amendment.” 


the Hon’bie Mr. P. C. MItter said 

“ My Lord, I only desin* to draw the attention of the< Government to the 
Jedinition of the word ‘tenant ’. Tenant means ‘an\ person hy whom or on 
whose aecouiit rent is jjayaldf^ for any premiH(^s\ and from that point of view 
it may be thought that so long as anyone pays rent on behalf of tlie original 
tenant., that person will he considered tin; l(mant. I ho|Ki Governint*nt will 
Uonsider that point. I do not knew bow to advise on the f>oint because there 
Sire so many dillicnllies al)OUt it.” 

The motion was then put and lost, 

42. The Hon’bie Raja Hrishikesb Laha moved that for the words “ or 
a retired offieer of the Government having similar qualifications ’’ in lines 
4 , 5 and 6 of clause 3(1) (a), the following be substituted, viz: — 

“ having experience of rent values and land acquisition cases m 
Calcutta 
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lie saiil : — 

“My Lord, il in too much to expect from an officer who haw retired from 
Xiovornment Hervice on account of age, 8ucli onerouH and active work as the 
hent ( ’ontrolltu' will liavo to perform. It will not therefore be d(\siral)le to> 
appoint siKih pensioners, although some of them may hav(^ some experi(m(!(^ of 
rent values and land acquisition cases in Calcutta. It cannot be <lisputedl 
that most of tln^ .judicial and Kxoeutive officers have little or no exp(‘rieneo 
of rent values and land acquisition cas(?s in (Calcutta, as most of them arc^ 
emjdoyi'il in mufassal stations, and it is absolutidy m^cessary that tlu'y should' 
hav(^ sucdi ('xp(u*i('nc('. in order to discharge the duties of the Controller’ 
properly, and command the confidence of the public. I therefore mov(‘ this 
anuuidment.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, in th(^ Select C/Ojnmittee when we defined ‘ Controller ’ w(‘ 
also wtmt, into this (|uestion very thoroughly as to whether or not w(‘ should 
])Ut in a r(‘tired offiem' of ( lovi'rnment, and 1 Ixdievc^ il was tin' unanimous 
decision of the Committ(‘e that it should be pul. in. As regards ])utMng in tlu^ 
qualifications of such an offie('r, as suggested by the Hon’bb^ Raja, apjilying to 
Memlu'rs of tin' dudicial or Kxi'cutive, imperial or Provincial s(n-vi(n‘. 1 think 
he must n^alisi', that (lovernmeut is not. likc'ly to ajipoint a ('lent i*oller who has 
not got expe.rieinu' of land values and land acquisition (‘ases in (kilnitia. 
Hut. In^ must leav(' it, to th(‘ common stmsi' of t he Cxovc'rnment t o ap|)oint a man 
with a certain amount of such expcrienco. Tlieiad’ore thesi' words are not 
nect'ssary, and 1 oppose the proposal to dcdi'te the words ‘or a ri'tired officer 
of the Govtu’nnn'iit ha\ ing similar qualifications’. For thes(' rtuisons 1 opposi' 
the amendment.’’ 


The Hon’ble Raja Hrishfkesh Laha said 

“My Lord, after what has been said by the Hon’ble th(' Maliarajadhiraja 
Hahadur, I can only say that if a propm* person such as Mr. Peterson oi- 
Mr. Woodh(‘.ad is appointed, 1 shall have no objef'tion. but there are vetiri'd 
officers w’ho have soni(‘ (experience of land acquisition work and rent values in 
Calcutta, Avho may be v('ry popular with Covernnu'nt but not very popular 
with the |)uhlic, and we do not want su<;h officers to be apj'ointed. That is 
the reason why I wish to omit the w’ords. If Covernment appoint any ablr 
officer who can perform the duties satisfactorily, I shall have no objection.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

48. The Hon’ble Rai Dehender Chunder Ghose Bahadur moved that 
for the words ‘‘ a barrister ” in line 1 of clause 3 { 2 ) (5), the word “ an ” 
be substituted. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, my amendment cannot be said to be one of practical import- 
ance, but it rehnxs to the drafting of clause 3(i) and from the artistic point 
of view, something can be said on this point. The Council is aware that th* 
High Court knows only of three classes of law practitioners — the advocate, t h* 
vakil and the attorney, often calhnl the solicitor. The advocate in tlit 
Calcutta High Court is always a barrister ; vakils are entitled to get tliein- 
selves enrolled as advocates, but from the year 1862 when the High Court wa^ 
first established up to the present time, vakils have declined to get themselvc's . 
enrolled unless under C(U*tain coii litions which the High Court (^ould ^ 
allow. Therefore the expressions * harister ’ and ‘ advocate ’ cover tin* same ! 
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lort of person^ bec:iU8i^ an advocate of t he Calcutta ('ourt is always a 

Kirristor. Some tune t)f course ht; may be a membt'r of tlie Faculty of 
Advocates in Scotland, Therefore I tldnk the words ‘ a barrister ini^ht 
veil be omitted.” 


he Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ I understand that the lloirhle Kai Bahadur does not want to liebar a 
•arris ter.” 


he Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said:— 

Of course not.” 

he Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

\V c' havt‘ been advisml t lint alt liou^h th<‘ word ‘ advocate ’ includes a 
arristei*, it is safer to put the vv<)rd ‘ barri^t(‘r as Wi*ll. riicrcToi'c^ I op[)ose 
ht^ motion.” 

he Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said 

" A l):irrist(M* as such is not entitliMl to praiftist' in tin* lliefli Cmirt unh'ss 
e gets liimsell (Uirolled as an advocatt\ Tlicrelorc a barrister is a person 
/ho may n(»t have any practice* at all. 'Hm' n'sult will be that if yni allow 
his word * bari‘!sl ei- ’ to rtunain. you might appoint a i)-*rson who has failed 
> gc^ his admittance to tln^ Hit^h t 'ourt as an advocate ami i herelon^ had no 
ppoiiunitA ol a(*(piiring experience' in land ae<piisition eases oi* any cases, 
think this would be an umlccsirablc' stati* of things.” 

he Hon’ble Mr. C. Mitter said 

1 di‘str(‘ to say a word or two. 'Fliis is only an enabling <dause wiiich 
iv(*s a wid(* range of sefi'ction to the tiovernmont in thtunatl(*r of th(‘ appoint- 
lent of a ( ’ontrollei*. 1 ([iiili* agrei* with the IIon’bh‘ Kai Debender (Jhunder 
dio^e Bahadur that as a matter of prar*l iee. all barrist ('is are advoccates. At 
ny rate all barri^ters practising In the High (’oint ai’c advocate's. 1 Ixdieve 
lis clause has been taktui Iroiii tin* (J.ilcutia dnprovemeni Act. .\s a matti'r 
f fact, 111 ordinaiw practice, W(' appoint barrisi ers direct fi oin Fngland, and 
ley are luitith'd to became lllgii ('ouil dndgc's. Supposing tln‘re is a re' Ired 
ar ri ster-j udge o{ the High (ajiirt whom W(‘ wa.at to appoint as a t ’ontro|b*r, 

- hy shouhl this am ‘iidimuit stand in tint wa\ of such an appoint ment , and 
her all, is it iie'cessaiy to delett* th ' word ‘barrister’? If anything it errs 
a tin* side (tf sab'ty.” 

ddic motion was tlnm f)ut and lost. 

14. The Ho I’ble Kai Delxmder (Jhun htr (ihose. Baliaflur m ivcd that 
fter the word “ attorney ” in line 1 of clau.se 3 (5), the words “ of the 

[igh Court of Calcutta ’’ l.)e inserted. 

He said : — 

“My Lord, this annmdinont may not also bf‘ an amemlmcnt of practical 
ni>ortanee, but f mov(3 it for tliis reason; An attorm*y iTaetising in the 
llahal)ad or I’unjal) High (’onrt Is also entitle 1 to la* apfiointed as (amtrollcr 
nder the provisions of this clause, but not being a practitioner of the 
alcutta High Court he could not ha vt* gained exoerienceof rent values or 
Liid v^alues in Calcutta.” 

he Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

My lord, I am willing to accept this amendment. ” 

Tlie motion was then put and agreed to. 
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45. Tli(f HoM’i)le Habu Kisliori Mohan Cliaudhuri moved that for 
the words “ who has practised as such and has experience of rent values 
and land acquisition cases in Calcutta ”, in lines 2 to 5 of clause 3 (2) (h), 
the words “ and practice ’’ be substituted. 

lie said — 

My Lord, as in tlie case of elause 2(a) I want to leave the discussion 
entinily to tlie (Government. Of coarse we may insist on practice, but only 
that will do, and wo ne(*d not hav(‘ the other W{)r(ls.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

llaviujG^ accepted the amendmtmt ])nn'ious to this, and as tlie question 
of land values will relatt^ mainly to (’alcutla, 1 cannot very well accept this 
amendment ; 1 tlierefori^ oppose it. ” 

Tlu^ motion was then j>ut and lost, 

46. 44i(^ llon’bh^ Rai Radha Charan Pal Hahadur moved that aftiu’ 

the words “ the standard rent in line 4 of clause 4(7) the words “ and 
the tenant does not agree thereto by any written agreement be inserted. 

He said : — 

‘‘My Lord, the object of my amendment is to give I'n^edom both to tin' 
tmiant and landlord wht'u they want to maki^ an anangf'nn'iit Idi’ the 
occupation of a house. It wall be convi'nii'ut for 1)4!* to conn' to an 
arrangmnent, otherwise tenants who cannot atford to jiay, might not b(‘ able to 
g('t leases.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said 

“ My Loi*d, the ('(feet of this amendment would largely b(‘ to (hdeat the. 
whole object of tlu' Rill and rmider it naugatory. It would mean t hat any 
landlord could gc't any amount of enhanced rt'iit, providi'd that by IkkiIc oi* by 
crook ht^ could get a tenant to sign a written agrei'inent. Conditions ari' 
sucdi that tenants are no longer free agi'iits abb' to withstand the exactions 
of those landlords who are extortionate and rapacious. Given a shortage of 
houses, landlords are able to enforce' their own terms, and tlu' object of the 
Rill is to pn'vent their making an unscrupulous us(' of their power. Tt'nants 
ri'quire ])i’otect ion and tin' Bill aims at making null and void unconscionable 
agreenu'nts ext'i'uted undm* com))ulsion of abnormal conditions and of 
preventing a la'currence of such agi'et'immts. The amendment cuts at the 
root of the Rill which aims at substituting control for uncontrolled agrei*- 
ments, and (Government therefore cannot consent to its acci'ptance.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“My Lord, 1 do not want to say anything more. I have already said all 
I have to say.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The following motion, being consequential upon Motion No. 46, was then 
deemed to have been withdrawn : — 

47. If motion No. 46 be carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur to move that the words ‘ notwithstanding any agreement to the 
contrary’ in line 5. clause 4 (1) be omitted. 
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48. The Hon’l)lo Maiilvi A. K. Fazl-iil-Haq moved that clause -1 (/) 
(/), (n) and (n/) be omitted. 


He said : — 

‘‘My Lord, I may say in ordto* to shorten tlie discussion tlnit 1 am no! 
very particular about omiilin^ [{) ami (?V), but I propose that my su^ixestion 
as to the draftini? of (///) accepte(r. My object is ihat in all castes in \vlii(*h 
theri‘ hav(‘ bc(m leases durinpf tin* last thn»(^ yt'ars, as has just biam point('d 
f)iit by tht' Jlon’bb' Mr. ObMallt v, tt'nants havt* liardly bet*n frtM' afjmjts in tin' 
liar^ain, and I do not think it is fair lo the tt'uant to ('xcludt' tlu'se eastts 
from tht‘ (pm'ation of the Aet. rinna' may b(* a h'ase ft)r 5 ytairs or more, 
but on tmquiry it will \)o fouml that ihest' least's havt^ bet'U imtert'd into 
nmh'r f'ondilions unfavom-able to th<‘ t«Miant. Ami lu'caust* tin* tt'iianl 
iimlei* certain conditions has bet'n oIiIi^imI (o t'litt'r into a wiatten a^rctmitmt , 
I tio not think it is sutlieit'iit ground to kt'tq) him within tiu' tt'rms of tlu' 
i^rt't'un'nt umho- the pro\'isions of this Aet. I tht'rt'fore submit that pro\'iso 
jii) shoiiltl bt‘ omit tetj.” 


rhe Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

“My Lord. 1 do not tpiitt' follow my Imn’bh' frit'inl. lit* stamis to think 
that tli(‘ I ('nan! whost' h*asr has alrt‘a<ly t'xpirt'd will ctunt' umhm th(‘ [ii-oviso 
lo s^efion I. I do not ihink that will bt* so. Tht' lan^aia^'t' of tin* elaust' is : 

ddi(‘ rent pa.\ able umh'r an\ It'aso (‘nterei] into belort' tin* datn td' tht' eom- 
monei'inent of this Aet for a pt'iiod f)r .a years or afterwards vv'hieh has not 
•\pired on that dato.” That beincf s(>, I do not umh'rslatid the ai>pi'ehension 
of my hon’bh' friend. 

rhe Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said:— 

“My Lord, 1 j'list wish to point out that this claijs(' was dis(‘iiss('d in 
Soleei ( 'omniiti ('(■. and it was found that it was rather more ad van 1 afjfeoiis to 
the tenants if tln'y liad ,G;ot a hai^ lease, say. for 5 y(‘ars or f)V('r, l,o retain 
that h'as('.’' 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— 

“My Lord. w(‘ do not want this Act to be in any sense a jainitive 
ini'asiire, ami tliend'oia' we tliono*ht that in casf'S of leases <jf 5 years and 
ipwaids that tlicK' was a certain amount of justification for tin* r(‘nts not 
hein^ irrec()V(n-able, and wc* thought that in the case in which a t^uiant 
‘nter(Ml into a lease with his eyes open more or hms, for a [X'rifxl of ,5 y(*ars 
i»r uj)wards, he should not get the a<lvantage of elausi' 4. I am a<lviseai, my 
Lord, that this clause should be allowed to stamJ as it is, because I have got 
a subsf'quent amendment to move at a later stage., but I understand tin* 
Hon’bh* Member does not object to ({) or (A'}, Imt that he wants (in) dcdf'tcd.” 


rhe Hon’ble Mauivi Fazl-ul Haq said :— 

‘'My Lord, I do not want to add anything to what I have already said.” 
The motion was then put and lost. 

4!L The Hon ble Rai Mahendra Lliandra Mitra Rahadur moved that 
after the word “ lease ” in line 1 of clause 4(2) {in) the words ‘‘ or any 
agreement to lease ’ be inserted. 
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He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, tlif^ reason for tliis insertion is tliat tln^ lease itself rui)re8ent8 
that arraiigeincnit has heen made or was made and the words ‘ agreement to 
lease’ also carry the same idea. Therefore, I think, the claustj would be 
ineomph'te unless tlui words * agretniient to lease ’ were inserted. 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

My Lord, I have got a similar mol ion, and I tln^refort^ suppoi*:. it. In 
this country agn'ement is gencu'ally regarded as lease or equivalent to lease. 
In our p.irt of th(‘ e-ity a simpl(‘ hd,ter or soim^thing of that sort is regard(*d 
as binding on a p(*.rson.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

‘‘My Lord, 1 am willing I o accept this amendment of the Hon’ble Uai 
Radha (diaran Lai Hahadiir.” 

Tln^ moticii was then put and agre(‘d to. 


The President said 

“ ’rh(‘ iK'xt anuuidnamt which stands in I he name of tln^ Hon’l)h' Ilaja 
Hrishik("sh Laha is pract ically the sana^ as the anKUidimnit wliicli has just, 
bemi accej)tcd and the sanu^ launark a})])lies to amendment No. r>l which 
stands in the name ol‘ ttie llon’ble Rai Radha (diaran Pal Rahadur. 

The following motions W(M-e tinm detniKsI to ha\o In'ru withdrawn : — 

50. The Hon’ble liaja. Hrishikesh J^aha to move that after the word 
“ lease ” in line I of danse 4 (/) (//?), the words ‘‘ or any agreement to 
lease with {)ossession l)e inserted. 

51. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Lharan Pal Bahadur to move that after 
the word “ lease ” in line 1 of clause 4 (7) {Hi) the words “ or agreement 
for a lease ” be inserted. 

52. Tho Hon’blc Raja Hrishik(*-8h Laha moved that lor the words 
“ five years ” in line 3 of clause 4 (7) {Hi) the words “ three years ” be 
substituted. 


Il(' said : — 

“ My Loial, IcaHf'S in Calcutta are usually taken for three years, so I bc^g 
to mov(* that for the words ‘five years’ in line 3 of clause 4( /)(///) the words 
‘ three y(‘ars ’ be substil uled.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, I have got a similar motion and I formally move it. I may 
say that, if the motion of Raja Hrishikesh Laha is accepted, it wdll not 
disturb tin' fundamental principle of the Bdl in any way because the Act will 
be in force for thn'-e years. The lease will be for three ^a^ars and even if 
within the currency of this Act tlie lease expires, the standard rent wall l)e 
the rent that is in the lease and the tenant will not suffer in any way. 
I hojx', th(‘iad*ore, that this amendment will be accepted.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said 

” My Lord, the object of providing in this clause for leases for 5 years 
has already been explained by the Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur. The 
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case of 3 years leases is ditltHeiil. Ii, has just- been explained to us that, it is 
a (omiuon period for lf\ases, and (here is reason to believe that many tenants 
hav^e been forced into lease's oi* ajQfn*einents to lease for «3 years* at exorbitant 
nnitals in rc^cmit times, that is to say, since proHteerin^ in Inuisi's set in. 
1 hose jM:n’SL>ns who have bt'en compedh'd to a^ree to extravagant nmts MMphre 
protection, and if th(‘ amendment wt're accepted they would Ue (h'privtMl of 
that protection. Oov(M*nm(Mit cannot, tlnnadore, a^ree to remove fn>m (’onlrol 
least's entered into for the eomparat ivtdy short [)eri(Hl of 3 yt'ars ami to 
depi’ivt' ol protection tliost^ who a^rn't'd to thtun undtu* tin* force of tdrenm- 
staneos bt'yoml tht'ir eontiol. I am, thtnadore, on Ix'half of (lovernnumt 
unable to aect'pt tht' amt'iidment. 

The motion was th»‘n f)ut and lost. 

1 h(' followintr motion bein^ eovt'ix'd by tlit^ decision on amtmdmtmt 
No. f)2 was tlitm d(*t*m(‘d to hast' betm withdrawn : — 

53. Ihc Hon ble Kai Hadha (diaran Pal Hahadnr to move that for 
the words “ (ive years ” in line 3 of clause 4 (7) (//?) the words “ three 
years " be substituted. 

r»:;A. The ll 1)11 lilt' M iiliai a jiK I III ra j.'i IViliailiir ol lliirilwaii niovoil tliai 
tho woi'ils •• wliioli lias not expircil on dial dato ” in lines 1 and .'') of clause 
H I ) ! lii) lie oinitled. 


He said 

•• My LorJ, on furilnM* examination of this claust' wt' havt^ arrive i at tb(‘ 
conclusion that cis^s are not likely to arise afti'i* th(‘ com nKuicenient of this 
Act ;rher I'lore 1 bee- to move that llu' words* vvhi(‘h has not. exjiiied on that 
tlate in lines 4 and o of el inse 4 /) [tii) be omitted.” 

Th(‘ tnotion was then put and agreed to. 

.')4. 1 he Hon bh* Mr. I\ (\ Mitter inove<l that the following be 

added at the end of clause 4 (7) (Hi), viz. 

(?/*) to the rent j)ayab]e under any lease or agreement to lease 
for a period of 5 years or more, j)rovi<led the terms embodied 
in such lease or agreement to lease are (*ertified by the Pontrolier 
to be just and fair ”. 


He said : — 

“My Lord, th(*n' an' two safeguirds — first of all tin* safeguard 
about the eerlilicate of t[u3 Controller that tlm rent is jtist and fair and 
the 8(‘cond safeguard is that tin* n‘nt must In, agrfM'd to both by the 
landlord and tin* tenant. It very often hap[>enH timt a t(‘nant likes to have a 
longer lease* than tliree years and from that point of \ iew In; is willing to 
enter into a five years’ lease on certain terms and conditions which In' dcM-ins 
to he fair. The Act. as it stands, dtx;K not provide for such a h;ase, and 
I move for this snh-(*lause as an additional proviso in the interest of the larnl- 
lord as also of tin* tenant. Let fre^fidoin of contract he curtailed where the 
princi})le ()f the Act demands it, but where the principle of the A(;t not 

demand it. freedom of contract ought to be respectful specially when the 
agreement will he certified as just and fair by the Oontrolh^r. Ii/thf* rnuffasal 
in the case of ryots, the provisions of the law is that a compromise cortifniil 
by a court or a Settlement Office is accepted, aiid I do not undt;rstaud 
why the better educated city population should not have tfie same fr(‘ 43 <lom.” 
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The Hon’ble NTr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said 

“ 1 this aiii(‘.n(lnu‘iit on tin* ^romid that landlords might try to 

taki* (>nt agroonKUits from th(dr tonants vvhicli will not be benehciaL to th(‘. 
int(‘r(*-st8 of the tenants themselves. 1 lail to und(;rstand why an amendment 
mov(M] by Raja lirishikesh Laha was ace(5])ted by (government while a similar 
on(‘ moved hy me was r(\ject(‘d. The sal<‘gtiard i)onit(al out i>y Mr. Mitler is 
not of miieh value, as 1 think the (/ontrolhu* will have- great diilieulty in 
coming to a caaiclusion as to what should b(> a lair lamt Ixmause l)()th tht‘ 
landloiNls and tcmants will bring forward experts — crngirn'ers, surveyors, 
valuers, (‘te. — in support of their contention, as to what should bt' tin* fair 
nmt. I do not think it will btj in the inUjrest ot the tenant to acc(‘pt this 
aiiKUidnient 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said 

“My Lord, the hon’bh^ mover is anxious to add to tln^ list of <‘XC('ptions 
covered by (‘laus(, 4 and to bring into that list cases of haises or agre-mnents to 
h^as("s for 5 yi'ars or more, provahul that tlie (’ontrolb'r certifies the terms lo 
be just and lair. Tht^ amendnnnit has tin- same ol)j(‘ct as many othm* ainend- 
mmits, naimdy, tf) get rid of th(‘ simph* and automat’c working of standard 
veui under (dause 2 (/). !o set up anotln'r eritei-ion, and to add to tht‘ duties 
and responsiliilitios of tin* (aintroller wliudi ar(' aliHMdv sufliciently onerous. 
1 hav(‘ alnuidy explaimul that in framing tin' 15:11 it was I ho int eiition of 
(foveriimmit to rv\y on standard rent, in the g(m(‘ralil>' of casi's and to allow 
tl)(^ (h)ntrolhn- to come in and vary the standard rmil only in ('xeej)l ional cast s. 
It, is not tdit' inti'iition of (iov(*rnTn(‘nt that tin' (h)ntr('lh'r should b(' a kind ol 
court to fix fair rmits. This ammidimmt would ovin'wln'lm tlni ('ontroller 
with work and the setlleimmt of nunnn'ous (;as(‘S involving dillieult (pie^lions 
of valuation, io which 1 hav(^ ladern'd in la^jilying to a ])revious anHuidinmit of 
Rai Radha (Jharan Pal Bahadur. 1 havi‘ alin^ady (‘Xplained the diilieulty of 
iixing a fair rent under the al)normal (a)nditions whi(*h ar(‘ now ])r(‘vailing dm' 
to t in* land boom, artilieially inflated pricers and prolileering. It is trin*, and 
1 hav(' no doubt t hat tin' lIon’bl(‘ Mr. Milter will lauiiind mo of it , t hat such 
(pK'stions are liktdy to aiis(‘ whmi the Controller fixes laml under tln^ first 
jiroviso of 'dause I5f 2), l)Ut (lovoumment fee*! that tin' eas(‘s in which lu' slnaild 
hav(‘ to go into su(di matters should be limit (‘d and tlu‘y ai t' op] ostal to their 
('Xjiansion. 

And I cannot help thinking that in jiractici^ thest> landlords who are 
unscrupulous and unprincipled and who hav(' the tenant at their mercy might 
tak(‘ advantage of the provision proposi'd in this amendimmt to refuse t.o give 
h'asi'S except for long pericKls at a highly mihaiKu'd rent and might force 
tenants to agree to unjust terms which the Controller might not la^ able to 
detei't. owing to suppn'ssion or concealment of relevant facts. For these 
reasons I am unable to accept tln^ auumdment.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

My lionl, I have followed tin' observat ions of Mr. Ashraf Ali and 
i\Ir. 0’Mall(‘y and I fail to understand why the addition suggested by 
Mr. Milter should be oppos(ML As far as T have followi'd Mr. Ashraf Ali, 
I understand that he is afraid that th(‘ tenant will be oppressed by the landlord 
and, as far as f have been able to follow Mr. O'Malley, he is genei'ally of the 
sanu‘ opinion. Further he says that it will burden the Controller witli a large 
amountof work. With nTerence to that observation I would say first that 
the proposal is that the agretuneni should be made in the presemeo of the 
(controller, ,and if the tenant does not like the agreement, he may not come to 
the CbntrolhT and the agreement will not be made at all. Tlien again my 

f 4^ 4^1 I rl l\o rrlnrt i r\ rricif tx f«nili*c. nf lO xrAQVH. 
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learie whereas the Act onl}’ ^ives him a tenure of 3 years. I do nor under- 
stand wliy should the lei^islalure prevent liini from taking advantage of tlu> 
existing law. Then^ is always a suspicion in the iniinl of (lovt'rnimmt and in 
the minds of some llon’hlc* Meinhers that rapacious and unscrupulous landlords 
will swallow up the innocent tenant (as if so innoccmt that h(M‘annot say \v<’8 
or no ). My Lord, I am sorry that this should l)e the frame of mind of L’overn- 
ment in a mattiM* of this kind. If a tenant likes to mak(‘ an agn'eim'iit with 
a house-owm‘r in I lie presenca* of the dontrolhn* and if tin* Lontrollm* is 
.«2atislied that the terms are perf(‘ctly fair and just, he may grant the tei’ms. 

^ ou say the ( 'ontrolh'r will he oviM'-luirdtuuMl with work, hut tinm why put 
both the landlords and tenants in his hands ; they do not ask for it.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

“Opposition to a motion liko^ this makes one dispair of tln^ ultimali^ 
solution of tli(^ housing prohlem. M} friend Mr. Ashraf Ali has oppos(‘d it 
with th(‘ h('sl of motivt^s, hut perhaps he <loes not know tin* stale of things in 
('alcutta as 1 do, he(‘aii8(^ 1 hav(' lived her(‘ mmdi longer and I know th(' eily 
much iu4t(n* than he does. In l.ln^ canirse of last yt'ar or so hundrfnls of hons(‘H 
hav(' (!hang(Ml hands in favour of uudesirahh* landlords. 'rhes(' n(‘w land- 
lords hav(‘ actjuiied those hous(^s from bnm^ Jidf landlords, who weriMiot 
ra[)aei<-us landlords, hut who .ou*e anxjous lo promote good-wdi h(*tw(um 
themselves and their tenants. 'rin*s<‘ houses have passcnl into t.h(‘ hands 
of speculators. At pr(‘st*nt in spit(* of tlu' Ilent Act longl(‘aH(*s ai*e in 
eont emplataon, transfm's are tak ing pla<‘(* and on muiiiii'y fi'om my Ihunhay 
frimids 1 h'arn that in Hoinljay prie(*s of hoiiS(‘s hav(' uoiu' up vm’y 
coiisiderahly. d'heiadore I say in whatev(‘r w.iy you may frann^ your 
Ktmt Act, the dishoiK'st landlord will not care for it. Mr. O'.Malh'y who is so 
anxious about ])i-o| ('ct itig t,h(‘ t(‘nan( , tin* t (Uiant, wlio even in ( In' pia'Siuua* of 
the (h)nlrollei* will not he able t<> |)roteet himsell, will p('iha|)s auswtu* me 
win'll 1 ask him the following (piesrion — Suppose a landlord ainl a truiant 
(‘ntt'r into a conti’act lo pay IL. iN), (){)(), as honus after the (‘Xf)irv of tin* Act, 
how is this Act going to prc'vent it? Supjiose a t(*natit agrtM's to pay in 
Ks. 0,000, as dcjiosit without int(‘r(‘st, how is this Act going to pri'xeiit that, ? 
So long as We have got more* t enani s t han houses any amount of legislation 
will lie unavailing. dOien, what should h(‘ our object ? Our oliji'cl should lx* 
to S('cure non-rapaciouH landlords, not to incrcasi* tin? numlx'r of dishonest 
landlords hut to keep as many honest landlords as ]»o>sihle If we do not 
allow^ thing.-> to Ix' doin* m this way we fonn* dishom^st landlords to do things 
in an underhand wav. No doubt hom'St landlords wdl not stoop I o umierhaud 
means, and tin' result will lx* that at tlie en i of 2 or 3 yisais w(' will requir'(* 
another Act hecaust' we wall then find that h'W houses liavf* Ix'cn built and 
the situation ma^h* wnx-s *. Howan'er I hav(' <lone my duty and presse<l my 
point heia*, and it is a pity if thrise who are anxious to safeguard tin* interi'St 
of tin* tenant throw* awuiy ev(;ry suggi^stioig however wa*ll intentioiied it 
may he, wit hoiit invest igating facts. Ihopethat in this instama; those wdio, 
either from shortiiess of time or dm* to the insistence in tin* public, press for 
some nn^asurc' of this kind, have not been able to pay suflituemt attention to 
this measure*, should eonsi(h*r this point car(*TuIly (not mer(*ly with suspicion) 
with a view* to saieguarding the object of the Act and to prot(*et honest land- 
lorus and honest tenants.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“ The next amendment which stands in my name is practicially the samfi as 
the present one, so I shall say only a few^ w'onls with retiwence to this amend- 
ment. My amendment simply means upholding the freedom of contract. 
I think it will he admitted that this Bill has been introduc(3d in the interest of 
the tenant class, Imt I am very much doubtful if it will serve that purpose 
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if 8iieh a claiiBe an that Ruggestod by me iw not inserted. I will cite one or 
two instances sliowin^^ how it will prejudice the interest of the tenants. 
Your Lordship is probably aware that iniifassal people come to Calcutta 
eith(;r for tn'atment or to marr^’ their daughters or for any other special 
reason only to stay here for 2 or 3 months. According to the present Hill, 
a landlord will not l)(» able lo charge anything mor(> than the standard rent, 
but a man who coTnos for treatment for 2 or 3 montlis is prepared to pay a 
larger amount than an ordinary tenant. Wliat will l)e th(‘ fate of this would- 
be tenant if the landlord does not let out tin; house to him? He will probably 
have to go back to his home and then^ either dit^ or undergo such treat- 
ment as may be pr)SHibl(‘ there.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pai Bahadur said 

“ Is the Hoidble Member speaking on the motion which stands in the 
name of tie'- Hon’ble Mr. Mittor?” 


The President said 

‘‘ The amendment standing in the name of the H^n’bleBabu Surendra 
Nath Ray is approximat(dy th(‘ sanu^ as the one now before th (3 (Jouncil. We 
cannot have two discussions on tln^ same subject and therefore the Hon’ble 
Member should make his sj eech now.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray continuing said:-- 

‘‘It is well known that in (Calcutta during the cold weather houses are 
lei- out at a higluM* rent than in the months of July and August or in tlio 
months of May and .June. According to the pn^sent Ihll, a man who comes 
to stay in Calcutta for three y(Uirs will pay the sanu' rimt as a man who will 
stay for a cou]:)l(^ of months or so, but is it fair ? Tlnoad'ore I suggest 
that in order to remove this inequality of treatment the landlords and the 
tenants may b(‘ allowed to enter into sonu' sort of agreement wdiich is fair 
to both parti(^8. And if the Contiolbu* is also satisfii'd that t]j(^ terms of 
the agreement are fair and just I do not see any reason why sucdi an agree- 
ment should not be allow(^d.” 


The motion being put a division was taken with the following result : — 


Ayes — IS. 


Noes — IG. 


The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakra- 
^butty. 

,, ,, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 

Bay. 

„ „ Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray 

Chuudhuri. 

„ „ Rai Debender (’blinder OhoRe 

Bahadur. 

„ „ Kai Kadha Charan Pa) 

Bahadur. 

,, „ Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

„ ,, Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

„ „ Raja HriBhikesh Laha, 

C.I.E. 

„ ,, Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chau- 

dhiiri. 

,, ,, Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

„ „ „ P. C. Mitter, c.i.E. 

„ „ „ W. H. H. Arden-Wood, 

C.I.E. 

„ „ Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhi- 

kari, Kt., K.C.I.E. 

„ ,, Babu Sib Narayan Mu- 

kharji. 

„ „ Mr. W. H. Phelps. 

„ „ „ R. M. Watson-Smyth. 

,, „ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

„ n »» Kishori Mohan Chau- 
dhuri. 


The Hon’ble 




n 

n 

n n 

»» 

« »» 
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Sir Henry Wheeler, K.C.I.E. 
C.S.T. 

Mr. J. G, Gumming, C.S.I., 
C.I.E, 

Sir Bijay Chand Mahtab, 
K.C.S.I., K.C.I.E., I.O.M., 

Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 
of Burdwan. 

Mr. H. L. Stephenson, c.s.i., 
C I E 

Mr. W. W. Hornell, C.I.E. 

Sir C. J. Stevenson-Moore, 
K.C.I.E., C.V.O. 

Mr. S. W. Goode. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amin- 
ul-Islam. 

Major-General W. H. B. 
Robinson, C.B., l.M.S. 

Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

„ Gumer. 

„ L. S. S. O’Malley, C.I.E. 

„ M. C. McAlpin. 

„ A. Marr. 

„ F. A. A. Cowley, CM.K. 

„ G. N. Roy. 
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The following ineinhers were absent : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. 11. Dntt. 
n n Babu i\Iah(njdra N'alli Kay (M.k. 

,, ., Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, ,, Kai Sri Natli Ray Bahadur. 

,, ,, lhabu BhalxMidra (diandra Bay. 

V ,, Ih*. Abdulla-al-Maniiin Suhrawardy. 

,, ,, Maulvi A bill KasiMii. 

„ „ „ A. K. Kazl-ul-lfaq. 

,, .. Mr. Ainiiiiir Ibahinan. 

,, ,, ,, Hiiidlev. 

V V Nawab Bahadur of Miirshi<labad, Ainir-ul-Oinrali, 

K.C.S.I., K.c.v.o. 

,, ,, Sir Rajendra Nath Alookei jtn*, K.i.i.E. 

,, ,, Ml. (i. A. llaylry. 

1 « 11 . T. J laNeis, 

,, ,. (Jai heart. 

,1 1 , ,, Bickford. 

,1 Khan Sahib Anian Ali. 

1 , Bai Mahcndra (diandra Milra Bahadur. 

Till* AycvS bt'iiig 18 and the Noes 10. tin* niolion was (*arried. 


The President said 

‘‘ It is no lonti'cr n(‘ee^saiy to put am(‘ndnieiit N(> o.a Ixd’orc tin* (^)unciI. 
It is covered by the di'insion on the pri'vioiis aiiii'iidinent 

The followintr motion was th(‘n deemed to have lK‘eii wilh<lrawn : — 

55 Tlio Iloii’ble Ihibii Snreiidra Nath Ray to move that after clause 
4 (7) (///) the following be inserted, viz : — 

provided also tliat a landlord and a tenant may enter into a 
lease on any terms as tx) rent wlien lioth the landlord and the 
tenant make a declaration before a (Vwitroller that special 
reasons exist for the contract or where the ( 'on t roller con- 
siders that the terms are fair and ju.st 


56. The Ilon’blc Bai Badha Charan I'al Bahadur moved tliat at 
the end of clause 4 (i) {Hi) the following be added, viz : — 

“ {ir) U^ the rent [layable under any lea.se for more than three 
years entered into after the commencement of this Act; 

(r) to the rent payable by a tenant for a specific period less than a 
year ; 

(ri) to the rent payable by a person jiaying an annual income tax 
of Rs. 500 and ii{)ward : 

(rii) to any rent agreed to be paid by a new tenant after the pre- 
vious tenant had voluntarily vacated ”. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, I would only move [v) ami omit the rest, that is to say, I 
would move that at the end of clause 4(2) [vi the words ‘to the rent 
payable by a tenant for a specific period less than a year’ lie added. 

] will simply explain what my object is in moving this amendment. 
My Lord, after this Act is passed, t.hc standard rent will apply to the tenant 
who will occupy the house at least for the term of this Act, viz., three years. 

' 9 A 
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Rai Dehender Chunder Gkose Bahadur ; Babu Akhil Chandra Datta ; 

Mr. Phelps; Mr. Ashraf All Khan Chaudhuri. 

Now niy Lord, there are eases where a house falls vacant sonHone coiik'S for 
th(^ purpose of wedding or for the purpose of treatment or during the cold 
weatlicr season to stay for two or three months only. I thiiiK, it will he 
admitted, that he ought not to get the saim^ treatiinnit as regards rent as a 
tenant wlio will take tin? house for three years, because the landlord will 
liav(? to incur a lot of expenditure in repairs, white-washing, etc., when it is 
va(;at(id after thi'oe months by the tenant. I, tlieiadore, sunihit that such 
temporary tenants should be allowed to make their own arrangeinmits with 
the landlords. It has nothing to do with squeezing tin' tenant, and T think 
(loverninmit will S(?e th(‘ reasonableness of my proposal and accept it.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said:— 

“My Lord, 1 have great pleasure in supporting tin? amendment of my 
hon’bh? friend. Those who own hoiiS( s in Calcutla will understand that it 
is v(‘ry und(?sirable to h?t <Hit a honS(? for two or thiee months and if you take? 
thestandard lent only, tin* landlord will l)e put to veiy gi’eat ('Xpense and loss. 
'rii(?r(‘. is also tin? risk of tin; house lying vacant, and in t his coniU'ction 1 would 
roler laj a sp(‘eihc. matter. His Royal 1 lighin'ss the Prinei' of Wales will ’oe 
(unning to (kileutta in the n(?xt cold season, and on that occasion man\ 
iM'rsons will visit (kdeiitta to meet His llighiK'Ss. Assuming that sonn^ of 
tlunn are Rulers of Stat(?s, Governnumt lias got only oih' giiest-hoiisi^ at Ali])ore 
for tliem, and it will have to bin' other houses for tln'in. If the fraiiK'rs of 
th(‘ Rill think 1 hat owners will let out their hoiiS(‘S on standard rinit foi- a 
short ])eriod only, tin* result will la* that iandhads will lefimi' to l(*t out tlieir 
hous('S unl(?ss tlu'y are taken for at hnist tliia?!^ or li\’e yt*ars, and tin* visitors 
will b(? init t.o inconvenience and tin* responsibility will he witli tin* Govern- 
m(?nt. is it pr(*t('nd(‘d that thes(? Ruling ( 'hit'ls will be distrc'ss(*d tt*nants 
who could not pay? Rents for a limit(*d pi'iiod have* always b(*i‘n higln*r than 
normal.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

This is a provision which is intended to b(* used against mufussal 
p(‘()ph‘ and cause them incon venieiKH*. Although a mulassalitt*, stdl 1 see 
much force? in the argiinu'id advanci'd by tin* hon'bh* mov<?r, and though 
I do not agn?e wit h all his argunit?nts, and although 1 do not. live within the 
pr(‘cincts of the Maharatta ditch, 1 b(?g to support this am(?ndm(*nl, ami will 
vot(? for it.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said 

“ I am going to give myself the luxury of voting with the Rai Rahadur, 
and for these reasons. I understand that lie is now moving {v) and omitting 
{id) {vi) and {vii)^ and 1 have much pleasure in supporting him. I happen to 
know SOUK? of the diiliculties t hat beset landlords in Calcutta in this particular 
resp(*(;t, inasmuch as som('tim(?s a person will come and (?ngage a house for 
a short pi*riol, for instance, during some festiviti(?s or for a wedding or some- 
thing of t hat sort, and the party is p('rfectly willing to j)ay double because 
he wants sonu? extra decorations, or perhaps his habits are entirely different 
to th(' habits of tin? usual occupants of the flat or house, and they introduce 
other undesirable features, and when the tenants vacate, the landlord is put 
to considerable expense again to bring it back to a normal state. Therefore 
1 have much jdeasure in supporting the Rai Bahadur.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf All Khan Chaudhuri said 

“My Lord, I oppose this amendment with all the emphasis I can 
command. T do not think my Hon’ble friend has understood the situation. 
This arnemlment is designed to cut the whole ground from under the Bill- 
Jf this is accepted (he whole effect of the Rent Bill will be null and void. 
My Lord, We have heard much about unscrupulous landlords trying to 
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Mahamjadhtraja Bahadur of Bur d wan ; Mr, P. C, Mitter, 

extract Rome a.o:i*eement from the tenant. If this amendment is aeet'ptivl, no 
landlord would t^iv^e a lease ol any house for more t han a vt'ar or for nioro llian 
6 months, and he will renew tht* Ifase evt'ry six inontlis aflei' t hat. How 
are you goinof to check that ? If a ttmant (‘oiiu^s and wants to enttu* into a 
lease for 3 years, the landlord wdl certainly refuse to him a huist* for 
more than six mo irhs. H<‘ will say that he wants the house* for his own 
residence, or ior a weddmi^ in his family aft<*r six months or so, and after six 
mouths h<^ Will say tlia*^ tin' marriapce has liec'ii jiostpiiiHMl or put forward 
other excuses. You canmU cheek all this if wt* accept this amt'ndmtml. We 
are leally trying to stop jirofiteerimj:. W(* do not want lar/?t* hotels lik»' tin* 
Grand Hotel or the Gr(‘at Kasttnui Hot(*l to fix their tariff at l(s. Gt) a day. 
Perhaps in futun^ I myself wlitui I come to Calcutta may have to livt* in a 
hotel, and the Government of lh*ngal will not ^dve me more than Ks. 10 a 
day. The idea is that we must stop profiti'crin^ when'VU'r found in this 
respect. Tlierefore 1 oppose this aiiKuitment.” 

The Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said : — 

“ My Lord, I hojie that I will not he misunderstocxl if I say rdiat an 
amendment like* this is wholly unjustifiahle. On In'half of ( o>vt‘rnm(‘nt I 
must o|)]>osi* it V{M*y stron^dy. In the first placi*. it. will not oidy a 

loophole to landlords, no' to li'ase out tliiur hous(‘s for lon^ periods, and 
thond»y nialo* a ju'ofii in tlie cold we.illn;r rents, hut it will also, in that V(*ry 
sense, makf* the housin^f [)rohl(‘m in (halciilta all the more acute, d'he hon’hle 
mover hint- a])p(‘ars like an inno(<*nt lamh ; In' knows nolhine'. He is very 
anxious to provile lor tin* poor patu’iit, and also at the same I init* for a man 
who wants to (ionu' to (hdiuitta to havi* a jjfooil tinn* and a sj r< e. hut In* 
wants that t lu‘y should lie made to pay more than tin* ordinary lellow, hut I 
think it min t hi* home in mind that if we wm-e to intro Iikm' a elausi* of t his 
kind lien*, we would he (h*feat.in^ tdie v(*rv object of the Ihll. 1 am afraid 
Mr. Pheli )s lias not been able to ^rasj) tin* Situation. be(*ause wi* would be 
t'lieouraeMii^ the landloi'ds — under this (*lauHtn In* tenant will not he abh* to 
re.coV(*r any exc; ‘Ss — not to l(*t out their hous(‘s for a lonp [>(>ri(Hi. I do not 
think that that is very d(‘sirahle. I am p(*rrectly ci*rtain that if this amend- 
ment which looks Very innocent now weia* acet*pti<d next cold w»*atln‘r in 
connection with tin* Prince of Wah*s’ visit a ^reat dt al of profit eernn^ vvill 
^o on. 1 am very sorry Mr Phelps has not coiisidere<i this point of view. 
On Indialf of GoV(*rnmeiit 1 must. stroiijL^ly opposes this ann'iidment.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

“ My Lord, 1 am afraid I have not yet made up my mind as to which 
side to vote. In tin* first plac(', the Act has hc'eii so fraiin*d that, if in f h(i 
next cold W(‘.ather a man in actual occupation subh ts his flat at Us. LhOOO a 
month the Act cannot touch him, so that j)rofit(‘erin^ wlnhdi it is the intention 
of the Act to stop will not stop. I have pointed in the Seh;et ('ommittfie and 
1 think it my diit}' to point it out in (Council that profitt^erin^^ cannot he 
Rtoj)p(*d in this way, and that for a V(*ry short and simple njason If (here* 
is more demand than supply you cannof stop profit<?erin^r ■ ho that it is a 
question of choice h(*tw(*f*n the owner of the prop(*rty and the man in actual 
rccupation as to who sh(‘uld fake ail vantage and profiteer. If I am a ti.iiaiii 
in (K;oui)ation I oan go ami live in a room olaewhoro ami miblot my flat for 
Ks. 1,500 wliicli I took from tho original landlord at its. 250 a month. This 
is an aspect of the queation which I have got to consider before 1 make up 
my mind as to which sido to vote. There is another aspect of rhe question 
to be considered also. P'or pond fide purposes it is necessary for many 
mufassal people to come to Calcutta for a short time ; if the landlord gets 
the same rent for a six months’ lease or a three months’ lease as lie will 
get. say, for a throe years’ lease it is absolutely clear that he will not 
let it out on a three or a s-x months’ lease, so it will bo dillicult for ■ 
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Mr, O'Malley; Rat liadha Charaii Fal Bahadur; The President, 

mufiiHHal men to come liero and get Iioukos for a short time. How will 
they solve the problem ^ They will go and bribe the man in occupation. 
T am afraid tlie argument of tin* Hon’ble Maharnjadhiraja Bahadur of 
]5urdwan is not quite sound. If wo get this class of tenant,* the landlords 
will be al)le to get rid ol the good effects of the Act so far as its good eflfects 
p), l)ut my own view is that the good effects of this Act will bo very little. If 
it w(M*e possible for us to give at least one month for the consideration of 
t h:s problem instead of following tlui example of Bombay and Rangoon, we 
might have obtained a bettin* Act. Whether this amendment is accej^ted or 
not, miserupulous landlords will drive their coach-aiid-four through the Act.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said 

“ My Lord, 1 would just like to point out one particular point which has 
not betm rebn-rcid to by pr(‘.vious speakers. I understand there is consider- 
able dangin* that if this ammulment is accepted, it will be pratitically impossible 
to work tlie s(‘ctioii rtderring to hostels, boarding-houses and lodging-houses 
in which tin; majorily ol the residtmts are not tenants for the whole year. 
This is a point that I wish to draw to the attention of tin; Council.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said : — 

“ My Lord, witdi relertnuM; to the oliservations that have falbm from the 
Ilon’bic M(nnber-in-(;harg(^ of the Bill aiul from Mr. O’Malh^y I want to say 
one tiling, and that is that in ord(*r tosi^cure the h()n<i fide of a I ransacdhon, I 
would ask Your Lxc(dlency’s p(‘rinission to add the words Svith the coiiSfuit of 
tlii^ Coiitrolhn*’, as 1 hav(^ Inam advist'd on this sid(‘ of t h(‘ House, but 1 c.innot 
doKo without the jKU’mission of your Kxcm'I h'lujy. It is known very wcdl 
that whateven’ (!om('s (rom this side of th(‘- housi^ is lookfM.l u; on with suspicion, 
but one thing I am sun‘ of, and that is that in the coming cold weather 
although the landlords will not mak(‘ any profit, the tenant will manage to let 
out his hous(‘ at a consideralde profit. No (Controller will be. able to (dieck it. 
Thend'ori' I want to juit in these additional w^ords. It will be a (du'ck on the 
landlords and a ch(‘(tk on the temants. Then as regards hotels and siudi 
otlim* placi's I think tin' Controller will b(' able, in tln^ next col I weather 
S('as()n, to fix tlu' tariff wlnddi he considers reasonable. There will l)e no 
ditti(*ulty on that score, ddierefore 1 earnt‘Stly b(‘g (iov('rnnHmt to consider 
whet Inn- th(‘y will not accept this amondimmt and let the landlords recover 
something towards r(q)airs and vacancy, ddiere is no provision al>out that 
in the Act, and tlunadore 1 pray that short-time tenants should not be allowed 
the benefits of this Act.” 

The President said 

“ Btd’ore pul ting this amendment to the Council. I have to point out 
that (iov(‘rnni(mt as at present advised are of opinion that if this amendment 
is (aimed it will undermine the whole principle ol the Rent Bill, and assuming 
that, ami in th^ event of this amendment being carried, (Government will 
have to adjourn and recennsider their position with regard to the provisions of 
the Bill.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, have 1 your permission to add those few words to my 
original amendment ?” 

The President said 

1 cannot undertake to consider a large amendment of this kind on the 
spur of the moment, ddie HoiBble Member ought to have thought of that 
before he handed in his amendment.” 
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The motion was then put and a division was takiMi wdrh the following’ 
result : — 


Ayes — 9, 

The Hon’ble Habii Sarnt Chandra ( hakra- 

X»cs — 

The Hon’ble Sir H<‘nrv Wheeler, K.C.I.K., 

»» 


butty. 

Babu Brajeiidra Ki.shor Hay 


C.s.l. 

Mr. J. (i. Cummin^;, C.s.r., 



Chaudhuri. 

Rai Debender Chnndi'r 


C.I.E. 

„ Sir Bijay (diand MahRil), 

11 

” 

Ghose Bahadur. 

Rai Radlia Charan Fal 

Bahadur. 

Babu Surendra Nath Hay. 


K.C.S.I., K.C.T.K., I.O.M., 

Maharaja<lhiriij{i ralnulur 

of Burdwan. 

,, Mr. H. L. SttMtljeuHon, (\s.j., 

n 

It 

” 

Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

Sir D(iba Prasad Sarbadliikari, 


C.I.E. 

„ Mr. W. W. Horiudl, C.I.E. 

t1 

»t 

t1 

tt 

Kt., C.I.E. 

I'abu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

Mr. P. 0. Mitter, C.I.E. 


,, Sir (’. J. Ste\ t*nson-Moore, 

K.C.I.E., (W.o. 

„ Mr. S. W. Goode. 


Khun Hahieldr IMaulvi Amiii- 


ul-lHlain. 

Major- (nuu^riil Vv'. H. H. 
KohinHoii, (^n., I.M.S. 

Mr. F. J. Nfonahan. 

Mr. W. H. U. Ar.lon-Wood, 
C.l.K. 

Mr. (iiirner. 

1 abu Kiahori Mohan ('han- 
(ih tin. 

Mr. L. S. S, 0'Mall(‘v, CM.n. 

Mr. M. (’. McAlpin.* 

Mr. A. Marr. 

Mr. F. A. A. ('o\vl«‘y, c.i K. 

.N r. (i. N. Rov. 

Mr. W. II Pholps. 

Mr. R. M. WatHon-SinyU). 

Mr. Anbraf Ali Khan ^’han- 
(llinri. 

Mr Arun (’handra Sin^dia. 


The following m uniters wove ahseiit : — 

The Hon’hle Mr. K. IP Diit.t 
,, ,, l^altii Malinndra Nath Ray, c.i.E. 

Mr. Altai' All. 

,, .. Rni Sri Natli Ray IPaliadur. 

lialtu Hhahfuidra Chainlra Ray. 

., Dr. Ahdulla-al-Maiinin Sulirawardy. 

,, ,, Mauivi Altul ivas(un. 

,, Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ul-llag. 

,, ,, Mr. Aininur IPaliinaii. 

,, ,, Mr. Hindley. 

,, ,, Nawal) Baha<lur f)f Murshi<lal)ad, Ainir'-ui-()niral», 

K.(’.S.l., K.C.V.O. 

,, ,, Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k (M.k. 

„ Rahil Shiv Narayan Mukharji. 

,, Mr. O. A. Bayley. 

,, „ Mr. W. L. T ravers. 

,, ,, Mr. Cathcart. 

,, ,, Mr. Pickford. 

,, .. Raja Hrishikesh Lalia, c.i.e. 

„ ,, Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra liahadur. 

Kumar Shib Sekhnreswar Ray. 

,, Khan Sahih Aman Ali. 


The Ayes being 9 and the Noes 22, the motion was lost 
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Hai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur oj Burdwan. 

Clause 5. 


o7. The Ilon’l^lo Maulvi A. K. FazTul-Haq was to liave moved that for 
the figures JiUI) ” in line 2 of elaiiHc? 5, the figures 9L6 ” be substituted. 

The Hori’ble Member being aljsent, the motion was deemed to have been 
withdrawn. 


58. The Hoirble l{ai Kadha ('haran Pal Ifahadur moved tliat the 
words “ decorations or ’’ in line 5 of clause 5 l)e omitted. 


He said : — 

‘‘My Lord, my object in moving this amendment is this; In this 
clause the amount spent on deeornlions is excluded from th(‘ cost ol building 
and rebuilding and therefon* 1 think the words ‘ decorations or ’ should be 
omitted because deeorand)nH in these; days cost a good deal of money and they 
should he cal(uilated in determining the cost.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said:— 

‘‘My 1 iOrd, tlie amendment seems simple enough, but there are different 
kinds of de(;oratioiis, and considt^ing tlie w^ay that I feel that thes(^ innocent 
lambs of tenaids are going to fare at the hamls of honest landlords like the 
Hai Bahadur, 1 am not ])repared to accept tin; amendment.” 

The motion was th(‘n put and lost. 


59. Th(‘ llon’ble Kai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur nioV(‘(i that for 
the words “ he may apply to the C/ontroller to alter the standard rent ”, 
in lines 5 and G of clause 5 the following be substituted, viz — 

” he may charge such increase of rent as may be agreed upon bet- 
ween himself and the tenant, or in the cJise of dispute or 
difference such iri(;rease of rent as the Controller may 
determine ”. 

He said : — 

‘‘My Lord, th(‘ clause 5 runs thus — ‘where the landlord has, since the 
1st day of April. 1919, incurri'd, or during th(' continuanee of this A(*t, incurs 
expenditurti on tin; improvennmt or structural alteiation of any premises (not 
including (^xi)enditiin' on decoralions or necessary repaii s), he may apj ly to 
the C^)ntro]ler to altcu* the standard rent.’ 1 may point out that in the 
English and in the Bombay Act is not necessary to apply to the Controller 
to alt(U’ the standard rent, 'f’he standard rent is settled betw('en the landlord 
and tenant on the basis that it should not exceed more than 10 per cent. 
If this am(;ndment is accejd.ed, it will not burden the Controller, on the 
contrary it will save him a lot of unnecessary work which will otherwise be 
thrown upon him. As far as 1 know both the English Act and the Bombay 
Act do not burden the Controller.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, this also cuts at the principle of the Bill and it will bring in 
all sorts of questions between the tenant and the landlord, and it will also 
burden the (’ontroller to find out what those charges are. For these reasons 
I am unable to accept the amendment,” 

The motion was then put and lost. 
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60. The Hon’l)le Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq was to have moved that 

ifter the words “ previous terms ’ in line 4 of elaust* 6 (7) the words “ hut 

not otherwise” be inserted. 

61. The Hon'ble Maulvi A. K. FazI-uMIaq was to have moved that 

daiise 6 (2) be omitteil. 

The Hon’ble Member bt‘ing absent, motions Nos. 60 and 61 wen* deemed 
o have been withdrawn. 

The following moticni was, by leave of the Presidimt, witlulrawn : — 

62. The Hon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that at the 
md of clause 6 (2) the followdug be added, viz: — 

“Provided that tin' payment by ilie ttmant of ratt'S. taxes or otluT 
impositions pavable by the occupier of any premises under the 

f )rovisions of tlie Calcutta Municipal Act or any other hw 
or the time being in forc“e, shall not, for the pur])oses of this 

section, be deemed to be an alteration of the terms of tlie ten- 

ancy so as to eonstitute an increase of rent 


Clause 7. 

63. Tlie Ilon'ble A. K. Fazl-ul-llaq waste have moved that foi’ (daust' 
r, tlu‘ following 1 m‘ subst it 111 ed, viz : — 

“7 (1) It shall be open to the landlord or the tenant to apply to the 
Controller to revise the municijial valuation, municipal rates and taxes of 
iremises owned or occujued by him tis the ^‘ase may be, on the basis of the 
^tamlard rent. 

The Controller shall give due notice to the landlord if the applica- 
don is bv the tenant, or to the tenant if the application is by the landlord, 
ind in either case to the Municijialitv or Municipal C(«r}>orat ion concerned, 
jf his intention to hear all jiarties concerned on a date to be specitied by him. 

i'J) The (Vmtroller shall tlien hear all [larties and, making such 
inquiries and investigations as may l>e necessar\ , settle the valuation, the 
rates and taxes in respect of the premi.ses. 

(4) ddie Controller shall have power to reduce or increase the inunici- 
[lal rates or taxes with respect to any premises, and noth withstanding any- 
Lhiiig contained in the Calcutta Municij)al Act, 189h, or tlie Bengal Muni- 
cipal Act. 1884, such reduction or increase shall be binding on the tkirpora- 
don or Municijiality coru*erned as well as on the landlord and tenant, and 
iny amount in excess of the rates and taxes fixed by the Controller sliall lie 
irrecoverable 'd 

Tile lion ble‘ Member b<nng absent, tlie moti<m was deeme<J to have biam 
withdrawn. 


64. The Hon Ide J5al)u Suremli'a Nath Kay moved that for clause 7 
the following be substituted, viz. — 

* Where tlie landlord pays any municipal rates or taxes in respect 
of any premises he may by a notice in writing to the tenant 
increase the standard rent proportionately to the increase in 
the amount for the time being payable by the landlord in respect 
of such rates or taxes over the amount jiaid during the period 
of assessment which included the first day of April, 1919 'd 

10 
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Mr. Gurner. 


He Haid : — 

“ My Lord, it appears that if the Municipality raises the tax of any 
holding in respect of which standard rent lias been fixed and in respect of 
which the assessment of valuation of the Municipality is more than that of 
the standard rent, tlien the landlord will be able to recover only the increasc'd 
amount of the rates and taxers from the tenant and not the amount propor- 
tionate to the increased valuation of tli(‘ holding. I think when i)uhlic bodies 
such as the Calcutta Corporation raise the annual value of a holding, it is 
only me(;t and proper that the landlord should get the benefit not only of the 
increas(Ki taxes but also the bem^fit of the rent which he may get otherwise. 
This is, my Lord, all I liavt* to say.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gurner said 

“ My Lord, in rising to oppose this amendment on behalf of , Government 
I would in tlu^ first place invite the close altcmtion of this Council to the 
actual (iffect of clause 7 as it stands in the Bill. 

This clause is taken from the Ihmibay Act and provides in brief that 
when tin* landlord pays municipal rat(‘S h(‘ may ap))ly to th(‘ (’ontrolh^r for 
payiiumt. by the tenant any increast* in tlu^ rates ovov the amount paid on the 
1st April, 1911). Now the efftn*! of this claus(‘ taken from Bombay is modi(i(‘d 
somewhat to tlie disadvantage of the tenant in its a])i>licai ion to Calcutta. 
In Bombay so far as 1 (;an asctu’tain ihe laUns an^ not apportioin^d by 
law botwe(m the owner and the oC(‘U])i(‘r. In Calcutta on the otlun- hand 
tluM'onsolidated rale is by law payable half by the owner and lialf by the 
occupier. Consequently (‘XC(‘pt in the rari‘ ease's wlu're the' occupier agreet< 
to pay the owner’s rates the landlord jiays municipal rait's in respect of all 
his rented promises. Htnnayor may not jiay the occupier’s share of the ratt'S. 
He is bound by a statutory liability which h(‘ seldom scicks to avoid to pay 
the owner’s share, that is. approximately 10 per (amt. of the annual value of 
tlu^ prennsc^s. Therefore* clause 7 as it stands will aj)])ly practically to all 
renti'ii houst's in Calcutta, and it will have tin* direc^t n'sult of shifting on 
to the tenant, subject to the d(‘(;ision of (he ( ’i)ntrolh‘r, tin* statutory liabilily 
of the landlord under the Municipal Act for increast* in (lie owner’s share* 
of the rates which is bound to occur. 

I need hardly explain why such an increase should occur. For tlu* 
simple reason that assessment is fixed for periorls of six yt'ars, and as Wards 
come up for revision at that period the rent has almost invariably outgi-own 
tin* rates. The old assessimuit is that fixed six years before on the basis 
of the fair rent at that time and it will be realis(*d at once that this, 
after a lapse of six years, will be considerably below the rent now paid for 
the jirernises, fair rent, standard rent or whatever it may be. Therefore in 
the great majority of cases of the rovaluati<ui of rented premises the assess- 
ment will have to be increased simply to bring that u[i to the level of the fair 
rent. 


Now but for clause 7 that increase would have been equally sharcel and 
very reasonably so by landlord and tenant in a(*cordance with their statutory 
liability under the Municipal Act. 

That, Your Excellency, J should have thought was a sufficiently gener )us 
concession by Government to the landlord. 

He may escape liability for the rise of his rates over those of 1919 even 
though his rents ill that year had risen above the valuation on which hi^^ 
rates are'based and will rise by another 10 per cent. 
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And wliut more is askinl for ? In fir-Jt plaej^ that this Iransfi^r of 
liability islioiild be outside the sphert' of th(' Controlltu- that the principle of 
payment of all increases oi rates by the tenant should bo not subjh'ct to tlu^ 
discretion of that officer but lH*eome an iron law. Tlie landlord issues his 
notice and without consiilerat ion (^f any special circuinsianct*8, with(jut apjK^al. 
the tenant pays. Aware as we all are of the ciroutnstances whieli have 
broiii^lit this Hill into l)einij, tlnoa^ are few, I tliink, who would considtT it 
reasonable to place the optu-ation of this clauses out of the hands of the 
Controller. 

Hut there is much more behind tin' amemlment than that for its 
effi^ct will be to make the tenant liable not for the actual increase of 
rate payable by the owner, but for an imuH'ase in liis rent pro[)or- 
tionate to that. 1 niu.st trouble Your Kxeelhmcy with tii^un^s to make' 
clear the result of this. Suj>post‘ for instanet^ that in April 11)19 tin' nmt 
paid was Rs. 1,800 per annum and the nmt fixed fivt' or six yc^ars b(,‘for(^ wer(^ 
Rs. 1,500, a very moderate supposition, th<‘ total rates payabh' would tlnni 
b(^ Rs. 300 per annum, the landlord’s shan^ biun^ Rs. 150. Whim the time 
comes in 1920 for r(‘asst‘ssm(mt the municipal valuation is naturally raised 
to tin* h>vel of the rmit. Rs. 1,8()0, the ratt‘ payable bc'eomes Rs. .‘UiO atid the 
landlord’s sliare Rs. 18i). That is, the owner’s share of tin' ralt* has inereasc'd 
on tlu' basis of his own rtuil by Rs. .30 on Rs. 150 or by om'-filth. Is 1 lit' 
landlord tlum to be allovvtnl to incia'se his rent not by tiu' ai'tnal Rs. 30 but 
proj)ort lonat ely, that is, by a fifth on Rs. 1.800. or b,' Rs. 3()0 ? Is he to 
rais ‘ Ins rent froiii Rs. 1,800 Rs. :;,lt)0 because his ralt'S havt' jLjone up 
fiaan Rs. 150 to Rs. ]80? The proposal is so pn^postf'rously jiuMpiitable that I 
should not b(^ surj)ris«‘d if new tiiat the curtain is lifted from the cradle my 
lion’lile friend disowrn'd the monstrous prodi/i^y and yr't that is tin' j)lain 
pLirjxirt of his sub.^i it utiiitj the words “proportionate iin-ri^ise ' for tin' word 
aei ual iiicreas(‘ in his amendment . 

I have. 1 trust, mad(' it eh'ar that tin' amendment now uinh'r considera- 
tion, as draftf'd, cannot possibly stand and I would ojipose m any form the 
t'Xteiision of the alreadv ample concession to the owrn*r made In clause 7 ol 
the Hill." 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, I support tin* amendment of the lIon'i)le Habu Snrendra Nath 
Ray. 1 am rt'ferriiuit to houses in the northern part of the town wlnwi^ 
revisi^l assessnu'nl s are t akin^ place at tin; pr<*s(nit moment and a memorial 
has be<‘n sent up to your Lx(‘ollency s Cbeernmcnt comjdainmjL^ against 
tin' revised assessment by the Calcutta ( /orporation . I am not hme to 
join in tht; agitation, but what 1 do sa}' is this : It is only r«;aHonable 
that tin; Calcutta Municipality should incrcas(‘ the rateable value of that 
part of tinj town becausi' in tliat part of the town there have bemi 
structural improvements partly etfected by the Improvement Trust and 
partly (;ffi‘Cted by the (>aleutta Corp(Tation, and where tin* owner of a 
hous(‘ has got a new road passing two sides of Ins house, the valm* of t h(; 
j)roperty naturally incn*ases and therefon' tin; Municipality have a just cauH(» 
for assessing iln; rental value of the property to a higher figure*, ddiat is 
what tin* (Jalcutia (yorporation are doing in the northern [lart of the town and 
that has given <M;casion for jiublie meetings and memorials against tins work 
of the Corp^oration. What my llon’ide friend Habu Surconlra Nath Ibay says 
is this — ‘ If you do not stop the Municipality from inere'asing tin* rental value 
of thi^se propierties for tin* j)urpost' of fixing the rent you must givi; tin* Ixun'fit 
of the rental value by tin' (Jorpioration to the landlord argainst tin; tenant.’ 
The legislature not only controls the relations Ix'twecri the landlord and tin; 
K'nant bur it has tin* pow^'r to control the operation of the C dc-iitta fJorpora- 
tion and it can put In a clause either directing the. municipality not to 
increase the rental value or giving the benefit of the rental valm* to the 
landlord against the tenant, I do not see any unfairness in this. The fact 
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that the Calcutta Corporation have increased the rental value is certainly 
primd facie evidence that the rent ou^ht to be more than what it was in 1918. 
These proceedings are taking place in 1920 in the northern part of the town, 
and therefore there is no reason why the Controller should be bound hand 
and foot rot to take cognizance of these rental values. ” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gurner said 

“May I point out that the amendment does not leave any discretion to 
the Controller in th(^ matter ?“ 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur continuing said:— 

“ 1 am referring to tiie words of section 7 of the Bill. Well, for the 
increas(i of the rental value by the Assessment Department of the Calcutta 
Corporation lln^ Hon’ble Mr. Gurner, who is the Chairman, is alone responsible 
and not the Commissioners. 

Tluircdoro, I tliink, it is V(‘ry fair for the Hon’l)le Member-in-charge of 
the Hill to see that this inconsistency does not takt‘ place, and, 1 think, he 
should b(^ tli(' last ])er8on to o])poHe an amendment of the kind proposed by 
my hon’bh* friend Babu Surendra Nath Ray. This is all 1 have to say.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“ My Lord, my hoii’bh^ and (*steeiried friend Rai Debender (dmnder (HioS(» 
Bahadur has praetieally said all that 1 have to say in rc'ply. Only one word, 
my Lord, and it is this : Theia^ has been an admission — and a \a‘ry serious 
admission — by Government just now that tlu^ Municipal valuation is lixed 
according to fair n nt. The landlords have all been crying to havi^ fair rent 
fixed and that is all they want. Th(‘y tion’t want jireposterous or exliorbitant 
rent. All tlu'y want is fair rent and so.let them have fair rent according to 
th(' municipal valuation.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

65. 'rh(‘ Hon’bh' Rai Badha (diaran Pal Bahadur moved that in line 

a of clause 7 the word “ or '' be omitted, and after the word “ taxes ” in 
the same line the following be inserted, viz: — 

“ cesses, exemption or betterment fees or other inij)ositions by Govern- 
ment or any local authority 

He said : — 

“My Loi’d, 1 am afraid tlio amendment which was ^ait ratlnu* in a hurry 
does not clearly exju’ess what my intention is. My intention is that besides 
Tnuni(up;d rate's and taxes there are otlnu' impositions, such as the education 
cess, charge for the excess consumption of water and exemption or better- 
iiK'nt fei's, and 1 think something (Might to be provided with regard to this 
vt'Xtul question. Take tln^ case of a house the standard rent of which is 
fixed at Bs. 50, hut afterwards the owner pays an exemption fee of Rs. 500 
in respect of that Jiouse on account of certain improvements carried out in 
that l(K*ality. So far as this section is concerned, 1 do not know whether the 
landlord will be able to make any arrangement with the tenant for the 
payment of these extra charges. 1 think it will be admitted that if thes(' 
extra charges are to be borne by the owner of the house, it will be very 
hard ufion him because it ivill be practicaally reducing the standard rent to 
a considerable extent. The wording may not be quite clear, but this is 
my intention and these are the points which I desire to bring to the notice 
of Government. If Government see the justice of my suggestion, they may 
be pleased to accept the principle of my amendment and modify it in any 
way they imiy think fit.” 
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Tbt Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwaa said:— 

My Lord, I am only willinpf to accept this much, that Ih, ‘ Wh(3re the 
landlord pays nny imiiiicipal rales, taxes or cesses’. I am not willing' to 
acct^pt the other things t'xmnption or Ijottermenl fees or otln^r impositions hy 
Government or any local authority. If he is willing to accept. that, on hehalf 
of Government, I am [)repared to adil tlie word ‘ cesses 


The Hon’bie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said:— 

f have no oth(‘r alt(n-native tlian to accepi this, hut it would lx* hotter 
if the question of other impositiojis was considered.” 

The motion was then put in tht> following form and agreed to : — 

‘‘ That in llru' 2 of clause 7 the word * or ’ he omiltcxl and aftt*r the* 
word ‘taxes ’ in the saim* lim* tin* following he inserted, viz. — 

‘ or c(‘8scs 

Bf). The Ho?ri)le Hai Kadlia (diaran Pal Hahadiir moved that the 

words “ apply to the Controller to ” in lines 2 and 3 of clause 7 he omitted, 

lie said : — 

“My Lord, it will lx* simmi from claus(‘ 7 thal in regard to any imu'east^ 
llic owiKU* of the* propi'rty is rccpiircd to apply to the (n>utroIhu-. I have* got 
th(' Ihunhay Act with uk* and tlnu*(‘ is no smdi provision. 'Idle increased 
amouni can he chargt^l hy the landlord.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said 

“ Is not thih practi(;ally (;ov(‘rcd hy anumdiiK'nl No. 01 ?“ 

The President said :— 

“I think this am(*ndmcnt which the Ifon’hle McmlM‘r wisln^s to mov(^ is 
disposed of hy the (hx’ision whi<di the (hmncil canu* to on aimoidment No. (>1. 
The (dfect of carrying this amcndnnjnt will h<? ]>ractieally tin* same as 
carrying amendment No. G4. d’lu! (h)Uncil has already rejcct(*d No. Gl and 
l ino'efore No. 66 is no longer in order.” 

rini motion was then, hy leave of tlie I’rchident, withdrawn. 

67. Motion No. 65 heing (tarried in a moditicxl form the Hon’hh^ Kai 
Radha Charan Pal Rahadur movixl that in lint. 5 of elaust* 7 tin? word “ or ” 
hi^ omitted and after tin* word taxes ” in tln^ nt^xl line, (he following he 
inH(*rted, viz., ‘‘ or cesses.” 

The motion was jiut and agr(‘f‘d to. 

6H. The Ilori’hle Raja ffrishiki^sh Laha was to have moved that at the 
end of (dause 7 tin*, words if the tenant ohj(*cth to f>ay tin* same ” Ik* add(;d. 

The llon’hle Meniht*r heing ahseni, the motio.i was de(*mf*d to he with- 
drawn. 

6h. The Hon’hle Rai Radha ('haran Pal Bahadur moved that for 
the words “ one month ” in line 4 of clause 8(7) the words “ fifteen day.s " 
be sulistituted. 

H(* said : — 

My Lord, I think 15 days’ notice is quite suflicienl, otherwise* the 
owner of the property shall have to wait for <jne month more. I hope this 
amendment will bo accepted hy tln^ Hon’blo Meml»er-in-charge of tin* Bill.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 

My Lori, I cannot accept this. It is far too short a perifxl.” 

The* motion was then put and lost. 


11 
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70. The Hon’l)l(‘ Itni llnilha Charan Pal Hiijadur moved that in 
lines 5. 6 and 7 of clause 8 (7) for the v^ords “ of his intention to increase 
tlie rent, accompanied by a certificate from the Controller fixing the stan- 
dard rent ” the words “ specifying the amount of such increase ' be sub- 
stituted. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, here I may say I am following the English Act and the 
Bombay Act where a notice by the landlord is quite sufficient. Tlje Bombay 
Act follows tlie English Act, hut the Calcutta Act makes a great (hqiarture 
from tliem by requiring the landlord to submit a certificate from the Con- 
troller to the t(?naijt. If any such certificate is necessary, a certified copy of 
the previous ordiu- of the Controller ought to be sufficient. In the Bombay 
Act and in the English 4ct no such certificate is necessary because there 
the procedure is laid down that where an incn^ase is liable under the pro- 
visionH of the Act, it is unnecessary to prcxluce a C(}rtifi(;ate. 1 tliink in 
Calcutta. tcK), it is uiinecessaiy to increase the burden of the (/ontroller, and 
also of the landlord and tenant. There arr; tenants and tenants and landlords 
and landlords, why |)ut them to unnecessary expense and trouble ? I think 
a sirnph^ notice, say in Bengali, stating tlie amount of advance will be quit(i 
sufliciimt.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said i'— 

“My Lord, in this case I would welcome a little burden on the Cent rolhn* 
because it will hav(^ a healthy ch(‘ek on tin' landlord, and thei*efore 1 am not 
prepared to acctq r the amendment, whi(di, on the sin*face secmis innocent, 
but which is (certainly more in favour of tln^ landlord than of the ttmant.” 

Th(^ motion was then put and lost. 

71. Motion No. 70 not being carried, t he Hon’ble Rai Rad ha (diaran 
Pal Bahadur mov(j I that for the words “ ol his intention to incia^ase the 
rent, accom[)anied by a certificate from the Controller fixing the standard 
rent in lines 5, 6 and 7 of clause 8, the folloAving be substituted, viz: — 

“ which shall be supported by a copy of the Controller’s order fixing 
the standard rent in case of dispute 

Ib‘ said 

“ My Loi’d, as my previous amendment has not been acctqited, I hope 
ibis will be accepted. It amply provides salejiiards for tln^ tenants also. 
In cast' of a dispute between the landlord and the tenant, tin* landlord will 
go to tin* (hjntroller and get a certificate and sliow it to the tenant.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, 1 think our draft is more happily worded, and I do not like 
the words ‘ in case of dispute ’. I tliereforo oppose the amendment.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

The (hnineil was then adjourned to Tuesday, the 13th April, 1920, at 
11 A.M. at Government House, Calcutta. 

J. F. GRAHAM. 

Secretary to the (loverriment of Bengal 
and Secretary to Bengal Legislative Council. 

Calcutta ; 

The 2ht May, 1920. 


3. S. Press— !0-6-1920 —KiIJ--3.W-F T. 



Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled luider 
the promsions of the Government of India Act^ 19 15, 


The Council met in the Council Chamber at Government House, Calcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 13th April, 1920, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Exctillency the Right Hon’blo Lawkknce Jciin Lumlkv Donoas, Earl 
OF RONALDSIIAY, G.c.T.E., presiding. 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, k.c.le., r.s.i. 

The Hon'hle Mr. J. G. Clmmino, ('.s.l, (m.e. 

The Hori’ble Sir Bijay Chand Mahtah, k.c.h.l, k.( m.e., i.o.m., Mafiaraja- 
(liiiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Sterhenson, c.sm.. c.i.e. 

The Horri)le Sir Charles S pevenson-Moore, k. c.i.e., c.v.o. 

'riie IloiTl>le Major-Ci eneral W. II. B. IhHUNsoN c.h.. i.m.s. 

Tli(‘ llonTle Mr. F. .1 Monahan. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. L. S. S. (J'Malley. c.i.e. 

The Hon’blu Mr. G. N. Kov. 
d'he Ilon’ble Mr. A. Marr. 
d’hc Hon’ble Mr. M. C. McAlimn. 

Tlio Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, (m.e. 

The Hon’ble Mb. W. W. Hornell, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. W. Gurner. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aminul Islam. 

The HonH)le Mr. S. W. Goode. 
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The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. H. Arden-Wood, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Pkovash Chunder Mtttkr, c.i.e. 

The Hoii’blo Habu Siv Narayan Mukharji. 

The llon’hle Kumar Sihb Shkkharebwar Ray. 

The Hoii’ble Habit Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Ghundek Ghore Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Oiiaran Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. M. Watpon Smyth. 

The Hon’blo Mr. W. H. Phelph. 

The Hon’blo Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 
The llon’blo Maulvi A, K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

The llon’hlo Khan Sahib Aman All 

’riie Hon’ble Mr. Altaf All 

’rin^ Hon’blo Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur, 
The llon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.Ev 
The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty. 
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THE CALCUTTA RENT BILL, 1920. 

The (iiscussion of the Anieiidments on the Calcutta Rent Bill. 1920, was 
resumed. 


Clause 9. 

72. The llon’ble Rai Radlia Charan Pal Bahadur inovtHl that for 
the word person ” in line 1 of clause 9 (7) the word “ landlord be 
substituted. 

lie said : — 

“ It will be seen in clause 9 it is statt^l ‘it shall not be lawful for any 

person to require the payment of any fine in addition 

to tln^ rent ; ’ and tluMi in a Hiibs(*(juent sub-clause it is statt^l ‘ that the sum 
will be reeoverabl(‘ by the tenant liy whom it was ma h' from the landlord.’ 
in on(‘ place it is ‘ )H‘rson,’ in another place it is ‘ landlord.’ The ‘ person ’ 
may mean broker or middhmian or anybcKly, and in or<ier I o mak(* it uniforni 
I suggest this amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan sai l : — 

.My Lord, the r(*ason that we hav(* got * person ’ (piottMl ht‘nj is that 
we have also got to {jrovidt* for tlie landlord’s agent who may Ix^ rtx-eiving 
the t»remiums and theridon* it is qiiiU* clear that ‘any person’ is the proper 
wording and not ‘any landlord.’ The landlord may not in evm*y (Mhc collect 
his own rent ; he may have an agent.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said — 

“ Bui. my Loi’d, it may be some otlno* person bt*sid(‘s the ag(‘nt, and if the 
agent take-, tlu* f)rein]Uiri the landlord will Im* responsible, so my amendment 
is (]uite harmless.” 

ddn* motion was tlnm put and lost. 

7d. ddie Hoii’ble Rai Radha Charan I*al Baliadur moved that foi 
the word “ fifteenth ” in line 3 of the proviso to clause 9 {^) the word 
thirty-first ” be substituted. 

H(‘ said : — 

“ My Lord tln^ 31st of March is the (md of tln^ official year, and iiistead 
of the middle of tin* nnmth, I think it would he mon^ (‘onvemTnt to include 
the last day of the month, and I think that was also th(‘ original idrna.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, sonn* ) eople’s memory, wlien it suits them, h(H;omcH very sljort. 
I think the Rai Bahadur forgets that in the original Bill it was from tln^ date 
of th(i commenceimmt of the Act. When I agreed to the 10 fM.*r C(Uit. increase 
1 said that we must rope in a certain number of landlord H before the com- 
ineneemeut of the Act, and ther(*ff)re I said the [)roi>er date should have 
been the 8th of March, the date that the Bill was published, but I also said that 
1 was quite willing to put it at tlie 15th of March, the date f)f the intr<Kluctioti 
of the Ihll in Council, and I think the Rai Bahadur agreed to my suggestion ; 
there is no question of the middle of the month or the end of the official year, 
here therefore I cannot possibly accept this amendment.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

1 A 
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74. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that a 
the end of the clause 9 {2), proviso, the following be added, viz: — 

nor shall aflFect or apply to any payments made by way of brokerage 
costs, lawyers’ fees or other incidental and necessary expenses^’ 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, when the lease of a house is taken, brokerage and lawyers 
fees and other expenses are incurred. 1 do not think it is intended that whei 
the premium is refunded, that all these costs which are incidental to a leasi 
should be refunded ; these are expenses which are legitimately incurred anc 
paid. 1 hope this suggestion will be considered.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, I think the Rai Bahadur is as well aware as anybody else 
that in cases of salami sometimes brokerage is included, and therefore w( 
cannot possibly leave the word ‘brokerage’ in the way he desires. Ai; 
r(‘gai‘ds costs and lawyers’ fc^es, I take it tliat ordinarily these would not bo 
aflected, but as regards other ‘incidental and necessary expenses’ it ma} 
nu‘an anything ; therefore it is not possible for me to accept this.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

“ My Lord, I do not also think that this amendment is necessary, but ni>’ 
rc^asons ar(* quite different from those of the Hon’ble Member in charge. In 
view of clause 9 (/) the sum which that clause prohibits froni being r6alis(*d 
will not include lawyers’ charges, brok(u*age or ‘ otlnu* incidental and 
necessary charges ’, this amendment is unnecessary.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ Then, I wish to withdraw my amendment, my Lord.” 
d’he motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

75. The HoiPble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that at the 
end of clause 9 {2), proviso, the following be added, viz: — 

“ Provided further that a premium or any other like sum may be 
required to be paid in respect of any prejuises not let for resi- 
dential, educational, charitable or public purposes 

He said : — 

“My Lord, 1 do not want to say much on the subject, it is well known 
that the payment of salami or premium is au old and established custom in 
this country, and this matter has not been discussed here in this Council. 
But 1 think it is practically the unanimous opinion of the three members who 
have submitted notes of dissent to the Select Committee’s report that this 
practice should be allowed to continue.” 

The Hoii’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said :— 

“ My Lord, the Rai Bahadur discussed this question ad nauseum in the 
Select Committee. Of course it is not for a member of Government to lose 
his temper or use intemperate language, but I cannot help saying that this is 
a most wicked amendment. It will at once knock the bottom out of the 
clause regarding salami. I have never heard of salami being paid for 
residentiabhouscs, or for hoiiHes taken for charitable purposes, but it is only 
taken in the case of shops, and the very class of houses for which salami is 



549 


1920.} The Calcutta Bent Bill, 1920, 

Rat Radha C ha ran Pal Bahadur; Mr. Phelps; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur 

of Burdwan, 

paid, and which we want to protect we have put in a restriction of mlamis for 
other kinds of houses. For this reason I am unable t > accept the amend- 
ment.'* 

The HM’ble Roi Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ I only bc^f to point out tliis : I do not know whether iny amendment 
Seemed clear or not to tlie lIon’l)le Mtunber. My amendment excdudcis 
residential, educational or charitable buildings, and (Iocs not imply that theS(' 
should be included so far as salami was concerned." 

The motion was then put and lost. 

76. Motion No. 75 not Udiig carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha ('harar 
Pal Bahadur moved that at the end of clause 9 {^), proviso, the following 
be added, viz: — 

‘ Provided further that this section sliall not a{)p]y to premises other 
than those occupied for residential, educali(^nal, charitable or 
public purposes and in respect of which a preniium or a like 
sum is usually paid, but the amount of the premium or any 
other like sum shall not exceed by more than ten ])er tent, 
the amount previously j)aid as j)remium or the like, but this 
does not exclude any voluntary payment of a premium or any 
other like sum 


He said : — 

.M\ Lonl, 1 may mention that I beOiev(‘ tin' anumdimmt is ch^ar ; it is not 
intcinled that salami should lx*, imposed on n‘sidental. tuliKsational, or 
cliaritabh' institut ions. It is merely in respect of business pn*mis(‘H wb(^r(3 
tiiliuai lias been jiaid for years past, and is subject to a maximum payment 
of ten j)er cimt, whieh is the inaxinuim whi(di is also allowed in ri*speet of 
rent. Sonu^ sueli jirovision is siigg«‘St(Hl ln*re with a view to mjable the 
system which is now in vogue to continue, and against wdiich there is no 
complaint wliatcver." 


rhe Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said : — 

“My Lord, I would like to tiiank tiie mover of this amendment for the 
revelations which he has vouchsafi'd." 

rhe Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

8(nne people toucli their nos' S Wka this, and sonn^ lik(* that and that 
is what this amendment it:^ ment to do. I do not think that I menraonod 
inything in my spe^ech on the previous amendment that the Rai Bahadur 
ivas going to apply his amendment to residential priuiiises. 1 said that the 
Rai Bahadur’s intention was tliat slnmld he h'vied for shops, and really 

;his pnwision has been put in to prolect shops, and for that reason I am 
Inable to accept this amendment.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The lollowing motion was, l>y leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

Clause 9 

77. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that after 
e word “ rent ” in line 3^ of clause 9A the following be inserted, viz. : — 

in respect of premises in which special alterations, accommodations, 
decorations, fittings, and repairs are made at the tenant's 
requisition or 



550 


The Calcutta Bent Bill. 1920," 
Mr, P, C, Milter ; The President, 


[itirn April, 


The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — _ 

78. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur was to have moved 
that after the words ‘‘ which are ” in line 4 of clause 9A the following be 
inserted, viz: — 

“ let out to tenants at will or tenants on very short terms or are 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

‘'Amendments Nos. 79, 80 and 81 relate to the same subject. My 
amendment is No. 81, and is in some sense of a wider scope. I would ask 
Your Excellency’s leave to move this amendment first.” 


The President said 

“ Yes, I think that is so. I think the ITon’l)le Member’s amendment has 
a wider scope, and should therefore be moved first.” 

81. The Hoii’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter moved that in clause 9 A for the 
words “ twenty years for the purposes of development either by building or 
re-building, if the Controller is satisfied that such premises are hand fide 
retiuii ed lor such purposes,” in lines 5 to 8 the words " nine ycuirs ” be 
substituted. 

# 

lie said : — 

“My Lord, I consider 1 he proviso to be all-important. Having accepted 
tlie principles of the Bill, and the previous clauses having been pass(Ml. we 
must keep in view the importance of allowing nothing, hut tli(‘ standard rent 
during the continuance of tlie Act, and that tlu^ proviso safeguards. With 
regard to the question of salami., that is a questicm which affects freedom 
of contractual rights between parti(*H, but when the question of freedom 
of contractual rights affects the principles of the Act, then the freedom of 
(‘ontract must give way to the priucipJc^s of tlui Act, but if we have 9 years 
instead of 20 years, then we have throe times the period the Act will remain 
in force'-, and when we safeguard the payment, — nothing shoidd be paid, but 
the standard rent — during the actual period the Act will remain in force, 
] do not see how the prineiph^ will be alfeoted. On the other hand, it is 
nocressary to provide in such a way that the development of Calcutta will not 
he rc'tarded. Suppexso there is a landlord who has not got money to develop 
his proj)erty, and suppose an intending tenant has the money for that purpose. 
If tin* question merely be to add a storey to a two-storied liouse, rhe tenam 
may be qiiit(^ willing to take a lease for 9 or 10 years and add another storey. 
TIk' object of the Act will be safeguarded, and at the same time, the provision 
will ho better from the point of view of the tenant and the landlord. On the 
oilier hand, if the clause stands as it has been drafted, then salami will he 
ac(r(‘ptable only for the purposes of building or rebuilding and so on. In that 
case the lanJlord and the tenant will have in every ease to go before the 
Controller, and where it is only a question of pulling down a house clause 9A 
will come into open^ation, and my submission is, it is not necessary to have the 
latter portion of the first part of clause 9A so long as we have the proviso, we 
should not be interfered with.” 


The President said 

“ 1 may point out to the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Baliadur that 
the aineiiduient which stands in his name (No. 82) is practically covered by 
this amendment, so that the discussion on the two will take pliice now.” 
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The Hoii’ble Mr. Pheipe saiJ 

‘‘My Lord, I must oppose this amendment. There are other ways of 
treating enc uml^ered properties than men*ly hy t!)e adoption of the course of 
demandiiiaf salami. I myself have had a scheme, and there are other 
schemes available which will ludp owners of encumbered estatt^s in a much 
better way than this.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ I would just like to mcntio!) that the lloii’bh‘ Raja Ilrishikesh Laha 
has also got an amendmcmt on this subject. 1 do not know' wdietlnu- he 
propost‘S to speak on it ; in that case I might bo al)le to sp<'ak at th(‘ end in 
reply to all these amendments.” 


The Presideot said — 

Th(‘ amendment standing in the name of the Ilon’ble Raja 11 risljik<»sh 
Laha is very much more restricted in its scopt^ tlian th<‘ amendment imw' 
liefore the Council. The anurndments of tht' Hon’ble Mr. Mitter ami the 
Hon’ble Hal Radha Charan Pal Halia<iur, now' under <liHcussion, rais(^ a ?nuoh 
w'ider issue and 1 think we should take them separately.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, of course the Hon’blo Mr. Mitter in his reply will aceiist* me 
of having broken a compact legarding the 10 f)er cent, increase*, but. I do not 
think 1 liavt* done that ; but 1 think he is distin<‘t]y breaKing the eompaet 
whicli h(' entertMi into in tin* Seh‘et (Committee* ovto* this, 'riie idi^a of 
allowing any salami at all only eann* into my ln*ad wlnm vv(* e(>iisid(*n'd that 
it would not l)e illognaal to havt^ a firovision for the developnnmt of properti(*s 
which ought to be developed. I have not known of any inst ane<‘S of a m in 
taking a lease for nim^ yiaars. and dev(*lopiMg or rel>inld'ng the jiropert y and 
giving it back to the landlord. The landlord gmierally give.s thes(' long l(*as(*H 
for two Tcasons. First of all, to be saved from the bother of having to [lull 
down his premises and of ndjuilding, and, secondly, because it also saves him 
from th(‘ consi ant not ices that he may rf?<*eive from tluj (corporation or the 
Trust or other public boidies. The object underlying this new (dauH(‘ is this, 
that we do not waant to be accused that in our desire to stoj) tfm levy of any 
kind of premium l)y the landlord, even that in long leases, even w hen a land- 
lord is prepared to give long leases to tenants to dev(*lop the pi'0|K5rty, we W(*re 
debarring him from doing so under the provisions of this Act. 1 may point 
out that the proviso liere has only been put in so that we may keep to the 
principle of a standard rent, otherwise, really and truly in practice, this 
proviso would be more an eyewasli than anything else because in a lease for 
20 years or upwards, surely after three years, the question of standard rent 
would not arise. Moreover, another thing that remains to be seen is when 
the building or rebuilding is allowed, if a landlord choose to take the matter 
to court, whether or not this would really come under clause 24. For tliese 
reasons, and also for the reason that Government cannot be a party to 
allowing any salami, excepting in the case of a very long lease, I am sorry 
I have to oppose this motion, and I am surprised that tlie Hon’ble Mr. Mitter, 
who accepted it in the Select Committee, should now bring forward the 
question of nine years. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

“ My Lord, aB regards the broach of compact mentioned by the Hon’ble 
Member in cl»arge, 1 am afraid my memory does not agree with his. The 
only compact which was made was this : the Hon’ble Member said that if 
any one of us put an amendment for an increase of 10 per cent, he would 
withdraw that 10 per cent, clause but he in his turn agreed to the Ist of i^pril 
1919 as the date for fixing the standard rent. In contravention of that 
compact tlie Hon'ble Member in charge has accepted the motion of 
Mr. Plielf )s. As regards this particular clause, so far as my memory 
serves me, tln're was absolutely no compact. I drew attention to this 
clause in my note of dissent. And 1 may remind the flon’ble Member that 
when the ] oint was discussed in the Select Oommittee 1 said seven years 
was quite enough. Mr Payne said that for development purposes you do not 
Ordinarily get a lease for 1(>S8 than 20 years. The position 1 took up in the 
Select Committee was that we must safeguard the object of tln^ Act so far as 
the payment of rent for 3 years is concerned, but save and except that 1 
strongly opposed any modification of contract. Put that is interference with 
freedom of a differont position. After all tin? compact has nothing to do witli 
the particular matter we are discussing at the present moment. The question 
is whether I have given reasons in support of my amendment. Yesterday, 
during th(^ course of discussion, I pointed out that if a dishonest landlord 
wanted to take ^^alami he could do so in a round-about way and the bill as 
draftCvl could not touch him. I warned you not to be led away by mon^ appre- 
hensions and not let honest landlords suffer. My Loixl, I agree with my 
hon’ble freind opposite that landlords do not ordinarily give long leases for 
development purposes for less than 20 years and that is the reason why I wu’sh 
to delete the words ‘development purposes.’ In my limited experience. 
T have seen instances — a large number of instances — wlu're a landlord is in 
need of money and where his house w^ould fetch Rs. 600 a month he would 
lease it out for Ks. 300 and charge Rs. 6,000 or so in cash. In such a case 
the premium is not objectionable. There the premium is only realizing 
a portion of the rent in advance. That princi|)l(‘ has been accepted in 
clause 15. Then why interfen^ with fr(‘edom of contract when the necessity 
of the situation does not demand it ?” 


The motion being put. a division was taken with the following result : — 


A yes — / / . 


Noes — 22. 


The Jloa’hle Bubu Sni-ut Cliun<lra cqiakrabarrti. 

,, ,, Kui Mabendra Cliuiidra Mitra Balia- 

dur. 

„ ,, Kumar Shib Shekbareswur JUiy. 

„ „ Babn Brojciidra Kifilior Ray Chau- 

dhuri. 

„ ,, Rai Radha Chnrau l*al Bahadur. 

„ ,, Babu Snrendra Nath Kay. 

„ Raja HrihhikeKli Laha, c.i.B. 

„ „ Mr. Altaf Ali 

,, Babu Akliil Chandra Datta. 

,, „ Mr. P. C Mitter, c.l.E. 

„ „ Babu Siv Naroyan Mukharji. 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.C.I.K., C.8.I. 

„ „ Mr. J. (J. c S.I., c.l.E. 

„ „ Sir Bijny Cliaiid Malitab, k c.s.i , 

K c.l.E,, J.O.M., Mabarajadliiraja 

Bahadur of Burdwan. 

„ ,, Mr. 11. L. Stephenson, o.s.i., c.l.E. 

„ „ Mr. W. W. Hornell, c.i.E. 

„ „ Sir C. J. Stevenson-Moore, k.c.i.e , 

C.V 0 

„ ,, Mr. S. W. (ioode. 

„ „ Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amin-ul- 

lalam. 

„ „ Major-General W. H. B. Robinson, 


Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

Mr. W. H. H. Arden- Wood, c.l.E. 
Mr. Gurner. 

Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 
Klian Sahib Anian Ali. 

Mr L. S. S. O’Malley, c.i.E. 

Mr. M. C. McAlpiu. 

Mr. A. Marr. 

Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, c.i.i. 

Mr. G. N. Roy. 

Mr. W. H. Phelps. 

Mr. R. M. Watson Smyth. 

Mauivi A. K. Fazl-ol-Haq. 
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Tbe folio vvinir mt'rnbers \v(*ro absi'iit : — 

Th(‘ Hon’hlt^ :\lr. K. Dint. 

Bal)U Mahondra Nath Ray. c.i.E. 

Rai Sri Nath Ray Rahailiir. 

Habu ]jhal)oo Ira ('liandra Ray. 

Mr. Aiiiiniir Rahman. 

Mr. llimih'y. 

Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan (’haiidhiiri. 

Mr. Ariin Chandra Sin^rha. 

Ih-. Ahiliilla"Al Mannin Sulira wanly. 

^lanlvi Abnl Ka>orn. 

Nawab Bahadur of .Mn rshidai»ad. A mir-l 1-Onirah, K.i'.^.i., 
K.o. v.o. 

Sir Doha Prasad Sarvaillnkari, Kt., t.i.M. 

Sir Rajondra Nath Mookt'rjta*, K.c.i.K. 

Mr. d. A. Bayloy. 

,, .. Mr. \\ . L. Travors. 

., M r. ( 'at iicai t.. 

Mr. lh(‘kford. 

Rat D(d»('iidrr ( ’hnndor < I hoso liahadiir 
Sir Nil rat an Sarkar. 


h/os hoinir 11 and I ho .Voo.s 23 . iho motion wan lost. 


7h The HoiThh' Ra ja Ilnshikesh Laha was to have ihovcmI tltat for the 
word “ twenty " in lin(‘ 5 of elan.se h.-\, the word “ ten ” Ix' substituted. 


Ho said 

” My Lord. I do m)t wi^h to [iross my arnomiiiKml . 
riio tiiotion was, iiy loavo of tho Prosidont. withdrawn. 

SO. Tho lion [>h* fhai b’adlia ('haran IVd Baiiadur was to liavi* mov(*d 
llnat lor tho woi-d “ twoniy ’ in lino o of olansc* tlA. tho uord “ton” b(‘ 
siibst it 111 0 ( 1 . 


rhe President said — 

Amondinont No. SO is een'orod l>y tho |)i-(*vious docision.’ 

Til o motion was thou dofmird to iiav(' boon withdrawn. 

The follr)win^ motion was, by loavo ol the Jh'osidmt. vvithdrawn : — 

82 The Hoij'ble Kai Kadha Charan Pal Bahadur was to hjive moved 
hat tie* words “ (‘ith(‘r l)y Innldin^’ or nd>iiildin^^. if llu' (Jontiajlhu* is satis- 
5(‘d that siioii piamiises arc^ bon n fid r ro(|nirod for snoh purpostes ” in linos h to 
B of clause hA be omitted. 

83. Motion No. 82 not bein^^ earned, the llon’ble Rai l^adha (!haran 
[hi] Bahadur moved that after the word “ rebui]din<.r " in line H of clause 
)A the words " or otherwise ” be inserted. 


fie said : — 

‘‘My I.ord, there are two ways of dovoloping a property. For instance 
here is a big area, and it may be necessary to open out roads therf* or to fill up 
i tank. I think, tiierefore, that rhe word * building’ or ‘rebuilding’ ib 

2 
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simply rostricting one kind of development. I have therefore suggested th 
insertion of the words ‘or otherwise’ after the word ‘rebuilding.’ 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, tliis is another way of getting at the amendment which tli 
Hon’l)l(‘ llai Radha Lliaran Pal Bahadur withdrcnv, namc^ly, ajmmdnnm 
No. 77, as the words ‘or otluM-wise ’ (ajver ‘all’ as W(*ll. Moiannau*, th 
ohieeL of this new clause hA is simply to allow premia in eases wherc^ tin 
landlords are willing to allow the tenants long leases for the purpose* e 
development of their })ro])(‘rty and nothing else. It is only with that objen* 
that tlie tiov(‘i*nment themscdves pul in this new clause and we cannot acci'p 
this addition. I, tlnu'efore, oppose it.’’ 

d’he mf)tion was then put and lost. 

84. Motions Nos. 82 and 83 not being carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radh; 
(diaran }^al Bahadur moved that the words “ if the Controller is satisfied tha 
su(di premises are Itond file n‘quired for such purposes ” in lines 6 to 8 u 
(dausc llA be omitted. 

He said : — 

“My Lord, we have accej'ted ihe provision of the -0 years’ lease for th 
purpose of development either by building or rebuilding. Is it iumtssu'w 
theiT'fore, having regard to the long term of t!ie lease in cas(' all such pre 
mises for the party again to incur the expense of going tf) the Conti’oller an< 
obtaining his permission ?’’ 

TheHon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 

“My Lord, I am not of eours(^ as sanginin' as my frimid Mr. 1‘. Milte 
about th(‘ honesty of lamllords, but 1 think it is a \(‘ry ni'ci^ssary pro\usioi 
and J must insist on the maintenarn'c of this provision. I, tlu'refore, opposi 
the anKuidnumt.’’ 

The motion was then ]»ut and lost. 


Clause 10. 

85. The Hon’ble Mr. C. Mitter moved that in line 5 of clausi 
10 (7) for the words ‘‘ be made so long as ” the following words be substi 
tilted, viz: — 

“ be executed till after the expiry of three months from the date o: 
such decree or order, provided 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, my object in moving this amendment is that tin; lonan 
should have iiroteotion for a period of 8 months after a decree in ejectment e 
passed and not for the full period during which tln^ Act remains in force. iM) 
reasons, 1113 ^ Lord, are these. Pdrst of all when a landlord wants to (*ject ; 
tenant he wdll have to servi* a niontli’s notice on the tenant according to i lu 
prevailing custom in (Calcutta; then he is to institute a suit in (‘ourt, ain 
ordinarily it takes a fairly long time in Small Cause Court eases to get ai 
ejectment decree. Now in the clause as it stands the tenant who is in lli* 
happy position of being in occu})atioii of a particular premises will remain it 
possession of such prcmisi^s for the remaining portion of 8 years, that is, tin 
period during which the Act is in force. But what about the less hapi>> 
person wfjo is not in occupation of a house? Supposing we have 100 tenanU 
but 50 houses, the 50 tenants who are in occupation of those 50 houses viH 
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liave tli.‘ ^()od fort'iiK^ of rouiaiiiiiig in po^^session of liousos and the 

other 50 lenatOs. who an^ nor so fortunati\ will hav«‘ to ^o wilht)iil any 
houses. Ii may he saiil that li we allow (his provision iht‘ landh’nl will 
indin*ctly soirn* advantap^, will p(*rhaps take a j>rtMnluni or ehar^a' a 
lii^iitM- rmit. hut are thon* not provisions in I he Act which will l)ring 
to hook tlie landlord, il such a case is hrou^ht toli^ht ? d'lie landlord may be 
fined U^. 500 and there are various other provisions in t lie Act which will 
stand in the way of the landlord Irom |pt*ttinjaf this indireiO ailvanta^e. On 
tlie olhtu* hand, tin* standard nmi is lixtvl and the landhu'd cannot ehaixe 
anything moie than tlie standard rent, hut the iiMiant. who is in actual 
oeeiipalion of a house, may Lake a honus of Ks. 500 from a siih-tenanl, if In* 
cariH- to suidet tlie hous(‘, wliih' liimsidl' paying Us. 200 to tiie landlord, and 
there is nothiiii^ in the Act to [>re\’cnl him from doinit so. Is it tln< ri'al 
oi'jecr oi the Act ? I do not fora moment say that all landlords are hoin‘sL 
and that is why I wanted to e.Kchnh' that cla'^< '‘f landlords whoaii* respon- 
sihlc lor the present stat(‘ of affair*'. That is why I moved an amendment 
yesterday wliicli, if afce|»ted, would not h,a\ (* t*\ten<led the l)(Mi(‘hf of the Act 
to prolil e(*]-iii^‘ middhmien, hut (he Ilon’hh* Memh(‘r in eliaro’e of the Ihll did 
not accej)l my amendment. Ilouever. it tlot-s not he in the tnoutii of my 
hoii'hle iiueml to say (hat I am ver^• optimistie ; I .nn not at all optimistic. 
A laiir<‘ numher of person^ have he<*ome (\ilcnita Ian IhuaU who will try tinnr 
le\el l.est to a\o)id tlie prr)visions ol this Act. ll ihei*e are hlaek slice}) amon^ 
land loi'd s 1 li'To are Idack slier p atnonosi t enan 1 s .also. | foreNct* that a lar^'i* 
iiiimher of hoie^es wdl hr- taken up hy tenants ol thisi-lass. who will take 
slioit h'ases heeaiise t hey knon they cannot he turned out alter that jieriod, 
and then sublet at a })rolit and thus tin* Ao/zd y5/c t enant s will suffer. On tin* 
otlic! hand, if my amendment he aeef^jite 1, then the landlord unll havi* a choic)* 
of his tr-naiil. hut lie will not he able to add a penny to (In* standard rent nor 
will he ht* able lo pd a bonus in ad<lition. wln*reas the suhlettinji: tenant, or 
sul)-lenanl will ^'t*! all theS(^ ad vaiit <ae*es. Now*, my Lord, tln-n* is one woiaj 
linire an i I ha\ e done. 

Is fre(Ml()m of contract to he always irejitod as ‘a sera)) ol })a})cr ’ e\’en 
wii' ii the neet'ssilies of the siiitation do Fiot demand i! ? Is it wis(* for the 
fioveriimetil I o show t il IS (‘xam})lc ol ( rcat int; fre** loin ol eouiractas ’a sera}) 
of i^.ipei ’ ? 


The Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley said a- 

“ My Lord, the clause as it .''tan Is bars (he <*f)Urts Irom makm^^ an order 
or decree for the rccevery ol possr^ssion by the landlord so lon^.C as the tenant 
pays standard rent and perloiins the <'f»nditions ol the tenancy exei'j)!, m the 
cas«-s mentioned in the j)roviso, 'Tlie wdmic object of this clause is tf) ^iv(* 
H(*euii\v of tenure to the t»*uant. The lion hie Mr. iVliti<‘r’s amendiiKmt 
would allow’ th(* (;ourt to [lass ordt*/rs for reeovery ol fiossession, cvmi if tlic^ 
prooer n*nl IS f)aid. hut would merely |)ostpone tin* exeeution of the order — 
in other wn>rds, the t*vietion or ej(*ctment of tiie tenant — for I lir(*(^ niontiiH. He 
is less lil)cral than tlie Ifents t'ommittee wdneh })ro|K)Sed that an autdmrity 
should h.' created wdiich should have pow’er to grant an extensmn to one yesar 
to tenants who adm:i t hat they are due to leave their i)r»*mise^. Mr. Mitter 
would give mm* months l(*ss than the Rents Committee ami he is cv<‘n mori^ 
illih(*ra] than Some ol tin* courts are at jireseiit. lor tln*re are caH<*s in which 
tin* (*01111" m giving ord»*r for recovery of possession liave jnjstponed 
Bjcctinent for six months ami or(boa‘d that during those mx montlis th‘* timant 
should continue to |)ay at tin* old terms ari<l not the largely (mhant‘»vi remt 
deman(h*d by tin* landlord. I have befon.* me the rep(jrt of a (*ase in tin*, 
^mall ( ’ause fo)urt . wdiich aj>p'*ared in tin* papers about ' wo mont hs ago, m 
whicdi a tenant had f)een tamting a house in Collin Street belonging to a 
particular landlord for about eight y(*ar8 and had during that period spent 
(ibuut Ks. 2,000 in making improvements and alterations in the premises. 

f 2 A 
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Now the landlord waiit(‘d him to vacate the house, on a montirs notice, 
'idle tenant, tliruiigh his lawyer otlered to enliance the rent from Rs. 80 
to Kh. 1 r>0 per month. This, howovajr, the landlord refused to accept, saying 
he couhl realise far more than Ks. 150 for the premises. The learned Judge 
regn^tted his inahility to accept th(‘ torms oflf.M*ed hy the tenant, hut gave 
him six montlis’ tinn* in winch to vacate tln^ pnmnses, the r(*nt to he at the 
old rate of Rs. 80 a month. 

dV) allow the courts to pass orders for eviction and to susfjcnd their ex(‘- 
cution for oidy thnM‘ months would mean putting the tenants again at the 
uwrey of such landlords as an* unscrupulous and rapacious. In pi'aclice it, 
would mean that the landlord could lorci* the tcmant to agr(‘e to the terms he 
chose to inij)ose. The tenant would he in constant f(‘ar of hfung su(‘d in the 
court, and tfiis would S(‘rv(‘ as a l(‘ver to g(‘t (odianced rent. Tlie whoh' 
ohj(H;t of this (dause is to gi\'e the t(mant s(‘ciirity of tenui*e, to allow him to 
remain in poss<‘ssion so long as he [)ays rent and do(*^ not eontravcmt' the t(^rms 
of his tenancy, and this anumdinmil would actually defeat I hat ohp-et. 

B(dor(^ 1 sit dow’n I should like to say a f('w words as n'gards a misi^on- 
(a^ption o| th(‘ s(a)pi‘ (d‘ this Act on the part of Mr. Milter. If I did not mis- 
understand him, h(^ is under the imprf'ssion that the ttuiant may t a k(‘ anything 
that he likf^s from a suh-tenant. 1 may, however, refer him to the (h finition ol 
the word ‘ hiiidlord ’ as given in th(‘ Act. Tlu* word landloid iiududes a 
tmiant who suhl(‘ts any ])temis(‘s and (‘veiy person from linn to time dtodving 
title under a landloi'd. So a tenant is himstdf a landloi'd in ndation to his 
suh-tenant, and the suh-tenanis to whom tin' Jlon’hle Mi. ^littio- lad’en-ed aif* 
already covt'red hy tin* (hdinition. I am, tht‘rtd'ort\ unahle to acc(‘})t the 
amendment on Ixdialf of ( j!ov(‘riim(‘nt.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said — 

•\My I .<()rd, the llon’hle Mr. ()’Malley has gnven a V(‘ry mild sj)f'(*imei. ol 
what is going on. 1 can give him another Sficeiinen. This is a easi* in which 
a man had rtuiUMl a housi' for 18 years a, ml had Ixmoi in occupation for In 
years. During that tiiiH* h(‘ luni at his own (*xpense jiut in crazy china 
floors. (*le(d lu tied the liousi' and addial threi' rooms and tliiaa' hathi'ooms. 
The rent w('nt up from Ks. 180 to Ks. oOO a month. That man ha<l paid in 
rent no h'sS than Ks. -I 1.000 Ix'sides t he iinprovi'inent s h(' had (‘ffected oul 
of his own pock('t, and then he got notices of ejf*(;tment unless he paid 
Rs. 60i' a month.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said — 

‘*My Lord, my friend tlu' llondile Mr. O’Malhy has said that I am less liberal 
than the Kents Commitlei', hut I beg to submit that a moment’s (consideration 
will show that it is not S(x The Rents Committtm was not in favour of a stand- 
ard rent. Now that tin* tiuiants hav(‘ got t he standard rent — it is a gn‘at con- 
cession — it is haidly logical to accept what Is in favour »)f tenants and n*jectc(l 
disregai'd that ])art ol tin* Ibmts Committee s recommendation which was not 
in favour of a large proportion of t he tenants. If the ])osition of Crovernineni 
was that the Ktoits ('ommit tee’s nK'onimendations wei'e correct th(‘n I would 
have W(dcomed rliost* recnunmendat ions, but as the (Government think thai 
their recommendations an* not corr(H‘t, then it stands to reason that when 
we are giving tin* privilegt* of standard rent to the tenants we should not 
quote their recommendations. In fact my r(*commendations are not less 
liberal in favour of the tenants than those of the R(*nts Committee. 

Now as regards the instnn(‘e of a case in tin* Small Cause Court which 
Mr. O’Malley has quoted, a moment’s consideration will slum that the motivi'^^ 
which obtained at that rime disafipear as soon as the Rent Bill is passed into 
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Mr. O'Malley. 

law. Tliei t' tiif sole laoTivt^ wa'^ t«) I lu' n‘nt eiiliaiieed. aft(*r tht* 

Kent Act passtal. tie* landlord is pn‘clud(*d iroip ^ef t iii|r aiiytliin^ larijfer 
than tlu* standard rent, d'lieia'fore that is an instanet' wliieh is liardly in 
point, and tlu* ^aiiu* nniiark a})plu*s to tlie ol)S(M‘vat ion of Mr. Phelps. 1 have 
often said and a^ain I rept^ai that there are many landlords wiio are very 
rapacious and also that there are many tonants who arc* dislu^iu'st, but h't not 
1 h<* jMJsit ion of honrst tenants hi* inadt* more dilHcuil. I f my anu‘ndmtMit is 
aec(*pted tlu* position of luine.st tenants will br made (*asuu' baeaiisc* tin* land- 
lord^. wiio will not be abb* to add a ponny mor<* to the stamiard r(‘nt. will not 
in a hurry elian^jfi* Ins tonant unless ihoro is ^oo.| reason for it. My fnund. 
Mr.() Malloy, has ^1 \<‘n ri'ply tosomi‘(^l t lu* obsi'i'vat ions I male in my tipeniiiL^ 
spo(‘eh. For exaniplo, what about tin* otli(‘r o:t h-nants who ha\e no houst^s ? 
Ji W(* do not ^'ivt* a chanet*to th(»s(' .'>0 tt'irinis. w’lu'rc' are tluw* to^o? The 
rt*sult .)f mainlamin^r this clause will bi* that t lu*y will have to try (‘ither only 
lU'W lioiisesaltet such houses ai’e built, and there will b<* an um*(juai (*omj)eM‘ 
tion f(ir siK'h iioust'S. With every n‘speet t.>my lion’ble fieind J dr) not i.er* 
c*yr' to r'Vr* With hiiii 111 Ills rt“a« 1 1 tio' of tlu* definition of 1 hr * land lord and t(‘nant 
and tlu* <h*linitu)n of standard rent, I will ^i\** this instanet* to m\' fru'iid 

and lu* will probably oblige nu- with a rt'ply at a latr*r ‘sfa^r* of tlu* rlebatc*. 

Suppose* A IS t he owiu'r of a house* of wliudi the* rr*nt is Its. 100, l» is l.lue femant. 
who lias sub-let it to F lor Ks. o()(). As betwr‘«ui .\ and ]> tlie* landlord is A, 
thett'uant is 1> and the stamiard n'lit is Its. 100. Uni as betwa*(>n H and sub- 
t (‘riant (b H is t he landlord ami ( hs the tenant and t he standard r.'iil is Its. 500. 
Now as i‘eufards (' there is no '^landal^l rent whr*n lu* brine's in 1) Ills posi- 
tion IS just th<‘ same as the position of flu* ow'ner of a house who has m‘Ver 

l(*t out the lioust* Xow^ il'i/ has ever let out the house tIuTe is .a slandaril 
r(*nt. but if (' htis m‘V(*r let out tlu* house In* w;is fre** to hu out the house at 
any rent lu* eliooses, bru*aust' m his ease t lu'i'e is no slanriard rent. If at a 
subseriuent staf:r'‘ of the [)roeer‘d i ties myamendm«*nt wh leli says t hat do not 
Jillow’ tlu* latidlords more than 5^ jiei* er-nt on llu‘ir outlay then we will have 
sc)iveii the ptobb*m. I tried to brine' t hese fact s t o t in* not ler* of t lu* S(dm*t 
< oinmittr't*. blit I am sorry that t In* att it mb* of < lovernnu‘iit w’as that any con- 
eession, liowe\-er reasonable that may be would hr* a eoneession eranh*!! to 
(he ra!>aeious landlords urn()i-ine t lie f.-iei that tiu'reare both |ien*'s( lamllortls 
and dishoru'St landlords ami honest tenants ami dishoiu*st tenants. I think 
theta* IS time yet ftir remedxme the rlefeet^, ami I ho[ie t loVr’l'll llieilt will K(M* 
its W'isdom toaccf'pt il, br-eause if my anieiulnient. is aeeepted t her** lU'ed not 
be So niueli beatiiux about tlu bush. I have tried t.> makr* the Act, a fair and 
just om* both foi* landlords and tenants, and I ho|)(* (iovernmetil will a(!C»‘p(, it 
in tlu* inter»*sl of the t)*nants wdio wdl ^o ot h(*rwis(‘ roofless. 

Tfie motion was then pul and lost. 


Motion No s5 i),,t bcini; cartK*!!, the Iloiriilc Mi- I* (’ Mitt-er 
moved that in line 5 of claiist* 10 (/) for tlie words * be made so long as ” tlie 
follown’ntr w'ords b(* sui>st it uted. viz ; — 

“ be executed till after the exfury of six inontfis frorn the date of 
such decree or order, provided 'b 


He said ■ — 

“I move my amendment witluxit a sj>eech, tlu* o*dy dit]ei-»*nc«* bc*t ween 
this am(*ndment and the j)revious om^ luutig that li(*r(* J liava* [uit in * six 
months ’ in place of ' tlire(* motiths b’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said — 

My Lord, 1 oppose the aiafnidment on behalf of fK)vernm(*nt on the 
question of pnncif.Ie and not of peri^xl. 'J'he object of Government is to give 
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Becurily of tmiirr to tin* tenant an<l t hat object would be defeated by tin* 
aniendiiKuit.” 

ddie motion was then put and lost. 

87. The Ilorrble Babu Kishori Mohan tdiaudluiri moved that aftei 
the word “ tenancy ” in line 7 of clause 10 (;) the woi ds “ consistent witli 
this Act or with any other law in force ” be inserted. 

He said : — 

** My Lord, iny amendment simi)ly aims at tljc* addit ion of a limiting 
clause to the condition^ of tenaiKT. \\'lint('N (n' conditions tliere may be 
in tlie agreoiramt, th(*.y must be consistent with (he Act and that is the 
onl}' argunnmt I havii to addu(‘e in support of my motion.” 

The Hon’ble Mr, O’Malley said 

‘‘ My Lord. I would depr(‘ea((* the addition of the words proposiMlas being 
unruHHessary. ddie (dausr* as it stands is clear: it pr(»vid<‘S tlnit the tenant 
must pay rent to t lu^ t‘xt(‘nt aliowabh* by this Act and ])errorni tlu^ conditions 
of his tenancy. It would lu* sujxn lliioiis to add t bat those condit ions nllL'^t 
not contravene tin* law; in (Jther words tJiat tlK'Viniist not la* illegal. If they 
are illegal they an^ null and void. I. theridorc, oppose t lie ainmid namt 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

‘‘My Lord. 1 bt^g leave* to witlidraw the ann^ndnicnt. 

Tln^ fiiotion was then, by leave of the Presidimt. withdiawn. 

88. The Hon’ble Kai iiadlia (Mia ran Lai Baliadur moved that aftei 
the word “ tenancy ” in line 7 of clause 10 (/) the following be inserted, 
viz. : — 

“ and does not sublet the premises or an} jiart tlieroof to another 
person without the consent in writing of the person from whom 
he derives his title 

He said 

“ My Lord, I think this amernlment to be m*cessary. d’hcre is a large 
number of p(n)ple who would like to havt* aeeoinmodatjon and d’ the l(*nanl, 
without the (‘ons(Ujl of tlie landlord, makes money by letting out the premises 
to anol her ptM'son, 1 don’t think it would be right. 1 ibink it wmild be in the 
interest of the hand fide t(uiant to make sciik* arrang('m(*nt with tlie landlord. 
And, therefore, I think th«at this proviso should bi' ad(h‘d.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

’* My Lord, in the first jdaet* 1 do not think the addition of thesis words 
would be nLu ant with this (dause, for liere it is not a (jiicstion as to whether 
the landlord should have a right ov<*r liis lenant if he sul)lcts the jiremises. 
It is a (juesraoii of recovery of possession and really ] am not ald(' to follow 
why I he lantilord should he allowed to ree >vt‘r possi'ssion simply because 
the lenant has subh‘t the premise's. Surely the tmiant will not be* ahh* to 
sublet unless there* is such a eeuidition in the huvse. and therefore^ it seems to 
me, in the first placv*, that the ainenelment is irrelevant, and, se*cond]y, if this 
question had eome in under the questieni of standard rent, we*, would have 
been able to feillow ir. Bin here* it se(*ms to la* not only uiinee^essary hui 
also. I reuilly elo not follow, why a te*riant should not be allowed to sublet. 
Of course tenants would not sublet in any case, unless there* was a dis(inel 
permission to do so, in his lease. Therefore 1 oppose the amendment.” 
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The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said 

“My Lord, far as tlir Kii^xlisii (|nartf'r of this town is fonoorned it is 
nn‘ntion(M] m tin* loasr that iho Lmaiit wo!ild not siiMi’t witliont tlio oonflent 
of tin* landior 1. and (liat in caso of a Inoacdi of this condition tliorc would ho 
a forfeiture (d tin* lenancv. In this Act too. if tin* tenant sublets his house 
without tlie '-onsenl of the landlord, tlit'ii the landloni should be allowed a 
r(*-entry. ' 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said .— 

“ My Lord, ’ (jiiiie iinileist and ( lie sii uat n»!i. But wlia! will happen in a 
case vvh«*re llieri* is no written airia'cment, b(‘i vvetui the landlord and the 
tt'iiant but onl\ a \ei hal om ? In sui li a case, I do not know if the ttuiant 
sublets his house, ih' ownei o| tin house will havt‘ tin* ri^ht to lake posses- 
sion oi lllehou^e. 'That is the ddhctilty and if tliat. dillicully is met. 1 do not 
want to ples^ it. But I ani not very (th'ar on this j)oint.'’ 

ddn* motion was then [)Ut and lo^t.. 


Hb Th(* lloij bl(* IL ‘11 Iv’adlia (diaraii Jhil l^ahadur moved that after 
the word “ aniioyanee ” in line 0 of the proviso to clause 10 (7) the words 
to the landlord or ” he inserted. 


He said • — 

M\ Lord. It i^ siatod here that if the tenant is guilty of nuisanCf* o» 
aiinoyaiK'e t(t hi^ neiijfh I m ) iir> In* mav he removed. But I know of casef 
wljt*ie tlh' ti iiaiit'' lia\f eaii-od nnisaiice or annoyance to the owm*r him- 
self. TliMel'ire I lliink that thes«* Words arc necessary, d'his will ilo 
liarni !.• nobody, and I think thecausrol nuisance or annoyance would Ik* 
determined ! ly i In* eoii 1 1 . ddie r)wner cannot simply eharjxe his tenant of 
caii‘'inyr nuisanc'* oi* annovaiieo ami lurn him out. In iny (‘xperiema* of sinaJJ 
places, I know that tenants and Jandlonls — (especially thos«^ who havi* let out 
a [lortioii of their hou^e — do not always pull on W(dl to^etlnu*.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan sai l — 

“ The aef‘e])t inee of this amendment, my Lord, mi^ht have very 
^rot(‘S(juf result-^. \\ •• may has'e a landlord askin/t^ his tenant to bring 
his hoidcuh inl.o the liouse, and a tenant’s refusal to do so might, be 
constriu**! as a cause of aiinoyanee |o the landlord.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said .— 

“ My Lor<i, 1 he eoiiri will decide wlietfun- tlie bringing of a hookah is a 
nuisaiKu* to the 1, m ilord or not. Any and everytiiing cannot be held to be 
a nuisaneo. [ rherelore pi-ess this arnendimmt.” 

'Jdit' iiiolio ) was then put and lost. 


90. The Hon'ble Mr. Arun Lluiiidra Singha was to have moved that the 
; words ■ building or ’ in line of the proviso to clause 10 (7) be omitted. 

The Hon ble Memlxu- htdng alisent, the motion was (hx^med to have been 
? wit hdrawn. 
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A I { Kha n ( 7/ a udhu ri. 

9J. The HonTle Raja Hrishikesh Laha moved that after the words 

“for his own oocu])ation ’’ in lim* 9 of proviso to (;laiis(> 10(7) the 

words “ or for the occupation of any member of his family or his employ^ '' 
be inserted. 

H(^ said : — 

“My Lord, tlie reason for tins aintnidincnit is obvious. Tli(‘ landlord 
may i*equir(‘ I be [ious(* for tli(‘ resid(Mi(*e of his son or any othei- nn'inlao' of 
his family or for liis (‘uiployCs, and it is only just, and ])rnp(‘r tliat th 0 S(' 
vvcu’ds slnjiild be ins(n*t(‘d. If this anjmidiiumi is earried then sub-clause [la] 
will also have jo b(‘ aintnulcd.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 

“My Lord. I can \\(dl undeistand. of coui’se, ihat in certain cases the 
landlord may desire to ^(‘t fjossession of his hoiis(‘ for his own us(‘ or for. near 
relatives, but hav(^ had samples of c(‘rta)n of the amendments moved, and 
th(' spirit, in which the landlord propfisi's to work tin* Act. lit* mi^hi brin^ 
in a coolie umb’r the cloak of the wnird '(‘inploye’. I do not think it is 
possible to allow' such a broad d(‘hnition, and for that rt'ason 1 am unable to 
at^cept this amendimmt.” 


The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha said 

" My I iord, if such am(>ndm(*nts an* not earrit^d then J havi* ^ot nothing 
more to say. I know' for a fact that lemst's an* reijuin'd for membm’S of a 
family or for l\\a (‘inployes. and when this Act (;oim‘s int-o force, idic landha'd 
will not b(^ abh' to (ind any placa* for tlimn near his houst^ ' 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said 

“ My Lord, I must mention at this staj^e that om^ of the threats Indd oiii 
to UK' [lersonally is that il' this is })ass(‘d the* landlord w'ho wants to takr 
possession of tlu^ hoiisi* will call any Tom, Dick and Harry, his depmidanis 
and j)Ut, t hmii in jiossession under this clause.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ 1 think tliat this ju'ovision exists in tin* lhanbay Act and also in tin* 
Ln^lish Act., and therelore it would not be out of place here.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf All Khan Chaudhuri said 

“ My l.ord, 1 o])pos(' this amendment on the ground that if it is allowed 
it will nullify the Act in a c(*rtain way. Tin* em])loyes of a landlord as tie' 
Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha has told us may want accommodation, but that 
accommodation imay be found somewdima* else on the standard rati* of rent. 
What, tlien is tlu' nec(‘ssity <>1 dispossessing (*xisting tcuiants ? The existing 
tenant, if he has to go out, will have to find accommodation for himself. Then 
why mn the I'lnployes ? Alter all, the landlord does not lose. If he has to 
take a s('parate h(»use hu' his employes, say at Rs. 100 a month, he will got 
that rent from his existing tenant. This amendment will work as a perpetual 
threat to the tenants and owing to that the tenant will be cemj died to enteT 
into some sort of comp«act with the landlord wdiich would nullify the good 
effect of this Act.” 
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Division. 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the following result : — 


Ayei — 11. 

The Hoiri»le Itabu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartu , 
„ ,, Kai MahentJra Chandra Mitra 

Ibiljadtir. 

,, Kumar Shib Slu'kliareaw ar Kay. 

,, Kabu ISiojendru Kin 

('bnudliuri. 

,1 , Kai Debcndei CiiundtT (.iiiOHo 

Bait \dur. 

,, ,, Ktu Kadha Cbui an Ibd Bahadur 

,, Ibibn Surendra Nath Ka\ . 

,, ,, ibija MriNliik» hb Lahti, i i.k. 

,, Kbiin Sahiii Ainan Alt. 

,, Mr. I‘. C Mitter, c .i.K. 

,, B.ii*u Siv \ara\an .Mukhcrjec 


Noen — S4. 

Titu Hou‘l>le Sir ll«*nry Whtndt'r, K.i.t.K., r.H.i 
Mr J ti. Cnntminp. < s i., < .i.r 
S ir Btjay Uhainl Malitab. Kcs.i., 
K.t, 1 E., J.o M.. Mahaiajadltit jija 
Baii.idiif Ilf Bttrdw nil 

.. ,, Mt II. li Stt'plirnNon, C ('.i.K 

Mi. W' \V. IL.inoll, . .1 K. 

M Sir (' J. Sf(,‘\ »'n>on- Muoir, K.i ,l.K., 

< \ (>. 

,, Mi S \\ (fOiMlr 

,. Khan Bahadni Manivi .Amin itl- 

J^iunt 

M .Ma]nr-( it'iKTal W’ li B liobiiiwo ii, 

I H , 1 M.s 

1 , -Mr b’ .) Ml Ml 111 I an. 

.. .Ml W . II. II .\iih‘n Wood, ( I.K 

,, .Mr (i-jrniM 

, ,, Buiui Ki^huri Molian (’hauJhnri 

Mi L s S. O’M.iII. n ...IK 
Ml M C' M. \l|Mn 
Mi a Man 

„ .M' . I’ A A ( ’o\v|.-\ .(IK, 

„ , Mr N K.n 

.. Ml. K M. W'utMMi Siuytli, 

.. B.ibii NIahclidia ,Nalli ibi\', i i.k 
M i.AKtfMi 

,, Babii Akbil (’)iu(nlra D.ilta. 

,, MauKi Ka/,1 nl Ila.| 

,, .Ml .A^liiaf All Khan ( 'li'Uidburi 


riie following njrnib(‘rs weri' absent' — 


TIk^ 


Ilon’l.lo 


.Mr. K. H. Dull. 

leu Sr! Nath Kay Kahadiir. 

Kalai IMiabrnd ra ('liandra Jtay. 

.M r. Aiiimuf liaiiinari. 

.Mr. Ilmdhy. 

Ml. .\iun t'liandra Singha. 

Pr. Ab<lidla-Al Maniun Sidira wanly. 

Maulvi Ai»ul Kastun 

Nawab Haiiadur of M ii rshidabail , 


.\mir-ld- ( Iinrali, 


K.e.s.i., K.c.v.o. 

Sii- Ptdta Prasad Sarvad hikaii, Ki.. ( i.L. 
Sir Kajondra Nath Mookerjot*, k.c.i.h. 

.M r. t i. . iJaylev. 

Mr. W. L. Travors. 

^^r. Cat heart. 

Mr. l^iekford. 

Sir Nilratan Sarkar. 

Mr. W. H. Phelps. 


The A?/es being II and the Noes 24, the motion was lost. 

The following motion was, by leave of the Presidemt, withdrawn. 

)2. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that after the 
-ords ** for his own oceupalion” in line 9 of tlu^ proviso to edause 10 (7) 
words ‘' or for the occupation of any rneinberH of liis family (jr his 
|mpjoy6’ be inserted. 
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93. The Ilon’ble Kai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
the words “ are held ” in line 10 of the proviso to clause 10 (l),theiol]ow- 
irig be inserted, viz: — 

“ or for complying with the requisition of a local authority or a court 
of law or for hand fide sale of the property 


Ho said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, it not uiiofton iiapjxms tljat a landlord is served with a Tiotic(‘ 
from ih(‘, hnproveinejit Trust asking him to pull ilown a portion of the house, 
or from tlje court ovf‘r a partition' suit. The landlord may also want posses- 
sion of th(‘ houses for a bond fide sale. In such cases, siibj(‘ot of course to the 
ord(u- of tlu' court, I ttiink tin* landlord should have the right to take posS('S- 
sioii of the ]jroperty.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

“My Lord, the amendment consists of two portions which have been put 
togetlier ratlier ingenuously. As for the first portion we considered in Select 
(kaninittee whet her th(‘r(‘. should be a condition to cover the lawful requi- 
sitions of a court of law or local authority, and W(^ came to the conclusion 
that it was unnecessary. Ordinarily the order of a court of law will hi' 
carried out and if the tenant defiles it, he does so at his peril, and the court 
can (leal with him. As for municipal requisitions tliey are covered by thf 
general provision for causes deemed sal isfactoi\y hy th(‘ Cfuirt, and I submit 
tliat this is the most satisfactory way of dealing with such cases. Tln're 
seems t.o me also to Ix' a possibility, if this amendment is accepted in its 
pr(‘sent form, that some injustici^ might be done. A requisition may reqiiiri' 
only i.emporary possi^ssion. . Th(^ amendment, therefore, aims at giving tin* 
landb:>rd permanent possession even in cases where possession for a temiiorarv 
pi'riod is requinnl, and it does not allow the timant’s right of re-imtry when 
tin* work for which the house was required has been completed. 

Till' second j)art. of tln^ amendment, is the moix; siudous of tlie two 
Under it, if a landlord wishes to sidl rented premis(‘s, thi* tenant would liaM' 
to vacate I would ask the Council to consider what effecd this would have. 
It would lead the held clear for thos(^ spe(*ulators in hous(‘ property wljose 
operations have doiu* so much to bring about tlie state of affairs which thi^ 
Hill Slacks t.o remedy. If there is a bond fide desire on the part of the landlonl 
to stdl the ])roperty, the sale can tak(‘ place, but why should the tenant be 
tiirmal out on that account? Tie Ilon’ble l\ai Hahadur assured the Council 
yesterday that (‘veryone in Calcutta slujuld have a roof over his head, lint 
this aiTH'ndment is not consistent with that assurance. 1, therefore, earnestly 
appeal to tiie Council to reject this amendment,” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ My Loi’d, as regards the first part of my amendment I understand from 
Mr. O’Malley’s speech that it W(xild be covered by the last clause of the Bill- 
Hut as regards boiid fide sale of property it not unoften happens that wdien 
the projierty is sold, the owner wants to live in the house. It is the custom 
here that people do not like to go in for encumbered property and then go to 
litigation for its possession. It may be said that in the case of a sale the 
tenant will be ejected if the fnxise is bo?id fide required for the use of tlm 
new owner. Hy the acceptance of my amendment, the owner can go and live 
in the house immediately after he has purchased it, or be can let it out on 
standard Tent, as he pleases. 
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The Hofi’hle Mr. Ashraf All Khan Chaudhuri said — 

‘‘.My Lord, I do not andorstaml this ainondinont. Whaf tljo Ilon’hle 
Member wants is covered by clause 10 of this Act. Altt*r liavin^r paid fi)r 
' the house he bec’onies tiie landlord, and lie can ^et t!u‘ iiouse i<‘i' Ins own Use 
on application to the ('ontroller. Everylaxly likes loli iveliis iioust' unencum- 
bered. It is for this reason that tliis Act is Ixnii^ enacted in order to prole(;t 
tln‘ tenant from tlie profiteers. I lv!)o\v of cases where I lu‘ purchast'rs paid a 
iiigli t»nce and eji'cttul the foriin*r tenant in order to firing in tenants who 
would pay more. It is for this naison that we are (*nactintr this law. J tluo'e- 
fore oppose this amendment ’ 

The motion was then put and bkst. 

94. ddie Hon’bh' Kai lva<jha (diaran Pal llahailui uiovimI that after 
the proviso to clause 10 (2) the following be inserted, viz: — 

Provided further that if a tenant occupies any premises for less 
than three yeans from the date of the commeiu'emeiit of this 
Act or leaves the jiremises during the contimiaiice of this Act 
without being conifielled thereto, lie shall be liable for the rent 
of the said full period of three years or shall indemnih the 
landlord against all losses and costs, etc* , as th(‘ Pont roller may 
determine 


He said ; — 

“My Lni’d, this IS iruly in tin* interests of tiie tenant as wcW as tin* owner 
of tilt' ])rop(M‘(y Ix'caiise as my hon’blo {rimid Mr. P. ( \ Muter lias said lh(*re 
are good tenants and had tenants, good laudh)'-c|s an<l i>ad lanllonls. 'There 
are tenants who are (jiiite anxious to be l/oaa tilf' tenants foi a long pi*i-iod not 
h'*>stlian t hree yi'ars and if a Uniant. who in the pretiajei^ of oeeii py; ng f lie 
house lor thri'c ytaars eiitei's tiie house, and, after tlir(‘(‘ or four months leaves 
the hous''. then tin* Itoml fvh' tenant, who would live ther»- foi* a loinr tiini*, will 
b(‘ jiractically shut out. If sindi a jirovnso is insei ted llnoi that will oloiate 
tin* ditheully. other wis<* t lie feuauls wdl not be lialde for any eoiisi‘fjin‘neos and 
he may }>e quite ahh* to shut out ot her boiai fi le tenants from the possession of 
the property. I think, thcrf'fon*, that in tin* inlcn‘st of lioth tenants and land- 
lords that (Ids proviso should be inserted 


The Hon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said . — 

“ My Lord, the amendment suggested hy my hon’ble friend Rai Radha 
Dharan Pal Bahadur ccjinmeiids i(s(df to my judgment for this r(‘aRon. If 
j^ou compel the landlord to n*tain a tenant for a perifxl of thrive y(*arH, whe- 
ther the landlord wish(*s or not it will be just and rea'-onable lliat tdie land- 
lord should In; assunnl (f thrive y^^ars’ rmit. It is wcdl known that in all 
leasr*s in the; town of Paleutta for a t(*rm of, say, three* years tlieia* is a clause 
to tin; effect that on the (‘xpiry of the t(*rm of tln^ lease the leasc'e will bf; 
bound to deliv«*r up possession to t be h's.sor and tliat all nmts for the 
whole period should be* paid up. He is Ixnunl to be answeuablo for tin* remt 
of the whole period whetlier he occupies or not. He lias no ofition to 
lurrtmder the lease and say. ‘ I have occu pied it for one year and I do not 
protX)se to occupy it for any further period: 1 go away and won’t pay you 
any further rent.’ It doc/s not lie in his mouth to say so In cause he will he 
liable, in a court of law fo. the rent of the remaining two years. 'Therefore I 
think it is fair that if the landlord is hound to retain tdie tenant for a period 
E>f three years tlie tenant on his pa^t should also l>e bound to pay the landlord 
the rent for the full period of three years.” 

3 A 



The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1920 , [ 13 th April, 

Mr. AshraJ Ah Khan (Ahaudhuri ; Mr, Phelys ; Maharajadhiraja liahadur 
oj Burdimn; liai Pad ha Char an Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said 

“My Lord, in all fairness J am incdinod to support tliis aniendinenT for 
this ivason. As my lion’hle friend the Rai Bahadur hao just now said, 
if you are now taking away the rip^ht of the landlord for ejecting a tenant 
within three years, it is cpiite fair that he should have tin'- right that the 
liouse should ]iol fall vacant within three y(‘ars. 1 will just give an example 
and will try to illustrate my argument. 1 have a house where 1 know that 
th(‘ present tenant will not liv(^ for more* than t Ijree months. Knowing all 
that I cannol turn him out belore the expiry of three months and put in 
anotluu' tenant who will liv(^ then* for rnoia^ than thr(*(^ months. In the 
mi'antinu', before the expiry of three* months, th(^ tenant who was willing to 
ri'inain there for three years finds another house and goes there. After the 
expiry ol three months I cannot find another tenant to ) ut him in the house 
ami so my house remains vacant — it may lx; one year or less. Therefore 
1 am rather inclin(‘<d to support this amendment.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said : — 

It is dilficult for me — a sim])h* man — always to follow my hon’hh* 
fri(*ml tin* Rai Bahadur in his suhterran(*ous argunn*nts, hut it apjx'ars to im* 
that this aimmdment would provid'Hln; landlords with leasi'.s gratis. 1 must 
admir(^ liis sense of humour.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 

“ My Lord, 1 must candidly confess that the woiking of tin* minds of the 
Calcutta house ()wiu*r has heien a most wondeidul r(*\' elation. B(*ing a rural 
landloid mysedf, 1 can W(*ll ajiprecintt* the (ear wlj(*ii some hamsters go to 
file mulassal li*om (^alcut-ta and try to roust* tin* tt'iiants against the capaeitv 
of tin' landlord and his Id(‘as of (tbwahs. But, my Loid, the rapacity of 
Calcutta house owners heats hollow tin* eag(‘rn(*ss of rui'al landlords to take 
ahwahii. 1 am index'd very much surprised that Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan 
(Miaudhuri, who is generally so int(‘]ligent over these matlnrs and Is able 
to grasp th(‘ und( flying motivi* of the Rai Bahadur and those who advo(;ate 
that policy in this Council, should havi* h(*en taken in. We are not 
legislating sini]dy lor one class of tenants whogivi' l(‘ases. We have got to 
consider the t(‘nants“at“Will siudi «as shoji-ki'cpers, and are we to lx* told that 
every t(*nant, , whether he enters into a contract with tlu* landlord or not, 
has got to stick there for three years whether he liki'S it or not ? My Loid, 
tlu* whoh* jfioposition is monstrously unjust. You cannot possibly persuadi' 
Ol foiax* a tenant to stay th(*re lor thrc‘e years il he does not wish t-o. Of 
('ouiSf* il the lease is for three y(*ars and tin* t(‘nant goes away after two 
years, that is a diffi'rent matter, and if he has not got the power under the least* 
to sublet, that, is a diflerent matter. But when you have got tenants-at-will 
such as shoi)-k(*cp(^rs, an' they to he forced to stay there for three full years 
h(*cause that will phase the landlord ? T do not see at all the relevancy of 
this, and 1 consider the whole thing to be monstrously unjust, and therefort* 

1 must op]K)se it very strongly.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, I have fully explained that it is also for the benefit of those 
tenants who want hoiiA fide occupation of the house for a fixed period as 
provided in the Act, but there are tenants and tenants, and if they onct' 
t*nt(U’ the house they shall have the right, whether there is agreement or no 
agreement, to stay there for throe years. But if a tenant cx^cupies a houso 
fvor his own convenieuei' and vacates it after twe orti.ree months and keeps 
out other tenants who would honestly live there for two or three years, then 
the lattoT will be put at a disadvantage and my amendment seeks to prevent 
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Hiis sort ol’ fliiiiers. If this is iiionstroiisly unjust tlion everything which wc 
propost^ is monstrously unjust.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

95. The Hoii’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan ( ’liaiulhiiri moved that 

at tlie end of danse 19 '^/) tln^ 1‘oliowin^^ ht' inserU‘d. viz ; — 

But no landlord shall be allowed to take }>ossession for the piirjx>se8 
of his own oeeiipatioii or for the oeeiipation of any person for 
whose benefit the j)remises are held, if the house had never been 
used for the residence of the landlord ”. 


He said : — 

“.My Lord. It will he set-n that h\ ehoist* 10 flie laiullord can taki* possf^s- 
eion of a hous(^ if it is n'ljnired f<n- his own residtmee. 'this will he ( iily a 
threat ()Vt*r th(" tenants and this threat will resuli in t }i(‘ enhaneeim nt of lamt 
or some sort of agnamuMit wit h J he t,( na nl . If the landlord had hou^dil t he 
house for 1 he jiurpost* of letting' it out, what riLdit he has ^ol now to live m 
that lioUS“ ? IL* can ^el a ^lmIlar house at a standard rtuil elsewhi‘re. 
\\ liv slioiild you di*iv(' this man Ironi tin' lios|)it.ahh‘ r»K)| which you have 

once ^ivam him ? dust consider yourself m tin* positmn of tin* tiuiant. If 
you w'ere m tliat jiosition you waudd not ceitainly like to he ousted. 
Bee/iust* you have ^of a liouse you say, ‘ 1 want t(» live t h(‘ri* and \ ou must 

vacate.’ W hy did you not lixa* tlu‘re Ix'fore ? In the mufassal, my Lord, 

the zaniindars in oui- (‘ounttx eann(>t. take away a sin^^h' cottah, wineh 
is one-h und red t h pari of an arn'e. from a tenant m a villa|,^e if the 
land has h(*en ^^iven to him and he has lived there fo Home time, ddie 
(ddeiilta tenants are now niori* helpless than the pool a^irieiill u lasi s. 'They 
have* made it their Inmn* and (hey eannoi jin<l out. any ol her place near ahout 
where to jsirn their living. The Caleiitla landlords have found that (-ut 

and ar(‘ iryint^ to raise tlie reni simply h(‘eaus(‘ (hey have ^oi novvh(‘re else to 
go to. II a landlord is allowml to take poHsessnui ol his own houses if it is 
re(iUired for his resid(*nee, what, will happen is tins. l^very landlord will 
8i‘t up a claim Ix'fore t he (Jonl roller and ask him to gi\ e possi*ssion ol his 
house. Leidiaps in^ will he allow'ed to go and live in tin* house, hid he will 
oceiipy, say, OIK* or two rooms anti hd out tin* whole house. \\ ho is going to 
8t(;p 11 ? It is in oiK* way a sort of ejectment and this tlj?-eat will he (piitn 
enough for the landlorils to get whatever rent th(‘y sh(»uld like. ’ 


fhe Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray sail — 

I am sorrv 1 have to oppose this annmdment. It seems to me that 
fch er(^ is iieit h(*r sense nor reason in what my hon’hle fiieiil Mr Asli**af Ah 
has >:ai(]. If tlie jiositlon i'lr wliic^li tiiv linii'lih' friciiil conlcnils lie coiTccf. 
then It Comes to this : the tenant pra(*tieally aeipiires the right of o(;eU])an<*v 
wlii(*h the tiller of the soil r*an a(!.iuirf* after 1:^ years. II I rtnjuire my house 
lor my owm purposes, why should 1 not get it ? I think reasons and common- 
Sense are in favoiii' of the law' as it has hcen drafted and passed h\’ tin* 
Belocl (Jommittoe. I oppose this amend nirmt.” 


jThe Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

i “ My Lord. I h<*g to oppost* this anumdment. I w'ould simpl}' say t hat 
he int roductio.i of this animidimmt in the clause of the iJill will oIx^ni^e very 
^rshly hotli on the landha’ds and the tenants. If tin* learned mover r(*ads 
clause, he will find i hat tlie clause itself is drastic. The clause itself 
pens with the wor*l.s ‘ no order or decree for the nKiovory of possi^ssion of 
premises shall he made so lorig as the tenant [lays rent.’ Now, tln^rtfore, 
the landlord desires that he sitould take po.s.seHsion of any premiHeB for 
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cfjrtain ])urposes, I do not think that any law can prevent him from doing so. 
It will he too much if the Act is stretched to that length. It must be remerri- 
bercid that he is th(‘< owner of the house, and consequently the tenant, and, 
I may go so far as to submit, or the State has any authority to control his 
wislii^s unless he ap})ears to come within othei* dofiniti )ns of the Bill. There- 
for(‘ it api ears to me that this amendment is an extraordinary one. It is an 
amendment which has be(*n made for no purpose whatever, and it is desirable 
that this amendment sJiould not be pressed.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, it will probably bring a smile to the lips of tln^ Rai Bahadur 
when 1 get up and say that I oppose this amendment, and my reasons for 
doing so are the following. In the first place, M r. Ashraf Ali wants to limit 
the j)ower of poss(‘ssinn of tln^ landlord to any house in which lie has never 
liv(Ml iilms(dr, and then ht) wants to go further and limit that power in respect 
of th(‘ occupation of the house by any person f()r whose benefit the premises 
are held. Well, my Lord, 1 think that there is no justification for giving 
su(di an (‘.xtraordinary privih‘g(^ to any tenant or tenants, because if wo la^ad 
the proviso to clause 10 we find that the landlord has got to satisfy tlu‘ 
court as to why he wants to tak(^ the khas possession of his building. Now 
tak(^ the case of a landlonl — probably Mr. Ashraf Ali has not got a large 
family — who has a big family and who wants to give his grown-up sons 
lious(iS for 0(‘Cupation. Am I to understand from Mr. Aslnaif Ah that, 
because tiie landlord has never occupied one of thesis houses ht‘, will not be 
allow(‘d to tak(^ j)ossession of such a house? As a mathn* of fact, when 
I objAeted to Raja llrishikesh l..aha's amem I nnnit. I ought to liavo^ mentioned 
that to a e(*rtain (‘xtent the Raja vSahib has got proti^ctuai umbo* the proviso, 
If lawinly r(‘.ads thes(‘ words — ‘for whose lamefit the piainist^s aiv Indd, or 
wIk'H^, lilt' landlord can show any caus(^ whi(*h may be tleemtHl satisfacl oi y 
by tiu' court,’ he will find that they would cover any memher of his family 
or any muir ndativi'. However, to turn fo Mr. Ashraf Ali, I do not think 
theri^ js any jusi ifi(;at ion for keeping the landlord out of the poss(^ssion of Ins 
own prop(‘rly provid(‘d he can show ho7id. fide reasons to tin' court. Further, 
he has rneiitioin'd a case in which In' says that the landlord may get possf^s- 
sioii of a house and he may live in only one room of that house and let out 
th(^ rt'inalning portion. Of course, 1 agree that a wicked landlord may de 
that, hut in that ease he would he only ousting a tenant or tenants, hut the 
moment he admits other tfuiants. as long as this Act continues, they will still 
df'i'ive the benefit of the standard rent and other provisions. Therefore 1 do 
not idiink that any strong ease has been made out hy Mr. Ashraf Ali to deprive 
tlu' landlord of getting possession of his house. For that reason 1 am unable 
to accept th(^ ana'iidmont.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali KJian Chaudhuri said 

“ I would first answer my hon’ble friend Babu Surendra Nath Kay. 
He seems to think that because it is his house he can do an 3 dhing ho likc^ 
with it. But allow me to remind him that you cannot do anyd.hing with your 
own house after this Act is passed. You canuot imo-ease the rent and you 
know' what will be the consequence of doing so. When he knows that tlie 
Act is going to be passed, 1 do not know how he could have said that. 

The only ground for which I am pressing is this • that there will be 
plenty of landlords coming forward who will say tiiat they wanted the 
house for their ow^n occu[)ation and that will go against what we are trying 
to stop, f have already (Explained my grDun ls when I moved my amendment 
and it is no use repeating them again.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 
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The President said 

, ‘‘Amendment No. 96 is consequential upon 91.*' 

The following motiori was then (ie(‘med to have i)oen witlidiawn ; — 

96. If motion No. 91 be carried, the Ilon'ble Uaja Hrishikesli Laha to 
move that in lines 2 and 3 of clause 10 (la), after the words “ for his own 
occupation ” the words “ or for the occupation of any member of his family 
or his employ^ ” be inserted. 

97. d'lie lIon’]>i(‘ Mr. M. Ashraf' Ali Khan (Miaudliin'i mnxrd iliat in 
line 4 of clause 10 (7a), after the words “ are held ” the followiije; be 
inserted, viz : — 

“ or for the purposes of building and re-building 


He said : — 

“My Lord, as the Hill diafle 1 at })r(‘Htmt, it will be seen from clause 
lO(la) lliat there is no piovi^ion for ^Mvin^tlo' t(Miant th(‘ right of rc'-entcring 
a house the khas pf)ss(‘s.sir)n of whic'i is laktui l)y th<' lamllord for the piirp iscs 
of building or rebuiidin_r. The objtuit of my aniendnn*nt is to giv(' that right 
to t le tenaiP. d'liis inaittM' was <1)scuss(mI in S(dcct (’ommift(*e. and my 
hon’bh' friend Mr. 1\ C. Mitter’s argument against it was that if a house 
was taken for tlie purpose of buihliiig tlnm you would hav(^ t(» g(‘t out a jilan 
from the Municipality and tln'U nnuiiit a good long tune, f^ay six months. If 
my amfmdment is accepted, then the tenant will iiave a right of rf‘-(*ntry after 
six montiisand tlie lamilord wdl not be able to let it out to somtd)ody else. 
What I wish to lay befon^ tlie Oouneil is this. A landlord takes the khas 
possi‘Ssio!i of a house for the piir,>os(‘ (d building, and then he will lto on in 
a dilatory way and jierhaps his p| m will rno -n* eonie out from the niunieipal 
ofti'*e ill anotluM* thr<'(‘ months. Since m j>rineip|e vv»‘ are all agre(‘d that if 
.a house is re<jiiired lor r(‘Sident ial purposes and if it is not used for that 
purpose, tie' house must go hm-k lo the former lenanl. I tliink it is only fair 
tiiat 111 respect ol houses the klias poss(*ss|on of which iH taken by tin* 
landlord for the purposes of litiilding or rebuilding, the former leiianlH 
should have a riglit of la'-entry. 

Witiit'iese words, I [)eg t o commend the aiin-ndinent to tlie ae(e-j»tanc<‘ 
,of th(' (h)Uneil.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said 

My Loid, 1 siijjport this amend ment , and I do so on these grounds, tdiat 
it scem.s to lilt* tliai the inelusion oj theM* words makes t Im mreumsiances 
Complettu and in aceordance with tdie pi'oviso, that is t o say, 1 lit' (ureiim- 
Stances under whudi tln^ landlord can riM-over pos^esHif)n of certain premiHcs. 
Tile jiroviso slalt^s thest- circiimsianccH, and as I umlcrstantl this clause, if 
IB meant to be a prott'Ction on behalf of the tenant agaiiKsl any mihiist' of this 
jproviso. Ii will prevent the landlord from getting round the firovision, and 
will work for tlu* benefit t)f borli tenant and landlonl. If the landlord is 
jjdlowed to get back the premises on the grt)und that he requires tin*, house 
pn- his own residence or for any member of his family ; ii stands to reason 
ithat if he takes possession of the house on the ffround rif building or 
isebnilding, the tenant should also have the similar right of re-entry. The 
telly argument that can possibly be advanced against this is what has b(*en 
Sh^ferred to by the llon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali. I would only add that as 
S^gards getting tlie plan from the Municipal office, the landlord ouglit to try 
lind get the plan beforehand, and then try to get rid of his tenant. J)Ut if 
piis provi^^ion is not .aiided. the landlord will try to get round this provision 
Wainst which there seems to be no remedy. For this reason 1 think this 
tenendment ought to be accepted. *’ 
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The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter Raid : — 

“ J\Iy Lord, I will first deal with tho objection which is more or less in 
the nature of a drafting objection. If my hon’ble friend’s amendment is 
a(e(‘))l (id, and if the nature of the building or rtd)uilding be such that it can 
be finished at an early date, finisinid within six months, tlnm surely, my 
friend does not iiK-an that the old tenant will go and oeeupy the building at 
the sanui ?•(int aft(‘r improvement and development. Suppose a second storey 
b(' add(id, and if it is giv(‘n to a good contractor it can be added within 

thi •ee months’ tune. If my hon’ble frjtnjd’s amen Inimit be aeceptod, 

th(! tenant will com(‘ and say to the landlord ‘ well, you have no doubt 

sp(njt lls. 1^0,000 on the houses, but you must allow iiui to live there at 

th(i old Hint.’ It is su r(dy unneeossary to dilate on this. What usually 
happ(‘ns IS this. Pcndiaps my hon’ble fritmds J\lr. Ashral Ali and Mr. Haq 
are not aware of the fact that so long as you do not pull down a building, 
you are not allowed to show on your site plan, th(‘ ('xact j osition on which 
you want to rc'build, and I hope Mr. Gurmu* will bear me out in this. The 
(■orporalion very rightly Insists on it and they hav(‘ been insisting on it 
for the last few years. That being so, it tak(‘s a litth^ tiim^ after one gets 
poss(‘ssion to demolish I he house and then submit the plan. Those who have 
anythingtodo with these matt (u*s know that arehit(H‘{s take some little time to 
make ])lans, and if th('re is anyl hing wrong in tln^ drawing, the chances are 
that the plan is returned, and tha*- also takes some litth‘ time. Jf you want to 
hav(i an amendiiKmt which my hon’bh* frituid Mr. Vshraf Ali is anxious to 
hav(‘ here, tinm tin* hindlord will be bound to lelease his house und('r the old 
conditions. That is to say (nam after demolition and r(d>uilding he cannot get 
anything more than the standard lamt. I tlnnadore (.)ppose this aimmdmimt.” 


The Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 

‘‘ My Lord, t,h(' llon’bh' M r. M itter has V(‘ry fully (‘X])hiiii(sl the difficul- 
ties wit h ri'gai'd to gel ting a ]>lan sanct ioinsl by tin* ( 'orpoi’at :on, and I may 
say that this in;itt(n* was goiH‘ into \(*ry thoroughly in th(‘ S(d(^et Oommittee. 
The rtuison that Govcn-iniumt did n(>t put in th(*se words was that in the 
first ])lae(‘ ( Jovernnu'ut, thought as Mr. Mittm* has point (si out. that it would 
not ri'ally lurntdit- the l.('nant to have to wait a long limt^ for the ])lan to b(^ 
sanetioiKHl so that In^ (*ould gi^t n‘-('ntry, for by that tinu' he would have got 
other places to get into. Secondly, if W(‘ wen^ to allow lln^ landlord’s dcunand, 
of courS(' it would not so mmdi arise in connecrion with the question of build- 
ing as of i-(‘building — if \\c W(n'(‘ to allow tin* right, of rt'building it may be quite 
])Ossibl(‘ that, wlnm the hous(‘ is ladniilt jl may be built in fiats, and it may 
not b(‘ foi’ I lu^ same class of tenants. ’riierefoiv' taking ev(*rything into 
considm’atioii, We canH‘ to tln^ conclusion that we should not allow the right 
of re-entry to tenants under this clause. For theS(‘ reasons 1 am unable to 
acfuqit the amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said :~ 

*‘My Lord, I am constrained to say that the Government have not been 
able to grasp the import of my meaning. Govtumimuit are trying hard to 
protect th(' interest of tin' tmiant. But in this instance I do not understand 
why the Govei nment do not see eye to eye with me. Thm-e is nothing in this 
Act to pn vent tin* landlord from aj plying to the (’ontroller Ln* the purposes 
of building or rebuilding. He has only to apply in order to got permission. 
He has not got to show his plans or (‘Stimates or anything. Is there any- 
thing in this Acl to show that if the landlord lets out his house without 
building or rebuilding to another lenant, the old tenant can come in? If 
the landlord gt‘is back the house for some other reason, the old tenant of 
course can come in agaiq. I do not think there is any provision in the Act 
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nder which a tenant come in ag^ain if the landlord has let out hia house after 
iking khaa posaeaaion of it. The Hon’hle Mr. Mitter has said that it is only 
drafting mistake. If he accepts the principle of my amendment and thinks 
lat the wording might be improved, is it too much to ask him to suggest a 
etter wording ? I appeal to the Council in the name of the tenants that 
:)mc such amendment as the one 1 have proposed should conu^ in here.” 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the following 
3sult : — 


A yet — 6. 

lio tloirbU* Babu Sarut Cliandra Chakral>ntty. 
^ ,, Maheiidra Nath Itay, r.i.E. 

^ ^ ,, Akliil Chandra Dutta. 

,, Maiilvi A. K. Fa/.l-ul-Llaq. 

„ Mr. Attlit-af Ali Klian Cliaudiuiri. 

Babu Kialiori Mohan Cliaudhiiri. 


11 

i» 


Soeg — 2iK 

Tiio Hon’ble Sir Iloiiry Wheeler, k < .i F. , ( .8.1. 

„ ,, Mr. J. (i Ciinimirig, (' s,i.. <’.i.K. 

,, ,, Sir Bijay Chaml Mahtah, KfK.i., 

K.( I.K., 1.0 M., Maharajadhiraju 

Bahadur of Bui dwnn. 

,, ,, Mr ll. L. StephenHon, r.K.i., (’ 1 B., 

Mr. W. W. Hoinell, c.i.E. 

„ ,, Sir C. J. SteveiiHon Muon', K.(M.K., 

c.v.o. 

„ Mr. S. W, Goode 

,, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aimn-nl-Islani. 

Mttjur-(feneral W. 11 . B. Uohiniion c.B., 
l.M s 

Mr. F. . 1 . .Monahan. 

Mr. W. II. H. Arden-Wood, r.i.B 
Mr (jrnrnrr. 

Klian Suhili Ainan All. 

Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley, c.i.E. 

Mr. M. C. McAlpin. 

Mr. A. Marr. 

.Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, c.i.E. 

Mr. G. N. Rov. 

Ml. R. M. Watson Smyth. 

Babu Sib Narayan Mukharji. 

,, Sureiidra Nat.li Kny. 

Sir N ilrutan Sarkar, Kt. 

Ruja liriHhikcHh Bivha, c.i f. 

Kumar Shib Shekluu e-'War R.iv. 

Babu Brojiuidra KiHhore Ray ('haudhuii. 
.Mr. I'. C. Mitter, i .i.K. 

Rai Uebender Chuudor Chow Bahndui. 
Rai Rudha Charun IhCl Buhadiii. 

Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Ihihadur, 


Tlie following member abstaim'-d from voting : 

Th(‘ Hon’ble Mr. W. II. Plielps. 

The following meunbtjrs wc^e absent : — 

Tb(^ llon’blc Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, ,, Rai Sri Xatli Ray Bahadur. 

,, ,, Babu Bhaixmdra Chandra Ray. 

,, Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

,, Mr. Hindley. 

,, Mr. Arun (Chandra Singha. 

Dr. Abdulla-al l\Iainun Suhrawardy. 

,, Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-ul-Omrah, K.t’.s.i., 

K.C’.V.O. 

Sir Doha Prasad Sarbadhikari, Kt.. c.i.K. 

Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, k.c.i.k. 

Mr. G. A. Bay ley. 

,, ,, Mr. W. L. Travers. 

„ „ Mr. Cathcart. 

,,, ,, Mr. Fickford, 

The Ayes being 6 and the Noes 29^ the motion was lost. 
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Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

98. Tlie lion ’hie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that at 
end of clause 10 {la), the following be inserted, viz:— 

provided he agrees to occupy and pay rent for the rest of the pe 
of the continuance of this Act, and, if he leaves earliei 
indemnify the landlord against all losses and costs as ma; 
determined by the Controller 


He said : — 

My liOrd, I may point out that hero in this clause the tcmant is giver 
right of r(‘-entry. We have agreed to that. But it- may so happtuj that 
t(mant takes a house for two months and then wants to continue for ^ 
time longt'r. I think that in the interf^st of a large body of Lond fide ten 
this proviso should b(‘ ins(‘rt(‘d. 1 do not know whether this amendimmt 
be accepted. J may point out however that this amendment is not for 
inereas(^ of rent or for possession by landlord. This is intended for a clas 
people who might want the house; for a long period.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lv)rd, this is practically the same as amendment 94 which I oppr 
and 1 have nothing further to add. I oppose this amendment too for the s 
reason.” 

Tlie motion was then put ami lost. 

99. The TTon’ble Rabu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that a 
clause 10 {la), the following be added, viz : — 

” {Ih) Wherever the landlord recovers possession on the ground 
the premises are required for building or re-building, 
tenant shall have a right of re-entry if the premises are le 
any other tenant within six months from the date of reeo 
of possession without the addition of any substantial build 
or without substantial re-building, as the case may be ” 


Ho said : — 

” My Lord, it is not m^eessarv to say much. Th(; discussion on ana 
ment No. 97 shows that t his addition is neca^ssary. Of eourst'. re-enti 
providtul und(‘r anol ln‘r (daiise, but tluTc is notliing hero. The wording 
my aim'iidmenl wjll. I am suiay imu^t the llon’ble Mr. Mitters objection, 
is not (‘iiougij to say^ that the landlord will noi charge mort' than the stam 
rent. He should also hav(* his right of re-entry if there has been no a 
tion or alttu*ation in the building within six months.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Aii Khan Chaudhuri said : — 

■‘My Lord, I am glad that the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaud 
has moved this amendment. This will meet the drafting objection fer wli 
1 think, my amendiiumt was not ac(*epted. Now that that defect has I 
removed by this amendment, 1 hope it will be accepted. Otherwise, let 
warn tin* (Council once more that if once the house is taken into the 4 
possession of the landlord, he will let it out to another tenant and the 
tenant will not have Ids right of re-entry. If this is not accepted this 
will hardly have the effect intended for it.” 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq said : — 

‘‘My Lord, I neiM scarcely say that I heartily support this ainendm 
I listened very attentiv(*ly to the reply given by the Hon’ble Member 
ch rge to the Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali’s amendment and I confess Ih 
failed to ne convinced by his reasoning. Briefly stated, the landlord 
got possession of certain premises on the ground that he requires it for 
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own use or for the use of some other menihers of his family or for the 
purposes of building or rebuilding. Kven at the risk of n‘peating the ques- 
tion that was put by the Ilon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali, 1 would ask th(* Ilon’ble 
Member to enligiiteu the Council on the point ; what provision is there 
in the Bill to meet the case wlu*n a landlord with a view fraudulently 
to get possession of the ))remises orders a tenant to gtU out of his house 
on the plea of building or rel)uilding. It may be askt*d why should tln^ 
landlord do so? He may do it for fraudulent purpose. When tlie old tmiant 
goes out, a new timant will come in who will of course pay the standard rent 
plus certain underhand demands which no enaetnumt in tlie world can put 
a stoj) to. And if the landlord can succi^sslully do it twict^ in t.lu* eoursi^ of 
a year, he will go on doing it and take mystio'ious payments as salaniis or 
premiums. I repeat, therefore, my Lord, rdiat if a provision of this character 
is not made in tln^ Bill it will rendt^r tlu‘ Act itself nugatory. It will 
stultify the very provisions which have be.en enacted in this Hill. Tin' 
landlord has only got to go to the tenant and say “g(‘t out of the housiC’ 
and the tenant has got to go. And ( nee he goi^s out, tins landlord ciin ihdy 
all the other provisions of the law. I want the Hoibbh* Member in (diarge 
to t(dl us what provisions are there in the Bill against any subt.f'vj'u^^As of 
this character. If theia* an' no such safeguards, it is no us(‘ telling us t hat 
then* is this dilhciilty and that difficully. In that (\'is(c let us have no Act 
at all. L(*t us give it up. VVhy have an Act vvlnCh C(*rtainly cannot proti'ct. 
tin* tenant at least to the extent that we wImIi him to lie. Is n going to Ix^the 
proverbial Delhi lea laddu I t herefore most resiieeifully submit that it semns 
to me that there is a loojihole in the Bill for tin* landlord to g(*t round the 
Act. If tin' drafting is unsatisfactory, if the suggi^st ion niad(* is unacceptable, 
then let the Government consider tin' point. But lu'causi* no satisfa(*tory 
amt'ndment was sent, up in time or because the am-endmeni. drafteil by 
a (Jeriain member does not come up to tin' standard, that is e(*rtainly no 
excuse* for not accepting an indisp('nsable amendment. I do not wish to say 
anything more, but I strongly support the amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

” ^ly Lord, the Hon’ble Maulvi Fa/d-uI-Haq has spoken with a certain 
amount of heat, if 1 may say so, on this arrn*ndnient. He thinks or susp(*etH 
that the (L)verninent are in leagiU' with tin* landlord against tin* t(*nant ov('r 
this (‘laiise. Nothing can be further from this. Wdiat tin*. Governnn'iit 
think 18 this ; on tin; amendment moved by tin* Hon ble Mr. Ashraf Ali, 1 
explained the diilieulti(*8 of fixing any time, ffir t he landlord to g<‘t a sanction 
and approval of plans from tin* Corporation, arnl that tln*n‘fore the question 
of re-(*ntry from tliat point of vi(*w was m;ither possilih* for the landlord nor 
entirely beneficial from the tenant’s j)oint of vi(;w, l)e(;ause In* is not going 
to stay away for 6 or 8 months, and tfien he allowevl t he. riglit of ni-imtr^e 
Then 1 took up tin* otlier question, viz., uml(‘r what eireumstain;(‘s is tin* 
landlord going to get this power of khas possession or lU'-entry into his pro- 
perty. I think it will do no good my repeating the otln*r argument s which I 
adduced, when on hi'half of f Government, 1 was nnahh* to acc(!pt Mr. 
Ashraf Ali’s amendment. All I nec'd say at this stag(*. is this : -if you look 
at clause 10 you will find that ordinarily no landlord is g(iing to oust his 
tenant ; ther(*fore clause !()(/) is c(*rtainly in favour of the t(‘nant. Then 
we come to certain objects for vvhicli the Court, if it is s*itisii(*d, cum allow tin; 
landlord to take possession, and one of these ohj«*(*t8 is tliat if tin* landlord 
requires his property or premises for a bond fide purpose of re-building or 
building. Now, my Lord, the reasons that the Government did not bring anv 
amendment forward as the Hon’hh* Mr. Fazl-ul-Haq suggested that Govern- 
ment should have brought forward was for the simple reason tliat the Govern- 
ment thought that there was no loophole. Government do noi Hunk there 
is any loophole ; Government believe in the Court ; Government think that 
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the Courf 18 noi goinff to allow re-entry unless the Court is satisfied that the 
landlord requires the preinises bond fide for the purpose of building or 
rebuilding. For these reasons I do not see my way to accept this amendment.'' 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“ My Lord, I am sorry to see myself opposed. We have not heard any- 
thing from the landlord's point of view on this The question i'^ whether it 
will be [)ossil)le for the landlord to dislodge his tenant simply by declaring 
that he wants the house for re-building. If the landlord makes an affidavit, 
if he gets a builder to depose in his favour, h(^ would get it. Hut once he 
gets th(^ house, he will be able to US(^ it in any way h(‘ likes. The ilon’ble 
Member in charge has said that tenants will not cairtainly wait for six months, 
liut in certain casi's they may have to do it. And in such cases tenants 
hav(^ no right of re-entry. Why should the landlord be allowed to let it 
out to another p(U*son ? 1 only want protection in such emergency cases. 

There IS nfithing in the Act to guard against the landlord's letting the 
house to anotlnu’ person.” 

The PrOSidSnt (on finding the Hon’lile Mr. Ashraf Ali prompting the 
speaker) said : — 

‘‘ 1 regally (uinnot allow the Ilon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali to make a second 
speech through lh(‘ mouth of th(‘ Hon’blo Haim Kishori Mohan (chaudhuri.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said 
“ I beg your pardon, my Lord.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri continuing said — 

We want a s})ecial protection uruho* this (dause. In that view of the 
case, I again ajipeal to Your Excellency’s Government to grant tin* tcuiants 
this sjiecial protection by which the landlord also loses nothing.” 

The motion bedngput, a division was tak(uj with tht*. following result : — 

Aye^ — S. Noes — 26. 

7’hr Jiui Mahcndra (yhandrti Mitra 

Catiadur. 

„ „ Si I Nilratan Sarkai, Kt. 

,, ,, HuLmj Kjshuri Mohan Cliautlhuri 

,, ,, Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Cliandhuri. 

,, ,, Balm Mahendra Nath Hay, r.i k. 

,, ,, Akhil Chandra Datta. 

,, ,, Maulvi A K. Fazl-ul-llaq. 

., ,, Klian Saliih Aman Ah. 


lion hie Sir Henry vViieeler, K.c.i.E,, r.s.j, 

,, J. (f. Cunmiing, u.k.i , c.i.k. 

,, Sir Bijay Chand Mahtah, K.C.S.i., 

K (\i E , 1 O.M., Maharajadliiraja 
Bahadur of Bnrdwan 
„ Mr. H. L. Stephenson, rs i., p.i.e. 

,, Mr. W. W. Ilurnell, C.i e. 

,, Sir C .1. Stevonson-.Moore, K.c.i.E., 

r.\ .0. 

,, Mr S. W. Goode. 

,, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amin-ul- 

lalam. 

„ Major-General W. H. Ji. Robinson, 

c B., I M R. 

„ Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

„ Mr. W. H. 11. Arden-Wood, c.i.E. 

„ Mr. Gurner. 

„ Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley, c.i.k. 

„ Mr. M. C. McAlpin. 

,, Mr. A. Marr. 

„ Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, c.r.E. 

„ Mr. G. N. R.)y. 

„ Mr. W. U. Phelps. 

„ Mr R. M. Watson Smyth. 

,, Kumar Shib Shekhar**8war Ray. 

„ Babu Brojeiidra Kishor Ray Chau- 

dhuri. 

,, Rai Debender Chunder Ghoee 

Bahadur. 

„ Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

„ Babu Sureridra Nath Ray. 

,, Raja Hriahikesh Laha. c.i.K 

„ Babu Sib Narayan Mukbarji. 
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The following members were absent : — 

The Hou’ble Mr. K, B. Dutt. 

,, ,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

,, Babii Bhabendra Cliandra Ray. 

,, Mr. Amiimr Rahman. 

,, ,. Mr. Hind ley. 

, ,, Mr. Arun CMiandra Singha. 

,, ,, Dr. Abdnlla-al Mam an Sahraward 3 \ 

,, ,. Manlvi Abul Ivasem. 

,, ,, Baba Sarat <diandra ("hakrabutty. 

., ,, Nawab Bahadur of Marshidabad. Amir-al-C)mrah. k.c.b.i., 

K.(\V.O. 

,, ,, Sir Deba Prasad Sarvadhlkari, K'r., cm.k. 

,, ,, Sir Rajendra Nath Mookiierjee, K.c.i.E. 

,, ,, Mr. (t. A. Bay lev. 

Mr. \V. "L. Travors. 

,, ,, Mr. Cathcart. 

,, ,, Mr. Jhokford. 

,, ,, Mr. P. C. Mitt(‘r, r.i.K. 


Th(‘ Ayes being 8, and the Noes 2G. the motion was lost. 

(The Council hen^ adjourned for lunch.) 

The (k)uncil reassembled after lunch. 

100. The Hoii’ble Rai Radha Char'aii Pal Bahadur moved that for 
the word “ willing in line 6 of clause 10 the word ‘‘ continues ” be 
substituted. 

He said : — 

My Lord, t he provision in clause 10(1^). whi(!h allow^s a tenant whose 
lease has expired, to stay on if he is ready and willing to pay n*nt is a good 
provision, but I think the wonls ‘ o^ady ’ and ‘ vvilling ’ an* ratli(‘r vagin*. 
In lh(^ English Act w(‘ find that. in'4.ead of tin* word ‘willing’ tln^. word 
‘continues’ is used. 1 tla^refore saggiest that the English wording In' 
used.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 

‘‘ My Lord, I am advi.sed that tlie word ‘ willing,’ as it stands, is blotter, 
and the word * continues ’ is unnecessary and may also hiad to anything. 
I am, therefore, unable to accept the amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, I expected that tin; llon’ble M(*mber in charges would 
giv(‘ some reasons as to wliy the tenant should willingly pay rent as 
lie has been paying it, ami I thought that the amendment proposed 
by the Hon’ble Rai Radlia (Jharan Pal Bahadur would commend lo his 
judgment, but instead of that he has favoured us wdth the observation that 
he has been advised that Rai Radha (Jharan Pal Bahadur’s amendment is 
undesirable. It is merely w^asling the time of the (Jouncil if we do not get 
answers with reasons as to wdiy any proposal that w^e may put forward should 
not be accepted, and I think it would have been wiser on our part to drop 
this business.” 
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The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

‘'My Lord, 1 find in tho English Act the word ‘continues’, but if the 
Hon’ble Member in charge is advised that the present wording is better than 
the wording in the English Act I have nothing to say.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

My Lord, as regards the meaning of these words to which reference 
has been mad(‘ by tlie Hon’ble Hai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur I may mention 
that the word ‘willing’ is intended to cover cases in wdiich the 
li'ases liav(‘ (‘xyiired ; and in any case sub-clause (4) provides tliat in every 
case tlie tenant shall continue to pay month by month the rent to the full 
f’xtent allowabh^ by the Act. On account of this provision the present 
amendment is unnecessaiy.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

101. The ITon’ble liai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that at 
the end of clause 10 (2), thci following be inserted, viz. : — 

“ and otherwise observes and })erforms the terms and conditions of 
the tenancy and complies with the requirements of the proviso 
to sub-section (1) of section 10 


He said : — 

“This also follows the w^ordiiig of Ihe English Act and in order to avoid 
any ambiguity on the subject I havt^ suggested thi‘ addition of thii words for 
tenants whose leases have expired.” 


The Kon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, here again the reason for which 1 oppose this amendment is 
that it is unnecessary, as it is already coven'd by clause 10 (i), and for that 
reason we do not think it is nec(‘ssary to repeat it in sub-clause 10(2).” 

Th(‘ motion was then put and lost. 

102. The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq moved that after the 
word “ premises ” in line 5 of clause 10 (4), the words “ up to the date 
of payment ” be inserted. 

}\o said : — 

“My Lord, this amendment is more for the benefit of the landlord than 
the tenant. 1 think, my Lord, it is fair to the landlord that in those cases 
in which lie is compelled to sue his tmiant the tenant should be compelled to 
make paymmits in full up-to-date so that the landlord may not be obliged to 
go to Court for any outstanding dues. 1 submit this amendment for the con- 
sideration of the Hon’ble Member in charge. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said 

‘*My Lord, the amendment seems to be unnecessary. The Act provides 
that the tenant is to pay up all arrears of rent due by him and the proposed 
amendment will only make the provision more rigid for the tenant. Suppose 
he is a monthly tenant and he pays up arrears, say, on the lOth June. He 
will deposit under this provision rent up to the end of May. Under the 
amendment he will have to deposit 10 days’ rent of June as well. Surely this 
is not what the Hon’ble Meinlier means. All arrears as mentioned in this 
section is good enough for all practical purposes, and it gives a chance to the 
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tenant to cleponit rent within a reaBonable period. ], therefore, oppose the 
amendment on behalf of Goveninu‘ni.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq said 

My Lord, I do not press the amendment.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

103. The HonTle Kai Radha ('haraii Pal Raliadiir moved that foi 
the words “ month by month " in lines 5 and 0 of clause 10 {4) the follow- 
ing be substituted, viz: — 

“ in the first week of each succeeding month foi which tlie rent will 
be due 


He said : — 

• 

“ My Lord, as 1 have already said, there an* ])oor houst'-owiu'rs who live 
upon th(‘ income, of their small holdings month by nnait.h. As 1 umhn-stand 
that payment may lie made on tln^ 30th of tin' next month, t.lu‘0wn(‘rs of thest* 
small iiouses, who live upon the income of tln^ir iioiises, will experience gn»at 
difficulty in making both ends meet. Th(‘re is a largt' iiiimlx*!* of such small 
proprietors and it seems to me reasonable to ask the, tenants to pay up tlieir 
rents within the first week of the next month. 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

‘ My Lord, I may have something to say with n^gard to tin* next armmd- 
ment to Lx* movcxl by Ihibu Kisiiori Molian i-haudhun. L)Ut. witli regard to tdiis 
am(ni(lni(*ut I am sorry I am unabh* to accept it, as I think that, paynnmt. 
within the first week of each succeeding month might m(*an sonn* liardship 
to the tenant .” 

Tin* motion was then put and lost. 

104. The Hoii’ble Halm Kishori Moiiau Lhaudhuri moved that foi 
the last two lines of clause 10 (4), the following be substituted, viz: 

“ the said premises, and also unless he pa)s rent due by him to the 
full extent allowable by this A(‘t within the time limited b\ 
the terms of his contract with his landloi’d or, in the al)sone(^ 
of any such contract, within the loth day of the month next 
following that for which rent is payaLde 


He said : — 

“ My Lor i, this amendment 1> a cotnpromistj betw(‘en the two views. I 
think a fortnight’s tinu’! would (*f)n venuint to payers as wfdl a^ t.o tlif' 
payees and up to the loth day of the month next lollovvmg that lor which 
the rent is payable time may he allowed. In this view I sugge.st my 
amendment for the ace'*ptance of the Council. 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

‘’My Lord, 1 am willing to accept this amendment with certain modifica- 
tions. If the hon’hle mover would accept the following wording I would be 
willing to accept it on behalf of Covernment : — ‘the said promises, and also 
unless he pays the rent due by him to the full extent allowable by this A(;t 
within the time fixed in the contract with his landlord or, in the absence of 
any such contract, by the 15th day of the month next following that for which 
the rent is payable.” 
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The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“My Lord, I acoopt the modification.” 

The motion was llum put in the following form and agreed to : — 

“ That for tlie last two lines of clause 10 {4). the following be substitute 
viz : — 

“ Idle said premises, and also unless he pays the rimt due by him to tl 
full extent allowalile by this A(.‘t within the time fixed in the contract wit 
his laiidlord or, in the absemti' of any such contract, liy the 15th day of tl 
month next following that for which the rent is payable.” 

105. The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq moved that after claui 
10(4) the following be added, viz: — 

(5) Where the landlord satisfies the ('ontroller that a tenant 
a habitual defaulter, or for any sufficient cause, the landlord may apply 1 
the Controller for a certificate that the tenant has rendered himself liab 
to summary ejectment. 

( 6 ) The landlord may then, without i)rejudice to any other remedi( 
open to him, bring a suit, in the Court where such a suit would ordinarily lii 
for the ejectment of the tenant after having filed the certificate of tf 
Controller mentioned in sub-section (5) along with the plaint. 

(7) The Court may suspend passing a decree for ejectment, if the tenai 
deposits in Court, for payment to the landlord, an amount not exceedin 
six months’ rent 

He said : — 

“My Lord, the amendment I b(‘g to move now is for the benetit of tf 
landlord and is directed against that class of tenants who cause a good dej 
of inconvenitmce to landlords by becoming habitual dtdaidters. 1 will mak 
a frank conl’essioii that this amtujdimmt has LxHm suggested by a matt(‘r ( 
pm*sonal incon veiiieiic(‘. I have a tenant who lias been giving iru' a lot ( 
troll bl(‘. 1 thought that a provision of this charactm' should be made in th 
Bill to guard against the incon veni(‘iic(‘ fell by landlords on account of tenant 
who are habitual default«‘rs. 1 submit this amendment without any commei 
for the consideration of this C-ouncil.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said 

“ My Lord, it is not clear whether the amendment moved l)y the Hon’bl 
Maulvi Fazd-ul’ilaq is to benefit the landlord or the tenant. As a matter ( 
fact, this amendment is n'ally unnec(*ssary because we have a provision alread 
in the Bill. The Ilon’bh^ Member seiuns to be under a misconceptioi 
the Controller is a Controller of rents and his principal duty is to ascertai 
the standard rent. Whether a tenant should be summarily ejected or nc 
must be determined by the court and not thc^ (kintrolier. We have it alread 
in the Bill that tlie tenant will not get the benefit of section 10 unless he pay 
the rent month by month and that section gives a discretion to the Court t 
allow the landlord i-ecovery of possession where he can show any cause whic 
may be deanned satisfactory by the Court. The amendment sets up th 
(V)ntroller as an intermediary between the landlord and the Court, and th 
pnx^edure will be more cumbrous. The Act provides a simple procedun 
On I his ground I oppose the amendment.” 

The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq said 

“My Lordy I beg leave to withdraw the amendment.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
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The following motions were, l)y leave of the President, withdrawn. 

106. The llon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Raliadur to niovt^ that at the 
end of udause 10 [ 4 )^ ihe following he addcaL viz : — 

(5) No sub-tenant shall be entitled to the benefit of tliis section 
unless the sub-lease was in conformity with the terms of the 
lease and has l>een recognised by the landlord 

107. Th(‘ Hon’bh^ Bahu Surendra Nath Ray \n niov<' that aft(‘r clause 
10 the following he ins(‘rted. viz : — 

“ 10A. The Controller may on application made to him by the land- 
lord or by any other person wanting accommodation in Calcutta recpiire 
any tenant to vacate any premises or part of a jiremises on the ground that 
such premises or part of the jiremises are not essentially necessary for his 
requirements and on non-compliance on the part of the tenant, may ejei't 
him on the expiry of one month from the date when a notice has been served 
in wTiting on him: 

‘ Provided also that in requiring a tenant to vacate any ]>remises or jiart 
of any premises the Controller shall take due ac(‘ount of the social usage and 
custom of the class to w^hich the tenant belongs: 

Provided also that in the case of any other person than the landlord such 
procedure shall be adopted only when one month s proportionate share of 
rent has been deposited: 

The Controller shall determine the amount of rent to be paid for each 
share 


New Clause lOB. 

lOS The Hon'ble Palm Surendra Nath Ray moved that alter clause 
10 the following be inserted, viz:— 

“ 10B. No person shall during the continuance oi this Act he ejected 
from any premises which may have been or shall he recpiired undei* the f)ro- 
visions of the Land Acquisition Act., 1804, or the Calcutta Improvement 
Act, 1011. or the Calcutta Municipal Act. 1800, and which is not actually 
necessary for the purposes of the improvement unless an equivalent accom- 
modation has been provided for him 

H(* said : — 

•‘My Lord, as 1 haw already said on a provioiis inoti<»n the Bill InMiig an 
eim>rgvnry measure, niusl l)e ireatod as such and it is niir hounden diUy to see 
that for th(^ Kunporary j-eriod lor which the Bill is intiuided to he in forcu* tln^ 
,‘vil is not a(^cent anted. The Rep(‘rt of tin* Ihmt foimnission appointed by 
Governnitmt has clearly (hunonst rated tin* fact that much ol the ])resent evil 
is due to the action of th(* Improvemeni Trust lirst in not making any propm' 
sch(mie for the ])opulatioii they have displaced ami, s(*condly, geiKwally irntreas- 
ed land values by selling surplus land at an enormous ])rotit. \Vc. an* now 
told that ihe Improviunont Trust is now going to iiiak<- some sclumn; of the. 
kind and that for that purpost* they are going to acapiiri' lands at, Maniktolla 
and Cossipore-Chitpur. We heard befoia^ of soim* housing schemes under- 
taken by the Improvement Trust and understand that some years ago llu^y 
actually built some houses in the Maniktolla (piarter of the town to house the 
hiLstee people and the pex^r middlc' class. It is a fact, h<iwf‘vei, that th(‘y have 
not been successful and certainly the accommodation was quite mad(‘quat,e for 
the present requirements of the city. T am not sure when the housing 
schemes of the Improvement Trust will take shape or what shape it will take, 
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hut it is evident that people will be displa(;ed from their homen not only by 
the housinej Hehemos but alRo by the general operation of the Trust for the 
Improvement of Calcutta. The present amendnient is intended as a measure 
to safeguard, in liowever small a degree as possible, against the accentuation 
of th(i evil. It will not prevcmt the Trust from procc^eding with any legiti- 
mate and desirable pioject or even to aequir(‘, on the guise of that purpose, 
surplus lands t(' sell at a profit, hut simply requires the Trust to make 
proper accommodation for the people dis))laced — an obligation which thc' 
d rust has so far faihul to comply. 

As n^gards the (*xtension of tliat principle to the cases of compulsory 
expropriation of other kinds under 1 he Land Acquisition Act or the Calcutta 
Municipal A(‘i it may he point i-d out that it is undesirahle, in view of the 
prt^eent stati' of affairs, to comp(d people to vacate their houses when t lu‘y 
have no plac(‘ to go to.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri said — 

“My Lord, 1 Bup|)orl. t his amendment. The Improveineni Trust is one 
of th(' culprits for whose action this fbuit Act is being passed, Trust 

takes moia^ land tlian is recjuired for opening out a new road and aftm' th(‘ 
street is completed disjioses of th(‘ sur})lus land on both sides of th(' load at, 
a great profit. Take, for instam^e, tlu‘ (hmtral Aveninn Here the Improve- 
ment d'rust witliout providing any place* beforehand for the accommodation of 
the occupants of the houses which have b(*(‘n acquired turn(‘d the timants 
out of thedr houses. It was also poinl.ed out in the public ))ress that it 
would have h(‘('n Ix'tter for the peopl(W)f Calcutta if the Improvtmient Trust 
had opened out roads in th(‘ suburbs and improved tln^ sanitary c(niditions 
ther(‘ b(*for(‘ they took u)) the work of opening out new roads in the heart of 
the city and of demolishing houses without providing for new hoiist's 
elsewluuT. For this reason 1 su^iport this amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said — 

“My Lord, r have great jih'asure in supporting this amendment for th(^ 
reasons which hav(‘ btum adduced by th(‘ hon’ble mover and by the preced- 
ing speaker.” 


The Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq said 

“My Lord, 1 also support this amendment. Whether the Improvement 
Trust is or is not one of the culprits for whose delinquency this Act is 
rendered necessary, there is a good deal of truth in the argument that the 
operations of tlu^ Trust have been conducted in su(di a manner that accom- 
modation in Calcutta has b(‘Come very insullici(*nt and has rendered among 
other causes a camsiderable rise in rent. I n^alisi^ that the practical eftect 
of the aeceiilance (>f this amendment will be t hat the operation of the Trust 
will have to be postponed for the period this Act is in force. That perhaps 
is a possible difficulty, but 1 think some way could be found out of the 
difficulty by providing accommodation for such persons as may be ejected by 
the opera! ions of the Trust. Government ought to find out some scheme for 
helping people in securing suitable accommodation. I can see the difficulty, 
but I should think that the difficulty is not of an unsurmountable character, 
at any rate it is only fair till normal conditions are restored that there should 
not be any further disturbance of the conditions that are prevailing in the 
city either by the operations of the Land Acquisition Act or the Calcutta 
Improvement Act. For these reasons I support the amendment.” 
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The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said — 

“ My Lord, I heg to sa[)p()rl this aiiu*iidinont. It no('ds dis(‘ussu)ii so far 
as the fjrovisioiis of the Land Acquisition Act of 18:^1 go. Authorities have 
a right to acquire lands under this Act or other cognate Acts, hul there is no 
doubt that the present state of things. ai‘c.>nling i o t he opinion of many, is 
due to the acquisition of land by the Improvtontmt 'Trust and the obvious 
result is tiie incn'ase of rent in Cahuitta. Now if (iovt'rnment t>na(‘t a law 
like the Rent Law of (kilcutta, it is nt^cessary that furl her sti'ps slioidd lu* 
taki'ii to prohibit tile (‘ontinuanon of furih(>r increase of rent. Now if th.‘* 
fact he that the Improvement Trust is resporisibh* to a em tain (‘Xtimt for 
this state of r hings, is it g(H)d argument to say that llu‘ Improvmmml Trust 
will he allowed to continue to ac(jiun> furthm* lands ? That demands a (umsi- 
deration of Govm-nment hecaust' wt‘ do not wish lohaxea similar Acl ht*r('- 
after for the purpose of n‘Stricting i lie rent . 

Let us take anothi'r asp(‘ct of tin' (jiu'stioii. If the Land Acijuisit ion 
authorities are allowi'd to acipiin* lands the oL>vu»us result wouhl ht' that 
many pe.ojile will have to vacate tht'ir houses and laiuls. and whai will 1 m' tlu' 
state of things? That is the same state* of things of winch we* ai'c now 
(u)ni])laining will come* hack again ; tln'i'id’ort* this ann'inlnient de'inands tin' 
scu’ious considi'ration of {.lovernnn‘nt . Maulvi Fazl-nhlLnj has brought, to 
your nOt.ict* that it wiil Ik* a check to the Iniorovenn'iit Trust, to aeijuire* 
furtlnu' lands. Probably that would lu* tin* result., but if tin* R»‘nt .Vet is 
})ass(Hl (rov(*rnmcnr should lake st(‘ps to improve' house* aeeommodal.ion in 
t kalcntta, for that, is the chief reason for t in* rise* in re'iit, ami iln'ii go on 
with tlu' work of the 'Trust. 1. tlu'rcfon*, Inivt' great ph-asun* in siipiiort.iiig 
this ann'ndiiieut.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said 

“ My Lord, 1 welconn* the opportunity of d(*fendiiig the lmpro\ami('nt 
Trust. 1 am a whole-hearti'd admire*!* of tin* Improvement Trust ami of what 
tht'y liave done in Calcutta. 'This ameininient se(*ms lo me to roust* an old 
horm't’s nest quil.i* unm*(‘essarily, I am mys(‘lf om* of the eritics of the 
1 nqirovement. 'Trust, but 1 am not .in (*m*niy of i he I nqiroveim'iit Trust, and 
it affords iik' muc*h pli'asuo' to dofen 1 the Trust on t his oeeasion. My reason 
for criticising the Improvement 'Trust as regar Is the rent, as im*nl if>ned in 
tln^ llent Committee, waas that tin* Improv('nn*nt Trust w is to m ii I is(‘ri mi- 
nate in the public auct lOiiing of I m Is that (‘arm* in t heir possession without 
imt»r)sing upon the purchas(*r any ne(*(^ssitv of building .a hous(* on that hand, 
and by so doin^ they s(‘t an ex.irnph' of r’.iising the land values ni tkalcutta. 
In that particular respect tie* I mprovem ‘lit I rust did consi-h'i’able damage 
to tie* intt'rest of thib*ut.ta, but t h.at is a m *re side wsue wliicli does not alTeet 
tin* gt'iK'ral policy of tlm Act. under which tin* Improv(*nient Trust goi's to 
work. 'Idiat is merely a side issm* and Ih'i; iiise I siigge.stivl this criticism in 
the Rents Commit. ti'i*. 1 got attach(el to myself a considerable dr*gr(*e of odium 
which was quit^* unearned and unnecessary, but this horm't’s nest that has 
been raised liy this amendment is v<*ry dangerous to the int(*rest of tin* 
Improvement Trust hut ad vaiitagt'ous to tin* tenants of Calcutta. I think if 
the amendment were carrie 1 it would impf' le the h'gitimati* work of the 
Improvement 'Trust and for that reason f oppose it. ’’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. Goode said e— 

My Lord, the Hon’hle Mr. Piu'lps in mentioning the activities of tin* 
Improvement 'Prust has rightly said that the anu'ndment which is now 
before the house attempts to raise in a new form tin' ol 1 antagonism to the 
work of this body which many ol us had thought was long since dead. I 
think many of the Members of this Council will agree that the enmity and 
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suspicion with which the work of tlie Trust was originally regarded, have 
now largely Huhsidf'd so far as the ordinary rate-payer in Calcutta is con- 
cern(‘d. 1 think it is now fairly gern^rally agreed that the ordinary citizen of 
(kdcutta n‘gards the op(*rations of the Trust as beneficial not merely to the 
wt^althier inhabitants of the city but also to those | oorer citizens whose living 
conditions aia* so d(‘j)Iorabl(*. I suggest therelori* that it was unfortunate 
that, by what the 1 1 on’ble Mr. Phelps termed a sidf‘ issue, this House should 
attempt to hold uj) and stay the beneticent work of that body. The Improve- 
ment Trust, as w(‘ all know, has been eharg(‘d on many occasions with having 
})rovid(Ml inade(j[uately lor tin* re-housing oi Cvaleutta. We all know also that 
at the prese nt moment the Imj)rovement Trust is engaged in working out 
some large r(‘-honsing seheim^s. I suggest that it would be a disaster ol 
th(‘ first rn-der if this IlouS(‘ by its vot(‘ on this clauS(‘ of the l>ill should 
attempt to ehei^k and stay that most important work, and I trust that tli(‘ good 
simse of tht‘ members of ihisChamb(‘r will restrain them from [riving counten- 
ance to an attern])! to modify rarliin- h^gislation of this (Miaml»er in an 
offhand way. 1 may say, my Lord, that the (H)vernm(*nt ol Pxuigal — and this 
fact is well-known to the House — is at present engaged in amending th(‘ 
Calcutta ImprovcnHUit Act. A Pill has already been (lrart(>d, and it is not 
lad'orc^ I ht^ (a)iincll at the ])r(‘S(‘nt mommn because 1 understand (lovernment 
has d(‘cid(nl to make further impiiru^s intotht' (juestion oi re-housing, (h)vern- 
iiKUit fe(^ls that the Aci, as at pr(‘sent in force. do(‘S not deal suffici(‘ntly 
fully with this iin| ortant pi'oblein. ddieia* ha\'e lanui important (h'VtdopiiM'nts at 
llom(‘ in tht' niattao- of n-housing, and tln^ Local Covi^nmenl Inna^ is anxious 
to avail itsi'lf of tln^ (‘xperience which w(‘ can obtain from abroad ami also, 
1 und(M’Stand, from Pxiinbay. In view ol tlu^se lacts. it would be doubly 
unfortunate if now you should atUunjit to hold U]) the work of I he Trust by 
restri(*ting and resta'aining its op(*rations for the duration ol the jirestuit Lill. 
I do not Ihink it can b(‘ urg(‘d with any forc(‘ that the I mjirovtumuit Trust is 
likely to show any want of humanity or (a)nsid('ration in (haaling with [persons 
whom its op('ratuons have evicted, ddierelore, my Lord, so lar as the 
substancH' of tlH‘ amendnuuit goes, (jovtu’nnumt is comjielled to oiler the 
strongi'st opjiosition to it. 

I may als(» crit !ciz(‘ its form. It may be observed that the amendment 
propnses that the Trust shall not acquire lands wiiich are not actually necessary 
for the purposes ol any imju’ovement . iVly I^oi’d. evt'ry om^ in t his ( hamb(u 
is w(dl acquainted with the legal quibble which arose out of thtMlrafting 
of t h(' ( ’alcntt a lm])rovement Act, ddn'V are aware that th(' interpretation 
of sr^mewhat similar words in the Act has bemi the subj(‘ct of r(der(m(*e to 
th(‘ Privy (’oiincil. I submit that ihv words * actually necessary for the 
purf)os(‘s Of th(‘ improV(‘ment ’ are hoju'h'ssly wid(‘ and vague, and it would 
be (]Uit(^ impossible for this House, (^ven if it w(‘rc' priqiaiasl to accept the 
substanee of this amcndimml, to accept its present lorm. 1 he amendment 
do('S not even suggest wIk) is to b(‘ the arbiter of tin" d(‘gr(‘(‘ of necessity 
under which anv premises may be r(*quired. Not only is the ( alcut ta Improve- 
ment Trust concei’in^d in this matter but tin* Calcutta Corfioration also, 
which has at ])n‘Sent a vi^ry largt^ and ambitious programme of improvements. 
As many mmnbers of this Chamber are aware, the work of the Calcutta 
( kirporation has beim considm-ably hampered during the past four years owing 
to t he urgi'iit need lor economy. But the Corf oration has, at the present 
moment, laiincln‘d out on a very wide and ambitious programme of improve- 
ments. Is it suggested that these beiu'ficent activities of the Corporation 
should be delayed and very largely checked for providing accommodation for 
the few persons who are likely to bi‘ affected by their schemes? 


1 suggest, my Lord, that the means are entirely out of proportion to the 
end or object which it is sought to attain. 1 will, therefore, mainly on 
the ground' of substance, oppose this amendment because to me it appeal’s 
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that ihifl proposal to sta\ the work not nuM'ely of tie* Calcuita Corporation or 
the Iinprovenu^nt Trust, but also any oriixinal seheines which Government 
may desire to undertakt^ in ('alciitta, will not commcmi itstdf to tin' ijood sense 
of this Honse since t lu' obj(‘ct which it set'ks toachn've is t'ntirel}' ciispropor- 
tionatt' to th(* dislocation of work and tiu' harmful results which will ensue. 
As regards the form of tin' ])roposed amt'ndim'nt, it could not ])ossihly be 
a(‘cepted. 1 would merely ur^e mt'inbers not to be misled by ])laU8ibl(' arjiju- 
ments which have been put before tiu'in, but to judixe this matter on its broader 
issues, and to decidt' tliat it would l)e (piiti* nnrt^nsonable and most unwise t<> 
hold up the work of tlu'se j^rteit bodies merely to providi* aiuMunmoiiation lor a 
few persons, whom their work is likely to dis[)osst»ss.” 


The Hon’bte Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

‘'My Lord, 1 hav<* closely followed the di'bate on this im])ortnnt qm'stion. 
In the first jilaei^ 1 may s iv that tin' Improvement 'briist has dom* a consid(‘r- 
able amount of work whicli has contribut(*d to the In'alt h ami sanit ation ol the 
city, and notwithstanding all tin' hardships that tin' p(‘ople have had to 
bear, tdu' main outc'ome of all fhe improvt'meiit s(‘ln'mes t hat hav(> b(*en carru'd 
out is that tin' town is much lu'althier than it was b('for(\ that (a)iuxt'Htion 
has to a Lir^t' exti'iit in tlu'st' ]>laees. whert* improvi'iin'iit has bi'cn 
(^arrii'd out, been minimisi'd. Uut at tin* same tinu* 1 sj>eak with a 
pei fectly impai-tial mind, ihoU|x:li 1 am a member of tin* Trust, and a critic of 
the Trust, yet I must say ttiat althoutth it has dom* beiK'lic'ent work, it has to 
a considerable (‘Xt('nt, as lias bei'ii observed by anotln'r impartial body, tin* 
Ib'iit ( h)mmitt('(', contnbuti'd to tin* present state ol tin* inty, that is to say, 
t-iu' pri'si'iit want of houses in (hdcaitta. My Lord, what I find is this : that 
W(' havt* earned out sclu'iin'S rt'<*'ardl(''ss ol any thoutxht how !-(► ri'placi* the 
displaet'd po udation. My hon ble Iriernl, Mr. Ibielps. to whose* s])('(M*h 1 have 
list(‘nt'd and have made some noti^s. paiii tin* Irnprovennuit 'rriist. sona* com- 
plinn'iits on t heir work , and injudi(‘ially compliuK'iited tlnuii also lor haviri|^ 
raised tin* valiit' of land t.o an (‘XtravaLTani exti'iit. What has happened is 
this: tak(* tin* Surtil)a^an area, scln'ine No. 1. d'bis is an an'a Ix'twi'tm 
Harrison Road and ('olootolla St.rt'C't. It was a (onixested art'a, urnjoubt,(*dly 
deservinn imjiroveiiient, and it was badl.\ in neetl ol it lor the health ol the 
locality. It was full of small d wellimx-houses. Now all tln sc^ hoiisi's hav(' 
been swept away by tin* Trust, with no ihoutrht of n'-ln»usin;X all tin* ])oor 
jieople who lived then'. No doubt, this is a fc'iir are;i now with broad 
streets, roads 60 to 80 b'et widf* ; it is a ])i(aure now; but t.ln^ pnha* of 
land round about th(*re has ixoiu* up owin<x to the sjM'culation ol the Hi'lhi- 
wallahs, and tln^ Mai'wans and the poor middh* class pi'ople bavi' been 
absolutely swept out of (hdc'ut.ta. Tins scheme was comjih't.ed about 6 or 7 
years a^o. ddii'se i oor pi'ojih' havi* be(*n driven out and their ililliciiltu's are 
furihc'r a^^ravated b\ the laei that our comniunity is so conserv'at.i V(^ that 
they will not ^o to any other loeality like Tollyjruntxe, or 1 Oiow'anipori' or 
Chit[)ore wh(*rt' land is cln'upcr ; they must liv(; in the (piarter wh('re their 
otiier relations lived, and that is owint( 0) tin* pcn-uliar su-ial customs of 
our country.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Phelps said 

** I rise to a point, of order. Sir. In my opinion tint speaker has travelled 
beyond the jioinl of the amendimmt. ’ 


The President said .— 

•‘No. 1 do not think so; the hon’ble member is explaining how the 
operations of the liufjrovement Trust deprived men of their dwelling-houses. 
That seems to me to be quit(' relevant to the argument, although there is 
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no nect'swity to embroider more than necesnary in order to preHK home the 
argument.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur, continuing, said 

“ I iiave 1)0(01 studiously hri("f to-day and unfortunately this speech was 
interrupt(Mi. As I liave said, these are the (liffif;ulti(‘s. Similarly, take otlier 
BelnoiKiS. SolieuK* No. 7 displac/cd a lar^e numli(‘r of p(‘C)plp. and this lias 
cont riluiti^l eonsi(h‘rably to the jireseiit situation to-day, and until very recent- 
ly th(*r(' has not Ikhoi any attempt to tak(^ up scheme for ladnstating these 
people hrst helore dis])os8essing tliein. 1 may tell you very frankly and 
candidly that wlu^rover there were small holdings it was said by the head 
of tht‘ d riist, ‘Let, them go somt'wherc*, wt* will accjuire those plots ’. The Trust 
get them for Its. 1 ,r>0() or 2.000 a c^ottah, and them rich jXMiple come along and 
they pay Ks. lo.OOO to Rs. 20.000 a cottah for those lands. I submit that the 
pr(.)pos(‘d ammidment would not in any way n^stru't tlu' o])erati()ns of the Trust ; 
all that it jiropost'S to do is that unless (^quival/*nt accommodation is provid(‘d 
p(‘oph' sliould imt fi(‘ dislodgcnl from tlnur holdings. W ari* doing t hat now. 
All my hon’ble friend sugg(‘sts is that the 'Trust and tin* On-poration should 
not acquire areas oiitslrh^ their imm(*(Jiat(' inii)rov(‘m(‘nt s(diemes. I (do not 
think that in any way will hamjxn- the oj)m*ations of the ’Trust, Let the 
roads only be mad(‘ and no surplus land be ac(|uirt*d until accommodaticjn is 
availabh' for the displaced ] eoph;. 1 do not tliink there will bt‘ any practi(uil 
(lifticulty, and thend’ore I cannot sec what (.ibji^ction thm-t* is to ncct'ptiiig this 
proposal. Which is a gr(‘at('r evil, to makt‘ p(M)])h^ rooih^ss and homeless or 
delay tin* execution of a scheme for two or three yt'ars ? 1 think the former 

is the greater evil.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

” My Lord, 1 am oin* of those who think t hat the Jinprovtuiamt Trust has 
dom* very usid’nl work for which the futun* la^sidents of (kilcutta ought, to be 
thankful to that body, and although 1 hold that vi(*w. 1 am not blind to tin* 
limitations and the (f(‘f(*cts c'lf the (kihuitta Jmprov(‘ment Act. 1 think, my 
Lord, esjM'cially aftiu* our exp(*rienc(‘ of the working of tin* Calcutta lm])rove- 
irnmt. Act, that that Act is capable of a good d(‘al ol imjirovenKoit. My Lord, 
the methoil of lecoupment as provid(‘d for in that Act is this, that if a 
particular arc^a is maided for a road, say oO or 100 lect wuh* or whatever it 
may be, tin* Act emi) 0 W('rs tln^ Trust to acapiire the surplus land on (Mtlu'r side 
of the road for purposes of recoupment. 1 quite ap])recia(e tin* importan(‘e of 
g^^tting additional n*v(‘nu(*, but I ventuia* to assi‘rt with a g(K)d deal of confi- 
denc(* that it is a very wasteful iiU'thod of getting tin* net^essary revenue. 
Any one who has any knowledge of the working of scheint' No. 5 the area 
betw(‘en Tdgin Road on tin* north, Jfazra Road on the south, Hussa R(.)ad on 
the west, Lansdowne Road on the east will a})preciat(* my jioint. Take the 
Hussa Road sclu’me, what has the Improvement I’rust doin* ? It has acquired 
a certain necc^ssary area within the road line*. l)Ut in ord(*r to provide the 
necessary funds it has acquired further land beyond the road line with the 
result that properties on the east side of Russa Road have reaped all the 
benefits of tin* improvement, hut have not contributed a single pice towards 
the improvem(*nt. while properties on the west side have havl to pay the bill. 
Now, my Lord. und(*r scheme 5, perhaps 75 per cent, have been dehoused. 
while, rouglily speaking, perhaps only 20 pier (a^nt need have been dehouvSed 
for the purp)Oses of the road. I fully apprec'iate the necessity for providing 
revenue. I suggt‘sl tliat in the coming amendment of the Improvement 
Act, J hope Your Excellency’s Government will soon take it up — that a much 
more equitable and more fair ” 
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The President ; Mr. P. C. Mitter ; Rai Debender Dhunder t those Ihihadur. 


The President said — 

“The Hon’ble Member is now getting quite beyond the scope of the 
amendmeni. I cannot allow him to dt^d wiili tlic future anieinlmcnt of the 
Calcutta Iinproverinml Act when discussinti: this Hill." 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said — 

“My Loi’<l, und(‘r the A^‘i as it stands, I submit tin' mctliods art' waste- 
ful, and although I cannot dcvcio]) my ideas on that })oint. Imt what i (io 
submit is that, p(nuling the amendiiKmt of tin* Improvmnenl Act. if this 
motion can be ai^cepted in this limitt'd form, the work of the rriist will not be 
holdup. 1 would ask tlic hon’ble movcn* of l.his ame'iidment wlietherit would noi 
be proper to limit his amendment to tin* operations of tin' linprovtnuenl 'Frust 
only because afti'r all it is that body which is mainly rt'sponsible for the dehous- 
iiig of the people. 1 quite atfrtM' with the llon'bh' Mr. (ioode as rt'gards tlie 
necu^ssity for proceeding wit li improvement scdiemes and also as to the 
u ndi^sirabilit y of lesli'U'ting the works of public, bovlies. 1 would suggest 
fiomc', siK’li words as ‘ wiiJiin the acttual road lim^.’ In that way lu'rliaps tin* 
work of the Trust (‘oiild be. carried on and not h(‘ld up. Flie (juestion of 
finance is all-import, aiit so far as the improvement work ol I lie 'Frust is 
conci'nied. Hut we know that tin* 'Frust mad(* a good deal of money last yi^ar 
when speculation on land was going on — more than it I'xpi'cted. So its 
finant‘es an* (jiiite sound at pri'smit. Perhajis if the amendment is modifieiJ 
in the form I liavi' suggi'Sted. that is restricting it to iho operations of the 
lm])rovemf*nt 'Frust only, I hop^* G-ovmmim'ut will find its way to a(‘ci*pt it. 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said .— 

“ My Lord, after hi'aring tJie spt'oeh of my hon’ble iriend, Habu 
iSurendra Natii Kay, on this amendment., I was inclined to think that tin' 
a(^cept,anc(' of this amendment, by the Council would bt* to hold up the work 
of tlie Improv<ni(‘nt Frust and the (Calcutta (orporat.ion and alst) the 
ac(]uisit]oiis i»y ( rovm’unn'iit lor tht'ir own purpose and that it. would be 
impohti(‘ t,o forct* this amendment on tin* (hmucil and that I should not be a 
party to su])porring my hon’ble friend’s amendnu'nt. Hut after hearing the 
speech of tin* Hon’ble Mi'. Cooh*, 1 r(‘(a)lle(U. that the proposed amimdment 
of the Improvement Trust Aet of 1911 has been in (ainl (Uiif)lal.ion for s(*veral 
years — at h^ast 1 have Ixmui ijeanng of it for the last four yc.ars. 'Fhe w^ar 
could not jiossibly liavo bt'(‘ii a n‘ason for not pro(rce<ling witii this h‘gislation. 
'rinu'cfore if tliert* bf* aiiytliing wbudi would hast(*n that legislation, /.c., the. 
ann'.ndmciit (d the Improvcnn'ut 'Frust Act, I woul 1 support such a mov(^- 
mmit. If tin* I'esiilt of tln^ aec(*]>t ance of my hon’bh* (rimid’s amc.ndmc.nt 
l(*adft to that, I think 1 ouglit to siipjiort it. I may Ix^ permittfxi to nnmtion 
tliat the work of the Improvi‘m(*i;t 'Frust has not be('n an unmitigated 
blessing to all jiarts of the* town. It, has done great g'u.)d, but it lias also tlfine 
great evil — tin*, evil which could be avoideal ifi ln^ lmpiov(‘ment 'Frust A(U 
could be workrd properly. 'Flu* membeu's of tin* l>oard resmit eriti<*isms and 
they believe that what they think right must lx* right and outside opinion 
has no value in their eyes. As I havi* said, tlni Cahuitt'i Improvement 'Frust 
has beam tin* ebief cause for tin* misery of wliieh thox* wbo call thcinselvf's 
tenants, complain, and the logical conclusion of the* principle wdiich has be(*.n 
guiding Government in enacting the (’alciitta Kent Hill is that whi(m has 
been suggested by my hon’ble friend, Habu Suren Ira N«ith Hay, that it stops 
all works of the Improvemf*nt 'Frust and tin* Calcutta f djrporation. Hut ray 
friend forgets that the Calcutta O^rporatimi has to pay 15 per cent, upon the 
market value of the property aetjuired, whereas tin*, im iroveinent Trust is 
relieved of that necessity. As regards the inconvenience which a man feels 
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if he haB to vaoatr his place of residence or business f,n account of the acquisi- 
tion by (Ttoverninrnt tliat is compensated to some extent by the 15 per 
cent, statutory allowance paid to him ordinarily, but the Improvemient 
Trust is und(‘r no necessity to pay it for any acquisition, and the Trust 
is free of that oldigation. riiendon* tin' Corjioration stands on a dihereriL 
footinti:, and, as it has already Ihhui }*oiiit(‘d ou^. the Calcutta Corporation 
contem[)lateH a(‘(juisition of lands in a populous ])art of the town, that 
is in W ards Nos. iM and 2'1. in tin* direction of Monohurpukur and the 
BallyL^'luj Railway line. Tlierofon* tin* propos(‘d operations of the (Calcutta 
Corj)oration will not allect the pia^sfuit question. As regards ordinary acquisi- 
tions by Covernment for their own ])urposc. to which refc^rimce has l)e(‘n 
made i)y my hon’l)l(‘ friend, Hai Radha (’liaran Ral Bahadur, /e., acquisitions 
m^ar tin* (Calcutta Medic.al (Jolh^ge. of course tlu'V would displaci* a largt^ 
numbeo* of p(‘oplr. and, if (iovernmont Wi re to [)roceed judiciously, what will 
be })aid as tliiur mai kc^t value could b(* jiaid in a mon* lib(>ral scale, so as 
to nullify tin* evils resulting from tlnur ac(|Uisition. Tliat can bi^ done by 
Oovernnumt without altering the Land Ae(|uisilion Act. That Ixung so, 
1 ought to siipjiort my hon’ble friend s amendment only for the purj) ‘se of 
pointing out tliat t hat is the logical (‘oneluslon of the principle which guides 
Government, enacting the Cahaitta IRmi Bill 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said .— 

My Lord, \\v have heard a gocnl deal about th(^ (Cileutta Improvement 
Trust and the nece-ssily ol clipping its claws to siicdi an t^xt(‘nt as would 
make tin' lnij)rovement Act practically a dead-letter for t in' next three years. 
My Lord, it is true that in tin* Ix^ginning the Trust, in connection with the 
selling or letting out of the surplus lands, did not ])t'rhaps in <‘Vtn-y improv(^- 
mimt s(!heme do so wit h an eyi' towards tin' (]U<^stion or problem of re-housing 
in Calcutta : but (lovernmeni. have from time to time apjdied tin' correctivt^ 
to tin' dVust. and in recent times at any rate tin' policy of tin' Trust has 
been cJianging largi'ly towards the ])roblem of re-housing in Calcutta. As 
1 understood Mr. Mitti'i* and if 1 uinb'rstood Rai Lebender (diundc'r (dhose 
Bahadur corn'ctly, as 1 found some diiliciilty in following him, they have given 
a quabtied support to this ann'inlnn'iit of tin' Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath 
Ray and I think 1 might yet la* abb* to ('onviin'C' them that tin* amendment 
as worded will not only roj e in t in' Tnisi and pract ically mak(' its work 
nugatory, but it will make it im]K)S8ibh" for Government to acquire any land 
for a public* purjiose, or for tin* (Corporation for that mat ter to acquire lands 
unless they were abh^ to prove that the lands were required for the purpose 
of an improveiiK'ut. 


ddierefore from that point of view, the amendment as proposed is an 
impossible one. If the idea hv onl\ to have' a sword thrust at the work of 
the (kileetta lm})ro\ement certainly the annmdment as it stands goes 

much furtlu'r and is so widely worded that it would make it impossible for 
any opm-ation by (lovernment uinh'r the Land Acquisition Act. For instancii, 
if land was requirt'd for an educational institut-ion or for any re-housing 
scheme and If (iiovi'riiment hereafter thought that the ])rovisions of the Land 
Acquisition Act or the Cahmtta Municipal Act should be, applied in acquiring 
tlu! land, this amendment would make it impossible. 

Now to turn to the question of re-housing for which the Improvement 
Trust is accused, and as T said in the beginning, probably in certain improve- 
ment schemes there W('re grounds for accusation. Am 1 to understand that 
it. is tlu' Improvement Trust alone that is responsible for this re-housing pro- 
blem. simply because it has iinforiunatidv in schemes which are of a varied 
nature — sewm'age schemes, street schemes, etc., helter-skelter put people out 
of bustees and it has not found sufficient accommodation for them ? Does not 
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the landlor i come in ? i)(X>s not tht* question of pi*e-einpti<ni also to a certain 
extent bar tlu' (]uest!on of devtdopinenl of Calcutta? Is it entirely the 
Improvement Trust that is at fault over the question of devi'lopment or 
rehousing ? I think, my Lord, a good d(‘al could be said regarding tin* land- 
lord who gets back a certain amount of land from the 'IVust not dt^vidoping 
that property, ilut my argument hm*e to-day is going to l>e not actually to 
supplement what Mr. Goode has tiientioiusl about tin' good work done by the 
Improvement Trust or to remove tlie distrust to a certain ext« nt of the 
puljlic mind towards the Trust, f)Ut my argument is mainly going to be that 
in the first place it is neit her the linK* nor llie place tai restrict tht' optu'ations i)f 
the Improvement Act. iMr. Goode has (e\plaiiu‘d that (Ln’t^rnment have under 
consideration the amendment of the Improvement Trust Act, and I can assurt^ 
the Council that that is a fact becausi^ I have seen the draft Hill myself, luit 
for certain reasons we have not been able to introduce or pulilisli it . Hut wt^ 
have got 8(‘veral mattm's coming up in connection with tin' Improvi'inent 
Trust. We have also as I mentioin'd in connection witli aiiotln^r thing tin' 
otlier day, tlie <iuesMon of a Town-planning A(;t. Lor all thes(' reasons 1 do 
think that to try to restrict and practically bring tht‘ operations of the dhaist 
to a standstill for tin^ mext thret' ye.ars is not to my mind at all justlliubh'. 
Further, altliough Mr. Mitter has numtuoned that owing to the land boom tin* 
Trust have ma<h^ a little niort* in(‘om(^ than in noimal timi'S, 1 can assun* 
him t hat the Trust will l)e very largt'ly financially (tripphaj if this ami'iidment 
is carriiHl. I cannot possibly recommend this C/ouiicil to ac(‘ept thisammid- 
iiieiit, and on bidialf of Government 1 must oppose it. 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

My Ijord, 1 am very nimdi I hankful to my hon’bh' frit'iid, Uai Kadha 
Charan Lai IJahadur, for liaving said all that I had to say with ndereiici* to 
tliis amendment. He is probalily connected with tin' lmprovmiu>nt 'I'rust 
and the Calcutta Corporation for a larger number of years than any otln*:* 
ineinbtT in tills Council. Well, I am told l)y Mr. Pnelps that it is not so : 1 
may be wrong, but I think it is a tact that he is conne(;ti*d with the Impiove- 
inent Trust lor a largio- iiunibm* ol years than many of us. Mr. Lhelps began 
by saying that 1 had been trying 1o raise* a hornt*t’s nest and he was hm'e to 
(h'leiid the dVust. My friend ought to know — and what liedid not state — that 
public bodies lik(' Governmmit if tln^y liavi* rights have also obligations, d’he 
question, therefore, arises vvlietli(U' tlic (’alciitta Improvemimt Trust in the 
exm-cise of tlnur rights have dischargi'd the obligations during the coursi^ of 
tiiesf' long yi'ars that thi'y are carrying on tlndr iiniirovemeiits in ( Calcutta. 
Mr. Goode has also in th(A sanu' strain said that l>y moving this amendment 1 
am trying to raise a liornet’s m*st and that as a side issue I want to raise tln^ 
old contro\ ersy. That is far from my mind, nor is it my wish by moving this 
amendiiK'iit to cheek t he work of the Improvement 'Trust. If t he Improve- 
ment. Trust has done good work — and everybody admits it — we are t.hank- 
ful to that body. 1 admit that it has done an iinmenst' amount of good, i)Ut it 
has also failed to carry out inuidi that was exfiocted from a luxly |ik(‘ it. It 
IS said that tdie b»*neficie!it aiutivities of the Corporation and of the Im- 
proviunent Trust will be st^jppod if my anamdiiHiit 1/e acce| ted. But 1 fail 
to See how 1 he beneficient work of the> Corporation or of the Improvement 
Trust will be hindered or olistructi'd or will Ixj stopped if my amend mmit la^ 
accepted. What is my amendment? My amendment is to tiie effect that no 
person shall during tln^ continuancf^ of this x\ct be c.jix^ted from any premises 
which may have bemi or shall be ri'quired under thii provisions of tli»' Land 
Acquisition Act, 18h4, or the Calcutta Improvement Act, UMl, or the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1899, and whi(di is not actually necessary for the purpose-', 
of the improvement unless an equivalent accommcxlation has been provided for 
him. If you require a piece of land for the purpose of a road, acijuire that 
piece of laud, but do not acquire the surplus land which you now acquire 
under the provisions of the Improvement d rust Act or the Calcutta Municipal 
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Act. Take an much land as you think necessary for the actual purj) 08 e of 
the road or for any other scheme. The object of my amendment is not to 
disturb the occupants of houses in the surplus land for three years. After 
these ihn^e years you can do anything you like with them. Nor will 
th(i work of the Improvement Trust or of the Corporation be hindered in any 
way. If you want to make an award in respect of any surplus land, let 
that, award be paid to the person who is entitled to it after three years. Do 
all that is neciissary for the purposes of acquisition or for the j)Urposes of an 
actual i-oadway or for th(‘ pur])OSe of any other improvement sclnune which 
you think ne(;essary, but do not disturb th(‘ timants of tln^ surplus land for 
three yc^ars. That is my amendment. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Coode has said that my amendnnuit is too wide and 
that it is not actually necessary. 01 (course I know t he decision of the Privy 
(V)uncil in th(‘ (;ase of Chandra Kanto Chose, but that has nothing 1o do with 
my aiiKMidment, I to submit that my anKoulinenl, is plain and simple. 

Your Lordship is probably aware of tlu^ leading of tin* Indian public in resf)ect 
of tln^ operat ions of thc' Iniprov(*nH‘nt Trust. Tht\v have Ix^en loud in their 
coinh'Tnnat Ion of the way in which middle ejass gentlemen have be(*n 
dislodged from their anc(.‘stral homes, but no Inan] has b(*(‘n paid to th(*ir 
complaint. In fact, tlie Ana'lo-lndian ])ress have said that tin* Indians want, 
to liv(‘ in dirt and filth. 11 my anu‘ndinent is a(;ee}>t(Hi iln* I nqiroxo'inent. 
Trust or l In* ( adcut.ta Corporation might be abh* to sell tlie surjilus lands 
to tin* would-be purehas(*rs afitu' thrt*(^ yc'ars. It is only for thn*!* yt^ars 
t hat. 1 say do not disturb tin* occupants of hous(^s in the surjilus land. 

Th(‘n I am told by the Maharajadhiraja Pahadur ol Burdwaii that there 
is already a draft Pill for ann*nding tin* Calcutta Iin])roveinent Act, but we 
know tin* fat** of tln^si* draft Pills. It will tal<(' at h'ast a yi^ar more at the 
earli(*st befoi’c t he Pill will become law. Whert* an* tlu^se p(*.()])h* t,o go to 
in the ineantinn* ? If, as has been saiil by Mr. Cood(*, niy amernlinent is loo 
wid(^ let him say what amendment Govi'ninn'iit .are prepared to aecej t. 1 
shall be only viuy glad to consider, if any reasonabh* ann*ndmont is put bt*- 
fore me, win ther I vvould be willing to a(*e(*pt that 1 am told that this Pent 
Pill is primarily in tin* int(*rest of the tenants and my aniendment is also 
in the interest of the tenants. Do net (*vict people who have boen in their 
homest(*ads for generations unh*ss you actually laHpiire the land for the 
})urf)()S(* of the imiirovement, and allow profiteers to purchase tin* surplus land 
and niak(‘ (*normous profits tinnadrom. This is all 1 have to say.” 

ddie motion being put, a division was tak(m with the following result : — 


Ayes — 14. 

Thr IJon’hh* liabu Sarnt (Jbaiulrn Cbakrabiitty 
,, ,, Uai Mabondia Cbaiidra Mitra 

Bahadui. 

,, ,, Kiiinai Sbib Sbekharpswar Ka\. 

,, ,, Babii Brojfudra Kisbor Kay Chau- 

(Jhnri 

,, Hai Pebcnder Chnnder Ghose 
Baliadur. 

,, „ Kai Radlia (’baran I’al Bahadur 

.. Balm Surtuidra Natli Hay. 

,, ,, Sir Nilrataii Sarkar, Kt. 

,. ,, Kaja lit ishik»-Hli Labu. c.l L. 

„ Babii Akliil Cliandra Datta. 

Babu Ki{<liori Molian Chaudburi. 

,, ,, ]Mr. Adliraf Ali Khan Ciiuiidluiri. 

.Mt. B. C. Miller, c.l.I. 

., Maulvi A. K. Fazl-iil-Ilaq. 


Noen — 20. 

The fioii’ble Sir Henry \Vheel(T, K c.i.K., c.S l. 

,, ,, Mr. J, (i. Cunniiing, c R.i , (M.E. 

1, .. Sir Bijay Gliand Mabtab, k.c s.i., 

K.c.i F... 1.0 M , Maharajadhiraja 

Bahadur ol’ Biinlwan 

„ ,, Mr. II. L. Stejdieijson, ( H.i., c.i.k. 

„ ,, Mr. W W. Hornoll, c i.K. 

,, „ Sir 0. J. Steveiison-Moore, K.n.i e , 

t'.\ 0. 

,, ,, Mr. S. W. (j(,)ode, 

„ ,, Khan B>aliadur Maulvi Amin-uP 

Islam. 

„ „ Major-General W. H. B. liobinson, 

r. li., 1 M.s. 

,, ,, Mr F. J. Monahan. 

„ „ Mr. W. 11. H. Aideii-Woiul, c.l E. 

,, ,, Mr. Gurner, 

„ ,, Khan Sahib Ainan Ali, 

,, Mr. L. S. S O'Malley, c.i.E. 

,, „ Mr. M. C. .McAlpin, 

I, ,, .Mr. A. Marr. 

,1 „ Mr. F. A. A. Cowle) , C.I.K. 

„ „ Mr. G. N. Rov. 

„ „ Mr. W. H. Pbelpa. 

„ „ Mr. K. M. WatBon Smyth. 
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The following members were absent : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

,, ,, Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, r.i.K. 

„ „ Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, ,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

,, ,, Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

,, ,, Mr. Aminiir Rahman. 

,, ,, Mr, Bindley. 

,, Mr. A run Chandra Singha. 

„ Dr. Abdiilla-al Mainiin Suhravvardy. 

,, Maulvi A bill Kasem. 

,, ,, Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-ul-Oinrah, k.(’.s.i., 

K.C.V.O. 

,, ,, Sir Deba Prasad Sarba<lhikari, Kt., cm.e. 

,, ,, Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjei^. 

,, ,, Bahu Siv Narayan Mukharji. 

,, ,, Mr. (:t. a., B ayh'v. 

,, ,, Mr. W. L. Travers. 

,, ,, Mr. Cat heart. 

,, Mr. Pickford. 


The Ayes being H and the Noes 20, the motion was lost. 


100. The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha moved that clause 1] be 
omitted. 


lie said : — 

Tiiis claiist.* violates th(‘ ebmemtary principle of legislation, namely, thi^ 
])reservation of d(‘cr(^(*s and orders already' passed by duly eonstituih'd (.‘onrts 
of law. and of the rights and obligations arising tlurefrom. It is for this 
reason that we invariably lind a saving c*laiis(‘ in the? various statuti^s ])riss(‘d 
by tli(' l‘*gislatur(* of eveuyv CMjiiiiiry. In this eonm^ction 1 may penit out by 
way of example sec*t lOii 2 of the Transler ol Proj)eu*ty Act whereb\ all bgal 
relations ertuittsl bid'ore the A-'t liave be(m saved. There ar(‘ also s(“Veral 
judicial iironouneiMiKUit s {>! Ills Maj(‘sty's Privy Couneil (f'.y.. ^ Cal. 17 P. (^.) 
which have rej»eal(^ lly laid down that while interpreting a particular statail(A 
in the al)seiict‘ of expiu'Ss j)ro\ ision to the cont •’ary, tin* [iresumjition should 
arise that, tiu* rights and obligations which have I'llrc'ady aecru(‘<J, should b<‘ 
consid(‘riMl as having ln*en pn^^erved by the Act. In Munjlioori Bibi versus 
Akil Mahmud '17 (h L. d. it was Indd. following tln^ sound princlph^ lai<l 

down by Mr. .fiistiee VVilh^s in Phdhps versus Byre P* P- P- 

p. 1 (-3)] that. “ retrosp(.H‘ti ve laws an* j/riind Jucie ol questionalile. policy and 
contrary to the general primnple that legislation hy whicli 1 1n* (n)nd net of 
mankind is to be regulated ought, when introduced for iho first tiirnn to d(‘al 
with fiitun^ acts and ought not to charge t he character of past transactions 
carried on upon the faith of the then existing law.’ Again, that eminent 
Knglish jurist Sir Peter Benson Maxwell in his Treatise on the Intf*rpret at ion 
of vStatut( 3 S, p. H5(), 5th (edition, has expressed the opinion that * every statute* 
which takes away or impairs vested riglits acquin‘d under (existing laws. ()r 
creates a new obligation or imposes a new duty or attaclH*s a n(*w disability 
in respect of transaction or considerations already past must he presumed to 
be intended not to have a retrospective operation.’ Besides, the Civil 
Pr(K‘.edure Code provides for setting aside a decree or order. A d(*cree once 
pass(>d becomes final unless it is set aside by way of a])peal. review or 
revision. If, as under this clause, courts are empowered to s(*t aside their own 
decrees on their own initiative and in a totally diffen'ut proceeding. 1 am 
afraid the finality in litigation, which is the fundamimtal principle of all 
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Mr. G. N. Boy ; Ilrishihesh Laha. 

judicial ord»Ts, would be lost and uncertainty and insecurity would arise. In 
my opinion a nov(d departure from that principle has been made in this Bill 
without assi^niing any special reason for it. For these reasons I beg to move 
the omission of this clause.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said 

“My Lord, I oppo.se the amendment. The provision follows the Bombay 
Act. It giv('s som(‘ relief to p<H)ido against whom an order of ej(‘ctment has 
beim passed Ix^twcHoi 1st Septt'iiiber 19 Ih and the date of comimuKunnent of 
this A(*t. If th(‘ decr(i(;s havt^ b(‘(‘n executed their cases are finished and done 
with. l)Ut A'bat of those who still occupy the premises when the Act comes 
into forc(‘ ? More than six months have passed from the 1st Se)>teniber 1919 
lud'ore ihe Act conu^s into bmng. They shouhl get some Ixnu'fit along with 
tlun'r mdgh hours who will be iirotccied. We are only giving a discretionary 
pow(‘r to th(‘ court i,f) give rtditd in tin' light of tln^ provisions of the Act. 
The (;ourt may vary the ordm- or reseitul it. I appr^al to the Hon’ble Mmnher, 
to extend tlndr synijiathies to the case of tenants who have not been turned 
out of their homes on the date when the Act comes into force.” 


The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha said : — 

“My Lord, I am not much convinced by what has fallen from the Hon’ble 
Mr. Roy. I see no justification for introducing this clause in this Bill. 
There is no sucli provision in the Rangoon Ac:. And although tin* Hon’bh^ 
Mr. Roy said that tlnu’e is sindi a |irovision in tln^ Bombay Act, I do not find 
any. In any case, 1 do not see any reason for introducing this clause in this 

Bill. 


The motion Ixdng ])Ut, a division was taken with the following result : — 


Ayn — !>. 




TIu' lloirikli' Huitu Stunt (aiaiitli a ( 'Inikralmtty 
„ ,, liui Mahciidra (Jliaiulru Mitra Biihti- 

tJiir 

,, Kumar Sltil) SiK'lUiareHW ut Kay, 

,, ,, liabu Uinjcmlra Kishoi Hay Ohaii- 

(lliuri. 

,, „ Jiai Di-beiKltT OliuiitliT (Jlioae Baba- 

dnr. 

,, Hai Hadiia Cbaraii Cal Mabadiir. 

,, ,, Babu Sureiuiia Natb liay. 

.. Sir Nilt atari Sai kai K'l. 

,, , Kaja Hosbikewh Laha, c i.E. 


The lIoTi'hle Sir iienr\ Wiieeler, K r.i K., r k.i. 

,, ,, Mr. .1. G. Cuimniiit;, c.s.i , v.i e. 

,, ,, Sii Bijay Gbaml Malitab, K c.s.l., 

K (' i E., 1 O.M , Muliurajadhii Oja 
Bahaiiur of Biirduaii. 

,1 ,, Mr II L. Ste|iheiiKOi>, (j.s.i.. i;.i.E. 

,, ,, Mr \V. W llotnell. c i.E 

,. „ Sir G. J. Steveiisou Moore, K.o.i.E.. 

c v.O. 

„ „ Mr. S. W. Goode. 

„ ,, Khan Bahalur Maulvi Ainm-uJ- 

Islam. 

,, „ Major-General W. U. B. Hohineon, 


c n., 1 M.s 

Mr. F J. Mtinahaii. 

,, W. H. IJ Arden- Wood, n.i.E. 
Gurner. 

Bab" Kialiori Mohan Chaudhuri 
Khan Sahib A man Ali. 

Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley, c.i.E. 

„ M. C McAlpin. 

„ A. Marr 

„ F. A. A. Cov\ley, c.i.R. 

„ G. N. Roy. 

„ W. fl. Pbelpa. 

,, R. M. Wataon Smyth. 


The follovving members absrained from voting : — 
Tb(' Hon ble Balm Akhil Chandra Datta. 

,, ,, Mr. Provash Cliunder Mitter, c.i.E. 
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Mr. G. X. Boy. 

The following members were absent : — 

The Hoii’ble Mr. K. B. Duit. 

,, ,, Babii Mahendra Nath Kay, r.i.E. 

„ ,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

„ „ Rai Sri Nath Hay Bahadur. 

,, ,, Bhabendra Cliandra Ray. 

,, Mr. Amiiiur Ualiaman. 

V ,, M Himiley. 

,, ,, ,, ^1. Aslnaf Ali Khan (diaudhuri. 

Arun ( 'liaiulra Singlia. 

,, Dr. Al)dulla“al Mamuii Snhrawardy. 

.. Maulvi Abul Kasem. 

,, ,, A. K. Fazl-ul-Iiacj. 

,, Nawab Balnelur of Murshniabad. Aniir-ul-C)mrali, 

K.c.v.o. 

.. ,, Sir Delia Prasad Sarvadliikari, Kt., r.i.K. 

,, Sir Raj(‘ndra Nath MookerjtM.*, K. r.i.E. 

,, ,, Baba Sliib Narayan Muklierjoe. 

,, Mr. G. A. Bayb y. 

,, ,, ,, W. L. Travers. 

,, ,, C'atlicart. 

„ ,, ,, Bickford. 


The Ayes i^eing 9 an 1 the Xoes 21. the motion was lost. 

The following motion being idcmtical with the previous one was d(^emed 
to hav(^ been withdrawn : — 

110. The Hoii’ble Rai Radha Cliaran Pal Bahadur to move that 
following be inserted], viz. ; — 

111. Motion No. 100 not being carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Gliaran 
Pal Bahadur moved that after the word “ may ” in line 5 of clause 11 the 
following be inserted, viz: — 

“ except in the case of habitual defaulters or where the house is not 
required for any of the purjioses mentioned in sub-section (7) 
of section 10 ”. 


He said : — 

“If Your Kxiadlency will p(‘rmit me I would simply add the words 
' ex(iopt in tin' (•a8(3 of habitual defaulters’ and leave out, tije remaining 
words of the aiiHjndment. My obj(*ct is that tins clause will only apply to 
those who are habitual defaulters.” 


rhe Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said : — 

“ My Lord. 1 said just now that clause 11 gives only a discretionary 
power to courts in these cases, and tiiey are to exerciser this diseretdon for 
the purpose of giving efifect to tliis Aet. We have provided against habi- 
tually defaulting tenants. And we have* also provided for the landlords if they 
require possession of the premises under section 10(/). The Court will 
E3xercise its discretion in the light of those provisions, and sur( 3 ly it is 
unnecessary to repeat all these in this clause and surely we can leave this 
thing to the discretion of the court. I, therefore, oppose this motion.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 
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Clause 12. 

I'he following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

112. The Hen’ble Kai Debender Chunder Gliose Bahadur to move tlui 
clause 1 2 Ixi omitte<l. 

113. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved tha 
after the word “ person ” in line 9 of clause VI the words or his agent ’ 
be inserted. 

He said : — 

iM y Lord, I simply move this amendment. The ‘ pto’son ’ may bi 
abscmt or the ‘ person ’ may be a lady and in that case it may he necessar; 
lliat lie slioiild b(‘ representcxl by an agmit. 1 do not know whether there i 
any objection in ace(‘pting this amendment.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said : — 

My Lord. 1 really think the amendment is superfluous. I fancy tha 
the Hon’ble Member fears that the landlord has to make an affidavit and la; 
himself open to penalty. But that is not what tin*, clause really ineane 
The landlord’s agent can always apply for execution. The clause says tha 
the person applying for execution shall swear an affidavit.” 

TIk^ motion was then, by leave of tli(‘ President, withdrawn. 


Clause 13. 

114. The Ilon’ble Hai Radha (diaran Pal Bahadur moved tha 
after the word been ” in line 2 of clause 13 {!) the following be inserted 
viz. : — ' 

“ proved to the satisfaction of the Controller to have been 


11(^ said : — 

“ My Lord clause 13 givt's power for the recoviuT of rent of any kiii( 
paid by the tenant abovi* the standard rent. In the Liiglish Act it is als 
ree()vt‘rabl{‘, but it is recoverable by tin* (U)nt roller, not by the tenant hims(di 
kSoTue such provision ought to find a jdace heiH' also. Tin‘ matte)* shouh 
be d(‘cided by the Controller, otluTwise the tenant on that plea may withhoh 
the rent.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

‘‘ My Lor 1, there is nothing to ])revent the landlord running in th^ 
tenant if he refuses to pay rent, and 1 do not quite ^ee why the Controlle 
should be made the referee in this matter. For these reasons. I do not thinl 
this amendment is necessary ; I therefore oppose it.” 

Th(' motion was then put and lost. 

115. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for th 
word six ” in line 5 of clause 13 {1) the word ‘'three ” be substituted. 

He said : — 

My Lord, ordinarily three months’ time is allow^ed by the court, 
think also that three months w'oiild be sufficient time to enable the tenant t 
make up his mind. Six months is rather too long a time. ” 
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9 Hon’ble Mahara jadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, 1 do not consider tliret‘ months Ioul^ tmo igh, and this roally 
dIioS to rent which should not have Ixum jiaid and has got to he recoveied. 
hink six months is better than iliree. ” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The following motions were, iiy leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

116. The Uon’ble Rai Radha Gharan Pal lhaha Uir to move that 
the word six” in lin(‘ 9 of clause id (^/) the word ■‘thret‘” he suhsti- 

,ed. 


117. The Ilon’hh' Rai Radha Cliaran Pal Bahadur to move that at 
^ end of clause 18 {1) tlio following Uo inserttnl, viz. ; — 

” except in the case of a •payment made in pursuance of a voluiitaiy 
agreement 

118. The llon'ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
use 18 (1) the following Ih‘ added, viz. : — 

“ Provided that no such sum shall be recoverable by the tenant unless 
he had givmi n(»tic(‘ of tlu^ alh‘g(Hl ovtn'paynu'nt. in writing 
to his landlord and filed a (‘()j)y of the same notice in the 
court of the Gontioiler within a fortnight of the alleged 
over-payment 


3 said : — 

”My L')rd, T tliink this will ouhxxvo bond fide ohj(‘ct,i()n on tin* part of both 
idlord and tenant. Tin* tenant can no doubt easily give 1 5 days’ not-ice and 
slioiild be quii(' enough for the landlord to taKt^ inn’essary Kt»‘ps for rtdund- 
^ the ('xcess sum. OtluM'wise the matter may be k(‘pt over for a long 
ne. This ])roviso will be helpful both to landlords and to tenants.” 


16 Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

“ My Ijord, the effect of (his amendment would b(^ to fri’Htrat(‘ the sinipli- 
y which thti Bill aims at, and to iiitrodu(a* a formal jirocedure. Now the 
lant must pay his rent retrularly m mt h by month il he is to obtain the 
3tection of clausf> 10. ddn^ landloid will th(*n*fore know, (piickly enough, 
the tenant (daims that ther^ has been an overpayimmt, for wdnui the niorith 
UK'S round he will find it deducted from his rent, an<l tdiere is no lu'cd for 
e tenant to Sfirve a formal notice on him. Mindi U‘Sh is there any neces- 
y for filing a (mpy in the Gontroller’s Court. Apart from this, it ftannot 
piously be contcndt*d that wlnui there lias been ov(*rpaynHmt the tenant 
ould bf‘ deprived of his just rights by omission to give the landlord notice, 
ction 108 of ihn Transfer of Property Act does not provide for a notici^ in 
S6S where tlu^ ttmant can deduct payment from his reait It lays down. 
' instance, that where a lessor negh‘Cts to make repairs which he is ooiind 
make, the lessee may make the repairs and deduct their cost witli interest 
)m the rent, or otherwise recover it from the lessor. No notice of the cost 
repairs is required. Again, if the lessor dex^s not make a payment which 
is bound to make, and wdiich is recoverable from the lessee if he does not 
ike it, the lessee may make the payment and deduct it with interest from 
e rent or otherwise recover it from the lessor. Here again, no notice is 
escribed. Por these reasons, my Lord, I oppose this amendment,” 
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The Hon’ble Rai Radha Ctiaran Pal Bahadur said — 

‘‘ My Lord, 1 quite understand that if the tenant is in a position to dedu 
the overpayin(‘nt from the next month’s rent, then where i« the necessity 
proviiling for six months’ time? In one case the tenants may sit quiet for 
iiionths and 25 days and then come and say, ‘ 1 have paid Ks. 5 more.’ The 
are small landlords, my Lord, who do not keep any accounts, and then there 
sure lo b(^ trouble. I think there will be no liar m in j.roviding against 8U( 
occurrences.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Clause 15. 


The following motions were, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

119. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to mo 

that the words “ in the opinion of the Controller ” in lines 4 and 5 of clan 

15 (9) (d) be omitted. 

120. The llon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to mo 

that for the words ‘‘ unduly low” in line 5 of clause 15 (2) {d) the wor 
" less than the fair rent ” be substituted. 

121. The ilon’ble llai Padha Charan Pal Bahadur moved th 

after the word “ condition ” in line 1 of clause 15 (2) {e) the words 
environments or area ” be inserted. 

lie said : — 

“ My Lord, in clause 15 it is stah'd that if ther(‘ is any change in tl 
condition of the building, or an incn^ast* in the munici[)al tax, tlie (i)ontroll 
may raise the. standard rcuit. My Lord, tht'rt* may h(‘ other ehang(^s also ; f 
instance changes in environment or art^a ; such cdiaiiges as 1 have indicat 
in iny amendment.” 

The Hon’ble Matiarajadbiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, the reason why 1 oppose tliis amendment is, that in the fit 
place * unduly low ' in sub-clause [d) would cover most of the cases that t 
Rai Bahadur* has in mind, and, secondly, by adding these words aftcT * com 
tion ’ we would be imposing on the Controller a very large area of (.Calcutta 
administer, and for these reasons, I am unable to aciaqU the amendment.” 

The motion was then jmt and lost. 

The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

122. If motion No. 9 be not carried, and if motion No. 33 be carrie 
the Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter moved that at the end of clause 15 (2) ( 
the following be ndded. viz. • — 

“ (/) w^here a lessee has taken a lease for purposes of subletting 
where the lessee has sublet the premises for a period of sev 
years or more 

122A, The Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan mov 
that In line 3 of clause 15(2) (e) the word or ” be omitted, and that after t 
word taxes ” in the same line the words ‘‘ or cesses be inserted. 
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He said : — 

“ My Lord, this is a coiisoqucMitial amendment . As amendments Nos. 56 
and 57 hav’'o been carried this is necessary.*’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

123. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
clausa 15 (^) {e) the follovving be added, viz. : — 

“ (/) where the value of any premises has increased owing to the 
opening out of a road or square or similar other works of 
improvements in the close vicinity of the premises 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, if there is a change in tin* condition of the premises, tlie 
standard rent will not apply. This is also one of the cases in which th(‘. 
Controller may lie empowered to fix a fair rent, and tlu^refore I mov('. for the 
addition of this sub-clause.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

My Lord, what the Hon’blo Meinl)er in charge said about amendment 
121 apiilies to this amendment also, and I oppose it for tin* same reasons.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

124. The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazd-ul-Haq w^as to have moved that 
for the words at any time since the first day of Ai>ril, 1914,” in lines 4 
and 5 of clause 15 (2) {{) the following l>e substituted, viz. ; — 

” at any time before* the first day of April, 1916,” 

and for the figures “ 1914 *’ in line 6 of tlie same clause the figures 
“ 1916 be substituted. 

Tlie Ilon’ble Member being absent, the motion was deemed to liave been 
withdrawn. 

The following motions were, by leave of the President, witlidrawn : — 

125. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that after 
the figures “ 1914 ” in line 5 of clause 15 (2) (i) the words “ with the 
addition of ten per cent ” be inserted. 

126. The Ilon’ble Mr. 1^. (’. Mitter to move that in line 6 of clause 

15 (i) for the words and figures “ since the 1st day of April, 1914 

the following substitnt<'d , viz. : — 

“ between the 1st day of April, 1914, to the 1st day of April, 1919.” 

127. The Hon’ble Babu KiMhori Mohan Chaudhiiri, in the absence of 
the Hon’ble Mr. M. A-sliraf Ali Khan Cliaudhuri, ny)ve 1 that for the words ‘ fix 
such standard rent as he may deem just ” in lines 10 and 11 of clause 
15 (2) the following bo substituted, vi55. : — 

“ increase the rent of twenty-five per cent, and fix any premium 
or other like sum as he may deem just”. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, I move the amendment that stands in the name of the 
Hon’ble Mr, Ashraf Ali Khan Chaiidhuri without any speech.” 
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Maliarajadhtraja Bahadur of Burdwan ; Mr. G, N. Boy, 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, as the Hoii’ble Mr. Ashraf Ali is not here I really cannot 
make out why he has put tljis amendment in. The reason why we have put 
in ‘premium’ hon^ is not to enable tlie Controller to allow any premium 
butiotak(^ all the cireuinstances into consideration in fixing what is the 
just standaixl rent. The addition proposed by Mr. Ashraf Ali practically 
means that the (Jontroller is to increase the rent by 25 per cent, and fix any 
premium tliat he may deem just. I am, theiadore, unable to accept the 
amendment.” 

Tlie motion was then i)ut and lost. 

Th (5 following niotions w(‘r(% by leave of the President, withdrawn: — 

128. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Chaian Pal Bahadur to move that at 
the (uid of clause 15 (2) (i) tin* words “ with th('. addition of ten per cent.” 
be added. 

129. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Chaian Pal Bahadur to move that after 
clause 15 (2) ' 0 following be added, viz. : — 

“ Provided further that in the foregoing cases the standard rent shall 
be fixed at a sum equivalent to an income of not less than seven 
})ei* cent, on the valuation of the premises to be determined by 
the Controller ’b 


130. The Hon’ble Rai Radha (’haran Pal Bahadur moved that at 
the end of clause 15 {2) (zV) the following be added, viz. 

“ (2 a) Tn any proceeding for the recovery of any sum due under this 
Act, the C/ontroller shall, on the application of the landlord 
or the tenant, grant a certiHt;ate specifying the amount due 
in accordance with the pi*ovisions of this Act, and if such sum 
be not paid within a fortnight from the date of the certificate 
tlie same shall, on aj)plication to that end, be execaited by the 
court to which suits relatiu^ to property ordinary lie.’’. 

H(' said : — 

My Lord, this amendment is both in the interest of the landlord and 
the tenant because it will obviate the ne(;essity of litigation in a court of 
law involving lu'avy ext)onses. ddie. Controller has been made an authority 
in many matters relating to landlords and tenants. If a landlord can satisfy 
the Controller that a tenant owes him a certain amount or where a tenant 
can prove, to the satisfaction of the Controlhn*, that a certain sum is due to 
him, a certificate from the Controller should be sufficient for the court 
within the jurisdiction of which the property stands to issue an order [or 
payment of the sum. This is, I believe, analogous to the practice prevailing 
in the inufassal under the Bengal Tenancy Act. I think this is a simple 
procedure and should be acct'pted both in the interest of the landlord and 
the tenant.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said 

“My Lord, I think there is some misapprehension in the mind of the 
Hon’ble Rai Radha Uharan Pal Bahadur. He seems to forget that the Con- 
troller is a person to determine only the standard rent and not to adjudicate 
on any dispute as to the amount of rent payable by the tenant. That is the 
function of the court and the court must determine it. The Hon’ble Rai 
Radha Oharan Pal Bahadur wishes the Controller to be a smaller cause court 
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if I may say so, for he wishes that the eertihcate of the Controller is io have 
the force of a decree. I am sure that tin* Council will not pm-init the Con- 
troller’s certificate to be acitepted as the judgment of a court. 1, tlun-efort^ 
oppose the amendment on behalf of Government. ” 

The Hon'bie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, it is provided in another place that a landlord should obtain 
1 certificate from the Controller as regards the standard rent and thi' amount 
lue from a tenant. I think, having r(‘gard to the fact that a certiiicate From 
the Controller is necessary in such case's, the* landlorel and the' tevnant should 
[lot be eompellod to go to cemrt ; a certiiicate* from the (\)ntroll{‘r ought to be' 
sufficient to enable eitlie'r oF the partie^s to realise' his eliU'S. This is a simph^ 
procedure, and ] think there is such a proceslure iineicr the* Ih'iigal ’remancy 
Act, which is known as the^ certitieaate proce'dure. If something oF that sort, 
with such iiKMlification as Gove'rnment might, sugge^st, be' aelopte'd it would 
:'o lor t he* l)e‘noFit oF be'ith the landlords and the* te'nants, oj lu'rwise' it would 
)pen the' door still wider to the lawyers. ” 

The' motion was then put and hist. 

rhe Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said — 

“ My Lord, I be'g to withdraw ame'udme'nt No. 131. ’’ 

rhe Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, I was willing to aeu^ept the ame'ndmont. ” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

“ My Lord, iF that be so, [ may be' jH'rmitled to move*, it. “ 


131. The Ilon’lele llaliu Kishori Mohan Cdiaudhiiri tlie-n movt'd that h(‘F(»re* 
he word “ copy ” in both places in which it occurs in clause 15 (4), the 
vord “ certified ” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agree*d to. 


New Clause 15 A . 

132. The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter nmveel that afle?* clause 15 the 
bllowing be inserted, viz. — 

15 A. Notwithstaneling the provisions of this Act either' tlie* landlorel 
ir the tenant may apply to the Controller to assess a fair rent in any of the 
ollowing cases: — 

(a) where the tenant satisfies the Controller that the rent allowable 
under the other provisions of this Act yields to the landlord 
a net return of more than six and a half per cent, per annum on 
the estimated cost of erecting the building on the 1st day of 
April, 1919, less a reasonable amount to bo deducted on ac^count, 
of depreciation, if any, and the estimated value of the land 
on such date ; or 

(h) where the landlord satisfies the Controller that the rent allowable 
under the provisions of this .Act yields to him a net return of 
less than six per cent, per annum on the estimated cost of erer*- 
ting the building on the Ist day of April, 1919, h'ss a reason 
able amount to be deducted on account of depreciation, if any, 
and the estimated value of the land on such date, and tfie 
Controller shall, in either case, fix the rent at a figure which 
will yield to the landlord a net return of six and a half per cent, 
per annum on such date ”. 

7 A 
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He said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, this is a new clause and the object of it is to do justice both 
to landlords and tenants. Wo have been discussing a good deal as to what 
should be the proj)er data for fixing the standard rent and various questions 
were raised as to the standard rents for the superior landlord, the intermediate 
landlord and the tenant who is in actual occupation of a house. All these 
difficulties will disappear and justice will bo done to all grades of landlords 
and t(‘nanls if my amendment be accepted. When we were discussing an 
amendment of the lloirble Rai RadhaCharan Pal Bahadur in which he wanted 
to give 7 per ccmt. on the valuation of the premises to be determined l)y the 
CJontroller, the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said (hat the result of accepting that 
anumdinent would he to 'increase the work of the Controller a g(X)d deal. 
Now what 1 suggest is that those who can satisfy the Controller that the 
automatic standard rent yields less than 6.^ per cent., can ask him to raise t he 
standard rent and those who can satisfy the Controller that the standard 
rent yields more than 6i por cent., can ask him to lower the standard rent. 
If the aimmdment of Rai Radha Charan Pal Behadur were accepted, it would 
have been necessary to go to the (Controller at every stage, whereas the stage 
at wliich 1 want to bring him in is only when the landlord or the tenant can 
prove to the satisfaction of t he Controller that he has been rather hardly treat ed. 
Suppose that a landlord [has already raised the rent of his house to 200 
per cent., if we follow tin*, automatic standard rent method of the Bill we 
allow him another 10 per cent, increase. That is neither justice nor common 
sense. On the other hand, take the case of a landlord like Mr. Phelps who 
has not raised his lamt for years, who wants to raises his nmt ; all that ho need 
do is to go to tlie (Controller and say I have spent so much on the property 
and [ want a per (;ent. return. My amendment , if accei)ted, will remove the 
very serious anomaly which th(* A(^t, as at j)res(ml drafted, lends itself open to, 
namely, the anomaly of th(^ rent that a landlord can charge and that of the 
rent wliich a man in actual oc(uipation of a house can charge from a sub- 
tenant. 1 submit that my proposition is quite reasonahl(\ At pres(?nt one 
gots f)o percent, from war bonds free of in(*ome-tax and 6^ fx'r (u nt. with 
incom(‘-tax with all the trouble of land-holding seems to be reasonable. It 
is only 1 p(‘r cuuit. more than what one gets from Government securities.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley said : — 

”My Lord, 1 may be permitted to mention briefly some of the duties 
wdiich arc aJri'ady imposed on the (Controller by this Bill. The list of those 
duties has been increased in the course of the discussion of the Bill by 
making him a referee in cases of leases or agreements to leases for 5 years or 
upwards. References can be made to him if the landlord thinks the 
rent is unduly low and it requires no ])rophetic instinot to say that 
those references will not be few and far between but very numerous. 
Again, he may fix such standard rent as he may deem just in all cases 
in which salami has been paid. This was an addition made by the 
Select Committee, and I have no hesitation in saying that it will involve a 
very large number of cases to bo settled by him ; for the Council is aware 
that the payment of salami is common where shops are concerned and there 
are thousands of shops in Calcutta. Nor will the general provision that the 
Controller shall fix a standard rent where for any reason any difficulty arises 
in giving effect to this Act tend to render the life of the Controller a hai py 
one. I trust I am not pessimistic, but I think the attitude the landlords have 
taken towards the Bill shows that they are likely to make difficulties arise in 
giving effect to it when passed into law. The effect will be to, mak^ the 
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Controller a valuer in all cases covered by the amendment which are referred 
to him by landlords. I say the landlords, for I do not believe the tenants 
would refer to him, for in practice it will be found that few are in a position to 
produce proof of the cost of building a house on the 1st April, 1919, a date 
very favourable to the landlord.*’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

“ My Lord, about the increase of the duties of tin' Controller I must 
freely confess that I am not in sympathy \irith the ])oint. Kvrn if his duties 
increased tlie amendimml ought to be acei'pted in justici^ to landlords and 
tenants. If the Act is to do what it is inlonch'd to do, namely, to giv(‘ rtdit'f 
to the tenants, then if we do not mike a ])rovision like llu' one 1 hav(^ 
suggest(‘d, we cannot work tlu' Act satisfactorily. And I do not tliink that 
the work of the ('ontrollm- will increase very much. After all what would 

be his duties? In the hrst stage his duti(‘s will be more or less of an 

automatic nature. Wh' have certain IiximI datas and all that the ( 'onl roller 
nee<l do in most cases will be to get the rent tixed. Now as I't'gnrds that 

duty it ougfit not to take a very long time. 


As regards the reference of my friend, Mr. O’Malley, to th»‘ amendimmt 
for wliich I am res[)Onsiblc, namely, that in places where h\ises an^ for hvt^ yt^ars 
the (Jontrolhu- will have to certify that thes(3 leases are fair and just. I do 
not think tliere will lie very many of that character. Therefore, as n^gards 
the picture of the Controller being overburdened with work I do not think 
there is much substance. Tlnm as regards the ililhculty of the fixing a 6^ 
])er cent, return on outlay, those who are familiar with the dutitis of iho 
assessment offiem's of the Calcutta Corporation who n‘vise. t he assi^ssimnit 
of a eousiderahh* iiumlier of houses within a comparati vi'ly short tinu' will 
agrei^ witli me wlnm f say it is not a very diHicult task. No eomplicatiul sys- 
tem IS necessiry for this purpoS(% and a rough and n^ady method will doijuiti* 
wt‘ll, and if my suggestion is aecepti^d jnstiia* would l»e doin' t,o both tJie land- 
lords and tenants. My fritmd has not satislactorily e.xplamed how the standard 
rent of a house which is goingtolxCei out for tin* f.rst time will he (h'tiu’mimMl. 
However, my sole object was to bring this (piestion to the notice of tie* (.’oun- 
cil and of the Government in order to make tlio Aet a just om', and 1 ]('av(' the. 
decision in the hands of Government.” 


The motion being f)ut, a division was taken with the following reHiilts : — 


A{/es — //. 


Noefi~~lU. 


The Iloti’bie Bahu Sanit Chandra Cliakrahutt}. 

,, „ Kuiiiar Shii> SiKikharcHwar Ka\ . 

,, ,, Balm Brojeiidja Kishor Uay Chau* 

dhiii 1. 

,, ,, Kai Dehendur Cimnder (ihOHe 

Bahadur. 

„ ,, Rai Uadha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

,, ,, Bahu Siireiidra Nat^i liuy, 

„ ,, Sir Nilratau Sarkar, Kt. 

„ „ Baja Hri^hikesh Lalia, 

„ „ Babu Kishori Mohan Cliaudhuri. 

„ Mr. P. C. Mitter. c I.E 

„ „ Mr. W. H. Phelps. 


The Hon’hle Sir lliMiry \Vlu*clor, K.r i.r: . 

„ „ .Mr. J <f Cunm)l^l^^ o.s I., o,i,K. 

,, „ Sir Jhjay (.'liand Malilul), K.c.s i., 

Kc.i.E., 1.0 M , Miihai ajiidliiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

„ „ Mr. If. fy. Stopln'iisoo, (j.H.i , o.i.E. 

„ „ Mr. W. W llornell, c i.E 

,, „ Si” C. J. StcveiiaotJ Moore, K.r i.B., 

' .V u. 

„ „ Mr S. W. Goode. 

„ „ Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amin ul- 

Islam. 

I, „ Major-General W. H. B. Kobinsoij, 


,1 Mr. F. J Monahan. 

., .Mr. W. H. n. Arden* Wood, c.i.K. 

„ Mr. Gurner. 

Khan Sahib Amao All. 

„ Mr. L. S. S. O’.M alley, c.i.e. 

„ Mr. M. C. MoAlpin. 

„ Mr. A. Man. 

„ Mr. F A. A. Cowley, r;.i.K. 

„ Mr. G. N. Hoy. 



598 The Caclutta Rent Bill, 1920 . [13th April, 

Rai R. C. Pal Bahadur ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdtmn- 

The following members abstained from voting : — 

The Hon’ble Habu Akhil ('handra Datta. 

,, Hai Maliendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur. 


The following members wore absent : — 

The Hon’bl(‘ Mr.'K. B. DuU. 

,, Babii Maliendra Nath Ray, c.i.E. 

,, ,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, ,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

,, ,, Babu Bhabendra Cliandra Hay. 

„ ,, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri 

,, ,, Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

,, ])r. Abdiilla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

,, ,, Maulvi Abul Kasein. 

,, ,, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

,, ,, Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

,, ,, Mr. llindley. 

,, Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-iil-Omrah, k.(\s.i., 

K.c.v.o. 

,, ,, Sir Deba Prasad Sarvadhikari, Kt.. c.t.k. 

,, Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjee, K. c.i.E. 

,, ,, Babu Sil) Narayan Mukhorjee. 

,, ,, Mr. (i. A. Bayley. 

,, ,. Mr. W. L. Travers. 

,, ,, Mr. Cathcart. 

,, ,, Mr. Pickford. 

The Ayes being 11 and the Noes li), tlie motion was lost. 


The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

133. The lIon’l)le Rai Radha (diaran Pal Bahadur to move that afte/ 
dause 15, the following be added, viz : — 

‘‘15A. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act a voluntary agree 
rient bi'tween tlie landlord and tln^ tenant shall b(‘ valid and binding ai 
between the parties or their representatives or persons deriving title througl: 
them 

134. The Hon’ble Hai Hadha Charaii Pal Bahadur moved that aftei 
the word “ Act ’’ in line 2 of clause 16, the following be inserted, viz:— 

‘ ‘ to fix the standard rent or to determine whether any premises ar( 
to be governed by this Act 'h 


He said : — 

“My Lord, in ihe Bombay Act from which, 1 believe, most of the 
sections of this Act have been copied it is definitely stated that in order t( 
fix the standard rent or to determine the rent the Controller may mak^ 
enquiries but he cannot enter into a liouse.” 


The Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, the reason for which I oppose this amendment is that in th( 
first place it is not necessary. The Controller is not going to do something 
which is not governed by this Act. Secondly, there may be other things foi 
the Controller to do besides the fixing of the standard rent, although thej 
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nay bo in connection with the fixing of the standard rent. I, therefere 
oppose the amendment.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

135. The Hon’ble Rai Radha C'haran Pal Bahadur moved that the 
ivords “ used for human occupation ” in lines 1 and 2 of the proviso to 
dause 16 be omitted. 

He said : — 

“My Lord, this clause enables the Controller to enter any house without 
ri\ ing notice although it is stated that houses used for human txampat ion 
diall not be so ontered, but thorf‘ are places wluu-e it is ne(‘essary to uive 
notice because the owner may not be there at th(‘ time. Perhaps it will be 
iiore convenient if the owner is present wlien the Cont.rolh'r comes to insjx'Ct 
die building. The notice is obligatory under the Calcutta Municipal Act. I 
relieve it is convenient fertile purpose of inspection ; also for th(‘ proprietor if 
lie be present can furnish any information that tiie Controller may want, 
[t is a very 8imj)ie amendnuuit.” 


rhe Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ My Lord, it is a simple matter and I a(;cept it.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 17. 

The following motion being consequential upon AmondiiKuit No. 134 wa^ 
le(‘m(‘d to have been withdrawn : — 

136. If motion No. 134 he carried, the Ilon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur to move that after the word “ Act ” in line 2 of clause 17 (7), the 
following be inserted, viz : — 

‘‘ to fix the standard rent or to determine whether a premises would 
be governed by this Act 


137. The Hon’l)le Kai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur mov(id that for 
the words ‘‘ apply for revision of ” in line 4 of clause 18, the words “ appeal 
against ” be substituted. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, the ordinary procedure in the (Calcutta Municipal Act is 
appeal. I think tliere is a lot of dilFenmce between appeal and n^vision As 
in asS(‘SSinent cases an appeal is made to the Chicf Judge of the Small Cause 
Court I suggest that the words Lappc^al against ’ be substituted for the words 
^ upply for revision of.’ The word ‘ revision ’ has of course, as I understand 
it, not the same effect as the words ‘ appeal against.’ ” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. G. Mitter said 

“I think, my Lord, that the amendment should not be accepted and the 
clause, as it stands drafted now, is better. After all, the question of appeal 
arises where there is a decision of the first court. That is not the idea here 
The idea is that if the Controller passes ati executive order there should be 
some sort of provision for going to a higher authority.” 
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The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said : — 

‘‘ My Lord, the Council will remember that the original word was ‘ refer- 
ence’ and the reference was to be to the Chief Judge of the Small Cause Court 
or the (Jivil Court. It was pointed out in the Select Committee that the word 
‘reference’ had a particular meaning as in the Land Acquisition Act In 
(bif ere rice to the wishes of the non-official members we put in the President of 
the Improvement Trust Tribunal as also we changed the word ‘ reference’ to 
‘revision.’ The word ‘ appeal * as now moved by the Hon’ble Kai Radha 
Gharan Pal Baliadur was discussed, but we came to the conclusion that the 
word ‘ revision ’ w«i8 the more appropriate for the reasons given by the 
llon’ble Mr. Mitter. The amendment proposed does not make any change 
in sul)Stance and, after having discussed the matter thoroughly in Select Com- 
mittee I do not think, wo should accept the amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Gharan Pal Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, I beg leave to withdraw the amendment.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

138. Motion No. 131 being carried, the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri mov(Hl that before the word “ copy” in both places, in whi(dj it 
occurs in clause 18, the word “ certified ” be inserted. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The following motion was, by leave of the President, wdtlidrawn : — 

139. If motion No. 137 be carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal 
Bahadur to move that for the word “ revision ” in both places in which it 
occurs ill line 10, the word “ appeal ” be substituted. 

The President said 

“ Amendment No. 140 has been misplaced. It should be discussed after 
141. Tlicrefore we should take 141 now.” 

141. The llon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that 
for the words “ shall be final ” at the end of clause 18, the following be 
substituted, viz : — 

“ shall relate back to the date of the decision of the Controller 
appealed against, and shall, subject to the right of the Con- 
troller to refix the rent of any premises should there be a 
change of conditions afiecting the standard rent thereof, be 
final 


He said : — 

My Lord, my apprehension is that the order of the court may not 
correspond with the date fixed by the Controller against whose decision the 
appeal is made, and therefore I have proposed this addition so that if there 
is any revision of the order of the Controller, it shall take efiect from the date 
of the decision of the Coni rollon” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, we consider this unnecessary, and I do not think the Rai 
Bahadur has adduced any argument in favour of this addition, which can 
weigh with the Government. I therefore oppose it.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 
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140. The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter moved that at the end of clause 
18 the following ho nddod. viz,: — 

“ subject, however, to revision by the High Court for the purpose of 
satisfying itself that the decree or order made by such President 
of the Tribunal or (^ourt was in accordance with the provisions 
of law and for that puipose the High (^ourt may call for the 
records of any case and pass such orders as it thiiiks fit 


He said : — 

“ The object of this amendment is to give a right of rendsion to the 
High ('oiirt for the purpose^ of satisfying itself that an order has heim 
passed according to law. We discuss(‘d this in tho Std(‘ct Coininirtt'c and tht^ 
point that 1 pressed before the Select ikinimittee was this : that in splti^ of 
using the word Hinal, tin* High (dmrt will liavt* its ]>owi*r of inti'rftu'ing if 
a particular order is passed without jurisdiction. Tliat will he only in i‘ase 
an order is passed without junsdicaion. lint apart from jurisdiction tln^ 
order may he ilh*gal or it may not he illegal. 1 take one vii‘W of tht^ 
tmiant’s right to sublet, Mr. •O’Malley lake's anothi'i* view, in tin* Sidect 
Committee Mr. O’Malh'y put to nu' that if you give* I he* right of re*vision to 
tin* High Court it will nu*an t^\|H'nsive litigation. lint I will ask the 
(iovernme'iit and the thaincil to e'onsidm* that il will moan e'xpensive liti- 
gation and far more e'xpe'iisive litigal ion toe) if yon eio not give* the* right 
of revision. Take*, for instanci*, the particular point of Mih-i (‘nancy — suh> 
)(*tting a house on higlieu* rent — the whole thing (*an he* se‘tllt‘(l in two months’ 
laiiH' if there* be a provision fear revision. But if there* he* no ])rovision for 
re* vision tin* })arty afiected will have the* right to (ile a suit and to ask 
for an injunction and afte'r t he suit is d(*eide*d to aj»]ieal from the* decision, 
and that, appeal is not like ly to be d(*cid(*d till the* Ae*t has run its eeairse*. 
li you have* apj)lie*d fora revision theiinoeourt will give* you an injunction, 
and ih(^ suhse'qucnl civil suit, if any, will he linishe'd (pii(*kly. d’heu*e*fore* 
in the* interest of spe'e^ly justice, I suhmit that the* right of re*visie)n weinlei he* 
-I berteu' course*. I would l(*av(* it to the* (i(vvenunne*nt teeace'cpt my amemelmeint 
or not. 1 have placed my \’ievv he'lore* the*m. li it is not ae‘(*epte‘d, i*xpt*rie'nce 3 
will show whether J am right or (dove'rnmcnt is right.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said : — 

“ My Lord, the Hon’hle* Mr. P. (L Mitter mentioned this suhjemt iii the 
“Select Committ(*e and lie cont.endeel tiiat the^ High (ujurt will liave* power 
o revise the* proce'celings of the* Jmpre)V(*me*nt 'rnhunal. It would apjiear 
-hat he*, has some doubt in the matl(*r. Our position is thft if tiie* fligh (h)urt 
lave this right the' Act d(H*s not take it avvay, hut wej do not wish to invitee 
andlords to rush to tlie fligh ('ourt making a spe*cial provision in th (3 law. 
This is a simiile measure* which is lo last thre*e ye'.ars, and it is highly unde'sir- 
ible that the qiK'Stion of the standard rent to he fixed by the Controller 
diould he the suhj(*ct of jirolonge'd litigation. We have jirovided a sufficient 
lafeguard by giving the power of revision to the Preisidc'iit of the Improve^- 
nent Irihunal or to the Judge o| Aliponu as the* case* may bo. It wuas at 
he Hon’ble Mr. Mitter’s suggestion that we adapted the Preisielent of the 
mprovenient Tribunal. 1 do not think we can go any further and bring 
n the High Court as well. 


he Hon’ble Mr. P. G. Mitter said 

“My Lord, I am sorry that 1 have been misundt'rstood, although 1 do not 
eel that 1 have given cause for any misunderstanding. My position in the 
Select Committee was just the same as here. As the Bill stands, a litigant 
as every right to go to the High Court although the word ‘final’ is used, 
also pointed out that in the Select Committee. 1 have also pressed for a 



602 The Calcutta Rent Bill, 1920. [13th April, 

J\'j ahara idfUitrajd Bahaduv oj Burdwan i Rat Radha Chav(i7i Pal Bahadur. 


different point, nain(‘ly, that vvlien an order without jurisdiction or unless you 
^iv(^ a ri^ht of revision, the party affected will have a right of suit and that 
will mean a far more }>rotracted litigation, the whole thing may be held 
sp(‘cially as an Injunction. I am sorry that the Government Mcnnljer has not 
replied to that jmrt of my argument. I am free to confess that this aspect of 
th(i matter did not strike me belon* as cl('ai*ly as it has struck nu' now and I 
did not bring forward this argumtml in the Scdect Committee when we had to 
go through tlu‘ Hill very hurri(‘dly. 1 submit that a right of revision will be 
better in tln^ int(‘rest of S})eedy justice.” 

Th(^, motion was then put and lost. 

142. The Ilon’blo Uai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that 
danse 10 be omitted. 


He said : — 

“ My l.ord. clause ]9 yirovides for jienaltie^s. T consider this clause to be 
unnecessary. In tli(‘ first jilaec danse 4 lays down that nothingshall be 
recunu-rable from tin' t(mant over the standard rent or t he sum liable under 
the A(!t , and clause 13 jirovides that t,h(‘ tmiant can recover fi-om rdi(‘ land- 
lord the oV('r-})aym(*nt in what(‘V(‘r way he likes. In a court ol law tlu^ land- 
lord will have to mak(' a solemn affirmation that the sum dm* is a sum 
reeovci'abh^ umhu* the Act. There is another provision too, that lie must g('t 
a copy of a Ciu-iifieate from the Controller for anything beyond his standard 
rent, and tlnuadon^ I think that this ptmalty daus(‘ is quite unnecessary. 1 
have (e\amin(‘d th(‘ Kmglish Act and can find no such provision. Tin* (‘.\(!(^ss 
is irr(‘e()Vtu*able. ldier( it is said that no foxeess shall r('eov(*rabl(' Ironi tlu‘ 
t(‘nant, and th('r(‘for(‘, if anything is paid, it shall Ix' ri'coverable horn the 
landlord. I think this jienalty clause, woidd only fosliu- litigation ; tlunx' are 
good and bad tenants as tlnux' an^ good and had landlords and it is unmxx's- 
sary to havi' einminal eases because, although it shall Ix' docidixl hy tlu' 
Presidcnit of tin* dVihunal, it would practically come umh'r criminal (dass. 
I submit, th(U'(d()r(‘, that there is no neet^ssity lor this clause. 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lorii. I am not so san^uino :ik my lion’bli' friend opposite is, about 
th(' cliance of loopholes, and 1 consider that Ijiis danse beinp bdt in tlu' Hdl 
will have a very saintary elTeet. There may bc^ eases in winch we wanted 
to make an example ol r:i| acions himdords who ari' likely to evade the provi- 
sions of the hill. I thend'ore think that this is an (>sscntia] danse, and it 
must be left in, and for these reasons, 1 strongly oppose the amendment.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said — 

‘‘ j\ly Lord, should there not be a provision as well that the party who 
pays in spite of these provisions here, should also be penalised ? ” 

'I'he motion was then put and lost. 

143. Motion No. 142 not being cai ried, the Hori’ble E.ai Radha Charan 
Pal Bahadur moved that the following be added at tlie end of danse 19 ( 1 ), 
vi/,. : — 

” Provided that no such complaint shall be entertained or lie 
unless the comjjlainant has given notice in writing of the 
alleged over-payment to his landlord and filed a copv of the 
said notice in the Court of the Controller within a fortnight 
of the alleged over-payment ”. 
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Maharajadhicaja Bahadur of Burdtran : Bat Badha Charau Pal Bahadur, 


He said : — 

‘'My Lord, six rnoni hs is the time friven here, and if it is hona-Jide 
com])laint, J think notice ou^rht to l)e jirivim to tlu' Cont rollt'r and to the 
landlord, hc^caiiscA then the houd-jide of (In* complaint will he ch'arly ])rov'(Hl 
thereby. Then^ ari^ ijn^norant tenants as W(‘ll as ignorant landlords. Of 
coiirsi' it is (juit e understo()(i tliat ther(‘ are landlords who ava much more 
ijCfnorant than some tiuiants in the city and tlu'refon* some wily p(n)ph' may 
try and tlie landlord into troiibl(‘ under tli(‘ cloak of this clause. 
Tlier(d'or(\ 1 think sonu' sucli notice ou^^ht to h(> s(»rv<ul upon tht^ lamllord.” 


The Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“My Lord, in th(» first ]daee, I have ^o( to point out that there is no 
court of the Chint rolh'r under tin* Lill ; and Sfjoondly, tliis clause* is unnect^ssary 
as it would only h^ad to complicat ions. I tlu‘r(‘fore oj)pos(^ il. ” 


The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charon Pal Bahadur said 

My Lord, by ‘c.ourt’ I ol course mean othci^ and wit.h ^'our Kxct^lhmcy’s 
permission, I am willinj^; to ehanp^t' it. Lhm-e will b»' no complic.alnOns at all. 
It is a v('ry simple pr()(;edur(‘, ami tlu^ parti(^s will b(^ in a jiositmin to know 
wliat an' the real facts.” 

Th e motion was tln'ii put. and lost. 

Lh(‘ followiiiiT motion bein|[r conseipumt ial upon motion No. was 
li'cmed to liava* be('n withdrawn : — 

144. If inotioii No, 38 be (*arried. the Hon’ble Habii Kishori Mohan 
Lhaiidhuri to move that clause 19 (2) be omitted. 


Clause 20. 

145. The Hon’ble Rai Radha (’ha ran Pal Bahadur moved that 
ifter the word “ rejiairs ” in line 5 of clause 29, the words “ imjirove- 
neiits, additions or alterations ” be inserted. 


lie said : — 

My Lord, this is also a penalty clause. Ih'sidi's n*pairs there an* also 
)th(‘r works, sucii as additions, alterations and imtirovements. 1 think, thore- 
ore, the words suggested by nw should be addl'd to this clause.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

"My Lord, as regards the ordinary improvements and additions and 
.Iterations, the Kai Bahadur ought to be content with what comes in under 
ho compliant', of municipal reipusitions, and 1 do not think, therefore, that 
hese words are necessary, and I therefore of)pose tin* ainendim'nt.” 

he Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said .— 

" My Lord, quite apart from complying with any municipal requisitions, 
here may be other alterations and iniiirovementvS which may he necessary in 
onnection with a house, therefore I think that these words are necessary.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

8 A 
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146. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadufr moved that 
after the word “ premises ’’ in lines 6 and 7 of clause 20, the words “ or 
creates any new unauthorized easements be inserted. 

He said : — 

“My Lord, ihore may be cases v/here the occupant of the house may, 
without t he consent of the owner and in collusion with a neighbour, creaU^ 
an easement — opening a door or a window — and in order to guard against 
that 1 sugg<^st that these words should be added to the clause.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said 

“ My Lord, 1 am not quite sure what the Hon’bli^ Member means by this 
elaus(r The section is intended to prevent landlords and their agents from 
harassing their tenants by disturbing any easements and compelling them to 
leave tlnnr i)nmiises. A landlord cannot crt‘at(^ an easement, m^w or old. 
It the anumdment is meant against th(‘ tenants all 1 need say is that a tenant 
cannot cr(^at(^ an eaS(‘ment in 3 yciars. Clauses [m). {o) and (p) of section 108 
of the Transbn* ol‘ lb' 0 |)(‘rty A(;t are specificially mentioned in section 10 and 
th(^y provide suftieient safeguards for the landlord.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said — 

“ 1 may mention, my Lord, that the clause begins thus : ‘ whoever in 
any cas(', do(^s these things’ — and 1 submit that ‘whoever’ includes belli 
th(‘- owner and the oc(Ui[)ier. 1dier(‘ may b(‘ certain things done by tln^ 
(xjcupier of th(‘. house without the consent of tlu^ owner. I think it is rather 
putting the owiu'r to great disadvantage. Tlio tenant will hav(i the advantage 
of this claust‘, and I think the owner of the house should also have an equal 
advantage, so that th(^ tenant may be prevented from doing things vvliich 
may injure the building in any way.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

1 17. The 11 on’ble Pai Pad ha Charan Pal Bahadur to move that at the 
end of clause 20, the following be added, viz : — 

” and if the tenant, or any person deriving authority from him, be 
the ofi'ending party, the tenant shall further be liable to 
ejectment ”. 


Clause 20 A . 

148. The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that for 
the word “ shall ” in line 2 of clause 20A, the words “ may, if necessary ”, 
be substituted. 


He said : — 

“ My Lord, the use of the word ‘ shall ’ may mean that the only way of 
recovering a fine is by distraint, but the fine may be recovered in any other 
way, say, by deposits in the court.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said : — 

“My Lord, the clause really follows the usual form ; the word ‘ shall ’ 
does not mean ‘ must ’. For instance, the tenant may deposit it in the court, 
and if he does not pay it, the only way of realising the money would be by 
distraint.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 
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Maharajad/draja Bahadur of Burd wan. 

149. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for 
he 'word “ landlord ”, in line 4 of clause 20A, the words *’ person fined ” 
)e substituted. 

le said — 

“ My Lord, the position is tliis : clause 20 says that, the landlord shall he 
ined. Claus(^ 20A says that the fine shall be levied by tht' Controller by 
he distraint and sale of a sufficient portion of tin* niovt\ible prop(U*ty of the 
andlord in accordanca^ with rub'S prescribe* 1 under Section 22. My Lord, 
lections 19 and 20 be^in with ‘ who(‘V(*r’. ‘ Wlnx'ver ’ may b(^ any person ; it 

nay be a neighbour or sonn* otlier ]^erson who may have a grudge against the 
andl(>rd, an<i may crtnitt^ trouble by breaking a water tap, or doing otlnn* 
njury, but even in that cas«* it s<‘ems that the fiin^ shall lx* realisable by 
listraint upon the landlord. Tlnu’efore I propose that instead of the word 
landlord ’ we should have tin* words ‘ perst>n fine<l If it is the landlord, 
t would be the landlord ; if it Im^ other ptn\sonH, it would be otln^r persons.” 


fhe Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said — 

“ My Lord. I am willing to acct'pi. this amendm(*nt.” 

Tlie motion was l.hon pui and agre(*d to. 

The following motion was, hy leave of the Pn'sident, withdrawn : — 


(dause 21. 

150. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for 
he word ” or ” in line 3 of clause 21, the word ” and ” be substituted. 

151. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that for 
he word ” six ” in line 3 of clause 21, the word ” three ” be substituted. 

:Ie said : — 

“ My Lord, six months is rather too long a time. In tln^ Municipal Act 
hroc months is allovvxul. and I tijink that is quit(^ sufficient, for a person who 
wants to make a complaint, wind her tenant or landlord, to make up his mind. 
Six months is too long, and may emrourage ptmple with some grudge^ to 
nanufacture cases, having regard to the long time given to th( 5 ni to do 
t in.” 


fhe Hon’bie Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

I am willing to accept this, my Lord.” 

The motion was put and agr(*c(l to. 


Rew Clause 21 A. 

152. The Ilon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
danse 21, the following be added, viz: — 

21 A. If a tenant makes default in payment of his monthly rent within 
i week of its falling due, the landlord shall be entitled to realize from the 
tenant one month’s rent in advance by way of security, and in case of 
continuing default, to realize rent for every month in the first week of that 
nonth 
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He naid * — 

My Lord, having regard to a niinilar aiiK^ndnient accepted by the 
Hon’hle Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, if Your Lxcelleu(;y will he pleased te 
Buhstitute the word ‘ fifteen days ’ for tlie words ‘ a week,’ I shall be grateful. 
It may not nnoftcm happen that a teiiani- makes or continues to make default. 
I think it is necessary to guard against loss of rent, and this provision will not 
do any harm, and if a tenant is presistently in dcdaulr, I think he should be 
requin^d to deposit a month’s rent in advance. I do not want him to be 
turned out, but it is only to safeguard the payment of rents. It is well 
known tliat th(*re is a cu^rtain class of tenanrs in a certain part of the town 
who run away without paying any rents and without leaving any address, and 
you cannot find them out anywhere in Calcutta. Therefore it is necessary 
tliat this clause should be irndudi^d.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

“ Tin*, amendimmt in which tlie Hon’ble Habu Kishori Mohan (diaudhuri 
proposed 15 days is quit(‘ a different om*, hut this is rt‘ally a sort of penalising 
a defaulting temant, by forcing him to pay rent in advance. I thorefort' 
oppose the amendment.” 


The Hon’bie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, the only n^ply that th(‘ Ilon’bh* Member lias given is that it 
would penalise the tenants. Instead of turning tlnmi out 1 suggest this. Is 
it in any way penalising them ? Or rather helping tliem IxHtause otherwise 
th(T(^ is the more expensive procedun' of applying to the court and getting 
irniruMliate payment. Where is the penalty?” 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the following result : — 


Ayen — 10, 


Noes — 21 . 


Tfic Uon’ble linlm Sarat Ohandra (.hakrabartti. 

„ „ Kai Malieiulra Cbamlra Mitra Bahu- 

diii . 

„ ,, Kuiiii.r Shib Slieklinreswar Kay. 

,, „ liabu Brajondra Kislior Ray Chau- 

dliuri. 

„ „ Kai I)el)ender Chundcr Giiose Baha- 

dur. 

„ „ Kai Kadha Churaii Pal Bahadur. 

„ „ Babu Sumiora Natli Jiay. 

,, ,, Babu Kiwliori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

„ „ Mr. P. C. Mitter, n.i.K. 

„ „ Mr. W. II. Phelps. 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, K.c.i.K., c.s.i, 

,, Mr. J. (t. Curnniinf;;, c.s.i., c.l.B. 

„ „ Sir Bijay Chaiid Mahtab, k. c.s.i., 

K.C.I.E., I O.M., Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdwan. 

,, ,, Mr. H. L. Slephenaon, c.s.i., o.i.e. 

„ „ Mr. W. W. Hornell, c i.E. 

„ „ Sir C. J. Stevenson-Moore, k.c.i.e , 

c.v.o. 

„ „ Mr. S. W. Goode. 

,, „ Khan Bahadur Maulvi Amin-ul- 

IhIuid. 

,, „ Major-General VV. H. B. Robineon, 

(’.n.. i.M.s. 

„ „ Mr. F. J Monahan. 

„ Mr. W. H. H. Arden- Wood, c.i.l. 

,, „ Mr. Gurncr. 

,, „ Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 

„ Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley, C.I.K. 

„ Mr. M. C. McAIpin. 

„ Mr. A. Marr. 

„ ,, Mr. F. A. 0»wley, c.i.E. 

„ ,, Mr. G. N. Roy. 

„ „ Mr R. M. Watson Smyth. 

„ „ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

„ „ Sir Nilratan Sarkar. 
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The following memhery were ahyent : — 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. B. Dut.t. 

,, „ Babu Mah(*iu]ra Nath Ray, c.i.k. 

„ ,, Mr. Altai’ Ali. 

„ ,, Kai Sri Nath Ray Jiahadur. 

,, Bahii Bhabendra (>liandra Ray. 

,, Mr. Amiiuir Rahman. 

„ Mr. Hindley. 

,, ,, Mr. M. Asliraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

„ Mr. Arun Uhandra Singha. 

,, ,, Dr. Al)dulla-Al Mamun Suhrawardy. 

,, ,, Maulvi Abiil Kasem. 

,, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-llaq. 

., ,, Raja 11 rishik(*Hh Laha, (M.k. 

,, ,, Nawal) Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-iil-Oinrah, K.r.s.l., 

K.(' v.e. 

Sir l)(‘ba Prasail Sarbadhikari, Kt.. (M.e. 

,, Sii* RajiMitlra Nath Mookc^rjen^ k.(M.k. 

Babu Siv Naravan Mukherjo(‘.. 

Mr. (1. A. Bayh y. 

,, ,, Mr. W. L. Trav(us. 

,, Mr. (kil heart. 

Mr. Pick ford. 


Th(^ Ayes bein_i’ 10 and tlu‘ AW.s 21, the motion way lost. 


d h(‘, following motion was, by h^ave of tin* President, withdrawn : — 


}lew Clause 2lB. 

loS. The Ilon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur to moV(‘ that after 
use 21, the following be added, viz: — 

“ 21B. If a tenant does not, by previous notice in writing to the landlord, 
ject to his present rental before the Controller within six months of this 
:t coming into force or in the case of a tenant coming into possession after 
s Act comes into force, within six months of his entering into possession, 
^ rent which he is paying shall be deemed to be the standard rent of the 
smises during the period of his tenancy 


Clause 22. 

154. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
3 word “ may ” in line 1 of clause 22 (7), the words “ after previous 
blication ” be inserted. 


9 Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 
“ My Lord, I am willing to accept it.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

155. The llon’ble Rai Radha (Charan Pal Bahadur moved that after 
3 word the ” in line 1 of (dause 22 {2) [la), the words practice and ” 
inserted. 
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Mr. G. N. Rotj ; The President ; Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan ; 
Itai Mahendra ('handra Mitra Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said : — 

“ My Lord, the amendment seems to be unintelligible. If it means 
method and practice of publication, all I need say is that the words ‘method 
of publication ’ cover everything and whatever is necessary will be done. I 
think the words * practice and ’ are unnecessary.*’ 

The mor.ion was then, by leave of the President, witlidrawn. 

lo6. Motion Nos. 181 and 138 beincf carried, the Hoii’ble Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri moved that before the word “ copy ” in line 2 of clause 
22 {2) (a), the word ‘‘ certified ” be inserted. 

The President said 

“ Amendment No. 156 is consequential upon amendments 131 and 138 
which have already been ac(;epted by Gexonminent. and tlierefore it is accepted 
l)y Oovernmen\” 

T1j(^ motion was then put and agre(*d to. 

157. The Hon’ble liai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur moved 
that after clause 22 (2) (5), the following be inserted, viz: — 

“ (hi) prescribing the manner of issuing notice upon the landlord in 
case of deposit under section 10, sub section (-?), and the pay- 
ment thereof 


H(‘ said : — 

“ My Lord, under clause 10 of the Bill tenants may de])osit their rent 
with the (controller, but i iind by referring to claiist‘ ijlMdiat rules may be 
framed j)rescril)ing C'U’tain procedures. If ilu^ rent is d(q)osit(Ml and tlier(‘ is 
no rule to the efiect how notic<#^ are to be served u|)on tin* landlords, all thes(i 
ruh'S are m^cessary and hence my amendment. 1 find in tlie Bmigal Tenancy 
Act that rules have to be framed for the purpose.” 

The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said 

My Lord, I am willing to accept it in a nuKlificd form if the hon’blo 
mover would accept it.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 
“ I accopt^it, my Lord.” 

The motion was then put in the following form and agreed to : — 

That after clause 22 (2) (i), the following be inserted, viz : — 

{Ij 1) prescribing the manner of giving notice to the landlord in case 
of a deposit of rent under section 10, sub-scction (5), and 
the method of withdrawal of the rent by the landlord.” 

The following motions were, by leave of the President, withdrawn : — 

158. The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri to move that in 
line 1 of clause 22 (2) {e), the following be inserted, viz: — 

“ in proceedings under this Act before the Controller, the President 
of the Tribunal, and the principal Civil Court of original juris- 
diction in the district 

150. The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri to move that after 
the word “ of ” in line 3 of clause 22 (2) (e), the word such ” be inserted. 
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Maharajadhiraja Bahadur oj Burdwan ; The President, 

The following motion being ooiisequeni ial iij‘on motions Nos. 137 and 
[) was deemed to have been lost : — 


Clause 23. 

160. If motion Nos. 137 and 130 be carried, the Hon’ble Rai Radha 
aran Ral Ihaliadur to move that for the word “ n*vising” in line 1 of ehuiso 
the words “ hearing appeals from ” be substituted. 

161. The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur moved tliat after 
3 word “ erected ” in line 1 of clause 24 the words “ or re-erected ” be 
lerted. 

^ said : — 

“ My Lord, the objec't ol my amomiment is this Suppose' tln'i’i' is a plot 
land nuvisUi'ing. say, 4 or o (;ottahs and then' is an old diLipulalod l)iiildmg 
it, the wdiob' structure' is pulled dowm ami one or two buihiings an' eon- 
■U(‘l(>d llu're' Am I to understand that this Act wall apply to sue'h 
ildings ? If so, I would like' to aeld t he^ words ‘or n‘-<‘i*cet(‘d ’ to elause* !;i4. 
eoui’se. if it is said that the wuird * en'ct ‘d ’ would eove'r these easels, tin'll 
lo not w’unt to pi'<*ss it. If not, 1 would insist on the' insertion of the' words 
r re-oroet(Mj ’ in the elause.” 


6 Hon'ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said -- 

“ My Lord, if a building is de'iuolished and tlu'u it is nve'n-^ete'd again, 
It kind of n^-e'n'ction is eove’red by elause 21. But if it is a ])artial 
•('iv'et.ion, certainly it is not tin' inti'iition that clause 24 should eovi'r it, 
d t!ier('for(‘ on Ixdialf of (n)V(‘rnmenl I am unabh' to a(‘C(*pt it.” 

The motion wuis then put and lost. 


e President said — 

“ Amendment No. 162 is (.•onse(pn‘ntial u])on amendment No. 161 and 
■refore falls. As to amendment No. 163, (danse 24 (h'als with I In' (*xomp- 
n of new huddings and it has nothing to do with tln^ (]Ueslion ol land 
piisilimi. d'he matter should bf' raist'd in eonneelion wdth tin* pi'oposed tu'w 
lUse 27). Am *ndment No. 161 has been disposed of by a pre^nuous decision 
the Council.” 

Tin' folh^ving motions wu're then d<‘('m('d to have- bemi wit hdrawn : — 

162. If motion No. 161 be carried, the Jlon'ble Jtai Radha (diaran Pal 
ihadur to move that after the word “ erection in line 2 of clause 24 
^ words “ or re-erection be inserted. 

164. The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq to move that at the end 
clause 24 the following be added, viz. : — 

“ or to premises whose rent was below rupees two hundred and fifty 
a month, before the 1st day of April, 1916.” 

165. d'he Hon’ble Rai Debender Cdmnder Chose Raliadnr moved that 
ter cluse 24 of the Bill the following be added, viz : — 

“ 25. The ‘ standard rent ’ under this Act shall not be considered to be 
e basis of any valuation under any proceedings under the Land Acquisition 
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Rai Dehender Chunder Chose Bahadur ; Rai Mahendra Chandra Miira 
Bahadur ; Mr, C. N. Roy. 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said : - 

“ My Loul, this Act would put down the natural rise of rent of Iioubi 
properties in the city, and that beini^ go, it stjuids to reason that this artificia 
de]ireciati(jii of llie rent value for I lie perio 1 of three years should not be thi 
basis of land acipiisilion proceedings. Proceedings under the Land Aequ si 
tioii A(*t will be going on at all tini(‘8 at tin; instance of public IxKlies such ai 
the Iniprovenient Trust, the Calcutta Corporation and also at the instanci 
of joint stfK-k companies and several Government Departments. It doei 
not look fair that GoverniiKmt by a legislative enactment to put down tin 
natural rise of rent value of house property should take advantage of it an( 
acquir(*. ]iro[Hn’ty on the basis of the rent which might be prevailing during 
thc^se thriH^ years. In the case of a j)rivat(* person such conduct looks ver^ 
ugly, and 1 thendore propose that then* should be some express provisioi 
to tin* (‘fTect that a<l vantage should not bo taken of it by the Land Acquisitioi 
Collector or that the standard rent should not be the basis of land acquisitioi 
proc<‘edings.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

“ My Lord, I beg to support this amerndment. I Ifevo a similar amend 
ment Iso. 166 although 1 have drafted it in gen(‘ral terms. The ohjc'ct o 
my amendment is based upon similar reasons. In cases of land acquisitioi 
proceedings for the purpose of acquiring land, the chi(‘f factor of valuiip 
the land or building is the rent, and the question therefore aris(*s wlndhe 
the rent rocuuvable during th(‘ three yivars will be one of the factors for d(‘t,(‘r 
mining tlie valuation of land. In my humbh* opinion that ought no 
to he. Th(‘ normal rent of the building or land should be considcua d a' 
one of th(^ factors in valuing the land or building, and for this lauisoi 
I submit to tlu) CViuncil that the rent which is controlled by the Act ough 
not to be tlu' basis of calculation in valuing the land. 1 sup])ort amend 
ment No. 165, and 1 havti already put forward my views in connection witl 
my amendment No. 166.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said : — 

“ I rise to oppose the proposal. I notice that there are three, othe 
amendments on liio same lines. I can appreciatii the apprehension of i ht 
Hon’bh‘ Hai Hadha (diaran Lai Bahadur who appears to be Kiiighterrant o 
the landlords in this Cfuincil. No such apju’ohmision was voiced by him oi 
by anyone else in the Sehud. (h)mmitte<\ He will probably find that he is 
tilting at a windmill in this instance. 1 am surprised, however, that sued 
eminent lawyers as Rai Bahadur Dehender Chunder Ghose and Rai Bahadu 
Mahendra Nath Mitra shall feel the same apprehension, viz., that the Aci 
before us will affect in any way tln^ proceedings under thti Land Acquisitioi 
Act. My Lo-'d, it is not a new thing which we have discovered or evolved 
An Act was passed in England some time ago. Bombay and Rangoon hav6 
passed their measures. It may be expected that the authors who passed th( 
measures in Bombay and Rangoon have accomplished their task, looking befort 
and after. They felt no apprehension. The suggestion apparently is thal 
Government will be deliberately lowering the rent just.to acquire land at 
small value.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said 

That is not the suggestiond’ 
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he Hon'ftle Mr. G. N. Roy coutinuin;^ said : — 

“ 1 am glati to hear that. This is a piece of omor^eiK^y l(‘|T:i8latioii whicli is 
>ing passed on account of extreme necessity and is going to last only for thrt^c 
^ars. Why should thi^ standard nnit which we are fixinjf li.ive anything to 
) with tlie valuation of land whi-di the Land Acijuisilion olhccrs luive to 
3 tprmine? The. law is that they are to proceed u)K>n the market valm> of the 
,nd which is to be acquired. The in irket value of land is worlds apart from 
le standard rent which wo are fixing for t hree years. 

If the contention be, that the Land Acquisition aniliorities will pnx'ced 
non the }>asis of the ac'tual rents pai 1 for a smaos of yi'ars. the simph^ answer 
that the Land Acquisition .Judge is not likidy to Ix^ guided by th(‘ controlled 
nits of the three years during which th(‘ A(*t will ix' in forcm 1 have some 
iiovvledge and exixnaenca^ as a .Judge and 1 can hardly Ixdievi' that any 
Lidge or other authority will depart from the ordinary principh^s ef law and 
1 S(^ their award on tln^ standard rents which wt‘ an^ fixing, ddiis is all 
lat m'cd be said. 

1 am not unmindful nf the subtle thought which was jirobably in 
le back of tln^ far-seeing hond)h‘ gmilJemairs mind and which In' has not 
)ieed. It is this : what will happen if by (‘ontrolling nmts in this fashion t he 
arkt^t valuta of land goes down? In the first, place tlu' majority of tin' 
•oph‘ of t?alcutta will rejoicl^ We are looking forwar<l to a time when we arc 
)ing to have more buildings, nion* suburlis and soon and if thi' Ian 1 value 
xns down many (‘f us will have a (diance of having a pi kh* sonK'wherc 
th(' sun of (?alcut ta. Sone* observers tell us that this Act will mak(* no 
iarig(^ in the land value ' of ( 'alcutta. If that is so, our hon’ble friim Is are 
ih'. If they di fall, will the amendment make any diiVmauHU' ? Not the 
ightest. 'rin^ fall is I her(‘ and the Land Ac(iuisition ofii(icts will have t.o 
iroceixl upon a factor, that is, tdio land value, d'liey (cniiiot bt> forced to go 
ackir outlie previous market value unless of cour.se we alti'r the Land 
(xpiisition Act. I do not suppose that (dther tln^ hon’bh' mover or Ids 
iends {iropose to lamio hd the Land Ac(juisition Act to (‘ountm’aet the (‘fie(‘tK 
this Act. As 1 hav(* said, ihi^ mitten* is (Uitirely irrcdevant. Tin* markiit 
alue is not conni'ct e<l with what W(* are going to do, and tln^ fixing of standard 
nit, will not alTeet in any way the proc(;edings of the Land Acquisition olficer. 

My Lord, I oppose the amenrimont on the ground that it is irrehn^ant.” 


he Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said 

‘‘My TjOrd, wt> have bemi told that th(< Land Ac(pnsition Collector will 
^certain the marl>et value and then pay awards accordingly, but in ascertain- 
ig the market value he will have to ascertain the rent (»f a (‘ertain number of 
Bars There arc also other ways of valuing a prop(^rty where the ground is 
ion^ than is necessary for the main bud ling and t he owinu* can put up a second 
ouse on the ground, wuerc the Collector do(;H not proceed on the nuit value 
lit asci^rtains the value of the land independent of the luiilding and that 
the l)uilding independ‘uit of tin* land. But it is onl}’ in few cases tliat this 
done. In the majority of cases he looks to the rent of the house and then 
xes the value as the market valui*. What would b(‘ the etfi^ct of leaving 
le Act as it is? If it is not inteude 1 to depreciati* the rent valu(5 of 
alcutta property, then where is the necessity of this Act ? ddie Act intends 
) pul down the natural ris(‘ of rent in the town of Calcutta, and therefore 
think I am right in saving that it will affect the value of fiouse properties 
[ Calcutta for three years. If Covt^rnme.nt pass an Act of this kind aud 
len go on with land acquisition prrxieo lings on the basis of the standard 
due as fixed under this Act, it will certainly be hard upon the property 
TOers. I have said that it will be rather ugly in the case of a private 

Q A 
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The Hon’ble Rai Debender Cbunder Ghose Bahadur said ; - 

“ My Loid, this Act would put down the natural rise of rent of liouse 
properties in the city, and that beini^ so, it stands to reason that this artificial 
do]»reciatlon of the rent value for the peri o 1 of three years should not be the 
l)asis of land ac(]uisition proceiulings. Proceedings under the Land Aequ si- 
lion Act will 1)(‘ going on at all times at tin; instance of ])ublic bodies such as 
the linj)rovenient Trust, the Calcutta (Jorporation and also at the instance 
of joint stock coni])anieH and several Goveriiinent Departments. It does 
not look fair that Government by a legislahve enactment to put down the 
natural rise of nuit value* of hous(; property should take advantage of it and 
acquir(; property cm the basis of the rent which might bo j)revailing during 
these three yc;ars. In the case of a private person such conduct looks very 
ugly, and 1 therefon* propose that then* should be some express provision 
to the eff(*(;t that advantage should not be takem of it by the Land Acquisition 
Colh'-ctor or that the stamlard rent should not be the basis of land acquisition 
procc'edings.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said 

^ly Lord, 1 beg to support this amendment. I lAve a similar amend- 
ment Ko. 166 although 1 have drafted it in general terms. The object of 
my amendment is based upon similar reasons. In cases of land acquisition 
proceedings for the purpose of acquiring land, the chief factor of valuing 
the land or Imilding is the rent, and the question thendore arises whether 
the rent receivable during the thr(‘e yt'ars will be one of the factors for deter- 
mining tin* valuation of land. In my hurnlL* opinion that oughi not 
to b(‘. Th(‘ normal n*nt of the building or land should he cemsidort'd as 
one of the; factcu’S in valuing the land or building, and for this reason 
I submit to the; Gouneil that the rent which is controlled by the Act ought 
not to b(* tlu' basis of calculation in valuing the land. I support amend- 
ment No. 165, and I have already put forward my views in connection with 
my amendment No. 166.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy said 

“ I rise to o])poRe the proposal. I notice that there are thrc(; other 
amendments on the same lines. 1 can appreciate the apprehension of the 
Hon’bh* Hai Ladha (diaran Pal llahadur who appears to be Knighterrant of 
the landlonls in this Council. No such apprelnmsion was voi(;(‘d by him or 
by anyone else in the S(‘h‘ct (/ommittee. He will probably find that he is 
tilting at a wundmill in this instance. I am surprised, however, that such 
eminent lawyers as Rai Bahadur Dehender Chunder Ghose and Kai Bahadur 
Mahendra Nalh Mitra shall feel the same apprehension, viz., that the Act 
before us will affect in any way the procieedings binder the J.and Acquisition 
Act. My Lord, it is not a new thing which we have discovered or evolved. 
An Act was passed in Kngland some time ago. Bombay and Rangoon have 
passed their measures. It may be expected that the authors who passed the 
measures in Bombay and Rangoon have accomplished their task, looking before 
and after. They felt no apprehension. The suggestion apparently is that 
Government will be deliberately lowering the rent just. to acquire land at 
small value.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said 

That is not the suggestion.” 
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B HOfl’Wo Hr. G. H. Roy continuing said : — 

“ 1 am glad to hoar that. This is u piece of emergoncy legislation vvliich is 
ng t)as8ed on account of exi reino necessity and is going to last only for thn^e 
irs. Why should the standard omt which we are fixin^^ have anything to 
with the valuation of land which tlu) Land Ac(piisiiion oilicers have to 
:,ormine? The law is that they are to proceed upon the market value of the 
id which is to he acquired. The market value of land is worlds apart from 
} standard rent which we aro fixing for three years. 

If the (HUitention he, that th(> Land Aecpiisition autliorities will |)rc'K‘ 0 (^d 
on the I'jasis of the actual rents pai 1 for a series of years, the simple answer 
that the Land Acquisition dudge is not lik<dy to he giiidiul hy tln^ eontrolhal 
its of the three years during wlnhdi tin* A(!t will in foretc I hav(‘ sonu' 
owledge and exixn-ienee as a tfudge and I can hardly hcdiiwa^ that any 
dge or otlnn- authority will dtqiart from the ordinary prineliih^s of law and 
^e thtnr award on the standard rcuits which wt* are fixing, ddiisisall 
it need he said. ^ 

1 am not unmindful of the subtle thought which was ])rohahly in 
^ hack ( far -se(diig hon’hle gcmlh-man’s mind and whiidi In' has not 

ced. It is this : what wdl ha]>pen if l^y (‘ontrolling rmits in this lashion the 
rk('t value of land go.'s down? In the first )»la(M^ tin' majority of tlu' 
)[ih' of (kileutta will rejoieie We ar(» looking forwanl to a time wlmn W(' arti 
ng to hav(* nn.iri' huildings, in(>ri‘- suhurhs and so on and d’ t-he Ian 1 valut' 
'S down many of us will have a clianci* of having a i somi‘wh(‘rc 
the sun of (hilcnt ta. Soni'* oh-:erva‘rs tell us that this Act will make no 
:inge in the land value.* of t 'alcutta. If that i8 so, our hoidhle liaVn Is are 
'e. If th(‘y d) fall, will t he amendment make any ditreiamei' ? Not, the 
glitf'st. 'The fall isiheri'and the Land Acquisition otfitn*iK will have to 
oceed U[)on a factor, that is, the land value, ddiey cannot 1 m* forced logo 
ck U’ oil tln^ ]frevioiJH market value unh'HS of (.'oiirse we alttu* tlie Land 
'(piisition Act. I do not suppose that (dther the hon’hle movi r or his 
ends pro[)oS(' to renmlel the Land Acquisition Act 1 o eounlau’aet liieefiei'ts 
this Act. As I hav(' said, the m itter is eiitiiady irn'h'vant. dhu' market 
liie is not connected with what we are g»>ing to do, and tln^ fixing oi standard 
It, will not affect in any way the proceedings of the Land Aefjuisition ofiicer. 

My Lord, I oppose the ainenclment on the ground that it is irrelevant.” 


e Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said 

” My Lord, have \mm told that the Land Acquisition Colhuitor will 
certain the martet v’alue and then pay awards ai^cor^iingly, but in ascf'j’tain- 
X the market value he will liavij to ascertain tho rtuit of a enrtain numlx'r of 
firs There arc also other ways of valuing a propf^rty when; the ground is 
)!’(' than is necessary for the main hud lingand t he owner can put Ujwisecomi 
use on the ground, wiiere the Uollector does not proc(;ed on the rent value 
I asc(;rtains the value of tin* land indejietideail of tle^ building ami tliat 
the building ind(*pend‘^nr of the land. Hut it is only in lew casi's that this 
done. In the majority of cases he looks to the rent of the hoiisf* and then 
es th(‘ value as tlie market value. What would hi; tho (‘fleet of leaving 
0 Act as it is? If it is not iiileudei to depn^.ciati* tlie rent valm; of 
.leutta property, then where is the necessity of this .\ct ? 'rh(‘ Act intends 

put down the natural rise of rent in the town of Calcutta, ami tlierefore 
think I am right in saying that it will affect the value of house properties 
Calcutta for three years. If <Tovernm(‘nt pass an Act of t his kind and 
0 n go on with land acquisition procee lings on the basis of the standard 
lue as fixed under this Act. it will ct^Ttainly be hard upon the property 
^ners. 1 have said that it will be rather ugly in the case of a private 

9a 
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gt‘ntleni(^n who will think twice before fifoing on in that way. I think tlie 
code of honour is equally appli(uible to the State. TIuTefore I think 1 am 
ri/rhl in sugfifesting that (lovernmtmt would be acting fairly if they were to 
Hay in ho many wordn that though we have paaH(*d this Aed as a temporary 
rneaHui'(‘ for thf‘- rrliei ol persons who lind it liard to get house accommodation 
at a r(\'iHonal)le r(mt, the standard rent fixed under this Act for a period of 
thre(‘ years is not to be considered as indicating the market value of the land. 
Th(^ land acquisition offiem'S work under the control of (lovernmtuit and they 
have no option in lormiilating tliei** own views as to what is th(' niaiket value. 
If tliey find that tin* tenqxu* of rTOV(*rnment is that the rent value of the 
pro})erli(‘H should be (dieck<Hl m its rise then it would he lowered to some 
extent during the ) (O’irxl of thre(^ years. W hma' is the harm in laying down 
in so niJiny words in this Act that tlu^ land acquisition proceedings should 
proci^ed indc'peiuhmtly of tln^ rent fixed unibu* this A(;t ?” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


Act not to affoct 
market valuta of 

buildiiigB iiiultM 

tlie Land 
Aetjuibition Acl. 


Th(^ following motion was, by l(\ave of tlu' President, withdrawn : — 

166. The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur to move 
that after clause 24, the following be added, viz:- - 

25 . Nothing in this Act shall affect the iriarket value of lands and 
buildings to be determined under the Land Acquisition Act, 1894 " 


Stay of 
proceed in^b 
before tiic 
Controller in 
certain cUbCh. 


167, The llon’ble Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Khan (diaudhuri was to have 
moved that al ter clause 24 the following be added, viz : - 

" 25 . (/ ) Whenever on an application made for possession or enhance- 

ment of rent under this Act, the occupant binds himself with two sureties in 
a bond foi* such amount as the Controller thinks reasonable, having regard 
to the value of the property and [irobable costs of the suit, to institute with- 
out delay a suit in the High C/Ourt or in the jirinciyial Civil Court of original 
jurisdiction in the district against the applicant for com})ensation for tres- 
pass and for enhancement of rent, and to ])ay all costs of such suit in case he 
does not prosecute the same or in case judgment therein is given for the 
applicant, the Controller shall stay proceedings on such application until 
such suit is disposed of. 

If the occujiant obtains a decree in any such suit against the appli- 
cant, such decree shall supersede the order (if any) under this Act 'k 


The Ilori’blo Membt'r b(*ing absent, the motion was deemed to have been 
withdrawn. 


168. The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray moved that after clause 24, 
the following be added, viz: — 

Corporation of “ 25 . During the period this Act shall remain in force, the Corpora- 

Caicutta not to tfoii of Calcutta shall not raise its assessment of any premises over the 
rajsc nssesbinent Oil the ground of the increase of value, w'hen any standard rent 

has been fixed in respect of the said premises 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

‘‘My Lord, under clause 2 of the Bill standanl rent in relation to any 
premises should he the rent at which the premises were lei on the 1st Novem- 
ber 1918, or where they were not let on that date, the rent at which they 
wme last let before that date, and after the 1st of April 1916 with the addi- 
tion in cither case of 10 per cent, on such rent, and under section 15, if there 
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has not been an inc*reast‘ of nnit or if tho rent at which the premises were 
last let was in the opinion of the (’ontroller unduly low, then the (Jont roller 
may fix a fair rent, so tliat you alwavs ^vt a fair nuii fixed for the Innisi^. If 
that be the ease and when there are these data to upon, I n‘ally do not 
understand why the Calcutta Corporation should a^ain intt‘rfer(‘ with a valu- 
ation in respect of the same premises. This is all I havi- (^ot to say, my Lord/’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gurner said — 

My Lord, it is to a thankless ami difiicult task that I rise in stalinj[y the 
pasition of the (^alcmtta ( 'orporat ion in re^^ard to this anunulimnit. (lovern- 
nient, I understand, have an opini mind on the subji'ct, and it will n>st 
with the free decision of this Council wln^lnn* or not thi‘ seopi^ of this 
emergency bent Lill should he(‘xtended to alheci the whoh‘ syshnn of miiniinpal 
assessimnit 1 was exjilaining' last in^hl that the nnital assessment, ol 
Calcutta is based on i he valuation, takt.ni to corres])oml to the lair rent , 
the rent at which the pnnmsi^s may reasonably la* (‘Xpi'clt'd to hn, Irom year 
ro veai‘ and that assc'ssments onct‘ ma<b‘ cannot bi* enhanciMl within a 
period id' six yi'.ars. Now wlnni this Act first comt*s into force, 1 am (iU!t(‘ 

ready to admit thattlu‘re will l>e a very h^w cases in whiidi the fail' rent 

does not corres])ond with tht‘ standard rent. d’h(‘n‘\vill Im' a few cases, as 
for instance, when the jiremisi^s ar(‘ lei within the family at an (*xt.raoi*d inary 
low rent, or as jjjirl of a biism 'Ss arran^^mmmt. In the latim* cases, we 
asst'ss on the ac*l ual nmt jiaid. besides this, we haviM o fa(‘e 1 he (piesiion 
of the Operations of this Act which t he Hon bh* Mr. Alitt' r has raistwl more 
than once. Let us take two f ossihh* casi'S. Su|)[>os(‘ t in* landlord, alter 
the standard i-ent is fixed, instals tw'o liroken chairs and iisch'ss almirahs and 
insists on letain^' his preniis(‘s oO ])er cent,, above the standard I'lml. In a 
cas(*, lik(‘ that, our asse*ssint? ollicers would be (Uit-itli^d to lakt* the lair lamt as 
soim'thin^? more than the stdiulard rent ol the pr(*mis(is. Anothm’ obvious 
expt‘rit‘nc(‘ would b(‘ foi* a tenant to pay thi* landlord a saln/ftf ol Ks. 2,tK)() 

t,h(‘ line (»f IJs. ].(d)0 notwithstanding th(‘ tiums ol the Act ; he will 

of course have to jiay his nmt into the bargain, d'hat is a ))ro(‘edure whicli 
vv(', liaNU' met with in the t >oi'j)orat ion in theatric cases ; as 1 say probably 
th(‘re would be circumstances arising out of th(‘ Act in whudi \\r should find 
the fair I’cnt to be a litth^ more than the standard rent. 1 luit mmdi for 
the immediate pn^sont. 

Now let us put oiirsidves two years furtlun* oil, wlieii this A(tt comics to 
an end. You will recollect that tlu‘ assessment made in the ytaar 
will b(' valid for six yiaars. wheri'as you may take it loi* certain that by 
that tirm‘ all th(‘se lamts will liave risen ahovt^ the firesemt rati*. If the 
Act should be extendial, presumably a higher pm-centa^o* will be allovvcMl, 
but that would \n) no benefit to the rates which ha«l actually been lixiul in 
1922. What wa* should have to do in 1922, if wa* are bound to taki*. tin*, stand- 
ard rent as tin* fair rent, is to fix our ratios on tin* n*nts paid in I9LSn/w.s' 
10 per com . although that ass(*ssm(mt has to stand for anrther six years ip) 
to the yt^ar 1928. In 1927 and in the i^arly part of 1928 tin' lucky owmn's 
would still be payin.^ rates on a basis of the- rents of 1918 plus 10 p(*r emit. 
Is that fair to the city finance's, or to the tenants in other wards of the city 
which had had prt'viously been a^si^ssed ? 

Then again, I should like to point out tlie numerous practice) diHic^ulties 
which come from simply tagging this clause on to the firesent Act. d'o begin 
with, the unit of our present assessment is a building ; the unit of the 
standard rent is tlie premises which may be a pai t of a building or room. 
Therefore we shall have buil lings in wdiich one room or a suite of rooms 
only has been assessed to the standard rent. Therefore as far as J can follow 
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the proReiit amendment, we shall be bound to assess the whole building on 
the standard rent or we shall have to go into very diffi'jult calculations. 
Again, there may be several standard rents, whereas we have only one rate, 
ddje Hon’ble Mr. Mitter gave instances earlier in the day of kinds of sub- 
letting. Are we to take the basis of our valuation on tlu'se varying rents 
paid to the sub-landlords? There is o;i(' much more im[)ortant ditiiculty 
which did iK)t fK^cur lo tini Mon’ble Members on the ot!ic‘r side of the 
House, and that is this : that in section 567 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act, the land ac(iuisition value is presumed to be 25 times the municipal 
valuation ; tlnTcdore if the standard rent does correspond to the municipal 
valuation, then the acquisition rate of tlie premisi'S will be presumed 
*0 be 25 tineas the standard rent which is just wliat the llon’ble Mernlx’rs 
want to avoid. 


Tln^se art) tlie practical difficulties which come most prominently before 
one when W(‘ (ionsider this amendment, and it is quite impossible at this late 
hoar U) go further into the t(‘chnical difliculties. 1 would, however, as 
the matt(‘r is to be dt‘Ci(ied by free vote in’ the (Jouneil, wai'ii Hon’ble 
Memlici’s most seriously against the possd)le effect of this Hill on our munici- 
pal ieveniu‘s. 1 do not know whether th<‘ Coumdl realises the storms that 
we are \n eai.li(U*ing under the Kmit Hill. 1 think, undfu’ the new system, we 
ar(‘ going to lose Ovtn* a lakh of rupees in our markets alone, and it would be 
disturbing tb(^ whoh^ system under wh ch wt* have built up llu‘se markets. 
Hy an am(3iidinent moved yesterday by the Hon'ble Hai Uadha (diaran Pal 
Bahadur, our whole educational ]>olicy has been lianqHV'ed because it has 
transferred to the occupier, the whole of th(‘ liability for any educational (;ess 
which may b(‘ raisf'd in tlui future, to giv(‘ effect to tin* schenn* of (‘ducation 
put forwai’d by (iovernment. Theses are tht‘ obstacles we are going t-o im^et 
with, and now we are faced with a much mort; radical danger of equalising 
the standard lauit with tin* fair nuit, the eff(‘cts of whicL are more lasting and 
more widmiing. 


I need hardly emphasise the (‘apiial ne(*ds with which w(‘ are fac(‘(l in 
the near futuri^. Tii(‘re is tin* laige (picsti' n of watei -.su])ply. Thei‘i‘ is the 
question of tlu^ wiiol(*sal(‘ revision of the jiay (d’ our stti f. wliieJi will run 
into more rdian 2 lakhs; there is tin* now (ulucational jioiicy and tlnuT* is 
the dev('lopment of the undeveloped an'as, which Is in itself a matter of 
tlie highest im[)ortanc(' as regards tln^ extension of lioiis(*s in Calcutta. 
If our revenues are docked or curtailed by tin? acc(*ptance of the amoinl- 
meiit now before the (h)uneil, you idsK impiding the e.vecntion of the 
larg(* capital impi'ov(‘m(*nts to which Wi* have looked forwaj-d in tlie near 
future ; you risk even curtailing most fundamental municipal activities, 
for inslainu*, the improvement of the water-supply. I would appi'al to Your 
Excelleney and this Council, and to the Hon’ble Meml)er in charge of this 
Bill, as f understand he is still open to piTsuasioii, not to let emergency 
legislation like this, disturb the revenue syslen: on which the city 
linances are based. 1 would ask the (Council not to l(*( a casual voti^ in a 
jaded Council have the effect of impairing tin* revi'iiiie system on tin* basis 
of whiidi t!i(' city has built up ils financial position, jerfecily healthily, 
perfectly normally, without injustice, notwithstanding what our critics might 
say, and in accordance with the acceptiuj principles of British inunieipal 
administration since the days of the Justices of the Peace.” 


On the H oii’hh* Mr. P. C. Mitter rising to speak, the PresidOflt said : — 

‘*1 think it w^ould be better that tin* Hon’ble the Maharajadhiraja 
Bahadur should explain the position of Government liefore eontinning the 
debate further.” 
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The Hoa’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan aaid 

‘‘ My Lord, Govornmoiit hav^e an open mind on this siihjecr, and are 
willing to leave it to the fn^e vote of the (/ouneil. In ease, however, the 
Council accepts the ainendiiient . Govornnient would tlien accept it in a 
modified as follows : — 


‘ During the contiiiuanci* of this Act, tln^ Corporation of ('alcutta or any 
other local authority shall not raise its asst'ssinont of any ])r(onises above the 
standard rent on tin* gioiind of the increase of value.” 


The Hon'ble Mr. Phelps sai 1 - 

‘‘ My Lord, Mr. Garner lias explained the position, and I am V'ny glad 
to see that his ojiinions concur with iniin*. I takt‘ it to be most fortunate in 
that my opinion coincidt's with his. I did not know what tin' Hon’hle Mr. 
Gurm*r's opinions wcva hid'ore lu' s|X)ke, as I have in'ver had an opportunity 
of discussing the matter with him, but 1 have had some i‘x j)ernMi(‘e in the 
Coiporation, and 1 may add my litth- mitt' of evidein^e in sn])porl of what 1 
consider tiio highest aut hority in Calcutta at the firem'iit monn*nt in t hese 
matters. The projiosals, my f.ord, appear at first sight so vto'y innoct'iit and 
reasonable that, oiu^ is a))! to acc'-pl tlu'm without douht. but from my own 
exp(^rienc(' with regard to assessment in the Corporation. I came to the con- 
clusion — in fact 1 Ix'came awari' two years ago of the fact — that it is ad- 
mittt'd, op«‘iiIy admitt('d, hy mnnieipal commiHsi(»ners, that tin' eity is ac'tually 
umh'r-asst'ssed, not withstanding that w(‘ hav<‘. many (*.omj>laints from land- 
lords that t 1 h\v have' Ix'Hii ovei-asSe8S(‘d. I have mmie jiailic'ular inquiries 
into llies(' niatt('rs, — 1 am jeah»us of the good naiiK' of tlu' Corporation — and 1 
liav(' (‘lialhmged those who hav(' asst'rted that they hav(^ lu'i'n ov(^r-asfi(‘KH(Hi, 
to give me j)arti('iilar figur(?s, so tliat I would investigate' tln'in myself. My 
challenge' has never hei ii ae*e(‘pt(*d ; on the*, contrary, as I said before^, 1 dis- 
cove'red in 1918 tliat the city was so miudi iinder-assesseM h(*e:inse‘ of th(^ 
hahit of many landlords of taking aelvantage eef tin* six-yearly assessmemt 
and raising the'ir rents during that peu'iol. I have* tin* e)th( 0 * day givtui you 
some startling figures ahoiit the nse* in reaits that have hee*n demianeieMl hy 
Iandle)rds. I may te-ll yoii now' that in many erasers I have^ pe'rsonally 
investigated thee asse'ssinent s in tln'se partienlar eases, and in eveiry 
one; of those easels that I in vt'stigate'el, I femnd that the?se' preposterous 
rises wdiie*li have he'cn mado, svere' ma le" eai the plea that t h(;y have 
br*en re-assessed hut, as a matter of fact, tin' assessment had not heM'ii 
raise'd. Tlu'rc'fore, so many landlords w't're aclually, if 1 may use^ ihe; 
words, che'atlng tlie* (Corporation out of tlmir just elueis on the*, oiuj 
hand, and squeezing tin* tenants on the other. 1 have made this stateunent 
on otlier oe'cssions ten), hut the fact inH*ds hammering in ; in fact, I 
w^as so impresse'd with this uinh r-aHsessnient owing to the horrible system of 
charging or making profit out of the assessineiit, that when I first starte<l on 
this propaganda, 1 advocated in a Rent Hill, not an imitation of the Bombay 
Act, nor an imitation of the Rangoon Act, but a simple return to the positive 
assessment. 1 said over and over again that if landlords would charge their 
rent's according to assessment, there would be no necessity for a Remt Bill 
whatever, and I say so now'. But I was not listened to. I have told this story 
over and over and over again in every assembly that I have addressed, for the 
last two years past. I insisted upon this in the Rent Committee ; I was not 
listened to. I was not listened to in the Corporation, and it was not until I 
got into this Council that my words were listened to with respect. I suggest 
that these amendments may not Vie accei»ted by Government instead of that 
we have got a Rent Bill, and 1 give my blessings on it.” 
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The Calcutta Rent 1920, 
Mr. P. (\ Milter; Mr^ Gurner. 


[13th April, 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

I find it rather difficult to fcdlow my iion'l)le friend, Mr. Phelps, and the 
difficulty is all the greater because 1 find that he has delivered a long speech 
at lh(.‘ fag end of the day, without ev(*ii taking tlu^ trouble te read the amend- 
ment wliioli the Ilon'bh* Member in charge is going te accept. His speech, so 
far as I could follow it, onlyamounts t(j tJiis ; that the landlords in the past 
— I am sure h(‘ lias always got the landlords in his brain — have Ixu ii cheating 
the (]oi’|)oration. Hard words do i]ot always carry conviction. But what is 
this ani(‘ndni(‘nt that w(* have before us, viz., that the Cor) oration of Calcutta 
or any oth(‘r local holy shall not rais(‘ t heir assi^ssment of any premises over 
the standard renl. Now we havn^ tln^ standar I rent. If we have the standard 
rent wliat is the good of talking to us about the ])ast goc)d deeds or the past 
misdeeds of landlords. With great respect J say, thal- h(‘ lias not added either 
to r)ur wisdom or our knowledge; on tin; points which we have got to consider 
at the present monumt No doubt Mr. Phelps has said that he was m^ver 
listeinnl to in this phiee and that plaete My sympathy goes to him, 
but, if he do(;s not confine himsidf to the points at issue, I am afraid 
he will find himself at the same disad vaiitagt^ in this house also. My 
Lord, W(; ha\e heard a good (b^al of tin' iniquiti(^s of the landlord. l)Ut 
I liav(^ h(‘re with ni(‘ a piece* of paper giving partii-ulai's of ilie way in wliieh 
assessnnmts have be(*n rais(‘d by tin; ( a)rporation. In 18, Bagh Bazar Strind, 
the assessment was raised pin* C(‘nl.. in Bagh Bazar Sireet, it 

was raised by 126*5 per cent. Again in 5-2, Briiidabaii Pal Lane, the assess- 
ment was raised by tlie high figure of 1.416*5 [ler cemt.’’ 


The Hon’ble Mr. Gurner said — 

‘‘ May I in(|uirt; vvlndher thest* ass(*ssments are on a rental basis, or 
whetlu'r they are on tin; basis of valuation ? ” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said — 

I (ninnot gi ve, tin* information. The Ci)rporal ion’s plea is that, there 
is a general risi* in rt‘nl. With n‘gard to 15, llira Ball Alitter Sti(‘(‘t, on the 
ground of gein'ral rise ol r(*nt in tin* locality, tin* ass(*ssnn*nt has been in- 
cr('as(*d by 250 j)er cent. This is enough 1 think, and 1 do not want to tire the 
paticuice of tin; Council. I can (juotc a number of figures like these, but 1 
do not blame the Corporation lor ii. 44n‘y would b(* wanting in their duty if 
they did not folbiw tin* provision of sc'ction 151 of the Municipal Act, and that 
is the r(;ason why tln're is the necessity of this amondnn*nt ora similar amend- 
ment. Uinhn- section 151 it is thi*ir duty to assess on the liasis of the prest'iit 
estimated r(*ntal, and any (Corporation officer would be failing in ins duty, if he 
does not act according to the provision of that section. For this reason the 
amendment is iK'ccssary. But, my Lord if this Act is intendt*d' t o give some 
relief to- tenants that relief can liardly be giv(*n if this inflated assessment 
due to no fault of the (Corporation but due to speculation in land and houses 
is allowed, it must m^cessarily follow that such assessment would raise the 
price of land and houses. Therefore some amendment of t his nature is very 
necessary. 


With regard to what the Hon’ble Mr. (jiurner has said, I have every 
symjiathy with the Corporation for increasing their revenues as they have 
increased their expenditure, and for that reason in the amendment whicli 
stands in my name, I have limited the rise to 10 per emit. I would not object 
to 10 or 20 per cent., but 1 would protest strongly against 200 or 250 percent. 
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Baliu Surendra Nath Rati ; The President. 

\.[ler all. this Act will remain in forco for three yoar.s and therefore I am in 
avour of taking some action in the matter of checking the rise in assessment, 
locause in that way the good effect, if any. of tlie Rent Act will he lost to a 
cry great extent.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“My Lord, I accept tlic form of the amendment as proposed hy tlie 
Hon’hle Member in cliarge.” 


The President said ; — 

“Tlie (lonncil understands tliat the amendment in tlie form whiidi 1 now 
propose to jiiit it from the (diair is left to the unfettered decision of the 
(louncil, officials have liberty to void as they think proper.” 

The motion being put, a division was taken with the following result : — 


21 , 

Tht* Hon’iilf Sir Henry Wheeler, K.c.i.K., t; s.i. 
,, Sir Hijay Clitiiid Mahtah, k.c.m.i., 

K t;.i K., i.n M., Malmrajtitlhiiuju 
Kahtului of Burdwuii. 

,, Mr H. L Stephenson, c.s.i.. 

(' l.E. 

Ml. L. S. S. 0’Mttll(‘y, l.i.r. 

„ ,. Mr. M. C. MeAlpin. 

,, ,, Mr A. Murr. 

,. ,, Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, c.l.K. 

,, Mr. (i. N. Koy. 

, ,, Baltu Siireinira Nuth Ray. 

,, Sir Nilratun Sarkar, Kt. 

j Klian Sahih Ainan Ali. 

,, Balni Sarat Chandra Cliakra 

itartty. 

„ ,, Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

,, ,, Kai Mahendra Cliandra Mitra 

Bahadur. 

,,, „ Babu Kiahori Mohan Cliaudhuri 

„ Kumar Shih Shokhareswar Ray. 

„ ,, Balm Brojendra Kiahor Ray 

Chaudhuri. 

.. ., Mr. RrovHHfi Cliunder Mitter, 

C.l.E. 

,, ,, Rai Deltender Chu rider Ghose 

Bahadur. 

„ ,, Rai Radlia Charan Pal Bahadur. 

,, Mr. R. M. Watson Smyth. 


JVo^s — S. 

The Hoiritle Mr. W. W. Hornoll, c.i k. 

,, „ Sii C. J. Stevonson-. Moore 

K.C.I.K.. 0 v.o. 

p „ Mr. S. W. (loode. 

., ,, Major-General W. H. B. Robin- 

non, t.ii., i.M.H. 

„ „ Mr. F. J. Monalian. 

„ „ Mr. W. H. ri. Arden- Wo.td, c.i.f 

,, ,, Mr Qurner. 

„ „ Mr W. H. Phelps. 


The following members abstained from voting : — 

The hon’ble Mr. J. G. Gumming, c.s.i., c.i.k. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvl Ainin-ul-Islam. 


10 
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The Calcutta Bent 1920, 
The President; Mr, P. C. Mitter. 


[13th Ap] 


'riie following ineiiibers wore absent : — 

The Hon ’Lie x\Ii, Ani’ iiur Ualiinan. 

,, Mr. Ilin(ll(‘y. 

„ llaja Hrisbikesb Laha, c.j.f. 

,, Dr. Abdiilla-al-Maniun Siilirawardy. 

,, Mauivi A bill Kasein. 

,, AJaulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-blaq. 

Mr. K. Jl. Dutt. 

,, Habu Maliendra Nath Ray, (M.k. 

Mr. Aliaf Ali. 

,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

,, Babii Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

,, Mr. M. Asliraf Ali Khan Chaudhuri. 

,, ,, Mr. Arun (Uiandi-a Singha. 

Nawab Bahadur of Murshidabad, Amir-ul-Omr, 
K.I^S.l., K.r.v.o. 

,, Sir Deba Prasad Sarvadhikari, Kt., c.i.e. 

,, Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerjoe, k.c.i.e. 

,, Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji. 

,, ,, ]\Ir. (P A. I>ayley. 

,, Mr. W. L. Travers. 

,, ,, Mr. Catheart. 

,, Mr. Bickford. 

The Ayes being 21 and the Noes 8, the motion was lost. 


169. The Hnn’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter was to have moved that after dai 
24, the following be added, viz : — 


A^HCHsment l>y 
Cf»rpoiatioii of 
Calcutta 


“ 25. During tlie period this Act shall remain in force the Corporati 
of Calcutta shall not raise its assessment by more than ten per cent, on 1 
last assessment on any premises on any of the following grounds: — 


(a) increase of value of land, 

(b) increase in tlie estimated present cost of erecting the building, a 

(c) the gross annual rental at which the land and building or t 

premises miglit reasonably be expected to let from year 

1 ) 

y(‘ar. 


The President said 

“ Motion No. 169 is disposed of by the decision which the (Council li 
reached on the prcndoiis amendmont.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said 

“ My Lord, mav I make a suggestion as regains clause (c) of my motic 
No. 169? 

My motion is undoubtedly disposed of so far as clause (r) is coneerriC' 
but I would ask Your Excellency to consider whether clauses (a) and (b) ha\ 
also been disposed of ? t'lausc (c) relates to houses assessed on rental has 
and this is undoubtedly disposed of by the previous amendment, but (a) an 
(i) deal with houses not assessed on a rental basis.” 
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be President f^aid : — 

“The Hon’blo Member will He(‘ that the ^evernin^ elaiise oi‘ this amend- 
lenl is tliat the (^corporation of Caleutta is not to raise its assessment by 
lore than Id per cent. That is to say his amendment will the Corpora- 
on the right to raisin the assessnitnit by 10 per cent. Tlit' Council has 
[r(‘adv decided that during the contiimauc(' ol this Act the Cor])oration shall 
ot raise the assessment of any premises al)ove the standard rent. It is 
lerefort* out of order to move an ainendmmit which would em|>^^wer the 
orporation to raise their assessment by 10 percent.*' 

he Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Witter sai l — 

“ 1 ]nust bow to Your Kxcidlency’s decision. 

TIh' motion was then deennvl to have been withdrawn. 

'Fhe following motion was then diMumul t.o have Imhui withdrawn. 

10^ The IIon't»le Hai Uadha Charaii Pal Pahadni* to move that alter 
:ie word “ Act ” in line 3 of clause 24, the following be added, viz:— 

“ and also shall not apply in the matter of determining the compensa> 
tion payable in respect of any premises which may be acejuired 
under the Land Acejuisition Act 

H)9A. The ITon’ble Maharajailhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved that 
onsequent on motion No! 28 being carried in an aimmibnl form, tin* following 
mendnumts b(' made : — 

(1) in line 5 of clause 2 { f) [!) for tin* word and figures “ A])ril 1916 

tlu* word and iiguri's “ NovtmdMO’ 191o be substiiute I ; 

(2) for tiie word and tigun^s “ April 1911” in th(‘ t wo places in winch 

tln^y occui* in clause 15 [ 2 ), proviso (?). l ie* word and li.'Uies 
“ Novemhi r 1912) ” bt^ substitut(‘d ; 

(M) for the figures “ 1914 ” in line 5 of clausi* 17 (7) } tiie figui'S 

‘‘ 1913 ” be substituteil. 


le said : — 

“.My Lord, in consecpicnce of an amendment, to clausi* 2 w!deh was 
ccepted by Govm-nnient, can-tain consequential amendmmits are nec(‘ssary, 
nd J lit ■g leave 10 move I.lieiu.” 

The motion wan put, and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 4. 

Tlie, Hon’l.d^ Maliarajadhiraja l»ahadur of Bunivvan moved that the 
lecretarj- he directed to re-number the clausea aiid Kiih-claUKeH of tlie Ifill in 
onsecutive onler and to make corrcHponding alterations in all crOKS-reference.s 
hereto. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

The Hon’hle Maliarajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan moved that the 
Mil, as settled in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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The President — Adjournment. 

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


The President said 

It is not my intention, as is customary, to address th(3 Oouncil thi 
evening, partly because the legislative prognnnnie is by no means templet 
and certain important measures which have been introduced, such as th 
IJengal Alluvial Lands Bill, the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvemen 
Bill will be proceeded with during the coining months ; and secondly, becaus 
a nioia^ appropriate occasion for my delivering a valedictory address to thi 
Conn ;il will arise in vSeptemb(‘r next when it is probable that the Counci 
as it now exists will hold its last sitting. Under these circumstances, I nov 
pi-opose that the Council should adjourn sine die.'' 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was then adjourned sine die. 

J. F. GRAHAM, 

Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal and 


Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council. 


Calcutta, 

The 21st May 1920. 


B s. Prew— 4-6-1020— 465J— 350— S. C. K 



Abstract of tUe Proceedings of tJie Bengal Legislative ^\>uncil assembled under 
the provisions oj the Government of India Act. 19 15, 

The Council met in the Council Chamhcr at Coveninient lIoim(‘, Calcutta’ 
on Thursday, the Ist July, 1920, at 11 a.m. 

Present : 

His Excellency the RIg'ht Hon’hle Lawrknck John Lhmi.ky DrmnAH, Eakl 
OF Ronaldshay, o.r.i.E., Governor of the PresidenCg of fort }]illiam 
in Bengal, jiresiding. 

The Hon’hle Sir Henry Wheeler, k.cm.e.. r.s.i. 

Tlie Hon’ble Sii: Bi.iay Ciiand Maiitaii, k.c.s.i., k.c.i.k., i.o.m., Maiiaraja- 
(Ihiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

The llon’ble Siu Ciiaki.k>< Stkvknson-Mookk, k.c.i.k.. c.v.o. 

The Hoii’ble Mk. H. L. S iepiiknson, c.i.k. 

The Ho»’l)le Mu. F. .T, Monahan. 

The llon’ble Ma.iou-Generai. W. H. B. FbmiNsoN, ( .u., i.m.s. 

The Hon’ble Mu. J. R. Bi.ackwoop. 

The llon’ble Mu. F. A. A. Cowi.ev, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mu. M. C. McAi.imn. 

The llon’ble Me. L. S. S. O’Malley, c.i.k. 

The Hon’ble Me. G. N. Roy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. Mark. 

The Hon’ble Mu. W. W. Hornell. c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J, Donald, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aminul Iklam. 

The Hon’ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mooker.iee, k.c.i.e 
The Hon’ble Mr. C. f). M. Hindley. 


The Hon’hle Mr. F. M. Le.'»lie. 
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The Hon’ble Kaja Hrihiiikesh Laita, c.i.e. 

The Hori’ble Mr. M. Cathcakt. 

The Hoii’hle Mr. Provabh Chunder Mitter, c.i.e. 

The Hon’hle Bahu Bro.]endra Kisiior Ray Ohaudhurt. 

The Iloii’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

The Ilon’ble Sir Dera Prahad Sarbadhikari, Kt., c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghore Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. M. Watron-Smyth. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. D. Pickford. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. H. Phelph. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. L. Travers. 

The Hon’ble Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Ha^. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman All 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf All 

’riie Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhij. Chandra Datta. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur 
The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty, 

Oath of Allegiance ; Questions and answers, 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 1. 

OATH OF ALLEGlANCf. 

The Hon’ble Messrs. Blackwood, Donald, Pickford, Travers and Leslie 
made an oath of their allegiance to the Crown. 



Q\i^si%onS and Amicers. 

THE PRESIDENTS* ADDRESS. 
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1920 .^: 


The President said 

Before we proceed further with the husinesB that is before UR» I 
desire to read to you the following loiter which has boon received from 
the Right Honourable Mr. E. S. Montagu, the Secretary of State for India, in 
•reference to a resolution carried in this Council on the 3rd February last. 

India Offk'e, London, 

The 29ih April, 1920. 


My Lord, 

r have submitted to the KIng-Km|>eror the first of the two ri^solu- 
tions passed by the Bengal Legislative Council on the 3rd February, 
which accompanied the letter of Your Fxcelhmcy’s Government (fato<i th(' 
10th February, and His Majesty has commanded motodesirt^ Your Ex(‘cllency 
to inform the Council that he has received their loyal messagt* with dtu^p 
appreciation. 

2. I would ask you at the same time to express to the CouikmI my warm 
thanks for the sentiments conveyed in their second resolution, so far as they 
relate to myself personally, and to say that 1 have had gnuit pleasure in 
communicating tliis messages to His Majcisty’s Government. 

T have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient humble Servant. 
Sd. EDWIN S. MONTAGU. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 2. 


STARRED QUESTIONS. 

The following questions whicdi had bc^en starred wer(^ put and 
answered : — 

\ 

By the Hon’ble BabH Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

*1. 

{a) Will the Goverument be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
graduates from the Sibpur Engineering College are examined after their K^tawim 
period of practical training with passeil Overseers from the Engineering 
Schools? Kuginee 

{b) Are the Government aware that the standard of education received 
by the Engineer students is different from that received by the Overseer v 

; , , o •' tiiKliiee 

students 1 ScIiooIh. 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of examining tliese 
two classes of students separately? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The attention of the Hon’ble Member is invited to the Government 
of India, Public Works Department, Resolution No. 192 E.A , dated the 
1st April, 1920, republished in Part I of the Calcutta Gazette of 28th April, 

1920. The final orders of the Government of India regarding the organisa- 
tion of the Bemgal Engineering Service and Subordinate Engineering Service 
are awaited. Meanwhile all matters relating to these services, including 
those referred to by the Hon’ble Member in this and the following questions, 
are engaging tEe attention of the Local Government.” 

I A 
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Questions and Answers. 


[iST JuLT, 


ifttant 
;int‘.er« of 
Sibpnr 
{i neering 
logo. 


vincial 

^ineer 

doe. 


)er 

jriJiimtos 
lie public 
•ks 

artineiit. 


iHvSment of 
'I lauds in 
iiatric t of 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

* 11 . 

Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing the number 
of guaranteed posts of Assistant Engineer for the Sibpur Engineering College 
and of raising the initial salary of those graduates who fail to get the guar- 
anteed posts ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ The number of guaranteed posts of Assistant Engineer is fixed by the 
Government of India and under their orders an apprentice engineer from 
the Civil Engineering College, Sibpur, is posted to the Bengal Public Works 
Department establishment and to the State Railway establishment in alter- 
nate years. Graduates who fail to obtain guaranteed posts do not necessarily 
become members of any branch of the Indian Service of Engineers, but the 
pay of those who may accept api)ointments in the new Bengal Engineering 
Service will be regulated by the orders of the Government of India regarding 
the organisation of that service.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

*m. 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that they 
propose to establish a new “ Provincial Engineer Service ” ? 

(b) If so, what will be its cadre and scale of pay ? 

((•■) Will graduates from the Sibpur College who are already serving as 
uppei' subordinates be given [)reference in filling up these posts? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

” (a), (b) and (c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer already 
given to starred question 1 (<■).” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 

*IV. 

(«) Are the Government aware that great hardship is being felt by the 
members of the upper subordinate establishment of the Public Works Depart- 
ment, on account of their slow promotion? 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of introducing 
a time-scale of })ay in their case ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

” (a) Yes. 

(6) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer already given to 
starred question I (c).” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

*V. 

(n) Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
rent oi bastu lands of tenure-holders which are part and parcel of other agri- 
culturaj lands is being assessed for income-tax in the district of Jalpaiguri? 

{b) Is there any Government circular directing ouch assessment? 
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swer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

" {a) Yes. only one such asst'ssment was actually made, which was on 
income of Rs. 370 of a zainindar. The attention of the Deputy Commis- 
ler, Jalpaiguri, has Imen drawn to Doanl's Circular No. 32 B.,‘ dated the 
duly, 1890, which directs that income ^lerived trom b/istu lands rented to 
i-agi’iculturi.sts only should l e considered liable to incoine-ta.K. 

(b) No.” 


the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri;— 

VI. 

Will the Government be pleased to state what is the present eondition of 
Jal})esh Temple, situated in the Government Western Dual's, and state the w '"t‘! rn'uua*. 
mated cost required for repairing the tenqile and whether the committee 
ointed by the Government have sullicient funds to undertake the lUHH'ssa ry 
lirs for the temple ? 


iwer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

“ The Jali)esh temple wa.s .severe!} damaj^ed l)y the ^n^eat eartlnjuake of 
r, involving the collapse of its central dome. Some other minoi’ I'epaiis are 
necessary. A special mason has been engaged for the rec'onstiiut ion of 
central dome, and the estimate of the (‘ost of this work cannot be }>?‘epai*ed 
1 he joins. It is not, therefore, jiossible to say definitely, though it is 
wed that the funds at the disposal of the CommitteK? will be siiflieient to 
plete the necessary repairs. ” 


he Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

(a) Will the GoveriuiKmt be jileased to state whethc^r there is a cojifi u.>r,tifio,aini 
ial establishment for every District Magistracy, in addition to the ixilice 

linal Investigation Department? ' V.‘ 

‘ MagiHtracion. 

(b) 11 the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the Government be 
"led to state — 

(i) whether persons, especially tho.se in Government service, who ai'e 

reported iigainst by this deiiartment are given an oj)|)ortunity 
of submitting explanations regarding the complaints made 
against them by the .said dejiartrnent; and 

(ii) when and why this department was cieated, and what is the exact 

nature of the work done by it? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of di.s(;ontinuing 
sstablishment, having regard to the present circumstances of the country ? 

ver by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ There is no establishment of the kind indicated in this (juestion. ” 

lie Hon’ble Rai Srinath Ray Bahadur: — 

III. 

('i) \Viil the Government be pleased to state whether inquiries ha\^e 
instituted into the indebtedness of agriculturi.sts in districts of Bengal > asrieniturinu 

, . ® * in JUincta ill 

(0) If so, what IS the amount of indebtedness in each district where 
inquiries have been made ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

(a) Inquiries have from time to tim^‘ been made regarding the 
debtedness of agriculturists, particularly in connection with settler 
operations. 

(b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the Settlement Final Report 
Faridpur, Dacca and Midnapore and to the late Major Jack’s ‘ Ecoac 
Life of a llengal district ’ It is, however, for obvious reasons, imposs 
for Government to state the amount of indebtedness in each district with 
claim to accuracy.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Srinath Ray Bahadur: — 

*IX. 

Are the Government aware — 

{a) that severe distress prevails in many places in Bengal owinj 
scarcity of food-stuft's and high prices; 

{b) that people amongst the lower classes desire to go outside Ii 
for employment; and 

(r) if so, are the Government considering the desirability of tal 
steps to find employment for such men within and out 
India? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (rt) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answers to starred ques 
No. X put by him and unstarred question No. 64 put by the Hon’ble B 
Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

{b) Government have no information of any such desire on the par 
the lower classes. 

(c) In view of the answer to {b) no action need be taken.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Srinath Ray Bahadur: — 

*X. 

Is it a fact that in the subdivision of Gopalganj in Faridpur numl 
of men have been reduced to utter destitution and are desirous of goin^ 
Mesopotamia and other places to earn their livelihood? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

” As regards the first part of the question a statement is laid on 
table. 

It has not come to the notice of either the local authorities or Gove 
ment, that numbers of men in Gopalganj are desirous of going to Mesopotai 
and other places to earn their livelihood.” 

i^tatement referred to in the artswer to qvestion No. X {starred) asked by 
Hon’ble Rai Srinath Ray B.ahadur at the meeting of 1st 
1920. showing distress in the Gofalganj and Madaripur sub-divisiom 
the Varidpnr district. 

I'here has been distress in certain thanas — especially in the bhil ar 
of the Gopalganj and Madaripur sub-divisions of the Faridpur district, 
distress is attributed to (1 ) the general effect of the cyclone of last year fr 
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?h the people in this area have not quite recovered yet; (2) the shrink 
of private charity: (3) the want of work, a usual thing at this time of 
^ear; (4) high prices; and (5) the damage (the extent of which has not 
[)een ascertained) to the low land hhil paddy crop by the early rain in 
ch last. The position has been aggravated by the fact that banks and 
ajans have stopped giving loans because of thiir inability to collec-t their 
ious dues. The District Officer, Mr. .1. N. Roy, o.b.e./wIio has visited 
affected area and made personal inquiries, reports tliat the situatioji is 
;o serious as it was thought to be at first. 

The following measures of relief have been undertaken: — 

(1) The provision of work for able-bodied persons on the construction 

of, and repairs to, roads undertaken by the District and Local 
Boards and the removal of water-hyacinth. 

(2) The provision of work for women on paddy-husking, for which 

purpose the District Board have made necessary advances. 

(3) The supply of Burma rice at controlled price. The District 

Board have arranged for the purchase of 1,000 maunds of 
Burma rice and the sale thereof at cost price in Go{>a!ganj. 
A supply of 1,361 ifiaunds of Burma rice has also been arranged 
for the Madaripur subdivision. 

(4) The grant of agricultural loans to cultivators. The (kdlector has 

been placed in funds to meet the demands for s\u“h loans. 


he Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

(I. 

(a) Are the Government aware that there is no raised ])latform at the 
undo railway station on the Eastern Bengal Railway in conseciucnce of 
h the passengers, specially of the intermediate and third classes, suffer 
t inconvenience to get into the carriages. 

(b) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing the 
ition of the Railway Company to tnis inconvenience and of suggesting 

wooden staircases be provided on all Jiitermediate and third c lass 
iages as is now done in the cases of first and second class carriages 
? 


fver by the Hon'ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) Government are aware that there is no raised jilatform at Goa- 
0 Ghat railway station. 

(b) The alleged inconvenience to intermediate and third class passengers, 
the proposals for remedying the same will be brought to the notice of 
nanagement of the Eastern Bengal Railway.” 


ho Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

(II. 

(a)'^Are the Government aware — 

(i) that in each of the passenger steamers plying between Narayan- 
ganj and Goalundo several welLfurnished cabins, a dining 
saloon and a spacious front deck are provided for 1st class 
passengers; 

{ii) that only two unfurnished small cabins, one for ladies and 
another for gentlemen, without any deck, are provided in each 
of the said steamers for 2nd class passengers; 


(toaluiido 
railway atatioii 
platform. 


Steamer aervica 
Ijetween 
Narayanganj 
uiid Goalundu. 
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[iST JUL) 


{in) that in each of these steamers the space between the 1st and 

class cabins is being used as a pantry, store room for fish ai 
meat, and that a table is often placed there for the purpose 
washing the plates of the 1st class passengers and very oft( 
mutton is hung up close to the 2na class cabins and witli 
view of the 2nd class passengers ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing t) 
attention of the steamer companies with a view to the removal of the afoi 
said inconveniences of the 2nd class passengers and for^the making of betti 
arrangements for them! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

- {a)ii) Yes 

(ii) (Hi) and (b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given i 
July, 1919, to unstarred question No. 30 (h) (i) to (iv), a copy of which 
laid on the library table. The Steamer Company have since reported tin 
the question of improving the 2nd class accommodation on their Padir 
service steamers has been receiving their attention and that improvemen 
are being effected on the various steamers from time to time. They a(! 
that tlie size and structural arrangement generally of these steamers do ]j( 
permit of any radical improvements being made without serious encroad 
ment uf)on the space allotted for 3rd class passengers, but that full consider 
tion will be paid to the requirements of 2nd class passengers when buildii] 
new steamers for the Padma service and that such measures as are possih 
will be taken to remedy the inconveniences from which they are now suffering 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

*xm. 

In view of the fact that most of the districts in this Presidency hav 
been given the privilege of electing non-official Chairmen, are the Goverr 
ment considering the desirability of laying down a rule that Governmeii 
officials shall not be elected as Chairmen of the Local Boards? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ Governimml are at pn'sent not prepired to make any statement, bu 
they propose to take the matter up for consideration.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

*XIV. 

(a) Are the Government aware — 

(/) that the rivers Dhaleswari and Buriganga in the district o 
Dacca are rapidly silting up so that inland steamers an< 
big country boats cannot ply in them for the greater part o 
the year; and 

(ii) that owing to the aforesaid condition of these two rivers diffi 
culties are being experienced by the people in regard to trad 
and communication? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state— 

(?) whether the action hitherto taken by them to improve the con 
dition of these two rivers has been successful; 
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(it) what further action they propose to take to improve the conditions 
of these two rivers; 

(iii) whether the dredging and hajidallivo operations in these two 

rivers are being still continued; 

(iv) what the annual cost is, of these oj)erations and under whose 

supervision they are conducted ; and 

(r) whether the officer under w'hose supervision these operations 
are conducted has any experience in river training? 


(Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

(a) (^) and (ii) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answa^r given 
0 starred question No. 33 by the Hon'ble Balm Brojendra Kishor Hay ('hau- 
Ihuri at the meeting of this Council held on the 5th March, 11)17. 
government are in full possession of the facts in regard to the navigable 
‘ondition of both the Dhaleswari and Buriganga rivers, and annual re|>orts 
m the condition of these rivers and the operations undertaken during the 
^ear for their improvement are received from the Superintending Engineer, 
Eastern Circle. 

(h) (/) Government are advised that the action taken to imjirove the 
‘ondition of these two rivers has resulted in arresting deterioration, but that 
K) permanent imjirovement can be said to have been effected. 

(/?) Government propose to continue annual Ixnidfillhnj o})erati()ns in 
hese rivers and if possible, when (onditions are favourable, to dredge the bars 
shell suitable dredgers are available. 

(///) The h(iiid(iUi7t(j ojierations are continued year by year. Owing to 
onditions arising out of the war dredging operations were discontinued 
roni 19l5-l(), but in the cold season of 1918-11) the di-edger ‘ Foyers ’ was 
mployed to open up the mouth from the «Iamuna into the Dhaleswari. d'he 
’ostgola shoal at Dacca was also dredged in the years 1918 19 and 1919 20. 

{ir) The p]*esent annual cost of bandalUiKj operations varies from 
is. 20,000 to Rs. 25,000. In this connecaion the Hon'ble Member is referred 
0 the statement of exj)enditure on dredging and hfmdaUhuj wa)rks from 
906-07 to 1916-17, which is atlacdied to the answer given to starred question 
so. 33 by the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Itay Chaudhuri at the meet- 
ag of this Council held on the 5th March, 1917. 

(r) The officer under whose supervision these operations are conducted 
^ the Executive Engineer, Dacca Divi.sion. The Executive Engineer, Dacca, 
livision, in charge of this work up to the 4th February, 1920, is an experi- 
nced officer of the Puldic Works Department, llie j>resent Executive 
Engineer of the Dacca Division has also previously held charge of the Dacca 
)ivision for several years.” 


ly the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

^XV. 

(a) Are the Government aware that tlie District Board of Dacca 
equested Government to provincialise the road running from Dacca to 
^richa? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of provincialising 
nd improving this road so that there may be motor-car servi(‘es between 
)acca and Manikganj, thereby removing, to some extent, the present incon- 
eniences of the people? 


Tilt* Aricljft 
iind Dacca 
road. 
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(iii) that in each of these steamers the space between the 1st and 2ii(l 
class cabins is being used as a pantry, store room for fish and 
meat, and that a table is often placed there for the purpose of 
washing the plates of the 1st class passengers and very often 
mutton is hung up close to the 2na class cabins and within 
view of the 2nd class passengers ? 

(J)) Are the Government considering the desirability of drawing tlip 
attention of the steamer companies with a view to the removal of the afore 
said inconveniences of the 2nd class passengers and for^the making of better 
arrangements for them? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

‘‘ {(i){i) Yes 

(//) {iii) and {h) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given in 
July, Ifilfi, to unstarred question No. 30 (6) {i) to {iv), a copy of which is 
]aid on the library table. The Steamer Company have since reported thnl 
the question of improving the 2nd class accommodation on their Padraa 
service steamers has been receiving their attention and that improvements 
are being effected on the various steamers from time to time. They add 
that the size and structural arrangement generally of these steamers do not 
Iiermit of any radical improvements being made without serious encroach- 
ment uf)on the space allotted for 3rd class passengers, but that full considera 
tion will be paid to the requirements of 2nd class passengers when building 
new steamers for the Padma service and that such measures as are possible 
will be taken to remedy the inconveniences from which they are now suffering. ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty: — 

^XMI. 

In view of the fact that most of the districts in this Presidency have 
been given the privilege of electing non-official Chairmen, are the Govern 
ment considering the desirability of laying down a rule that Government 
officials shall not be elected as Chairmen of the Local Boards? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

GovorniiiBiit arc at preKent not prepired to make any statement, but 
they propose to take the matter up for consideration.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

*XIV. 

(a) Are the Government aware — 

(/) that the rivers Dlialeswari and Biiriganga in the district of 
Dacca are rapidly silting up so that inland steamers and 
big country boats cannot ply in them for the greater part of 
the year; and 

(if) that owing to the aforesaid condition of these two rivers difli- 
culties are being experienced by the people in regard to trade 
and communication! 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(f) whether the action hitherto taken by them to improve the con- 
dition of these two rivers has been successful ; 
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{ii) what further action they propose to take to improve the conditions 
of these two rivers;" 

{Hi) whether the dredging and havdaUing operations in these two 
rivers are being still continued; 

{iv) what the annual cost is, of these operations and under whose 
^ supervision they are conducted ; and 

(r) whether the officer under whose supervision these operations 
are conducted has any experience in river training ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley;— 

“ (a) (i) and (ii) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given 
to starred question No. 33 by the Ilon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor liny t’liau- 
dhuri at the meeting of this Council held on the r)th March, 1917. 
Government are in full possession of the facts in regard to the navigable 
condition of both the Dhaleswari and Buriganga rivers, and annual i‘eports 
on the condition of these rivers and the operations undertaken during the 
vear for their improvement are received from the Suj)erintending Engineer, 
"Eastern Circle. 

(b) (i) Government are advised that the action taken to im{)rove the 
condition of these two rivers has resulted in arresting deterioration, but that 
no permanent imj)rovement can be said to have been effected. 

(/?) Government j)ropose to continue annual bond fill ing oj^erations in 
these rivers and if possible, when conditions are favourable, to dredge the bars 
when suitable dredgers are available. 

(Hi) J he bdvddUing oj)erations are continued year by year. ()\ving to 
conditions arising out of the war dredging operations were discontinued 
from 1915-16, but in th(* cold .season of 1918-19 the dredger ‘ Foyers ’ was 
employed to open u]) tlie mouth from the *lainuna into the Dhalesw »u i. 1 he 
Postgola shoal at Dacca was also dredged in the years 1918 19 and 1919 20. 

{ir) The ])resent annual cost of IxindnUing o])eration.s vari(‘S from 
Rs. 20,000 to Rs. 25,000. In this connection the Ilon'ble Member is refei red 
to the statement of exjienditure on dredging and btnidallnKj woiks fiom 
1906-07 to 1916-17, which is attached to the answer given to starred ciuestion 
No. 33 by the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri at the meet- 
ing of this Council held on the 5th March, 1917. 

(?•) The officer under whose su])ervision these ojierations are lonductcd 
is the F.xecutive Engineer, Dacca Divi.sion. The F.xecutive Fngineei’, Dacca 
Division in charge of this work up to the 4tli February, 1920, is an experi- 
enced officer of the Public Works Department, 1'he jire.sent Executive 
Engineer of the Dacca Division has also previou.sly held charge of the Dacca 
Division for several years.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty;— 


*XV. 

(n) Are the Government aware that the District l^oard of Dacca 
reauested Government to provincialise the road running from Dacca to 
Aricha 1 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of provinciali.sing 
and improving this road so that there may be motor-car services betw'een 
Dacca and Manikganj, thereby removing, to some extent, the present incon- 
veniences of the people! 


The Ar 
iiiiil Da 
road. 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ {n) Yes. 

(/>) No. llie proposal has already been considered by Government 
and definitely rejected.' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty: — 

^XVI. 

Will Mie Govcrnnumt be pleased to state — 

(a) The functions of the sj)f‘cial oflicer a])pointed in connection with the 
Dacca University'? 

(h) What special qualifications this oflicer possesses to be placed in 
charjj^e of the f)r(‘liininarv works for e.stablishinf^ a resitlential university ? 

(r) What staff he has"'' 

{d) Wliat offices did he hold and for what j>eriod before he was appointed 
to t he ])resent odice? 

(c) (/) Whether he has to discharge his functions in consultation with 
anybody; 

(//) if so, by whom ? 

(/) Wlx'thcr there is any committee to advise the special officer in 
connection with the selection of the tutorial staff mid the framing of rules in 
coniK'Ction with the Dacca University? 

{(j) ddie names of the members of the committee, if any? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

{(i) The special officer has been instructed to inquire into and advise 
iq)on (1) the staff required, the scale of their salaries aud the course of 
studies; (2) arrangements for laboratories, lecture rooms, etc ; (3) arrange- 
ments for the acc'ominodation of staff' and students; (4) the 0 {)ening of 
intermediate colleges; (5) the removal of the Dacca >School of Engineering; 
and (6) any other matters which may be necessary for the stanmg of the 
University. 

{h) Experience of administrative and University matters, capacity, and 
personal knowledge of Dacca. 

(r) The staff of the special officer consists of — two assistants, one over- 
seer, one typist-clerk and two orderlies. 

{d) A statement is laid on the table. 

(e) (?) (//) The special officer consults the Superintending Engineer in 
regard to building schemes. His functions are advisory and he submits his 
proposals to the IJirector of Public Instruction. 

(/) and (o) The answer is in the negative. It is not part of the special 
officer's duties to 9 ^l€*ct the University tutorial staff.'* 
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Statement rejerred to tn ansicer to qm^slton Xo. X \'I \d) (siarrcii) asked hj/ the 
llonble llAm: Sakat Qhasi>ka Ciiakkahauty at the meetiiu/ ot 1st JuUji 
1020 . 


Suit^tuntive api)Oiiit- 
meiii. 


Datf. 


ini'iil. 


D.itf 


Pri)f» HHor, PresidtMirv Cullrgf iGtli Novoinltor. I^IK) 


(U't.,py). I 

Pitti) ... Ma<IraH»a .. Jmu*. 11)03 

|)itto InHjH^i'tor, Kuro|H-aii ‘J'Jml (.K’tolH r, 11)03. 

NcliitoU. 

Ditto ... *2iiil Au^iwt, lt)04 ... 

Ditto ... i’rtiH'ipal, Tiih utta I Jlli August, 11)04. 

Ma<lrua>^H, iii aOtlituoi. 

Ditt<» ... No\fiul>or, 1 l)u4 


IiM|HTtor of S. Iiouls. Daodi 4tl. t). tol.vr, IDO.'* ... 
Di vision. 


Dill(» ... Dtrr< t«ir of l‘nltlir Insitin 22ii'l S<’j»tomlK’i , 11)01*. 

li«»n, Kiivtt ni Bon^.il 
AHM.nu 

Dltlo ... lOtli Drr.-inO. i. ll'Ull 

l)i[lo ... lotli AnmiHt, iDll till 

Otii M.in, llMf). 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

*xvri. 

W ill tlu* (i<)Vt‘rniiu‘iit ho pltoistMl to statt*- 

((/) the iiuiiihor of iiitonnodulo o()llo|^o.s whioli tin* ( jo\ orniiioDt p?’o|M)S 0 
to o.slahli.sh at l)aot*a ; 

ib) (/) whether an\ of tluM'xi.st ni^ ehiK'alional institulious of 1 taooa will 
ho ooiivoi tod into an intoiinodiato oolloj^'o, and 

{ii) if .so, which of thoin , 

{c) whether sites have l)een selected for llie location oi liaise colleges; 
{( 1 ) whether any proposal has been made for naming th(‘se colleges, 

(e) if so, what names the (io\ernment have decided to give to these 
col leges 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ [a), (d) and (e) It is jirojaised to estahli.sh four intermediate colleges 
bearing the following names: — 

(1) Salirnulla. 

(2) Gandaria. 

(3) Jagannatli. 

(4) Islamic. 

2 A 


ii 

iMurii. 
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{b) (/) and (//) It is proposed to develop the Dacca Mad rasa into an 
intermediate college teaching up to the intermediate stage of the Islamic 
course of the Dacca University and to accommodate the Jagannath Inter 
mediate College in the new buildings of the Jagannath College, the first and 
second year students of which will, it is [)resumed, continue to study in the 
inieiinediate (college. It is not proposed to convert any of the other institu^ 
tions at Dacca into an intermediate college. • 

(c) It is j)roj)osed that the Salimulla College should be located at Amla- 
fiara on a site to the west of the Azimj)ur road and to the south of the 
Ih'lkhana road. 

For the (iandaria (h)llege a site has been selected in the extreme east of 
the town, bounded on the west by the Dolai Khal, on the north by the Noranda 
Khal, on the nortli east and east by the railway and on the south by the new 
suburb of (land aria, close to tlic Dolaigaiij station. 

The Jagannath Intermediate College will be established in the buildings 
now o(^cuj)ied by the Jagannath C'ollege, such additional accommodation 
being provided as may be found necessary.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 


♦XVIII. 


AI>MoriniiI riHL‘ 
of priocK of 
food-Htnlls and 
cloths. 


{a) Are the Government aware that ataite distress prevails in this 
Presidency on account of the abnormal iTse of jirices of food-stuffs and 
cloths? 


{h) Will the Government be pleased to state 

(/) whether they have betm able to ascertain the caustvs of this ab- 
normal rise of prunes; and 

(//) if so, what are the causes^ 


{(') Is it a fact that the main causes of the abnormal rise in [)rice ol 
rice are the export, to other (irovinces and countrii's out.side India, of this 
commotlity and the cornering and profiteering a{lopted by merchants and 
tradei’s ? 

{(J) Are the Government considering the desirability of legislating 
against the cornering and profiteering of food stuffs and of making rules 
limiting the export of rice to quantities in excess of what is needed for con* 
sum})tion within the Presidency? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a) (Government are aware that high prices have affected certain 
classes of the community, particularly those in towns, those on small fixed 
incomes and the poorer classes 

(h) The Ilon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to question 
No. 41 (iinstarred) asked by the Hon’ble Palm Bhabendra Chandra Ray at 
the meeting of the Legislative Council on the 5th March, 1920. 

(r) and (d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the statement which 
will l)e made in connection with the resolutions on the subject included in 
the agenda of to-day’s meeting.’’ 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 




{A/iSW(^i\'i to which icere I it hi on (he (a hie A 


By the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: ~ 


1. 

Will the (lovernineiit he [)lease(i to lay on the table a statement reymril 
imj; tlie cost of maiiitaiaiiii; tlie poliee force in Hen^nil for the last live years, 
showinj: — 

(d) the number ami grmle of eaeli kiml of oilieers, 

{h) the allowance of diO'erent kinds L^'ranted to them. 

(r) tlie ex])enditure on building constiaulion . 

{(i) tlie expenditure an secret service. 

(f) the expenditure mciu'red for reiaaiiting constabhvs; 
i f) the exjienditure on (‘ont ingencies. and 
(f/) the ex|)enditu!'e on any other heads ^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

Slatemcnts are laid oii the lihrarv table 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: 

2 . 

(//’) \\ il! the (io\ernment b(‘ pl(‘ased to state \\heth(‘r it is a fact that 
th(^ inspt*ri(H’s of polici* III charge of circl(*s, who are r'('<|Uirt‘(j to I’taiiain 
on tour about 20 days in a imuith, leeewe no travidlmg allowance within a 
ciicle excepting a dail\ allowance of J^e 1 wdien on tour' 

(h) Is it als(j a fact that they receive no pony allowance and no hoiis(‘ 
allow ance ' 

(r) Is it a fact that insjiei tors of police (d’ the armiMj hr<m( li and irispec 
tors of j)olice in charge of court o^hce^. are in a better position in this r(‘spect'^ 

(ci) If the facts are as stated above, are the (iovernnient consnlering 
the desirability of taking such steps as may be necessary to remove the 
grnw'ances of the inspectors of police in chargt* of cncles ' 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Stephenson: — 


(d) and (/v) The answer is in the allirinative 

(c) Inspectors of polic*e of the armed branch and insfiectors of polict* in 
charge of court ofl'n^es receive conveyance allowance; the inspectors in the 
armed iiranch also receive free quarters, 

(d) It is understood that the matter is under the consideration of the 
Inspector-General of Police.’' 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

3. 

{(i) Aie the (jovernment aware that railway passengers on the westeri 
side of the stations of Poradah, Jshiirdi and Nator on the Eastern Benga 
J tail way are put to great diiheulty for want of passenger slieds with femalt 
eouipartineiits? 

{h) If so, are the GovtuTiment considering the desirability of drawing tht 
a(t(*ntion of the Paihvay authorities with a view^ to the removal of tla 
grievance at an early date? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

" {(i) and {h) Goveiiiinent liave no information iij)on the matter whicl 
is one for tlu* aut liorities of the Eastern Bengal liailway, to whom the llon’ble 
Member is referred,” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

4. 

{(i) Are the Goverrtnient aware that a lepresentation was made to tla 
Traflic Su|)er)ntendent of the Eastern Bengal Jtailway to allow Babu Mohin 
Gliandra Jia| 4 ii lu to open a sweetmeat stall at Xator within the station com 
pound for the convenience of passengers? 

(/>) Are the Government aware that the station authorities su])porteii 
the application ? 

(c) Are the Go\ernment considering the desirabilitv of mo\ing tlu 
Bailway authorities to accord their early sanction to the proposal? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

{n), (h) and (r) Government have no information on the subject and 
do not propose to institute impiines or to iiiterIVre in the matter, which i,- 
of no public interest and m which a demsion ma\ safely be left to tln^ dis(‘r(' 
tion oi th(' Eastern Iknigal Bailway authorities 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

5. 

Ill ri'gard loanylikt'ly dtday ihal might (Hu*ur in tin* matter of tin' 
(‘oust ruction of a railway line between Ishurdi or Nator and some station on 
the Godagari Katiliar line, are tlie (lovei'nment considering the advisability 
for arranging a daily steamer service between Ealgola and Paksey similar to 
that which existed lietween Damukdia and J^algola ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ The re])ly is in the negative." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 

6 . 

(a) Is it a fact that in Government Order No. 8550 P. — D., dated the 
:^5th September, P.)17, relating to rule 42 (/i), published in Volume 3 of the 
Bengal Police Pegulations, a compensatory local allowaance of Ps. 50 a month 
w as sanctioned for inspectors employed in the special armed force in the 
places mentioned in the said notification? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleavsed to state whether Indians, 
otherwise qualified, are given opportunities of taking advantage of the said 
notification ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ Tlie Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer i^iven bv Mr. Kerr to 
tlie (jiiestion No. 24 (iinstarred) asked bv the Hon’ble Balm Akhil Chandra 
Datta at the meeting of the Bengal Legislative ConiKal hehl on the 27tli 
March, 1919/^ 


By the Hon*bte Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:- 


7 . 

(a) Will the (iovernment be pleased to staU' whether the\ are cot^side! - 
inir aiiv s( heme for the improvement of the pay and })rospec‘ls of Sub 
Deputy Collectors? 

(h) If the answer to (//) be in the aflirmative. wdl the (lo\ eminent oe 
pleased to state when tlie said scheme is likely to be earned emt ^ 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ (^/) and (5) I'he Hon'lile Menilier is refiM'red to .Vppeant mmit Di'part 
iieiit Resolution No BDb A. I) , dated the 21st dune. 19211, a co)>\ of whu h 
s laid on the library table. " 


3y the Hon’bie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 

8. 

(a) In rebu’cnce to ( jo\(‘rrnn(Mit Circular \o 2!9Sr A , dat(‘(l t!i(‘ 9th 
Mart'll. Itl29. will the Covcriinumt Ik‘ pltsisrtl to stat(‘ wlu'tiitM* it i.s projioM'd 
o perinamMit !y st‘parali‘ the l9'o\'incial and Subordinale lArcutive Scr\ k t‘s 

(h) 1 f so. wliat jirovision do ( lovtTiiintmt propos(‘ to inak(‘ for t hose (dliccrs 
)f the Subordinate l At'cul ivt* Service wli(> (‘littered the sanl stM’x n e as not 
>eing a separate tme ! rom tlie Provincial I'Accutue Servict*^ 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Stephenson: — 

((^z) The I’rovincial and Subordinate S'*r\ ict's have alwavs Iuh-ii 
leparate. and there is no intention of alttMung this stat<* of affairs 

(/>) Th*esumably this question rtd'ei's to tin* exist ing o[)p(n t unit H ‘.s for 
iromotion fiom the Subordinate lhi‘ Provincial Ser\ ice It lathi' intention 
)f Covernmeiit to c'ontinue. for the pre.sent, thi* same (»pport unit n^'^, and 35 
>er cent of the vacancies in the^ Pr(»\im ia! Stu'vice will, as hitliertn, until 
urther orders. U* filled by promotion from the Snbordinati* S('r\ice 


By the Hon’bie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 


9 . 

(fi) Are the Government considering the desirability of imjiroviiig the 
pay and prospects of the clerks of the Settlement Department’ 

(b) Is it a fact that the settlement clerks attached to the “ drib and 
Contract ” staff are not allowed triivelling allow'ance under tlie (avil Service 
Regulations, although they are required travel in luuffaHal camps, nor are 
they allowed leave under the said Regulations, nor are they allowed to enjoy 
the gazetted holidays? If not, w^hy not? 
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(r) (/) Is it a fact that the services of such settlement clerks are noi 
pcnii.incnt iaid that they are not entitled to pension or gratuity, even if tbe^ 
were U) sjH-iid their whole life in the service of the settlement department ? 

(//) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of preparim 
n scheme for imnroving and remodelling the service in regar(i to its permn 
nency, j)eiision, leave, etc.? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

(^/) No. The pay of clerks in the Settlement I)e{)artraent is noi 
fixed. It is settled from time to time by the Settlement Officers and by th( 
l)irecU)r of Land Itecords, to whom Government have delegated their powen 
of creating temporary [)osts up to Rs. 50 and Rs. 100, respectively, pei 
mensem, in a(X‘ordance with tlie qualifications of each clerk and the natint 
of the wa)rk performed by him. 

(h) Glerks [)aid from the provision under “ Job and Contract ” in the 
S(‘tt lenient Hudget do not come wdthin the s(*()pe of the rules regarding leave 
and tfavelling allow'ances in the Civil Service Regulations. Those emplovcfi 
on pif'ce work get no allowances during leave and as a rule get no travellinc 
allowance Those employed on monthly j)ay get actual travelling exiiense*!^ 
w hen transferred from one cam}) to another. They are allowed casual leave 
and en joy gazetted holidays when wairk |)ermits. 

(c) (?) Under article 305 of the Civil Service Regulations service on 
a ‘ *101) and Contract ’ establishment does not qualify for ])ension or 
gratuity. 

(//) Governirient do not contemplate any siudi action.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 

10 , 

(1) Is it a fact that the Civil Court peons were informed that the scale 
of lli(‘ii’ salary would be im})roved after the war? 

( /) M ill the Government be pleased to state — 

((f) whether it has been finally determined that the scale of salary of 
(Mvil Coui't peons will be inqu’oved, and. if so, on what lines, 

(/)) why, in spite of assuran(‘es given to the Civil Court peons, tladi' sc‘ale 
of salary has not \et been imjiroved, and when the said scheme of imjirove- 
inent is likel\ to be carried out? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy: — 

“ (7) Yes. 

(J) {(i) and (h) Yes; and final orders have been issued. A cojiy of the 
Government Resolution is })laced on the table." 

Statonciit referred ia in the ansirer to (jnestion AV). 10 {unstnrred) ashed hij 
the Hon' hie Bahu Kishori Mohan Cfan/dhuri at the meetinij of 1st 
July, 10 JO. 


(ioVKKXMKM OF BeNGAC, FiNANCE DEPARTMENT If EsuM 'l H)N Xos. :17*F441 T. F., 
uvri.i) THE ‘Jihn May, 1920, to all (\)mmissi(>xeks of Divjsion.s. District 
J i AND others. 

Tlio (Uiostion of iuiproviiig the pay ainl pro'<iXH't> of the laeiuals in thi.s Presuleuey 
dravviujf Its. 12 and less having been under the eonsideration of (ioverniuent fur some 
time, proposals were submitted to the (tovernment of India to raise their ptiy in order 
to render unnecessary the grant of grain compensation allowance. The Government 
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of India have now. witli the apjiin\al ot the Senetarx of Slate. saneiuMieil the )mo- 
jH>sals ol this (roxeriiinent with 'flight luoditu atioiKs regauiin^>' the jmx oi the 
.•ierving estahL’^hnieiil. 

I'he rales oi j>a\ Miuetiuiunl \ar\ in tlu* diftiot^nt ilistru ts ot this Ihesuh'iu v, 
wliieli foi the jtuipose" of the seiieine liave been rla**''itied uii<h‘i heacU with 

reieivijce to tlit‘ eost ot living, xr/.. giouj> A. w hen‘ the eo-^t ot In mg n gu‘at. loiojnis- 
mg ( ah utla, llowiali ( Sadat K Datjeehng and the LM-l*aiganas i^Sadati, gioup H, 
xxlif^e tlie cost oi living n inudt'iate. (oiiipimng all the dntin ts, •^axe tlnw(‘ nicliidetl 
in gioups A and (’. and gionp (\ xshete the ♦ ost id In mg n loxx . coinpiising Jtiihhuiu. 
Jhmkura and MidnajKHe. 'I'he menials have, lor the piirja»}«'s of thi‘ seheine, been 
<lix ide(l into two bioa<l classc'". x 1/ , (/ - estahlishinent immiaU. 1 t . tho''e x\ hoNe pax 
is (liawn on establ ishmeiit bilU, and lontmgtMiex ineniaU. te. ilio^e ]>aid iroin 

cont mg‘encn‘s. Tin* lust chns is aUo siibdnnh'd into lot jm oeess-sei \ mg e^tablnshnu'iit , 
and ( other e*^tabll^lmn‘n t iinmials, t if , oiiiiMlie". ]h-oiis. inesseng-i'i s , duttiies. 


rccoi (i-sup]>li(M's, barkatidazcs, dut 
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Foi contingency inenialH in— 

A and H districts ... ... \ Irrespectix e of the h iigih of 

(' ilistrn'tM ... ... ... N) serx ice. 


• > These otdeis wdl haxc etlecl tioni the Sth Maiih, and the evpeiidit 'ii e 

will lie met iroiii the pioxisimi ol Ks lil.llll.dllll made m tlie .\1 jsi rll.i neom Hudml loi 

tilt* I uiit'iit tinaiH lal \eai imdto M‘\ isimi ol j>.n of no'inaU 

\ Alter the in 1 1 odin t (Oil ol tiie nexx lates oi |ia\ the xx.u allowaloe s. mi turned 
m liit'IlK )I and uni No t»UK’ I' , dated tin* IJlh dune. Ibid, siunild onU he roiitmued to 
tlnisi^ menials w lio do not benrjit ii\ liie nexx iieiiie. .m<! an\ inennib. u ho hetielit b\ 
lilt* nexx rates ol j>a\ must lelund tie* vtai allow. not .ihe.idx di.nxn bu the ]>eiio«l Inmi 
Sth Manh. Iirjl), \)\ dedinlioii lioni the bills m whith tin'll no reused allowaiot's aie 
<li awn 

It Inm alleadx beeii slated th.it iht* tatt's <d pa \ Inne been s,, iegiilat(*d as to 

iinlude tilt* slim ihex noxx diaxx m the shaj>e td g“tam < oiiipeiisat nui allow. ihee In 

iutuit* tin* g-iant ot gnam < ompt'iisaiion alloxxante slnoihl onl\ )»e l'Ixoh when the ]>m< e 

<d lilt (ljea|H*st ( oinmon iite is deau*i than S sai-i*' to tin iuj»e< 

h 'Die A < eoiiTi t an t -< 1 t'liera ! Ih'tigal. has lieen iii-tnitled to gnxe eflt'cl to llo 
•'(heme at oin e, and to anaiige tinit all aMeai*' ol pax m a* < oniaio e with i)i|s sr heme* 
max he dishiiised with ett'eet iioni the sih M.inli, |bjt) \n\ eoin rimn o a ‘ ion tiiat is 
dt'siiahle m this (oimethon max he in.oh \xilh that ttiloer tliit‘(l 


By the Hon’ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy: 

11 . 

i'l) Arc tlie (bivcriiinont nware r»f n fccimi: nf liisn |i}>onit riicnt anrl 
<!is( dPtoiit aiiion^ llif‘ iiicnibors of tbe^ IdcDLMl l^rovincm 1 I'Atn iil 1 vc S/*rvi( (‘ 
on ii' (‘(mnt of the iiiadetiuai v of pa\ and eiuolunienls. propostnl m ibf* i(n*(*iil 
[bMiiral ( io\ crniiicnt Resolution '' 

(h) Ts it i\ fart that a more suitable scale has been allowtal in the 
JTinjab, the Ontral Provinces and the United I*rovinces^ 

(r) Are the ( joverrunent aware of an opinion lliat has been e\])r(*ssed 
tlmt jM’iees are higher and eixtrioinic conditions are more acute and that tlie 
natuie of work done bv I)e[)Ut\ ('ollectors and I)eput\ Ma^.^i^trat^s is m<jrc 
important in Bengal than in any of the provinces named? 
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(d) Is it a fact that the Secretary of State for India fixed the standar 
of pay at Its "2b0 to Its. 1,^0 and gave discretion to tlie Local Governmeni 
to work out schemes in their respective Governments? 

(e) If so, are the Government contemplating the desirability of recoi 

sideriiig the scheme proposed in their recent resolution and of taking stej 
U) make the scales in Bengal the same as in the Punjab or in the Unite 
Provinces? v 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

{(i) Government’s information is that tlie scale of pay recently sant 
tioned for the Bengal Provincial Executive Service was received with satr 
fac^tion by the service iis a whole, but that this feeling was succeeded by dr 
ajijiointmeiit when the scales sanctioned in certain other [irovinces came t 
be fiublished. 

(b) Different scales have been adopted in the provinces mentione(i 
The Government of Bengal are unable to express an opinion on their suit;i 
bilily in those firovinces, but consider their own scale to be suitable to Benga 

(r) The latter jiart of the question apparently has reference to para 
gra[)h 114 of the report of the District Administration rornmittee TIj 
authority for the former part is not traced, it is a matter on which it i 
dangerous to generalise. 

{(/) Tlie Secretary of State direded that the minimum j)ay on confii 
rnation should not be less than ]{s 250 or more tlian Ks. 800; that the maxi 
mum |)ay in the time scale should not ex(*eed Rs 850; and that the pay ( 
the selection grade or grades alKive Hs 850 should not ex(‘ee<l l{s 1 201 
Within the.se limits he authorised local Goveiaiments to adopt such scheme 
as they considered af)[)ropriate to the conditions of their [irovince. 

(r) It is not })roj)osed to re('onsider the decision that has beei 
announced.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 


HecrtiitituMiil 
and I'lnoIiniiuiitH 
of the Crovinciiil 
Kxaciilivo 
Service. 


12 . 

(ti) The orders of the (ioverriment of India regarding the emolument 
of the Provincial Executive Service having now been received and a regulai 
scheme published, wdll the Government be pleased to state what conclusiom 
regarding the future recruitment and emoluments of the Subordinate Civi 
Service have been formulated? 

(h) If no definite conclusions have vet been arrived at, will the Govern 
rnent be [ileased to state what stage the investigation on the subject haf 
reached and when the result of such investigation is expected to be published ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ {(i) and (b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to Government Resolu- 
tion No. 1641) A.D., dated the 21st dune, 11)20, a copy of which is laid on the 
library table.” 


Timti-scalc pay 
for the 
BubordiuiUe 
civil ser'ice. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

13 . 

(a) Is it a fact that a proposal has been submitted by Government to 
the Government of India recommending a time-scale pay for the subordi- 
nate civil service beginning from Rs. 150 and rising up to Rs. 400? 

(h) If so, will the Government l>e pleased to state whether full con- 
sideration was given to relevant recommendations contained in the report of 
the Public Services Commission and the report on Indian Constitutional 
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Reforms on the subject, as assured by tiie Ilon’ble the Chief Secretary in 
answer to my (juestion No. 10 asked at the mtH'ting of the Council heh] on 
the 3rd February last? 

(r) Is it not a fact that tlie subordinate civil service in Bengal mainly 
lonsistvS of graduates and tliat the Public Servicas Commission recommended 
a pay of Ks 200 to Rs oOO for such servues ^ 

({/) Is it not a fact that a feeling exists amongst the ineml>ers of the 
HilK)rdinate civil seiMce that a scale of pay of Rs. 150 to Rs 4(H) would l>t‘ 
juite inade(juate in these hard days for a inenil)er of the subordinate civil 
service to keep up Ins dignity, position and prestige and is incoininensurate 
with the responsil)ilities of his ofiice ? 


IXnswer by the Hon*ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

(d) and (h) The Ilon'hle Member is referred to the Resolution 
)f the 21st dune, 1020, mentioned in the reply to (piestion No 12 (unstarred) 

{(') File povssession of a degree is a normal condition of admission to the 
:uhordinate civil ser\ ice Flu* Public St‘r\ ices Coniiiiission recommended 
i general increiiieiital st'ale of Rs 250 to Rs 500 for the partieular provin 
•lal servK'es with \chich they dealt ddiese, however, did not include the 
lubordinate civil service. 

(d) An ojjportumty for the expression of o|)iinon is given in the resolu- 
‘on, replies are at present awaited.” 


ly the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

14. 

{d) Are the (joverninent aw art' that a feeling of anxiety and dis 
ippointment exists amongst the inemlxus of the subordinate civil service 
wMiig to a (lehiiitc prononnct'int'iit hy tht* ( jovernnient n'gardirig lh<*ir future 
)a\ and jirospccts being dt'ferrt'd ^ 

(ff) In th(* liittM’(*‘4s o^’ tht‘ [)ul>hc stu’vice art' the ( io\ frriiuent considering 
he desirability of making a pronouncement on the subject as was recently 
nade with regard to the provincial executive service? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

(a) and (h) Fhe Ilon’hle Member is referred to the Coverninent 
tte.s(»liitioii inentioiH'd in the leply to (jUcstion N<» P2 (nnsUiried). 


)y the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— ^ 

15. 

Will the (ioverniuent U* plea.sed to state whether the orders of the 
Government of India regarding the future recruitment of the provincial 
jxecutive service have l)een received? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ The orders of the Government of India have not yet l)een received, 
uid the local Government are therefore unable to disclose their own recom- 
uendations on this subject.” 


I’f») a!)ii 

of 

the HulK>r(iina 
( ivil NcrvuM*. 


I^'cruitruorjl 

tin* 

fxct.utivo 

M'rviu*. 
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(‘ivil H<-i vice 
to tlic pri)v inciul 

CX<!CUtlVC 
HC) V ICC. 


Cndi* of th<‘ 
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(ixecut ivc 
■crvico. 


lowern of till' 
irovini’iiil and 
uhortliiiali' 
H'Clltlx c 
IT vice. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta: — 

16 . 

In nnswer to iny question No. 11 asked at the meeting of the Couric 
]jeld on the Ilrd of hehruarv last, the lion ble the (!hief h^ecuetarv was please 
to state tliat a })roposal was submitted to the (h)verninent of India as 10*^11 
f)ro[)ort)on of T’eeniitrnent to be made by pi'omotion fi'om the subordinal 
(•i\'il service to the provincial executive service, will the (jovernment I 
f)leased io state what profiortion was recommended by (jovenunent an 
apjiroved by the Government of India ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson; — 

44h‘ orders of the Government of India have not yet been received, an 
the local Government are therefore unable to disclose their own recommeiKh 
t ions on this subject. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta: — 

17 . 

(n) Is it a fact that the Government are coiitemplatinif an increase ii 
the cadrv of the provincial ex(‘cuti\e servi(*e ^ If so, will tlie Governmen 
be pl(*as(Ml to st,at(* when and to what extiMit the oadri* will b(‘ inei'eased f 

(h) Are th(' Govinaiment (‘onsideinn^’; the advisability of filiin;^ up ; 
siibstaiit iaT portion of the vacanci(*s in the pi'ovincial i‘xecntiv(* ser\'U*e whu l 
will thus be (‘r(‘ated, ent irely from t he subordinate ci\ il servu'c bv pT’oinotin^ 

(/) all the sub deputy ma<^istrate colleetors wdio having’ been foum 
thorou<j;hly tit hav(‘ beim vest(‘d with 1st class ma^isteiaa 
pow(‘rs and 

(//) other members of the service who are otherwise fit for })roin(>tioTi 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ (u) GoveriiiiK'nt have c*alled fo?* statistics with a vuwv to jud^nn^^ tin 
ade(juac‘y of tin* pri'smit c*adi‘e of th(‘ provincial cn il service No estimate as 
to the ade(]uac\ or inade(|uac*y of tln‘ cadrt* is yet practicable. 

{!>) I’endini;- receipt of the statistics aliove referred to. (joveT'ument arc 
deferring the consideration of the nuNins by which the defect, if any, in the 
present cadre of the jirovincial civil service should be made good.'’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta: — 

18 . 

(a) Is it a fa(‘t that the Government have recently issued a circular to 
all Commissioners of Divisions on the subject ol the division of duties Ix'tvveen 
the provincial and subordinate executive services where it is pro])osed that 
sub (leputv collectors should not, in future, be vested with magisterial powers 
higher than those of the 2nd class? 

{b) If so, are the tiovernment consiilering the desirability of removing- 
the anomalv which would otherwise exist in the subordinate civil service by 
promoting all the sub-deputy magistrates alreadv vested with 1st class and 
otiier sjiecial magisterial powers to the provincial executive sendee? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ (a) In t!ie circular calling for slaiislics referred to above. Coinnus- 
noner.< have l)een asked in franiin;L^ tiunr estimates to assume that snb liepnty 
.‘ollectors will not exercise niayosierial powers higher thati those of the ihid 
-dii^s 

{f}) Promotions frcmi the suborilinate t<» the provincial servict*. when 
made will continm* to be l)ased on a consideration of tlu* in livulna’ merits 
if the officers concerned/’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: 

19 . 

\\'i]l the (Jovernment be ])lease<i to state 

{(i) The nnm]>er of officers in the Pemjal Pilot Servu'e ivho draw' 
bs 200 a iiK >iit h and o^ er ' 

(h) Idle names of th(*s(‘ ollid'rs ;nid the pa\ drawn bv each of them 

ir) ll'iw Tnan\ of th(‘st‘ ollicms ;ne Imliaiis and how mans mm- 
1 ndians ^ 

(/i How mans oi tla'si* ofUcei's wm(‘ appointial from laii'oj*^" 
how mans s\ ert‘ appointed in India 

(/) W hetiHM' It has i)een th(' practice to adsmtisi* sacamaes in tliis 
sei s ice whimever tlu's occur If so. since when^ 

if) (!} IFow mans appointmimts in tin^ sims i<‘e lias e hcj'ii mad(‘ canv- 
ing a higher salai's than Ps 200 pia* mmiscni, after th(‘ publica- 
tion of the repoi t of the Public Sers ic(*^> ( 'ommissKm 

(//) ^^dl(‘t}lt*r alls Indians appluMl during tins period s If so, how 
mans and how mans (»f these apple ants wma* appointiMl. and 
on w hat pas ? 

i (j) (M \\lH*tlier tliere m still a rule that candidates for this service 
must li(‘ lairojjeaii^ or tlu* d(‘scendants of I'.uropinui (U' Anglo 
Indian fiai’ents domicileil m India' If not. wlien was this 
rule abrogated ' 

in) Will tlie 1 ios eriimmit bt‘ pleaMai to las on tlH‘ table th(‘ existing 
rules on the sul)|(H't ' 

Wdi(‘t}ier f‘xperiencc in a saibng \( sel is still regardini as an 
essential ([ua lificat ion foi a<lmi^sion to the siu’sicf* ' 

( «' ) i<i) Whether all the rei'omnHUidat am^ of the Pul)lic Servic(‘s 
Pominission regarding this sciwice liave heim gi\(*n effect to ' 

( It not winch of lli(‘ recommemlal ions have l>f*en given effect to, 
and winch (»f iIkmii the (ioseriiment jirojMist* earrving out in 
the near future? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Cowley: — 

** (a) The j)resent .strength of the Bengal Pilot Sersice drawing bs 2<>t) 
a month and over, is 53. 

(^0 For the names of the officers the Hori’hle Member is referred to 
jiages 27S~ 80 of the Civil List for Bengal The Pilots do not get fixed pav. 
They are paid liy fees. l)eing .jO per (ent. of the pilotage fees levied on ships. 

(c) All the officers are non-Indians. 


rill' Ui‘iij;ttl 
I’llot St'ivu 
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(V/) All the officers were appointed under the rules for appointment made 
by the Secretary of State for India, although thirteen of them were selected 
in India. 

(e) Yes. since 1887. 

(/) (/) Candidates for the Bengal Pilot Service are not appointed 
direct as Pilots, but as Leadsmen Af)prentices who are in training for the 
service. Leadsmen Ap[>rentices get Rs. 107 per month from date of arrival 
j)hfs an average lead money of Rs. 80 when on the running list. 

{ii) No. 

(<j) (/) No The rule as amended by Secretary of State’s despatch, 
dated the Oth May, 1020, provides that any statutory native of India is 
eligible for appointment. 

{ii) The rules are now under revision. A copy will be sent to the 
Mon’ble Member as soon as they are ready. 

{h) No. 

(/) (d) and (h) Yes. except in respect of the pension rules. The Kiiro- 
pean Service Leave rules have been made applicable to the Bengal Pilot 
Service. The questions of pension and reniuneration are still under con- 
sideration. ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

20 . 


ooomtiiudatioti 
:)r tliird mid 
iterinediute 

laM paMHOIlglTH 

n tho 

.Beam- Bengal 
Ailwtty. 


(^^0 Are the (Government aware that the third and intermediate class 
[)assengeTS on the Assam-Bengal Railway— specially between Ashuganj 
and (^haii(l[)ur suffer great in(‘onvenience and hardship on account of the 
want of pro})er ac'coininodation and consecjuent overcrowding? 

{lA Are the (lovernment aware that this state of things has existed for 
several months past and that no action has been taken in sf)ite of the rej)eated 
complaints of the people? 


(r) Are the (joverninent aware that the AssanvBengal Railway issue 
tickets out of all proportion to the accommodation available and at the same 
time do not allow passengers to travel in higher classes even if there ai‘e 
em|)ty compartments available in those classes? 

{(i) Are the CGoveriiment aware that the overcrow^ding is so great as not 
infiequently to lead to breaches of the peace and assault and in some cases 
to cause [lassengers to swoon and become unconscious? 

{(’) Are the (lovernment considering the desirability of taking such 
action as may be necessary for the removal of these grievances? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ {(i) It has been ascertained from the Assam-Bengal Railway author- 
ities that the third and intermediate class stock is at present insufficient 
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conveniently and comfortably to accommodate all intending passengers by 
these classes. 


(M It is understood that the insufficiency of stock has existed for some 
time and that no remedy is possible till additional slock, which was ordered 
some time ago and whicli is expected to arrive from England sliortly, lias 
bf^n receivea. 


(r) and (r/) Government have no information. 


(r) The attention of the Railway authorities has been drawn to the 
Hon’ble Meml>er’s allegations.” 


By the Hon’bic Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

21 . 

Will the Government bg jdeased to lay <»n the table a statenuMit showing 
the iiuniher of recruit.'^ obtained l>v the (h)\eriiment during the last war from 
each of the live divisions of Bengal ' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr, Stephenson: — 

‘‘ A statement furnishing iht* re(juire<l iiilormation is laid on the table. 


rrfrrrfd i<> in thr nnstrfr (f* '•/ H nsfn rr^'d } of tftr 

,/uh/, sh<>tci7iq the nnndnr of r(vruits nitm nvd f rom Ih'/tijjl diinufj 

the n\(r. 

.NuiiiIm f i.f ( i-iuf Mt.i I t NnMiUir uf tn»ii ' omlxHiiiil'- 


am* " t 1 )i\ IKK 111 

f « • r 1 1 1 1 1 ‘ 1 . 

r* ' r ml* <1. 

Hurd wan 

h20 

21*2 

Prc-^idoncy 

liM>' 

1 (I.OOCr 

Uttcca 


901 

Raj^hahi 


4h 

( 'hi! ta>.roo^^ 


:i,r,a6 

Total 

r>,7n2 

14,>H4 


Apart from th^* the XochTnoal m-cni itintr Of!jc* r, JieiiKtn, Mbtain*’'! iro-n 

fur tlje noii-c<*njlait.'ini HerMCt^H ; 6r>7 convict volurjt«*er'* wor** alHo ohtairiofi, an<l 

ncMi were flocuro 1 a!' la.scar crewH. No inforuiation i» <ivailal>le art to the DiviHifinn to 
which thf'V heion^; or from which they w-ere ♦‘iirollea. 

The period coverod rxtendt^ from th‘* hei'irioirii' of t he war to UoGB Ht Decemlier, 
191S. Some recruitment for thu uon-comhatant B*^rvjceH fllill contlnueH. 
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Voters for tfje 

Iteformed 

Beugal 

Legmlutivc 

Oouncil. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

22 , 

Will tlie Cloveriiment be pleased to lay on the table a statemen 
sliowiiig the number of voters in the different eonstitiiencies for the Refonne. 
Bengal Legislative Council according to (<t) the original list and (b) thi 
r'cvised list as it now stands. " *• 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

M^ihaoimadati urban amstifucncie^^. 


Covsi ri iTKNry 


NiiiiiImt (^f vot (‘ r 8 
accord MiR to 
oriL’iriul cHliJuatc . 


Niiinhcr of voters ai:cording 
to di af t clci'toral 
I oils . 


('iilciitta, Northern 
( !al(nitta, Snutliern 


( l,r)N() 

( 1,()()0 (approximate). 


Ilooglily, municipal 
Howrah, municipal 

;LM-pHroanaH, A 
t*4-l^iroannH, V 

I'aoca town 

Total 


1 , 1011 ) 

[■ i.t'i'j 

3 ,()S 7 1 


[ i, 7 or> 

1 

, 1 

f :!, 96 s 

7,111 

1 

1 

i 



17,013 ’ 



M uharuma(h(u rural U i/rtu 


C’ONHI iTCKNCt 

Nmnhcr of vntco 
accoiding to ' 

originul ( HtiiriiU ' 

N ' liinl'er of \ ctor > according 
draft electoral 
rolls . 

lUinIwan di.stnoi 

... 7 , tr.-o f ' 


Pirhhuin district 

1 — 

t '^ 

> 

1 

4,857 1 - 19,882 

1 

I'anUura liistrici 

! 1 1 

l ,:: 0 OJ Lj 

1 

1,-1 0 () J 

Mulnapiu'c district 

1 1 

3 , d . V 3 ) 

! 

Howrah ' 

‘ non- municipal 

noooiiiy , 

1 1 

‘ dA'oi -j 

0,030 ] 

1 , 1 ( S 4 LUMIU 

1 

3 , 1 4 <s J 

Carried over 

21,(133 1 

2 ; v ) 7 ;i 


I 



1 
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Ntuiilier of \ ot<‘r> Niiiu(*<^r of \ot<'{-> juH‘orilin |5 
oninj^ to to lirnfi oUotorol 

ormumi ostniiato. rolls. 


Brought forward 






:i4-}’ari:;uiaH district, iion-inunicipal 
Kadia liistnot 
Murshidahad district 
JesHort^ district 
Khulna di-trict 

l)accu ilistrict (excluding town) 

Myinensingh, A district 
M> nionsingh, B district 

Kandpur district 

BaUarganj, A district 
Id'ikart^uij , r> district 
I Mikai j.’anj, ( ’ di-irict 


22.m;7 

id.itt:; 

iB.i:; 

17,272 

to 



1 B:>7'd 


l;\71,s 


2t».l 12 

2T.tcjt» 1 

r 2B,5SS 1 

1 27,215 J 


27.122 

1 

r iG,5d:n 

7(hB:.0 

I 

; 22,:h;t; \ 


l.'k.Mlj 



< di itTag' *ng (list r 1 Cl 


... 

.u,:>i2 

27.2lt; 

d'i)ip'‘ra d I*,! net 



25,t)2l 

21,105 

N(»akhali dl^t^l(.■t ' 



2.hd:.7 

2r>,025 

K.ijsIm hi dist net 



:i4,2t>t; 

I 2, 570 

l)iiiajpur district 



1 5,7 m; 

♦ 2^,^]2 

Jalpaigiiri district 



N,r, 1 7 

^,■^23 1 

MahLi district 



4,0 It; 

1 7,ii;>J 

BaiiLTjjtir district 



25,6>*7 

42,4«2 

Bogra district 



<>,7 1 7 1 

( r 12, .’,72 

Balma district 



1 

11VI76 J 

[ 20,722 2 

t t 15,70.5 


JGdihj 


T(>tul 




44r>:^U'> 
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( ’(»' S’l ! ! ( J,‘ ' » ' 

I 

I 

I 

(’alciiitji, A I 
( 'ulciit la, 1^ 

( tj4, J 

f 

C'alciitta, l> 

Cal' n t ta. K 

Calcutta, 1"' J ! 

llooi'lily, iiiunici pal 
Ilou rail, iiiimicipal 
1.^4-1’ar^uiiiaH, A 
i‘.u'^Muas, r. 

Dacca tdwii 

Total 


nf VoUTh 

XnifilM'r ni vot. jh uccorilii.p 

accorJitig In 

t » <lr(if( (‘lc( tnrul 

ni 1” IIIU) . 

rnlD 

:',i,6:^>o 

1 

4,200 

.‘5,000 (up})roxi luaif 

4,:5.'>0 

4,047 

1,K2S 

[ d,000 (a]»proMmate 

12,002 

10,002 

11,410 

-s,7.;o 

27, 74:1 

[ 12,562 

0 , 101 ; 

4,240 


SS.Oll 71,204 



A/ nhi( ffiOKidi n 

/ tna/ ('(Hist it ((''itcies. 




NuIuIh'I nf Vntl'TH 

\i)iiil»or (»f \iitots at’i. ordiii n 

< 'oNSTllUKNCi. 

.u’cordni;^ tn 

!( 

1 (j'Jtft fircldiul 


(i| iniiiul ••Hf llliulf 


Idle. 


Durdwan dihtrict 

41,7:50 


20,120 


1 irldiiiin district 

i;5,770 1 

1 


14.710 


Haiikiira dielrici 

;5.s,42t; 


2N.r»i2 


( A. Cliaial and Sudar ... \ 


A. 

24,:5:52 l 


Alidiiapore ^ r 

04,270 



■ 40,%2 

( 0. (’(‘ijtai and Tainliik ... 1 j 


B. 

it;,.')ao J 


t 

How rail \ i 





> noii-inunici))al ... ... ; 

:;.;,450 



■ 22,21.5 

lloo^Oily j 1 



10.062 


2 Draifj^anuH, A 'j ! 

1 ; 

i r 

1 

8,582 1 

1 

1 1 

21-r.ir^uinaH, D }-iion-iJinnicipaI ... } 

1 1 

7S,700 H 


12 ,( 1 % }- 2 ;t,oor. 

1 

1 1 

2 1-1 ’ar^'aiias, D J I 

1 

L 

8,: 27 J 


Nadia di.>trict ... ' ... ' 

22,0St; 


22,4:50 


MurBludabad dl^tnct 

17,:i7.s 


10.019 


.Icssorc district ... ... j 

4^,755 


17,417 


Kiiiilnu district ... ... 1 

2:5,717 


J?S,437 


1 


Darned over 


... j ;: 8 ;t ,270 


243 ,.i 42 



IttiO.] 


(^ucsftous (///<'/ An.^trers. 


(U7 




Numln'r v'f \ tit. ts , 1 . .‘.'rdnii; 

Cc^MsriTrKM \ 

r<>r<iiin: to 

to ilruft oUH t 'ial 


O' mm il ^ siiiu.it.' 

rolls 

1 

HrouLrla for\Mir>l 

... ;vs.;.-j7o 

2i:;.;;i2 



• 

iCiocu ‘hstnci (hxoIu tOVMl i 

27, (‘.70 

1 t.llsl 

M viuiaisinL^h, A ] 


f I1.2lMd 

’ I 

... 

22.70,*' 

2S.727 

My iin^' an mi'll, U ) 


[ t7.r»27) 

FHri'lpur 'lisirict 

t i.lisS 

2t,2s7 

I^ukai ] 


, 1 ll.Ml) 

[ 

I 

.'»2,22s 

A 2:>.:m: 

liukaru'aej, 1' ) 


1 iM.SOl ) 

< (list riC( 

2t.s:'n 

1I.22S 

'’rij>j>''ni liistru*; 

IS.S.W’. 

12.000 

Noakhiili disiiict 

'^.‘>12 

y.s:;2 

Kujsli.thi liis: ru'i 

1 

InO!'.* 1 

s.s d 

I imajpur liiht not 

1:»,72I 

21.7 n 

Jalpai'.run 'listnol 

2o.s.'>:; 

I4,i»;7 

Kuiiijpur lislnot 

2'.'.s20 

2:».277 

Jutnoi \ 

1 .>,100 A 

17o7o 

1 I.d27 1 

1 

i.;, 2 o:, 

I’.ilm.i (list rid j 

i ll.Oo'.ij 

1 2,o;;s j 

Id i''iH 'io: ru-. 

7,01.; 

s o^2 

Ti.la! 

... O.^NdoO 

Itoi.lM 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: 

23. 

{/) iiwju’c tiiat llic released <// //// /> liini ^^r'eat K,„pi,,^nj 

dilliin!i\' in odt aiiiiiej t‘iri|)lo\ meiit m eijin at mna 1 iiisi it nt i»i!is and elsewhere ri*! 

nwin^^ to Misph lon existino m ilu* rmnd^ nl the people that t!i(‘\ are hkrdy 
to irjeiii* the < lisp]t‘asii i’(* of ( io\ ein inenl Iw enijdo\jnL" lli'aiT' 

(~) in Is it a tact that Mr !> (’ (’hatter p, lia rr 1st (*?• at iaiw.inadea 
lepr-esenlation t(. ( io\ t'riiiiient on this siil,|(a t and tliat the IJon'hle Mr II i. 

Siepiiens >11 eoinniiniieat(*d t<^) him on h-*hali o) ( io\ ei’iiment the assm anet* 
that ( jo\ erainienl will neillier r»h)»‘< t to, nor in an\ wa\ inteijer-e \'ilh, the 
ttleasisj (iitthiis ohtaininp^ eniph)\ rnenl in edmsii nuia I irisl it iit ions ^ 

(o) It .s>). will the ( ioMT’iJinent ht* jdeased to eoiisider- the desirahihtv of 
LMMtio a siinilai- assiname m reeard to the |»ri\ ate (‘inployment of releas(*d 
ihtr'iiifs in all places hy all people' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

‘ (/) (loverimient ar-e aware that r(‘leas(v| ( ften have eonsnh-r- 

n!»le diffieiilty tn obtaining ein[)iovinent ami that fnie of the reasrins for this 
is the reliietanee of private employers to take on men of their anUn^edents. 

4 A 
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(2) (/) Mr B C. Chatterji referred in a private letter to Mr. Stephen 
son to the (jiiestion of the employment in educational institutions oj 
persons who before their internment had been teachers in schools. In the 
course of his reply Mr. Stephenson said: ' The line laid down is the one ] 
sketched out to you in our interview, namely this: there are obvious objectiori<« 
to a di'tenu or State [irisoner taking uj) teaching as a jirofession, and Goyern 
inent cannot conscientiously ^ive any facilities or assistance in obtaininf: 
teachinp^ em})Ioyment for these men. The Kducation Department naturalh 
is rightly averse from having them in their service, and it would be most unfaii 
for Government to [)ut any pressure on that dejiartment, seeing that tiu 
responsibility for the welfare of the pujiils lies on the Education Departm^^nt 
At the same time (Government will not in any way interfere to turn these mei 
out of enifiloyment as teacliers if they are able to obtain it.’ 

(?/) I’he Hon'ble Member is referred to the roviw i/rngur, a co[)y of \\hicl 
is attached, issued by tlie Bengal Government on the 1st March, 1920." 


Pretis covnu irnUpir referred to in the ansv'er to (jnestioji N(f. {vnstaired 
asked hy the flon'hle Bahu Akiiil ('handka Datta at the meeting of tin 
1st J uiy, ]92(L 

In connection with the recent releases from detention and surveillance o 
a number of youtlis wlio had been dealt with under Regulation III of 18E 
and the Defence of India Act, it has been rejiresented to the local Governmen 
that private employers, fearing harassment to themselves, are difhdent aboii 
giving them employment. It is desirable therefore that the attitude of tin 
V)cal Government should be made clear. 

It is the hoj)e of the Governor in Gouncil that these youths will speedih 
settle down to honest lives The finding of regular and re])utable work wil 
conduce most speedily to this end, and the lo(*al Government have hel{)e< 
and are helping in individual cases to secure employment. So long as thesi 
persons keej) clear of revolutionary (‘onspira( y there is no intention of oxor 
cising surveillance over thcan It is not approjinate that they should taki 
up the profession of teaching, but there is no objection to their resuming thei 
own studies. , 

Gaiauitta, 

The 1st March, 1920. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur — 

24 . 

{a) Is it a fact — 

(/) that the Haterkool Oil romjiany. Limited, has constructed a ro\ 
of [irivies for the use of their operatives within a few feet of th 
Ilaterk(K)] bathing ghat at Konnagore, subdivision Serampore 
district Hooghly ^ 

{ii) that these privies emit had odour and foul effluvia and that tlr 
foul water from them is discharged into the river Hooghly U 
the detriment of the health and to the inconvenience of the loca 
people who bathe in the river and drink water therefrom ? 

(h) (i) Is it a fact that the people of the locality sent a memorial to th 

Sanitary Commissioner of Bengal? 

(//) If so, what steps have been taken in the matter? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking necessar 
steps for the removal of this grievance of the people of the locality? 
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) 20 .] Questions and Anstoers. 

^nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

" (d) (?) The llaterk«H)l Oil ('oinjjaTix ha.^ roust nu ted a l\nir sealed aciua 
rivv on their premises, whirh adjoin the ^rhat in question, d'he exa(‘t <lis- 
mre t’limi the jj:hat is not known, hnt it is prohahly ovei' aO IWt 

JiH) It has been rejiorted that the privy emits a bad smell and is also 
imoxioiis as the breeding place ui’ flies 'Fhe ellliient is disehai'*ied through a 
nail filter bed into tlie river llooj^ddx 

[h) (/) The Sanitar\ ( ’ommissioiitn received a kilter on tln^ subjeii fi'oiii 
iabu Hari Sadhan Banerji of Ilaterk<K)l 

(//) and (r) The otti(‘iatin<j: Inspector of Septic 'tanks inspec‘ted the 
itrine, the Sanitary (Commissioner also Msited the plact‘ 'Fhe latrine having 
een found to 1 k‘ defective*, the (Com|)aii\ ha.s Unm <lirect(*d to make tlu* nec'cs 
ary iin])r(»vements. 


ty the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: 

25. 

{(i) Are the (Jo\ernment aware that tlit* inhabitants of sevi*ral villam‘s ,^^rn.tioi 
n the othe?’ side of tlu" Damodar lavcu' memoriab/ed tlu* District Hoard for f,!p,ior r.mdi 
h(' (‘onstriiction of two fet‘d(U* roads from the darkeswar raih\a\ station 
I' I ]i\ ) t<_) two ])laces on the hd't tmibankmtmt of tin* ri\ei’^ 

(/>) If so, are the (jo\ernmeiit considei im^ tlu* <lesiralnlit \ (d takiiij^ steps 
n the matter ^ 


<^nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:- 

“ (d) The answer is^n the alTirniat ive. 

{h) An apf)li(‘ation was r(*ceived \^y the Hoo^hl) District Hoard for the 
L'on^triu tion of two feeder roads from the 'Farkeswar railwax station to 
Kanaria itkat and deara pdiat on the Damodar river As the alipoimmit to 
Kanaria pdiat w as unnecessaTily lom^, the District lioard ha\e Histructed thtur 
erii^iiieei to examine the feasibility of conslruc tinj^ a road irom lark(‘swar to 
Kullikri As deara IS close to the 'Farkeswar damdara Distric t Hoard road, 
the Distiict Hoard have dc'cided that the I nion Hoard, whicli is about to be 
constitiitc*d in the locality shoiihl connect .leara with that road I he* inter 
vent ion of (government does not appear to be necessary . 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: 

26. 

(d) Are the (jo\(*rnment awai’e that influcMi/a has broken out in epid^uuic oiiti>r<*ak < 
form in several vil!a^n*s within th(‘ Arambapdi subdivision and that some ^ 

peoj»l(‘ have* succumbed to it 

{If) If so. are the (iovenirnmit considman^ tin* d(*sirabiiity of calling/ 
upon th(‘ sanitary authorities to distribute influenza fulls throu^di itinerant 
doctors ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malle/t — 

(^7) and {b) The answer is in the nef^ative. Neitlier the Cdvil Sur- 
geon nor the Subdivisional Officer of Aranibagh is aware of any outbreak of 
mfluenza, while the weekly reports of the Arambagh municipality show^ that 
there has been no case of influenza for tw’o months/ 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

27 . 

Will the (ioveniineiit be pleased to state the cause of the delay in th, 
revival of eoueessior' tickets by tlie Hast ludiaii Ibaihvay authorities^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

The (joverjiineiit of Heiii^ai have ihj inforniatiou ou the subject. Tht 
introduction of concession fares is a matter v hich rests witli the Kai)\\d\ 
a.utliorities ctmcerned 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra MTtra Bahadur:— 

28 . 

(o) Ar(‘ the (iovernment aware tliat the main road from Mahes to liislirt 
in the sub (livisifui of Serampore in the IJoo^ddy district is so narrow^ m [ilacn 
that moU)r car acaddents (Kaair ami tlic road is danp^erous to traffic? 

{h) Are the (jovernment considering tlie .desirability of taking steps t( 
reuKaly this grievarut* of th(‘ |)eople of the locality^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ {(i) No re])orts of motor (‘a r aia ideiits or danger to traffic owing to tht 
insufhcient widtli of the 1'runk Road betwinm Malies at mile 1 T?i and Rislii'd 
at niil(‘ 14, in the Smaimporc sub-division, have (‘ome under the notice ol 
(jiov(‘rnment 

The width of tlu' crest of tlu* road in tlie abovcnamed miles varies froii 
lit to 40 feet. 

(/d It hasb(‘cn asccrtaii.uMl that tlu*rc is some congestion, at (‘i‘rtain hoiir.^ 
of th(‘ da\, in the short l(‘iigtli of mile from mile ^'2\ to mile Tl, where tlu 
crest of tfu* road is from 2\ to 22 IV(‘t in width ddu' congestion is diu^ to local 
causes and could not bt* reli(*\ed without ac(]uisition of valuable land at con- 
sid(‘rabl(‘ cxpeiisi' No [irojt'ct for widening this )>oi‘tion of the road has beer 
initnited 


By the Hon’ble Sir Deba Prasad Sarbadhikari: 

29 . 

( 7 ) Is it not a fact — 

{(i) 'Idiat a candidate for the Provinmal Judicial Service necessarily 
exceeds the age of 2o years before being cjualilied for enrolment as a candi- 
date foi’ the servi(‘e because the (jualihcalion^ for enrolment as a candidate 
are 

( i) that he must have obtained the B.L degree. 

{!/) that ordinanl\ he must have comjileted three years’ luau'ticc at 
the Bar ' 

(h) That in coTwuk'rat lo.i of tins difficulty the Bublic Services Com- 
mission recommended that members of the Provincial Judicial Service may 
reckon as servu'c (pialifying for superannuation pension, the number of 
eoiufJeted vears, not exceeding five, by which their age at recruitmeiJ 
exceeded twentyTve years t 

(c) That in some of the .-.ei \ ices, like the Educational Service, candidates 
ordinarily complete their universit\ course and are qualified for service before 



J i^uesftotis iiJid ItiSiH'rs. 

lining twenty live years ami the inenilHM's of th(W servues have Iven 
)\ve(l to reekon as service, qualil'x in^^ for superaimnation pension, the 
nl>er of eoinpleted years of service, not exceeilim: livtv h\ w Im*!! their 

• at recruitment exceeiled twentv live vears under the (Inv erniiuMit ol 
lia Resolution No lOSo I'.A , dated r)elhi. the loth Noveinht'r 

(•^/i Tliat thi< hemdit iia.s not iieen expressiv extendcil Iw the' (iovernmeiU 
India Resolution to nuMuhers of tlu‘ I'l’ov incial dndieial Stu-vu-e and that 
re IS a keen sense of disappointimuil aiuoiiL: the memlKM•‘^ of that service 
(■onse< juence 

{r) ddiat unless tlie iK'iietit he extemhal to the Ih'ovmcial ludnaa! Sei'vue 

• nieiuhers of that servict^ will not !u‘ entitk'd to iret the inaxiinuin 
teased pension sanctioned under the said ( ho (Maiment of India 
.solution 

(c*) An* the (ho ernment consnk'rini!: tin* desirahilitv of addressing the 
oernnient of India on the suhtcit with a view to removing the c luw ama's 
the im‘nil>ers of tlie p!‘ov mcia I d iidicia 1 St‘rvice' 


nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy: — 

‘ ' 7 ' a ' ^ os. 

( h ) Yes 
( r ) Yes 

(d) ( )rd(‘T*s of tlie ( iov ernimuit of India have Ixmmi reotnved dt*elarm^»‘ 
eiiih^'n of the Th ovineial diidicial Serv lee (diirdde f(»r the i-oiiei‘ssioii 

{/ ' no(‘s not arise 

( I )< K*s n< )t ar 1st* 


Y the Hon’ble Mr. F. M. Leslie: 

30. 

( / ') Will the ( ioverninent he pl(‘ast*d to state- 

(„, Uic sum reahzf.l by llic sale of tli.- nMiinants of tin- Dovctoii College lo. 
roperty. and 

(h) whore those fiiixls are at prosoiit, h\ w liom tlio\ are liolil aii«l liow 
nl umlor wfiat <oTxlit ions tlio iiiooiiio ol tlio capital sum is applied' 

fzt ('/) Wliat otiier fiimls do tin- ( ioxaMiimeiit liold iii trust for the edu 
ation of I'll ro|iea IIS and Aiiolo Indians i' 

(})) Where are these funds at present. 1>\ wlioni are tliev held and Iiow 
ml under what conditions is the income of eaeli of tln^se funds applied ' 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: 

(/) i/i) Ks ffi.Kf.") 

th) Tins sum was invested in tloverriinent promissory notes, wliieli are 
nd(l h\ the .\( eounlatit (leneral. Bengal Tlie iiu-omejs exj.emled in accord 
iitep with the ruh's issued with Notification No I • K<ln . tiat<‘d tith 

liino. IhlB of which a copy is laid on tlie library table. 

(g) (a) and (h) Of the sum of ten lakhs placed at the di.sposal of Oov- 
Ttiment under the Sns.sex trust '.i lakhs are intended for the grant of seholar 
hips to Enrotieans and Anglo-Indians. 2\ laklis for the eonstniction of a 
io\s orphanage by the Irish Christian Brotners, and 2 lakhs foi adding to the 
ic'commodation at the Dow Hill Girls’ School at KursiKing These sums 
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an* invested in war bonds whielj are lield bv the Treasurer, Charitahl^ 
Enrlowments, Bengal. Copies of Notifications No. 1842 Edn. and 
Nf) 184J1 I'Ldii., dated 22nd November, 1919, are laid on the library table ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji:— 

31 . 

Will the (loveniinent be pleased to state — 

{(i) (/) Whether the report on tlie Damodar anti-flood reservoir scheme 
the execution of which was entrusted to a special officer, Mr. Glass, lia; 
since been received by Government, and, if so, what action is being taken ii 
the matter ? 

{ii) What is the firobable estimated cost of the whole scheme? 

(/>) What improvements have been effected in the lower, middle an* 
upf)er reaches of the Damodar river, and wdiat total expenditure has l)ep] 
incurred up to the end of the (juarter ending 30th June, 1920? 

(0 (^■) What steps have been taken to reclaim the Rohra khal, Gop 
mohanf)ur khal, Pagla klial, Behala Chak basins and other silted u}> khal 
within the flood zone, the improvement of which is necessary for the propp 
drainage of a vast submerged area ? 

(//) How many refuge mounds are in course of (‘onstruction aloT}g tb 
whole length of the right embankment to give protection to villagers who^ 
houses are close to the embankment, and what is the area of sucdi mounds? 

(///) Are the (iovernment (‘onsidenng the desirability of construcnii! 
similar mounds witliin the villages in the flood /one and lying at a consnbM 
able distaiK'e from the right embankment, and, if so, when th(‘ work is likel 
to be taken uj) ? 

{(i) WJiether the survey of the spill arcm in the (‘onteinplation of Go\eri 
merit has since been comjileled, and, if so, what policy is to be (lursiied i 
the matter ? 

(e) The stage at which the proposed Damodar canal project, DcvkIi; 
project and Uchanala scheme stand at present and whetlier the (b>ven 
ment are considering the desirability of taking u|) the scheme at an earl 
date? 

(/) When the reclamations of the floukhini Daha and the Garool Bhei 
are to be taken up ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ {a^ (/) and (ii) Yes^ the report has been technically criticised an 
is now’ under further consideration, the estimated (‘ost of coiistrmlin 
reservoirs alone amounts to 2 crores of rufiees. 

(b) The (juestion is not understood, no jiroposals have been made for an 
imfiroveiiient to the Damodar river 

(r) (0 The estimate of the Rohra khal project is now practicably con 
plete; the project for the improvement of the Gopimohanjiur khal ha 
been examined and abancioned on technical grounds; no projects for th 
improvement of the Pagla khal or of any khal in the Behala Chak basins hav 
as yet been taken up. 

(ii) Five mounds are under construction, and twelve more wall be take 
up later. The area of the top of the mound is on an average 6,800 squai 
feet and the average cost of each mound is Rs. 1,650. 
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(in) No; the cost of erection of mounds in the interior would he very 
heavy, and owing to the system of flood warnings introduced ssubsequent to 
the flood of 1913, it is reasonable to expect that in the event of a similar 
disastrous flood the people would have ample time to reach places of safety, 
and that no serious loss of human or animal life would occur. 


(d) Yes, the survey has now l>een completed to the lKUHidar\ of the 
Burdwaii and Bankura districts; it is now being f)lotted on ]>apcr. The 
policy to l)e followed the disposal of the flood water of the Daimuhir, as 
a result of this survey, is to push on with the e\t‘avation of the evil channels 
into the Kupnarain river. The (Government of Bengal are now in corre- 
sponden(*e wnth the Government India regarding the puridiase of a dredger, 
to cost 34 lakhs of rupees, for this purpose. 

(r) The Dainoilai' ('anal project is Inung redesigned, it will take a yea»‘ 
at least to complete Hecent teclinica! stiuly (d’ the Heservoir nrojet t for 
controlling the Hoods of the Damodar shows that it may Ih‘ essential t(^ pi’ov id“ 
an escape for the flood water ria the Devkhal into tin' DaiKcsar 
river. Tlie proposal is a bold one, necessitating a long and careful investiga- 
tion into the effect of such a scdieme on the flo(Ml levels of the Darkesar The 
Uclianala project has been coipjileted . 

( /) Nothing can be <letinitelv stated as to when these pn^jt'cts will be 
taken up; tlie surviws are well in hand and mon' than half th(‘ survey work 
has been completed 


By the Hon’bie Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji: — 

32. 

A\’ill the (Government be pleasc‘d to state' the ?(\isons foi the delav in Datumijir I’u 
forming the l)amo<lar Public Works Division, and tin' approximate date WoiUh iHviii 
wlu'ji the division is likc'ly to Ix' creat(*d? 


Ailswer by the Hon’bie Mr. Cowley: — 

“ Idle lIoiTblc M(‘nibt‘r is reb'rrc'd to the* answer given to unstarri'd 
:juestR>n No. 44 {a) at the mec'ting of this ('oum il lield on the 3rd duly, 1919. 
riie (Government of India have been addre.ssed on the* subject ami sanction 
to the format ion of the Khulna Division is jiwaited ddie Damodar Dni'aou 
will he created as soon as tlie Khulna Division has be(*n loriiK'd, but no date 
can be given for the formation of the division. ' 


By the Hon’bie Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji: - 
33. 

Will the (joveniment be pleased to state if any meetings of the Uumoiiar 
Damodar standing (‘ommittee. the formation of whicli had been notified long 
ago, were held? If so. will the (Jovernment 1x5 j)leased to lay on the table 
the minutes of the jiroceedings of such meetings? 

Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Cowley:— 

“ At the mt*eting of the Bengal Legislative ('ouncil held on the 19th 
February, 1918, the Hon'ble Rai Xlahendra Ghandra Mitra Bahadur moved 
a resolution rec'ommending to the Governor in (Jcnincil that standing com- 
mittees of officials and non-officials for the districts in the Damodar basin 
be constituted in accordance with the terms of the res^jlution of the 3rd duly, 

1906. The resolution w as accepted by the Governor in Council and standing 

5 
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committees weie a|.[>ointe(I in Octoter, 1918, for the clistrirts of Bnrdwai 
Hoo^dily and Howrah. Two meetings of tlie Howrah standing commits 
have been held— one in December 1918 and one in April 1920; the proceedin; 
are recorded in the office of the Collector. Copies of the proceedino-s ii 
placed on the library table.” ° 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur; — 

34 . 

Tnconvcn.once Covemment be plea,sed to state whether a memori. 

to ymBHciigcrH iuldresscd to His Excellency the Governor has l)eeii received, drawin^^ H 
<»»» Excellency’s attention to the serious inconveniences which T)assenf^ers are no 

Bandel-Barliarwa I.oop Line of the East Indian Kailwav? 

(£) Is it a fact> — 

(r/) that tliere is no waiting-room for ladies at some of the statioi 
on this line and that in })laces the platforms are so low th; 
pas.scngers, particularly women and children, experience coi 
siderahle difliculty in getting into and out of trains? 

(h) that in the (hty hooking offices in Galcutta tickets are not issue 
U) the three stations (.Icerut, Somra and Bagnapara) whic 
were of)ened to passenger traffic in Se[)temher. 1919, and th; 
in consequence passengers must take tickets to the next nearer 
station, and walk considerable distances to reach thei 
destination ? 

(r) tliat several representations were made to tlie Agent and to 'tli 
Traffic Manager of the East Indian Kailway by the travellin 
«()ublic and also by the Secretary, Passengers’* Association, pra\ 
ing for some alterations and improvements in train service.^ 
especially the running of a mid-day train as before the wai 
for the convenience of })eoj)le having business in Calcutta? 

(J) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking stef) 
to remedy the aliove grievances and others mentioned in the memorial referre< 
to ;d)ove i 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ (7) Yes. 

(C^) Government Inive no information in regard to the points referred 
to by the Hon'ble Mmnl)er, they are connected with the working and interna 
e(*ononiy of the Kiiilway which the management is competent to provide for 

( G Ao. The inemori;il referred to was forwarded to the Railway 
management for such action as might be considered necessarv.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

35. 

Tlie iiovinciai Government be pleased to state whether there is any rule 

against jiosting officers of the provincial executive service in their own native 
service. districts? 

{h) If the reply be in the negative, are the Government considering the 
desirability of making a rule to the effect that members of the provincial 
executive service shall not be posted to their own native districts? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

(a) There is no actual rule prohibiting the employment of a provincial 
service officer in his native district, but in practice an officer is not posted to 
his native district if this can conveniently be avoided. 

{b) Government do not consider it desirable to tie their hands further 
by a hard and fast rule/' 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

38. 

WiU the Government be please(i to state whether the selieine proposed 
by Mr. Sailendra Nath Banarji, Executive Engineer, foV the improvement 
of the Dolai Khal and Tulsi Khal in the district of Dacca has Invii approved 
bv the Government, and, if so, when tliey propose to take the works in liand ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ The projects in question liavc not yet been a}q>nwed by Governim*nl. 
The Hon'ble Meml)er's attention is invited to the answer given to unslarred 
cjuestion No. 10 of the Hon'ble Itai Sri Nath Ray Jkihadur at (he meeting of 
this (\nnicil on the 20tli March, 1020, and to tlie answer given t(^ unstarred 
tjuestion No. 8 of the Tlon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Itay ('haudhuri at tlie 
meeting of this Council on tlie 3rd duly. 1010 It is not possible to givi‘ any 
further information until tlie orders of tin* (iovernment ot India mi tlu* pro- 
posals for the reorgani/ation and stengthening oT the Iriigation Branch of 
the Public Works De[)artment are received.” 


By the Kon'bie Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty : — 

37. 

Will the Government l>e pleased to state — 

(a) whether there is anv projiosal to rai.se the Dacca I'den Female 
School to the status of an intermediate (‘ollege; and 

{h) the lines of an\ scheme which may have been madt‘ m this c(mne('- 
tion? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ {(I) and (b) There is no such pniposal Ixd’ore Go\ eminent at present, 
rejiort from the Director of Public Instruction on the (juestion of establish- 
ng an intermediate college for girls at J)acca is expected short l\ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:-^ 

38. 

Will the Government he jileased to state whether there is any jjroposal 
to establish at onee an Intermediate College for (iirls to be attacliiMl lo the 
E<!en High Scliool as recommended by tlie Calcutta Eniversity Commission? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

‘‘ The Hon'ble Member is referred to the reply given to unstarred ques- 
tion No. 37.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty: — 


39. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 


(a) what progress has been made with regard to the sew'erage scheme 

for the city of Dacca; and 

(b) when the work is likely to be completed ? 


Th«‘ D •!.(( 
Atul Tul-i Kl 


Tij' n.'u CI4 
Ktiin 


Tl..: K-J..,, 
IUkIi St liotji. 


The l>accft 
ntiWvTug*: uch 


5a 



656 


Quesifions and Answers, 


[IsT July 


Tlio Dacca 
University. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

(a) The contractor for sewer construction has completed — 

(1 ) a 4' 0" brick sewer about two-thirds of the total length of 1,0( 

feet, 

(2) a 2' 9" brick sewer about two-fifths of the total length of 1,1: 

feet and 

(3) a 2' 0" brick sewer about two-fifths of the total length of 1,7( 

feet. 

lie has also in the face of great difficulty nearly completed the found; 
tions and sides of the main receiving well. A contract for the pumpir 
machinery has been made and the building of the engine house will begi 
shortly. A contract has also been made for the rising main from the puiu] 
inc5 to the outfall works. Preparation of drawings, etc., for the on 

fall works, public, latrines, etc., are in hand. 

(h) It is expected thSt the pumping station will be ready and most ( 
the sewers of the initial scheme laid by the end of June, 1921.’^ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty;— 

40 . 

Will the Government be i)leased to state— 

{a) what action lias been taken to establish the Dacca University , an 
(b) when it js likely to be estaldished ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) and (/>) The Dacca I iiiveisity cannot he establi.shed until Ih 
Dacca Pniversity Act is brought into fori*c, but under section 51 of the Act 
the Vice (diaiicellor may take action foi’ the purpose of bringing the Lbiivei 
SI tv into foi’ce. The \' ice-Ghancellor has not been a])})oijited by the Governor 
(General m Gouncil, but m anticipation of his apiiointnamt Ills Excel 
lency the Governor, as jirospective Ghancellor, and the (iovei’iiment of Heng.i 
have been taking preliminary action. A sum of Rs. 10 lakhs has beci 
jirovided in the Inidget for expenditure in connection with the University 
An oHicer has been put on spemal duty in c‘onnection with the jireliminar 
arrangements Jlis lAcellency has approved the lay-out of the Universit; 
and selected sites for ditferent institutions. The Sanitary Engineer r 
preparing a sewerage scheme. Orders have issued for the acquisition of lam 
for the Moslem flail. The SutaM’intending Engineer, Eastern Circle 
is engaged in the preparation of plans for the Jagannath and Dat*ca Hall 
and for the training department of tlie University. The Dacca Engineeriiif 
School has been moved into the press building, and the buildings formerh 
occupied by it are being used for the accoinniodation of the first and secom 
year students of the Dacca College so that an intermediate college may b( 
started. 'Vl\e Siqierintending Engineer is at work on jilans for additiona 
buildings for another intermediate college which it is proposed to locate ir 
the Jagannath College; and orders have issued for the acquisition of land 
for a third intermediate college in Gandaria. His Excellency the Governoi 
has also written to the Secretary of State regarding the selection of candi- 
dates for some of the appointments in the Dacca TTniversity in anticipation 
of the constitution of the advisory committee referred to in section 50 of the 
Act before wdiich the names of candidates will be laid. The Government of 
India have also been urged to apfioint the Vice-Chancellor as soon as possible, 
and to arrange for his joining the appointment at an early date.'' 
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)y the Hen’ble ffabu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

41. 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether any steps and. if so, The Dacct 
vhat steps have been taken to establish faculties of medicine and agriculture tsnivewity. 
n connection with the Dacca University ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ Faculties of medicine aiul agriculture cannot \\e eslablishetl in connec- 
ion with the Dacca University until tlic Dacca rniversity Act comes into 
orce. Imder section 51 of the A(‘t, however, the \*H*e ('hancellor may take 
ction for the purpose of bringing tlie Uiiiversiiv into being, and when he is 
])pointed it is proposed to consult him as to the |)ossibilily of taking ]>re 
immarv steps to facilitate the estal)lishment of faculties of mediiane and 
igriculture when the laiiversity starts 


3y the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty: 


42. 

(ff) In refenmce to tin* reply gismi iw tlu' Ilon’hii' Mr St(‘plienson to 
he (juestion of the lion l)le Halm Kishori Mohan ('haudiiuii at the meeting 
)f tlie ('oiincii of the 7th April. lit'Jit that a linal decision would shortly lx* 
iri’i\ed at in respia t of tlu‘ rcorgaiii/at ion of the Frovincial .judicial Serviir, 
\rc tilt' 1 io\ (‘rnmmit aware that a leiding of umMsiness and anxi(‘ty j>revails 
imongst the memiuM's of that siMwice in c.)nse(juenct* of no nmnnii n nfth having 
KMMi yet issued on the subject * 


'Pin* Crovinf 
.IihIIcmaI 8<*r 


(/*) Will the (io\ eminent be pl(*ased to state - 

(/) whethi'r th(' ( ioviM’imuml of India have linally expi’cssiMl their 
Cipiiiion on the a<loption ol tie' . clKMiie in Ihmgal; 

(//) wlietla*!' the lion bl(‘ dudges oi th(* High ('oiiil have bcfU) con 
suited in thi‘ matti‘r, and. if so, will t la* ( iovernmimt be pleased 
to lax on tin* table the coiisidm'cd opinions of the Ilon'lile 
d iidg(\s, if receix ed , 

(///) wlietliei' anx tinai decision has been arrived at by (ioxernmenl on 
the subject . and 

{ir) when it can r'tMs(mabl\ expiated for the (haasioii of (ioviuui- 
nieiit to be made pulilic? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

{a) A fiwv letters haxe been recmved from members of the Seiwice 
ex])ressing the wi.sli that early orders max Ik‘ issued regarding their future 
pay, and articles to the same effect have ajipeareil in the press. 

{h) {i) 1 he onleia' of the (Government of India are awaited on the maxi 
mum pay for iminsifs pro|>osed bv tlie local (Government. 

(//) The HoiFble dudges of (lie High Court were consulted on the whole 
scheme, but at this stage it is not jirofiosed to make public the fiapers. 

(Hi) and (iVj The final decision of Government must axvait the orders 
of the Government of India on the subject of the maximum pa\ for munsifs. 
The orders of that Government may lie expected sliortly, and the whole 
scheme of emoluments will then be published.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 


The ProvitiCiul 
Judicial Service. 


43 . 

In view of the powers conferred on the Local Government by letter 
jNTo. 1706 E.B., dated the 12th September, 1919, of the Government of India 
Finance Department, and in consideration of the abnormal rise in the cost 
of living, are the Government considering the desirability of — 

{(i) granting daily allowances at increased rates to Judges of regu* 
larly constituted Small Cause Courts and other members of tlie 
Provincial Civil Service, and 

{h) of allowing the members of the Pi'ovincial Judicial Service the 
benefits of the new pension rules, enabling ofiicers who entered 
Government service after the comj)letion of their twenty^fifth 
year to count as service qualifying for jiension the full numbei 
of years by which their age at the time of confirmation in tl*.^ 
servic’c exceeded 2J years as has been done in the case of officers 
of the Provincial Educational Service? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy: — 

{a) No such proposal is at present undei* the consideration of 
Government. 


{h) This concessjon has recently been allowed.’* 


The Uiroctor oC 
luduslries. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

44 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

{a) whether the Director of Industries has been aho acting as the 
Meteorologist of Calcutta, since his confirmation in the former 
post; 

{h) whethei* the exercising of these dual functions by the same officer 
is necessary in the best interests of both the l)e])artments; 

(c) if the answer to (/>) l)e in the affirmative, will the Government he 
I)leased to lay on the table the corres})ondence with the Govern 
ment of India on the basis of which siudi a})pointment was made, 
and 

{d) if the answer to {h) be in the negative, will the Government be 
pleased to state — 

(f) whether they addressed the Government of India on the 
desirability of appointing another Meteorologist, and 

(//) if so, when? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ {a) Yes. 

(h) The circumstances in which the arrangement was made are 
explained below. 

(c) No. The facts are briefly that in the year 1917, this Government 
agreed to the appointment of Mr. Meek as Meteorologist on the suggestioii 
of the Director-General of Observatories, and that he has remained in the 
post at the sj^ecial request of the same officer until the permanent incumbent 
returns from leave on the 7th July, 1920. 

(d) See answer to 
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15 . 

(a) Will the Goveriimeut l)o ph'asod to pve the iiatnes of tlie Meteor- 
i^ists of Calcutta for the last twenty veal's and state how uiaii^v of them 
io held the post of Senior Professor of l’hysi(‘s in the Pivsiiiencv College at 
^ same time ? 


Caluitta^ 


(b) Will the Government Ik' jdeased to .slate — 

(/) what qualifications are re(iuired for tlie post ot Meteorologist of 
Calcutta; and 


(//) what (jualifications are posse.ssed hv Mr Meek and the present 
Senior Professor of Physics in the Presideiu y C'ollege so lar as 
meteorological Avork is concerned i 


iswer by the Hon’ble Mr. MoAlpin:— 

(f/) A statement is laid on the tal>le 

(//) (/) and (//) 1 he Governiiient of Bengal are n<»t in a jx^sition to replv 
riling the (jualifications re(jUire<l tor a post undtu' llu' (jovernment ol 
dia. 


atmienf rtf^rrtif (*> ui n/tSicrr to to • k K'<hi rrrd ) (isfrcd Inj 


fh^ Han't, B.vnr Bhojlndua 

of /.s/ Jnlji. Id'JO, 

N li'ii*'- < ollit *• 

(I) Linle. M..\. 

(I. W Kiiciilcr. K<<i., M.A. 

a) (’. Litllc. Ks(j., M.A. 

(4i V. 11. Jacks* )[i, 10 n(|.. M.a. 

{;>} C. faitle. M.A. 

{{>) (;. \V. Lvucliler, Hsq.. M.A. 

(7) J. A. Ciiiiiiiii‘.,diani, lvs(|.. n.A 

(S) C \V. Peaki', FiMj.. M.A. 

{[U E. P. tlarri.-^on. Es(j.. rh.I). ... 

. Uh C. \V. l*f ak(‘, Es(].. M.A. 

<11 ) E. P. Harrison. F2s(|., ph.I). ... 
(12) C. \V. Peake. Esfj., M A. 

(18) E. P. Harrison. Esfj.. Pli.D. 

(14) C. W. Peake, Es(|., ALV. 

(15) E. P. Harri.son, Esfj., Ph.u. ... 
(Bl) C. \V. Peake. Escj , M.A. 

(17) E. P. Harri.son. Esq., Pli.D. ... 
(IS) C. W. Peake. E.s(| , M.A. 

(19; D. B. Meek, Esq., M.A., D.sc. ... 


Kisij<n; \l\\ (.iiArDiirui at fttr 

M (le* n olo^ocal licperOo’ to tin* 

(iiiverninent et IknmMl. 

Meteor<)le;^i<*al Jh'portm* totlie 
(invrriiineni nl P>en^^al. 

Meo*nr( >li.» jeal liepoiter to the 

< i()VrrniT»enl et Bmi^jal. 

M « te(>rolo;.:ical l»ejKjrt(U‘ to the 
Hovrrnnieni ol Hen^ml. 

M<*i(‘oroi(f^.oeal Ii<']x>rl(‘r to the 

(lovri’nineiil of i>enpal. 

I>ino ditto. 

( Meteor olo^deal l*eport(*r to tlu‘ 
( ioverninent of Pien^.,nil. 

Meteornlo^i^l. Caieiit la. 

(dlu. Meieorolo^d->t, Caleutta. 

M(‘teornlo^dst. Cah ntta. 

Mel(*<>rolo^dsl, Caleutta. 

Met(‘f>rolo;rist. (’alcutta. 

Meteorologist, Calcutta. 

Meteorolo^zist, (Calcutta. 

Olfg. Meteorohrgist, Calcutta. 

M (* t en rol og i 8 1 . C’a lent ta . 

Olfg. Meteorologist, Calcutta. 

Meteorologist, Calcutta. 

Offg. Meteorologi.st. Calcutta. 
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f^8T JtLT. 


The Director nl' 
Induatriee. 


'he Departuiont 
i IndiistricH. 


Period of Service. 


Other appointment. 



* Crtrin 

To 





(1) 

22-H-lSW 

24-7-1900 

ProfeHSO V 

of 

Miitliematics» Presidency College 



27-9-1900 

Professor 

of 

Physics, 

ditto. 

(3) 

28^9- 1 9! )0 

8-11-1902 

Professor 

of 

Mathematics, 

ditto. 

A) 

4-11-1902 

7-1M902 





(3) 

18-11-1901^ 

18-8-1904 

Professor 

of 

Mathematics, 

ditto. • 

((it 

10-8-1904 

1-10-1908 

Professor 

of 

Physics, 

ditto. 

(7) 

2-10-1907) 

20-4-1 90(; 

Professor 

of 

Chemistry, 

ditto. 

(H) 

27-1-11)00 

28-8-1909 

Professor 

of 

Physics, 

ditto. 

(!») 

21-8-1909 

12-12-1909 

Professor 

of 

Physics. 

ditto. 

(]0) 

18-12-1909 

12-4-1911 

Professor 

of 

Physics, 

ditto. 

Gl) 

18-4-1911 

4-8-1912 

Professor 

of 

Physics, 

ditto. 

(\'2} 

8-8-1912 

10-7-1912 

Proft‘ssor 

of 

Physics, 

dit to. 

(bit 

17-7-1912 

l!)-8-1912 

Professor 

of 

Pliysics, 

ditto. 

(M) 

20-8-1912 

20-!)- 191 2 

Prof(‘ssor 

of 

Idiysics, 

ditto. 

(17.) 

27-9-1!) 12 

29-]0-l!)12 

Professor 

of 

Physics, 

ditto. 

(I'i) 

:>0-10-19l2 

10-M9I8 

ProO'ssor 

of 

Pliysics, 

ditto. 

(17) 

17-1-1918 

8-ll-l!)14 

Professor 

of 

Pii ysics, 

ditto. 

CS, 

0-ll-l!)H 

8-8-1917 

I^rofessor 

of 

Physics. 

ditto. 

(1!») 

9-8-1917 


i^rofessor 

of 

Physics, 

ditto. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

46. 

Will tlie Government he j)lease(l to state — 

(?) whether the senwiees of the Direetor of Industries are still lent to 
the Munitions Board as Controller of Munitions: and 

(ii) if so, what is the nature of his duties in that eonnection? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ (/) Tlie Direetor of Industries is also Controller of Munitions in 
addition to his own duties. 

(//) The final adjustment of the eommitments of the Bengal Munitions 
Board . ’ ’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

47. 

{(i) Are the Gewernment aware that the recommendations of the Indus- 
trial Commission raised high hopes in the public mind? 

{h) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a short statement 
of the work done by the Depai tment of Industries during the last six months, 
particularly on the following heads — 

(/) information supplied to bond fide industrialists; 

(ii) expert advice given; 

{Hi) promotion of new companies guided; 

(ir) factories erected or designed; 

(r) industrial concerns visited; 

(i)f) industrial research undcrtaki'ii ; 

(rii) markets for local manufacture found; and 
{viii) industrial and technical education organised? 



1920.] Questiotis and Anstt^s, 661 

(r) Has the Director of Industries submitted any scheme for — 

(f) the collection of industrial intelligence; 

(it) the develoiunent of cottage industries; 

(Hi) the establishment and working of demonstration factories; and 
• (ir) financial aid to industries? 

(d) Jn reference to the rejilies given to rnstarred Questions \os. 18 and 
25 asked at the meetings of Council of the ilrd Februar\ and oth March last, 
will the (lovernment Iv pleased to state 

(/) whether the considt‘ration of the proposal of the l)iri‘ctor of ^ndns* 
tries is near comjiletion : 

(ti) wlu^thcr the pi'oposa! is being considered bv this (Jovernnient. 
the Government of India or tht‘ Home Government; and 

{Hi) when the ])ro[)osal was submitted? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

(u) It is understood that, geiuu'all) s])eaking, tin* reconimendat 100 *^ 
of the Industrial Commission were weh'omed by the educativl public 

( h) A cop\ of the Ib^port on the Administration the Dejiartrnent d 
1 ndiistrKvs up to tin' 'dlst Decemlier, 1920, was laid on the talik' at the meet« 
ing <»f the L(*gisiativt‘ ('ouncil on the drd hVbruar\. 1920 The Direc'toi has 
he»*n instructi'd to submit annual n'j)(»rts in future Government do not think 
it desirable to call for mon‘ fre(jU(*nt statements of the work which is Ix'ing 
done 

(c) \o Hie dejiartment is only in firoc’ess of being organised 

i(f) (/) 11ie consideration of that portion of the proposals of tlu‘ Dina' 
tor w Inch deals w ith the organisation of th(' department is nearing completion 

(ii) and (iti) 11i(* proposals regarding Factory Insptu'tors wi'ia' ri'ferred 
to the ( b)\ (‘rnnient of India on the I'^th February, I929 'ria* proposals 
regarding tin' pa\ of tlie jiosts of Di'puty Direct^)!’ of Industries and Indus- 
trial I’higineer wa*ie submitt(*d to the ( jovi'rnment of India on the 12th 
•Tune, lt)20 All the otlu'r proposals are still under the consid(Tation of 
this Government.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

48 . 

Will tlie Governmi'iit i)e jdeased to state — 

(a) what are the salaries and allowances of the different posts now held 
by tlie olliciating Director of Agrii ulture and Fisheries. • 

{h) what training and experience he has had regarding fishery matters; 

(r) whether the at>ove officer is als^) the special Fibre expert to the 
Government of India, and if so. what are his allowances as such , 

(d) what work he lias done in that cafiacdty up to date; 

(p) how many days he was out on Umr in connection with this work and 
in w^hat localities . 

(f) (i) Is it a fact that Dr. Baini Pershad of the Fisheries Department 
resigned his poet, 


Til*’ Dirt*ct*) 
uiid Fi»li**rt< 
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[Iht July 


Boiler, fftctory 
iQil tinoke 
itiisADce 
^UBi>ectort, 


(/?*) if SO, what were the reasons for his doing so, 

(iii) what were his quaIifi(*ations in regard to fishery matters, and 
i(j) What are the qualifications of the Superintendnts of Agriculture ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAIpjn: — 

‘iiid (r) 1’he Iloirble Member is referred to page 393 of the 
Quarterly (h’vil List for Bengal correr-tod up to Ist April, 1920. The offici- 
ating Directoi* of Agriculture diaws, j)ending the determination of his pay 
ar(‘ording to the scheme of reorganisation recently sanctioned by the Secretary 
of State, Ks. 1,250 j)er mensem as otliciating Director and a duty allowance of 
Ks 200 [)er mensem in (‘oiinection with certain advisory and research fibre 
work undertaken on behalf of the (lovernment of India. lie is not actually 
the ofiiciatuig Director of Fisheries; that post has been kept vacant pending 
the selec^tion try the Se<‘r*etarv of State of an officer as Director of Fisheries. 
Meanwhile iiowever the Fishery Department has again Ireen placed under the 
control of the Director of Agri(Milture, to whose charge it previously ap- 
jrertained. 'I'he officiating DirecOu* of Agriculture draws no special allow'- 
ance for this wirrk This arrangement has been made as a matter of ad- 
ministrative con veil ieiH’e, beciiuse, owdng to casualties in the Fisheries Depart- 
ment, ther'(‘ is no one in it at present lit to take (diarge of it even temjrorarily 
(iovernnieut ar'e not awiire that the officiating Direc'tor of Agricultur’e has any 
training or (‘xperien(‘e regarding fishery matters. 

(d) Apart from his advisory w'ork in this connection, the chief item of fibre 
work undertaken for the Government of India is an investigation into the 
])roduction of improved sunn hemj) fibre. 

(e) At jiresent it involves no touring; it wms on this understanding that 
the ari'angement w as made. 

(/) (0 Yes. 

(//) In order to obtain a post in the Zoologii'al Survey of India, involving 
more congenial w^orK, 

(Hi) D. Sc. and considerable zoological exjierieiice. 

(cM The 1 Ion’l)le Klember is refei red to l>age 393 of the Civil List corrected 
up to Dt Ajiril, 1920. ” 


By the Hon’blc Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri; — 

49 . 

(a) Will the (loveriimcnt be pleased to state — 

(i) why no Indians have been appointed as boiler inspectors, factory 

inspectors and smoke nuisance inspectors in Bengal; 

(ii) what qualifications are required of candidates for these posts; 

and 

{/?/) what is the procedure for their appointment thereto? 

(/>) Is it a fact that the Public Services Commission recommended 
complete Indianisation of these services? 

(r) If so. are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to give effect to this reconunendation ? 

(d) Will the Governmett be pleased to state whether opportunities will 
be given to Ifidians to fill up the two news posts of factory inspectors? 
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flnswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

Factory Department. 

# 

“ (a) (/) Because no qualified Indian has so far Ix'en available. 

• (ii) A liberal education, a good theoretical knowledge of enginet'ring 
science and a thorough practical experience in mechanical engineering, also 
a general knowledge of the principles of sanitation. In tlie t'ase of selectioiw^ 
in India, practical experience of facU^ries in the country, without experience 
in (’.Luroj)e, will suffice Age limit liO years'. 

(///) The prcH'edure is to advertise the vacancies K)cally. and if .suitablo 
men are not available, to ap{)ly to tlie Sei*retary of State to recruit men in 
the United Kingdom. 

{h) No. The Public Setvi('es Uomiuission recoininemliMl that Inspi^ctors 
of Factories should ordinarily be recruiU‘d in India after advertising vai ancies. 
[)iit that ^^ecTuitinent shouhl not necessaril\ be conhn(»d to natives of India: 
further that, only if no (jualified candidate is procurable locally should steps 
be taken for the ajipointment of offic ers from Kurope. the seleidion being made 
after adverti.semeiit and with the advice of the Home authorities. 

(r) F.ffect has already been given to the Uommission's recommendations. 

{d) In an advertisement of September, P.Mb, an Indian was specilicaillN 
mentioned as recjuired to fill a factory inspca'torship. but no suitable* candi- 
date came forward.” 


itolI.KR AND SMOKK NnSAM’KS 1 NSCKC'TOHS. 

“ {(i) (/) Indians with re(|uired (jualilicatioiis are not at present avail- 
able 


(//) Uamlidates are reejuired to hold fust class Hoard of I rade Uerti- 
ficate.s 

(Hi) Appointments are made dired from the* (jiialiheil candidates in 
this counti’v \’acancies are adverti.sed in the papers 

ih) No The Public Service.s ( ’oinmission n*coniinendcd that all ajiiioint- 
inents of boiler insjiectors should continue' to b<‘ made* in India but tliat 
selection shcmld not be absolutely limited to statiitor\ natives of India. It 
was also recoinrnendeil that it should bt' made cU*ar in the rule'; that Indians 
are eligil)1c‘ for appointment d he apjiointinent >1 Smoke* .\iiisanc(*s Inspec- 
tors was not c'onsidered b\ the Public Services ( ’ommission 

(c) Tlie })oint does not arise 


By th« Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

50 

With reference to the answer given to niv unstarred c|iiestir)n No of 
the 7th April last, regarding the total ex[»enditure on Sanskrit education, 
will the Government l>e [ileased to stale how tin* sai<l expenditure* compares 
with that of jhddrassa,^. maktabs and (jlher Muhammatbin educational institu- 
tions. during the corresfionding periods? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

‘ A statement is laid on the table.” 

6 A 


Santkrit 

eduuntipD. 
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Exportation of 
wlioat from 
India. 


Burma rice 
and ()tHDdai() 
clutii. 


KcviBion of 
aalark'B of 
public uervants. 


[iST JtrLT, 


Stalement referred to hi the answer to Question No. 50 (Unstarred) asked 
by the Hon'ble Babu BuojfnDRA Ki^UOR Hay ChaUDHURI at 
tneeting of 1st July, 1020, showing the total expenditure on Sanskrit 
education, niadi'dsas and maktabs for the years 1915-16 to 1919-20. 


Year 

Kipemlitiire on 

Expenditure on 

Eipendituie 

Sanrtkrit 

education 

Madranas 

maktabti 


Rs. 

llH. 

Rs. 


... 48,480 

1.41,907 

36,879 

1916-17 

... r>:co 8 o 

1.59,645 

,36,861 

1917-18 

... 58,014 

1.62,862 

1,37,645 

1918-19 

... 57,015 

1,77,167 

2,51,928 

19l9-2d 

74,555 

’"Actuals for first 
live months of 
1919-20 ... 57,268 

2,99,586 


* Fijfures for the rernaininjf ieven tiionthi^ are not available. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray Chaudhuri;— 

51 . 

(a) Are the Oovoriirnent aware that the restrietions on tlie export of 
wheat from India liave been or are proposeiJ to be sliortly removed? 

{h) In view of tlfe possible effect of such afdion taken in eonjiinetion with 
the removal of restrietions on tlie mter provincial movement of rit:e, are tlie 
(lovernin (‘lit considering the desirability of taking steps to ensure that the 
Ikmgal stock of rice is not drawn upon to an unusual extent bv the vvlieat 
consuming provinces ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

(a) No. tiovernment have not received any information to this 

efltH't. 

(b) No. (Government have no reason to contem])latc that the Bengal 
stocks of rice will be drawn upon to an unusual extent by the wheat-consuming 
[U’ovinces. ” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

52 . 

Have the Cioverninent received any representations from public bodies, 
such as the Indian Association, regarding the supply of Burma rice and 
standard cloth, and suggesting the control of the inter-jirovincial movement 
of rice? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ The answer to the question is in the affirmative.’’ 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri;— 

53 . 

(a) With reference to the question of revision of salaries of, or granting 
ndiel to, pulilic servants whose cases have not been dealt wdth by the 
Itinal Commission, are the Government aware of the recent action taken 
in ibis direction by other provincial Governments, particularly the Govern- 
ments of the Punjab, Bihar and Orissa and Madras? 

{h) Wliat action has been taken in Bengal ? 

(r) How does the action taken by Government compare with that taken 
by other provinces? 
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nswer by tli« Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

“ (a) (fc) and (c) If the reference is primarily to the salaries of minis- 
rial officers, the ^ngal Government are in possessi(»n of a considerable 
[lount of information as to rec^ent action Uiken in other [)roMnces Ihe 
)ole matter is at present under consideration/' 


f the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray Chaudhuri: 

54 . 

( 7 ) Are the Government aware — 

(a) that when the Mymensingli Idiairal* Ha/ar Railway \va^ lloaird iii 

1914, the promoters invited the pnhiu* to siihsmUe the lapital iu«*l\Miy. 
on tlie undertaking that the system would include la mill's of 
railway line between derria ,lanjad and Hagmara. and ilial up 
to date this portion ol the radway has not yet lu'i'n starird. 
nor has the land ever Uvn acipiired for it ; « 

(b) that this portion ol‘ the Myiliensingh Hhairab Ra/ar Fei'der 

Railway was projected to serve a trait of count r\. of Nslin li 
Sushung Durgapur is the chief collecting centre, winch Nearly 
exports several lakhs of maunds of rice, and largt' ijuantilies of 
timber, bamboos and other forest jirodiice, 

(c) that all such commodities as the above are reali/ing famine prires 

in the interior of the Mvinensingh district, and that at pn's»‘nt 
owing to the heavy cost of i‘artage to .lerria danjail tin' hulk of 
the prodiu'e of the tract of count r\ refer! ed to abovt' is diNcrti'd 
bv river eastNvards and is eventually distributed m areas on 
tile outskirts of the district without benelit in iht' central por 
ti(Hi or the populous capital id* Mymeiisingh . and 

{(I) that although the .\fym('nsingh Rhairab Ra/ar Railway has biH*n 
completelv opened for Iraiiii' ior onl\ a few months, the traPic 
receipts on tlie portion whii’h has been built aln‘ad\ sliow a 
return of between h pet* c(*nt and b percent on the capital cost, 
and that these results constitute a ri'cord in tlie history of 
railways in I ndia i 

(J) Having regard to the hi'iiefit and relief that tlie district of 
Mymensingli would enjoy b\ tlu' coinjiletion of the liiu' to 
Ragmara, are tlie Goserinnent considering tlu' desirability <»f 
moving the Itailway Ro;ir<l to take steps without further delay 
to enforce the fuUihm'iit of the obligations which w(*re under- 
taken liN the promoters and Managing Agents in the pro,^pec 
tus, hv which the\ invited thi' pubhi* of the district to siibsin’ilH* 
the capital ? 

( 7) Are the (government considering tlu* desiraliility of asking the 
Railwav Board to allot funds for the acijuisition of land iluring 
the cold weather season, 1929 21, ami thereby obviate' further 
delav due to land not being ai ipiired ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

‘‘ While recognising that the construction of the danjail Ragmara 
iranch of the Myiiiensingh Bhairab Bazar Railway would jn-ove of Ixmeht 
o the country which it would serve, (Government think it unnecessary at 
)re8ent to move the Railway Board in the matter. 

The Railway is owned by the Mymensingh-Bhairab Bazar Railway Gon*.- 
^any and (Government consider that the Company may l>c relied on to move 
he Kailw'ay Board as soon as it is in a jxisition to complete tlie construction 
)f the branch.*' ^ 
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By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudburi:— 

55 . 

(rt) Is It a fact that there are two leave vacancies iu thelmnen .i 

Bengal anti that the Deputv Director of the Eastern 
o4n d appointed to act in both these vacancies in addition to h,. 


(^0 Is It a fact that members of the Provincial Service in Bengal arr 
systematically deprived of leave vacancies in the Superior Agricultural 
service, even if their academic qualifications are equivalent to those of t'lr 
European iriembers? 


(c) Is it a fact that the members of the Imperial Agricultural Service 
are linancially benefited when they hold charge of posts in addition to their 
own duties and that the merits and demerits of the Indian Officers are iud<n'(l 
by these officers ? ' ''' 

{d) Will the Government be pleased to state— 


(?) whether any officer of the Provincial Service has ever been 
appointed to any of these leave vacancies; and 

(n) if not. why not? 


(f) 0) Is it a fact that Mr. Finlow has officiated as Chemist and Botanist, 
Mr. Hector as the Chemist and Fibre Expert and Mr. McLean as Cheiiii.Nt 
and Botanist in addition to tlieir respective duties? 

(u) If so, had they proved efficient in regard to the duties wliicli were 
re({uiredpf them in their respective appointments? 

(/) What are the essential qualifications required for members of tlie 
Expert Section ? 

ig) Is it a fact that academic distinctions and capacity to conduct 
researx'h in subjects, with special reference to Agriculture, are the (hici 
requirements? 

(/() Are the testimonials given by the Professors, under whom the IVo 
viijcial Service men were trained, of any value in determining tlie caj)abilities 
of Indian officers in respect of the above two qualifications or does the 
Director finally decide this question, and, if so, is he (lualified to do so witli- 
oiit giving them a trial? 

(/) Is it a fact that in other provinces^ men from Cornell, etc., witli 
similar (jualifications as men of the l*rovirumVl Service in this Pro\ince are 
officiating as Chemists, Botanists, Entomologists, etc., in the Imperial 
vacancies? 

{j) Is it a fact that in Bengal there are three or four men with excellent 
training in Chemistry and Botany in some of the best universities of England 
and America ? 

(k) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of giving 
some of these men a fair trial in the future leave vacancies? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a) There are two vacancies in the research branch of the Imperial 
A<j:ricultural Service in Bengal, one a vacancy in consequence of the tem- 
porary deputation of the Economic Botanist as Imperial Economic Botanist, 
and the other in consequence of the transfer of the Agricultural Chemist 
Irom the prqvince. The Deputy Director of the Eastern Circle is in charge 
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the current duties of the office of the Agricultural Chemist pending the 

uj) of the appointment by the Secretary of State; but he has not beeji 
|Kuntc(l to otliciate as Agricultural Chemist. Cntil recently he was also 
charge of the current duties of the office of the Economic Botanist, but 

D. Datta, a member of the Provincial Service, has no^^ Ix^en temporarily 
{lointed to officiate, subject to the control and direction of the [lermanent 
onomic Botanist. 

(b) No. Rai Rajeswar Das Gupta Bahadur, when in the Provincial 
rvice, officiated in the Imperial Service as a Deputy Director. 

(c) The answer to the first part of the question is in the affirmative. 

, re^uirds the second {>art of the question, it is their duty to jud^e the merits 
d (femerits of the officers employed under them, but lla^ final decision 
ns with Government. 

(d) (i) and (ii) The Hoirble Member is referred to the answer to (a), 

) and (A-) 

(r) (i) The answer to the questuui is in the affirmative as regards Messrs. 
u\ow and HecU>r, but not altogether so as regards Mr McLean In 
a^ird to Mr. M(‘Lean the Hoirble Meml>er is referred to the answer to (//) 

(//) Yes; but the scope of the research work lias naturallx Imhui restricted 

if) and ((/) l‘or information on these (questions, the Hon bh' Mmnber is 
Uu'ied to the Rejiort of the Jhiblic Services Commi.ssion 

Oh\iousl\ when such an officiu’ enters the .ser\ i< e lor the first lime, 
■oleinical (|ualilications hut not necessarily testimonials of jirole.ssors. arc 
s(^ritial Hut when he has entered the service. Ins acadeinica! or other pre- 

(Hialilications arc ordinariK of less importance than the quahU oi the 
>ik acluallN (lone Iw him in (iovernment service An\ final decision rests 
itli 1 jo\ernnuMit 

(/) (Joveniiiiont arc not in a posHinii toaii.^wof tins (|Ufst ion lully I hoy 

nnl\ (iciinito iiifonuation ir^'anling two siicli casos 

( i) 'riioif art* lour men who took depoees abroad Two took liotaiiN as 
R* ot'their suhjecls and a third took cheiiiistrv 

(/,) The IJonlile Memlier is referred U. the answers to {»/)and ('d Apnri 
om tlie faet that orders are awaited on the f-eiieral iiiiestioii in roniieetioii 
111, tiie reeoimiiendations of the Ihihlic Services (•omiiiissioi, (ooernment 
lunot -Mve anv iindertakiiif' tliat the men in <inestion w ho heloiip to the ndmim 
trative branch will be given a trial in tl.e researcli branch oi ^ 
ider contenijilation to form a jirovincial research branch; ^ 

lestion in eatdi individual case as to whether the oflicer has .lie 

bv Ins work in the department U. Ik* tried or. given proniotmi. out. . f tbo 
•an'ch for which he was recruited In tins connection ‘lb. ’ 

ferred to the answer to (luestion \o .') (unslarred) pul h> the » on hie Kai 
ahemlrl Chandra M.tra Bahadur on the 7th .•\..nl, 11)20, winch it was 
ated that the research and a.lministrative l.ranehes ol the Department aie 
‘diiiiirily treated as distinct. 


y the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray ChaiidhuH 
56 . 

Will the Government be pleased to .state— 


WAi4»rwftyt 

iji 1 diviaioiih »« 

(a) how many waterwais divi.sion.s and siibdivi.sions were there in 191S *ub<jiviiiuni 
and 1910 and how many are there at present; 


(fc) whether any such 
abandoned ; and 

'c) if 80, why ? 


waterw'avs divisions have been recently 
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Answer* by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowiey: — 

(ff) One temporary division at Dacca and one subdivision at Khulna 

(b) The Dacca temporary division has been closed for the present but 

the local Oovernment is in correspondence with the Government of India 
on the subject of the formation of a permanent division there. , 

(c) The division was abandoned owing to the following reasons: — 

(/) iiisufliciency of staff, 

(u) hu’k of di’edgers, and 

(?//) financial and other considerations. ’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

57. 

((f) Is it a fact tliat the students of the Dacca Medical School are 
rcMjuired to coiut' la Calcutta three times during their course of four years' 
study t,o a[)f)(uir at the Bedard’s examination ? 

(h) In \ lew of the expense and inconvenience to which the students aiv 
put })\ this arrangement, are the (jovernment giving the matter thfur 
consideration ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ {(f) ^’es. 

(h) 'I'lie expense and inconvenience are unavoidable. Other students are 
put to the same expense and inconveniema' in attending the (hilcutta UnivcP' 
sity examinations 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

58. 

Will the Government be pleased to state-- 

(/) what is their intention with regard to those political prisoners and 
dvtetfffs who have not yet been released as a result of the Koval 
amnesty, and 

( //) what is their present number ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ (/) All diteuffs under the Defence of India Rules have been released 
It is intended to release the State prisoners still in custody as soon as this 
can be done Avith due regfard to the publics safety. The cases of those who 
before their conviction under the ordinary law were members of revolutionary 
societies, have recently been examined, and in vsome cases certain action has 
been taken. In the remaining case^s, it is not intended to interfere with the 
sentence passed by the Court. 

(//) There are at present 19 State prisoners in custody, and 47 convicts 
Avho before their conviction were members of revolutionary societies As 
staled above, there are no detenus restrained Under the Defence of India 
Act." 
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y the Hofi’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray; — 

59 . 

(r/) Will the GovtM’iinieiit l)e pleased to state tlie distance l>t‘t\veen tne riio JoKsort 
essore district head(|Uarters and the Maj^ura siihdivisional liead(|narters 
n<l the time titken and route followed in reaching one from the other in 
iftVent seasons of tlie year ? 

(b) Hov\ far is communication hetween these t^No placi^s hemg further 
ffected by gradual silting u|) of the rivers in this l(H‘alit\ ^ 


answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ {(I) The distance h\ road, which is the most direct route from rlesscre 
isti’ict headiiuarters to Magui’a the subdivisioiial headcjua rttus, is *2^ miles 


The routes usually followed arc 

( /) In the winter season- 

by rail, dessore to Dowlatpore l.l hours 

b\ river steamer. Dowlatpore to 

Dhow ha .11.1 hours 

by country boat. ('howlia to 

Magura ... . 1 hours 

Total . . 17 hours 


( //) In th(‘ rains 

by rail as ab(i\e .. D\ hon!*s 

b} river steamer. l)(wslatpore to 

Magura .. Dhl hours 

Total la hours 


(///) All the year round 

by rail, dessore to dhenida ... d liours 

and thence from dhenida t(» Magura 

by road in the winter miles hours 

or i)y countiy ijoat iii the rains 2H 

miles hours 

i h) I liere is no evidence to show that tlie rivers us(‘d bv the steamer 
>er\ice are deteriorating, there aie a few shoals Iwlow Magura in the Naha 
^anga. which are long-standing but have improved slightly during recent 
.ears.” 

By the Hon'ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

60 . 

(n\ TIas there been anv ruoposal iKdore (Government for connecting luiiway 
Magura and de.ssore with a raiiwav line iM.twwM) ? 

(b) If so, when was it last considered b\ (Government and with what 
result'? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) The Hon’ble Memlier is referred to a rommuttufNt' of 3rd March, 

1020. which was issued to the press on this subject, d lie (if^vernmeni of 
India have decided not to proceed with schemes for the extension of the hroad 
gauge raiiwav beyond dessore for the present. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

61 . 

(a) Is it a fact that when the proposal for opening the Jessore^ 
Jhenida Railway line was made, a suggestion was put forward in a note, hv 
the then Vice-Chairman of the Magura Local Board, for its extension u}) to 
Magiira, pointing out that the line could not t)e profitable without jHich 
extension ? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Jessore-Jhenida Railway has, as a matter of fact, 
been showing a loss account? 

(c) (?) Is any extension of the Jessore-Jhenida line under consideration 
at f)resent? 

(?/) If so, in what direction is such extension proposed to be made: and 
(???) how^ far will the town of Magura be benefited thereby? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

" (a) It is understood that a note on the sul)ject referred to w^as presented 
by the Vice Chairman, Local Board, Magura, to the District Boaial of 
Jessore in 1909. 

(h) Yes. 

(r) (?) No. 

(//) But a re(‘oniiais.sance survey for an extension from Jhenida to 
Salkopa was sanctioned by the Ibiilway Board in July, 1919. 

{Hi) Salkopa lies to the north and Magura to the east of Jhenida 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

62 . 

Will the (lovernment be pleased to state — 

{(i) in which districts l*rices Committees have been foi’ined together 
w ith the number of their nuunbers; 

(/>) the |)rmciple followed in their selection; and 

(r) their specific functions and powers? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ {(i) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) ddie selection of members on the Prices Committees has been left to 
the discretion of the District Officers, but the instructions to them are that 
at least one third of the members, but not more than one-half, should be 
merchants or traders and that, where possible, editors of reputable news- 
paj)ers should be placed on the Committee. 

{<’) The functions of the Committee are— 

{1) the ju’ovision of verified fa(‘ts; 

(g) the dis.semination of correct information regarding the jiroblems 
of high prices and the measures taken to counteract them; 

(J) the contradiction of false rumours; 

{Jf) to. offer practical advice; and 
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(5) as individuals tn earn' out such advice or such local measures as 
will have a salutary effei t In doing so. the memlH^rs will act 
merely in their private capacity and possess no spei'ial powers 

The Committee is not precluded from t^tfering the Collector any practical 
dvice which he, or (iovernmenl alone, lias the p(»\\er to carry out 


trfrrrtA /r/ in titr nnsnur fn Quistion Xa 6V i ('nst irrt'd) nsfctnl 
hi! the Hnn'hlf 1$AIU' BhaHKNOUA (’IIVNOUV h*AY, (if th(‘ meetinij 
of 1st Jnh/, shannnf/ tin no tnf)er nf fnrnifn^rs an Distrirt l^riees 

('fnntnit ters. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

63. 

(^/) Has the attention of ( iovei'nnicnt hecn dra\Mi to liie various reports 
of deaths and snic'ides. due to j)rivation, in difyerenl parts ol the provinci*'^ 

(h) If so, will the (jovernment he phrased to inak(‘ a statennuit in regard 
U) each siK'h report as may ha\e reacheil them, giving particulars aiiout the 
inquiries held thereinUi ! 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: 

“ (a) The attention of Government has drawn Uj certain re|>ortH 

of deaths and suicides from privation, of which reports there has recentlj 
t)een a recrudescence. 

{b) Government have instituted inquiries into such refKirts; but replies 
have not been received except in respect of six cases in the Madaripur su(>- 
<livision of Fandpur. These reports, it has been ascertained from the Col- 
lector. Mr. J. N. Roy, are without foundation. No details are available.” 

7 A 
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Questions and Answers, f 1 st Jt ly 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

64 . 

Will the (joveriinierit be plea.sed to make a statement regardin'’' 

,, extent of .scarcity and di.stre.s.s prevailing in difl'erent parts of the Presidenev 
and the stejis propo.sed to be taken to alleviate the .same? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

“ Apart from di.stress on account of high prices, there is some distress 
t,he Gopalganj and Madaripur subdivisions in the district of Faridpin 
I'oi' information regarding this, the Ifon’ble Member is referred to the state- 
niciit laid on the table in refdy to starred question Xo X by the Hon'Me 
Jvai Sri Xath Pay Bahadur. The hhadmlok on small fixed incomes and tlio 
poorer classes are the [irincipal sufferers from the present high jiricc' 
There is, however, rea.son to believe that the larger jiortion of the cultivatiii'r 
pornilation arc beneliting from the high prices obtainable for their iirodme'' 
Iherc is no scarcity of foodstuffs. The direct mea.sures which (lovernmeiit 
have taken to .steady the price of rice and to iirovide a comparativelv cheaper 
rice are - ‘ 

{]) to arrange for a largely increased .supjdy of Burma rice foe, con- 
sumption in Bengal at controlled rates in accordance with the 
procedure adopted last year: and 

{2) to arrange with the (lovernment of India that there .should be no 
exfiort of rice to foreign countries from Bengal in the (|uarter 
duly to September. 

For further information the Ilon’ble Member is referred to the state 
ment which will be made in connection with analogous resolutions to be moved 
at the firesi’iit Council meeting.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

65 . 

(a) TTas the attention of Government been drawn to a letter written 
by Sir J’rolulla Chandra Ray in the /fcaya/cc of the 10th .Tune last referriinr 
to a firolonged detention of the ferry steamer from Hufi.sa to Khulna in nini 
stream and to the serious incoinciiience resulting therefrom to ))assenger.s 
from Bagerhat to Calcutta and Barisal ? 

{b) Tf so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to prevent such occurrences in future? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) Yes. 

{h) The attention of the joint Steamer Companies will be drawn to the 
alleged inconvenience.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

66 . 

(a) Will the Government be jileased to make a statement showing the 
increase, if any, in the establishment of the Criminal Intelligence Department 
temporary as well as permanent, since the promulgation of the Defence of 
India Act, and the resulting increase in expenditure year by year? 

{b) How much, approximately, of the said inefease (if any) in establish- 
ment and expenditure, respectively, was necessitated by the administration 
of the Defence of India Act and other war measures of a similar nature ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

(//)an(i (b) A statement is laid on the iil)rarv table .'^howin^ the perma- 
nent inerease and the temporary increases of establishment of tiie Intelh^mce 
Ikaiich of the Criminal Investigation l)e]>artment that have Uvn sanctioned 
since the promulgation of the Defence of India Act. and the hnancial eH’ect 
[)f those increases. I he additional temporary establishment sanctioned from 
time to time was necessitated by the general increasi* ol work falling nj>on the 
Department; it is impossible to allocate it to the administration of partu’ular 
Acts 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray Chaudhuri: 

67 . 

(a) Is it a fact tliat the legality of certain m<‘tliods followed b\ the M\v^h\ 
Settlement authorities for revaluation ot cesses was called mtr) (|uestion in ,n 

a recent suit in the Second C'ourl of tht‘ Mmisif at 1‘abna, and that the said 
suit has been <iecreed against the Sec-i‘etar\ of State ^ r. saiu«tjoji. 

{b) 1 f so, will tlie ( h)\ (M'unient lie pltsised to gi\e a // of the MiiU'^if’s 
judgment, l)rietly stating the facts tound b\ the Muusif in Ins judgment, and 
the ^regularities in iht' prociMiuie reftu’red to thei-mn' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: 

" (a) \>s 

{b) A coj>\ ot tin' Munsit s judgment is phice<l on the librar\ talile It 
i< proposed to hl(‘ an appeal 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray Chaudhuri: 

€ 8 . 

W ill the (lovernment be pleased to state 

{(I) wliat (|iiantit\ of ric(‘ has binm (*\j)orted from liengal since tlie Kxpt.rtatmi* 
removal ot the restrictions put on th»’ intei provincial move- 
ment of rice, and 

{b) how' it has alTected tin* rici* markiM in tlii-> I'nvsidi'ucy f 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:- 

“ {(i) The TIon'ble Member is prt‘sum;ibl\ refeiring to the (‘xpoit to 
other provinces of nee, (>ther than controlled Ihirma rice I he following 
statistics are available uj) to the middle of Ma\ for exports since the 1st Af)ril, 
the date of the removal of the restrictions put on the movements of nee 
other than controlled Burma nee. 

'1 4tn- 

Exports ... ... ... 31,240 

Net exports ... ... ... 22,440 

(b) The figures contain O.(KK) tons which were allotte<l by Government 
for export l>efore the removal of the restrictions, lait which were actually 
exported after their removal. It is impos.sible to .say what tlie effet t lias l>een 
m the market. The actual effect of the exfiort i»f so small a (juuntily should 
lave been inappreciable, but it is possible the rumours f)f large exjiorts unduly 
ifFected prices.’' 
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(a) Is it a fact that oue Rebati Cliaran Nag, son of Raj Kamal Nag 
of tlje district of Tippera, was interned under the Defence of India Act ami 
died during the jicriod of his internment? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to make a statement relatiinr 
to his internment and death, with jiarticular reference to his age, education^ 
date and jilaces of internment, date, place and manner of his death, the date 
on whit:li his father was informed by Government about his death, and the 
procedure and result of any inquiry held by Government into the circuiu- 
stamies of his death? 

[rj {/ j 1 la\ c tin* ( ioy»Tnm(ml recessed any rcj)r(*S(‘nlalj()i] froOi his fallnr 
relating to his death? 

(//) If so, what are the facts set out therein and wdiat action have Gov- 
ernment taken thereon ? 

(d) Js it a fact that (liandi (liaran Nag, another son of Raj Kamal Nag, 
contracted tuberc^ulosis in the liangoon Jail while in confinement there under 
Regulation 111 of 1818 and died from it at home where he w'as subsequent!) 
interned ? 

(e) (/) Have the Government received an\ representation from Raj 
Kamal Nag I’elating to the death of Gliandi Ghai’an Nag^ 

{//) If so, will the Government l)e pleased to state the j)urport thereol. 
and wdiat action has been taken thereon ? 

(/) Do the Government propose to make aii\ n‘j)aration to Raj Kamal 
Nag for the death of his two sons in su(‘h tragic circiimstaiu’cs ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ (//) and (b) It is not a fact that Jh'hati Gharan Nag was ever arrested 
or interned. 11 is house was searched and possession was taken of certain 
arti(‘les belonging to him, but he had himself al)sconded and was never 
arrested. Information reacluMl Go\ernment at a latei' date that he had been 
murdered b\ members of the revolulionar) jiarty. Government have little 
doubt of the truth of this niforniat ion but are unable to disclose its nature 
or source. 

(r) (/) Yes, a petition was recei\ed on the 2()th March addressed to the 
Additional Se(*retary A later petition dated 2()th May addressed to His 
Excelleiic) the Governor has also been received. 

(ii) The first jietition asked for details of the death of Rebati Cliaran 
Nag. Sucdi information as it was possible to give w’as given to the petitioner 
through the Additional Superintendent of I’olice. Tippera. The second 
petition also asks for further details. 

(d) It is not a fact that Chandi Charan Nag was interned at the time 
of his death He was not placed under any restraint by the Bengal Govern- 
ment on Ills return from Burma Regarding the circumstances under which 
lie contracted his illness in Burma a cojiy of the communiipie on the subject 
issued bv the Burma Government on 11th June. 1917, is placed on the table. 

(r) (/) and (//) Representations have been received from Raj Kamal 
Nag regarding the death of his son, Chandi Charan Nag. The general 
pui’jHvrt of these representations have been to the effect that his son was 
innocp^nt and was ill-treated by the police in Burma; that the father was 
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,en(lent on his son and theT'efore praved tliat an allowarue slunih) U' 
I'nted to him. The hist representation \\as addressed to tlie Seeretaiv of 
ite and was forwarded to him 

[f) The Bengal Government liave deelineii to irrant tlie re(jiiest of Kaj 
iinal Nag for an allowance. The Secretary of State's orders on his last 
IreNentation have not yet been received ' * 


f\,py of the communique referred to in answer to Question So. tAJ (d) of 

• 1st July, 1920. 


DEATH OF A RANCiOON DHI KNU. 


“ New India’s ” Allec;ations Reftti d. 


Rarujoou. 11th June, 192 <t 


'File following firess note was issued to da\ 'Fla* local ( Jo\ (‘lairntnit has 
*11 in Seir India of the l^oth May, lhl7, an arti(‘l(‘ entitlta) ‘ A ’Irag(Ml\,” 
atinir to one riiandi Charan Nag, native of Tpalata in Ihnigal, nnIio N'as 
nlined in the Rangoon Gentral .lail and afteiA\anls died at Ins lionie m 
iiLral The local Government thinks it desirable to issue the following 
iteinent of facts. 

('baiidi Gharaii Nag was aiTcsted at Rangoon on tin* otli ()< tol)(‘r. Ibib, 

(1 on tin* 7th OctobcT’ lli(‘ local (ioNcrninent inad(‘ an order iiiidiM’ the 
L'l-ess into India Ordinance. Ibl4. dirt‘ctin<j his dr‘tenlion in the Ihincooii 
.|)(i;d Jail 'Fills onler was mad(' as it was consid('red necessar\ to kt‘t*p 
hindi diaran Nag in conhnenient while iiKjtiiry was being mad(‘ into Ins 
aia.ter and antecedents In danuaiw RMti tin* huail ( iox ei nintnit . having 
viM’d a petition from C’liandi (’haraii Nag's fathin- asking be- iniorniat i(»n 
Midne^ Ins son’s c-ondition, called for a r(*port on t’handi t'haian Nags 
ite of h(‘altli The Sufierintendeiit of the dad irported on th(‘ 2nd Feb 
ar \ IbRb Gliandi Gliaran .Nag had b(*en iimhn’ t r(*at nanit in tin* jail liospi 
1 and liad lost wTiglit. l.iit was tluMi coiiv ah^scent , and iinle.ss some nnbjre 
iMi circumstances should arise be was bk(‘l\ to iiiak(‘ a good r.‘( o\(‘i \ 1 he 

.al (h)vernment informed (’bandi Gbaimn Nag's iati.m ot t bm and told 
m t\\at h'\s son’s release could not be ordereti at tliat tim(‘ l»ut that a lurtiier 
mimuincatum would be made to bun sbortlv Meanwbde tbr nepnrv into 
bandi (’baran Nag’s antec(‘deTits bad be(*n coiiipb‘ted ami tbe lacts were 
uxiited to tlie (iovaumment of Ibmgal. who wine asked whcthei Chandi 
haran Nag nnglit be allowed to proieed to Ins native pbrne as it was not 
msidered desirable to allow him to remain at libertv in Ibitnia )n the 
4tb I'ebruarv tin* Su])erintendent ol tlu* Rangoon dad r(‘p()Tt(‘d ( liamn 
'iiaran Na- was ])ro<rressing less tavourablv and tubercular c.)nsumption 
MispocUMl Tl.<- e. al tcl.-rapl--) n,!u, mat ,n,, to tbr 

Ovrrn.net.t of Bei.oal ,a.Hl on tlir :i.a| Man ), nanuai a rrp v tl.at ban. . 
■baran Nau n.iobt i«- srnl to CaK utln la- or.I.M .1,..-. i u.-- baml. ( barat, 

■ ar V release fr.H.t |ail ami .lesi-at. b to bi.s lama- m uaa then msn.-.l an. 

,s tatber uas inf..rme.! bnt tla- Sn,...rmt.-.a enl of tbe lianm...., .la.l repotte.l 
•ban.li ('baran Na-’s bealtb ba.l -till tnitber .letet lorate.i s., as t.. n-mler 
am unfU t.. travel to Imlia ami re.-..nirneml.-.l la- Ih- releaa.-.l in Kano.,., n ami 
.linittb to tlie Kam'o.,n (f.-neral il.ispital On tla- same .lav an .,r.l.-r 
!ne, t.m‘ Cbaml, Cbanin NaoS .l.-s|.at. b t., ( ab utta was sn-p.-ml.-.l am be 
vas reUnise.l fro... fatl ami tnn.b- ..ver to b,^ tatla-r bv vvlmn. b- I'U;; 

0 tbe Hanooon Oeneral Hospital lor lieatment On tb J»tb -'Vl-nl tb , 

1 ^ !• 1 ) 1 I i, ,1 1 1 1 ;» \ 1 11 fr }•* « s , \ • u .'I I ♦ po; t ) r oil) lie* me< 1 1 eu i 

npennSent oUbe Hener;! Hospital tbal Chari.l. Charan \ao was fit U, 
ravel. recminmen.ie..i be .sbonl.l U- sent to b.s b.»,ne by a steaine.r leav.i.o 
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Sir (diaries Stevenson- Moore. 

RiinL'oon for (Calcutta on the 25th April, and this arrangement was sane 
tioii(‘(i hy the local Government and carried into effect. 

It appears Chandi Charan Nag died about nine months later, 
hi the article in 'New India it is alleged that the local Government s 
order directing the confinement of Chandi Charan Nag was based dn Ins 
fat her ’.s answers to (juestions, the answers being mistranslated into Englisf 
by an officer of the Rangoon j)olice. That is not correct. Tliere was nothiii(r 
in the father’s statement as recorded by the police which could be used against 
tlu' son It is alleged the father was refused information regarding his son 
It is true the father was not allowed to interview his son in jail, but all 
infonnation regarding the son’s health wvas given to his father. It is further 
alleged that the jiolice removed (’handi Charan Nag from the Rangoon 
General Hospital prematurely and failed to give his father sufficient notioe 
so that f)ro))er arrangements could not be made for the son\s clothing and 
comfort on the journey. Chandi Charan Nag’s removal was ordered with the 
concurrence of the medical superintendent of the hospital and the father 
ret eived several days' notice beforehand and was warned to be in readiness 
His son was taken to him on the way to the steamer. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 


TH£i BENGAL AGRICULTURAL AND SANITARY 
IMPROVEMENT BILL, 1920. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

Th(‘ Ilon’bh' Sir (’hnrh's Strernson-Moorj' prescmtcd lh(‘ Report <d' 
1h(^ Select Conimitlee on th(‘ Ihma’al Agrimiltural and Sanilai'v I mprovtuneiii 

Rill. ni20. 

lie said : — 

“My Cord, I Ix'g to presemt i1h‘ lh‘poit '»f tin* Seh*ct (’oininitt on the 
Bengal Agrieultnral and Sanitary Improvement Hill, 1920, and, in iloing se, 
should lik(' to offer a lew n*inarks. 

The Bill was introduced in March last by Sir »lolin (summing and it vva^ 
his skilful hand which pilot(‘d the iiH'asun* ihrough the Select (hanmittee. 
] am sun*, Hon bh* Members will share with me the regret lhat he was 
compidltMl to leave India and transler his command to me before In^ had 
conipb'ted tlu^ task of st(‘(‘ring it through (\)uncil into the st'cure haven of 
the Statute-book. 

\\ hen introducing 1 In* Bill Sir doluj Cunimmg emphasised tin* fact that 
the B(*ngal Brainagi* A(*t and tin* Bengal Sanitary Drainagi* Act which this 
nieasur(> was d(*sigin'd to n*jtlace had failed, because their proct'diire was 
cumbrous and inelastic and In* explaim‘d tjuit oin*. of the main objects which 
had bei'ii kept in view in framing this Bill ainu'd at remedying those 
d(*l(*cts. Tin* ])rinciple of simplieity and elasticity in procedure has been 
maintaim'd by the Select (hunmittei*. lor its niainteiiance was recognised by 
them as btung essential if this legislation was to prove areally effective 
and popular agt*ncy for the amelioration of agricultural and sanitary condi- 
tions in Bengal. 

As the underlim*d portions of the Bill suffieiently indicate, the changes 
which were made by the Select (Committee were numerous, but they related, 
for the most pari, to matters of detail or points of drafting and do not call for 
specific iiK'nlion. There are, however, ontMir two changes of more importance 
to which 1 should like to make* a brief ref(‘re nee. 



677 


ll'rJO.] Bengal Agricultural and Sanilarg Improiument Bill. 

Sir Charles Stevenson- Moore. 

ClaUseB 10 to lo, as originally (IraFttHl, inaOf the Sanitary Boar<i an 
ap|>t>llale authority in respoct of major schoint's and oiu* of i hr links in tlu* 
Idiain of ailtlioriiioH throiiirh whom major srhrnirs would j)ro(,‘t‘rd 
(iovrninient for furinal sanriion. Tln^ Srh‘ci ('omnuttrt^ dt‘i*id(*d lo rlimi- 
iiaiftho Sanitary Board altogether, ilu*ir n'asons hidng that ihr Sanitary 
lioard, as at present c*onstit tiled, is im-ndy an advisory ImkIv and that it is 
nn[>ossil)le to forecast what form it will takr if it is rt'iained at all whm i he 
1‘iililie Healtli Departmtmt of Bengal is n‘orgams(‘d. The elh*et of tdimina- 
niiir the Sanitary Board is that appt^als against i Ih' aee»‘j)tance cn rejection 
,,[ major seliemes hy t lu^ rommutee will no\\ lie tlirta-i io tin- Lot^al 
(ievernimmt and that wlum major schem(\s have been aeenp(,Ml l»y the 
Committee ami are submitted lor sanction to (hoernment tlie I.oealCov* 
ernim iit will b(* fi'ce toeoiisiilt exjxMMs, or takt* any other, ad\'iee ne(*essary 
liefon* passing orders on th«*m. Idiis change make> simplicity ami gieatei 
dt'^patcli of l>usim‘ss. 

'Tilt' next change of importance was ma<le m elaiisi* 1 1. 'This clause has 
[•eeii redrafted so as to provjdi* that tln^ piN pai al ion or revision of a record- 
^Triglits shall be optumal instead ol compulsory 'bhe Seh el Commute)' 
\v(‘r(‘ induced t o make this alteration because it wa^ i lioimlu that tla'ie W) lO' 
cases in which the elaborate formality of l h is procedure woiiM pro\ e umieet's- 
>ary and that lh«'r(‘ would b** other cas)'^ in which i‘ecoi tU-of-rig iii s had (putt' 
rec)'nlly betm ju’t'pir)'! or n‘vist‘d and ‘m wliD'li tin* pi*oc(‘)lin eoubl ob\ii»usly 
be d l>J))m.sed W itll. 

ibiss'iig on now t)> (dauses IH to -0 whicli d)‘al with apjH'rl lonim'iU ol 
'• 0 '-^t . tlmre are two points which <h*s)n*v<^ inentrui. Clau'^e IS I ] m has Im'I'Ii 
re)itaft**)l so as topro\i<le tlnu in apportioning oj^t as betw»M‘n dill)')‘«'nt 
class >s of landlor'ls ami tinianls tin' basis shall b«' tin* bein*lil likely t)» l»e 
d)'iive)l Iroin th)' iinprov )‘ment Ibin'ble M<'mb**F> will umlerstand that 
till"' [irinciph*. though souml in theory, w'lll pio\(' ex)')‘«')lingly (linieult l<' 
u’ork in pract iC(‘. lmh*e(l u can only be wotk)*d on broad liin-s wnthoUt 
regard to imUiculoils disiimUions ami d dlrn'enees. 

Idn^ apportionment [iroi'tnMlings which ai')* preserib»'d by I'lauses IS |(. 
bill 1 n t o I wo St ag**s. The a p|H)rtion iiK'iit o! tln'eo>t Im'I w«')*n t he s<*\ )*ral classes 
oi landlords and tenants aeoir'ling t o pr«*scrib)*)l i-atos is tin- first slag)*. 1 In- 
>)*)‘ond stagt* in\'olv)*s tin* calculation ol tin* )'xaet "iim due, i i om )*a)‘h lamll<>r«i 
and h'liant ami its tuitry in a d(‘tail(Ml stat-enn*nl. Now tin* Bill as ))riginal!y 
tlralunl f)r))Vid(‘(i for only om* app)*al to th)* < ’ommissDnn r, nann-ly. against tin* 

♦ ■111 i-y 111 t h)' d(*lailed statement . Tin* Seb-ei (^unmitt)-»- ha\e |<ro\id)i)l |)»r a 
snniiar appeal against t he appoia lonnieiit ord)*i also, an additi'Ui which will 
no )l))ubt <*omimmd its)*lf to lion bh* Meanbi-rs. 

( Uaust* 28 has bo-n ))initttMi alt og'*t In-r. I hi'' )'lause pi)>vnl)*d t hai m 
th)' eas<^ of an agricult iiral work a landloial might elect lo pa\ tin* a’lnaint )»l 
c' >st apporlnnied against his tenants and thus obiaiu t,he laglil to enhance rent 
on the ground of impi’) >vem)*nl . 1 In* claus)- wa" )^mitt)'<l mainly at tdn* 

instance of the majority ))f tin* lamllopl nD'inbers of t In' St‘h*(jt Coinmittoe 
wdio apprehended that the prrjvision w'ould )>p)*rate harshly on tin* tenantry. 

Lastly, a new clause 28A has been ins)*rie.l. 'flus clause contains a 
V)M*v necessary provision lor t In* dist ribut on, app)>rt lonnn-nt reciW)'i\ ))l 
costs not foreseen or pr))vi«led for in tin* original dist ril)Ut ion. 'rie- insertion 
of this clans** renders clause 21 in tin* oi igmal Bill u ninM‘‘*s.'^ai "y . It li.is 
thenTore beim omitted. 

I have u(}\\\ Sir. mentiom*)] the chief alterati))n> that have Injen made* 
in the liill, and it remains for me only to <*xpn*ss the acknowledgments ol 
^roveriiment to the mmnber.s of the Seletct L‘)mmitte)* f))r thmr heljiful 
co-o|>eration with Sir Jijhn Curnming and for the willing labour which they 
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The C'alcutta Pilots (Amendments Bill ; The Indian Bed [Ikt Jri.y 
(Jr(tss Society {Bengal Branch) *Bill. 

Sir Charles Stevenson' Jfoore ; Mr. ]]^aison-Smyth, 

(J('V()U*d lo their lawk. It is to l>e regretted that the report is not qun,. 
unaniiiiouH, ]»ut I think Hfm’bh* Members will find that the Bill has einerg*M| 
Iroiii tin* hands of the Seb‘(;t CoininitttH* iniieh iniprovcnl both in form aiw] 
HubslantH' and better fitt(‘d to take a worthy place amongst the prac^tical 
ineaHurc^s of a benefieimit cliaracter designed toinit)rove tlie general health uikI 
tin* material condition of tin' rural classes of’ Bengal which will be assoeiatcl 
in th(' annals of this Presidency with Your Excellency’s nanu*.” 


THE CALCUTTA PILOTS (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1920. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEMS Nos. 4—7- 

rin* llon’ble Sir (diai’lrs St,«‘Venson-M ooir movtd for h^ave to intro- 
duce a Bill toamem! the ('aleut.ta Pilots Act, lS5!b 

He said : — 

“My Lord, this ammidin^t Bill is a V(‘i-y simph‘ nu\asure. and is (h'siLrm'd 
mendy to launove an anachronism in the law. Ttn^ Paleutta Pilot A(!t was 
])a8S(Ml so lon^r a^o as 185!) and provided for the eonstitut ion of a special 
eoui’ttotry pilots who were (diar^n^l with bieaeh of duty and anioim’ iho 
penalties piasseribed hy section 17 of that Act is meludiul piinishnitmt hy lo,s^ 
of rank or pay. 1 Ik' Public S(‘rvices Ooniniission held that tin* ]»uiiish]iieiii 
ol pilots by t he r<Mluction of their earninpfs was unfair, and shoidd he donr 
away with. This form of jiunishimnit was also opposiMl to thr jMiliey 
of (lovin-nmenl . Tin' ammidment of t he P>ill which i.s now submitted to the 
(A)uneil has hemi prepared w'ith a view' to remov(‘ this ioian of f)ii iiishnient. 
This obj(^et is aelnVv(Mi by the (bdetion of the words ‘or pay ’ from stM-tion 17 
of th(^ Act.” 

Tht‘ motion was luit and a^nnul to. 

The llon’hle Sir ( diarh's Stevenson-Moore niovf'd His Excellency i he 
Pia^sident to suspend the Rnb‘s of Busim^ss to admit f>f tln^ Bill l)ein^ taken 
into considi'rntion. 

The Jb-('sident having (b‘(dared the ndes susj)end(Ml th(‘ Ilon’ble Sir 
(diaries Stevenson-Mooia* moved that tin* Bill b(‘ takmi into consideration. 

The motion \vas put and ag-n*ed to. 

Tht‘ Hon bl(‘ Sir rharles St t‘venson-Mooi’t‘ moved that tin* Bill !»(* 
jiassed. 

The motion was put and agiannl to. 


J THE INDIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY (BENGAL BRANCH 

BILL, 1920. 

LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEMS Nos. 8 & 9. 

'I'he Hoii'lilc Mv. Waison-Smyth uioved fdr leave to introduce a Bill 
to const, itiite a Beiifjal I’nn incial Branch of the Indian Red Cross SfX'iety. 

lie said : — 

“ My Lord, this Bill is a corollary of the Act which was passed at Delhi 
some lit-tle^tinie a^o to create an Indian Red Cross Society, and in intrixlucin^ 
that Bill, Sir Claude Hill gave a very interesting history of the Red Cross 
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Jlis ExcilUnicy the President \ Bahii B (' 

.venu'iit ill India, and wn li:ivt‘ nuiorp n*ah‘d that In t^u'fcnso ni our Statt^- 
,.nt of Objects and Reasons. T(‘ sum up. tlnn*o arotwo main roasons for 
w'liitini? an Indian Red Cross SoeiiUy. 'I'lir lirst is to take ovor funds that 
h^il over after tln‘ war ami to aiiministm- and imo thtmi for the allovia- 
noiW)f distn^ss in (‘ivil life, and the si'oond roason that thorc lias boeu a 
I ra^iie of Red Cross Socii'ties amon^ tho Alli‘*d and Assoclali'd I\>NN«‘rs ol 
(Jruvt Britain, France, Jtaly, .lapan and tho CnittMl Stal(‘H. and il Imlia lia*- 
j,<.,- o\vn Red (d-oss ScKM(‘ty she could lako hm* ]>lac(' in the t'ouneil the 

Inft‘niational Lt‘aj^ue of KihI Cross S<M‘ietit‘s. llm-.* in Bengal we alsn hav,‘ 

funds that havi‘ been left ovm- from La«ly (darmiehaors War Fuml ami ‘ Cur 
l)'iv Fuml. and wi‘ want a Soeu'ty to take thmn over and administer tlitun. 
1dii‘ Bill alsc) giv<‘s general powm* to tlie Somety Ironi time to time to extend 
jlj, splu‘r«^ in other directions for the ndiel ol sullering. Thi* Bdl has 
been drafted on t'xactly the same liiu*s as the Indian Red ('ross Soeiety liill 
and this will h(‘ a Btmgal Branch of the Indian Red Cro'^s Soeiet\, I there- 
lore ask this (’ouncil lor leave to intriHluee this Bill 

'Fhe motion was i)ut and .agreed to. 

'rin' iIon’ijh‘ Mr. Wat son-Smyt h in'Oed that the Bdl he I'elerotl to 
a Si'lect ('ommitttM* consisting ot the lion hie Sir Rajendra Nath Mookei'jec. 
ilir Iloidhle Sir Nilratan Sirkar. the llon’ble l>r. Ahdulla-al-Mamun 
.stiiira waidy. I Ik* Ilon’ble Mr. Bh(‘lj)s, the llon’bleMr Fieklord, the lion hh* 
Mr. X.* Roy, tin* llon’hle Mr. Marr and the inovtua with mstruelions 
lo siihmit th(‘ii‘ re])oi‘t in turn* lor its presentation at tie* August meeting ol 
I !]*• ( 'ouneil. 

Tile motion was put and agn e<l to. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


. C/c/cr rulrs for the dlseusslon oj mniters oj (/mend /eddir Infrnst. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEMS Nos. 10, 11 AND 12. 

The President said 

•• 'I'lir firsr llnv roHdlutions Maiuliiit; md thr paper tKiin. ly, ileiiis 

lit. 11 and 1:.', .all deal willi I Ilf same hiilijeei. and ii ^ I"' 

iiience of Council if tin* gtmt^ral iliscussK'n takes place on , <». a < t 

die Lreiienil discUHHinn Iiuh taken place, and rlie reply "I I le ,()\t innitn laK 
I.een tln-Hon’lile Mendier in whose name N" Miands. and the 

Hon'hle Memher in whose name No. C' s.an.ls still des.re to move their 
motions. I sh.all of course he prepared to pul ilieni Irom the (diaii, hut it will 
iu* convenifuit if the^ discussion takes place on No. 11. 


The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray movr,! the following 
resolution ; — 

This (Jouucil recommends to the Governor in Council that a Committee 

he appointed to inquire as to how tar the pre-es tj* J^-q,or(Tii'tr of the 
detriment of the people, being enlianced in some cases ij • le • ^ ' 

prices yielding an unreasonahle profit to persons engaged in 

handlin^ror distribution thereof ; and to suggest hues on winch legislative 
or executive action may, if necessary, he taken (o con ro e sam 
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Resolutions, 


[1st 


Babu B. (J. Roy. 


H(* said : — 

“My Lord, at tho very outsot I desire to say that in defining rhe 
Beopo of th(? inquiry which I propose. I have faithfully copied the preaiiil)!^ 
of the Liiglish Profiteering Act of 1910. My suggestion is that a Coinniittf^e 
should he appoint(‘d to inveistigate tin* wliol(‘ inatier and find out whether 
eircumstanec^H similar to thos(‘ that called lor th(‘ enactment of sp(‘eial 
legislation in Kngland (h> not pr(*vail in Bengal. I am aware that on a 
motion of Sir Dinshaw W'acha. a (Jommittee of the Imperial Legislativ* 
(.V)uncil was appoirite<l with a sonn^what similar (jhject. Although nearly 
a y(^ar has sine(‘ elat>s(Ml. tin* Committee has not yet submiited tlieir repori. 
and B(‘ngarK sole rej)resentati ve on it, the late Bai Sitanath Hay Bahadur, 
could not surviv(* its j)rolonged session. In my liumhle opinion, an all-ln»lia 
Committ.(*(‘. on this (pi(‘stion has been a mistake. It cannot, in the first plac»\ 
m('(‘t exe(q)t during tin^ legislative, sessions at long intervals. Andiiitht* 
second j)iace, it cannot invt^stigatc th(^ matter with that amount of inlimalc 
knowledg(‘ of varying Irx'al circumstaiH^es wliicli would [)o available lo 
Ih'ovincial ( ’ommitl(‘(‘s. 

My Lord, it will not do to shut our eyes to the lact that tin' prol)leni ef 
high prices is an extremely coni])I(‘X om*. Sonn' among the factors that aiv 
behind it arc' bc^yond the' (*onl rol of ( Jovernnnmt . Tiic're are others, again, 
that accjompany and find nourishmc'iit in economic unsc'l tlenu'iit, and c‘an 1m* 
elVecjtivcfiy cont rolb'd, if not alt ogc'l liei- (L'minated. It is in regard t o l hr 
latlc'r class oi cause's alone tliat the p(*ople c'xpecl (TrovernnicMit to intc'rfei’C'. 


I hope il will not be lightly assc'i'ted t-hai prolitc'eriiig does not llounsh 
in Ib'ngal. It has bet'ii loiind (*very "'lu'rc' els<* t.o bc' a principal c'lemc'nt ni 
the iirc'sent c'cOnomic difiicultic's of tin' world. And to deny its cxisteiicr 
here may b<* interjirc^tc'd c‘ither at^ an indication of an almost criminal apath\ 
on tiu' part of ( j!ov(‘rnmt‘nt towards tin* sufierings of the people*, or as want 
of courage to look facts in the face. 


L(‘t us consider the case of rice, and analyse^ lie- position ol your Lord- 
ship’s (Jovc'rniiK'nt from statenii*nts made* on difieienl occasions, mostly 
in reply to my epn^stions. ddn* crop of 1919“i?0 lias been quite' abundant. 
Kxport overst'as and to othc'i parts of India was controlh'd till April last. 
And ('Vc'ii alter a ])artial rcmioval ol this cont rol, no a[)]irc*eiahle quant ity 
ol riei' has h'it the bord<*rs of Bc'iigal. 'Idiere should thc're'fore Im* sufficient 
rice to nic'c't the dc'inands of this Presidenc*y. The (|uestion arises, who 
are tin* persons that hold this (*normous stock ? I ain ])repared to eoncedt' 
that the W(*ll-to~do among the cultivating classes are trying to hold on 
t-o a part ol their stcK-k. But an* tin* (Government in a position to 
state* approximatc'ly the* number or proportion of such cultivators who find 
it [lossible to rc'st'rve their grains in this manner? Have thc*y any rough 
idc^a as to tin* total quantity thus ](K*k(*d up in the granaries of these thrifty 
]H*asaiits ^ And how tar doc*s this eircumstancc* account for tin* detcTinined 
iifiward h‘nd(mey of the priet* of rice* in IGeiigal ? 

Some time back, your Lordship’s (loverument admitted that large 
])nr(*liast*s had bec'ii made by c«*rtaiii traders und(*r the* mistaken im[)ressi(»u 
that exfiort would be* allowed. M hc'ii I asked for detaih^d information about 
tlic'Sc* interesting personages, whose optimism had thus out-run tiu'ir prudence 
I was mc't with a {loint-hlank refusal, and we do not know any particulars 
ahout their transactions. Again, it was admitted that of late the rice trade 
has been receiving a gixKl dt>al of kindly attention from the amiable Marwari 
who was a stranger to it till very n'cently. We have not been told, however, 
as to how far the Marwari fa(*tor is ri'sponsible for the steady rise in prices. 
In view of the fact that Government have not so far done anything to .check 
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profit erring* pooph* whene V(*ry Invath ol lia* is sprrulalion 
Liiilge in tliin profiiable pastime. 


caimot but 


Mv Lord, it is reporttnl iliat some at least amon^ the reeenily or^aiiistul 
Ihstriet Prices Committees undtostand their primary duties le be to brinij in 
verdict that llu‘re is ik^ protitet‘rin^ in their bu-al areas, and that tln^ high 
maces liave bmndited tli(‘ cultivators vm*y much. 'Fhest^ venlicts may bt‘ 
very gratifying to those who an*, on llu* look-out for sonu* excise for mad ion. 
hiit* they ar(* not likely to deemye tin* peopha If an iinjuiry has to bi* made, 
it should be mad(‘ l>y an ind(‘pendenl ('omnnitta* in Cal(‘urta. act mg in lull 
,ra/.e ol’ lh(‘ public, and vt‘Ht(‘d witli am]>lc authority loserutimzt* and enlorce 
pnxiuetion of t‘yidenc.e. From anotlii*!- point of \!e\\, a sirong central 
(Committee would only Ik' an t‘ss<'nlial coniplemcml of iht' hctrict Ihnces 

( 'ominit Te(‘S. 


Mv Lord, so far as rlc‘ is conct*rned. the situation may be eased — to 
hewt'vcr small an ext(‘nt — by a sutheieiit sup]»ly uf ehea]) lUirnia net*. Ibil 
what about cloth’.'' Your Lordships ( h)vt*rnnient louglii shy ol standard cloth 
L'ct y(‘ar. and positiv«*ly dindiiied to(‘onsidt‘r tht' (jin stien ej its levnal i>nly 
the other day. ^"ct, can it Ix' saltl that protiteering d<>«‘S n »l pr'oail m regard 
leelotlr.'' Fv(‘n tin* Marwaris do not deny it . t Imngh they seek te justify it 
oil ('(‘rtam grounds. lJut t he t iiov<*rnnient el liengal is too afraid ol 
‘frightening tin' trader. 1 havt* not betui able to nndt'r-tand what due 
( oiiseijnences would folhoy if (iovernmeiit were to cht'ck the niidilldiian s 
pi'olit. and cut sln'irt the long journey ol the eot ton-g<HMls Irom the iinj>orter 
to the coDSunn*]’ llirough tin* hands of an ('iidless diam ol gamblers. 

My Lord the proposal 1 want to imt foiwvard i^ bMetl\ thi^ Let us lind 
out wdiel her sonn*bo ly is not making .abnormal profit- somewhere, either m 
the jiroduction. distribution or handling of eomnn MlitU's. particularly the first 
necessaries of life. or. in other words, wdietlier there are some a\ oidabh^ 
. h'm.uits in the high luaces. 'riu'iv haye been such iinjuiries b\ I'esponsiblc 
binlies almost in all other eiviliz(Ml countries. And there is no reason why 
we here should pretend to know’ e\erylhing by intuition and avonl an opmi 
inquiiy. Nt^xt, if as a result, o! such imjuirx it is found that piotit eering is 
among tlu' detmuiiining factors of r he sit nation. w<‘ shoiiM not shrink Imm 
applying the rt'medy that is being tried everywhere else wutb considerable 
success. \\C must not, in any ey^uit, pi'eteiid to be wusei' than the lot <»! tic 
w't u'Id. 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said: 


•• My Lni-a. it 1^. about two voai> .'ilo,, wli.-ii llo-r.. was riHr iii llio prioo ol 
salt, tliai I iiK.vod a |•.•solul loii ni your Lonlsliip's < 'ouiicil rrc oiinuciKlintr 
Koinc steps to lie taken wlm li would liavt- iln' i-niTi ol n'lni int: its I’'**''/- 
That resolution was pari 1 v ao.-.pi-cd by you r Lord.Mni) s tioveriiment . Ibis 
tim.- last year, tiie <late was the -Itli .iuly. 1919. 1 niov.-d a resoluliou hu^k.-hI- 
ing early uetion for i be redu.-ti.ui of lb.- burb prx'os ol ru e and o! leo iieeessary 
articles'of f.KMl, and also of (d-a a in I’.enual. In aee. |.iin(r that resolution tbo 
Hon’ble Mr.(now Sir Jobn, <-ununinu said, iliat the (iovernineni were not 

insensible to the sulf.'rings ol tlieir lieoes and api.reeiated i be wrionsnesh o 

till' situation. 'I'lnv were not oiiini|)otenl . iuit they bad taken and woubl 
continue to lake sueli action as lay witiuii the power ol a I rovineial <.overn- 
nient to .leal with tin- situation. h„ many of the nn^redi.-rits ol wliieli were, 
entirely beyond tli.dr control. 'I'lie .iistnct boards ami the munieipalities 
wer.- asked' as a ni.^asur.- of self-help to open d.-rsUs f.ir sale ol Hnrma rice 
and as a matter of fact sueb depots wen- opeuu-.d tbrougliout tb.’ lenfrtb and 
l.readtb of the land. an.I Burma rie.- savd the situation to some extent. We 
are. however, now confronted with a situation more aeiit.- than that wlucli 
had presented itself befon— the prices of all articles of f.K)l as well as that 
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of (^lolli having not only risen higher, hut tljere is a tendency for it to ri^f. 
hi^lior still. ‘From the way in which the ))riee of rice is rising now, h 
appears tiiat thort' will he ahnornial risc^ and attendant hardship this year, 
'riiese ar(^ the words of a (;ircular letter addressed hy the t ’oniniisjjioia.^ 
of the IVi^sidency Division to tlie Colh'ctor of the 24-Parganas on tli,. 
2iid .)un(‘, 1920. 


d'he following figures will illustrates wdiat I say : — 

(Wholesale price per maund.) 


(The 3rd week of June.) 
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In 181)7 wlnni I here was faniin(‘ in tim land — df'(dai*ed faniiii(‘ — the price ol 
ri(;t‘ was Its. h. The price of other f(H)dstiilFs was h'ss than half of what 
it is now. But now th(‘ pric(‘ of ordinary rict‘ is ahont Us. 8-8, whereas th( 
prices of otlu'r arlich^s of di(‘t hav(^ goiK' U]) iiioia* than douhle. The lasi 
rice Cl op was a fair oin* and i he profit ecrs wt'n* scmui in the distant villager 
with inoney in hand making large piirchasi'S. Wlu'ther these purcdiase.^ 
w(‘r(‘ ni.ide for th(‘ ])urposes of <'X})ort or for the purpose of holding up tin 
sto(jks and protiteering I am n"t in a ])o^ition to inform your Lordship*!" 
Government, hut the fact is tln‘re that Marwaris were found hovering 
about in distant villagi'.s with mom‘y in liand making large )>ur(diases of rice 
Gov<*rnment no d(>ul>t e(aild not stop su( h purchase's tlien, hut J think 
enquirit's ought to have hinm made' as to tin* purpose for which those jiundiasef- 
wort' htung niach\ If my rememhranee serves me right this fact was brought 
to tlu‘ notice of your Lordship's Govtummeut in this Oouncil at the time, but 
wi» are not aware if any and what steps were taken by your Lordship’s 
Govi'mimuit for pn‘venting such speculative purchases in the country. 
^\dlen the crop is fair. I mean normal, the people have a right to get it at 
fair price — 1 mean at a pric^e within the means of tlie average individual, 
l^ut whai an* the facts, the price of ordinary rice is more than Ks. 8 per 
maund, /. e., nearly double of what it is in normal times. We are not in a 
position to say defiuiudy whether the prices now prevailing is due to the 
actual agriculturists holding over the stcx*k or to profiteering. All we can 
say is rdiat there are indications to show that the profiteering is one of the 
factors. But Government which carries on the administration of the 
country ought to know the exact reason why, in spite of fair crop, there 
is this abnormal rise in price. It was commonly stated that the high price 
of riei* in Bengal earlier in the year was due to speculative trading with a 
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^ t*X]'ori. \\ Ihmi. h(‘vvt‘vt‘r. it was l>y liloverniin*nr that frtn* 

t-xp<»vT would not 1 h' allow(Hl, tin* prico t»l rua* doolliicd to a (•♦‘rtain oxtcuit. 
Till- was, liowevor, only tmnporary. It iimst Ik* adtniitrd that thnr ha,** not 
ImK‘ 11 any largo t‘xport of ric*o this year, ^o tlint thoro must lu* s(Hih* holding- 
up >trinowlu*ro within tlu' ])rovii)or itstdt. and ( u»\ mnnont should tind out it 
j jiiv is duo to spoon la t ion or to (hd'oct wv nirt Inxh of dist ri hut ion, or to Ik'I li. 

So far Isiok as th(‘ Ihth Maroli la>l t iu* Indian A''So<‘iat ion wroto to tin* 
(Miioi SociM'tary to t In* (irovrrninoni urging tha‘ wagon faoilili(*s sln>uM I'o |n-o- 
vnlrd ior t ilo niovoinont of rioo within tin* PiTSidtuicy xnIuco railways wcro 
1 In* onlv iinjiortaiit iiiodo of oonnnunioat ion. so as to rolirvo tlio nitiaio'ii in t ho 
prioo ol ri(‘(‘ in jiart.ioular part s of t ii*' Pr(‘Sid(‘n(‘y. And it apjh'ars iromtht* 
roply soiit hy t, li(‘ Ilon hlo Mr. McAlpm that tJiuornniont Wffo in lavoiir ol 
h'limg things alono and doing nothinglu way of providing sjK'oial laoilifirs m 
rliu inat.to: of supply of wagons lo i ho rioo t l ado That sonu* (plant ity of not* 
in I ho Prt'sidonoy is lying noar railway stations and has not Immmj hrought 
into 1 ko niarkot is jn'ovod hy uulopondont- inlorination rronvod 1>\ m*' in tho 

,*onr*^t‘ of my ompiirios. and* this Iroin a \ory losprot ahlo nor niri chant. 

1 have horn informed that if that rioo ho now hronght into tin* mai'kot it 
will soiisihly rodiioo it s price. lint on i hr allegation of shoriago o! wagons 
this rioo has laani allowed to la'inam wlioro it is. lying in ‘'omo int(‘rior 
railway station on l h(‘ Hast Indian Kailway. Ihit whoioas \volia\oa shortage 
I tf wagons hunktn'ing ooal is g(ung on. Tins is im doiiht a voi\ sori<>i;v matter 
and Is worth ompii ring int o. At tin' m**olino nl tin* haooa I’rioos ( ommitl.oo 
rooontly hohl at tin* ihsliiot Hoard oilier, the l>iro(*ioi oi ( ’i\ i! Siipj»hrs said 
1 hat iho iioo ol t ln‘ pr()\ inoo. w hn h was mnoh in surplus last yrai had not. 
jrono oiii t if Bengal and was not going out at prosrni as r\rry "th* i provinoo 
rxorj)! Bomhay !ia<l iKov a surplus. W’o won* fuithor told that Baiisal rio»* 
had not ovni h(*on sent up tot’ah utla m any very larg(* (jiiantity. and was 
not being eari’ied oNn-n now as oin* linn alone was holding a siM(*k <>1 Btdam 
rice 1 here of nearly d<Hl, ()t)(l maiinds 'Fhis w’.is saidir M*asviirrtln ))eo[»le 

that tlierr was no sliort;ige of ne<' in tin* pro\’inee. Ihil il this is a lact w'o 
ask t io\a‘rii iiient to intei’fere and d" what tin* nee<‘ssny "1 th*' situ.alion 
drinaiids. in vnnv jiart ieiilarly ol the (act that not* is selling in tin liatisal 
(list not itself, wliicdi on joys tin* reputation ol ln‘ingthe granaiw ol iiengal at- 
tlie jdiemuiKmal rate of Bs. 10 per niaund. 


W’itli i'('ferene(M o t In* import ol Ihirma i ice there ari* some imj'oriaiil 
facts wdneli has ooiiie to my noiire and wdiieh I am hound l-o place helort* 
your Lordship s ( ioviM'iinieiit . I’lie import of Ihinna no-e m largi* (piantiiies 
iias a wholesome l(*ndtmey to reduet- the [naee ol riCe aetiially in the eount-iy. 
When again tliere competition hei worn tin* impoiters of suc'h in-r. there is 
a grrat»*r tendency to reduet* its ])rioe But tin* laet is that only a low’ |)eople 
are allovv(*d to import Burma rioe, and t liesr importi'rs on aeeount of then 
liinilod nuinlrer art* ald<* to g«u tlieir own prirnt-. hnt peojrle outside the img. 
thos(* wdio are not among the favoured [ew.eannoi (‘oiiprote with lln-m 
HfUKte these favourc'tl hrw on aeeount of then- position, which they simply owe 
toilu* fa vour of (i overiinieiit . can w'ell afford to put upthe pMe» ol rice and 
dK’tate tlieii* owm t(M‘ms. In that ease tln*S(* few iinporu-is are in 
a manner ‘licensed profiteers . d he reiiH*dy i*' very siiipde. I^et 

lietmses he given to a very largo miniher of jreople. and hoMdes t in* 
fixing of a maximiiin wholesale pidce. h*t ;dl other sorts of restrictions 
he wdthdrawm and tlnm there will la- eom])et it ion. and the result will Ir* that a 
Very large cpiantitv wdll h<* [daeed Ixdore the piihlu' at a eompai at i \ <‘1\ less 
profit. I tliink that tht‘ pivsenl high prior* of rice is partly due to prr, fitoermg 
and partly to other eausi*s. If it is dm* to profiteering w'e ask Grworninent to 
put a stop to it. ff it is dm* to any other cause, we ask Gf>vernuient to do 
the needful so tliat wt* may get that whicli is tin* staple artude of forKi oi 
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(Jic peoples ()!' IIjIh country at a normal price. We are aware that Govcrniiien! 
hav(* already H()unfl(‘d the Ux-win of alarm, and district officials have askt^i 
district Ixxirds and municipalities to mak(‘ purchases of Burma rice lo 
I)rovide against contingencies. My Lord, this is no doubt a very wise step lo 
take*. But wc are forced to ask, why should we starve or beg for our daily 
fofxl from other countries wlien we ourselves have got sufficient food in our 
own country? 

The (question naturally aiuVcs, whether th(‘r(' is or was suffieit*nt fo(Hl in 
our own country, or is it the fact that Bengal is suffi*i'ing from the world- 
wide shortage of food? If tilt* latter, oui- position is helpless ami wt* ear 
suffer in silenta; and in tears. If, how(‘V(n-, that is not the east*, wt* hav(‘ 
right U; aj^proaeh your L'>rdshi])’s (/ovt'i-nment to find out tin* ]t‘mt*dy anc 
relit've tin' country from the distress imw prt'vailmg. 


Another iirincipal article of food rt'garding which wt* think then* has bcei 
somt* protitet‘ring is ‘sugar’. We luinnot reasonably object to a firm n 
Marwaris having purchased tin* whole of Java sugai- for 75 lakhs of rupt‘ef 
in that eountiy. But wt* et*rtainly objt'ct if they' or any ol her p(‘opIi‘ makt 
largt' fiurehases of sugar in this country to make a monojioly oi the ai'tiele oi 
for the evtmlual juii-pose of prolita*t*ring. 1 think if flovernmeiit vvertHi 
(‘iitjuire into t he matt (*r t ht*y v\ould lind that some j)ia)iitt*ering is going oi 
with rtd’erenee to sugar and that Uovt*rnni(‘iit may hi‘l[) the pt*oplt‘ t o pii 
down tdie price, if not to its normal condition to what it was in jirt'-war days 
at h‘a.st to a certain extent. The (*xporl of sugar from this country 
should bt' stop])ed at once. Tin* pt'ojdt^ of Anii'riea havt* given up drinkini 
intoxicating beveragt*s ami as a substitute they have taken to drinkim 
sweet drinks ddiere have be(*n largi* exports of sugar (‘V(*n from this eountr; 
to AiiH'rica. V\diy should this Ix^ allow(*d t,o bi* done to tin* ineonv(*ni(‘nei 
of the ])eoj)h‘ of this country? 

There are otdu*!* art lelos of food, sueli as daL must ard oil and gliei', the piica 
of which have gom* up to an abnormal ext(*nt. d'lit'rt* has b(‘en shortage e 
ry(' and puls(\s owing to failure of thesi* crops, and 1 also think that the prict* 
()*' th('S(’ art icles havi* rismi on ac(‘ount of risi* m t lit* price ol rici*. 1 think it i 
an (‘conoiuie law that wlum tin* price* of a sla[)]e article of food increase* 
abnormally, from any e*ause', the* priee* of e‘V(*ry other article' of food an 
manufactiin* must m‘e*e*ssarily rise, d'he* man wlio has got his dal wi. 
(‘xchange the* same fen- rice*, ami rhe^ priee* eef rice* having gone* up, the^ jirice 
of ihe'Se* artie’less have^ naturally gone* up. It is there*fore^ ne*e-e*ssary tha 
steeps shenild be take*!! to put elown the' prie*e* e)f rice* so that we* may hope* t 
ge*t the* othe*]- articles of foexl at a lowe‘r price*. 

Now as ri'gards ele)th. Pursuant t<»a imsolution of this (’ouncil, ther 
was a Commit toe- a}»])e)inteel to ase*e*rtain the* high pi’iex's of cloth. This wa 
in P)l8. The* (hitlem (de)th Ae*t was passe*d by the* Gewe'rnment e)f India, an 
as state‘d by Sir Geeu'ge* Barne*s in Septe‘ml'e*r last ‘ price's fell immediate*! 
standarel e*le>th was placed een the* marked,, an’d the* lact tliat it has bee‘n on sal 
lias undoubt ‘xlly ke*])! the price's e)f orelinary cloth down’. With a view nr 
te) fright e'li the import e*r or traeh'r, the' standard eloth was neit introduce 
in Be'iigal. whe'ie'as t he* sistt'i* j)re)Vince* e)] Bihar anel Orissa teiok full aelvai 
tage* of the* mtrexliu't ion e)f stanelard cloth in the market and it was a gre'ii 
rebel to t he* jioor pe'Ople* e>f that provine-e*. But in Be'iigal, the* price of clot 
came elown fora sheirt lime* with the* pas>ing e'f the Cloth Ae‘t and th 
apprehensiem e)f the sale of stanelaiel e*loth ; it again went up as 8(x> 
as that aiipreht'iisiein was re*move*el and the trade'rs were convinceel tlui 
your Lordship’s Government wt're* going to elo nothing, tha' the Clot 
(hmimltte*!* was not geeing to interfere with vested rights tlieugh, acceirdin 
to offie*ial ret'ort, stanelard cloth was popular among those who got it. Onl 
about 461 bales of cloth were supplied te) Bengal, i.e. one-te*nth of tha 
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licli was suppli*^J United Provinces aiui Bihar and Orissa, re8|>4H*t“ 

|\ and about two- fifths of that which vvastak.cn by the l*unjab, and in Bt*n^l 
h the famine areas and those which were aifc(‘ted by the cycdone in Septcin- 
had been supplied with standartl cloth. \\ tind, however, tin' following 
ry Mgfniticant remarks of Mr. Donovan, the Ue^^istrar of t\>-c);»erative SiH^ituies, 
this connection. He said that ‘ the quantity of sinndard i*loth sold was 
.iithcient to affect the market rates of olhm* eh>th. l)ut tin* fa(‘t that ntandard 
, h could be counted on had a salutary (dVect on pt)tcntial ]>rclit(‘ers’. 'riiou^h 
.•]e iias been a steady rise in the price of cloth, no alteinpi has btM*n inaile 
(Government to ^ra|)ple with the situation and to come to the ndief ol tlie 
or j)t‘ople. On the other hand, in a telegram to the Presidtml of tlie Indian 
,MK iriiion. the Secretary to the Ocivto-nnamt. Kt'vetiih' Depart imml , said 
liicu^'h some increase of price of cloth is manifest in tin' last six months, it 
noi such as would justify a la'coninumdation for the n'startin^j of slamlard 
,lh. But St) far as Benfral is coiuanned, there was m* starting at all in tlie 
;ic sense of the word ; — why speak of restarting ? And thtoi W(‘ respt'clfully 
k. whv not? If the introduction of standaial cloth ha<l eviui to a small 
lent the effect of relieving th(‘ po(u*, 1 ask, in all sohuniiity, is it not tin* 
linden duty. of (iovernment to introiluce that relitd whic h considerably 
leliorates the condition of our poor unclad hdlow-cmiintryiinm ? 


In September 19 P), Sir Dinshaw \\ aclia inovcnl in tin' Impt'nal (hiunc'il 
1 I he appoiiitirnmt of a Commit tiu* to invi'stigate and report as soon 
p•.^^iblc‘ on the extent t(> which iirotitc'ering was jircvaleiit in India. 
i < ifoi’Ln' Barnc's, the* Memb(*r“in-(*hargc ol the Dt'partmcmt <>1 ( ommerei*, 
ineled t he resohit ion by de'diiing the seope of the ( himmit! ei^ to bt* 
e onsiiler the bigli price's wliicdi at present ])rc‘Vail in ariieles of 
,iiy eonsumption ainl to sugg(*st such rc'iiK'dies, etc I ■ n lortnnatidy, 

. deei^on oi that Committee is not yet h(‘fore the public and nobody knows 
le ii ii will hi* made public. If your Lordship’s (Government c'onsider that 
.!(' Is no pi'olit(*(‘ring at the j)r(‘sent tame as regards looilstull^, then 
W'liild ask your Lordshiji’s (Government i.o (*onsid(‘r. ns was done by tin' 
ivt i’niinmi of India, lliti wliob' (jueslion ol high price's ol foodsliitls and 
jg''si such remedies as may be (‘onsi(b''reil neca'ss.iry, i>e<aus<‘ without, 
iieoing the cause's of t‘l]e*cls it is imjiossible lor human int ellig»‘nee to hiid 
a lemedies. Tlie‘re‘foreu I bay, lirst (liseover tin- cause and the remedy will 
' jtalpably clear to your Lordship’s (lejvernmeiit. \\ e hear nowadays ol tho 
Ldi prices of foodstuffs ainl of cloth or any oilier comiinxiity ascribed tf) 
•me wfirld wide cause* — to the low exchangee to the^ depletion ol silver, eUe*. 
It unlortiinatoly the* unsopliistn'ate'd peojile of this country do not undeu’Htcanel 
1 that, idiey know that tlieir mother-country Ihmgal has always be<*n 
odiietive of abundant crops, that lew and far have been the fairnimH in 
e emuntry, that their country is what the poet has said of Imt (Siijalam 
ifalam Malayaja Sitalam Sasya Shayamalam Mataraiii/ 

• Why should in such a ejoiintry the* jicople 
arv(‘ and more^ than famine price's ruh* ? Why should the ])eo]>ht of t his 
mitry, which is not elepenelant upon any othc'r country hu* its foodhluffs, 
‘ on the verge of famine ? A similar situation has pn‘sented itsc'lf in ejuior 
•untries and they have grapphnl or are^ trying to grapphj with the situation. 

Profiteering Act is already the law of the land in Lngland. 1 hat is 
ready showm in tho price of tea then^. W hy should not a similar^ Act )e 
issed here if it is considered neccBsary in tlie interests of the* poe»phe . 


le Hon1»ie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

“ My Lord, I do not think it will serve any iisefal purpose to take up the 
me of the Council by trying to [irove that the situation is acute. 1 hat is a 
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fact, wliiclj in adinitiod on all handn. My hon’ble friend has laboured lon^r, 
j)rove that tlu? nituaiion is acut(i, but speaking for m 3 ’ 8 elf I do not llinik 
iK^cessary to do that. The question is how to stop this state of tliin^^^s. Th.-r 
is aii(jth(o- matter, if I understand tln^ position angbr, about which tliere is i,, 
much controv(n’sy, namely, that the price of foodstuffs has been forced up ^ 
hs'ist to a ooiiHidcrable extent by prolitc^ering. d'he whole question tli(*r. p,, 
is Ikjw to put a stoj) to this. Now, my Lord, so far as tfie prineijb 
eoncerm^i, wlitm tln^ (Calcutta Ibmt Act was passed one of the n^asousf, 
whieh that Act was opposed by a certain secliou of the lloa8(‘ was that tUn 
was ])r(;iil (M’ring in otlun* directions also and that why should lheatta(l\ i 
direct(Hl against any parti(‘ular kind ol profittno-. namely, tlie landlords ? 1;, 

W('. on tins sid(^ support(Ml Gf)vt‘rnm(mt out and out, and we did so on i| 
umbo'stand ing that ste|)M would also be taken against other kinds ol p 
iiteering. Lin* tinu' has, tlier(*lor(‘, coim^ vvlnm tlie same principle shouM i 
apjdi(*d to the case of high prices of (doth, foodstuffs and otlier n(*ct‘ssant ^ 
life. 1 am afraid, my Lord, that if this is not done then the cliarg(' whieii \\ 
brought against (L)Vernin(‘nt on that occasion hy Kai Debimder tdiuiKl 
Ghosh Haliadiir that that Act was taken .up becaus(^ thm'e was so iiuk 
( damoiir near and round about Government Hous(' would be (‘stablishcii ai 
(iovernment ought now earni^stly and vigorously to stop profiteering in oiii 
direci ions.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said:— 

“ My l>ord, tills resolution deals with n subjivt with the geiuwal uum 
of wlii(di (he ('oimcil must by now b(‘ somewhat familiar. Llie reason tli;it 
has foi'ined so often in nvent tilings a matter for debate is doubtless bc^eaiise t 
liardsliips of liigli priei's are so very obvious, aud in fact are felt by u^ 
ev(‘i*y (lay of our liv(‘s That it should have been the subjet't of freijin 
(hd)at(' I bav(‘ no eomplaiut, because the mort* tlu‘ facds are veiitilatt'd i 
greater th(‘ cliaiiee of due ajijirecdatioii of th(‘ merits of the question and t 
greater the (dianee of the elaboration of po.ssible r*emedies and the diseardi 
(»f impossible oiurs. But it is an unfortunate feature of these not infT'eqiH 
debates that wlicT’eas we lu^ar mneb about the hardships, wbicb are adrnittt 
we derive' singularly little light or leading towards the dis(‘overv of solute 
over aud above tbosi' wbi(d) we are attempting We have already attemj»t 
solutions and are atlemj)ting them, and 1 emjdiasise the point as Hon'l 
Members so often spc'ak as if the Government have throughout sat with fold 
ham Is doing nothing in this matter. 

'Pile actual resolution whicdi is now before the Council asks for an enqui 
and the first [loint nygarding it to which I would invite the attention of t 
Council is its extraordinarily wide sc'ope. Tt covers all articles — articles 
general- and it asks us to ascertain whether unreasonable profits are nm 
hy persons engaged in their produetiem, handling and distribution. Tf tl 
means anylliing, it means tluat the field of encpiiry wendd extend from the rai; 
in the field to the railway companies, steamer eomf)anies, boatmen and ca 
men who convey goods about tlie country, right up to the small mnffa^ 
shops w]ii(di eventually sell tliem. T venture to think that if we attempt 
en(|uirv of that sort, it will lie found at a time when I certainly shall hope 
lay down my official duties, and many of the members of this Council will 
looking forward to retirement, that this committee will still be sittii 
However, it is of course possible that an enquiry can be of a more restrict 
and practical scope, and in relation to that T would refer the Council to i 
previous discussions which we have had, by way of avoiding the repetition 
many of tjie arguments which were then used, while recalling to the meni( 
of the Council uie salient points. • 
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Our discussion on the subject was in Febriiar\ 101 S, wlien the 

[oii’ble Bahu Akhil Chandra Datta recommended the rej^ulalion c>f piices, 
(joitniiately for him, though fortunately for the proMiire. the jn-uvs of 
,o(]st]iiTs \Nere then abnormally Ioav. 1 endeavour to tiiue the ei'urse of 
,, e*- and to argue against a somewhat ra4i a<loption of a geueial poliey 
j KM'ulation. fhen in February 1910 we had Hai Mahcfidia ('handra 
Iitra Bahadur advocating action on the lines of Biliar and On^s:i in respect 
j the e.i‘ gram, cinth and foodslutVs, ami again m aiiswe?- In tliat 1 

eed not again go through the history 1 explained the s\stem of (Io\ern- 
itMit food control and endeavoured to ditVerentiate between the elotli pnvblem 
I tills [>rovince and Bihar and Orissa and to give the reasons win wt' liatl not 
[,nu<'ht it necessary to adopt measures whic'li had been taken by our mn^^h 
iMiis not because", as the Ilon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra b\i\ thinks, 
hat ue were frightened to tackle the trade, but because wt^ hehl that an 
ttiaii])! to do so in the way in wdiich we were asked to jirorned would (Mid in 
inie harm than good. That resolution was lost We n(‘\t had 4 resolutions 
[I dulv 1010; one recommending a committee and three recommending in 
ciitM'al terms such action as wkas feasilde On that oeeasmu Sir d(ihn 
iiniming explained the position of (iovernimMit. and the ('ouueil will 
eiiiCiiilKM' tliat he went in some detail into the factors bearing on tin* position 
w(»rld factors of the war and its efTcnts. particulai l\ in respc'cf ()f inilated 
iiri(M)c\ . all-India fact(M\s of crop failure, and local factors of defectivi' croj) 
(Murns and inter-provincial transactions lie again contnwerted \aiious 
! ]^statem(Mits which had been in connection with tht* rna* coi.t I’ol . w Idle he 
iii|»!ia^is(Ml the conclusion that the fixing of \n'HVs foi all kind.s ol tooilstulls 
n liiMical \Nas not practical! [lolitics 


A,s 1 have said, 1 do not wish to go through all those arguments again 
riic\ are on record for those who \Ms1i to rtaid tluMii. hut we raid ui im 
hl.aK's quite rccciitiv in the Imperial (dmiici! in Septem K-r last, when thi' 
loii'hle Bahu Kamirn Kumar ('hamlra inovtal that stt‘ps he taken it) icdmi 
. 11.0 Botli Messrs. Man! and Ley on that occasion gav(‘ chair 
a tli(‘ fm ts as tliey appeared to Covernmeiit I would onlv 
'xtracts, iiamelv, one ti'oin Mr Mant ssp(‘ech. who nmiai mi . am uk 
o agrei' tliat proiiteering is onh a detail in the prohlmn ol hig j . < 

mother Ironi Mr Lev's, who said. ‘ 1 think it can iairiN l.e said ‘ ^ ‘j 
he piv.sent wdiolesale prices of imliaii cloth are not unreas,mahh‘ ‘ ^ 

ariirs of cotton is taken into c(»nsid(‘rat ion . as a inattii o a( a . 

t,lK‘ i.iin- of Staiuian] Coll, luaimfactun-d ""•I.t tli.j | 

All am) tlip |iiiii-nf oidiiiiiry ilotli is iio'n sii nano'', aiid iia.'' m i ‘ ' 

foi suiiK* time past, tlia* the inanufactiiie ol slain .n» t m i .i 
ahevame' ul d"elt on the faet that u, the matter 'g g 
an impoiling (‘oniitry, and ill-advised at lion i^nght siiious 
I'ortation of fresli supplies. 


and aeeordingly a eonimittee 'va-s ajipointed. . ItilP 

reinemher that' although that j,, ^ 'p to ns two 

rmmnnendations of a ‘ ■ the ^-cond that eo-oyierative .stores 

imght help to alley, att the situaM cotamittee, re,.re»e,,ta- 

tr„73r£d!raS''itti,!’g all poaaible »o,.,ee. ol mlora.at.on. 
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does not af)|)ear to have been able to do much of a practical character 
fact we have been told by Mr. Hullah. who is now Secretary to the Govei 
ment of India in the Revenue Department, that the subject of a Projite^^n 
Act iormed the subject of encjuiry by the committee, but it was generaHy Ik 
that such methods as the opening of cheap "rain shops, distribution of si 
plies tlirough co-operative societies and the lormation of local advisory co 
mittees, stood a far better chance of success. 

1 may refer the Council to other leading sources of recent informal i 
on the point, foremost among which is the report of the Foodstuffs’ ( o 
missirmer. This gives a very full account of what he did and why. 
in the Statesman of the ^bth June there was a very clear article Vlescnb; 
in simple language what the position is. So in the* light of these facts tin 
is very little excuse for ignorance of the main tionditmns, and, to be Im 
we know perfectly well tliat the present conditions arise primarily from t 
war, with its destructive trail throughout the world, and consequent iii{ 
tion of currency, decrease in [iroduction and difficulties of transport. 1 
fiosition cannot be made gooil until these evils disappear. 

T^astly, I would only mention a very clear letter which appeared in i 
Kconomist of the Jrd April from Professor (iollancz, who also arrived 
similar conclusions. I should be glad to lend it to anybody who cares to rv 
it. Meanwhile 1 will make one or two short (juotations. lie begins by s, 
ing tliat the causes which have led to a rise of prices are; - 

(a) world inflation; 

(b) the state of the exchanges; 

(r) increase in the cost of production, 

(d) decrease of siipjily for the civil f)opulation ; 

(e) monopolistic conditions.’ 

He continues lower down that ‘ Some sort of rough estimate of t 
proportion of increase due to each of these causes respei'tivelv is necess.i 
if we are to make any fore(*ast of the future Such an estimate can at In 
be made on a general impression; but it may be said with consiilerable c. 
fidence that at least half the rise is due to the following closely connect 
factors: — 


the inflation of credit; 

the inflation of currency lx)th necessitated by, and leading to, t 
inflation of credit; 

that part of the increase in wages which has been necessitated by I 
inflation of currency and credit.' 

Later he arrives at, I admit, the pessimistic conclusion that ‘ If, tie 
the factors responsilde for more than half the increase are moie or less pt 
manent, and if in addition even the factors responsible for the other h; 
of the increase are not likely wholly to disappear^ we may certainly say tli 
it is improbable that prices will fall to any considerable extent for a gu 
number of years.’ 

Now, Sir, these in brief are the leading causes which have brought abo 
the present unfortunate position, and although figures have already oft 
been made public. T will add to the printed accxiunt of the proceedings t 
latest statistics with which the Director has supplied us They bear o 
wliat has often been pointed out before, namely, that the rise of prices 
other countries is far higher than has been in the case of Indi 
ports; namely, to cite a few examples, 320 per cent, in Belgium; 155 per cer 
in the United Kingdom, running down to 63 and 62 in Australia and Nt 
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Zealand. Tn India on the other hand, taking the retail prices of certain food 
stuffs, the percentage of increase on a general average has unl\ i>ee|i^ about 
80 per cent., while among the jmrts (hdcutta has been more f-noured than 
fathers, more favourcMl in the sense that llie |)ercentage of increase has been 
lower in Calcutta than elsewhere. The hgures are in Calcutta 01. Hoiul»ay 
87, Karachi 08, Kangoon 75 and Madras 107 


So, therefore we have an all world crisis, and the mere crv \o stt>p pro 
hieering cannot by an) possibility remedy it We have. iHovever. ilone mindi. 
In the matter of foodstuffs, there has now for some time past Inrn llu* sxsttMu 
(tf Ciovernment contnd T}:(» inti'r provincial t'ontrol has reivntlv Uum aban 
doned. but the Revenue DejiartnuMit puhiisiied a mm ni iinit/ui Nestmdax dis 
jielling an\ idea that such action has tended to the detriment Hengal 
The foreign expoid of foodstuffs has beim se\(‘relv curtailed, and in the article 
of the Sfdfrsmnn to which I have alr(*ady ?‘efe]*red iiguri's \\(‘r«‘ gi\(*n sh(o\ 
ing tliat hcss than 0 000 tons of wheat were allowed to 1 h‘ ('\portiMl during 
th(‘ last financial year, whereas exjiorts ordinanlv amount to an\ tiling from 
700,000 to 1 ,500,000 tons. Rice exports from India propt*r ordinaiilv 
amount to 500,000 to 000,000 tons, whereas this vear onK dtl.OOO tons ha\i* 
lieen exported up to date, “ It is commonly r(*pn*sent(Mi thit high prices m 
India ha\e benm and are due to the excessive exp(»rt of fooil grains out of the 
count r\ This is entirely untrue.’ Again, in Ihmgal, in parti 
cular, we have (wer snu'e the middh* of last yf*ar. made (‘xtim- 
sive use of the remedy of imjiortation from Ihirina I.ast vt‘ar over 100.000 
tons of rice were brought from Burma, while from \est(*r(!a\ ’> mm 
which I have alread)' mentioned, the Council will obsmwi* that thi^ month 
1‘J,500 tons of rice are being brought to (’akaitta and 10,000 tuns to Chitla 
gong; in »Tuly the quantity will be still larger. Apart from ric(‘ th(‘ Council 
is aw’are that towairds the end of last year, at the Puja timm wf‘ laid in a 
moderate stock of standard cloth with the intention of stopping impropiT 
speculation and jirol teering, while at an earli(*r stage of the preceding y(‘ar 
we iiiteiwened to put a stoj) to profiteering. b(*lie\a*d then to bi* rift* in tht* 
(’alcutta market, by lic’ensing all sales of cloth Wt* also did our bt‘si to 
relieve the distress in the (‘vcloiie area in jiartitailar, b\ tie* distribution of 
nee and cloth. In the matter of salt we are still controlling prices, and in 
tht* matter of kerosme oil wt* had a control which wt* abandoned fahly 
recently when we tliought it w’as no h)ng(*r n‘()uired In all matters, there 
fore in which we ctmsideri*d it in anv way ft'asibh*, we iiavt* taken tliit’ct 
action to mitigate the hardshifis of high j>rices 


But we are still assailed b\ this (*r\' of ‘ stop prt)fitet‘ring I hat pro 
fiteering has gone on in Knglami, is, 1 take it, umioubti*d . and the i<lea 
seems tt* be that w^e sliould proc(*ed on .some such lines as have b<*t‘n adoptetl 
in that country. What has been tioiie there is to pass an Act in Novmuber 
Bail (there was a subsequent A(‘t of 1920 of which no cf»}U(*s an* a^ yet 
a\ai]abl(' in this countrv). which gave powers to the Boar<l of Irarh* to make* 
enquiries into alleged profiteering in diff(*rent mdu.‘'’tries and to (ix pnc(*s, 
wdiile it set up local tribunals for the investigation of all(*g:!t ions of mal- 
practices in retail transactions, and it has l>een said to flay that that measure 
has worked with most marked .success All our information is to the c(uo 
trarv, and that is borne out by the GovernniPiit of India, win; have told us 
informallv that it is very doulitful wdiether the A(t has sucfeeded in Ptp-* 
lainl, while it is almost certain that it would prove a failure in fmlia 1 Imt 
English Act has a somewhat curious history, and as far as fine can gating, 
political considerations entered into it somewhat largel) ( rider j»res.su*e 
the Governme^it of the day appointed a select (;oinrnittee to investigate this 
question of hiprh prices, but before the investigation had scarcely b^ni 
they closed it dWn and introduced a Bill. I find in the published debates 
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some instructive criticisms. For instance, one member of the House re- 
marked that ‘ it was a bad Bill to l)egin with; it is a bad Bill still, and 
nothirij^ that the House could do, either in Committee or the Report sta^e, 
cofild make it a g(jod Bill. This is all the result of legislation in a hur?y. 
Its terms when it was introdiiced sim])lv constituted a bluff on the public.’ 
As to ti e actual w'orking of this measure (*ur iiiforination is not as full as we 
would like, but as far as we can gather, very little resort has been had to it, 
and we know it has lad(‘d to bring about a revolutionary reduction of the 
higli firices which have prevailed in hhigland. If tliis measuie had been a 
wonderful remedy [irices must have fallen to a greater extent than has been 
t!i(* case. Anotlier remark by lord Itobert Cecil strongly corroborates this 
viewg wdien he says (in connection with a projmsal about housing) that he 
hojied ‘ they wei(‘ not going to commit the same mistakes which some of 
tlami made over t he Profiteering A(‘t, in holding iij) to the country as a remedy 
what has proved to be a very trilling element in the matter.’ 


So I feel justified in saying that on the information we have, this 
iMiglish Act has not been the success which it is thought to have bf^en in some 
(liiartm's, If that Act has failed in Pmgland, is there any greater likelihood 
that a im'asiire of a similar kind would be a suc-cess here? 1 know at least 
in OIK' (jiiarter, sued a UH'asure is favoured, and a definite proposal for legis 
lation has actually been laid before Government, but apart from the intrinsic 
possibi I it K^s of succ(*ssful l(‘gislation of that kind, I would point out lo the 
(’ouncil that it is absolutely impossible that a measure of that t>pe should be 
provincial. Obviously, if w'e are to legislate to curtail local prici's only, wa‘ 
merely semd siippli(‘s elsewhere, thereby cutting oiir own tlu’oats, while thii.k- 
ing that w art* g;oing to aetjuire some marked advantage over oui’ neigh- 
b(Mirs Still, that is one remedy to which refei'ent'c has been made. 
Anotlmr rtmiedy from which soni(‘ people hope giaait things is the commandeer 
ing of stocks Hut there again, all our ex])erience points to the contivirw, 
and it is rekwant that Mr Mant, in the debatt* to wdiich I made r'tnerenct*, 
(juoling lilt* cxptM'it'iice of l.ahoi'e, when, unde?’ martial lawx they attempted 
then' to fix ju ices, referrtal to the result as merely that of checking snp[)lies, 
and last yc'ar a very appirsitt* e\anif)le came to oni’ noti(‘e in ])a(‘ca and 
Myjnensingh Both those districts have always }>een somewhat more panicky 
than th('ir m'lghbonrs on the subject of prices T.ast year, when we 
w'erc* at Dacca, the (k)llector cann* round and asked f(U' jiower to commandeer 
stocks in the hope of clu'cking jiiiblic alarm. He was giyen the power. Next 
da\ he came and said it was driying off suj)j)lies from the towm, and urged 
that no a(‘tion should be taken So none of the remedies whicli wa* are 
talking about are as simple as they look. 


As to the existence of profiteering in this country at the moment, it is 
difliciilt and often dangerous to dogmatise. One does not wish to say any- 
thing wliich can be twisted (as w^e know has been done in the past) as a kind 
of charter from (lovernment in favour of firofiteering. Tims, if we argue 
that ju’ofiteering is not the sole cause of the trouble, it is misrei)resented to 
the eflec't that we hold that jirofiteers are not as black as tliey a?*e {tainted, 
and that therefore they can continue in their bad work. But we have made 
two eiKiuiries, one in August of last year, and the other only recently, of 
all district offk‘ers as to the extent to which, in their opinion, jirofiteering 
is going on, and their replies wore distinctly of a negative character. The 
same (amchision has been arrived at, as was admitted by the Hon’ble Babu 
Surendra Nath Ray, in Calcutta, by enquiries made under the auspices of 
the (k)rporation, and more particularly in the matter of (doth, where the 
expert committee laid stress on the fact that Indian prices of cloth are 
markedly below those prevailing in Manchester. I will not. therefore, go 
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turthev than to say that the extent to whieli protijteeian^j; is i:;oin‘^ on at 
present is at least a in(H)t point, while I have emleavoured to sliow that prc^fit- 
eerini^ is only one among many other causes of the prevailing enlvinceinent of 

|)rices. 


Well, Sir, if the facts are as 1 liave tried to exjilain. it folhovs ‘liat. in 
our opinion, the doliherations of a coininittet‘ arc not likelv to he \er\ fi’iii' 
tiions, i)Ut if the Council wish a coniinittee. we ha\c not the slightest divsire 
to stand in their way. If the Council deiade to convene a lonmiit ttnn and if 
;in\ Member ex[)resses a di'sire to sci’ve on it, we will be }>er}ect!\ willing" to 
lav oiir {)apers, and studi information as wc* have Ixd’ort' l!i<‘m, and wt* will 
show every c*onsideration to any recommendations tiu'x ma\ make If 
can find a remedy, so much the bettei’ If we ar(‘ sceptical <d‘ anv sweiMnng 
remedy l>eing forthcoming, it is only as a result of our exiieruMice of tlie 
hast few years Tliat is our ]H)sition if tiie Council want a (‘ommitle-n wi' 
are jierfecdly willing that they should ha\(‘ one " 


Statkmf.nt a. 

ppri'Pni(i(]V incvPdSP hi thr veinil /)rirrs of foml tti ih'' xutnou'i nt thf 
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(a) Incl'JcieH tnel, lighiuig atui cloihiiig 
(<>> IndudfeB fiMjl and lighting 

(c) Wirtoi by the Director of Labour Siatwtic^, the ilmUtry of Labour, London, on Ui« l»wh June 1 ; . 
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Indrx fiumhrrs {u nwn'n/hted) of retail prices iu Calcutta^ Bombay, Karachi ^ Rangoon 
and Madras at the end of May, I Q20, as compare I ivith those at the end 
lUN. 
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(</) vi'ia^T (»t fivt‘ [Kiil't, I'alcuttji, lUmibay, Kariiclu, Ranpuon aud Madras 

* Miisiaid oil III dll' iMhc <tf daloutra, Hi‘‘>aiiiuin oil in tl»j case of U.ingoou, and riH'o.iuut oil in the case of othei 
ports 

Notk - Flames are hasrd on retail prices reporte^l by the respective miimcipil market aiithonties, except in the case 
of nomliiiN auti K.iiaclii, v\ hu’h are com[Mli d fiom the muiithlv rolurns publislnd b} the iMrecioi of Agriculture, Bombay. 
Wludesale i i ices me mainly compiloil from the I’hambera' priees curreul repoiis 


The Hon’ble Mf^. P. C. Mitter said 

‘‘ My Lord, I came to tho Council with an open mind on the subject 
matter ol’ this resttlution, aiul after listening to the speeches of my hon’ble 
friends both on tlie official and non-official sides, 1 regi'et to say that the 
debatt', so far at any rate as I am concerned, has given me no further light. 
The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler at times almost convinced me that control in 
any shape or form would be worse than useless, because the pi'esent high 
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.„vs are due to world cauKes, causes beyond the control of this (lovtn-ninent 
,j Goveriiiuent of India or, for that inatler, of any GovernnnMit. If 
tiiat yo, I fail to see how your Kxeelh*ii<^y’s (n>vt‘rnnu*nl thoiij;jht tliat 

^.^jitrol in the matter of coal, kiuosine oil. salt and house rent could he 
,.||;h Iivc. At any rate, luy Wd, in the cry for coiitrol raised hy th(‘ llon'hle 
Hahu x\.khil Ohandra Datta and the Hon hie liahn lUialn'iidra t'haiulra Hay 
]•(' IS consistency. As I have explained on a [(inner occasion, your 
i.ei'd'^hip’s Governmtuit, hy yicddinp^ to the cry of control in tlu' matter of 
iioii^c rent am! certain other matters, and in ndusing to eontrol prict's of the 
me, ssit les of life, and of housing the |)oor, have placed i ln‘iiiHelves in a 
}M)siUoii of inconsistiUicy. I would ask t he (rovtoannent (‘arefully to a])pl\’ t hose 
i.Msons which have been applied to-day against tin* argumeiiis ol my iion’hh^ 
f^c'^d^. and if we do so what do \yo find ? It is undonhiedly trin' tliat tlie 
\N,,. Id caiis(‘s are causes for rise in j)rie(‘s. It is undouht(*d]y true 

ihai mcn^ control can only be a tinkering, to put it at Uu‘ iiigluisl, ilut my 
Leid. It is also common stmse. and it also app(*ars from oiir dally (experience, 
tlial wlum thf're is a demand* larger than tlu' supply, tlnm a t.»mdt‘ney to 
}.; oil I ( Ml) ng is inevitable. I had th(‘ hoiirnii“ to on llie (doth ( 'oinmittiHi, 

and 1 had lh(‘ advantage of listening to discussions raisetl hy tin* llon’hh^ 
Mi ( 'rum, t lie Hon’hle Haja H risliiki'sh Lalia, and liai ilanram Gomika — 
mntltm''n, who, I h(‘li(‘ve, are all exj>erls in tln^ cotton tradt*. (hi(» point 
!iii)ii( me viM'y nnicli, viz., that tli(‘ priea^ of eoiton cloth in Imlia at any 
jiaiiieiilai date was low«u* than th(‘ n^phnaaiumt price at M aneliester, so ihat 
]{ lilt' p’tiy trad(‘r (jould hold his stock of g(H)ds for say, six montlis or a y(‘ar, 
),(' fMidd easily ]")ay 12 per camt. to liis moii(‘y-l<‘nd(*r or hankin', and yet easily 
make a very high jirofit. What is the rtaason ? d’ljc reason is pretty ohvioiis ; 
t lie sii|i])ly has slirunk, and t ln> (hmiand has not slii'iink ; lli(‘ same thing 
iiiipro->sed me as rt'gards hricks. My Lor<l. it seems tM( me ilmi (‘onliol ean 
i'liiy he a temporary remedy, and ptodiaps a renuMly wlmdi is not always 
d-‘Nirahle. yet wlnm there is gna'it ahusi'., it is d<5Sirahle to provide a temporary 
i-nii'dy. In the hri(d< trad('., thf‘ cost of procluction has jandiaps rimni Ity 50 
per(*eiit., hnt. the pri(a‘ of the finislnMl comirmdity has gone up hy .‘d)0 piu' 
'■' lit ; so 111 th(‘ (aiH(' of food-stuifs. Now, my Lord. I veiiima* to think that 
having yieldtal in the (hunand for control in soim* important matters, it is not 
'jiiiti op>*n to your Lordsliifi’s Govcrnimuit to he obdurate laver otlh*r tilings, 
and pel imps more (‘sscmtial things. At llie same lime. I [etd that tlie trims of 
1 his I'esolut ion are loowiih^ as t he Hon’hh' Sir Ihmry \\ leader has j>oinl(Ml out, 
l>iit. however vvid(‘, it would bring within its s(‘opr all ai’tndes ol nreessai ics of 
hie. lUit, my Lord, although the resolution is too wide so far as the first part 
IS coiieeriied. the second portion suggests a line on wdiich legislativii or 
exeeiitive actioii sei'ins to Ik* desiralih*. S[>eaking for mv.-^elf, I would lay far 
gi’t'al((r Ht 'ess on the second portion than on tie* (ir^t I hrivc nevan’ Ixmui a 
!m lievin’ in contiaal or in interfering with fia‘e trade as a permanent remedy, 
kor a fHU'iiianent remedy 1 believe in self-lndp. I qint(* appreciate that hy 
seli-h(dp wo cannot, hoIvo in a day pressing ])rohlems of supply and demand, 
hut (he sooner we begin the better. For the last three years we have been 
d(d.atiiig on the question of high firices, hut w(^ hava* not Ikk*!) doing mu(di in 
the matter of self-help. Take, my Loi’d, coal, and food-stuils. If tlieie were 
a rr(*eer supply of wagons the position wdth regard to coal and fcjod-stuffs 
would l)(i much easier. The question of more wagons is a question r>f solf- 
I understand, however, that some parts of a wagon cannot he mauufac- 
tina^d in India, hut that is no reason why vve should sit with folded hands. 

1 am not an expert and it is not for me to put forward a scIk'Iik; for manufac- 
turing more wagons, hut there are others who are more compf'tent to speak on 
(Ins point than myself and whose advise is availalilc to Gov(.*rnrn«*nt. Aft 
[^^gards f(3od-8tuffs, we have 45,000 square miles of culiivated land, of which 
•LLOOO miles are paddy lands ; perhaos 90 ptir cent, of this yi(*ld but one crop. 
I have inysi^lf experimenteii, and I can assure hon hie memhers there are 
many fields that are capable of yielding two crops, hut it requires organisationt 
concerted action, and.iuoney to make two crops grow where one grows at 
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the present moment. The problem may be too big for individual effort, bui it 
is up to tint Government to take a lead. My suggestion is on the lines 
what th(‘ Ilon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan ^aid when introduciug 
the Kent Bill, tliat we want control to meet the intermediate stage, but thf; 
rt»al solntion is H(*lf-help. 1 hope your Exeellen(*y s (jloverninent will follnw 
up tliM siiggt^si ion and appoint a commiltei' with more restricted vScop^* 
restricting it to inquiries about the necessities of life.” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said:— 

“My Lord, 1 raised this question for discussion in the Council in tlu- 
yc^arlULS Tln^ subjhict was discussed tliorfiughly, and when I got a ri'ply 
from iJie G oveiiinunit member, my heart was ‘sad, and I thought that the 
matter was hopeh'ss. Again tln^ saint' qiu^stion was taken up for discaissioi] 
by other hon’ble members, and tlie samt; vagut^ ext)lanations were oflered 1) 
us by the Govcn'nment membei, explanations going to sliow t hat tht^ whole 
(jiK'stion is a world problem. But, my Lord, that did not satisfy tin? peoph- 
of Jbuigal ; that, did not satisfy us at all. We thought that GoveimiiK iii 
would give us some remedy for the hardships from which wt' ai‘i' suffin'inir 
My L()i'(l, I h(?re is acutt' dist-ress in ev(M‘y pari, of Ihmgal on a(;couiit of ih*.' 
risi‘ in prict^s ; it i‘(‘(juires no disttussion to admit that ; it demands no kind 
of eiKjuiiT ; it is evident. Fifte(?n days ago 1 had tin' honour anil privih^rc 
t o make an eiKiiiiry as a iniUTiber of th(‘ district committei' as to tin? ri^n 
in |)ric('s in a mulassal station. The price was said to havi' been at that tniit; 
Rs. S lor coarsi' ric(% and toda}' it has risen to Rs. The prici' el 

cloth has similarly risini. What is tin? hona fide reason for tin' rise in 
prici?s today ? One cannot forget that it is a world pi-oblem no dould,. but 
IS it unreasonabl(‘ or unjust to expi^ct that tlu* (ioV(*rnnient should find oii! 
some ri'inody, and that is tlu* reason, 1 believe, Sir, that this resolution has 
been i)ut foi'ward. The Ilon’ble Sir Henry Whet*Jer is willing to have a 
committee, provided t.hat information lx* given as to the mode of relieving tic 
l)ooi- who are sutVering from this distress. W'ry well, my Lord , we t han k 
him for t hat ; he wislu's to havi* an iiuiuiry on the subject, but at thi^ saiin 
lime it is ni'(H>ssary to inquire into the reasons for profiteering. Tr()fit(‘ering 
simply nH*ans an unreasonable dt'inand of profits. If we go to the mufassil culti- 
vator, w(‘ find that he sells Ids rice to the Itepari ov middleman, the iniddleinati 
taki s till* rice to the araidars. J myself had l)eeii to my own district to ascertain 
whether t lun’e is profiteering (»n that scoia*, and found on examining the 
accounts, that 1 could not help the district committee by tolling them that 
tlu*re was profiteering. It is very difficult to ascertain that, and when we 
asked the mufassil people to explain the reason of their heavy charges they 
pointed to Calcutta. They say, that is thie place for it; we purchase cloth from 
till* Marwari, and he charges hi'avily ; what can we do? We w^ent to the 
nce-seller and tlu* answer w'us the same. These, my Lord, are points which 
an* indisputable and which will require the time and consideration of an 
expert lommittee, so that they may be in a position to enlighten the 
(;umuiit tee as to the further steps to be taken. My Lord, 1 entertain high 
]u)pi*s it an A(ft wo're passed in tliis conneetion. Of course, we are told thal 
the operalions of the thiglish Act were not successful. My Lord, 1 cannot say 
anything mare on tin’s subject than that of what we are assured. If your 
Excellency’s Government had been able to provide the people of Calcutta 
wdih a Rent Act to .stop unn^asonable profiteering on the part of the rapacious 
landlord, then if Cioverninent are in a position to interfere in this eonneefion. 
Govenimenl may also move to give us an Act of rdiis kind. Enquiring and 
questioning the people wdll not be sufficient ; there must be power for the 
Government to interfere wiienever there is an unreasonable demand for 

' . f 
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. I lijj, iy tl,,^ way I view tills questinn. (un-crmuciit liavc jHiwa'r to do 
' " 15ii't the question is this ; the world prolihoii is Indore us, ami we find 
l!ie trade of (,'alculta is intimately eouneeled with the traile at Kiirope 
' 'l' III* other civilised parts of the world. It is reasotiahle to pause for a 
,^ni and consider whether the Government should hy an Act interfere 
" 'I' lree trade. I hoard a statement the other ila\ ahout t lie privileirrs of 
"people and merchants; this is a matter which ilemands lu-oivr 

"e Jideration before any man can venture to say whether sm h an Art will 
1 ..' Successful in dealing with tlie very (lUestion wdiieh is :it issue lud'ore the 
/;,,\ernnient. I need not take tip your Kxeelleney's time further. I enler- 
I' lii'hitrh hopes that if there be a eommittee, and if iiroper enquiry is iiiade, 
^■niavbe in a position to find out the persons who are inluleiiie in 

T reasonable profit, and if so. Government may take executive action in t he 
''alter if Government be tiot inclined to legislate for tlie puriioMU It will 
l',!.a lemiiorary measure for jnitting a check on profit eering. II you go to the 

'lulas'-il, voii will not be in a position to find out what profiieering is ; if 
'Tu come to (Calcutta, and if you depend upon tin; expernuice of those who 

sfiv in (’nlcutla, thn coiurnitU*^ will be in a jiosition to tiinl tmt wlm aic‘ I n<‘ 
orn'liteers'. If you cannot find out proliteers. then the whole proldein 
Til be solved.'^ The first question is, is there any profiteering ; that 
Jeuldbe the subiect-inatter of enquiry, and if there be no pi ofiteerliig, 
then certainly the whole problem which we have been i iseiissing lor the 
laM. two years fallsto the ground. 1'liat is the view whi.di I take, and which 
I submit to the C'ouncil. ’ 


The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said : 

•• Mv lord, 1 did not come, as my lion bic friend .Mi. ” 'T,..,'; '""Im '1 his 
•Oi onen’mind t.i this (Aiuncil this morning. 1 G’ " ' ' 

e .1 <1 support my friends, the lion blc Ikalui m.abeudra . i.aii r 

lV',.‘ ami the llon’ldc Babu Akhil Cliandia Datta II my Iricd he 1 I i 
i;l,alKU.dra Ghandr.i Bay would be so giKid as to ain-u.d le^^ k 

m( hi. resolution. I will be quite at oncwilli him 1 he wools I gg 

ln,„ toinsert are the words ‘of food and other J iT,,, 

word •articles’ in the sccoml line ol hiH resolution ' , i ] will 

I he resolution proposed by the ''‘’’I TmTi's ' b- i Malmmlra Chamlra 
not twit tli.‘ Government as my hon blc ft tends b.ii , 

Mitra Bahadur and Babu Akhil < '‘;;‘;T,;I;:'';.e.T ^ 

Government were found to be quite willing e ton i< . 

yet they strained at the idea of giving rel.el to the poorest ol I h, poo, 

province in t he matter of f(X)cl and (dotlnng. 

In the matter of control of house rents 

but in the case of controlling tlie priees of o" ; ilifhenliv is that wn 

of life there is considerable iliflieulty, ami the I- '‘'X;' ,ve -leclared 

liavo to liy t'lu* policy of tbo Govcinnnn * ^ ihrir wav to con- 

tluir policy in no miimsiakable terms. ‘O TTn’ies of life, and unless this 

trolling the prices of-foixlst nils and othi ..onsideralioiiH for 

Governinont are prejiared to put ‘ tdiis Gov. rnment to go 

clianiring that policy, it is almost bopclc. V -ircl ^cll the pfr(»))lc. 

against the de, dared policy of the Government of Ind.^ arnl y 1 _ f 

of lien^al that they would do srimethin^ in ....... uw*n'i('s n\ life. I quite 

the matter of ju ices of foodstuffs and „l because 

appreciate tliat and I symjtathisc with your o . (jalcntta, l>een 

i cannot forget that your Lordship t)„, ,„aH8 of the ppoj.le. and I 

engaged in the amelioration V f,- j|,,ncv knows, the condition 

cannot possibly believe that knowing, as >> has' affected them, that 

of the masses, and how the factoi of g P ggjyg act on the part 

your Excellency .will not try to check an^ Jtppressive 
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of any of the ])er8on8 who are responsible for bringing goods to 
market and raisirier their prices. ]5ut at the same time I would veiiiure 
to draw your Excellency’s attention to the fact that there is the Englisjj 
Profit(iering Act, and instead of agreeing with what the Hon’blo Sir Hdiry 
Wlieeler has said as regards the causes which led to the introduction of th*. 
passing of that Act by Parliament, 1 venture to dissent from his infennic. s 
to some (3Xtent [)(*cjiuse 1 find that the English Profiteering Act of 191!) 
still in force in the year 19:i(). If it had not been a success in 1919 its Ilf* 
would not have been proloriginl as it has been done recently ; and therefore 
whatever party in Parliaiiumt opposed this measure it must have bec!n in iht 
minority. Whatever tlie (lOvcomment of India might have thought in adopting 
the views of some members of the minority in Parliament in support of their 
position in tin; debate in the last cold session in the Imperial Council, there is 
the naked fact that the English Profiteiiring Act is still in forcn, and I therefori* 
cannot believe* that the op(‘ration of the Act lias been a failure. I am a readci 
of Calcutta m^wspapers and 1 have m^ver found any reference to the failure nl 
the operation of the English Proliteiuing Act in England. I have also read 
a certain book on the Proliti‘(‘ring Act with a foreword by Mr. McMordie, ulio 
is Simnitary of the (Jommittee of the Profiteering Act in England, and I hav** 
not })(<en able to gat Inn* tliat the Act there has becui the result of bad statesman- 
ship. If, my Lord, this Act is si ill in force in England, why should w(* noi 
try to pass a similar Act in the province of Bengal ? It is very harmless, 
and if it is thought that it will lead to oppression amongst ignoraiil 
people, its operations may at first bo confined to the town of Calcutta wIk o- 
the peopl(‘ are moia* int(dlig(mt and able to assert their rights and to dtdeud 
themflelv(‘S. Pin* Act provides for the appointnumt of a committee which 
will make (mquiries in r(*gard to the cost of production of al•tich^s and 
the iner(aas(' in ])ri(.‘es due to change of hands until they arrivt‘ in the 
market. It is a V(U*y intelligibh^ ju’ovision and I fail to se<‘ vvliy tht* 
prayt'.rs of th(‘ non-olficial members of this Council who at least know 
soiiKdhing of the state of things in tln^ mufassal should not b(^ heard. 
I cannot think why European imunbers of the (H)uncil who arc* in comfortablt' 
circunistaiKaas should ndiiso to listem to the prayers of thc' r('pr(*s(*ntat i vc's of 
the Indians in this Council in a matter like' this. I suppose that none of us 
do feed the (*frc*ct of the high pri(*os so much that we expect t o make a row 
about, it or to clamour for tlie introduction of some hasty ineasuri* like* that 
of Lahore to whicdi n^ference has been made by the Ilon’ble 8ir Henry 
Wheeler, but what we ask is that we should make the necessary enquiries 
and then introduce the nu'asure. Sir Henry Wheeler has been pleased 
to tell us that ii jirivatt* committi'e without statutory powers may be 
appointed. I fail to see how such a committee can do anything in 

furtherance of the views which we entertain, because' it will not be a statutory 
body who will be able to look into the acjcounts of tlie dealers, whereas the 
committee appointed undt'r the Phiglish Act has certain powers under that 
Act to go into the <accounts of the persons through whose efforts the goods 
come to the market at the last stage — powers such as the Income-tax 
Collect or has in ascertaining the income of the proposed assessee. Therefore 
I think a committee as suggested by 8ir Henry Wheeler will he somewhat 
useless. Then, my Lord, reference has been made to the importation of 
Burma rice and reference has also heeii made to the debates on this subject 

(At this stage the hon’blo member having exceeded the time-limit 

resumed his seat.) 


The President said 

‘‘ Sir Henry Wheeler has alread}’ explained that Government are prepared 
to accept this resolution. 1 do not for a moment wish to prevent hon’ble 
members making speeches if they desire to do so, but under these circum' 
stances the advantage of ooptinuing the debate is perhaps doubtful. If 
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niAinbers are anxious to make spot'clu's. I do not forbid them, but I 
^vould remind the Council the Goverrtineiit hrfve aceepied ilu* rovsolution.’' 

The resolution was then put and a^eed to. 


The Hoii’ble Babu Surendra Nath Kay and tlm Hon’ble Babu Akliil 
Chaiulra Datta then withdrew the following reHolutiooH svhich stotnl in tiudr 
nanu‘S, respectively : 

This Council recommends to the Governor in (voundl that (loviu-iummt be 
pleased to take such action as may be necMvssarv, ami. in so far as it lit's in 
their power, to put a stop to all profii(M*ring as rt^gards artioh^s of focni and 
other necessaries of life. 


Tliis Council recommends to the Govt^rnor in (^njneil thal t hr G overn- 
iiiout be j)loa8ed to take ajl possible steps to pul a stop to all maniu*r ()f 
profiteering in rice and cloth. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEMS Nos. 13-16. 

The President said 

“ 'rile ('ouncil will obstwvc* that the remaining resoliilions on tin' agmida 
})aj)»M’ deal with ])roposals which havt* Ikmui made in eoninauion with the 
ludoriii Scduorie. (lovtrnment have already ('.\press(ul their opinion olVieially 
upon all tht‘S(? matters and 1 |>ro[)ose, tlurndore, that the voting on these 
resolutions, if any voting dot's tak(‘ jihua*, shoidd be eonliiH'd to the nen- 
ottieial int'ininu's of the (h)Uncil. What we desirt* now is lo have the opinion 
ol t he iion-olVKual iru'nibers. J propost' t heref(jr(Mo ask the oilieial nienilHU-s 
to abstain from voting, should any of Giese n'soiutions be put to the vote. 
At the same tim(^ Government will Im‘. quite nnady to assist tlie disitussion by 
expressing tludr views or explaining poiiits wlmdi may leipina* further 
elucidation, and the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wlnud'i* will be prejiared theiadore 
to undertake that duty as the debate progresses.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray moved the following 

resolutions : — 

This Council rocommends to tln^ Governor in ('ouncil that immeoiatfi 
steps be taken to telegraph to the Governiin iit of India, tlie Kight Hon ble 
tile Secretary of State for India and the »Iomt Seh'ct Committee of 
Parliament that this Council records its deep sioise of disa[)point ment at the 
draft rules under the Government of India Act relating to I lie financial 
relations bet w^een the Indian and Provincial Grjvt'rnmeiits, as being inequitabl(5 
to Bengal and likely to jeopardise the successful working of th(*r«doimH m the* 
Presidency ; tog(?ther with the substance of the spc^eches in Cnmimil. 

This Council re(!oramends to the Governor in t/oiincil that immediate 
steps be taken to telegraph to the Government of India, the Right Hon ble 
the Secretarj^ of State for India and the Joint Select (lommititio of 
Parliament that this Council is of opinion that the reeoniTnend»ii ions of Lord 
Meston’s Committee have no reference to the impending increase in 
administrative expenditure and other inevitable obligations and prr>c(;ed upon 
an exaggerated and indefinite idea about the further^ taxable capacity of 
Bengal ; together with the substance of the 8 |)eech 0 fl in Council. 
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This Goini(;il recommondR to the Governor in Council that immediate 
steps he taken to telo:,^raph to the Government of India, the Riglit Hon’hle 
the Seereta»*y of State for India and the Joint Select Committee of 
Parliament — 

t- 

(/) that this Council is of opinion that the reasons assif^neJ l)y LorJ 
Mostori’s Committee for accepting the principle of division of existing lieadn 
of reveriuii as between the Provincial and the Impjndal Governments laid 
down in Idm Montagu-Chelmsford lh‘port are unconvincing and not based oti 
equity, and 

(2) that this Council urge*^— - 

(0 thal as the basis of division the whole of the total amount of all 
taxation imduding customs and iiuajine-t ax raised in any 
particular province should for tln^ present In? made provincial, 
and 

{it j that in case of doiiht as to the proper apportionment of any source 
of taxation in future, e.ry., <‘Ustoms, sle})s b(‘ taken for ascertain- 
ing tlie facts so that ihc^y may he plae('d before thu first Statu- 
it)r'y (commission ; 

together witlftho substance of the speeches in Council on this resolution. 

This (Council recommends to the Governor in Council that immodiate 
Bt('pK be taken to t<degraph to the Gov(‘rnmiuit of India, the Riglii Hon’ble 
the Sceretaiy of State for India and the Joint Seh'ct Committee of Parliament 
lhai this Council placM'S on nmord it*^ protest against the proposed sliding 
seah^ of eontributions imposing a contribution of ]!> per C(mt. of the total 
(hTieit of tli(' Gov<‘rnm(mt of India in the seventh y('ar, so far as it affects 
pKUigal, — 

(a) as being opposed to the eonsideratioiis laid down in the Montagu- 
Clielinsford Report for maintaining a uniform scale of contribu- 
tions pending its revision by tlie Statutory Commission ; and 

(h) tli(^ amount being higher than the amount which should bo levied 
from Bengal on any t‘quitable distribution of the burden ; 

togetlior with the substance of the speeches in Council on this resolution. 


He said 

“My Lord, the subject of the resolutions relating to the j)roposed 
financial st*tl lenient under the Reforms Sehemo so far as B^jjngal is concerned 
is a matlc'r of the greatest importance. The historical facts leading to the 
pr(‘seiit c*risis is well known. Under the law as it exists all revenues 
raised in any province, from whatsoever source it may be raised, belongs 
to the Government of India, and tlie Local Governments get what they 
are allowinl by the Supreme Government. In practice taxes derived from 
some he<ad8 of revenue, e.g., Land-revenue, income-tax, stamps, etc., raised in 
a proviiictir are generally shared between the .Government of India and the 
Provincial Governmeiiis according to a proportion fixed separately for each 
particular province, while certain other heads, eg^y registration, law and 
justice, excise, are either shared or wholly appropriated for the use of 
Ih'ovineial Governments, while still further other heads, c.^., revenue derived 
from railways, mintage, sale of opium, etc., are wholly appropriated by the 
Government of* India. 
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Under the new system it is admitted hy everyholy that the provinces 
should not be dependant on the Governiinnit of India, and that it is n(‘C('ssary 
thitj- the financial svBiem should 1 ) 1 ^ wholly recast. Now what, oiitrht to bo 
il/e criterion for this new adjustirnmt ? Evervlnnly wants that it should not 
i,r unfair to any particular provinct\ but the question arises how i^ this to be 
aliained. A rou^li-and-roady imUhod has been at tempted in t lc' para- 
irraphs -'K) — 207 of the Report on Indian ( 'onstit ut ional Reronns, \\ hen tlu» 
Kio-ht Hon’ble the Secretary of State and llis Kxccdleney t he Ndecroy came tour- 
in^r round, collecting opinions on the sul)j(‘Ct of Indian Constitutional Rtdorms. 
no opinion was invitcKlon this particular point. We may therefore' •assunu' that 
the system advocated in the rt'port is the system as advocated l>y llnu’r finan- 
cial advisers, and we know who they were. Leaving aside railvvays tlnua' are 
tliri’t' main sources of revenue in India, c.y., laml-revenue. incoin(‘-tax and 
customs. Practically no reasoning has been addiK'cd as to why «aily (‘criain 
hf‘ads, e.g., land-revenue, judicial, stamps, etc., should be nunle wholly pro- 
vincial, while Certain othm* In ads, c.^.. Income-tax, (’n^tems, (teneial 
8 taint>^. ^luiuld be made wdutlly Indian. No atttunpt is made on any aetuarial 
basis for arriving at a correct, t^st imati' of the n'vtmiie raisi^ 1 in any icular 
province. You cannot dismiss tlie subj<‘et by saying that iIumm' is at present 
nu way. e.g., by int'ansof pre, scribed statistical forms, of ae.eiiralrly asecrl aining 
the location (/f cortain heads, c. 7 ., (hist(nns or In(‘omc-tax. II you had not 
ihc means in 1917, may W(‘ iiol ask as to what aticmpt^ have been ma b‘ 
to as<a*rtaiti these things during tin* last thret* ytaars ? lltht' ( l<)ve! nnn'Ut 
of India have' not doin' this we think your Lordsliij) s (boriniinml t'ould 
have and should have doin' this long ago. d lie Kepoit )>ropos('d that 
Laiid-revi'utie sho^ild bt‘ rrride wholly jirovineial. I am a'r.nd t he p«*r-ons 
rest onsible for this had a very faint idea of the law n{ tht‘ lainl. f or the last 
b, ()(){) years at least, if init more, tin* source ol ineomc of i!je (lovcriitneiii 
has b<'(*n the land-rev('iiut‘ wliicth is known as the Hdjusirn and the i lea is 
tiiat t ho (1 ov(*rinn(‘nt of India as an (*ntity would have no conneet ion w th it. 
'rii*' Ib'port j)roposed that Famine Relief should be madi* wliolly ju-ovineial 
and that a certain amount should b(‘ yearly H(‘t apart fi'i* this i say that 
famiiu* relief does not consist iinTcly in spi'iiding money. Voii 11111*^1 be abb* 
to snppily pianusious and that at a prim* within the abilits ol tin* pool. 
^ on could not under t he new I'onditions caintrol loodstnlFs ol one pio\m(e foi 
the beindit of another pi'ovincH*. There will be a hue-and-cry il any alteiujit 
IS made to do so as violating provincial aiitoiioiny, and Ihirma 1 ice insirad ol 
going to Madras, or the Punjab wheat inste.ad ol going to llu' I nitc 1 I lovmces 
where a famine might lx* raging, might be shippe<i away probably oniside 
India to far distant lands and fm* t lie lx*ncfi! of other people v\heie the} 
could be sold at a liigher profit. Rut if t iiis vie w is not ae(a*j)ied by the 
})rovinC(‘s who are likidy to Ix' more alleete l, it is })erhaps ncit loi Reiigal to 
give adviei* where such is not wanted. Rut Rengal wants that m tins m*w 
distribution she should be fairly and justly treated. 


Practically no argument is adduced as t o why Custom.^^ and (neomc-tax 
should be made v\ holly Imperial. Tin* Committee accepts the r<‘dist ribntion 
proposed in the Joint Report as being approvv*d by the .loint Neh*et (.ommittee 
C)f Parliament, althougli there is not one word eitlier for or against the prf^ 
posed distribution so far as the pnblisin'd rejioit would sii(»w. Ihe repot t on 
Indian Constitutional Reforms admits that Income-tax is but the induHtna 
counterpart of the Land-revenue d{*rived from agriculture, but 
allot it to the provinces because in some cases there would be a ]>r>.‘.sibility ol 
some claim of a share in another province. That agmeinent, oven if valid, 
would only be an agreement for division of the income lx*tween t wo or 
province‘8 and not for its allotment to the Government f>f India. Nunilar y 
in the case of Customs there appear to be very strong groniids for nia ing 
customs duties, specially export duties, provincial. 1 shall examine the 



790 Resolutions, [igT Jclt, 

Bahu S, N. Ray, 

matter in detail in connection with the third resolution on this subject, but 
tluj Mcston Committee which was apj^ointed certainly to go into the matter 
in d(^tail and to examine the whole question equitably has not done it. 

Under tli(^ present system Hengal out of a total income of Rs. 27^ crores 
pays about 20 crores to the Imperial Government, while Madras payslip 
crores out ol 20 crores, Bombay 19^ crores out of Rs. 30 crores, while the United 
Provinces pays about oj crores out of 13| crores ; and practically under the 
readjustment pro; oH(*d in the M(‘8ton Report the same inequality of indirect 
contribution will be maintained, while Bengal will be forced to pay a 
standard (contribution of 19 per cent, of the deficit of the Government of 
India— a corit rilmtion greater than the United Provinces, which has a far 
larger population, has to make. 


Th(c difficulty of the financial settlement was admitted by the joint 
authors of the rejiort, and in paragraph 207 of their r(q)ort it was laid down 
that tln^ proiHisals made therein wtn-e for seven years only — an ad interim 
arrangtmienl. — and that a fair and pmananent arrangement was tf) be, made by 
the hirst Statutory (\)nimisHion wlnni the matter could presumably be mathe- 
matically exaniin(‘d. But no, the (’oinmittee admits that they liave no 
means of propmly evaluating the indirect contributions that will be made by 
tin* provifKucs, like Bombay or Ihmgal, but yet they could not shrink from the 
task of fixing tli(' permanent share of contribution towards deficit to b(' paid 
by (‘ach Provincial Government. The proposal made in the Report for tln^ 
provincialisaticjii of General Stamps is only a sop to Bihar and Burma so 
that Bengal and Bomimy should be left alone to fight the questiiai of Income- 
tax. Tins only Imbcs tln^ im^quitability and injustice of the vvhohc sclumn* of 
distribution. The whole (piestion of permanently fixing a shan* of contri- 
bution can oidy i>e (h^alt witli afl(*r t ho ground work has be('n fully (‘Xplored 
and a ))rop(*r data obtaiiuMl as tothi^ share of revamue to bt^ (;rt*diti‘(l to each 
provinc(' and ihen tin' share can b(^ fi xed according to po[)ulat ion. But the 
(Jommitt(}(' would not h‘av(‘ it to th(‘ future when only tln^ iiroper data can lx 
lound. 


In jiaragraph 2.-) of tlndr Beport the Meston C>ommiltc‘e say that in 
making tlnur ri'comnnmdation they considenxl established programmes of 
taxation and e.xptmditure and legislative and administrative expeetations and 
habits. But in paragraph 13 they admit that the estimates of normal expendi- 
ture in (each provliK^e an' strongly contested, and in paragraph Ifi that thtey 
havne b('(m unable to a(ccede to sclnmu's of futui'C expemliture to whicdi special 
iinportaiKce was attacdied. 1 do not kmjw what the otlior provinces have got 
to say in the matter, but I would protx^st strongly against the manner in wdiich 
Bengal lias bt>en tn*ated. On their own estimate the Committee have come 
to the conclusion that on the existing basis of expenditure Bengal will gain 
Rs. 40 lakhs a year. The Committee, however, do not take into aecouiit the 
inereas('d annual recurring expenditure on account of the reconstruction of 
University education in Bengal amounting to more than Rs. 40 lakhs as the 
result of i\u) recommendations of the Calcutta University Commission. The 
policy which will have to he carried out by the Ministers (ui the lines to be 
laid down iiiilie new University Act to be introduced and passed in the 
Septt'inber session of the Indian Legislative Council was announced by His 
Lxcellency the V iceroy long before the announcement of the policy of Consti- 
tulional Reforms hy the Secretary of State in the British Parliament and 
evidently t lit' success of the new policy will depend on the promptitude and 
elliciency witli which the Ministers will be able to (larry out the scheme. The 
whole of the supposed increase goes away at a stroke and under the new 
adjustments Bengal has actually'' not only no increase of revenue but a 
graduilly increasing defient as the contribution to the Indian revenue increases 
year by year. Then there is the whole question of Primary Education to be 
dealt with in Bengal, which in this respect is far behind other provinces, 
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lilioiigli wo liad the lK3nefit of the I'xporioiict' of a lUroctor of Public 
t ^traction indented from England who was siij^posed lo liavt' first-hand 
t^Avledge of the system theia* and should havt* been abli‘ l o ])iLsh I hnaigh 

I he system of popular education liere. I'ln^ Santitation Oepartnumt has luaui 
r^temat icaJly starved here and a large numlau-of maiurtnl sauiiarv si'luunes 
\\hieh have been appr<^»ved a«lniinistrativ(‘ly liave [)ei‘n pigeonholrd on aet-ount 
tli.‘ (‘ronomy that had to be observed under instruelioiis from tin* (Jovt*rn- 
I'lieni of India since the war broke out. 


Mort‘over, it is a fac*t that this (dovernmt'iit ha^ beon ‘he l<*as( progrt'ssive 
administration in India not oidy (JoiupMre 1 with the other l.ii*gor pro\ ima's, 
liiit also with the Punjab and Purina, whose cast* stH‘ms to have called for 
vnt^eial compassion from the Commit t(‘e as will bt* ^een from tin* standard of 
expenditure givmi l)elow, and it will la* mna^ssary to make up tin* h't*vvay in 
Ih-niral more than in other iiravinct's. 


.'.tual imT'lH 
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Kunlun- Wf nuiKt, consider thai I'r'iiniat.' In tliu pruHcnl linden for 

liiu rcoi-franization of f in* Indian aiul I lu- Provincial <'ivil Survii-.... aiiunniinjr 
lo Ks lO.o.'KOOl) as the n'Siilt of the rccomnicndal ions ol llu- 1 uMu’ ^ui vicos 
• ' iinniission arc quit.- inadiiquatc on account of tin- increase ol pay saiiction.-.l 
h. i.iij hiirhcr than those estimated h.v tin. Pnhlir Services (u.minissioi, I rovi- 
Mon will have to be made for the r.-visjon ol the scah- .if salary loi t h.- lulu 
cational Si'i-vices aw the recomin.-ndal ions of tin- I iililic S.-i \ u es iimmissioii. 
d ill- question of the revision of pay ol the whole ol the miiiisleiia s a o . n. 
province on account of the new conditions will lia.e to le tai 
delay. Tills is specially urgent in Bengal wh.-re the cost .. living is high.-i 
than in any other provinc. While w.- have all thus.- exp.-ndK ures --‘'nl ohilg. - 
lions in vi.-w, the Committee under the in-w a<lpsl,ni.-nt has not 
adequate or any t-xpanding source ol in. I In- i.-i oit ’ "■‘J 

has a low scale of .ixpen.iiture and ati inelastie r.-v. nitc and it will ' < 
only a very moderate start in its n.-w tinaneial eai.-.-i, nit ‘ ' ** ' r •, 

tion towards India, it should pay more than any oih.-i pioyin.,. . - . 

size, intrinsic wealth ami gcnor.al possil.iliti.-s. I^ut inl.- iw -y"''* X 

once for the (iovornment of India and w-icondly lor I u- -a .m .i > ' 

Trust. Und.tr the Village Self-Govcn.nmnt Act you wdl 

further tax on lauds in rural areas in addition to the i"a. <-< ■ w /..o' valna- 

in Bengal for the full amount of on<* anna in tin- J-'B" ‘i” * ’ ‘ . , , , 

liiintn addition to land revenue. The Primary hdueatu.n .A< ‘ 

the- levy of an education cess in case of necessity. - o an nee ‘ ‘ ,i,jtv 

will have to fall back on some sort of ind.rc-t, taxation c. g., ‘ ^ 

on tl.e sales or transfers of lan.l, but that ,s a source o mco, e 

1.C expected to yield much-at I.-ast not sufhcicnt " 7^^^! 

administrative nLds, unless you attack some other soit of ext^irt imi t 

the income-tax which in the Report has been made mpi-ria 
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Jnc(jnj(?“tax is iiiado Imperial l»ecauK»^ in the case of ramifying enterprises 
vvitl) tlioir busin(‘S8 centre in sonje big city tlu* province in which the tax 
paid is not n(*C('88arily 1 he* ])rovince in which the income was earned. Marl 
iirsl the argument. Not all enterprises but only ramifying enterpriBes,* aii( 
even in tiu^ ease of these it is only ])ossil)le that it may not be wholly earned 
What further justification can then' la* for making it wholly Imperial m 
that othei- j)rovinc(‘8 wh(‘n* the income-tax is not much important- may m, 
have much to pay towards tin* deiicats of tin* Imperial ( iovernment ? V ery wt 11 
now let us «‘xamiin^ the eas(* of .managing agents’ cfimpanies. A niai 
in the street- may ask why should a firm of managing agents in Calculi; 
control (;oal niin(*s in llihar, lea plantations in Assam, and juti* mills in Ih'iigal 
without (*ach concern having a separate head ollice in each ]jlaee, and wli^ 
from (Jalcut-ta and not from Allahabad or Madra^ ? d'he aiisvvju* is that tin 
firm of managing agents is tin* liraiii of the vvhoh^ organisation, ddie hea< 
ollice in Calcutta wiri's to l-hf* manage*!* of a coalfield in the Hazarihagi 
district to S(*aid W)i) trucks of coal W('(*kly to C(*rtain jute mills on tlie Hooglil} 
which they manage and 5()() trucks weekly lor steamers for wliicli they ar. 
also agents and on winch th(*y shij) tin* tea from tlu' plantation they eoiitro 
in Assam. This is simply due to the elhim'iicy of I lie organisation, and tin 
real place of busim'ss is not when*- tin? coal is raisc'd or t(^a hud is plin'ked lui 
in ('alcutta whi'i’etln* sale is possible at tin* highest price with tin* minimmi 
cost and tronhh*. It is to h(* n‘m(‘mht*r(‘d that Calcutta is the financial capita 
of India. So our jioiiit of view is this. that, income-tax should cr(*dit(‘(l l,( 
the* province whert* it is rais(‘d and that in all proviiiei-s. It, will be said I ha 
this will increase* the (h’ficit of tin* fioV(u*nmcnt of India, but if all provinct- 
arc* made to eont,rihut(‘ ratahly there will be no deficit. ’Fin* critt*rion ii 
this new (list ribut. ion should not be that no jirovinee should in any eireniii 
stance* c-ontribnte- towards the (h'licit of tin* (lovernmeiil ol'lndia, but that wdici 
ev(*i’yt,hing is supjiosed to start from a n(‘W])ointof vie vv every t*ii(leavour shoiif 
lie- made to arrive* at an (ujuiiahle adjustment. Tlnmitmost that can he nrg(*( 
is I hat in ease of ramifying enterprises some portion of the I'evimue* d(M*ivc( 
from income*-tax should be credited to other provinces when* some* factoric 
may he sit,nat,(Hl. This, hovve‘ve'r, is a matt (*r for u sett le*m(‘ni, b(‘tvv(‘en ili 
particular pi’ovinee' (umeerne*el as to the* proporiion in wdiich tin' tax is to In 
shared and not a (iUi'stion as to w'hy none* of these should get anything and t-lui 
the wdioh* slionld be* appre)priat(*el by the (len^e'rnment of India. Let me m>v 
(*x amine tin* ease^ of (distoms. I propose j.liat Customs should he* made Tri 
vmcial, hut I see* that some* of my fri(*nels around me* are not so sanguine a 
to its jusl-ilieatioii. Why? It is said that because liomhay and (daleuita ari 
I h(' main gates of import and export it is not i-(*asonal)l(* that the* taxe*s oi 
im])ort and cxjiort should he apjiroj)riate*d by Homhay and Ih'ngal. T vvouh 
aiisw’er. look to the* coast lim'S from t he horde*!* of Persia to that of Siam w’it I 
innumerahle* harbours having more natural advantages than e*ither of tlies' 
ports ; why should me*ri*haiidisc find its way mainl^y llirough tlu^se* sources 
Then, again, if the* United Provinces w*ith its rich soil watered by the.* Caiigei 
and ihc rlamiia and their innumerable canals get. the full heiiefit to hi 
elerive'd from the' preKluce of the soil, if the Punjab with its magnifi(;en 
riv(*r sysu'm and the canals on wdiieh so mncli has heen spent hy the Gov 
e*rnment of India gets tlie* hem(*llt to he derived from the'se, I do not see an> 
reason why He'iigal ami Pomhay should not derive advantages from the 
situation of their ports. Kve*n, lioumve'r, if we give up these advantages fo 
the* benefit of otlu'is we are ce‘rlaiiily entitled to tin income that may in tin 
strictest senses he^ said to be*de*riv(*(l from the p(*ople of Bengal. ’I'ake the casi 
of jnte. Undi'i* the ordi*rs of the Government of India an export tax is laid oi 
this prexluce* of Be'ugal, yielding an income of about *c*rores of rupees 
No one can say that the* tax on jute cannot be localised or that it is notpurel} 
paid by the people* of Bengal. Take the case of tea and other exports 
on whiedi a tax is levied. Oe'rtainly by the use of a specified kind of form tla 
place of origin of theHe things that are exported can easily be ascertained ane 
tin* tax localised. 
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We iiiiiy proceeil to tlu^ ease of iiii|)i>rlh. oxInI iiii^ statislies 

J,. not help UB much as to how imirh of the imports into Caleuna or I>oml»ay 
ar<' sent by vail lo (Uher provinces. But [ think il is not in'ctessary to compile 
statistics to show that proporrionati'ly to population HeiiLral jtays a 
amount than any other ])rovim*e. Tiie hi^^rt«si itmn of tax is the iliity 
,>n cloth, and everyone knows that tmported idoth is mainly <‘onsuniiHl in 
In neal wliero the village wi'avcrs ol ordinary cloth havt' lar^rt'ly disap]>eari*d. 

take the case of sn^ar. lnij)oned sujjfar is not much cotjsuiut'd lu'yond 
lie'tiiral. The m^xr item is foreign licjiiors. I would not irrudge any province 
sMUi'li would claim llial proporlioiiately to its population tin* provinci' con- 
siimi's and therefore jiays a largi* amount , hut my imt)reS',ion is tliat tven in 
tliwitem, Bengal, which has a larger European pojmlation t iian an\ oihm’ 
proviiHH'. pays a ]>roportionattdy high amount, 'bhe mext item is tobacco, 
liro' also I would claim that this art icl(‘ is mo o consumed m Bengal tlian 
dUisioe it,, ^^dlat I would specially ask for is this— that if jor the pn‘senl the 
Nxliolc of the Customs is not provincialisinl. at least iho tax on jute which 
can hi^ l(K‘alis(‘<l should be ma le (uau’ to Bmgal. and that a special procc(iure 
h(^ pres(;riht^d for asCerl aiimig tin* pntportiMn ol i h«' im|)or|ed or 
, \ported articles tliat an‘ consumed or jiroluccd m the pi(»vincc where ilupv 
livr oliginally importml or from whu'li they aia^ <‘\pori(M|, and whon they arc 
1 •‘-cxport(‘d to otluu* provnHH^>s for cousuiuption or hiought from ot her pro- 
\ incrs. so tliat the valm* of tin* indirect eont nlait ion of (*ach tirovmee 
i.evaids tln‘ (rovernment of India may ho speinlieally and truly aseertaiiied . 


The Report of tin' Mi'ston ^ lounnil toc is biassed and unlaii so lar as 
Bongid is coiieerned. Tin* Report on ! inliaii ( ^MlSl it nt ioiial Rolorins and the 
Mostoii romniitt(‘e Re})ort both ])ro(a-ed nii the assumpi ion tiiat as in Bengal 
the land IS permanently st tth'd Bimgal has uinhu* no eii'cumst aneos any right 
to complain. Tin' Mest.oii (Jommiltt'e stal»‘s that tin- indiroci coiit ri hut ion 
now paid and to be l)ai<l in futun* under the jnoposed award by Ihnigal 
I owarils tilt' (loverniinmt of India has ln'eii lully taken on to account, alt.liongh 
the public and certainly wi? of Bengal w mid have likol to stio the aia ual 
tiguics for which (uodit has lieen giv«m lo l>o pui»lished and i‘!icck(‘d. 
A'lmittedly, Bengal pays the higln'Si amount in indirect taxation ainl ye.l tin* 

< oniniii t(M' tdiiiiks its(*lf porhau.ly justitied in iixiiig the coiit n hut nm ol direct 

taxation lo hi* levital by tin* < i oviniiniciit of India Irom Bengal at Ih cmf. 
>1 ilie<lciieit and from the United Proviina's whieh have a largei population 
than Bengal, of which the Pn^si hmt was t he lormei- Bi* uieiiant -Ui»\ ri noi . 
at l-S y>cr cenL only. Tin' Commit I ec do not, gi vt- any indieation even ol I he 
principles, far from giving any hgui es, on whieh the; have based l lien cab u- 
laiions, perha{)s thinking iliat tlnm it would not stand ei ii.ei-ni lor a mmuKn 
loo much is made in tln^ Re.port as to the e(;oii(»mv -houn h\ eeiiain po)- 
vine(‘s during tin' war, hut as 1 have already pointed out in eoiine<l,)on it i 
the first, resolution that so far as tli(' total cost of administ rat nm is concerne-l 
Bengal proportionately to its jiopiilation s/peinl^ le'^s than Bombay. . ladias t le 
I riited Provinces, the Punjab or even Biu nia. and when we ^ 
a siiari' of this goes to the pidiee departnnmt . it is no wondei that IjMig.i 
will have to mak(> a gix'ati'r le.cway m n*speet '>1 sanitation am c<ination. 
etc., than any other provinct* under t lie Reform Sc.lnmie. 


From the Rinteet figiir(?s of 19^1) it would appeal that our of a t >lal 
revenue of Pts. :U14r>7 lakhs raist'd in Bengal. 

K.V 7i>l)-81 lakhs. Madras g-.t Rs. SO.Vo lakhs out, -I Ks. ! '‘.'d 

Lnitod Provhicos' R.S. 813-()3 out, of Us. l.:Hti-7. and Rotuhay Ks. 1 _ ..Uis 

out of Rs. 3,13.S lakhs. Tho tiguros for Roi.ural aud IJo.nl.ay t.o rioul.t 
‘tadude tho inoomo from sale of oitiutii aii 1 Iroin tho miiiU n^poo.i\e j . 

thoMj two iiieomos bo deducted we have for Ixiigal Is. -.to i 

for Rombay 3,000 lakhs. We have then the fact that Roiiga o'* . ^ ' ' ' 

Kicotne of more than crores pays about 2') crorcs to the mperi x 

11a 
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Toeiit, 2 *.^., about S-lIths, Madras out of a total income of about 20 eror^^ 
pays to the Imperial (lovcrninent about 11 J crores, i.e., aljout ll-20ths or a 
little more than a-lialf. l>ombay out of an income of about 30 crores pays 
about 19^ crores to ttie Imperial Government, e.^., ifdhs, while the Ujiittni 
rrovinces of Agra and Oudh pays about ofrd erores out of a total revcoiiie 
(;f about 13|ths crores, i>., j?ths or less than half. We have the fact that 
ihmgal even now makes the largest contribution to the Government 
of India. Tlie Committee practically admit that the indirect contribution 
from Bengal is V(n\v higli and according to the population is certainly higher 
than that of tin* United Provinces or Madras. Yet the Cf)mmitt(‘e propos^^ 
that the final contribution from Ihmgal should be greater than any otlnr 
provinct^ The only possible permanent basis can l)e the percentage of 
j)opulation — (‘aeli f)rovin(;e paying the percentage of the deficit that l\w per- 
c(mtag(^ of th(^ po])ulation of that province Ixjars to total population. But thi> 
perc(mtage should be levied 4)nly when the initial distribution of revenue is 
just to every province without any taint of favouritism and when piojxT 
account, is taken of the indirect contribution paid by each. The inilml 
distribut ion so far as Bengal is concerned ' is imxjuitable. As regards 
indirect contribution, tin* Committee say that they have taken this into 
account. But tiu'y do not mention tlu* amount to be credited to each province 
for this, nor do they publish any figun^ or adduce* any principh^ by whi(*h tliN 
can be cahudateil, but on tin* other hand admit that no (‘xact calculation 
can b(‘ made. Vet the, (Jommittoe recommend that B(‘ngal vvhi(di pays tie* 
Government of India prgf)orti()nat(dy to its rev(mu(* and also absolutely ili- 
largest amount of indin^ct revc'iiue should also pay dir(‘(*tly a contribution 
larger than is warrant (‘d by the number of its population.” 


The Hon’ble Mr Watson-Smyth said 

“ My Lord, as n‘pr(‘S(mting the Bengal (diamlxu’of ('ommt'rci* 1 have Ixm ij 
told by tile lion’bb* mover that it is ni^cessary for me to speak to his reso- 
lutions, and so I obediently do as Ik* tells nun but perhaps not (piitt* in tin* wny 
that In* exp(*(‘ts. Tln^ vvhoh* subject is a liighly techniiud om* and ver_\ 
ililhc-ult. h)r anyone to uinhirstand whos(* mind is not traiin*d in tin* method of 
( M)V(‘rnnn‘nt finance*. 

1 havt* read Lord Mestou’s r(*]K)rt V(*ry can*l Lilly, and I must admit that 
1 lind it mon* t*asy to uinhu-stand than the spet*(*h of tin* hon’ble mover 
a eoj)y of which In* vt*ry kindly sent me in advanct*, so 1 liad an opportunii\ 
of studying that too. 

Lord Mestoii had a very difficult task, and he was expos(*d to adverst 
criticism because In* was one of the financial advisers of those who were 
responsibh* for tin* Montagu-Clndmsford rt*port as the hon’ble mover hae 
b(‘(*n quick to point out. 

in my liuinbh* ojiinion, how(‘ver. In* did his task extremely well in man> 
ways. I do not quarrel with his method of arri\ing at the contribution o 
(^ach province to the Government of India dt‘ficit. Let those percentagt^t- 
stand, I do not object to income-tax being takt*n by the C(*ntral exchequer 
The arguments, in my opinion, in its favimr far ex(;eed thofc^ against it. 1 do 
however, object very strongly to the c(*ntral Government taking ali tin 
customs duty. Here is an item which very readily divides itself into twe 
separate heads, viz., import taxes and export taxes. Let import taxes b( 
allotted by all means to the central Government, but surely export taxes an 
absolutely and entirely provincial. The export duty on jute, for instance, i^ 
paid entirely by Bengal, and should l)(*long to Bengal. '^I'he suggestion, there 
fore, that 1 have <o make on behalf cf the Bengal Chamber of Commerce is 
this : make all export duties provincial ; this will of course very largely 
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the Government of India deficit. Apply the Mosidh ('oniniittee's 
* >'\-atreH to the increased deficit ; this will mean a larger wiinirall (as Lord 
^ * )ut it) and a hrr^er contribution to tlu^ central (Tovermiumt , hut it 

\l,.^ron^I^ vvdiich is purely a provincial tax capable of dcvel(*pmcnl and 
^ should never have been allotted to the central Government at ail. 

Then* is oth(*r thino: whiidi I have to say. ddu* lion’ble mover 

], j^ittMition to the fact that land is permanenily settled in Ih'ieral. and 
r both the report on Indian Ri^fonns and tin* Melton G>ommlttec m:ik<‘ use 
^ f this to tell Uengal that she has no rii^ht to complain, 'fliis is correct and 
I /answer the Chamber j^ive to the hon'bh* inovt'r is this; ht the first 
^ a Of tin' new Reformed (council be tin* int rcHluct ion of ti Bdl t<> abolish tln^ 

'Onnmmt settlement and then the finances of this jirovmct' will lH‘Come 

pc I m « lx'” 

vastly more elastic. 


The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter «aid 

Mv Lord, I agrdc with l lic Hoii’l.lf Mr. Waismi-Smyi li .ilxmi lu# 

..uffL'- si ion of (li’vi.linj? custom duty into two pnrlK, viz , .-too.', and imi.ort 

(liitv. rogards export .Inly, allhou-rh timiv an- wry miuy valnaMc 

coiuinoditios exported from India, export ilnlies are le\ied pr,iiripal!y from 
niie, in other parts of India, e.g. from liomliay, almnt 10 erore.s o| rupees 

wori li of raw cotton are exported, over dO erores ol rupees w.irth ol wheat 

■u-e exported from other parts of Imlia, hut not a siimde pi'-e ol export -luty 
is levicil from these commodities. Over :i.') erores is th(> value ol exports ol 
seeds and copra exported and not a single pice is levied on that It is not 
necessary to multiiily instances, hut of all the principal and more valiiahle 
eomiiKKiities jute is the only commodity on which thmv is an exoor duly 
;u,,l on that account Ihmgal paid during IDlh-x'tt t wo erores and nnrty-eigit 
lakhs of rupees to tlie Imperial ( Jovermiumt . 1 he only ot her coinpai at i\ ely 

imp.irtant commodity on which there is an export duty is nee. hut the 
nnlount paid on tins account is iiiiicl. sm.allcr as comp.arol wi. h pit 
However, if we ask the (lovernment of India and the .diiil < ouimitte. t > 
provincialise all export duties, we shall he on sale groun 1 as ^ -I 

eromids. It will he quite open to ';> '-T ‘ 

cotton hut at iir.'sent she levies none. It will he .piite open o t In otln r 

provinces to leVv other export -luties. The delict o the tral 

will not he verv large, and whatever tin- delict may as my , 

Mr. Watson-Smvth has pointed out. it can he adjusted Iw a 
t, on, and the lai'ger contrihution will at tin' I'' 

hiition, hecaiise the other provinces have got .i wiin a • ' . • 

tin, Is iiersolf richer hy over two cores. I'l..- Imited I "y 

similar windfall ; and if we are to ask them to conti I lu I a . ' 

iioi b(‘ I'ither unfair or unjust. 

About income-tax, T agree generally 
the first place we must remeinhiu' th.at m on '".^,' 1 , "I' " it’ 
aiifl PXfvHs p»'ofitH tax Bonsai contril>ut<*'l h.ui< -om< \ a 
where near eleven erores of rupt^es, ami it is t» n -inn s 
Madras, and out of this about rent. 

industries, etc. 

.p<«=ioa. U«.l i.. 

anil ri‘in.‘.at.eil in tlie Meslon Gnriiiiii'ti-n a '"'f • nlai-i.H, il ia aa tiaa 

regards the question of the income heingcaincj .1 office of the 

been pointed out by the hon’ble takes pi aL Merely 

business is, there the capital is found an a< business is worked 

raising coal in Bihar does not nocessanly nc ^ 
at a profit in Bihar because the question of prohi can only arise 


w.is Hotm*- 
.s thv oofitrlbuti in of 
was leviud fnmi our b>^ial irnllH, 
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in (*arji«^-(l. This wan also pointed out to Lord Mefiton. It was also pointt^ 
out lo liiiu that in England, it has always hetni hold that where the heiu 
qiiart(‘rs lie. tlno'e the income-tax is payable. 


There is oin* point in Mr. Watson-Sinyth’s speech which \ cannot pa^ 
un(diall(Mig(Ml. He said that (Jin^ of the first acts of th(‘ Ueforined Couuci 
shall he t'»do away with the ]H‘rnianent settlenuuii. I have no doui)t that i 
niy hon’t)le friend and the ineinhers of tin' Chanilxu* of (Joniujevce woiil, 
diseuHH th(‘ matter with us sitting round a tabh*. they will b(‘ tlie first i 

agiaje that if the permanent settlement gO(*s, then their husiness will go tei 

What is tln^ |>osition in Bent^al ? Im Ifi'ugal the total land rexamiie is 1 
eroH'S and 40 lakiis of riqxH^s — for thest' figures I refer my friend to jh 
Land-revf'iiue Administration njporl — out of which two crori's and sevent\ 
SIX lakhs ol rupi'tis are paid as Land Kevtmue. leaving about nine crores o 

i‘Upe(‘S to 1)0 divided Ix'tvveim 30 lakhs of pio'sons of the land-holding class, m 

that tin' average ineomt of a landlord not exceed lls. ;3() a yc'ar, an. 

if you take into account big incomes lilu' that of my hon’ble friend th* 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Hard wan and other territorial magnates, tine 
the av(u-age coiih's to perha])s ::^() rupees a month. Since 1793, wln'ii tin 
pi'rmammt setthmMmt was first introduciMl mosi of the originaJ zamindai 
with whom sindi si'ttlenu'iit was efiecPal havi* sold t heir prop(M*ti(‘s toothei ,' 
who paid for tin* saiiu^. is it propos(‘d t o confiscate* their rights without pay 
ing for their ])r()})ert it's ? I trust tin* llon’blo M(*mber for tin* Cdianiber o| 
(aimmeree d(M*s not. proposes this. If so, how is tin* Stati; to gain and ir 
what way is tin' pu-manent S(‘ttl(‘ment to be done* away with ? Since 1793 :i 
large number of middle* men have* be*en created, ff you disturbe'd tin 
permaiient^ 8e*ttlement ten yc'ars aft(*r it was cre*at(Hl, tin* question would hav. 
l)(*(‘n difie're'iit. II yexi attcm})t to disturb it now you will (‘onvulse* socie ty ii 
Bengal in a stagge'ring inanne'r. As I have* alre'ady leointeMl out t he* avt*rngt 
income* of a landlord in Bengal is 20 e)r 30 rujUM's a y(*ar. The* re*siilt ol 
unse'ttling tin* jieu’inainmt Hettle*me'nt will be* to lake* away the rights f)l tln*s« 
poorer middle' e*lasst‘8 and, what is worse*, the* raiyats as a class will hr 
undone^ ddie 0)tal rent-roll e)f raiyats, as 1 have alre*aely pejintenl out, i> 
about 12 e*rore*s anel 19 lakhs. II you ele) away with the* permane*nt se*tth'- 
nn'iit. the*!! the* total rent-re)]l will met be le*ss than 50 e*rure‘s, or in othei 
we)rds, the* raiyats of lk*ngal, the poore*st e)f the pe)or. will have te) pay abgul 
30 crores me)re*. 1 he're* will be* far less lie'e* e*ir(Milatn)n e)l mone y with the 
i-esult that trade, commerce anel industries will be paralysed. * There 
anoihe*r j)e)int whie*h I wemld ask my hon’bh* fiuenel to conside*!*. IVrhai)s In 
thinks by getting riel e)f the; j)e‘rinane*nt se'ttlenn'iit he* will be* taxing the* rich 
einly. Paraeloxical the)ugh it may se'em, the* zamindars eif We'stern Bengal 
will gain mue*h, at any rate*, on jiape*r. If the* zaminelari system of te*mporary 
settleul e'siate*s e)l the* Uniteel Pre)vince‘s anel Orissa be intre)eluce*d, them 35 
per cent, of the* ])rofits will be* left te) the* zamindars. 1 have* in minel a big 
e'state in Bemgal the* greiss re*nt-re)ll e)l which at jire^sent mome'iit is abe)Ut 63 
or 64 lakhs and the reve*mie*. about 52 lakhs. If that estate be settled 
te*mporarily, then the gK)Ss remt-re)l) will pe*rliaps be ne*arly 2 crores ejf rupees 
anel the* incemu* on paper will perhaps be oxer 60 lakhs of rupe*es, but one* can 
e'asily re*alise* how difficult it will be te) colle*ct 2 creme s where at the present 
moment h'ss tlian half that amount is collt*cte*d wii h so much difficulty. It 
is commonly be*lieve*el that unse'ttling the permanent settlement wiirmean 
prosperity to Bengal but I say emphatically that it will mean nothing 
but ruin to Bengal. 1 hope and trust that be'fore an infiiientitvl body like 
the Cdiamber of Commerce takes u])on hiinselt to form an opinion upon a 
quostiein of sucli iinportan(*e as this it will go into the* matter properly ; at an> 
rate it shemlel consider how unsettling the* | ermanent settle*inent would affect 
their interest. I would ask them to take into consideration the figures for 
Be'ugal, Bihar and Orissa, the United Provinces and Madras, the figures as to 
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>,ulatioii and area, tlu^ figures a8 to trade and eomin(4Ct‘, \ \ie tigiires as to 
^ line-tax and the figures as to export duty, if really i>r(d>e into the 

'liter they will find that the interests of those who n^preseni the t'hainher 
(\)min<‘rce will he (luite as iriiieh affiM-ted as the int('re-its of the /ainindars, 
and tln^ raiyats of IJonpal. ’ 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

•• Mv Lord, there is one most important point whieh 1 wish to press, and 
jjj'it IS that there should be no indireet eontrihuiinn Whati'Vf r eontrihii- 
I to h(‘ made. h‘t it he MVddv uiidor one gmcral Ineul. My idea is 

whaievtu* revenue d(‘pends U[K)n tin* treneral jiresj^'nly ol the j)eo])lt' slsuihl 

1„. considered as local r(‘venms and if tji(‘ emit ral t J ov.'rnmi nt takes a poinion 
.,| it. let it ht> taken in a direct, way. Ineonu-tax ami eiistoms duty art* iw.> 
^oiireehi of revenue whieh can he expanded, and il i lu‘se t we M)nree> are 
,;ikeM away there would remain notliiiig for us. 

'riu* sugg(‘stion tiiat tie; ix'nnant'iit stUihumne should lu‘ done away 
wit li tloi‘S not appeal to me. It would do no l:'o<» 1 to the eounlry. It is a 
.Irhatahle point All along the cry has hetui that whenoer 1 hiu'e is no 
nrrniaiKmt siU, dement it should h<‘ intnMlii(H‘d there. Now it is an admit le<l 
fai t that Ihmgal peasants an* nrire prosperous than l hos,. (.1 otlier ])r.»vmeeK 
where there' is no pi'rmanent s(‘tt lenient. 

1( th(' proposition is aeee])t('(l that t h(‘S(' alsei should ht‘ considered as 
direc'i eont riluition, tlu'ii it will he found that the hurden nn Ih'ugal is lar 
more In-avy than on any other i>rovinee. All tht'se things ought to Im' 

Wii-li iJiL'Hc wofils. I KUpiioil tlif rcsdliitioiis.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said:— 

eord the four' resolutions which are hefoie ilie Conncil me some 
wlial m form, hut tlie imr|Hiil oi Hum) can l>e smimied u|> in a sen 

icnce. namely thnt the province, as represented hy the Leomiatnc fonncil 
c not satisfied with the award ot the Meston ( oniniittiH* 


. Your l-AcellcncN has alroad\ explained that uc piopo-,,. i,, iro.at the dc 
hate as an oiiixu’tiinit v for non olijein! opinion to (‘\piess itse <im < o 
not tiiereitne proriose U> argue the ofh^ial ease lot the pro\imi tn 
til ihe lii-st nle.et*. jt is iinrieressarv for me to do so, smee so lar as the (o)verri- 
ment (d India and the Joint ( Vniiniit l(‘e are coneerned oiii repi esm,t:.t ion on 
1 he subject is already in their hands. A month ago we iorwnrd/d jn rxpi < s- 
sioD of our opinion on the Meston Kepurt to the (lovernmen o rn la a 
no doubt that has alread^ gone home and tii fulness o, tinir ^ 

. i^'iig, { am afraid, with similar letters ol ^ protest nt'f'm 

It Vs as i'enmrked to me at the tune by one ol the members o k' \ es <■ . 

imttee dial he had already di.seoxeied that the> ^^e^e 

cilli an empiirv into the facts, as with the settlement oi a no m .dig 
fight 1 am afraid there is a certain amount .. truth in J 
province will he satisfied Howi'ver, we ha\e lodm ' a ' - , 
views. 

Secondly, it i.s not easy for me to argue the otru lal < '[' * 'ken't and the 

IS etifjnette that corre.spondenee lielween 'P ’■‘|,dnot h«- ncole iniiilit 

Coiernment of India and the Secretary ’ o t 

vhile it is in progr(.*ss. especially, as occasicnahy '“t''’' ' ppej,,,j, of that 

happen to see, eye to eye with those aliovc u.s, am i wo _ arciimente that 
etiquette for me to reproduce in a speech the piirp • 8 

we adduced in our letter. 
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lUit in fain ess to ourselves and I tliink, in ju.st.ce to the Legislativ 
Council, we are entitled to say so much; that we are in sympathy with ili 
resolution in so far as it means what T have already said, that, as a proving 
we are not satisfied with the award of the Committee, which is the view w 
exfiressed to the Government of India. To the general lines of our contehtio 
I referred briefly at the end of the budget debate, namely, that it is not faj 
to judge the contributions of the different provinces to the Central Goveii 
ment solely on heads which are provincial under the Refoj*m Scheme ( 
finance; but that, in order to arrive at a fair distribution, regard should 1 
had to all the monies taken from each province by the Imperial Governineii 
more particularly under the heads of income-tax and customs, includin 
export duties. Following on that, that if regard is paid to all the monies s 
taken, liengal’s and Bombay’s contributions to the Government of India ai 
far in excess of those from any other province, and therefore, it cannot I 
fair to assess the ultimate contribution of Bengal higher than that of an 
other jirovince. That, in brief, is our argument, and it will be seen that 
resembles very closely that adopted by the Hon’ble Member. 

Two minor points arise on the actual wording of the resolutions. 1 
will be seen that they recommend telegraphing the purport of the speeebe 
to the Government of India, and, further, direct communication with U 
Joint Committee We cannot, of course, communicate direct with tl: 
Joint Committee, and it will probably delay rather than exiiedite matters l 
send a too lengthy telegram of the debate, but we will at once cominunical 
to the (iovernment of India, the purport of to-day’s discussion, and to tl 
extent that it coincides with the views that we, as a local Government, lun 
already expressed ourselves, we welcome the fact that we find the non-officij 
members of this Council in ac(‘ord with us.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath Ray said 

“ My Lord, as r(‘gardsth(‘ last portion of the Ilon’bh^ Sir Htniry Wlo'eler 
sp(‘rch, 1 liavt^ only one obstTvaiion to inak(‘. Your Kxcelleney is awart' tin 
a f(5W days ago a notict' a])peared in tln^ papers that tho Joint (hminiitti 
would shortly finish their d(dib(n'ations. So if wo are now to (‘oniniunicai o I 
them iJirough tin* Government of India, it would take a very long time. 
t.el(‘gram may lx* sent to the Joint Committee ami tlnwSccretary of Stal 
informing t hmn that we are going to smul this through ihe Government ( 
India also. Uiat may be om^ of tln‘ ways in which this qmvstion may 1j 
solved. Orlnn-wist' it might take a vvvy long lime for us to communicate 1 
the Govtoiinumt of India and tlnni by them to t he Secretary of State and tl 
tloint (]ommitt(H'. In that case it wtn*e useh‘Ss to iiave this discussion at all. 

Tlu>n with r('f(‘ren(!e to tin* snl)jeet matler of t he resolution 1 may s? 
that 1 have (Kaisultml soim* of my friends her<^, and they are unanimously < 
opinion that we ought to havc^ the income-tax too, and I agree with thou 
This is ail I hav'^ got to say.’’ 


The President said 

“ I think T can relieve the anxit^ty of the hon’ble member with regard I 
the method of prewedure which wi* inttmd to follow for making the wishes < 
the non-offKaal memlxn-s known tt) the Joint Committee. The Government < 
India have already been informed that tlu' non-official members of tin 
Council desire that the expression of their opinion should reach the Joir 
Committee, and the Government of India have asked us to telegraph tli 
result of to-day’s discussion as soon as the debate is over. So the hon’bl 
Member may rest assured that the information will reach the Joii- 
Committee immediately.” 

The resolutions were then put and agi’eed to. 
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Babii .1. C\ D^tla. 


list of business— item No. 17. 


Tli6 Hon’blo Babu Akhil Chandra Datta inovid lUv inHowin^ n bolu- 

ti''n 

Tliis (A)uncil rocoininomls to thr (Jovernor in that a iTfoiminMula- 

bo niado to tlio Government of India iliai such sti'ps bo taktui as may ho 
to drop the proposal of allotting to t h.‘ < u‘nt*ral fhi la^pean (’oiisti- 
the Kefonued l^('nu:al L(‘unslaiive (\)uncil iour inoie siuilslhan wm’c 
I.M^nKilly proposed liy the Franchise Committee. 


lb‘ said : — 

•• Mv Lord, it is, of course, well known tliat ihest^ lour seats aia* in 
I lin,in'to the 12 seats allotted to the Furopeaii eommerce. As rejanls the 
■ ..nfilion of the Kuro|)ean commeree, the Sent lilrnn.iiuh Committee 
''u,''v...l‘as follows-! read from page ll-' H will he noted that. tl,,. atmmm 
,,’r',. ,„rsentation given to ['mrope^an eommiTce in Bengal is larger Ilian in 
,,,,.iince 8 ; this step We hold t;; he jusiihed hy the nnim-tanee ol 
ru.oneau eommerce in that province. 1 ns is rather imiottani in (onne 
M.iii with the representation given to t, he general Kurop,.an consul m m n s 
\, I, mlledlv the representation given to commeree is e.veessix e as eompa.ed 
„;,1, , he ‘other i-rovineos. Ongimdly iny Cord, yonr , ' ; 

,„„„t proposed four memhers for the lMiro],ean m.tist , ueney 1 he I . an. h is.^ 
Coniinlll.''. however, reeomm.'iid.al i.vn,,— one to ( id.mlta ami t Im ol hm "tie 
ol the Presidenev. Kven thos.. two s.iats h,-ing soniewlnit . isp, 0,-01- 
n-.iai.-lo the numh.'r of Funip.sans, it app.'ars I o im; that t he Nml hhoi .nigh 
C -mimllee otfer.-d something hk.- amapoh-gy which ud h." ‘ 

..■■ihe report of the Franchise Committee. lu") this on | .ig - ; • ' 

,.‘e rds Fairop.^ans our action imeds hut little jiistilicaiton h.yon. an .ipp.m! 

s, matmn of Curopoan commero and mdust ry. hu tn ‘ 

Cnropean community as smdi is cniith'd tosep.ii.i-t ' | 

»ucli M llu«.- -'tP'-'-ey-'-e- ■'-'■“■e- ' e O 

. nii..i,mari,-» a.i-l 'I'.- I't''- '^00' 

,,d,,0v ,,u.ll-y,n,.,e,-,.,-. s,,lpl. 

ctM-nvd 111 commercial and mdust i lal <K t i\ i i . I' lirnDcan 



4 ,i„. pana,i.c. Ti-n 

L)int Sel(!ct ("ommitti^p. All that wt lind a > Indri will he 

,..-,M-aae7, TI.S i« .vl.at tla-y xav-' ' p- Jl'l''-™ " .j n,! llh.C 

iiisi ruett'd U) (jonsult the Goveriiiiumt ol Ihui^r<i ^ thnr is a 

-t Karopaana ia lie, .gal, U apr-ara h ,1,,„ 

go., d d.ial for readjustment of that repies. n -a ton. . ^ ^ ^ ,.,.als • 

'e.'ommendation, in place of two seats they i- nmiih.-r origin- 

four additional seats have heon given, that i . ' < _ .1, ,|,y |,,iid. of this 

ally givan I,- tl.O F,-a„..l,iaa 0, ;;;V 
nd-iiMon? There are altogether about L p tdioiisimd. It 

Itoughly speaking, the result 18 almost one [ ;,,-,.„gth of this 

would 1 h3 interesting to know what should he ^ t,,;, y A 

^h.uneil if representation was given to ^ ,'j„, ]',iahmiiis ought to gel 

little arithmetical working shows that in lha ... () 0 (» memhers and ihc 

over 1,000 members, the non-Hrahmins more . < Hindus ought 

d. -pressed classes about 10,000 members. . bringing ibe total t., 

to get 20,000 and the Muhammadans about 2-., 000. Ringing 
45,000. \-2 
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Bahu A. C. Datta; Mr, Watson- Smyth. 

Now, my Lord, this is certainly very excessive and disproportionate 
the number of Europeans in this country. Of course taken by itself tlu're 
no harm if they are given more seats but some proportion must be maintain, 
between the Pjurop(*ans and other communities. What makes me obj;‘ci 
the excessive representation of the European is this. The exci^ssi 
representation of the Phiropeans is not quite compatible with the scln i 
which is intended to lead us eventually to responsible Government, and it 
prejudicial to the popular inten^sts. My Lord, this excessive representaii 
has been taken exc(*ption to by all the rejiresentative institutions of i 
country, including even the Indian Association. I make special immtion 
tlui Indian Association not because that that body is entitled to great 
weight than other bodies, liut be(;ause the Indian Association are a body 
jjeofihi v\djo, it is well known, are satisfied with the reforms : they are* 
opinion that the ndorins are adequate and satisfactory. Therefore when ih 
complain it ought to bo taken that there is some substance in that conqilaii 
This is the resolution that was passed by the Indian Association : — 

‘ The Association records its emphatic pro<t.e8t against the recommend 
tion of Government to allot four additional si^ats to the Pduropeans in Heng 
whose* representation as proposed by the 8outhborough Committee', was alrt‘;ii 
ex(;(‘Hsiv(^ and quite out of proportion to their numbers and their genei 
int(M*ests in the country. In the opinion of the Association over-represmit 
tion of the European community is incompatible with the scheme which 
intended to lead to resfionsible Government and is strongly cahuilated 
jeopardise the success of the reforms in this province.’ 

Therefore, my Lord, we request that the proposal of allotting four mo 
seats ought to be dropped.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Watson-Smyth said 

“ I (‘annot congratulates the hon’ble mover on his first resolution wIik 
in common with tin* second and third, is anti-Kuropean and highly jnovor: 
tiv(^. However, we Europc'ans can, I am afraiil, expect nothing idsi' inmi 1 
hon’bh* mover. I should be the last to deny anyone the right to his o^ 
honest opinions. 1 (‘an quiti* Ixdieve that it ^ould bo highly disiast(‘fuJ 
the hon’ble mover to see so many Europ(*ans in the Ih'formed Council- 
fact 1 have no doubt that a Council ccmsisting of any one besides the hon I 
mover would lie consideia'd by him to be ov(‘r-stocked. But he mii 
have some reason for moving so many and such highly contentious resolutio 
at a time when W(* all thought that discussion was in abeyance pending t 
(h'cision of the Joint Camimittee at Hoim*. The subjects have all been fill 
discussi'd and the recommendations, both of this Government and the Go 
ernment of India, formulated, and it is left to the Joint Commiitee of Parli 
ment to issue final orders. 

No doubt he has one very special reason for his action and it is not f 
to seek. Politicians of the views of the hon’ble mover have got a roue 
path before them. The simple means of entry into this Council will not app 
to the Reformed Conned where they will have to woo a very large consi 
tuency, and probably face oppasition to an exient unknown in any of tin 
previous elections. They must, therefore, be first in the field with a popul 
cry and a popular platform. Nowadays any stick is good enough to be 
the European community with, and with a certain class of politician the mo 
they do this the greater is their claim to patriotism. Therefore, no doubt, tl 
hon’blo mover hopes that ‘Down with the European ’ will be a popular wa 
cry and an anti-British policy — a popular plank in his platform. It 
therefore for the benefit of the voters of some remote constituency in whi< 
the hon’ble mover hopes to be a successful candidate that we are forced 
listen to thqse resolutions to-day. 
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Mr* Watson-Smyth ; Babu K, M. C hand hurt. 


'1' 1 the hon’ble mover I will not waste time in aildressintr any artjuinents, 

] kiiow he will not listen to me. 1 will content myself with saying this. 

\\ Furopoans are a peace-loving and long-sutVeriiifr race. We ask nolliing 
/ tliantolive on terms of political friciuhliip with our Indian cotni'al nois, 

1 "lei not the hon’ble mover be misled by our eomplaisaney. If lu- makes 
mistake of smiting us on one clieek, tlien 1 can assure him tliat no 
"'■itier what our religion may teach us, we shall not turn tlie other cheek to 
",''',.‘l,ut on the contrary shall hit him back. 

Do not let it be thought, however, that I in any way (piest ion the sincerity 
rlmiiestyof his convictions. lam (juite prepared to believe i hat the idea 
i having to sit with so many Kuropeans in the new thmned is really distasie- 
1,1 I ) him and 1 will, with all humility, suggest a remedy which might suit 
llith him and us. I suggest that he placid himself at the fe.U of the Mahat- 
„ri Daiidhi and imbibe from him the elements oi non-eo-operat ion. 1 his will 
.til' Ids withdrawal from tliis Council and the ab.andonmcnt of any niea ol 
m:mg m the next. In doing this he will gain i>eace for his soul and earn 
ill,, etirnal gratitude of us, his ‘colleagues. 

lint the. hon’blc mover cannot pass this resolut ion witliout i he vole of 
,„,.,nhers of this Council, who hold more moderate views and they will, 

1 l,.(.l Mire, bo willing to listen to argument and he guided by what they tliink 
Whether these few extra seats will l.e granted us. 1 do imi know, but 
,rih.'V are. then we shall not be in any lietter position than we are to-.lay. 
Tii. p'iineiple which 1 ask you to accept is i.he same ).rinei|.le wlmd. was 
ited by tliis Council m U'l8, namely, t h.at whatever percentage ol the 

I Council i.s allotted to European noii-oilicial members, the same j.ei- 

'..Mtage shall he given us in the Reformed Council. Now, the lig.tre arrived 
.„ l,v the Fraiudiise Committee was hased on the assnmpl mii i hat the 
i;, [.Milled Council would consist of a .•ert.ain numher ol mcnil.crs, I 

however, hocn changed ; extra scats have heeii a-hled Imre and the . 
all at the reipiest of you lion’hle gentlemen and those whom you lepie. eiit. 

t lie proposed miml.er of the new Couiicd far e.xceeds the nmnhei on 
which tho Franchise Committee based tlicir rceomincndat ij;n. 

We aie only asking for our numbers to be proportionately ''‘'‘''j 

’iiiii oiir ] Sun ly t is iiol hni^ ni t us. . i i r.iiilf 

IC, thing in tins that a really fair-minded memher ol t his ( ouneil e.n n f, 
uuh an.l so I appeal to my Moderate friends to gnve us fan a n this 
niaiter. I ask them to judge this qiiesl ion entirely ' ^ 

ic»t It) sacrifict*. all chances of our workini: t op-ri lier, t<> > * (•crtaliilv 

Voltes at t he (;oniinc^ elections. If this rt^solution is |)as^( ( ,i work in 

^li.^hoarlen those vvho hope that the MoilerateS ami hun>pcans vv 1 k 

iiarniony to^i*ther and it will tend to driv(‘ us into p( ipf'tua f j> 

And after all you arc not deciding this 
‘'cat^ will depend on the docision of the .loiiit < (iminit ee. a j tli,.re- 

Ceinmillee you Indian gentlemen have many g'"" (.jisc 

hue decide on the material liefore tlmm and do ■ ^ of 

hy allowingr this resolution to be cabled Iloim* as * "c • “ i jp . 
tln> Council. I feel convinced that, many of my ^Indian fimrids will play 

game towards us, and vote against this resolution. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

•'My Lord, originally I had no mind to community 

hut I see that really something has hec^n doin> TlKire was a 

far in excess of the recommendation of the .luint ‘ ^ readiustiaent 

suggestion hy the .Joint Committee that ‘lyre them,' but to increase 

and upon that four aiditional seats have been allott 

it from 2 to 6 seems rather disproportionate. ^ 
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I cannot understand why my hon’ble friend Mr. Watson-Smytli has 
the thr(‘at that if anything is said against it then all hope for co-oporau 
bctwe(n) the two parties will l>e gone. 1 cannot understand why such thu 
should be said ; similar things might be said by others. A zainindar ^nun 
likewise come forward and say that if their party is not properly represem 
then all liupf* of co-operation will be gone. 1 am not conTinced of the reas' 
ableiiess of th(i arguments put forward l)y my hon’ble friend Mr. \Vats( 
Smyth. I rather agree with my lion’ble frii.md Habu Akhil Chandra Dai 
that there Kh{)ul(l not bo so many additions. 

With th esc few words I HU))port the* resolution of my hon’ble friend.” 


The Hoii’ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy said 

‘'My Lord, the resolution movcM by my hon’ble friend to the right is t 
first (d' a number of nisolutions which deal with the allotment of seats 
th(‘ l\f‘form(‘d Council to various communiti{‘S. There are about Ll su 
rc^solul ions, but they r(iSolve th(‘mselves into a demand for an increase 
Hindu H(‘ats and a dtuiiand lor tin* rediK'tion of non-Hindu seats. \\ hiL 
sympathis(^ with my friimd in his demand for an additional seat for t 
district Irom which he eonn^s, the division he r(*pr(*sent8, and the eommun 
to which h(' Ix'longs, 1 am afraid 1 cannot support him in his demand for i 
redu(!tion of Kuropean, Anglo-Indian or xMuhammadan seats. 1 say ‘ Muha 
madan si'at s ’ b(‘(MUse I find that his resolution No. 23 is directed against i 
Muhammadans.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

“ My resolution does not aim at reducing the Muhammadan seats. ” 


The Hon’ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy (continuing) said 

“ Hut that is what 1 umb^rstand from my ]’(*ading of it. d’lie hoii’i 
memb(‘r has not advanc(*d any argument woi'th the name in support of 
conttmtion that the numbi‘r of luiropean sisals should be rediua^d. d 
in(‘r(\as(^ of Kui’opi'an S(‘ats by 4, if 1 am not mistaken, is the la'sult of 1 
inereas(‘ of the total stiamgth of the Couindl. The pi-oj)ortion of seats allotl 
to lh(' various communitK's rcmiains undisturbed. If my lion’ble frii' 
argiK'S that the luimbm- of Kui-opean s('ats ought to be reduced because t 
Pmropeans are niimeriiaally small, 1 should like to know why the number 
Hindu seats should ix' in (excess of tluur numeriiaal strength. 

1 am afraid that the spirit in which my hon’ble friend has approached l 
question of allotment of seats to various communities is not calculated 
make foi- Hindu-Mosh'in unity or Indo- Kuropean co-operation which 
essential for tlie successful working of the new Council. 

With these words, my Lord, ! beg to oppose the resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Leslie said 

“ Jly Lord, I rise to oppose this resolution. It seems to me a great f) 
that the hon’ble mover has drawn this racial red herring across the trj 
I take it that we are all here not to exercise racial feeling, not to denoui 
each other, but to do what we can for the better government of the count 
The hon’ble member has not made one single suggestion throughout i 
8pee(‘h to show that by cutting down the numlier of seats given to t 
European community India will be better governed or Bengal will have 
better Council. My Lord, I hold no brief for any community, the only hr 
I hold is for the better government of Bengal. I take it that the Europe 
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represent not only tlie Euroiiean int(‘ri>sts wliieli inelieles 
"")ital sunk in this country — I luive no desire to tloj; a <lead horse — 1ml, 

' • Lord, 1 maintain that the European nieinlu'rs will reiirostoil huiitlri'ds of 
I'lKiiisand'e of Iiniians who are employed in jute mills and otln-r mdiisirial 
[•onee'riis. It is the managing asrents, the mill managers and people of that 
class vvho are the nin bap of the employees of these mills and i he proper 
•, oresentativea of these dumh millions i,if 1 may use a phrase whielt is much 
Irukneyed in this Council) will he the European memhers. My Lord. 

this connection 1 would like to refer to a remark in ihe lion Ide Halm 
Siireinlra Nath Kay’s speecf^^ which he read to ns hefore Ve wmil lo luindi. 
lie said ‘ why should a firm of managing agents in Caleutia control coal mines 
1,1 ildiar, tea plantations in Assam, and jute mills in Hengal, wit lioiii each 
eoiieern having a separate head ollice ? ’ 'I'he answer is that the firm of 
managing agents is the brain of the wiiole organisai ion. My Lord. I a.h.pl 
that answer ‘it is still true that those who think miml govern those 
who toil.’ 

I oppose this rosolulion.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said 

Mv Lord, this is the first of ti series of resolutions dealings with the 
roinposilioii of the future Council and the electoral iraiicliise Since it has 
•ilreadv been decided, as in the ca.se of the resolutions on tin' reconiniciid.il tons 
of the' Financial Relations Cotnmiltec, that only non official opiiuon should 
he expressed on these resolutions, 1 intend only to explain in a lew words 
the reiison of the recoinmendations made bv the local (iovenimeiil in each 
particular instance But, before doing so, I would like to make two general 
lemarks which are aiiplicable to all these resolutions In the lust j.lace, he 
matter does not rest with this Ciaincil or with the local towernment, the 
rules will be made by the Governor General in Council, with the snne nui ot 
the Seiretarv of StaUy and practically, under the procedure adopted, they 
will be made, as Mr. \Viitson-Stu\ th has remat ked. with the eomuiretiee 
and approval of tlie Joint Committee Sccondlx we are not willing upon 
a clean slate. As the Council is aware, when the composit loii ol the i w 
Councils was first taken mi in detail, the method a.hipted w.-m the • I'l"’" ' 
nient of a committee under Lord Southborough. •> th.il ' . 

local Government made proposals, and Lord Niiithlioioug i s . 

eonsidered them; thev, in their turn, made rcconimendation.s to the G vu 
nient of India, who 'examined them and sent them on to ^ ' 

State and the Joint Committee The latter hi, ally gaie j 'I ' ' ' 

directions as to the modifications of which thiw ‘'I’l’"'''' . 

s])ecific (lirecUon was given by the Joint ( oninnttee i ^ 

eluded, and eoneluded rightly, that the issue was a closed one, th,. s 0 v 

borough Committee. We can now therefore 

what lias been accepted or of what has Iktii u' wished 

have not a free discretion to reeon.struct the who e "" " i ,, ,, which will 

to do so. This is particularly ajiplicable I 

come later, recommending the reopening ol eortaiii (iiustions wl.uh 
already been decided. 

Referrimr to this particular resolution the justification of the 

proposals of the locai Government ['rVovemlK-TlfH when 

passed by a non-offirial committee of this -n,.,! 

they cons'idered, as a tlmeffect that 

resolution, proposed by Uv. Bengal Legislative Council .should 

adequate repre^ntation on ‘ J tx, sufficient U) 
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number of elected meml}ers. The Committee unanimously agreed to that 
proposal. Jdiat is the record of the proceedings, and on that record we 
framed our j)rof)Osals, and it is far easier to judge of the merits of this ques- 
tion, if, also as the Hon. Mr. Watson Smyth has pointed out, w^e concentiwue 
on percentages and not on numbers, because the total number of elected 
seats in the Council has varied from time to time. The original proj)osal 
of the local Covernment w\*is for H(> members; the Southborough Committee 
recommended 100, and the last proj)osals of the local Government were for 
IlH. Therefore by me?*ely looking at the number of European seats, mis- 
k^ading (jonclusions arc apt to be drawn. The Council should look to the 
})roj)ortion of the European seats to the total elected membership of the 
Council. The existing proportion of Europ(‘an seats is 17-8 per cent., and 
we have worked throughout on the theory that that })roportion should be 
maintain(*d. Hence our original suggestion for 17 Eurojiean .seats out of 
Hi) elected members. The Southborough Committee, while increasing the 
elected number of seats to 1(H), reduced the number of European seats to 15. 
They gave no rea.son for so doing, and when we came .to examine their conclu- 
sions, w(' adhered to our previous recommendation, which, as I have sr^id, 
rests on the resolution of a committee of this Council. The total number 
of elected members having risen to 118. the number of European and Anglo 
Indian seats — because these rea.sons aj)ply both to Europeans and to Anglo- 
Indians— has been increased in projmrtion. That is the ex])lanation of the 
addition of 4 seats which appears to have alarmed the Hon’ble Member, it 
is imu'ely the maintenaiu'c of the ])roportion which we have advocated 
throughout, and which at one time w'as acce])ted by this (.-ouncil. 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

“ My l.ord. 1 am j)(‘rf(‘(‘l,ly a wai t' of t he d i (lieu 1 tad suggostod by tlir 
Ilon’blc Sir Ihmry W’luMh'r b(‘cause w(' arc at a V(‘ry4ale stage now. ] can 
only say tin’s in justification that this is the i'arli(‘sl oeeasion n])on which wt‘ 
could possibly nie(4 so far as this (.Council is <‘oncern(M|, alhu- tin* publiiaa- 
tion ol tli(' rules, etc. My l^ord, ndeiTing t o tlnwirgu menl , whicdi (au'tainb 
has some foiaic, I hat tin* number was originally smaller and thm-eforc* the 
number of s('ats allottt'd to Euroj»eans was smaibu*, I can sav that that 
explanat ion certainly goes to a C(*rtain h'lurl h, Init doi^s not go far (‘iiough, 
bt'caust* when tin' numln*?* was SO. your Exc(*llency ’s (jrovi*rnm(*nt proj)os(*d 
t wo nn'inbi'rs for the Europi'an S(‘ats. Now c(‘rtainly, tin* increase* from 2 to 
0 is not proportionate to tln^ increase* from 8() to 112. 


ddn'ii, my Lord, 1 r(*ally do not know what to say in reply to the obse*rva- 
lions of the' fn-st spe‘aLe*r. At one* stage* he said elistinctly that he was not 
prepartui to adduce' any arguments, but ye)ur Excellency has heard how the 
groate'r portion of his spe*eeh was nothing but a pe'rsonal attack without 
re*fe'rring to tin* argume'iits. e'ither good, bad or indilfe're'nt. He .said, it is 
ve'ry e'asy to eiy elown English pe*oph‘, anel soon ; 1 .say it is easier still to 
tak(' U]i a ])osition like t hat and ])e)ise)n tin* ininels of all people by saying, 

‘ Wt'll, hen'’s a man who wants to down tln^ English ])oe)ple ’ ; it is very easy 
to rouse* I assieai in the minds of pe'Oph* in that way. Who knows who 
might not be* h'd away by that sort of appeal ? In any case, he .Seems to 
think that 1 am a solitary man who holds this sort of vie3W, and the whole 
country du*s not share this view with me ; it is furthe‘r suggested that it is 
only Extremists who ln)ld such views. I am only sorry that my hon’ble 
friend overleniks facts and stern realities. He forgets there is not one 
representative assoedation or one representativt* Indian in this country who has 
not spoken against this excessive European representation, be he a Mexierate 
or be he an Extremist. I say this without fear of contradiction. 1 say 
even the Indian Association, tlie most moilerate of Associations, condemned 
this in the strongest possible language, so my friend must be labouring 
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lulor a misconception if he thinks it is the opinion o{ S(^-'an(l-so (only. He 
r*als to his Moderate friends. Bui may I ask him wlnn-e are those Moderate 
yf his to whom he was making this appeal? l>oes due M.Hieiate 
^ )f rt this view? Why (l(X>s he iioi care te !-ei> lhlnL^^ as ih(>y 
^"luallv stand ■? To live, in such ignorance over the actu.-d stall' of i iiings 
av*lie living in a paradise, but tiiat is a paradise wiiicli ts always .•'lutinied by 
■I'lrwise mein Ho appeals to MiKlerates, ami t liinks that they will eo-diieiate 
with Idin, but may 1 ask him what happened in this \ei> t’oimril (’hainher 
diilvat the last session of theOouncil, on the li'th and l.' tli ol Apnl Iasi, when 
i'l,,''(*alcutta Kent Hill was passed ? He st refehed out his hands idthem; 
were they grasped by the Moderates, did they su)>port him ? It was mysell and 
lli'ose otlier jieojile' who shared the same j.olitical opinions w ii h me that 
supported him. He Sitretched his hands to the Moderates, liny were imt. 
lakeii or acci-jtled. It will not do in this (loitticil il as a re]>re'entative 
of either Europeans or Indians, if you want t.o do goo.l, that is noi. the 
attilude that you ought to adopt ; argue and reason and not simply \ilbfy. 


Mr. Smyth speaks of m.-operat ion. I say i his is raisi ng ipiite a laise 
iS'iitn If we wanted to boycol.t the Ueformed th.uneil then and iheii only 
t his controversy of co-operation wr.sn.s non-co-oiier.al ion would timl eould 

htive some sigiii'lic.ance. Hul everybody knows— M r. Sinyl h oiighl io know — 

ihal all classes of people in this country have decided once and toi all lo 
woikout the Reforms for what they are worth and lomake most ol them. 
Onee we arc in the Council we shall certainly co-op^'fal e w it h I he low ei n- 
tneni whenever they propose something for the good o| the .■onniry. At 

ih,. time we shall certainly withhold our co-opm-ation wheiievei 

,hev propose anvthing iirejudicial, to the i.optilar interests. We a.e not 
iieiVerse people and shall not adopt the suicidal course ol opposing the 
ilovernment just for the sake of op,.osition even when they initiated bene- 
heial measures of ,'ducation. sanitation and other improyT-menl s. .M i . . m.M li 
readout his written notes in such a low \oicethat I eould no rati h his 
words. 1 enquired ol my colleagues on m.v rigdit and on "W Icli. J !"■ 

s.ud t.hev also could not follow his sjicech. All that we •' ' ' " 

lioin th.‘ isolatctl words we could catch is that Mr. Smyih has 
lei.sonal viliiication. 1 shall not stoop so low as to return abuse ba al.m . 
I wont use anv unparliamentary or tindigndied c.xpMssion eyn m s 
deieiire. 1 shall only t' II him that this should not be " 'V 

w'lHd ])r(*acli(‘rt in Kcason ami out ol s» a ‘Oti. 

rertain that Mr. Smyth and the European community at .‘I;, ,, 

regret the speech he has mad(> to-day and will I'e ashame' o n >. 
which his speech has bciraycd.” 


A division was then taken with ilm following n suit 


Ayes .9. 

The Mr. Provasli C^huiider MiU(‘r, 

C.I.E. 

„ ,, Babu Biojemlra KiRlmr Hay 

Chaiidluiri. 

„ ,, Mr. Araii C'handra Siiigha. 

„ „ Rai Debendcr Chundor (ihose 

Bahadur. 

,, ,, Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

„ „ Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

„ „ Rai Mahendra Chandra Mittra „ 

Bahadur. 

„ „ Babu Kishori Mohan Chan- 

dhuri. 

„ „ Babu Sarak Chandra Chakra- 

barty. 


\o(’S /O. 

The Hnirith' Sir Hajfiitint Naili 
K (M.K. 

Mr. < • 

Mr. V. M. 

Mr. M. l':it heart. 

Mr. H. M \V;ith<»n-Sin\th. 

Mr. A. J>. l'i(‘d<f<»rd. 

Mr. W. H. HiodpH 
Mr. VV. L. TravHfH. 

Dr. Al»dii!!'A-al-Main«Mi -uhra* 
ward j . 

Khan ;r-ahil> Ainan All. 
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Tlio following inombers abstained from voting : — 

Tho Hon’bb* Sir H(mry Wlieeler, k.c.i.e., c.h.t. 

,, ,, Sir Ibjay Cliand Mahtab, K.c.s.i,, k.c.i.e., i.o.m, llalia- 

rajadliiraja Bahadur of Burdwan. 

,, ,, Sir (diarbis Stovenson-Mooro, k.c.i.e., c.v.o. 

,, ,, Mr. n. L. Stoplnuison, c.s.i.. c.i.E. 

,, ,, Mr. F. J. Moriabaii. 

,, ,, Major-rT(;n(;ral W. H. B. Bobiuson, c.u., i.m.h. 

,, ,, Ml*. J. R. Blackwood. 

,, Mr. F. A. A. Cowboy, (M.e. 

,, ,, Mr. M. i \ McAlpin. 

Mr. L. S. S. O’Malloy, (M.e. 

,, ,, Mr. 0. N. Roy. 

,, Mr. A. Marr. 

Mr. W. W. Ilornoll, c.i.E. 

,, .. Mr. J. Donald, (M.E. 

,, Khan Bahadur Maiilvi Aiuiind Islam. 


Tho following momb(M*s w(‘T(* absent : — 

’Tho llon’lih' th(^ Nawab Bahadur of Mursliidal)ad. 

,, Sir Ndratan Sarkar, Kr. 

, ,, Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

,, ,, Raja llrishikesh Laha, c.i.E. 

,, Ibabu Siv Narayan Mukharji. 

,, ,, Kumar Shib Shokliaroswar Ray. 

,, ,, Sir Doha Prasail Sarbadhikari, Kt.. c.i.E. 

,. ,, Rai Rad ha C ha ran Pal P>ahadiir. 

,, ,, Mr. 0. A. Baylcy. 

,, ., i\Iaulvi Abul Kas(un. 

,, ,, Mr. M. Ashraf Ali Klian (diaudhiiri. 

,, ,, Manlvi A, K. Fa/d-id 11a(]. 

,, Babu Bhabi'iidra Chandra Ray. 

,, ,, Mr. Altaf Ali. 

,, ,, Babu Sunmdra Natli Ray. 

,, Babu MahendraNath Ray, (M.E. 

Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

’rh(‘ Ayos being 9 and tho No( 3 s 10 tin* motion was lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 18. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akbll Chandra Datta moved the following lesolu 

tion : — 

ddiis (\)uncil ro(‘()nimtmds to tho Ciovornor in Council that a recommonda- 
lion be made to the Covernment of India that such steps be taken as may be 
nect'ssary lo droj) tho proposal of allotting to the Anglo-Indian Community in 
th(' Relornit'd Bengal Legislative Council two more seats than were originally 
pro])osed by the Franchise Committee. 

Ho said : — 

‘ My Lord, it would not be justifiable to give the Anglo-Indians more 
than two s(‘ats. That was the view of your Excellency’s Government. The 
I ranchisc Committee did not accc'pt that recommendation. They were for 
giving one seat to the Anglo-Indians, The representation of the Anglo- 
Imlian community presented a question of very great difficulty, and as it was 
desirable to afford them an ODDortunitv for nolitical ednnatinn it mtio. 
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I , . it coiiH not be done except through cointnuiial clcci ion. This rcconi- 
' (lilion of tlu- Southborough Committee was acei'pled by the .loiiit Select 
" n'liinittee, that is, tlioy also proposinl to give one seat to t|i’> Anglo-Iinlians. 

1 " re was no further reeommeiulatimi of tin* .loint Committee in their 
*' irt t,(i increase the representation of the .Vnglo-lndians. Ihit as their 
'!irt lias been sent back for the consideration of the Lis-al tlovern- 
!'nt tliey have increased the number from one to tliree. it has lieen 
e^erved ' my Lord, that this was beyond the scope of ref.>rence. Hut 
I would not press that point — it is only a teclinical objection. The wlmle 
ucsiion is whether as a matter of adjustment, of jiroportion iliey are entitled 
have the number raised from one to three. The feeling on the siibjeet 
r t hat this increase is not warranted either by tludr number or by tiu'ir 
wealth or education or otherwise by their g.meral status in sexhety. Their 

1., 'nl number in this Prosidcncy is so that one member has been given 

M every 0,000. Of cour.se, as regards Kuroiieaiis t here is t his argument that they 
■nv niori' educated, more wealthy and iiilluential people. I do not know whether 
the same view can be taken of the Anglo-Indians, t’eriainly the Kiiropeans 
aiv mostly commercial people, they have got a stake m the eoiinlry. Tiiere 
1 ^ , 1,11 the' least doubt about that ; I do not know if the same thing ean be 
.aid about the Anglo-Iudians. Now, niy Lord, if other eonimnnities_ will have 
iheir representation, raised like this, then «e should havi- .^toO Hindu 
111 , inbers and 4,000 MuhammadAii members, or to loiik ntitfromanoiher 

.landimint, while one member has been given to each ti.otio Anglo-Indians, 
111 . iiiber has been given to each 0 lakhs of Muhammadans. 1 do not know 
u hetlier iiiv hon’bM friend Dr. Siihrawardy would like the .\iigd()- Indian 

1.. |.ieM.ntat'ion to be 100 times iimre I ban the Muhainimidans. Now, il we 
air to prepare a comiitirative statement iibout tlie extent ol repre.eiitation, 
I rn th.at statement would be soiiuOdiing like this : _ As reprds Kiiropeans. 
,.n, ...ai for each thousand ; Anglo-Indians, one seat lor eaeh six thousand ; 
Indian < Miristians, one seat for ?t0,00!) ; lliiidiis, one se.at for laklis amt 
.Muhammadans, one seat for 6 lakhs ; and depres.sed class, 'S, one seat lor one 

fl • il'tK 

So far as this representation is eoiieeriied, one iMirojie.m is i .|ii,il to 
Anglo-Indians, 400 Hindus. (>00 Musalmaiis. ami 10.000 depressed classes ; 
o’lr .\iiglo-lndian is equal to 7.') Hindus ami 100 Muhammadans. n si an 
hem that make it absolutely clear that they are not eiilille.j tohavrll.eir 

st ilts rais(Ml from on(‘ to Ihrec'.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 


My Lord, without taking much time I think I agree with 
irn iid the Hon’ble Habu Akhil Chandra Datta, that theie w.is no 
for raising the number of seats for Anglo-Indians. 1 ilnnk m 
vi iy reasonable, and I hope the matter wdll be faiilj i i cn < < 


iny liori’hlo 
jiisl ilication 
oltjcctinii IH 
>y I lie .1 flint 




The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said: — 

“ My Lord, the argument in this case is exactly the saint 
neetion with the previous resolution, although by sj)!] mg i.iii, to the 

point becomes somewhat obscure, I have endeavoured < * ‘ M U . to ^u.e 

Council how, consistently with of the Gou^ H A 

JUid European representation had to be laistd, it ^ Council, 

iti the new Council in the same proportion as it is F " 

It thus happened as a consequence ol the i^erease in ^ Anglo Indian 

elected seats, that we had to ‘raise the number of 'JX After 

members from 17 to 21 ; that is to say, we had of the 

discussing the :^i^ribution of these 4 seats with t p • 
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two communities, we decided to allot one more seat to the Anglo- Indians, win 
is the reason why their number has been increased from 2 to 3. Thecefoic i 
argument is precisely the same as in the case of the previous resolution. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta wants to take away se; 
out of the three recommended by us for the Anglo-Indian community, but 
would not meet him in any sense to transfer these additional Anglo- Indi 
seats to the Europeans. What he wants is to knock them off both.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Leslie said 

“ My Lord, 1 ris(‘. once more in opposition to the lion’ble mover of tl 
resolution. My fihuul iiiakeH it very diilicult for me to understand In 
] do not know whetlnjr it is dii(‘ to the li(‘at the room or tln^ latem^ss of i 
day. hut I (‘(n'tainly cannot follow iiim in his argiimont winui he says thai 
wisln^s to MUp[)ort proportionate r(‘i)r(rsentat ion and then proceeds to dostro\ 
hy redurli(t od ahsiirduni lor li(‘ shows that proportionate rt'pieSfuital.ion inev'i 
a (h)uncil of about 45,000 momlnu'S. 1 do not think that tli(‘ hon’hic* ineini 
knows wdial, In^ is talkin^^ ahoul when he speaks al)Out Anglo-Indian la jn 
sentation in this Council. My Lord, the history of the Anglo-Indian 
Eurasian coniinunity has been vc^ry much before^ us of late, but 1 should li 
to point out to (‘very niembm- hen^ that the definition of ‘ Anglo-Indian ’ 
th(‘ fiurpose of t he (‘h'ctorate of this Council imdudes not oidy t hose of ini\ 
ra(u* but puia* Europc'ans who chooser to make homes in rhis cjountry ami 
adoj)l an Indian domicile. 4diat, is the mnv definition of ‘ Anglo-Indian 
tlu^ fuirposi'S of tin* ILdornu'd Chaincil, and tlial iudug so, it dot's not lie in : 
mouth of my hon’bb^ friend to talk about. Anglo-Indians without knoui 
whom h(‘ is s| t‘aking about. My friend has said t.hal the ])ro])ortion has l 
to b(' adjiist.(Ml. l)o(*s Ik? n^ally think, as 1 said b(‘for(\that this (’oiiii 
has got to be incia^ascMl, to consist of 45,()0() immibeis, b(‘caus(s that will 
ailjustiiK'nt according to pro] ortion ? IL' has then said that tin' number 
wt^alldiy and ('du(%*it(‘d Anglo-Indians is 18,1)20 in this jirovince. Ag.i 
1 ])oint. out to him that In' is dt'aling nith tin* old (h'linition of Auglo-Indi 
as OIK' of hiiximI d(‘sc(‘nt and not with tin* dtdinition for tin' j)Ur]ios('S of ll 
Council. My Lord, it may Ix^ (\\\\i() trin? that tin' Anglo-Indians have not hr 
heard of in matti'rs ])olitical up t.o now, tln'y have in tin* past adopti'd 
attilud(^ of (luiet loyalty to tin' throin' ; they have done their work ai 
have said not hing about it ; thc'y hav(^ now bei'ome a political entity in t 
country and no spi'oeh such as that of my hondile frit'ud will kt'cp them dow 
It has btx'ii said and it has not Ixh'ii contradict(?d that tin* backhom? of t 
army is the non-commissioiu'd man. 1 speak, my Lord, on behalf of l 
non-commissioni'd nnm of that gri?al army which helps to govern India 
an army which includ(*s Europi^ans, Anglo-Indians and Indians, officials a: 
non-officials. On their behalf 1 oppose this resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy said 

“ My Lord, I rise to associate myself with what *has fallen from i 
hon’ble frit'nd Mr. Leslie. I have nothing more to add to what he li 
already said. But 1 have to ask a simple question of my hon’lde frici 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. Am I right in thinking that Hindu represent 
tu)n is more than the Moslem represent at ion in the Reformed Council despi 
the lal ttn-’s numerical superiority ? If so, what are the reasons for the cxce 
of Hindu representation over Moslems ? The answer to this question is t 
answer to his criticism about the weight of nuini)er8. Number is not the s( 
factor in determining the amount of representation of a community. 1 amn 
ill favour of introducing racial questions in this Council, but I should like 
be clear on .this point. Hiesefew words I beg to oppose this resolution 
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The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

• ily Lord, there is some misconception ahoiit the new delinition of 
Vnelo-Inclians and the number that I have given. The number 1 liave given 
,, liifit of the people who are covered by the new delinition and not the 
, ;,i,iiit'r of those people who used to be known as Anglo-Indians ni this 
, ,,ii 111 I y before. If we consult the Southborough llominii tee's report wi> will 
jeid that there is that definition and the number of pi'ople who eonie under 
11 , at definition. 

As regards Dr. Suhrawardy’s remark,! do not propose l<i aee.’iu the 
. iiailonge thrown out by him as it relates to a raeitil (luesiion. If 1 discuss 
I 111 - I think it will not conduce to llindu-Muhaminadan unity in tins 

Council.” 

Tho resolution was then put.and lost. ' 

The President said 

"Owing to a mistake in an entry in the previous division, the ligures that 
I gri\e out were not correct. Four members who are absent were entered as 
!ia\ ing voted by a (dorical error. It does not alt.'r the result of the division 
except tliiit it alters the number, 10 voting against and 9 for the resolution.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 19. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta moviu 1 till* Ff ‘lli'wiiitc rt'Sf »1 11- 

1 1 "11 . — 

Tins (’oiUK'il ivcommonds to tlio (lovcrnor In (^)Uiioil tliiil a r(‘cniiiiiM*iida- 
li")! inadt' lo Uio Cioverniiunit of iiidia llial hucIi st<‘ps lit* taken may !>«* 
M' ""-sary to have a frainoil iiiido.r (jovrriiimmt of India A' l , oxpi fssly 
'i' liaiiiii^ KuropeaiiH and An^^lo-fndians fnim coiitrsl in^ iln* two Laht mi' seal h 
111 thf Ki'foriiKMl liengal Legislative Couneil. 

lit' said : — 

My Lord, in support- of (liis resolulaoii all that I nocd say m that this is 
a )j u tioji which has hmui jiasscd hy all t In* )'i‘]>resenl al i V" iiist il nl ion-- ol tin* 
euiiiitiy including also the Indian Associalion.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said; — 

My Lord, this resolution has refercnc(‘ to constilinMicv wiiicti is the 
dir(*c( outcome of the recomiiiendatioiis of the .joint Loiiiinittta*, which wished 
^i>at an attempt should be made to secure a lietter ri‘pn‘s(Mitat ion ol the iirhan 
wag(' (‘arning class. On rceeijit of that reeoinni(*ndatioii we did our l^cst 
<levise a (‘onstitueney, although there are many who led that tin* time is 
scarcely ripe in this country for a constituency <>( this kind llow(‘V(‘r it 
^'as not for us to argue and we did our best to create it Ordinarily in sp(*cial 
'^‘nstituencics the rule is that the representative ot that eonstitnenev should 
<pi^hhed as an elector in it, that is to say. /.aniiiidars should he r(*[)n‘seiilf*d 
^amindars, and so on. When we came to this lalKuir eonstitnenev, liear- 
'I*- in mind that the labour vote would Ik* sornewdiat illiterate*. w(* thought 
'^ould be too restrictive to make a similar provisioTi, naiiK'ly, that labour- 

manual and industrial — must be represented by labourers, and we rt*eoni- 
iiiended that they should be represcnte<l i>y anyhoely (jiialilied as an eh‘ctor 
m any special or general constituency. The racial (juestion was never raised 
w anvbody and never came into our minds, and it seems to me to inadvisable 
introduce it now. If it is desired to ensure the representation of tfie 

}:iA 
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labour constituency by wliat in England is known as labour candidates — tra 
unionists, or persons distinctively associated with the labour movement 
names will readily suggest themselves to this Council of Europeans wl 
in this country at the present time, would probably satisfy that qiialifieati 
more completely than many Indians. So if that is the object, why *(1(1 
Europeans? To impose a racial qualification is a new point which we iie\ 
thought of, and for which there does not appear to be adquate justification 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

“My Lord, I have nothing to say in reply, (‘xeept tdiat I am anxious 
mak(* one g(‘neral observation, so that I may not be misunderstood in tl 
inatttjr. As I have sul)mitt(Mi IxTon' these arc* considered as grievances by t 
l)(! 0 ])le. 1 thought it iny duty to bring thcs(‘ juatters to tln^ n(jtice of yo 

Exccl](‘ncy’s (jov(?rnnient. This mucli 1 wanted to say to the gentleman 
iiiy riglit also. Whatevc^r (dse might be said it must be admitted that 
tluoa^ is any puldic opinion on a certain matter, it is our humble ai 
sacred duty to bring that to the notice of the Government. I do not think 
istotlie interest of any class in this country that we should conceal o 
real tliought and say something outside the Council in the Congress ai 
Confenmees' but when we come to tin'- Coumdl Chamber (diange our to 
and mak(^ misrepresentations (^f these matters to the (government. ] do ii 
think it is good for any party conecumod and this is my justification 1 
tt-oubling your Lordship with these matters at this stage.” 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 20. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following la^so] 

tion : — 

ddiis Couned recommends to the Governor in (knincil that a lan'ornimuK 
tion b(‘ made to the Government of India that such steps bo taken as may 
necessary to allot two s(\ats to lh(‘ iion-M uhammadan rural population 
Tipj)era in the Keformed Bengal Legislative Council instiuid of one as n< 
pi’op(as(’d. 

He said : — 

“ My Lord, my justification for moving this resolution is this: ] fii 
for instaiH'c, that the non-Muhammadan populaticm of Jessore is smaller th 
that ol Pippera, but two stoats have been given to flessore while one has be 
givim to Tippera. 8o lar as tln^ Southborough (yommitte(ds report goes 
numb(u- of voters is shown as less in Ti])pera than in Jessore, but it is wi 
known that the estimate ol figun^s of voters as given in that report is rath 
incorrect, inaccurate and misleading. The only thing that is a sure ai 
e(‘rtain dat um upon which we can ])roceed is the figure about population 
given in the census report, and according to that standard Tippera shou 
be given another non-Muhammadan seat.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty said 

My Lord,^ the object of my intimating that I shall speak on tl 
resolution w’as that if the learned mover successfully gained the six sea 
from the Anglo-TiKlians and Europeans there would be a contest for tho 
seats and I had a mind to ask for a portion of those six seats for my ov 
district, Dacca, which has been very badly served in the case of non-Muhai 
madan seats. My friend has been unsuccessful in getting the seats fre 
the Europeans and Anglolndians and I do not think it would serve ai 
purpose to press this resolution.” 
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The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said;— 

“ My Lord, I think the Hon’hle Member actuated by district patriotism, 
has jireferred a claim which can hardly be sub-stantiated, Tlie matter i.s to 
l,e judged rather bv the provincial average number of rural mm MuliamiiKulan 
voters per seat than by the particular number wbicb ma\ exist in an 
i.solated district. It may be that in our wish to gne representation to a 
jiarticular district we gave a member to it tboiigli of slight l\ less voting 
strength than another, but if the ijiiestion is judged on averages. 1 submit 
that there is no claim. The average numiver per .seat of non Mnhamniadan 
rural voters, according to the figures laid before Lord Sonlhboiough s ('om 
mittee, is 23-3 thousand: the anticipated number of non Mubaniniadan 
voters in Tippera was 18,83(5, so it really scores on the allotinent The.se 
fiL'iires have been revised in the light of the first preparation of the electoral 
roll That brings out an average of 14,00(t jver seat, whik' Tip|iera comes 
out with 12,006 voters. On these figures 1 do not think we can jvo.ssibly 
make out a claim for two seats.” 

The resolution was tlioif put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 21. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta moved the folinwing resoiu- 

I ion : — 

This (^Jouiicil roH’Oiinnonds to tho (lovornor in (’ouinnl that a rcoominonda- 
tioij hr iiKulo to lli(' (ioV(‘rinn('nt of India that sncli slops hr taken as may ht^ 
nt'Oi’ssary to allot oiu' seat to the ui’lian arras of tin* (diitta^on^^ Ihvision ami 
OIK' seal to the Urban aroas of tho. Rajshahi Division in the ht fornird I>»‘ii^''al 
Lojfislativr C'OiUK-ii. 

He .sai(J : — 

“My Lord, iny point is this. It appears that (hdeutta urban has koI t wo 
iiicinhei's, Howrah has gol om^ inomhrr, PrrMdmicy Division has ^ot another 
and the l)acca Division has (jot one mi'inher. So praci l(•all^ the uihan aicas 
of till' Prosidi'iH’y Division, Durdwan Division and tlio Itaora Division have 
h'‘('i) ^ivK'n sejiaratd' roprf'St'iitation. Tlirn’ is sonu' fi’din^ that tlic urhaii 
ai’tas of t,h(‘. iminifipalities of the (Jhitt.a^on^ Division nnii’ht hr n om voti* 
and th(^ urban areas of tlu^ niunicijialities of tlir Il.ijshahi Divi-ioii oiir srai. 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said:— 

“ ^ly I^ord, in this doniand 1 join. Now that, Dai jrriintr Jist i-n i, has 
shown williii(riiess to como under tho. operation of tdir Itidoi iiir<i ( 'ounrit. 
and in tliat demand tlu' other dislriols of tin*. Uajshahi Division have joinrd, 
1 think that one more seat, for tin* Kajshahi l)ivision, riihrr loi tin- urban arra 
or 111 any othor sliapo, would bo a groat, lilossing and vvmild niort liio wislirs 
‘d tho peoplo. In this view I nso to support this n^soluiiou. 


got rat}j(*r across the 
""is tiie firial arbiU^r 
came out th(*v of 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said: — 

“ My Lord, in this instance the Hon’ble MemlxT has 
Toint Committee which, as I have previously said, 

ia these matters. .When the Southborough Committee i . . 

course considered the matter of the representation of urban and rural areas, 
and the recommendation made to them by this Government was I lial t hr d ist i ric 
Hvely urban areas in this province were to be found in C alcutta 1 low r a i am 
J^aeca, and the riparian municipalities on the hanks of tlie • 

fhat, I think, is correct all these areas have a distinctly urban characRir, 
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far different from the ordinary district headquarters, which, even if it Ik* 
Kr'inij)ur Boalia, is little more than a large muffassal village. Calcutta arnl 
Howrah, on the other hand, Dacca, partly from its historical importance, 
and the mill municipalities are distinctly urban in type. Their ways of 
thought and manner of living are different from those of an ordinary rural 
village. That was our recommendation to the Southborough Committee, and 
it was acce[)ted by them as regards the definition of urban areas, though for 
some reason best known to themselves, they raised the repi'esentation to ho 
given to siudi areas. When the matter went before the Joint Committee the 
latter held that the Southborough Committee had overweighted the urban 
representation to tlie detriment of the rural, and we were asked to readjust 
the balance, ft would, therefore, be impossible for us to propose more urban 
seats, quite apart from the fact that we and the Southborough Committee 
held that Chittagong and Ilajshahi, which are not distinctively urban, ought 
not to have a separate rejiresentation of urban areas as distinct from rural. ” 

^riH< resolution was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-^ITEM No. 22. 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta moved the following resolu 
tion : — 

^riiis C^)un(nl recommends to the Governor in Council that a I’eeone 
TTiendation lx* made to tlie Government of India that m‘C(*ssary st(*])s l)(» takf‘n 
to ofuit the words during and ” in paragraph 3 of Sch«*(lnle II to tin* ruh*s 
r(dating to . he Provim'ial Legislative^ Councils, })ul)Jish(Ml in tln^ ('alcutia 
Gazcltr o{ th(^ J9th Hay, 1920, Bart lA, page 440. 

He said 

i\ly Lord, tin* fact is this: Under tlie rules that have het‘n fraim'd 
it has b('t*n (‘iiaclt'd tliat those who j)ay C(‘ss, tax(*s and tluM’ates of lh(' year 
should !»(' (digihh' for uleetion that will takt* plaei* in 1327. loil(‘ss that 
eomlilioii is fiilhllt'd no man’s name will lx* phux-d in the list of voters. 
’The result has boon, as I know as a matter of faet, tin* list has Ixcn eui*t,aiJ- 
('d to any t'xlenl, hreaust^ ills well known that very h w ]K*oph* | ay IIh^ rout 
of idit^ y(‘ar, Ix'foia' expiry of tln^ year. T know of sonx* cases wlu'ia* the 
list, has l■e(m n'tOictnl by half and some oases to one-foiirth and this is 
not (jiiite ])rojX‘r in tlu* first year at least, because the p(*oph* did not know tliat 
iheia* would lx‘ a rule like this, I^ut if the ]H*ople km*w that they would 
he al)l(' to ('\t‘reis<‘ tlu^ right of franchise* on jiaymemt of the cess or taxes as 
pia)\dded in Ihi^ rule th(*y certainly avouM have paid the* cess or tax»*s in time, 
’riie'v did not know this and now it is too lati^ for llie'm. If they paid cess 
now that would ne^t emiitle them to vote. If this rule is adoj)teel aftt*r 

the' iie'xl eh'cliou iioheHly would complain, hut so far as tliis (*h*ctioii is 
(umee‘i-m*d it is emiy proper that that (condition should be eliminated. ” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said: — 

My Lord, the reason for Avording in its present form the rule with which 
the resolution is eoncerned is largely a practical one. In a gei^eral 
constituency one cpialification is the pa\Tnent of cess or tax dmung, and in 
respect of, the previous year. The Hon'ble Member wuints us to leave out the 
words “ during and; ” in other words he Avould eliminate any specified 
period within which the cess or tax must be paid, in which case a man could 
presumably lie registered as a voter if he pays at any time up to the publica- 
tion of the rolls. We did not consider it practicable to do this. We had 
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.TO ahead with the preparation of the rolls, which were taken in hand in 
iNauarv, thus allowing ample time to pay the taxes .luring the previous 
^u' * 'VV’e thought it absolutely necessary to fix a period whudi would permit 
■?the roll being compiled on a definite basis If the roll is to be left in a 
I’lnctuating condition right up to its final publication we considere.l that it 
would seriously complicate matters, wlule there is no real hardship in a.iher 
iiiiT to the rule' as it has been framed,’* 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 23. 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra 

n’"n : — 

This Cinuncil recommends to the 
iii.'iidation be, made to the (loveriiment 
a- may bo m-cessary to incroase the 
v. aisiii the Reformed Reiigal Lcirislaliv 
lo the Lucknow compact. 


Datta mov.'d tile following re^olll- 

(lovernor in (loiim il that a 

of India that such stops I..' taken 
number of non-Mu h.aminadan troiii.i-.-d 
a Council so as to mako il eonlonnal>le 


He said 

" Mv Lonl, this is a compact which has been accepted as a mattor of fact 
the’ basis of the dist ribulion of sisits as belw.-eii Hindus and Miihain- 
neidans be 1 he Montatru-tdlielmsCord Report, by tin’ |•ran(d,l^o ( ommitieo and 
■i|s,, bv the doint Select, C.iminittce. According to tins e..m|.aet tlm piopoi- 
l,„lian n.presen.,ation was 40 and tiO-10 percent.. Mu liamniadans 

a„d 60 per cent. Hindus. W.. now know that the Muhaiiitnadan nun bo s 

HI and 1 think my tigiiro is right because 1 loiin.l a list publish., i i 
(iazetle of the Kith dune ami in that list the number 

ini„. number is 40. then acconling t.. the iJ ' ' ‘I,. 

o| Hin.lu srsats ought to be GO, but as a matt. ;• .4 ia<-t tha nmii . 

Out of the 116 .dected members 18 have been gtv.m to t h.' Lii i . -1 .o.nis ,.nd 
;i to Anglo-lmlians,and th.u-eforc if w.. de.luct 21 Iroin I H.^Hes-.. i.mai i . o, 
and of^this nutnber if 40 go to tin- Muhamma.lans only ..o n in.iin I a 
Hindus. This, r iM^g to submit, is not conformahle to tim I-'" ''"'’" 

Mr. Suhrawanly is not here. Ha.l he b..en In-re I w..u .1 inn.. i I in. tlnM 

1 do not propose to decrease the number of Muhamma.lans. , 

submit is that the Lucknow' compact which has been a( . . i 
actofl upon.” 


Tbe Hon’ble Babu Sarat Cbandra Cbakrabartty said : 

“ Mv Lord the Ilon’ble Member has said that he doi's not lit. to 
decream^,t number of Muhammadan seats ‘’"J ".',‘ 1 ,'';.;:’ ' I'.Vs 

in the Hindu scats; in this I give lummy humole ’’"'h ' 
really, been a great complaint that the number o non . j 

the province has been much less than what I ic '**' ’ j ,.|li,,.at ion 

1 he number is much less, and as wo want of Knioncan 

seats, without any proportionate decrease ui • i< ,,.e,,iiimen- 

Anglo-In.lian and Muhammadan ^'”'7 ,‘nore non-Moslem seats 

dation by this Council to increase five or „rlevance With these 

and allot them to Hindus. That will remoye their grievance. With 

words I support the resolution.” 
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The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said: — 

“ My Lord, I think I can easily set the Hon’ble Member’s mind at rest. 
Practically his t'esolution asks that the Muhammadans should not have more 
seats than they are entitled to under what is known as the Lucknow compact, 
and of that intention there is not the slightest doubt, since the Joint Com- 
mittee has definitely said that the recommendations of the Franchise Com- 
mittee in respect of the adherence to the J^ucknow compact may be accepted. 
The Hon’ble Member may, of course, ask if that is the intention, why has 
it not been followed in the scheme as it stands, which does show the Muham- 
madans with one seat in excess of the number justified by the Lucknow 
compact. 1 can easily explain that. When we sent up our proposals 
regarding the landholding interest, we recommended 7 members, but 
the Covernmejit of India cut it down to 5. That accounts for the present 
exc ess of 1 iri the number of Muhammadan seats. Attention has been drawn 
to this fact by the Secretary of State, and it will be for the Joint Committee 
to readjust it. As a matter of fact, the comj)()sition of the Council with its 
conflicting interests has become a sort of jigsaw ]<uzzle. There are the Euro 
pinin, the Anglo-Indian interests, the landholding and commercial 
jnterests, and, as regulating the Muhammadans, the laicdmow compact, and 
all have to be ke[)t in mind. Various people make various suggestions alter- 
ing the total niimher of seats, and the relative proportions get upset. How 
ever, this can be put right, and about the Taicknow compact there is not the 
slightest doubt- that the Joint Committee intended to adhere to it ” 

o 

I'Ik' rc'solutioii was l-hon put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 24. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta moved the following n solu- 
tion i-- 

Tliis (n)uncil rc'coimmmds to the; Covinmor in CouikmI that a rec;oni~ 
nieiidalioii bo madt' to I lie ( iov(‘rmu(‘nt of India tlial sindi stojis bo taken as^ 
may bo i.cM-ossary to substitut-o tim words “ which is govornod by t-lu* Indian 
I'bacUorii's Act, Ihl 1 i X 11 of ItHl), in recidpt of a monihly wag(‘ amounting to 
Its. t?() and not (‘xci'c'dmg Hs. 80 ” for thc^ words “ which is a mmnher of ono 
of (ho alVilialiMl assovdations of tln^ Himgal (hiamher of Commei’ci', in recm'jit 
of a monthly wag«‘ amounting to Rs. 2f> and not exceeding Rs. ‘hd ” in ])ara- 
g'*aph L‘) of Solu'dnh^ II to the rules rcdat ing to Ih'ovincial Legislal ive 
(iloumnls, published in t.h(‘ (\xlcufta (ruzeite o[ Rtth May 1920, Part lA, 
jiage 443. 


lie said : — 

“ My Lord, the cotnplaint made in this resolution is this : That the 
francdiise has liecm restricted only to wage-earners employed in those com- 
panies which an> affiliated to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce ; that is a 
restrict ion that will exclude wage-earners employed in other companies. 
Th(' intmition was that- all wage-t^arners should be given a represimtation, 
and not wagt'-mirners of a particular district or area, or that wage-earners 
employed hy ct'rtain companies should be given representation only. In that 
view, 1 think that this reslriel-ion may be removed.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said: — 

‘ ‘ My Lord, here again, I hope I can give the Hon’ble Member an explana- 
tion of our action which will commend itself to him. The resolution refers 
to the labour constituency, which I have previously referred to as rather a 
troublesome on^ — one which has given us a considerable amount of anxiety 
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to work out, and in whkh, in a sense, we are not vet satisfied that we liave 
at a solution wliioh is above criticism; nor do 1 think, m the present 
,,,iulition of the country, we shall ever arrive at a fullv .satislactorv solution 
iB endeavouring to form an industrial wage earning constituem v we had 
first to decide ttie area which we would take up, ami we conlined'it to the 
.nreas round Calcutta, which seemed to us to In* distinctly industrial areas 
We then had to consider what was about the iiiaxiiniiiu elei'torate which was 
111 ant sense manageable, »ind what was the best wat to cn.sure the prepara 
iioii of the electoral roll by a reliable agency We thcaight that we could on'lv 
rdiiipiie anything like an accurate roll if we eonlined ourselves at aiiv rate 
1,1 the beginning, to large concerns. If you frame a roll m the terms'of 
the Tactories Act, you bring in any concern which emplovs fib persons or 
umie, and you get in a multitude of [letty concerns m winch we shall never 
he able to regi.ster the voters That is the sole rea.son for restricting the \ote 
III enijiloyees of large concerns. 

Then as regards the wage limit We eon.sulted the .lute Mills Assoeia 
tiiin as to the jirobable number of voters we should get bv taking ,, certain 
wage limit, and we worked it out that by taking Rs 2;") to Rs tla as the 
limits, we could get an electorate of att.OOti The iigures ha\e not been vet 
, implied, but the estimate is the liest we could frame If we put this wage 
hmit between Us. 2b and 8b instead of Rs 2;') and :15. we should gtU an elec- 
t. irate so large that it would be extremely problematical whether we could 
ever handle it. 

These are the reasons for our propo.sals, and tliev are straightforward 
and sim]ile ones. ” 

The I'csuluiion was then put. and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 26. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta mov, i 

I ion : — 

Tins (Jouiicil n'ooniiuf'.nds to tin* (lovt'rnor in ^dninril that a i tconinitnida- 
’loll Im‘ iiiad(‘ to tlit‘ (Jovoriiineni of India t liat siirh sit'ps lx* takfoi as may l>'‘ 
11 'X'f‘ssarv to alter nlaiiSf^ 8 (7) [a) of tSc^liodidt* li of iln* draft rides pnMislinl 
III tlio ^^ilcufta (rdzidte of tin* IlMli May, ID-O, Tart 'lA. pa^<* -MO, so as 
to make a tenant in oeeiifiation of a liouso situated in any Munimpal or 
^ aiiionmeiit area (piaiitiiHl as an elector if ht‘ pays an annual I’eiit of not Irstv 
dian Us. (M). 

He said : — 

My Lord, the position is this : rnder the rules as framotl, a lar^e nnmixn* 
‘d peof)le who are now in occupation of houses as tenants jiayin^^ riKtiitlily or 
yearly rents will he deprived of the vott^. I’lioy will not iiave the rif/ht of 
"Utfrage. In most cases tax(‘S are paid in the name of owners, and so far as 
tlu‘ assessment list goes, it is the landloixTs name whieh apj>ears there, and 
Hiorefore professional men and other pjeoph’ who (xmupy lumsi's in nri>an 
^'iieas as tenants will he excluded. This resolution eoriteinf)lat(*s the inclu- 

of those men in the electoral roll.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said: — 

“ My Lord, the rule as now framed gives the fraruhi.se, practicHlly, on 
Hie (juairtications for the Municipal vote, that is to say, the fiayment of a 
^‘^rtain minimum sum as rates will entitle a person to vote. What the 
Ifon’ble Member asks us to do is to alter that basis of (jualihcation to on^ 
rental valuation of houses occupied, that is to say, that any person who 

14 
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pays lis 60 a year as rent should have a vote. My objection to this is ver\ 
much tl)e same as to the previous resolution. How are we to compile 
list? On the basis of municipal qualifications only w^e can compile a list oi 
ratepayers, as we arc only following the basis of municipal voting qualitiea 
tions. But if we are to introduce rental valuations, it wdll be an exceedingh 
difficult thing to ascertain what rent a particular individual pays, and thf 
tr(mt)le of coftipiling a roll will be increased enormously. It is a practical 
difficulty, therefore, which stands in the way of the resolution.” 


The Hon’bie Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty said 

“ My I jord, as till* lioii’lih* mov^er lias j)f)iiit(‘d out, a very large proper- 
lion (jf tli(* municipal pofiulation will he (>xelud(*(l if the preK(uit ruleK stand 
In my own municif>alit,y of Dacca, theri^ is a proportion of about half and h;dl 
in the number of voters — that is to say, one-half of tlu‘ voters are rato-payco 
paying a rate* of Re. 1-8 per year (^ach, and tln^ other half are nmt-payci> 
(*ach Jiaying a I’ent of Rs 20 a year, but a(;vordmg to the rub s as now 
framed, the rent-jiayers will be totally excluded, and it will be vi^ry unfaii 
because a person paying lu*. 1-8 a month as lati' will have a vote, whilt 
a person paying ev(‘n Rs. 1,0()() a month as nmt will not havt^ a vote. • So J 
beg to submit that it wcuild be. very unfair to a vei-y large numb(*r of towns* 
p(u)])le, wdio gimerally i(*side in rent(‘d houses, to lx* totally (‘xcluded from tin 
franchise. As regards th(‘ Ilon’ble Sir Ibmry Wlnadtu-’s remark that it 
would b(‘. V(U*y difficult to find out what is tin* f‘xaet nmt a man is paying 
1 lieg to point out idiat it wouhl not Ix^ mxx'ssary at all to find that out 
If th(‘ rent -])ay(‘rs become voters as widl as the rate-payers, tinm 1 think 
there wdll bt* no diffiiadty about this. With th(‘Se words I support tlx 
resolution.” 

ddi(‘ n^solution was put and agrcfxl to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 26. 

The following resolution stood in the name of the lion bh' Riabu Akhi 
Chandra Datda, namely : — 

dills (’oiincil nx'onmumds to tin* (lovinmor in Coumul that a reconniHmda- 
tion be madi' to the (loviumment of Imlia that necimsary steps b(‘ taken 
to amend t lu^ draft ruh' relating to the (jualilications of electors of non* 
I\1 uli.'unmadan and Muhammadan constituencies in Bengal for the Indian 
L(‘gislativ(' Assembly so as to confer the franchise U])on any person paying 
incoiiK'-tax. irres| ectiv(' of the amount tlnu*eof. 

lie said : — 

“ My Lord, 1 do not wish to ])ress this n'solution. I wTiuld ask leave tt 
withdraw it.” 

11ie motion was tium. by ](‘av(‘ of tlie Pia^sident, withdrawn. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 27. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following resolu- 
tion : — 

This Louneil rt'coinmends to tin* Governor in Council that a recommenda- 
tion he made to tin* Government of India that necessary steps be taken to 
allot one more seat to Ifi'‘ngal in the Indian L(‘gislative Assembly than is 
^proposed in the draft rules and to allot one memher each to the Chittagong 
and Rajshahi Divisions. 
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He said : — 

“My Lord, under the existing arraiift.'inenls, if 1 reineinher riglit, 
Onlciitta has been given two seats, the Presidency Hivision one seal and the 
two divisions one seat (>ach, viz., Hacea and Iturdwaii. but t)idy one seat 
has l>een given to the two divisions of Rajshahi and t 'hit tagonir loi;etlier. In 
o,|i,.r words, whereas the Pri-sidency Division has got three seat sr | In'sc two 
,1, visions have, got one seat only. _ Our prayer is that one seat may be given 
ie (’hittagong and one to Rajshahi, as has been done in the ease of tlie other 

^livisioiis. 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said:— 

My Lord, this resolution has reference not the Proviruial C'ouncil, 
Init to the Legislative Assembly, and it is therefore sonie\Nh;it out of plnce 
for this rouneil to pronounce an opinion upon it, since the conijiosition of 
th'* Legislative Assembly rests with the (Government (►f India who have to 
view the })Oint in the light of the conlliiting claims of th(‘ different )>ro 
Vinces of India as a whole. What the resolution asks for is one more seat 
to Bengal, or rather, that is the imjiortant element in it, since the alloca* 
lion of that seat is entirely a subsidiary matter d'he crucial point is 
whether we. in Bengal, can rightly ask for one more seat in tlH‘ l.egislativo 
.\sscMnhly. The Legislative Assembly is to comprise KKG elected members 
in the jirovisional distribution w hich the (Government of I mini published in 
danuary 1020, Bengal was to get 17 out of 100, the total being raised in I'eb 
ruarv to 103. I would draw^ the attention of the (’oiincil to the fact that lihat 
was more than any other province got, only 1() being given to Madras. Bomba\ 
and the ITiited Provinces, so wt are already one aliove an\ other province. 
In the light of that fact, and on an examination of tin* merits, w(‘ gave it as 
"iir Opinion that we could not fairly ask for more llaMiig alianidv .seen iii 
hnaiicial matters what jirovincial jealousies mi*an, we ma\ c(‘rtain that 
tlic same sipiabliles would arise if we ti*v to get IK stmts 'The (‘\lra .stmt 
has got to l)e taken from somelKxly else, ami every province will [irottvst 
d'iie jieiH'eiitage of 17 was already rather more tlian the })ercentag(‘ that was 
juoposed in the earlier jiapers. The rejiort on Indian (Constitutional Ihd'orms 
gave 1(1:4 jier cent ; the Southhorough eommittet* made* it 15 2 pt‘r etmt and 
file jire.sent jirojiosal gives us 16 5 per cent. That being so, wt‘ think it is 
])crfeetly useless to ask for more.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said 

‘‘My Lord, I support this resolution, ht^causc it may rt^asonablj hu 
apprtdiendcd tliat one of the divisions may gt) without represontal ion on tint 
Legislative Asstunhly. In that view', il (Jhitlagong and Kajshahi lie tackiMj 
i'm^*‘ther, and the numhors of voters in the (diitiagong l)i vision he very small, 
n inay he that the Uajsliahi Division only may get tin* o^pri'simtat ion. 1 hat is a 
ditliculty which ought to he considered. Out of the six seals, t wo have been 
^^^signed to the Presidency Division, one p) Bur<l wan, one t,o Daeca, ami om* to 
Lajshahi and (Ghittagong 'jointly. I think a recommemlation may he made* 
tiiat (jiic more seat should he allotted to the. remaining division. 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 28. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following resolu- 
t Ion : — ■ 

This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a recommend^ 
tioii he mafle to the Government of India tliat such action he taken EB re 

14 A 
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neCBHHary to confer the righW)f electing members to the Uefornied IJounols 
upon all graduates in the general constituencies. 


He said : — 

“My Lord, I am perfectly aware that tliis question has been din- 
cuss(!d from tlie very outset, but at the same time it is equally true that 
there is a very strong f(‘eling in the country tliat there should be some such 
qualification intr(xiuc(‘d. There an^ many graduates who, under the existing 
rules, will not have tin* right of voting, because it so happens that in tlu^ 
case of joint-families the entire family is treated as one unit, for the purpose 
of francliise, and unless tlie graduate is the chief nnunber of the family, he 
will have no vote. It is only prop(u- that this most important class of people 
should have the right to vote. Of course, it has been said that only those 
peoph* who have a stake in the country sljouhl have t he right of voting, and on 
t hat ground it has Inion suggested that nu^rely because a man is a graduatf*. In* 
sliould not have the right to vote. At all event's, that was tin* ground upon 
which, I think, your Exc(‘llency’s (Government actf'd in not accepting tlu' 
recioinmendation for conferring the right of voting upon graduates, although it 
was mov(;d not oidy by Indians, but also by sonn* responsible Europeans, isow. 
my Lord, it is rather difficult to understand how it can be said that these gradu- 
ates liav(5 no stake in tlui country. If the graduate has no property in tln^seiiM* 
that b(ung governed by the dayabhaga law he doi^s not become tht' propi u>tor 
HU after his father’s death, he is practically as much tht‘ ])roprieior 
as the head of tln^ family, and therefore he has substantial stake in the 
(umntry. Them, my Lord, with your Exeolhmcy’s i)ermission, may I be jx'i- 
mitt(Hl to say just om* word about the ground that your Exc(*lhmcy. urged the 
other day at Mooghly, that tin* principle of dtmiocracy is that one man is as 
good as another, and the vote* of one man is quit(‘ as good as the vot(‘ of anotlnu’ 
man, I may say, that that is probably true in j)rin(d))h‘, but without going 
into the merits of this particular matten*, I hop(* to be p(*rmitte*d to point out that 
this is a ])rinciph^ which, as a matter of fact, has not Ixum adopted in our Ihdbrni 
rules. If th(' priiiciph' of dcunocracy is pushed to its bit ter end certainly it is so. 
My submission is that it has not Ixxm adopted as a matter of fact. If it had 
been adopttnl, then certainly graduates being as grxxl men as any otlun*. 
they also will have the vote. We have not got manhood suffrage ; we liave 
made distinctions l)etween man and man and that is a distinction about 
which tiuu'e is no complaint. TIuut must be some distinction and that is 
t he position which has been accepted by all the people. The whole question 
is wht^ther graduates, l)y whom I really mean persons having certain educa- 
tional qualilications, might or might not liave the vote. Therefore, my Lord, 
I move this resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty said 

“ My Lord, I give my support to this resolution, and if the Council is 
not prone to accept it as it is, then I would propose to the Council to accept 
it in a modified form. Your Excellency knows that the Dacca University, 
which has been allotted one seat, will not be permitted to exe^'cise that' right 
before the University is started, and as I know that the University will not be 
formed till July 1921, the graduates of Eastern Bengal who will be benefited 
generally by the Dacca University will have no franchise. So, if my hon’ble 
friend accepts that modification I would amend it in this way : that the 
graduates of the Dacca district will elect one member to the Council, because 
as your Excellency knows they will not have any right for electing a 
member before July 1921. So I would request your Excellency to consider 
this aspect of the question.” 
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The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said:— 

“ My Lord, I do not propose to tlcal with this resolution on its merits, as 
]t IS one of the matters which have already lieeii jiuljfed, and the verdict 
has'Sjone aj^ainst the Hon ble Member As the lion ole Memlier himself 
admits, this question of giving votes to graduates, as such, was in the fore- 
front right from the time when the SouthlKirough ('oinmittee came out 
The Southborough Committee considered it and they specihcallv discussed it 
with us, and they turned it down, preferring to adopt the general principle 
of the extension of the franchise to those who had a stake in the countrv 
riie graduate qualification, as such, was rejected The point was again 
pressed before the Joint Committee, which declined to reopen the question 
As 1 have already explained, w-e are merely working now on the adpistnient 
of the scheme of the Southborough Committee to the extent that it lias to be 
modified under th® instructions of the Joint Committee, and it is absolutely 
no use trying to reopen a thing that has already bwii decided " 

The resolution was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 29. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhll Chandra Datta movt <1 tin lollownijET rrboliit loll : — 

This Council recommends to tin* ritivm-nor in Ctnincii tli:it a roconinicnda- 
tion i>e mad(' to tin' Covi'ninumt of India i hat such action InMcakini no is 
necesRary to have tln‘ nuniher of S(‘at5 alloUtul to the t-ahnitta I i iiivm-sit y in 
the IhTormed IJengal L(‘gislat iv(‘ ('ouncil raised from one to thrta'. 

He said : — 

‘'My Loid, althoufich the rt^solution eoniHs from a huinhh' man liki* 
inyst‘lf, really that in tln^ complaint of that au^^ust hmly, namely, the 

University. On tlu^ oxistintT ('Ouncil ont of (d(‘Cted nK'nihcrs lh»^ Oaleiilta 

University has got one memlu^r, hut in tlu^ Reformed Camneil the niimher of 
ehn’tinl members will be 116, t.#., more than four times the presmil nninoer, 

and yet so far the number of memhers given to tin* (Calcutta I iii\'ersity 

is oidy one. It min certainly be Raid that although one memher is gi\(m lo 
the (Calcutta [IniverRity another mmnber is given to the Ihieea Hniversily. 
and’under existing conditions both the Oaleiitta and the Dacca ( oiivcn’Sit n-s 
are represented by the same number. From that jioini of view my submis- 
sion is that tlio number pf eh'Cted members being fniir iimes. tiny nre 
entitled to four inembors, and dinlucting from tlUm number om* seat, whifdi 
has heim granted to the Dacca University, the (Calcutta Ihiiver.sity is entitleil 
to the remaining three.” 

The Hon’bie Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty said 

** My Lord, my support is also und(*r that condition that the Dacca ( niver- 
'^ity has been allotted one member and (Udetitta omv I would urge that two 
more seats be alloHed to tlie UniverHitif*s without a proportionate d(*cre,aHe in 
the number of seats for the Dacca Univ(‘rsity. H niy h on ble fritmd inak(‘>s 
a compromise, then withyourExcelleMcysperjnission.lwouldpropo.se that 
two seals be given to the Calcutta Univen-sity and two tf. Dacca. I havf' 
^ixjken to my friend about it and I think he is willing tf) accept that 
t^'ompromise.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said: — 

“ My Lord, I think it is beyond our province at this time to try and 
arrange between different university authorities as to the division of tlie 
number of seats. From the beginning the Southborough Committee proposed 
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that the Calcutta University should have one seat, which was in conformity 
with the representation accorded to universities of like standing in other 
provinces. The Joint Committee did not demur, and to propose now to 
raise it to three wdll be a substantial change, which we should not be justified 
in suggesting at this stage.” 

Tii(^ resolution was then j)ut and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS-^ITEM No. 30. 

ThO Hon’blO B&bu Akhil Chflndrfl D&tt& moved the following resolu- 
tion : — 

Th is Courndl n‘(rornniends to the Governor in Couiudl that a rec^ommenda- 
tlon he made to the tjoverfiment of India that such action he taken as is 
necessary to aiumid Riih* 111 (about general disqualifications for beiiiLr 
(deci.ed) of tin* rule-s relating to Provincial Legislalive (-ouncils published in 
the ('alcvtia (ujzetie of tin* 19th IVlay 1920, Part lA, page by omitting 
claus(' (r/) and by substituting the figures ‘‘ 18 for the figures ‘‘25” in 
claus(‘ thereof. 

lit' said : — 

” My Lord, 1 do not propost* to prt^ss the remaining portion of tht' restt- 
lution which sul)stitut.t‘s tlie figurt's ‘ 18 ’ for t ht‘ figures ‘ 25.’ d'he pi'cvious 
portion dt^als with the cases of h'gal practition(M\s who havt' been sus])ended or 
under order of sus) t'lision. Such legal prat^titioiim's havt' bt'cii dis(|ualilied from 
standing for election. It a|)]>t‘«ars to me that tlno't' is rt*ally no eorres})ond ing 
provision in rt'spt'ct t.o ot htn* people. Siipjio^t^ tlne’e is a (lovernmtmt servani 
who has b(‘en dismissed : th(3re is no rult‘ disqualifying lln* dismisst'd (lovern- 
ment servant from standing for tdt'ctitni. Therefore tlitu’e is no rt‘ason why 
th(*re should bt' this spetually hard I’ult' for legal prat;til iont'rs. W e all know 
how at th(; heat of th(‘ moment a rJudge draws up procet^dings siisptmding a 
legal practitioner, and although In' may regret it later on, and lie may 
(‘Vtmtually bi' ('xont'rated, under tin* rult‘s- ht' wnll lie distpialilied from stand- 
ing for (‘lection. This setuns to me to b(‘ rather unfair for legal- jiract itioners. 
espt'cially in vit'w of tlie absentee of similar ruh^s in respect of othtn* dismiss(»d 
oflicers. 

With th(3S6 few remarks 1 beg to commond the resolution to tlie accept- 
ance of the Council.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said:— 

“My Lord, the HoiPble Meml^er rather speaks as if w^e are introducing 
an innovation. As a matter of fact the rule under which a dismissed or a 
suspended legal practitioner is incompetent to stand for election is in our 
existing rules. It is also in the rules governing election to the Imperial 
Legislative Council, and with regard to the f)ossible hardship to which he 
has alluded I may remind him that this discpialification may be removed by 
an order of the Local Government. In those circumstances I fail to see 
that there is anything unfair in the provision.” 

The resolution w^as t htm put in the following form and lost : — 

This Ccmncil recommtmds to the Govtumor in Council that a recom- 
mendation be made to the Government of India that such action he taken as 
is necessary to amend Rule III (about gtmeral disqualifications for b(‘iug 
elected) of the rules relating to Provincial Legislative Councils published in 
the (^aicutta Gazette^oi the 19th May, 1920, Part lA, page 431, by otnilting 
clause {(i). 
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LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 31. 

The Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta uiovchI tii. followin,^ ivs olu- 

n.m/— 

Tins Council rccommcinls lotlii' (tovcrnor in Counril ihal sta‘}>s Uc takini 
tn ( xtcnd the hcnclii, of the Royal amnesty to all tln^ nMiiainin^ dtMcniis, 
Slat.* prisoners and political prisoners and to release tlK‘m witlioiit further 
d.'lay. 


He said : — 

“ My L<n*d, in this eonncction f am anxious at the very outset to invite 
your Kxc(.dl(‘ney s attemtu'n to the fact that although many of Miom* inlernt'cs 
liavo b.‘i‘n released iindtn* the l\oyal amn.*sty. some (> months airo, som.^ ui.out 
4 and soiiH* 3 months a^o, yet as a !natt(‘r of fac^t we do know that liu'se 

released peo])le have t.ver abused th.* Kincf’s mercy that was conferred upon 

them. As a matler of fact, vye know I hat then* has been no recnnlesotmce 
ol the lawh'Ssness, murder of polieeiiK'n or anything of that son. Tiicy have 
licliavt‘d th(*mselves as w(‘ll as any ot htr la w-abidin^ cit izrn, ami l,th(*rc- 
f'nr(\ think that' it, is just a niattt‘r lor c.uisid.'ral ion whetinu' most of our Icars 
and inis^ivin^s aia^ not more or l(‘ss unfoiimh*.!. 'riicre was a time, win'ii on 
more than oik^ occasion. I had tln^ t.'merity to niov(‘ resolutions id this 

character, and I was hooted and hissed and Was told that il iht^s.* m(*n were 

rrleased the British Empire would conn* to an end. We arc* now eonvinec'd 
that our misLrivin^rs were absolutc'ly without any jimt liicat ion. II 1 had 
move 1 a resolution for the release of these* int(‘rne(^s in the third wee^k of 
Deeember last, c.u*taiiily that projiosition would not have* found favour with 
many of us in this Council, but. vvlnm undc*r tin* Kin^-Kmperor’s mercy theme 
|)»*oj)lc have* beam release*.! I think tin* r(*siilt lias (piile jiisliticd tin* acition 
tak.'ii by t he K inp:- Emperor. Tlnuu'ldre, my Lord, what is t ru.^ in n*sp<‘et. of 
the p<‘o;)le who hav.^ already becui reb'as.ul I hope and triisi t he same will 
b.‘ t rue about t he other peo[)l(^ who are still under d.Uention. and 1 sme.‘rely 
hclicv.' that if the r(*maining p.*oph* are r**h^as.*d tht*y will not abuse tin; 
Koyal prerogative;.” 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said: — 

My Lord, there is one statement and one argument which liaye Just 
been used by the IIoiTble Member wliieli 1 sjiecifieally chalhmge I be first 
IS that it may be said that among all these men to whom elerneuey lias f>een 
shown under the terms of the Royal Proelanialioii there has been none whose 
conduct has been open to excejitioii since tlicy were thus tr(*alcd. 
That I submit. Sir, is notoriously not the case, and conspicuous names must 
suggest themselves to Hon’ble Members of fiersons whose subsequent 
lieliaviour has scarcely accorded witli their treatment under the amnesty. 
The second argument is that because we have been able to release some of 
these youths without a recrudescence ol the outrages which disgraced the 
firovince in previous days, it is to be inferred that no restraint ne*ed ever liave 
been exercised over them . That argument. Sir, 1 also chalhuige, though I am 
not going to retraverse the old controversy as to the guilt or innocence* of these 
detenus. 

The validity of the resolution seems to me to depem. on the question, 
whether, looking at the terms of the Royal Proclamation, we 
province fairly and squarely interpreted and given effect to them I he terms 
of the Royal Proclamation in this resjiect were as follows; 

‘ * I, therefore, direct mv Viceroy to exercise in my 

name and on my behalf my Royal clemency to political ofienders in the fullest 
measure wbi6h in hie judgment is compatible with the public safety. I desire 
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him to extend it on this condition to persons who for ofiPences against the 
State or under any special or emergency legislation are suffering from 
imprisonment or restrictions upon their liberty.’ 

That is the wording of the Proclamation, and it will be seen at once that 
it distinctly contemplates the scrutiny of individual cases and a decision upon 
them according to the merits of each. That is what has been done in this 
province, although it is merely, in fact, a continuation of the policy to which 
we have adhered ever since it became necessary to enforce these measures of 
resti aint; that is to say, we have throughout enforced them to the extent and 
for the fieriod only that it was necessary to do so. As soon as we considered 
it safe to relax restraint, we have consistently done so. 

Now the jiersons treated under the Proclamation fall under three mam 
categories, d’here are first of all State ])risoners — those who have been 
restrained under Regulation 1 1 1 of 1818. Nut to go too far back, the number 
of these on the Jllst llecember 1018 was KKl, and those who were so dealt witli 
between the 1st January lhl9 and the amnestw 9, making a total of 1P2 
Of this total of 112 we had, jirior to the amnesty, released 48. Subse- 
(juent to the amnesty we have released 45, leaving a total of 19 who 
are still under restraint The (‘ases of these 19 youths have been most care- 
fully, and on more than one (u^casion, weighed, especially since the Proclama- 
tion and before it* aJso. They have been freipiently interviewed by our 
officers, and vre have done our utmost to arrive at a fair conclusion whether 
or not we can now safely set them at liberty. We have not as yet been able 
conscientiously to arrive at that decision, and that is a conclusion founded 
on the conversations and interviews which our officers have had with these 
youths, read with all other circumstances of their cases Ihey are not at 
jiresent, to our mind, fit subjects for release, but should it so liappen here- 
after that their state of mind and views change, then w^e shall have no 
hesitation in treating them accordingly and removing the restrictions on 
them. But until we are satisfied on that point we shall not do more than what 
we have done; but already we have given effect to the Royal Proclamation in 
the most liberal sense. 


The next category is that known as ‘ dHenus' those who have been 
dealt wdth under the Tlefence of India Rules. The number of these on the 31st 
December 1918 was 651, and another 29 were so dealt with after the 
amnesty, making a total of 680. Before the amnesty we had released 482. 
and since the amnesty w^e have released 198, so in relation to them the resolu- 
tion is meaningless, as there are now^ no detenus. 


The last category is that too frequently carelessly referred to as 
‘ political ’ prisoners, but who in reality were members of revolutionary 
societies connected with the seditious movement wJjo had been convicted of 
various offences under the ordinary law'. Of these there are at present in 
jail 47 , and, strictly speaking, their cases do not fall within the wording of 
the Royal Proclamation, since they w^re convicted of ordinary offences 
against the ordinary law . We, iRnvever, did not wish to exclude tneir cases 
altogether from the possibility of clemency, and we have reviewed most of 
them and are in process of reviewing others. There are one or two doubtful 
cases in which we are enquiring further whether it is pos.sible for us to 
show mercy. It will depend on Rirther scrutiny of the records and on further 
interviewing with the men themselves. But these cases are in the minority. 
In the majority of these cases we do not feel justified in exempting from the 
ordinary operation of the criminal law^ those men whcr,had been punished 
under it: and the slightest scrutiny of the kind of offences for which these 
men are at present suffering imprisonment will convince any reasoiwble 
person on* tnat point. These ma> were implicated in ordinary crimes/ and 
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there is no obvious reason for showing clenienov to them. In this category, 
therefore, there are a few doubtful cases, but the majority do not permit of 

doubt. 

' That being so. Sir, I contend that effect has already been given to the 
Royal Proclamation to the fullest extent within the limits of public safety, 
and we cannot agree to go further than we have gone.” 

Tlic resolution was then put and lost. 


ADJOURNMENT. 

The Council was then adjourned sine die. 


.1. F. GRAHAM, 

Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative > 'ouncil. 


Calcutta ; 

The 19th July, 1920. 
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A hstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council (membled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1915 


The Council met in the Council Chainter at new 
Dacca, on Wednesday, the 4th August, 1920. 


(lovernment House, 


Present: 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Lawrence John Lcmley Dundas, Earl 
OF Ronalushay, G.C.I.E., Goccmor of the Presidencj of Fort miliarn 
in Bengal, presiding. 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler, k.c.i.e., c.s.i. 


The Hon'ble Sir Rijay Chanu Mahtah, k.c.s.l, k.c.i.e., i o.m .Maharaja- 
DHiRAjA Bahadur OF Buruwan. 


The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore, k.cvf., '-.vo. 


The Hon’ble Mr H L. Sterhenson, c.s.i., c.i.E. 


The Hon’ble Mr E. J. Monouan. 


The Hon’ble Major-Ueneral W. H. B. Kouinson. c.jl, i.m.s 


The Hon’ble Mr. E’. A. A. Cowley, c.i.e. 


The Hon’ble Mr. M. C McAlpin. 


The Hon’ble Mr. L. S. S. O’Malley, c.i.e. 


The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Hornell, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maui.vi Aminul Islam. 

The Hon’ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookeujee, k. c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. D. M. Hindley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. Cathcart. 

The Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. M. Watson Smyth. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. L. Travers, o.b.e. 

The Hon’ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamiin Suhrawakdy. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Ali. 

The Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bah.adur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 


The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty. 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

The following questions, which had been starred, were put and 
answered : — 


By the Hon’bie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:— 

* 1 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state the number of femes in the 
daljiaiguri district? 

(b) How many are under the management of the district board and how 
many under Government? . 

(c) Are the roads on both sides of the Government ferries maintained by 
the district board, or by the Government ( 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) 07. 

(/>) 70 ferries are iiii(ier the management of the district lioard and 21 
under (Jovernment. 

(r) Two of the Government ferries have Government roads on hotii sides, 
4 have district board roads on botli sides, and 3 have distric t hoarfl or local 
hoarrl roads on one side; the remaining 12 have Gooch Hehar State roads, 
tea garden roads or roads otherwise maintained on both sides.’' 


By the Hon’bie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur: — 

♦II. 

(1) Is it a fact — 

(ci) that onh' one candidate out of seven nominated hv the (jovernment 
was successful in the Iinance l)e[)artment examination held in 
December, 19H); 

(b) that the successful candidate (.ccupied the last place in this 

examination ; and 

(c) that seven vacancies are thrown ojien to competition ? 

(^) Will the Government be jileased to stale— 

(«) what are the causes which led to the failure of the candidates nomi- 
nated from this province; 

^h) whether candidates with high educationcal qualifications (?>. 1st 
class M.A.'s or M.Sc ’s) are nominated or whether the .selection 
is made on a basis other than educational . and 
(e) whether the rules lay down that high educational qualifications are 
essentially necessary ? 

(?) Will the Government be pleased to state the names and qualifica- 
tions of the candidates who appeared in the examination held in December, 
1919 ? 

1 ▲ 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ (7) (a), (b) and (c) Seven candidates from Bengal were permitted to 
appear at the examination in December, 1919. This Goveriment have not 
been informed of the result of the examination or of the number of vacancies 
thrown open for competition. 

(2) (a) If the candidates from this province did fail it is presumably 
because the examiners considered others to be of sui)erior merit. 

(b) and (c) The Hon 'hie Member's attention is called to the answ^er given 
to the similar question No. 25 (n) (i) asked to-day by the Hon Tie Babu 
Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 

(3) 

(1) Balm Nalini Kanta Sen Gupta .. 

(2) Babu Abhay Kali Ghose 

(3) Maulvi Ataul Hakim 

(4) Babu Sushil (Tandra Mitra 

(5) Babu Dhirendra Nath Sarkar .. 

(6) Babu Mohit Kumar Ghosh 

(7) Maulvi MofizAiddin Ahmed 


1st class, M.A., 2nd place in Mathe- 
matics, B.L., 1st class, first. 

1st class M.Sc. in Mathematics. 
M.A. (Arabic), 2nd class. 

M.A. (Philosophy), 1st class. 

M.A ,.2nd class. 

M.A. (Economics), 1st class. 

B.Sr. (Chemistry), Honours.’' 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali:— 

* 111 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) what is the present stage of the Chittagong- Akyab railway scheme, 

( b) when it is expected to be completed ; and 

(r) what steps are being taken for the speedy installation of the said 
railway line ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) The Chittagong-Akyab Railway is one of the schemes included in 
the list of Railways initiated by the Government of India. The only infor- 
mation which this Government have on the subject is that the Government of 
iBilia in their Railw^‘ly Department Notification No. 52 P. -17, of 31st 
August, 1917, sanctioned a detailed survey for the line from Chittagong to 
Maunerdaw and in Notification No. 52 P.-17. of Ifith September, 1918, a 
detailed survey from Maungdaw to Akyab. These notifications were repub- 
lished in the Calcutta Gazettes. 

(b) and {c) This Government have no information.’* 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman All:— 

*IV- 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) the number of Muhammadan deputy collectors in the first La.ee 

grades of the provincial executive service; 

(b) how many of them are officiating, or have been promoted to charge^ 

of districts as magistrates and ano 
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(c) how many other Indians are serving as magistrates and colleo 
tors from the ranks of the first, second and third grades of (he 
said service ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

(a) One. 

(/;) None. 

ir) Thiee officiating and five substantive. The names of the latter do 
not appear in the ordinary gradation list."’ 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali: — 

♦V. 

Will the Government* he pleased to state what are the pay and 
prospects of direct recruits who are appointed inspectors of eo opeiative 
soneties in Bengal? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

'• I'he j.ay of inspectors of co-operative societies who are recruited direct 
IS trraded as follows; — 

Rs. 

C'la.ss I ••• 1*^0- Id -dO 

Class II ... ... Idd -ld-l.od 

Class 111 ... ... Id5 

In.spectors in cla.sses II and III are eligible for jiromotion to classes I 
ami 11, resjiectivelv; they are also eligible for nromotion to the po.sts ol Divi- 
.‘:iona! .\uditors on'Rs. 2dd- Id- ll.'ld and Chief Auditor on Rs W)(t Id 4(H). 

The sersice of the subordinate Government inspecting staff in the Co- 
ojierative Department is at pre-sent on a temporary basis. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty: 

*VI. 

(a) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to place the question 
of discontinuing the Dacca move before a meeting of tl:e Legislative ( .ouncil . 

(?C Are the Government aware that the majoritv of the additional 
members of the Legi.slative Ckmncil come from Western Bengal ^ 

like the idea of having Dacca as the headcpiartexs of the Government for even 
to 3 months in the year on account of the difficulties of communication 

(c) Do the Government contemplate, in vmw of the ^ 

the majoritv of the members of the Legislative Council, to place the cpiestion 
of the Dacca move before a meeting of the Legislative ourii i 

(d) Will the Government be pleased to consider the question from 
the point of view that the people of Dacca were 

the city of Dacca would be the seat of the Governraen , 't. j ‘ a 

the year at the time when the seat of the Government of Laslern Bengal and 

Assam was removed from it? 


llIH}' 
‘II mn' 
.MlliCK 


I).K 

mix! 

ColIlK 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ The existing position as regards the annual move of the Government 
of Bengal to Dacca is well known; it is explained in the published despatches: 
of 1011, preceding the repartition of the province, and in the Parliamentary 
debates of the early months of 1012 Obviously the situation which then 
existed has since materially changed in certain respects. To mention gnly 
three: Under the Reforms Scheme the numerical strength of the Executive 
Government— Members of the I^xecutive Council and Ministers — will be ap- 
preciably increased, involving (together with the consequential additions to 
the Secretariat) the provision of more accommodation for its use if, for a 
fxu’tion of the year, it is to \ye located at Dacca. At the same time various 
of the houses now occupied temporarily by members and officers of Govern- 
ment (luriim their stay at Dacca will shortly be handed over to the new Uni- 
versity, and will then no longer be available for other purjjoses. Even 
comjdaints are heard from members of the Legislative Council of difficulties 
ot securing accommodation if they attend the meeting of C/Oimcil, which is 
ordinarily held at Dac(“a; these must clear]\ be intensified wlien the new Legis- 
lative Council is raised to nearly three times its present strength, with the 
consequent jirobability that its sittings will be more protracted. 

In view of these facts the local Governmt?nt are of opinion that the 
wliolc circumstances of the yearly move of Government as a whole to Dacca 
will re(|uire to be reviewed, and they jiropose to afford an opjiortunity for 
their fresh discussion when the new^ Goveriiment and Legislative Coun( il 
contem})lated by the Reforms Scheme come into being. Until then the Gov- 
ernor irj Council preserves an open mind upon the subject and is not pre- 
pared at this stage to make any further statement of policy; although it is 
obvious that, whatever be the future of the annual move of Government, as 
such, to Dacca, that town must always have sfiecial claims upon the pre- 
sence and attention of the members and offic‘ers of Government.’' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

*VII. 

Are the Government awuire — 

(a) that a libel on Hindu widows has been published in the f^/ti/zhanij 
a paper published in Calcutta, in its issue of the 19th June 
1920, in the shape of a letter of an alleged correspondent named 
Ilamedar Hossen Joardar; 

{h) that the said paper Kpiphani/ is owned and jiublished by a body 
of Christian Missionaries called the Oxford Mission; and 

(c) that the })ublicatioii of the said libel has caused a wide spread 

feeling amongst the Hindus throughout the country and is cal- 
culatea to create and foster racial feelings that may lead to serious 
coiiseciuences ? 

(d) Will the Government lie pleased to state whether the said Oxford 

Mission gets any grant from the Government in any shape, and 
if so, what? 

(c) Having regard to the fact that the said paper E^plphany has not 
withdrawn or expressed regret for the publication of the said 
libeb are the Government considering the desirability of with- 
drawing the grant to the said Oxford Mission, if any, or of 
taking such steps <is they may be advised by their legal advisers? 

Answer by the Hon’bfe Mr. Stephenson; — 

‘‘ (a) T4ie attention of Government has been drawn to the letter refer- 
red to. 
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{h) Yes. 

(c) It is understood that the letter has formed the subject of criiiiinnl 
proceedings and it is therefore undesirable that Government slioiild express 
any opinion on the subjec‘t. 

(rf) A grant of Rs. 65 a month was sanctioned in August. 11)10, for 
three years towards the maintenance of a hostel for medical students. 

(p) It is not a fact that no regret has been ex{)rcssed for the publica 
tion of the letter. In the original miml>er of the 10th dune in which the 
letter appears the Editor characterised the statement to wiiich e\ce[)ti()n ha" 
been taken as ‘ an enormous exaggeration.’ and added that ‘ reeddess allega- 
tions of this kind can do nothing but harm.’ In a subsecjuei*! number of the 
‘J4th duly a ‘ belated apology ’ from the writer of the original h'tter ai)|)eared. 
the r.ditor welcomed it while again taking the writer to task for his inacui 
rrc\. in view of the institution of criminal pro(‘eedmgs it is undesirable to 
.say more.'’ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 

Will. 

Will the GovtM'nmont lx* ])l(‘as(Ml to state why tla^ ])r(K*oe(l mgs of i hi* Cioct 

iiiretings of tlic Galcaitta Improvtunent. Tiaist and the INai GoniTiiissioiii'rs ai’t‘ | ‘‘J' 
not ])ul)lisli(vl in the in‘vvspap(‘rs as is doin' in the case of the Ckalcutt a (kn'pora- 
tion and t lu‘ Calcutta Llnivm’sily? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ The Calcutta Improvement d’rust resolved in flune, Iblb, on tl)(‘ motion 
(»f tlie Tfon’ble Member asking this question, that their pror?M‘d;ngs should 
he s('r)t to the Ih’ess for publication with the excejition of aii\ items whicli 
the ( hairman might consider it necessary to withhold on |>ubli(‘ grounds 
Sime then (*o[)ies of the jiroceedings of tlie Trust have hc'en sent i*egul;irly 
to tlie Associated Press; one or two items are withludd in raia cas(^s I h(‘ 
new spajiers appear to [lublish such jiarts oi tlie ]>roceedings as thi‘\ think 
hk(‘l\ to interest the public and are not under aiiv obligation P* publish them 
all 

There is no provision in the Calcutta IVirt Act. 18tK), for the jiublica 
t’oii of the proceedings of the meetings of the Port (’oinmissioners in the 
newsnapers. Portions of the proceedings wliieh were considered to lx‘ ot 
public interest used to be sent to the new\spapers. lait as tin* extra(“ts smit, 
were rarelv published in any paper, this practice has [>een discontinued 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur: — 

*IX. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — coLmJ 

(a) what projects wt*r(‘ recommended in the report of the Irrigation tlie 
Commission for this Preside*ney ; and 

(i) whether all the projects recommended have been carried out ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

(a) The report of the Indian irrigation Commission, PHJIdKk does 
not recommend for investigation any specific project m the I n^idency o 
Bengal. The construction of a weir across the Darnodar so a.s to imfirove 
the supnly of water to the Eden Canal «y«tem and thus extend irrigation from 



742 QueBtions and Answ&rB. [4th Aughst 

that canal were briefly noticed in the report. Nonspecific recommendations 
were, liowever, made. 

(h) A new supply sluice to the Eden Canal has recently been constructed 
at (Fharipur and the construction of a weir across the Damodai river is now 
under the consideration of this Government.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 

^X. 

Projects rc- Will thc Government be pleased to state — 
commended by . i i • 

the Dittinagc (a) wliat projects were recommended in the Drainage Committee 

Committee. Ke ports of the year 1906-07 ; and 

{}}) whether all the projects have been carried out ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to starred ques- 
tion No. 1 asked by him at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on 
L>0th March, 1920/^ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 

*XI. 

ToIIv’h Nullah Government bo pleased to state what progress lias been 

9rand Trunk made ill tlie following scliemes or at what stage tiiey are at pres(‘iit ? 

Damndar canal (a) tlie canalisation of dolly s ISullali J 

Ui) l-he Grand Trunk canal project ; and 
(r) the DamexJar canal project. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:-- 

“ (fl) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to starred 
question No, 27 asked by him at the meeting of this Council on the 5th Marcli, 
1917. There is no proposal before Government for the canalisation of Tolly’s 
Nullah. A project for the improvement of this waterway by the con- 
struction of a sluice at Samukpota and the closing of the nullah to the Bidhya- 
dari tides was sanctioned in November, 1918. The work is under construc- 
tion and is now approaching completion. 

{b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the Press communique dated the 
29th June, 1920, which appeared in the leading nevvs[)npers, both English and 
vernacular, in Calcutta. 

(r) The Hon’ble Memlier is referred to the answer given to the unstarred 
question No. 31 {e) asked by the Hon’ble Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji at 
the meeting of this Council on the 1st July, 1920.’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 


Adintbsion of 
itudentB to the 
ith year class of 
lie Dacca Col* 

ege. 


*XII. 

Are the Government aware — 

(a) that the Principal of the Dacca College has notified that no 
student will be admitted to the 5th year class of the college 
this year; and 
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(6) that this notice, teing issued in the latter part of May, without 
any previous intimation, has caused great inconvenience t-o 
those students who have passed the B.A. and B.Sc. examina- 
tions and who want to prosecute their studies in the M.A. and 
M.Sc. classes? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley:— 

The Hon’bie Member is referred to the answer which the Hon 'bio 
Member in charge of Education gave on Wednesday, the 21st July. 1020. to 
the joint deputation of the East Bengal Landholders’ Association and the 
Dacca District Association, in which deputation the Hon'ble Meinlier took 
part.” 


By the Hon’bie Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

*XIII. 

(7) Are the Government aware — 

tertuin 

{(i) that the students of the Dacca College and other (‘olleges in Kas mtih'i'r 
tern Bengal who have passed the last B.Sc. examination in the 
pass course have been refused admission in the University 
Science College at Calcutta; 

(b) that the said students have also not been able to gel admission in 

the Medical and the Engineering colleges; 

(c) tliat on account of the aforesaid reasons the said students will 

have no opportunity to prosecute their studies tiirther unless 
they are admitted in the nth year class of the Dacca College 
which is the only college in Eastern Bengal where jhisI gra- 
duate studies both in Arts and Science can be prosecuted. 

(d) that the present staff of the Dacca College is not inierior in cjua- 

litv or in numbers to that which prevailed during the war when 
post-graduate classes were not closed, althougli almost all the 
European members of the c'ollege staff were a^^a^ on active 
military service; and 

(e) that the establishment of the Dacca University in the next year 

will not necessitate the closing of the 5th year class, inasmuch 
as students have been admitted both in the 1st and drd year 
classes who wdll read the courses pres(‘ribed by the (ailcutta 
University, and that the classes will be incorporated in tlie 
Dacca University when it will be e.stablished ^ 

Having regard to all these circumstances, are the (government con- 
siderins the desirability of directing the Principal of the Dacca (.ollege to 
reconsider his decision and to admit students to the 5th year class . 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley:— 

” The Hon’bie Memter is referred to the answer which tJie 
Member in charge of Education gave on Wednes( ay. the 21st July, to 

the joint deputation of the East Bengal Landholders AssocuMion and the 
Dacca District Association, in which deputation the Hon ble Member txiok 
part.” 


2 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

*XIV. 

Will the Government be pleased to stdte — 

(a) whether it is in contemplation to give the name of ‘‘ Salimiillal 

College to the Intermediate College that will be formed on 
of the 1st and 2nd year classes of Sie present Dacca College 
and, if so, the grounds upon which it is intended to do so; 

(b) whether they are considering the desirability of naming the Mo.s 

lem Intermediate College after the late Nawab Sir Salimiillal 
Bahadur, and leaving the new Intermediate College to lx 
formed out of the present Dacca College to retain the pre 
sent name. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer which the Hon’bli 
Member in charge of Education gave on Wednesday, the 2lst eTuly, 1920, U 
the joint deputation of the East Bengal Landholders’ Association and tin 
Dacca District Association, in which deputation the Hon’ble Member tool 
part.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

*XV. 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether it is in contein 
})lation to discontinue the Dacca move of the Government from the ne:: 
year, and if so, to state the reasons therefor? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

” The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to question V 
(starred).” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

^XVI. 

Are the Government aware that the Governments of Bombay anc 
the United Provinces have their headquarters at Poona and Lucknow 
respectively, for some months in the year, and that those Governments hav( 
not yet discontinued this practice nor have they felt any inconvenience bi 
such arrangement? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

” Government are aware of the arrangements mentioned, but have nc 
information, as to whether the Governments concerned experience any incon- 
venience from them.” 
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By the HM’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

•XVII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — th°^i'ov 

(а) whether the new Secretariat building at Dacca is lieing occupied {"y**^*’* 

, by the local offices which were hitherto located in the old Secre- 

tariat building; and 

(б) whether it is on account of the arrangement that the Govern- 

ment will not make its periodical headquarters at Dacca any 
longer and do not rec^uire any Secretariat building? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer to his starred que.slioii 
^ 0 . VI. It is the case that certain local offices which have been displaced 
from the old Secretariat building owing to the requirements of the new Univer- 
sitv are now housed in the new Secretariat. This is one factor in the matter 
of the annual move of the local Government to Dacca.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri:- 


•XVIII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 


Oraiit 

ooH»<ioi)n 


(a) what benefit has been granted, under Government Notification 
No. 2611 Medl, dated the 27th November, Ifilfi, to old quali- 
fied compounders who are drawing the maximum pay under tlie 
old rules ; 

(b) whether thev are not entitled to draw increments with effect from 
the date whdn they reached the maximum pay under the old 
rules ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: 

” (a) The notification referred to by the Hon’ble Memlier was a [.rcli- 
minary one. The revised scale of pay for i'f tj’ I m 

dispensaries was finally sanctioned in Government No i ™ 
dated the 16th February, 1920. Under the orders 

compounders who were already in service drew their pa . fTr-intcd to 

scale from the new minimum rate and no special conce.s. i > . g 

those who were drawing the maximum under the old scale. 

(6) No.” 


By the Hon’ble Rci 8rl Math Ray Bahadur:— 


*XIX. 

Will the Government be pleased to state 

la) (t) the names of the districts where tlie Bengal Village Self-Goverii 
ment Act, 1919, has come into operation ; 

(ti) the number of union boards started in each such district ; 


Ext 

ttlB 

VlUag 
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{h) how many union committees are still in existence in the province 
under the Bengal Local Self-Government Act of 1885 ; 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending tin 
Village Self-Government Act, 1919, to other districts within the province? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (a) (i) and (ii) A statement is laid on the table. 
(6) 217. 

(c) The answer is in the affirmative.” 


Statement referred to by the Hon'ble Mr. O'Malley, in answer to Qvestioi 
No. XIX {starred) asked by the Hon’ble Rai Ski Nath Ray Bahadur a 
the Council meeting of the J^th August, 1920, showing districts to whic) 
the Village Self-Government Act has been extended and the number o 
union boards sanctioned in each. 


Name of district. 




Number uf uniou 
bonrdfi. 

Burdwun 

... 

.. 


16;> 

Birbhum 

• • • 

... 


172 

Midi! a pore 


... 


169 

Hooghly 


... 


125 

Howrah 




(S2 

24-Pargana8 




Nil 

Nadia 


... 


Nil 

Murghidiibad 

Jf^HHore 

Khulna 

Dacca 




Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

130 

Faridpur 




5G 

Bakarganj 


... 


Nil 

Tippera 




251 

Kangpnr 

... 

... 


Nil 




Total 

1,15.3 


By the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: — 

*XX. 

Will the Government be pleased to state how much road and 
public works cesses have been realised during the last 20 years and how 
much has been spent for construction of roads, etc,, for each of the estates in 
the Jalpaiguri district noted below, viz. : — 

{(i) Government Khas Mahal (Western Duars). 

{h) Chaklajat estates. 

(c) Baikunthapur estates? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

“ (a), (b) tmd (c) A statement is laid on the table. ” 
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I9i0.] 

SUitevient rejerred to by the Honble Mr. McAlpin tn anstcer to Question 
XX {Starred) asked by the Honhle Hahu Kishoki Mt>nAN CUfAt)- 
PHURI at the Council meeting of the 4th August. 1920. 


* NAMK Of KSTATE. 

Amo int of road and public wcrku 
ct'sseh realised dnniiR tin* hast 

1 ^0 )pars (1899-1'HKl lo 1918-19) 

Amount sjHUit lUi tlie conutruction 
and u'i'Hir of roads during the 
' last ?(> Nears I 1899-1 9<K> to 1918- 

j ....)■ 


Hs. 

’ Hs. 

a) Government Khas inahal (Wes- 
tern Duars). 


1 

/y) Cliaklajat estates ... ! 

lo,2i,uy;i 

; .5,os,:i:)P 

[c) Haikunthapur estate 

6,04,0<;2 



• These figure* are only for 12 years, viz., 1907 08 lo 1918-19; thonc for the jHiriod 1899-I9ai» to 190G-07 are not 
available. 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali:— 

*XXI. 

Will the Government be pleased to state — Mini' 

oern in 

(a) tlie number of ministerial and other officers emjiloyed in the odice 
Forest office at Chittagong; 

{h) how many of them are Muhammadans; 

(c) how many of them belong to Chittagong; and 

(d) whether the circular retjuiring that at least one third of the ap- 

pointments should go to Muhammadans applies to that office, 
and. if not. why? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a) Four. 

(6) None. 

(c) One. 

{d) Yes, but it is not always possible to keep the percentage required in 
any one division, as clerks are liable to lie transferred all over 
was, however, a vacancy in this office last year which could not l)e Idled by a 
Muhammadan, as one suitable for the post could not be ot)tained. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur 
♦XXII. 

Will the Government be pleased to state gani 

(a) whether a sanitary survey of this province has been inadi*, district 
by district, with regard to the following : 

(e) the improvement of the drainage of silted-iip rivc’rs and 
khals ; 

(«) the improvement of the drainage of hds and other watoi- 
logged areas ; an<i 

(tiV) the improvement of water-supply in rural areas? 
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(h) If the reply to (a) be in the negative, will the Government hr 
pleaBed to state whether they are considering the desirability of 
making such a survey? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

‘‘ {a) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to starrec 
question No. I asked by him at the meeting of the Legislative Council held oi 
29th March, 1920. 

(b) The answer is in the negative.” 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali: — 

^XXIII. 

(7) (a) Are the Government aware that the Government Mos- 
lem high school at Chittagong is ill-ventilated and has insufficient accommo 
dation ? 

(b) Will the Government he pleased to state — 

(i) when the major portion of the old Collectorate building, now partl\ 

occupied by the thana and partly by the Moslem high English 
school will be vacated ; and 

(ii) whether the rooms, when vacated, will be made over to the Mos 

lem school ? 

(S) (a) Are the Government aware that Mr. Nathan's committee deci- 
ded to make over the whole building with its appertaining houses to tlie 
Moslem school? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of giving effect tc 
the recommendations of that committee? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley; — 

“ (1) {a) Government are aware of the insufficiency of accommodatior 
and agree that the building is not altogether suitable. 

(b) The matter is under inquiry and no reply can be given at present. 

(f ) (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(&) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to clause (7) (b) 
of the question.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

♦XXIV. 

(a) Are the Government aware — 

(?) that Dacca was made the second capital of the Presidency and 
the headquarters of the Government of Bengal for 2 to 3 month? 
in the year under the sanction of His Majesty's Government 
and the British Parliament; 

(H) that it is chiefly owing to the difficulties of communication that 
people from the otner parts of Eastern Bengal cannot avail 
* themselves of the opportunities of the presence of the Govern- 
ment at Dacca as largely as they could wish ? 
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(b) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, they 
have taken to remove these difficulties and to make Dacca aoiessible to other 
parts of Eastern Bengal ? 


Answer py the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ (a) (t) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to starred 
question No. VI. 

(ii) Government are not aware that the existing state of couiniunicatious 
has prevented the people of other parts of Eastern Bengal from visiting Dacca 
(luring the residence of Government in that city. 

(b) The subject of the improvement of communications in Eastern 
Bengal is constantly engaging the attention of Government. In the matter 
of improvement of communications by road, the policy is that local needs 
must be met primarily from local resources. As regards waterways, the 
Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to un.starred question No. 11 , 
by the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur, at a meeting of this ('ouncil held 
on the 29th March, 1920. It is the intention of Government to establish as- 
.soon as circumstances permit an irrigation division, with headquarters at 
Dacca, for the purpose of investigating the navigable conditions on the main 
rivers with a view to their improvement. It is also their intention to cstab 
lish a new irrigation circle of superintendence, with head(|naiters at Dacca, 
for the proper investigation of any projects which may be taken up. 

The improvement of communications by raihvay is a subject which rests 
ultimately with the Government of India. 1'he Hon’ble Member is referred 
to a rejily given by the Hon’ble Sir Arthur Ander.son to a question asked by 
the Hon’ble Maharaja Sir Manindra (diandra Nandi, at a meeting of the 
Imperial Legislative Council held on the 1st March, 1919. 

In regard to the improvement of communications generally, the Hon’blc 
Member is referred to a speech made by the Ilon’ble Mr (now Sir .lolm) 
Ciuuming in reply to a resolution on the subject of improved communicatiom 
between Calcutta and Dacca, moved by the Hon’ble Maulvi Abnl Kasem at 
a meeting of this Council held on the 12th August, 1919.” 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

The answers to the follolving questions, which were iinstarred, were laid 
on the table : — 


By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

1 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) whether any proposal has been made to abolish the Board of 

Revenue,' and, if so, by whom and on what grounds; and 

(b) whether the Government have addres.sed any despatch to the (lov- 

ernment of India on the subject, and. if so, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to lay it on the table ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

“ (o) and (fc) The matter is under discusSion with the Government of 
India and this Government is not in a position to make a statement. 
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By the Hoti*ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta: — 

2 . 

Are the Government aware that the teachers in non-Government high 
schools are generally ill-paid and are therefore discontented, and have no 
interest in their work ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ Government are aware that the teachers in non-Government high 
schools are poorly paid and that there is consequently general dissatisfaction 
among them/' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta:— 

3. 

{a) Is it in the contemplation of Government to give effect to the 
recommendations of the University Commission with respect to the improve- 
ment of the pay and prospects of teachers with a view to malce their vocation 
attractive and acceptable to men of ability and good attainments? 

(b) Until the said recommendations are given effect to, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to consider the desirability of adopting such measures as 
may be necessary for giving relief to the said teachers against abnormal rise 
in the prices of all necessaries of life? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (a) and (b) It is presumed that the Hon’ble Member is referring to 
paragi’aphs 92-93 of Chapter XXXI and to paragraph 41 of Chapter XLlIl 
of the Commission’s report. In the ])aragra])h last named, the Commission 
remarked: — ‘ Plans have been projmsed both for a substantial increase in the 
salaries paid to teachers in Government schools and for additions to the 
grants-in-aid to non-Governmental schools for the purpose of making possible 
the necessary increase in the salaries of their teaching staff. The annual 
cost of any effective reform will be large. It has been calculated that it would 
entail an additional annual recurring expenditure of nearly three lakhs, 
rising in seven years to eleven lakhs. Even this sum would probably prove 
insufficient to meet adequately the needs of ^1 the secondary schools in 
Bengal. ’ In accordance with the plans referred to by the Commission a grant 
of Ks. 1,19,382 per annum w^as sanctioned last year for the distribution of 
supplementary grants-in-aid to aided and unaided high and middle English 
scnools in which the salaries of teachers are inadequate, on condition that 
their salaries are raised in accordance with a jmescribed scale. It is not at 
present possible to make further financial )>rovision for the improvement of 
the pay and prospects of teachers in non-Government high schools. 

In paragraphs 92-93 of Chapter XXXI the Commission recommended: — 

‘ (7) That in the case of private schools recognised but unaided from 
public funds, it should be made a condition of recognition that 
rates of salary be defined for every teaching post in the school; 
and that in the case of aided private schools, the Board of 
SecondaiT and Intermediate Education should make it a condi- 
tion of the grant that a minimum salary be assigned to each post. 

(£) Tliat in all cases it should be a condition of recognition that the 
teacher’s terms of appointment should be embodied in a written 
contract, a copy of which should be deposited with the Board: 
and that he shotild have a right of appeal in case of breach of 
contract, the governing body agreeing to abide by its decision. 
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(5) (a) That a superannuation fund should be established which 

should be open to the wliole profession of teachers in inter- 
mediate colleges and high English schools, membership of the 
fund being obligatory in the case of memlxu's of the staffs of 
Government and of aided schools and open (with the concur- 
rence ofi.he school authorities) to teachers in all other recog 
nised high schools and intermediate colleges. 

(6) That the Government should make a substantial annual grant to 

the superannuation fund and that in all aided schools and inter- 
mediate colleges, it should be one of the conditions of appoint- 
ment that the teacher should subscribt' a fixed percentage of his 
salary to the superannuation fund, the Board (or the Ciovern- 
ing body in the case of the aided schools) contributing an ecpial 
or a greater amount. 

(c) That unaided schools or intermediate colleges, recognised by the 
Board, should be entitled and encouraged to (‘oine into the 
scheme.’ 

If 

These recommendations cannot l)e considered until a Hoard of Secondary 
and Intermediate Education js constituted. ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


4 . 

{(i) Are the Government aware that non payment of any sort ot 
allowance to jurors attending courts from a distance not excluding live miles 
causes great hardship to them? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desiiahility o( making provi 
sum for conveyance allowance to such jurors? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy: — 

“ (a) Government are aware that the non-payment ol an allowance to 
jurors attending court from distances less than five miles causes hardshij. m 
many cases. 

\b) The consideration of this question has been jiostponed owing to 
lack of funds.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:- 


5. 


Is it a fact — 

(а) that one Surendra Nath Biswas and eight others ( onnecUHl uith 

the Sibpur dacoity case, have lieen transferred from the Anda- 
mans to the Hyderabad Central Jail; 

(б) that one of their difficulties is that they have to 

their relations in the English language, although the latter have 
no knowledge of English ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of evtendmg the 

benefit of the Royal clemency to these nine prisoners ! 

(d) If they be not released, are the Govermnent considering the desir- 

ability of transferring them to some jail in Bengal . 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ (a) and (b) Surendra Nath Biswas and eight others were sentenced 
to tiansportation for life in the Sibpur dacoity with murder case. Govern- 
ment have no information as to the place where they are at present confined 
or as to the difficulties alluded to. 

(c) (iovernment have considered their cases; it is not proposed to extend 
the Royal clemency to them. 

(d) The transfer of these prisoners does not rest with the local Govern- 
ment and Government does not propose to move in the matter.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 


6 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Government of 
India’s resoliilion No. 1514 G.S.R., dated Simla the December, 1919, 
regarding the improvement of leave rules which were published in the 
(Udevtta Gazette of the 14th January, 1920, at ])ages 84-85, apply to officers 
other tlian gazetted officers ? 


Answer b/ the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

Only the concessions mentioned in paragraph 1 (3) of the Resolu- 
tion, other than furlough on average salary, are applicable to non-gazetted 
officers. Further modifications of the leave rules are now under the consider- 
ation of the Government of India.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur;— 

7 . 

(a) Ts it a fact that mijuisterial officers on pay of Rs. 50- 3 — 125 and 
drawing Rs. 80 a month are entitled under the rules of the Civil Service 
Regulations to wsecond class travelling allowance while proceeding on duty 
from one place to another ? 

{h) Are there any rules under which a local Government can fix the 
travelling allowance of this class of officers at a lower rate than what is 
admissible under the rules of the Civil Service Regulations? 

(c) Is it a fact that Secretariat assistants on pay of Rs. 50 — 3—125 are 
not allowed to draw second class travelling allowance when accompanying 
the Government to and from Darjeeling ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

” {a) No, not in all cases [^Vide note 1 to Article 1002 of the Civil 
Service Regulations]. 

(6) No. 

(c) No. They are paid travelling allowance at rates admissible to 
them on the pay actually drawn by each,^* 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

8 . 

(fl) Are the Government aware that the Port Commissioners’ steamers Port 
plying between Barabazar Ghat and Sulkea, Bally, Utlerpara and other 
[jlJices are overcrowded to the inconvenience of the passengers? 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
Port Commissioners to take necessary steps to remove these "grievances and 
to arrange for more steamers to ply daily between Barabazar and the above- 
mentioned places? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ (a) During the busier hours of the day, in the early morning and 
the evening, some of the Pprt Commissioners’ ferry steamers are very fully 
loaded . 

(h) The Commissioners' total fleet consisted of 13 steamers. l)f tliese 
two were requisitioned for service in Mesopotamia in PJ17 and have not l)een 
returned. In their absence partial use has lieen made of the two Howrah 
Bridge steamers Howrah, and Burhiavd. In order permanently to rejdace 
the two steamers requisitioned, the Port Commissioners are now considering 
the purchase of two additional boats of a larger carrying cai)acity. 

The Port Commissioners have recently undertaken to examine the 
requirements of the service.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

9 . 

{a) Are the Government aware that the Port Commissioners are realizing Pent 
high rents from the tenants of the land known as Ramkristof)ur ch,ar land 
in HowTah, which causes these tenants great hardship? 

(6) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of asking the 
Port Commissioners to give them relief in view of the high price of the neces- 
saries of life and for other reasons ? 

(r) Is it a fact that a memorial was submitted to the Port f ommissioners 
by the tenants of the Ramkristopur char land ? 

If 80, will the Government be pleased to state for what reasons their 
prayer was refused 1 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) The rates of rent charged for the Port Commissioners’ land known 
as Ramkristopur char land are not high in comparison with the demand. 

(&) No. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) The revised rates were considered reasonable owing to the fact that 

one plot of laSl Teviouslv let out at Rs. 10 per cottah ^r month, when 
offtiSi by Vuwt Mnder, ibtained a bid of Ea. 20 per mtM per meeaem, a 
rate considerably higher than any of the sanctioned ra . ^ ^ 



\cqui«itiori of 
and at noliii on 
he ICaHt Indian 
!iailway. 


leadquarters 
tation of a new 
ubdiviaion in 
Myincnsiugh. 


754 Questions and Answers. [4th Arors 

By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

10 . 

(a) Is it a fact that land is being acquired at the instance of the Eas 
Indian Railway authorities for the accommodation of the railway servani 
at Belli r? 

( h) Is it a fact that one of the reasons for acquiring land is to make 
zone of safety for the benefit of railway servants and to keep it separate froi 
the houses of the residents of Belur, in the district of Howrah? 

{c) Are the Government aware that the acquisition will de-house a larj: 
number of Indians who have resided in the locality for many generations 

{d) Are the Government considering the desirabilitv of interveninc i 
this matter and of stopping the acquisition of land at Belur, as notifie 
by llie Bengal Guvernnient, Revenue Department Declaration No. 2441 L.A 
dated the 10th March, 1020? 

{(;) Have the Government considered any alternative proposal to acqui' 
land to the west side of the railway line? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley; — 

“ {a) Yes. 

(5) The reasons for acquisition are set forth in Declaratioi 
No. 31.')4L.A, dated the 1st April, 1010, and No. 2441 L.A., dated tl 
fith March, 1920, published in the Calcutta Gazettes 

(r) It is understood from certain petitions and representations receive 
from the public that this will be so. 

(d) and (c) No The petitions and re})resen1atious j'eceived have been foi 
warded to the Government of India, Railway Department, for consider; 
tion, in view of the fact that the persons affected have already made direc 
ref)resentation to the Government of India, Railway Department, und( 
whose authority the East Indian Railway management propose to acquii 
the land.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

11 . 

With reganl to the selection of Dhanbari as the headquarters station c 
a new subdivision of the proposed western district of Mymensingh, will th 
Government be pleased to state — 

{{) whether they examined the place from a sanitary point pf view 
and 

(ii) whether any sanitary officer has examined it? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

” There was no definite examination of the place by an officer of th 
Sanitary Department, though the question of its healthiness was considerei 
in a general way.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty: — 

12 - 

(a) With regard to the reply given by the ifon'ble Mr. Kerr to a question 
put by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray tMiaudhuri at a meet 
!ni^ of this Council held on the 19tli August, 1918, admitting that Dhaubari 
wa.s* malarious but that this defect was cajiable of* remedy, are the (jovern- 
inent aware that the said defect was mainly due to the ])roxuuitv of a vast 
•irea of qnzari forests and that it would be almost impossible to remove this 
defect e.xcept at an enormous and unjustitiable cost ? 

[h) Are the Government aware that Dhanbari has a natural defect in 
the sujiply of good drinking water and that the only river near it, which dries 
up during the winter season, is about two miles distant? 

Ir) Has the attention of Government been drawn to a series of objections 
piilili.shed in the vernacular paper Charu Mihir of Mymensingh, dated the 
07th Sravan, 2nd Bhadra and 9th Bhadra, l;12(>, against the selection of 
Rhanbari as the headquarters station of a new subdivision » 

(d) Considering the natural defects of Dhanbari with regard to sanita- 
tion. drinking water and communication and the overwhelming popular 
feeling against it, are the Government considering the desirability of re- 
considering their decision as to the selection of Dhanbari as the headiiuartera 
station of a new subdivision and of .selecting either I’ingiia, Gopali>ur. 
Bingulla or some other healthy place for the jiurjiose? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

•• {(t) Government is informed that the forest in (jiie.stion is four miles 
distant from Dhanbari, and docs not afl'ect its healthiness or otherwi.se 

{h) With the exception of Pingna. which, being on the daimina, cannot 
be safely .selected, it is rtqiorted that the position at Dhanbari as r(‘ga ids water 
Mipjily is no worse than that at any other jiossible alternative as a subdi\ isional 
lieadciuarters. 

(c) No, but the whole scheme has already been before the public and 
all criticisms received thereon were duly considered. ^ His Excellency, among 
others, personally inspected Dhanbari in August, 191 /. 

{d) The answer is in the negative,” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty;— 


13. ^ 

(aj With regard to the Agricultural Institute e.stabli.shed at Dacca, will o«^c« 
the Government be pleased to state — inutiti 

(i) whether there is any governing body of the institute, 

(??) who are the members, if any, of the governing body: and 
(ffi) on what principle the .selection of members of the goveining bo iy, 
if any, is being made ? 


(b) Is there any rule by which the representatives of 
classes, who are vitally interested in the ‘ p[ 

required to be selected as members of the ^ makint? such 

such rule, are the Government considering the desirability of making such 

a rule? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

‘‘ {a) and (5) The subject-matter of the Hon’ble Member’s questions 
will be considered when the scheme to establish an Agricultural Institute at 
Dacca is further advanced/’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

14 . 

(a) Is it a fact that certain AdMooting cases were tried under the {)ro> 
visions of the Defence of India Act? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the number of per 
sons who were convicted in the different districts on trial in these cases ano 
are undergoing terms of imprisonment ? 

(c) Have they been given the benefit of the Royal amnesty? and 

{(I) If not, why not? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson; — 

“ {a) Yes. 

(h) In thirty-eight cases arising out of the looting of hats and bazan 
in the districts of Noakhali, Chittagong, Rangpur, Dinajpur, 24-Parganas 
Khulna and Jessore, which were tried by special tribunals under tlie pro 
visions of the Defence of India Act, 859 persons were convicted. Of tiies^ 
93 persons were undergoing imprisonment on the 1st of July- last. 

(r) No, but previoiksly as an act of clemency, 147 of them had beei 
released in May, 1919. 

{(i) These men were convicted of offences against the ordinary law an<^ 
are not covered by the directions contained in His Majesty’s Proclamation 
Tho.se still in jail are those who were convicted of the more serious offence' 
and sentenced to longer terms than the others.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

15 . 

{a) Is it a fact that the Boalmari-Kushtia steamer service has beer 
stopped ? 

(5) If so, when? 

(c) Are there any immediate prospects of its revival? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

” ((35) Yes. 

(5) The service* which is under the management of the Rivers Steair 
Navigation Company was stopped on the 20th April, 1918. 

(r) Government are informed that there is no immediate prospect of ih 
revival. The service was stopped owing to shortage of steamers of the clas^ 
required for the service. The Cohapany are still short of steamers of th( 
required t^pe, and the building of new steamers of the type will neoessarilj 
take time. ‘ 
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By the Hon’^le Babu Bhabendra Chdndra Ray:— 

16 . 

(a) Is there any steamer service l)etween Choalia and Magma? 

(5) If so, for how many months in the year is it available? 

(f) What is the distance between Magura and Choalia? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ (a) Yes. 

(b) About 4 months in the year for passengers, viz., duly to October, 
and all the year round for cargo by a light draft barge hauled by hand 
between Choalia and Magura. 

(r) Ten miles.” ^ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

17 . 

Is there any steamer service for carrying on traffic on the eastern and 
northern sides of the subdivision of Magura ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ No.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

18 . 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the rei)orts ol 
several cases- of death and suicide from starvation or f)rivation, that have', 
recently appeared in the Press? 

(b) If so, will the Government l)e pleased to .state whether every one of 
these reports is untrue ? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement giving ))arti(U- 
lars of each of these reported cases, showing what inquiries were made in eacn 
ca.se and with what result, and explaining the reason why no communique 
has so far been issued in regard thereto ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

” It is impossible to answer the Hon’ble Member’s question unless he 
particulfifrise the actual reports to which he refers. 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 


Creation of a 
post of Director 
of lufonnatioii. 


19 . 

(a) Is it a fact that a new appointment has been created with the nam 
of Director of Information ? 

(/>) [f so, what are the name, qualifications, experience and present am 
prospective emoluments of the present incumbent? 

(f) {%) What are the circumstances necessitating the creation of tlii 
office ? 

(iV) Was this appointment provided for in the last budget? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. StepKenson: — 

“ {a) Yes. 

(h) The present incumbent is Major li. D. Story, c.b.k. As regard: 
his qiialifk^ations and experience, reference is invited to “ Who’s Who fc 
1920 ” an extract from which is laid on the table. His salary is Rs. 2,0(H 
per month. 

{(') (i) It is hoped by this means to ensure greater publicity to the varioii 
activities of Government; to assist the public to obtain more easily infoniia 
tion as to administrative facts, and to correct nl*isa})prehensions which are a 
present apt to be current. 

(//) No specific provision on this account was made in the budget fo 
the current year.” 

Koctract referred to in the Answer to Question No. 19 (Unsttirred) ashed u 
the Council nieetinij held at Dacca ou the 4th Avgust 1920. 

EXTRACT FROM “ WHO’S WHO-1020.’' 

Story, Douglas. — Author and Journalist; Caj)tain, 5th (Reservi 
Battalion) Middlesex Regiment; born in Edinburgh on Jlst December 1872 
eldest son of Dan. F. Story, j.p., Peeblesshire; educated at George Watson’ 
College and University, Edinburgh; Daily Mail war correspondent with tin 
Boers, South African War, 1899-1900; 'Daily K.rpress war corresponden 
with the Russians, Russo-»I af )anese War, 1901-()5; New York Herald specia 
corresj)orident wdth the present King through Canada, 1901; Tribune s{)ecia 
correspondent, Egypt, Siam, China. Japan, Russia and South Africa 
1905-08: speoiab correspondent for various syndicated newspapers- Russia 
Siberia and India; editor of various journals in London, New York, Johan 
neaburg, and Hong Kong; Deputv Assistant Quartermaster-General 
Army Headquarters, India, 1916-18; Shipping Controller in India, 1918 19 
Publications: Ten Miles from anywhere, 1895; The Drift of the Day, 1902 
The Campaign with Kuropatkin, 1904; To-morrow in the East, 1907 
Address — Office of the Shipping Controller, Ballard Road, Bombay. Tele 
graphic address — No. 4120, T. A. Depship. 
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By the Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha: — 

20 . 

In view of the fact that the Public Services Commission hav( 
recommended the same incremental scale for the provincial executive anc 
educational services, are the Government considering the desirability ol 
adopting t^e same incremental scale in reorganising the provincial educa 
tional service as has been .done in the case of the provincial executive service \ 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

'Ihe matter is under consideration and Government are not at present 
a position to make a statement. ” ^ 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha:— 

21 . 

In view of the f.ncr that lx>th in Bombay and iti Ranptxm the officers 
if the Provincial Services have been included in the I’residencv house 
illowance scheme, arc the Government considerinfr the dcsirahilitv of 
iimilarly including the officers in the Provincial Services at Calcutta in the 
oral house allowance scheme? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

The answer is in the negative It is not understood that in Bombav 
,11(1 Rangoon the main scheme as such is a|)plicahle to I’rovincial Service 
ifficers. though certain of the latter draw local allowance.” 


Jy the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur;— 

22 . 

Will the Government t)e plea.sec] to state - 

(a) whether any chanicf" (•ontein|)late(l in tJie rules and method of 

reeniitinent to the Provincial .rudicial Service, and if so, what 
are the changes and when tliey will he given effect to. 

(b) whether the next Imtch of re(‘niits will he taken under tlie new 

rules; and 

(c) wdietlier the age limit will be reduced in tlie recjruitinent for the 

said service under the new rules? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

The matter is under consideration by the Government of India and 
he Secretary of State, whose orders have not yet been received." 


By the Hon’ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy:— 

23 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state the number of sub- registrars in 
the Registration Department appointed since September, 1017, who fulfil the 
<^ondition of having passed the higher standard of the final examination of 
the Arabic Department of a recognised Madra.ssa ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhurts— 

24 . 

(a) la it a fact that the Government have sanctioned a Personal Assistant 
to the Princij)al, Bengal Engineering College, Sibpur? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state — 

{i) whether the new assistant is attached to the teaching or the 
electrical staff ; and 

(ii) what is the nature of his functions? 

(c) Will the Government be pleased to state how many hours the 
Principal spends — 

(i) on lectures to students, and 

(ii) on practical training work? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) The appointment has been sanctioned vis an experimental measure 
tor one year from 16th October, Ihltf 

(h) (i) The personal Assistant is a minivSterial officer. 

(ii) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) (?) and (ii) The Principal does not lecture. He spends about one 
hour daily on the supervision of practical training in the workshops ; and in the 
cold weather he spends an hour or two on outdcKU’ survey work at the college 
twice or thrice a week. ” 


Statement referred to in answer to Question No. •d.tt (b) (n) [unstarred) asked 
by the Honble Babu Brojendiu Kishor Kay Chaudhuri at the rneetinij 
of 4th Aiigiist, 19^0, regarding the dnties of the Personal Assistant to the 
Principal, Bengal Engineering College^ Sibpur. 

The duties of the l^ersonal Assistant are:— 

{a) to take charge of the Principals office during both the session and 
the vacation. During the vacation the workshops remain open 
and there is considerable correspondence and other work. Tlie 
main items under this bead are — 

(7) to dispose of ap])lications for rules, etc , and to put up 
other cases for the Princijial's orders, 

(ii) to maintain the college records of all students and prepare 
certificates and diplomas for signature, 

{Hi) to put u}) cases arising out of the proceedings of the 
various Boards of which the Principal is Secretary, 

(iv) U) engage and control the office menial establishment 

(r; to be responsible for the distribution of duties amongst 
the office staff, 

(ri) to be in charge of the college furniture and the internal 
cleanliness of the buildings, 

(rii) to relieve the Princi{)al of all duties in connection with 
the routine of periodical and annual college examina- 
tions and also those of outside bodies which are held 
at the College as a centre, such as the University, 
Joint Technical Examination Board, Pleaders’ Survey 
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Exiuniiintion Hoard. Public Worki; Department a('- 
countants, B Final Examination Bmrd, and the ses- 
sional examination of the Mining Instructor in the 
coal-fields; 

(b) to check the class and ha? lack atteiidaiu'e registers by comparing 

them with the leave and medical registers: 

(c) to do work in connection with the organisation and maintenance of 

an employment bureau ; 

{d) to take charge of the accounts ot the college, the workshops, the 
messes and the various Boards, so far as concerns — 

{{) the daily chei'k of entries in the cash bcx>k , 

(?i) the transmission ot money to the treasury . 

(lii) the checking of contingent, establishment and seliolar- 
ship bills for tlie Principars signature, 

(ir) other routine work. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

25. 

{a) Will the Government be [ileased to slate 

( /) the principles on winch iionunations are made by them in regard 
to candidates aj)j>earing at the annual competitive examina 
tion for admission to the enrolled list of oilictu's in the l inance 
J)ej)artment , and 

(?/) the procedure followed in making those nominations'^ 

(b) (i) How many candidates were nominated li\ Government year by 
\ear since 1912 and bow- many of tliem were nllimattdy rei-ruiled as a resull 
of the examination on each occasion, and 

(ii) What was the total number of appointments math* Irom all provinces 
each year during this period ? 

(c) (/) Is it a fact that some of the most distinguished graduates jailed 
to secure nomination ? 

(ii) If so, wdll the Government be pleased to give a list oi such graduates 
together wdth the reasons wdiy they were not nominat(*(i ' 

(d) Is it a fact that in five first class M.A 's and M.Sc s '-vlio 

were among the applicants, were not nominated by (government, but tliat a 
lew second class M.A.'s and B.A s were noininated in [)n“f(^renec‘ to tluMii, 
and that some of those inferior nominees did not even sit for the exarniriation 

(e) Is it also a fact that in 1!)20 some of the most meritorious candidates 
were similarly excluded ? 

if) Is it a fact that as a result of such methods of selection of candniale.. 
^'Ome of the best graduates of Bengal are jirecluded from apjiearing at t le 
examination, and Bengal is comparatively jioorly rejiresented nuraericallv in 
the Finance Department? 

{g) Will the Government be piea.sed to state— 

(i) how many candidates the Government are authorized to nominate 
every year; and 

(n) how many are usually nominated by other local Governments every 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

(a) (i) The principle on which the nominations are made is as follows 
fJigh educational qualifications are a primary requirement, rh\’.siinj| 
character, family connections and services rendered by the candidate 
parents or family to the State are also taken into consideration Adequat 
rej»re.sentation to each race or class has also to be kept in view. 

(m) An advisory selection committee composed of the Finance Secretar\ 
the Director of Public Instruction, the Accountant-General, and two noj 
official members, deal with the ajiplications in the first instance. They int'n 
view the candidates and sSiibmit their recommendations to Government. (In 
of the nominations made by this Government, the Government of India seloc 
those who are permitted to sit for the examination. 

{h) (i) The table below shows the number of candidates nominate, I h 
Government year by year since 1912: — 


ye»r. 


1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 
191(1 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 


No. of candidates 
noin mated. 

... () 

... 6 

... 6 

... 6 

... 6 

... 9 

... 6 

... 0 

... 7 


Tt is not known to this tJoverriinent how many of the candidates noiip 
nated by them were ultimately recruited. 

(//) This information is not known to this (Government. 

(c) (/) Government are not aware of this. 

(n) See answer to (r) (?) above. 

(d) In 1919 one Hindu, who stood first in ihc 2nd class M.A , and ; 
Muhammadan B.S(‘. with honours were nominated. All the others nonii 
nated were 1st class M.A.'s. All the nominees sat for the examination 

(e) In 1920 a Muliarnmadan B.Sc. witli 1st class honours in Mathematic 
and the same Hindu 2nd class M.A., who was nominated in 1919, were nonii 
nated. All the others nominated were 1st class M A 's. 

(/) No 

((/) (/) No absolute number has been fixed. Usually six to seven candi 
dates are nominated every year. The table r^iven above in answer to 
tion (/>) (/) may be seen in tins connection. 

(//) Government are not aware of this. ’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

26 . 

(a) An' the (roveriiment aware that at the last election of the non- 
official Chairman of the Dacca District Board certain Government officials, 
viz., two iSuhdivisional Officers and a Joint-Registrar of Co-operative Societies, 
openly canvassed votes for some of the candidates ? 

(i) Wjll the Government be pleased to inquire whether one of the Suh- 
divisional Officers mentioned to some of the members of the District Board 
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tliat they should have consulted their respt^ctive Suiuli visional Officers before 
deciding as to which of the i‘andidatt‘s they would support / 

(c) Is it a fact that the said Sululivisioiial OtVuau'lold oueof the ineinbto's 
of lh(‘ District. Board that unless he voted for a certain candidat(‘ for whom 
lio Subdi visional Ofticer) was canvassing. In' w<»uld have lit t It' (dianc'e of 
ift^tring himself re-eh'Ctetl to llu' District Board by tin' Local Board ? 

((/) Were these alh'gations math' to tin' District Magi>trat(' afti'i* tlu' 
(dt'ction of tlu' non-official Chairman of the Dai'ca Distru-l Boanl was over ? 
If so, with what result V 

(^) Are the Cxovernrnent consitlering tin' desirahiliiy of issuing a 
circular letter prohibiting Govi'rnmtuit tillicials from canvassing In this 
inannt'r at. elections of non-official Cliairnu'ii an<l memhi'rs of District B>oartls 
or of attempting, in any way, to intlinmce the votes of nitmihi'rs of tiu' District 
Boards and Local Boards at such (>h‘ctions ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (a) and {h) The answer is in the negative 
(r) and (d) The District Magistrate reports- 

The election of the non-officdal Chairman on 22nd March. Ib2b. result- 
ed in a substantial maiority of se\('ii votes for tin present Chairman, tlie 
Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty Some tune alter, how long 
1 do not rememl)er, some [lersori remarked ui conversation to me that a Sub- 
(iiMsinnal Ollii'er had been canvassing on Ixdialf of tlic dcfi'atcd camlidalt' 

I (lid not take this remark seriously, firstlv because it was vagiu , and secondly 
Ix'caiise, if true, which 1 did not believe, it had clearly been oi no (dh'ct \o 
action whatsoever was taken on this remark No allegation had even Ix'cn 
put in writing 

1 have no reason to think that there was anv oflicual canvassing, and :n a 
malter of fact tlie votes of officials were divided hetweM'ii tlu' landidates 
(e) A co})y of a circailar on the subject is laid on the tabic ” 


(' irrnh // referred to by the Hoji hie Mu. O Mai.i.ky in onsiref to (ju^'sfion 
No. 26' {unsiarred) (e) asked Inj the Hon hN* Bmu' Buo-ikmiUa Kisn-m 
1{ay Chaudhuri at the Connell ineefina of 'dh AiKjnst^ 

Cir. Nos. 4() 50LS.-G., dated Dacca, the DUb duly. Ib2(t 
From— The Hon Tile Mr, L. S S ()’Malu:v, c.i.k., m .s. Secretary 
to the Governinent of Jtcngal, Municifwil (Local Self- 
Government ) Department , 

To- All Commissioners of Divisions 
T am directed to invite attention U> rule 2d of the (loveinment S(Mvants 
Conduct Buies, wdiich states, iiiter aha, that whole time (fONcimnent sei - 
vants mav record votes, if qualified to do so, at elections t() District and 
T.ocal Boards, but should as far as possible avoid giving an} iridic-atinn ot 
the direction in which tliev intend to vote. It is aCo laid down that tlc'v 
may not, bv" canvassing or otherwise, interfere or use tlieir iiiilucmx' in anv 
wav In elections to District and Local Boards irnh's.''' the\ arc thcriiselvcs 
candidates who are legally eligible and have obtained from firiipcr authority 
such permission (if anv) as is required to enable them U> stand for elw tiorn 
2. The Governor in Council is of opinion that the same }'rinciplc of 
non-intervention should be observed by whole time (jrivernmont servants wpo 
are members of District Boards in regard Ui the elec tions o non-odicial 
(diairmen bv those bodies. While, therefore, thev may record their votes 
at those ele^ions, thev should, as far as possible avoid giving liefonffianr 
any indication of the direction in which they intend to vote; and they should 
not interfere or use their influence, by canvassing or otherw ise, in an election 
of a non-official Chairman. 



764 


Questions and Aiisioers. 


[4th Arai^T 


By the Hoti’hto Babu Broj^ndra Ktsh«r R^Gha^dhuri; — 

27 . 

Drafting of {d) Is it fi fact that Ordinances and Regulations fcfr the Dacij 
OniinancuH and ( 'niversity have already been drafted and that two European officers of thi 
DaccUj'rm^^^ liaiian etJucational service were specially deputed to do the work durin^r th, 
last vacation, and if so. who were those officers and what were their specia 
qualifications for the work? 

(b) Will the (jovernment be pleased to state — 

(?) wdiether any teacher of history, San^fkrit, Arabic, mathemalns 
physics, chemistry, law or teaching was among the officers .si 
appointed; and 

(/?) why no Indian educationist was appointed to do the work? 

(c) Will the (joverninent be ple^ised to publish the draft Regulation 
and Ordinances, if they have been drawn up, for criticism by the public aiu 
competent authorities, before they are placed tefore the Vice Chancellor^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) Pi’ovisional Ordinances and Regulations have been drafted b} 
Mr. Turner, Princif)al of the Dacca College, and Mr. Langley, Professor oi 
Philoso[)hy in the same college, in consultation wdth the stall of the Da-vj 
College, and with Mr Stapleton, sj)ecial offi(‘er in connection with the Dac-.-i 
University. Messrs Turner and Langlev gave up their vacation in ooh^ 
to do this woik and received no remuneration for it 

(b) (/) The answTi* is in the negative. 

(//) The work was entrusted to Messrs Turner and I.angley as tlee 
were considered suitable for the purj)ose No question of nationality v 
involved 

(r) No When the draft is received by (ioverninent it is pro{)osed 
lay it iH'fore the Vice Chancellor and it will be for him to decide what actior 
shall !)e taken on it 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 


28 . 


ApjK'llltuitMafi 
'inder i)ucca Uni- 
verHity. 


{(i) Is it a fact that applications are being received for certain aj)point 
rnents under the Dacca University and nominations have been made for som( 
})osts, and if so, who is receiving the applications and making the nomina 
tions? 


{b) Are the Ciovcrnment considering the desirability of issuing a publu 
invitation for such apjilications ? 

(r) Will the Covermneiit be pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is in contemplation to male? the appointments before the 
arrival of the Vice-Chancellor; and 

(Hi) if so, w hether such action w ill tie the hands of the Vice-Chancellor ! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) Some applications for the post of Registrar have been received by 
Covernment. and a number of applications for other posts bv the Special 
Officer in connection with the Dacca University. No nominations have 
been made. , 
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(h) and (c) Section 50 of the Dacca University Act provides that at 
lime after the passing of the Act and until such time as tlic authorities ot 
the Tniversity shall have been duly constituted- - 

{a) the treasurer may be appointed by the Governor ot Bengal: 

(b) anv other officers of the University may be appointed by the 

, Vice-Chancellor with the previous sanction ot the (Tovernment 

of Bengal ; 

(c) teachers of the University shall be appointed b\ the (iovernor of 

Bengal after considering the recommendations nf an Advisory 
Committee consisting of the Vice-Chancellor. Director of 
Public Instruction, Bengal, and such other person or ptM'sons. 
if any, as the Governor of Bengal thinks lit to associaU" with 
them. 


His Excellency the Governor has written to the Secretary of State for India 
suggesting that the Secretary of State should appoint a comniillee in London 
to advertise a certain number of professorshi})s and readerships to interview 
likelv candidates and to report to His Excellency the names and (jualilica- 
tions of any candidates likely to ac*cept ap)>ointments It is also ju-oiiosed 
to ascertain what candidates can l>e obtained in India by aiiverlising ail the 
professorships and readerships recjuired for the Cnnersity (including those 
about which His Excellency has addressed the Secretary of Stale), and to 
^eud a list of them to each Vice-Chancellor and Director of Publu' Instria*- 
tioTi in India, so that information may be obtained of all possible caindidates 
Further each member of the staff of the Dac'ca and ,Iagannath (’olleges will 
he addressed and asked whether he wdshes to be considered an aj)pluaiit b>r 
anv partic'ular post, and a similar letter will be sent to each lueiuber of tl’C 
liillian Educational Service and Provincial Educational Service who holds 
substantivelN a collegiate post The papers relating to all caandidates for 
teaching appointments wdll be laid before the advisory eoniuiittcv referred 
to in section 50 of the Act, and the appointments will he made by His Ex(‘cl- 
lencv after considering its recommendations.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:- - 


29 . 

(a) Will the Government be pleased to state wlial progress has 
been made in the matter of the proposed committee ot experts to considei 
the (juestion of the Dacca-Aricha Railway and eonneeted matters^ 

(b) Are the Government eunsidenrig the desirability of adding some 
non-official Indian members to this committee, such as thi‘ Chairman of the* 
Dacca District Board? 


I 

lUiUx uy. 


Ansiver by the Hon’ble .Mr. Cowley 

“ (a) The Railway Board hope that a suitable engineer officer will Vnp 
available about the beginning of November next to work on the proposes 
committee of inquiry. 

(b) At the instance of the Dacca Peojdes Association the Railway 
Board have agreed that both the association and the distri' t board should 
be re})resentecf on the committee Each of the tiodies have been asked to 
nominate a representative.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty;— 


30 . 

Will the GoverniTient be ))]eased to state — 

(a) how many officers in the first four classes of the subordinate 

educational service wdll attain the of 55 in the course of ^he 
next five years; 

(b) what is the number of officers in class V of the subordinate 

educational service; and 

(c) how long an officer would ordinarily take to pass through class V of 

the subordinate educational service under the present condition?' 
of the service ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) There are 36 such officers. 

(b) 181 officers. 

(c) On an averae^e an officer remains 6 or 7 yeais in class V/’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty;— 

31 . 

Will the (joverninent be jileased to state — 

(a) on what jirinciplc Alaulvi Sliamsuddin, assistant niaulvi of the 

Dacca Madrassa was promoted Irom class VI of the subordi- 
nate educational service to class 1 1 1 against a vacancy in 
class 1 1 over the heads of so many officers; 

(b) in what way were his claims to promotion superior to those of the 

officers he ha-s suj>erseded; 

(c) whether any of the officers he has superseded W'as recommended 

for special Dromotion; and 

(d) on what grounds was he a})})ointed in ^ lass III instead of in class 

11 where the vacancy occurred. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) A vacancy occurred in class IT subordinate educational service, 
consequent upon the retirement of Maulana Nazir Hossain. The vacancy 
was advertised, and Maulvi Sliamsuddin w\as tlie most suitable applicant. 
The initial [lay of the post has been fixed at Rs 150 in class III, and the 
successful candidate on appointment was given this rate of pay. 

(b) and (r) No answer is necessary in view^ of the answer to (a). 

(d) The reasons for the appointment in class III have been given above, 
and it wdll be seen that there could be no justification for appointing him to 
class 11. 
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By the Hofi’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

32. 

Is it a fact — ^ 

(а) that there are many deserving officers, particularly in class V of 

^ the subordinate educational service, who have not l>een promoted 

in the recent general promotion in that service under the sec- 
ondary education scheme; 

(б) that Government high school teachers who are in the subordinate 

educational service get no preference in the matter of promo- 
tion in the grade; 

(c) that a large portion of the sum spent on the secondary education 

scheme was earmarked by Government for the improvement of 
the Government high schools only; 

(d) that a number of officers in class V of the subordinate educational 

service received promotion under the secondary ediu'ation scheme 
after remaining in the same grade for more than 7 rears; and 

(e) that they should have received earlier promotion in the usual 

course ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) The answer is in the affirmative. Officers who entered that crade 
in Novembei , 1917, or at a subsequent date, did not receive })roinotion to 
class TV. 

(h) and (c) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(J) When the scheme was given effect to, 9 officers received promotion 
who Jiad remained in class V for over 7 years. 

{$) The answer is in the negative.'' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

33. 

(1) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) whether officiating munsifTs, first a{)pointed more than 4 years ago, 

are still awaiting confirmation, though, as a matter of fact, there 
are unfilled vacancies in the cadre of munsifTs from November, 
1919; 

(b) whether vacancies in the cadre of sub- judges have not been filled 

up, though there have been such vacancies from Ist January 
1920; 

(c) to what this great delay in filling up vacancies is due; and 

(d) when such vacancies are expected to be filled up? 

{£) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing definite 
rules for filling up vacancies as early as possible ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy:— 

" U) (a) Yes 
(6) Yes. 
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(r) Vacancies which have occurred since January, 1920, have not l>een 
filled up pending a decision on the propoSkl to introduce a time scale of pay 
in the provincial judicial service. 

(d) As soon as this deci^on is arrived at. 

Government do not consider it necessary to do so.’' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

34 . 

Tran8|)ort of (a) Are the Government aware that the free transport of 20 maunds 
persomii^ cffecu personal eflPects allowed to provincial service officers (second class) at 
provincial service goods rate on transfer is quite inadequate in the case of judicial and executive 
officer®. officers ? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased — 

(i) to consider the desirability of raising the quantity to 40 maunds 

and of allowing luggage rate for one-fourth of the same; 

(ii) to make provision for paying the cost of goods transport in the 

case of road journeys as in the case of river journeys; 

(m) in view of article 1020, Civil Service Regulations, and the Govern- 
ment of India’s letter No. 1700, dated the 12th September, 
1919, to change the travelling allowance class of the aforesaid 
officers from second to first, in the case of steamer journeys, 
inasmuch as the second class accommodation in inland steamers 
in Bengal is bad and uncomfortable and in some respects more 
inconvenient than third class accommodation; and 

(/r) to exercise the enlarged powers conferred on them by the Govern- 
ment of India’s letter No. 1700, dated the 12th Sefiteniber, 
1919, and increase the mileage and halting allowance for the 
road journey, respectively, to 8 aiuias a mile and Rs. 0 a day, 
in view’ of the increased cost of locomotion ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

“ (a) Second class officers on transfer, travelling wdth their families, 
are allow^ed 30 maunds; those travelling without their families are allowed 
20 maunds. Government are not prepared to admit that these rates are 
inade(]uate. 

{h) {'}) and (Hi) The rules regulating the grant of travelling allowance 
on transfer have very recently been substantially improved, and under these 
provisions an officer of the second class may be allowed free transport of 
personal effects by goods train steamer, or other craft or by road, up to 
a maximum of 30 maunds if the officer is accompanied by his family, and 20 
maunds if travelling alone, as explained above. In regard to journeys by 
road, a rate will be fixed by the local Government on the basis of average 
cost for conveying a maund of goods by the cheapest method of conveyance. 

(Hi) The Hon’ble Member’s attention is drawm to the answer given to 
a similar question No. 11 (d) asked by himself at the Council’s meeting of 
the 7th April, 1920. The general question has been further examined, and 
this Government are at present awaiting the result of a reference to the Gov- 
ernment of India on a question of ruling relative to the subject. 

(iv) No such proposal is at present under the consideration of Govern- 
ment.”' 



1920 .] Questiom and Answert. 769 

By the HMi’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


35. 

(a) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to re-open the question 
of the location of the headquarters of the Government at Dacca for two 
months in the year? 

• (b) Is it a fact — 

(t) that the question was decided after full discussion in the House 
of Commons in 1912; and 

(if) that most solemn assurances in the matter were given by both the 
then Secretary of State for India and the Under-Secretary of 
State, with the approval of Parliament? 

(f ) Do Government propose to lay the matter More the Secretary of State 
liefore effecting any change in the present arrangement? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

The Hon’ble Member’ is referred to the answer given to starred ques- 
tion No. VI.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

36 . 

Is it a fact — 

(a) (i) that Government intend sanctioning allowance.^ to certain classes 
of Government officers on account of the rise in the price of netmsaries of life; 

(if) if so, do the Government firojiose inclmling the officers of the subor- 
dinate educational service therein ; 

(b) (/) that only ministerial officers of the .snliordinate educational ser- 
vice will be given this allowance; and 

(if) if so, will the Government be 4 )leased to state the reason for debar- 
ring other officers of the same .service from the kion? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr;— 

“ (a) (i) The Government of India have been addressed in the matter, 
(ii) No. 

(6) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The proposed allowance is intended only for ministerial officers. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur;— 

37 . 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table ihe roports 
on t he survey of the hookworm investigation which has been entrusted to 
three special officers on hookworm duty ? 

(б) What is the total expenditure incurred up to .‘fist March, 1920, on 
such investigation ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“(a) Copies of the reports received up to April, 1920, are laid on the 
library table. 

(h) Rs. 72,665.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

38 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) when the board for secondary and intermediate education for 
Bengalis expected to come into existence; 

(h) whether it is going to be in working order before July, 1921, when 
the Dacca University will be started; 

(c) what arrangements are proposed to be made for the c'ontrol of 
intermediate colleges and matriculation schools in the Univer 
sity area and the final examination of students of those insti- 
tutions, having regard to the fact that they will be disaffiliated 
from the Calcutta University as soon as the Dacca University 
Act is enforced 1 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

‘‘ (a) (b) and (c) Government do not contemplate the creation at pre 
sent of a board of secondary and intermediate education for Bengal, but they 
have under consideration proposals for the establishment of a board for the 
supervision of secondary and intermediate education in Dacca.” 

By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

39 . 

Is it a fact — 

(a) that on account of the delay in forming a scheme for disbursing 
the Government of India’s grant of 9 lakhs of rupees made in 
1916, the pay and prospects of a large number of teachers have 
l)een seriously prejudiced by the appointment of lecturers, de- 
monstrators and other officers in newly-created posts in the 
higher grades as well as in grade vacancies during the period 
between April, 1916, and September, 1919; 

(b) that during the incumbency of former Directors of Public Instruc- 
tion, officers were sometimes transferred, by way of punishment, 
from the subordinate educational service to outside grades on 
the same pay; and 

(c) that posts in the graded sul)ordinate educational'Service were gene- 
rally looked upon as superior to posts in outside grades carrying 
the same pay ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) There are no records available to show that punishments of this 
kind were ever inflicted on officers 

(<:) Thus was the case when graded officers were treated as being on a 
different footing from ungraded officers, for the purpose of promotion,.** 
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By the Han^bie-Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

40 . 

Will the Government be pleased to make a statement, showing month by 
month, since January last, the number of cases of suicide in each subdivision 
of the district of Fandpur? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson;— 

“ A statement is laid on the table.’* 

Staif^ment referred to hy the Ilonble Mk. Stkpiienson in answer to Qurstw}i 
No. 40 {Unsiarred) asked by the lion hh hAiw WuAWK'sini a ( iiandiu Kay 
at the Council meeting of the 4th August, 1920, showimj the number of 
suicide cases reported in each subdivision o/ the Farid pur district from 
January to June^ 1920, 




Sndar Suh- 
di vision 

Kajhari Sub- 
divHioii. 

0<ipal^i»nj Sub- 
di\ isioii. 

j Madanpni Snl> 
j division 

J.iniiary 


2 

4 

4 

1 

February 


5 

6 

4 

:i 

March 


I 


i 5 

4 

April 


! 

1 

2 

8 

8 

May 


; 

5 

14 

5 

.him- 


t; 

() 

, 1) 

i') 

Total 


2S 

2K 

44 

27 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

41 . 

(а) Will the Government be pleased to state what provision has berm 
made for starting vocational classes in the intermediate colleges as recom- 
mended by the Imiversity Commission ? 

(б) If no arrangement for vocational classes has teen made, are the 
Government considering the desirability of providing them? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (a) and (6) Proposals have been made by the Director of Public Instruc- 
tion for vocational courses in three intermediate colleges. His proposals 
are under the consideration of Government.*’ 
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[4th Adgcrt, 


Questions and Answers. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

42 . 

cer^ein' *'^n cals Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing 

wid*'” rtvuioH fhc number of appeals and revision cases in which the Board of Revenue has 
interfered with the order passed by the Divisional Commissioners during the 
last five years? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ A statement is laid on the table.” 


Sliitenient referred to by the Ilonhle Mr. McAlpin in ansioer to Question 
No. 42 {Unstarred) asked by the Hon'ble Babu Akhii, Chandra Dacia 
at the Council meeting oj the 4th August., 1920, .shoioing the number 
oj ajqieals and revision cases in which the Board of Revenue has interjered 
■with the order passed by the Divisional Commissioners during the years 
1915 to 1919. 


Yhar. 

101 r> 




Niiinbor of 
appeAli!. 

3 

Number of 
revision cases 

5 

1016 

... 

... 

• •• 

8 

17 

1917 

... 

... 

• •• 

5 

7 

191S 

... 

... 

• •• 

3 

13 

1919 

••• 


• •• 

1 ) 

3 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 


43 . 


Nuiiiber of 
UiniHterM iii Ben- 
i^Al. 


Will the Government be pleased to state what decision, if any, has been 
arrived at regarding the number of Ministers to be appointed in Bengal under 
the Reforms Scheme ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ The question of the numter of Ministers to be appointed in Bengal 
has not yet been finally decided.’’ 


by the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


44 . 

Robi d e d t i a I (ff) Is it in the contemplation of Government to obtain sanction from the 
louios for offi- Government of India for a very large amount of money for the construction 
in Calcutta, residential houses for officials in Calcutta ? 


{h) Have the Government addressed any letter to the Government of 
India on the subject? 

(c) If so, will the Government be pleased to lay it on the table! 
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Answer by the Hen’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

■' (a) A project, estimated roughly to cost Its. 254 lakhs, to provide 
residential quarters in flats for Government officers whose headquarters are 
located in Calcutta, has been submitted to the Government of India for the 
• liministrative sanction of the Secretary of State. These residential build 
inirsVill be located on a portion of the vacant area lying to the \ve.st of Russa 
Hoad, North, and to the south of Circular Road. Proposals for utilising the 
remainder of the land are still under consideration. 

(b) Yes. 

{c) A copy of the letter to the Government of India relating to the resi- 
dential flats is laid on the library table.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

45 . • 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statenieni 
showing the names and emoluments of 

(i) officers holding dual posts under the Provincial and the Imperial 
Governments ; an<l 

(»V) officers holding more than one resiionsihle aiipointimml in seiiarale 
departments ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ The statement asked for is laid on the library table 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

46 . Vir.-( 

Will the Government be pleased to state when the Viee-Chancellor of the 
Dacca University is expected to join his jiost? Uuimth 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. 0 ’Malloy 

“ About November, 1920.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri;— 


Will the Government be pleased to state what progress has been made 
with r^ard to the formation of — 

(a) a medical faculty ; 

(5) an agricultural faculty; and 

(c) a department of Sanskrit studies, in connection with the Dacca 
University? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


[4th Ar oi-sf^ 


“ The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to unstarred question 
No. 41 at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on 1st July, 1020. That 
reply related to the faculties of medicine and agriculture, but is also applicable 
to the department of Sanskrit studies.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 


48 . 


Reclamation of 
the HwumpH in 
Sftintliia police' 
Htation in Rulina. 


Will the Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken to 
reclaim the swamps comprising about 50 villages situated within the juris- 
diction of the Sainthia police-station of the Pabna district? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ The necessity for the reclamation of these particular swamps has not 
hitherto, so far as can be ascertained, been brought to the notice of Govern- 
ment. No action has been taken for their reclamation.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri;— 


Promotion of 
oftici'rH in lower 
■ubordinate edu. 
cfttional Hcrvicc 
and outhido ^lado 
tiervioe. 


Is it a flict — 

(a) that there are no definite orders and rules of Government to con 
trol the awarding of promotfuns to officers in the lower subor- 
dinate educational service and the outside grade service; 

{h) that the prospects of more than two thousand officers of the above 
services, unlike those of the other two higher services in the 
Education Department, are shaped and controlled by the officers 
in charge ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

{a) The principles laid down in paragraph 8 of General Department 
resolution No. 1281, dated the ilOth March, 1897, on the reorganisation of 
the subordinate educational service, are followed in awarding promotions to 
officers in the lower subordinate educational service and outside the grades. 
A copy of paragraph 8 of the resolution referred to is laid on the table. 

{h) In these circumstances, the question does not arise.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty: — 

50 . 

Theft of fruits (a) Are the Government aware that thefts are often being committed of 
5urinff\TftiI^t*bv other edible articles during transit from one place to another in the 

rdi and Xamerl Eastern Bengal, East Indian and Assam-Bengal Railways and also on inland 
steamers ? 
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(6) If so, a^r© th© Gov©niin©iit considering th© desirability of asking the 
rail^’^y steamer companies to adopt stringent measures with a view to 
insuring the safe carriage and delivery of such articles? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ (a) The local Government has no information on this subject, whit^h 
concerns the internal administration of the railways and steamer services. 

(b) No. The subject is not one in which the Government of Bengal feel 
called on to interfere/’ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 

51. 

(!) Will the Government be jileased to state — 

(fi) the number of deaths each vear in the l^ogra Jail from January 
1010 to. April 1920; 

(h) the Tuimber of convicts and under-trial prisoners released in a 
iiKU'ihund condition during the same period; 

(r) (/) when and during whose incumtency as Superintendent of tlie 
Bogra Jail high mortality took place; 

(//) was any sj)ecial notice taken of the same by the Superin- 
tendent; 

(in) was it brought to the notice of the higher authorities; and 

(ir) if so, vNhen and ^^ith what results? 

(d) wlicther a non-oflicial visitor of the Bogra Jail noticed certain 
irregularities in the jail administration and noted them in tlie 
visitors’ books during the current year; 

( f) whetlier in consecjuenoe of such entry the Jail Superintendent made 
personal retiections against the non-official visitor, and also 
remarked that a non -official visitor bad no jurisdiction to make 
remarks in the visitors’ book regarding the irregularities in the 
jail; 

(/) (i) whether the attention of the Inspector-General of Prisons 
was drawn to the above facts; and 

(ii) if so, what were his findings? 

(f) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table — 

(a) the remarks of the non -official visitor referred to in clause (d) 

above ; 

(b) the counter remarks of the Jail Superintendent, and 

(c) the findings of the Inspector-Geneml of Prisons, if any? 

{^) (a) Is it a fact that the non-official visitor petitioned th© Gov^n- 
ment regarding the remarks of the Superintendent against 
him? 

(6) If so, what were his grievances and how were they dealt with 
by Government! 


Hug. A J 

i 
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Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

(a) and (ft) The figures are given below; — 


Year. 

1910 




Number of 
deaths. 

1 

1911 


• •• 


2 

1912 




1 

1913 




2 

1914 




1 

1915 



... 

5 

1910 


• •• 


2 

1917 


• •• 


3 

1918 

• # • 



10 

1919 

• •• 


... 

14 

1920 up to April 

• •• 

... 

... 

3 

Yeah 

1910 to 1917 



• 

Numl>er of prisoners 
released in a dyiiij; 
condition. 

Nil 

1918 


• . , 

... 

2 

1919 

a »• 

• •• 

... 

7 

1920 up to April 

««• 



Nil 


(c) (?), (m), (m) and (iv) The mortality rose in the years 1918 and 1919, 
when the Civil Assistant Surgeon, Dr. Lalit Mohan Roy, was in charge of 
the jail. The mortality was due to successive outbreaks of iniluenza, which 
were aggravated by the overcrowded condition of the jail. 'I'he Superin- 
tendent of the jail took all measures that were jxissible and gave extra diet 
to keep the prisoners in a healthy condition. He submitted reports to his 
official superiors and in (Consequence an extra undertrial ward was erected to 
relieve the overcrowding. 

{d) Yes. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The Inspector-General of Prisons, in the course of his inspection, 
inquired into these facts and found that the non-official visitor was justified 
in his remarks and censured the Superintendent of the jail. 

(f) The remarks and counter-remarks were recorded in the jail inspec- 
tion book, the entries in which are for the use of the jail authorities and arc 
not intended for publication. Government do not, therefore, propose to lay 
extracts on the table. 

(3) (a) Yes. 

(ft) As the non-official visitor was appointed by the Commissioner his 
petition was sent to the Commissioner for dispo.sa1. As stated above, the 
Inspector-General of Pri.sons inquired into the facts and passed orders. The 
officer concerned was transferreil from the jail charge.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty: — 

52. 

Deteriorttion of (a) Are the Government aware that the rivers and khals in the districts 
in'^the D** **'*d Dacca and Mymensingh are fast deteriorating and thereby causing incon- 
%ia«niiDgh^r venience and hardship to the public in the matter of sanitation, agriculture, 
imti. internal trade and communication? 
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(b) Having regard to the necessity of keeping the rivers and /rAals in tlie 
districts of Dacca and Mymensingh navigable throughout the year, are the 
(government considering the desirability of establishing a waterways division 
at Dacca with an expert river engineer at its head ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

“ (a) Government are aware that, owing to natural causes, navigation 
facilities in the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh have l>een impaired, 
(government is, however, advised that this state of affairs is not of recent 
growth. Inconvenience in such areas in the matter of sanitation, agricub 
hire, internal trade and communications naturally follow any changes for 
the worse in the condition of rivers and k/tals, but sucli changes as have 
occurred have been very gradual. 

(b) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer given to his unstarred 
question No. 36 at the meeting of this Council on the 1st duly, 1920, and to 
the answer given to unstarred question No. 28, asked by the Hoirble Rai Sri 
Nath Ray Bahadur at the meeting of this Council of the 12th August. 19Dk 
it is the intention of Government to establish a <livision of the Irrigation 
branch of the Public Works Dejiartment at Dacca as soon as circumstances 
permit.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 

53. 

(a) Ari^ the Governimnit awarci that owing to an unusual rush, o^ercro^ 
a pasHimger w^as on the 13th June last cruslicd to death in on(> of tlu^ (rrry on 
Steamers that ply daily betwcum Burra Bazar Ghat and Shihtohi ^ iteaimm. 

[h) Will tiit^ Government b<5 plcas(*d to lay ou the table a siat(‘ment 
slio wing — 

(0 th(‘ nunibor of passeng('rs each ferry steamer is liccuisod lorarry. 

and 

(n) the numher actually carri(id in each trip from Burra l>azar to 
Shibtola between 4 r,M. and 7 r.M. during the lirst week of 
June ? 

(c) Are the Government aware that the number of passengtu’s who 
travel ill these ferry steamers, especially in tlio afternoon, greatly exceeds 
the limit allowed in the license ? 

(d) Will the Government pleased to state what supervision is exer- 
cised by the authorities at the jetties on the occasion of tln^ landing and 
bojirding of passengers ? 

{e) Are the Government aware tliat the rush at the tirni^ of getting into 
and out of ferry steamers is so great that accidents have ocmirred and Mie 
supervision of the police is not satisfactory ? 

(/) Will the Government he pleased to state what steps they an; taking 
to minimise chances of accidents and to jirevent overcrowding ^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) No passenger has been crushed to death at any time on any of the 
Port Commissioners’ ferry steamers. On the 13th June a Madrasi p^sen- 
gercame on board at Burra Bazar during the afternoon was taken ill and 
put on shore in a dying condition at Kuti Ghat where he soon afterwards 
expired. The police report shows that, the death was due to sunstroke. 

6 A 
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(&) (i) The four largel* steamers running are licensed to carry Soo 
passengers each and the four smaller ones 265 each. 

(u) The number of passengers carried on each trip between Burra Bazar 
and Shibtola between the hours named during the first week of June k 
approximately as follo)^: — 


P.M 

lat June 
1920. 

4-45 

53 

6-40 

46 

6-55 

57 

7-16 . 

32 


187 


2nd lune 
1920. 

8rd June 
1920. 

48 

55 

34 

53 

45 

44 

48 

41 

175 

193 


4th June 
1920. 

.*>th June 
1920. 

41 

58 

48 

47 

54 

36 

31 

33 

174 

174 


0th Jun« 
1920. 

7th Ji 

1920 

114 

44 

104 

58 

84 

63 

114 

42 

416 

207 


The figures do not include the number of passengers who get off at inter> 
mediate stations, details of which cannot be given. 

(c) The number of passengers carried during the busy hours approxi- 
mates closely to the number which the boats aVe licensed to carry. During 
other hours of the day the number is appreciably loss. 

(d) The traffic is controlled by ghat serangs and River Police, but tlir 
freedom of passengers is not restricte(r more than is absolutely necessary. 

(e) During the busy hours of the day there is some congestion at certain 
ghats, but accidents are of rare occurrence. InterfereTK^e by the polic e is not 
often required. 

(/) The existing arrangements are considered sufficient.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahandra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

54 . 

P*y of district Will the Government be pleased to state-- 

Qungos. 

(a) whether they are considering the desira!)ility of taking steps to 

increase the pay of district kanurigos as was done in the case 
of the sub-deputy collectors; and 

(b) whether they have received any memorial from the district ka- 

nungos of Bengal ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a) The pay of kanungos was substantially increased in the year 1914. 
The district kanungo service, which foriherly consisted of two grades, viz., 
Rs 50 and Rs. 75, Was reorganised in that year; and a time scale of 
pay of Rs. 60 per mensetn, rising to Rs. 120 per mensem by quadrennial incre- 
ments of Rs. 10, was introduced. Moreover, kanungos were formerly 
allowed to draw travelling allowance only when the distance travelled e.xceeded 
15 miles a day. Since 1913 they have been allowed traviriling 
allowance under the ordinary rules of the Civil Service Regulations. Conse- 
quently it is unlikely that any further concessions will be granted to these 
officers 

(/)) Two memorials have lately been received from the district kanungos 
of Rajshahi and Pabna. They are under examination.” 
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By the Htii*ble Babii Akhil Chandra Dattat— 

55. 

Is it a fact — 

. (d) that the Member of the Board of Kevenue is also the Honorary 

Chairman of the Calcutta Port Trust; 

(6) that it has now been proposed to appoint a wholetime paid Chair- 
man for the Trust; 

(c) that the work of the Member of the Board of Revenue will be 
considerably reduced — 

(t) on account of the proposed appointment of a wholetime 
Chairman of the Trust ; and 

(ii) on account of the appointment of Ministers under the 
Reform Scheme? 


Answer by the Hon’ble MK McAlpin: — 

“ (a) Yes. 
ib) Yes. 

(r) (i) No. The work now done by the Member of the Boarrl of Revenue 
will be reduced to some extent when he is relieved of the Cdiairmanship of 
the Port Trust, but he will thereby be freed to devote a more adecjuate amount 
of time to touring and inspection of Government and Court of Wards' 
estates. 

(u) No.’’ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur:— 

56. 

(a) Will the Government be jileased to state whether in the Government 
Daripin estate No. 1849, Kidderpore, in the under-noted holdings amongst 
others the increase in the present rent as noted l)elow has been demanded and 
also in some cases amongst others realised : — 


Government Daripin Estate 

1^40^ Kidderpore. 

Holding No. 

Present rent. 

Knliancwl rent dcrnandc 1 


Rs. A. P. 

R«. A. P. 

1 

5 10 0 

lie H 0 

5 

13 8 6 

200 0 0 

14 

16 8 6 

1K6 6 A 

29 

14 8 

47 A 6 

30 

14 8 

62 4 7 

Holding Mo. 

Present rent. 

Bnbanced rent remlitcd 


Kb. a, p. 

llH. A. P. 

10 

15 15 0 

150 2 9 

19 

2 10 9 

20 1.1 4 

22 

14 6 0 

124 12 6 


•(fc) Is it ia fact that back rent has l>een recovered at the enhanced rate 
from the date of determination of the tenancy, i.f,, for the last 10 or 12 years? 

(c) Is it a fact that ejectment suits have been instituted against a large 
number of tenants, who are mostly old tenants of over 60 years standing, 
from generation to generation, and who have most valuable buildings thereon? 

(d) (i) Is the Calcutta Rent Act applicable to such cases? 

\ii) If not, will the Government be pl^d to state on what grounds 
they were excluded from the operation of the said Act ? 
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ie) Having regard to the spirit and object of the Rent Act to protect the 
tenants from an exhorbitant increase of rent, and having regard to the fact 
that in most cases the enhancement has been from over 500 to over 2,000 per 
cent. , are the Government considering the desirability of investigating the 
question of enhancement of rents in Government Daripin estates, with a 
view to redress the grievances of the tenants ? 


« 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a) Yes, save that in the case of holding No. 1, the enhanced rent 
demanded is Its. 166-]iP-4 and not Rs. 116-8; in the case of holding No. IHO, 
the rent demanded is Rs. 62-4-8 and not Rs. 62-4-7 ; and in the case of holding 
No. 22 the rent demanded is Rs. 124-12-8 and not Rs. 124-12-6, which rent 
is the rent for holdings Nos. 22 and 23 and not for holding No. 22 only. The 
present rent of holding No. 23 is Rs. 26-14. 

(6) Yes. No rent has been recovered from the tenants since the issue 
of a notice dated the 11th Aswin, 1314 (B.S.), determining their tenancies, 
as the acceptance of rent would constitute waiver of the notice. Conse- 
quently when a settlement is reached the back rent is recovered. 

(c) Yes, 20 suits in all have been instituted since 1911, viz., 8 in 1911 
and 12 imlOlf). Of the 8 suits of 1911, 7 have been comj)romised and a decree 
has been obtained in the other case. The remaining cases are pending. One 
more suit remains to be instituted. None of the tenants have paid rents since 
the end of 1314. 

,(rf) (i) No. 

(ii) The Calcutta Rent Act does not apply to ground rents such as these. 
That Act applies to rents of ‘ premises.’ 

(c) No. The last settlement of rent expired on the 31st March, 1891, 
and the present state of affairs has been brought about by the refusal of the 
tenants to consent since that time to the payment of enhanced rent. One of 
the terms on which Government has settled cases in the past has been the 
fixing of the rent at the rate of 2^ per cent, on the ])resent value of the land 
for 30 years' leases. Such a demand is much below that realised by the owners 
of adjoining properties, and Government is satisfied that the tenants of Dari- 
pin have no real grievances to redress.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty;— 

57. 

Will the Governmnet be pleased to state — 

{a} what experimental works have been done in the Dacca Agricultural 
Farm during the last three years and with what results; 

(b) whether there is any rule for making practical demonstrations to 

the cultivators of the results of any research made in the Dacca 
Agricultural Farm; and 

(c) whether it is possible to make demonstration of agricultural 

‘ improvements to the cultivators by arranging for periodical 
visits into the interior by officers of the Agricultural Department ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

% 

“ U) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the following annual reports 
of the Bengal Agricultural Department which contain an account of the 
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experimental work done at the Dacca Agricultural I' arm during the last throe 
' years and of the results thereof : — 

(1) Annual Reports of expert officers for the year ending 30th June, 
1917; 

(£) (i) Report of the Agricultural Department, Bengal, for the year 
. 1917-18; 

(ii) Annual Reports of the expert officers for the year 1917-18; 
(S) Report of the operations of the Department of Agriculture for the 
year 1918-19. 

(b) and (c) It is the general policy, and in fact the main object of the 
Agricultural Department, to demonstrate to cultivators the result of research 
work at the central research stations. The methods by which this 
object is attainable will be found deacril)ed in (lovernment resolution 
No 631 T.R., dated the 7th June, 1919, which was published in tU' Cnfriitta 
Gazette of the 11th idem and of which a copy is laid on the table. 'I hey may 

be briefly summarised as follows: — 

(1) the establishment of a demonstration and .seed farm in each (listrict 
for the dual purjiose of adjusting the results of .scientific 
investigation at the Dacca and Chinsiira AgricuUiiral Karnis 
to local conditions and of taking up the study of purely local 
problems ; , 

(S) the establishment of seed-stores for the sale of iiui)roved .agricul- 
tural appliances, improved .seeds, fertili.sers or lusecticidas. 

. . - 1,1 
(■]) the formation of agricultural as.sociatious of practical ag"eu 

turists for small areas for the purposes of testing and a( pidica- 
ting on improvements suggested by the Agruailtural Depart- 
ment. of discaissing their .successes and failures with 
each other and of bringing to the notice of the ollicers of that 

Department their needs and wishes; and 

(I) the advertisement or demonstration locally of the re.sults obtainei 
^ ^ at the Dacca and C’hinsura Agricultural l arins or at the dis- 
trict demonstration and seed farms, and the assi.stance, bv 
advice, of small agricultural associations through 
demon.strators. Kach demonstrator is m ? j' * / ' 

circle, such as the area of a ]M.lice-station. and works ' r du 
supervision of the di-strict and other agricultural oflueis. 
Ultimately a demonstrator will !«• appointed for each iiolice- 
station in Bengal. 

The district agricultural officers and rralfgin^ 

whole of their time on tour, demonstrating unproved methods and arranging 

for the siip[)ly of improved seeds, fertilisers, etc. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty; 

^ * ko T^lpnscd to state the total 'luarititv of jute D«t 

bT'thrAgrJtnral during the 

%kr«theGo«rnr„rn»„.r.^.UhO 
were of very inferior quality and that tney lu 

height g, pl^d to .Ute the rea^oe tor the .tooted 

growth of these jute plants ? 
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Aniwer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a) 2,070 maunds were sold. 

(6) No. Partly as an effect of hail and partly also, possibly, on account 
of drought, premature flowering of all kinds of jute, departmental as 
well as that grown from local seed, took place in certain areas. But 
the crop grown from departmental seed matures later, and therefore flowers 
later, than any other known race of jute. The local races flowered earlier 
and more freely than departmental ’jute. The Hon’ble Member may obtain 
ocular demonstration of this fact at the Dacca Farm. 

(c) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer to (b).” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

59. 

Petition of O') Are the Government aware of a petition, dated the 5th May lart, 
Kriiiiiia Moimn addressed to the Chairman, Calcutta T’ort Trust, by Krishna Mohan Banerjee, 
B*uerjee to amir- (.Jerk, Store Department, who was compelled to res^n as a sequel 
Port Trust.*^ to a criminal case brought by him against Mr. Cornell, officiating Superin- 
tendent of Machinery, on a charge of assault ? 

(b) If so, what action has been taken thereon and upon what inquiry, 
if any? 

(r) "Will the Government be j)]eased to state the circumstances of the 
said case and the findings of the trying Magistrate ? 

(d) Is it a fact — 

(i) that Mr. Cornell was merely given the benefit of the doubt, and 

that all the expenses incurred by him were borne bv the Port 
Trust; 

(ii) that Babu A. T. Mukerjee, a clerk of the Store Department, who 

gave evidence in favour of Babu K. M. Banerjee, w'as removed 
from service for absence from office for 5 days owing to ill- 
health, though he forwarded a medical certificate; and 

(Hi) that Babu K. M. Banerjee’s services extended over 6 years, and, 
if so, has any bonus been granted to him? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (a) The answer is in the affirmative. Tlie statement that Babu 
Krishna Mohan Banerjee was compelled to resign is not correct. 

(b) No action has been taken. It is a disciplinary matter with whidi 
the Port Commissioners are competent to deal. 

(r) A statement summarising the case is laid on the library table. 

(d) (i) Hon'ble Member is referred to, the statement furnished in answer 
to (c). 

(ii) Yes. Babu A. T. Mukerjee voluntarily resigned his appointment. 

(tii) No bonus was given to Babu Krishna Mohan Banerjee, as none was 
due.’^ 
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j()20.] Questtons and ^4«.<tcers 

By the Hen’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:- 

60 . 

(ft) Is it a fact that in a number of oases of death and suicide that have jv«tii 
recently come up before the Coroner’s Court in Calcutta, evidence has dis- >i 

closed acute privation or starvation to be among the causes of such death or 
suicide T 

(h) If so, will the Governraent be pleased to make a statement, month by 
month, since January last, giving })articulars of each such case? 


Answer by the Hoii’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ {a) In two cases only out of 180 inquests held since January last in 
the Coroner’s Court, Calcutta^ has the evidence disclosed privation to be 
among the causes of death or suicide. 

(6) Particulars of these two cases are given below: — 

(1) Inquest No. 139 of 1920 . — Monorama Dasi, a Hindu girl aged 

about 17 years. Her husband had been out of employment for 
more than a month and they were living on Rs. If) "a montli 
realised by letting out a portion of the house. On the 15(h June 
last they had no food to eat and on the IBtli June she coni' 
mitted suicide by taking opium. 

(2) Inquest No. 160 of 1920. — The deceased Surodhani Dasi, a Hindu 

widow aged about 40 years, had been out of work for some time 
On the 8th July she took opium and died the next day." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

61 . 

Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing the ’ 

quantity of Burma rice so far allotted to each distrid, the wholesale rates at 
which it is or will be available at the headquarters thereof, and the natun* of 
the arrangements for its sale at .such headquarters and in the interior of eac'li 
di.strict? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

“ A statement of the quantity of Ikinna rice so far sii{)|>]ied to ca(‘h 
district is placed on the table. Specific allotmehts of Burma rice arc not 
made for each district. Burma rice is imported to meet the total a.sccrtained 
demands of the various districts and is supjilied to each district to imxd 
specific demands received by the Director of Civil Supplies. As districts 
seldom take up Burma rice to the full extent of tlie e.stiniated demands, a 
large surplus is generally available (as at present) after sj)ecific dernandh 
have been met. 

No sin^e wholesale rate at district headquarters can l)e quoted, as many 
qualities of Burma rice are in use in Bengal di.stricts. A price-list for whole- 
^>ale in Calcutta is placed on the table. The wliolesalc price m the inutfasd 
may be found by adding to the sale-price in (hilcutta- 

As. p. 

(1) f. o. r, expenses at Calcutta per maund, approxi- 3 0 

mately 

(2) Handling expenses at destination, approximately 1 6 

(3) Profit on local sale, approximately ... 2 0 

(4) Commission to the distributing agent firms at 

Calcutta ... - ' I 8 

(5) Freight by rail or river 

The average freight may be put at 6 annas per maund. 


7 
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Burma rice is sold under arrangements made by the Director of Civil 
Supplies to Muffasil buyers nominated by local officers and to other approved 
agencies, who guarantee to the local officers to sell the rice locally, either 
under the instructions of the local officers or at a profit fixed by the local 
officers.” 


,Slateineni rejerrcd to hy the //oa’/i/e Mif. McAi.pin amwer to (Jfucstion No. Gl iumtan-r.l , 
asIcL'd by the lion hie HAiiti H(iASKNT)iiA Ciiandka Ray at the t'ouncil ineetiug oj -i Ji 
.luynst, 1920. .thowinij suiijdw.s oJ Jiiirma rice to various di.strict.s of Bengal. 

I' igurcs an- in tons. ; 
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I 


(I) UecordH oi#* not uhlHin.ihlc 

jnconstdomblt*. 

(IM w«<ic no (IcHpaiclirh troiu ('lui ta-'otig | 

(IM IlediiotjfMib foi such rnnciillat loiiK <if (^rdcisi 
ftgiiieN Tlic dltfciuncr n ould h* inu|>iirt o iblt 


I dosfmtflits frniii ('.iloiiii.t iMdoiTi 


I lor to March, I ti‘2(> 
lot vf not l)*‘f n I ciH 


I red 


lit** eii'l of Mav I'ti'n .'■'licit ficspaii hca a"* ctniicil w* * 
to the hitoctor of Civil Siipphca have iiol he*-i, landc fiom tin 


Ry (he Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: 


62 . 


1 ,\( I'hH Colloi 
ttoii t)| Ct)st It 
M y 111 c II s I M o li 
HClt leiiii'iit. 


{<!) l.s it a tact tlial (|iii(c a large siiiii, altoiit two and a half laklis oi 
titpet‘s collected in exce.ss ot the ttctiial cost ol setlloinent ojterations jii 
M\ men.sitigli, lots been Ivtiig idle tit the hands of ( iovenunent ? 

[li) If ,S(1, to wh.-it use do Co\erninent propose devoting this anioiint'f 

(r) Arc the (iovernnient awtire of an_\ exjire.s.sed desire of the local 
public regitrding the use of this iiioney? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: ~ 

” (a) No. On the contrary, about seven and a half lakhs of ruitees have 

been collected in defect of the actual net cost of the settlement operations in 
the district of M ynieusingh. 1'he broad faets are as follows: — 

The actual net cost of the settlement aperations in that district is 
iipproxiinately- 4(1 lakhs. In accordance, however, with the usual practice, 
arrangements were made for the recovery of three-fourths of the net cost, the 
remainder to be borne by the State. But approximately two and a half lakhs 
in excess of the actual three-fourths of J,he net cost were recovered. This has 
been automatically credited to the Government of India and goes to reduce 
that portion of the net cost, viz., about ten lakhs, which would otherwise be 
borne by thp State. This sum is not, therefore, at the disposal of this Gov- 
ernment; and the Government of India have passed general orders to this 
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effect. The accounts of the Myinensingh settlement operations have not yet 
t)eeii finally adjusted,, and therefore the above figures are only approximate. 
(b) In view of the answer to (a), the cpiestion dtn's not arise. 

(r) Yes; but in view of the answer to (a), the desire cannot be fulfilled." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: 

63. 

\\ ill the Government be pleased to make a statement ?vi;a!'<liiiL’ tiu' Ui t 
pre.seiit distress in the different distncth; of liengal, with special nd’ereiue to 
ilio.se areas that were visited by the cyclone in Sef)tember. 191 b, and tlie ii'lud ^ 
measures that have been adopted at different places'^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: 

“ The llon’ble Member is referred to (/) the answtn- to tlu‘ unstarred 
(jiH‘stion ]\’o. 09, regarding distress in Noakhali and Ti])pei’a. put b\ tlu* 
jloirble Babu Akliil (diandra Datla a"! this meeting. (//) the answm* t(> tlu‘ 
>^t;l^red question No. X, regarding destitution in Go|)algan|, put by tlu 
iloiTble liai Srinath Kay Bahadur, and (///) the answer to tin' unstarrtMi 
/|iic.siion No. 04, regarding scarcity and distr{‘ss in ditVincnt parts of the 
}i!'t‘^idciK‘y, put by the llorrblc Babu Bbabcndra Gliaudra lb*i\ at the Goinu'd 
iiic('ting of the 1st duly, 1920 It lias since been rc])orl(Ml by tlic District 
OfhciM’ tliat the situation in the Faridpui’ distrnl. which was visitiMi by tlu 
( \ clone in Sejitcmbcr last, is now (*asi(‘r, owing to tlu‘ fall in tlu* price of ru*c 
ind the advent of the autumn crop of rice 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 


64. 

Will the Government be olea.sed to state in wliat ar(‘as in the Dacca M'l'" 
Division and in the District of Dabna the ])rovision-, of tlu* SanitarN Drainage* 

-Act have been appl ed within the last 10 \ear^' UiMsmi, 

I’illtlUl *1 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ The firovisions of the Act have not he<*ti aoidied in an\ areas in the 
Dacca Division and the district of Bahna within ilie last tcni ytjars ' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: 

65 . 

(a) Are the Government aware of the great inconvenience eaused 
to j)asseDgers by the absence of any waiting room or shed at the Serajganj 
^^tation? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of taking 
^teps for the removal of this public grievance? 



Commtitaticii 
caiCB under tlio 
Bengal Tenancy 
Act 


KeviTtI of 
standard oloth 
and prevent stock 
of oloth. 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

" («) and (b) Government have no information on the subject, which is 
one which concerns the authorities of the Eastern Bei^al Railway, to whoir 
the Hon’ble Member is referred.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 


66 . 

Will the Government l)e [sleased to lay on the table a statement showing— 

(a) How many commutation cases under section 40 of the Benga 

Tenancy Act, 1885, were filed in the Court of the subdivision.!; 
officer (revenue officer) in Tamltik subdivision and befors 
settlement officers in the district of Midnapore in the years 
1918-19 and 1919-20; and 

(b) how many cases have been decided eor farted 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a) and {h) A statement is laid on the table. The figures for (b) ir 
the case of the settlement officer are not available without a special examina- 
tion of 4,525 cases disposed of in the years 1918-19 and 1919-20, whicl 
Government do not propose to undertake.” 


Statement rejcrird to hj the llonble Mn. McAlI'IN, in ansnier to question No. 6'f 
[unstar red) asked In/ the [lonbleWki Maiikndr.^ Cuanuua Mitka BAHAntii 
at the Council meeting of 4th August, 1920, showing numbers of commutv 
tion cases under .section 40 of the liengal Tenancy Act filed and decide<. 
ex |)ar(e in the Courts of the Subdivisional Officer of Tamlulc and tin 
Settlement Officer of Midnapore in the years 1918-19 and 1919-20. 


OKKICKH CONCERNED, 

Number of casks filed 

IN THE YEAR — j 

1 

Number of gases decided 

EX PARTE IN THE YEAR — 

1918-19. i 

1 

1919-20. 

1918-19. 

1 

1919-20. 

Subdivisional Officer, Tamluk 

i 

40 

23 

... 

4 

Settlement Officer, Midnapore 

B27 

31 

• •• 

••• 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

67 . 

(a) With reference to the statements made by Government in theii 
replies to certain public bodies, that the pre,^nt situation would not justm 
the revival of standard cloth and that the price of cloth is likely to fall, will 
the Government te pleased to state the circumstances that led them to enter- 
tain these views? 
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(b) Have the Government any information as to the present stock of cloth 
in l^ngal and as to whether any additional quantity is likely to he available 
in the near future? 

{c) If so, what is the nature of such information and how has it been 
(>l)tained ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

(a), (h) and (c) The i)roductioii of cotton gcxnls in India is now large 
and Indian mills are manufaciuring more than oO per cent of the ret|inre^ 
nients of the country. This is the main reason wliy it is \erv nndt‘siral>le to 
divert them toother channels at the present moment 

Bombay prices are at present twice jire-war prices, while J.ancashire 
pru'es are six times pre-war prices. Bombay prices at tlie present time are 
falling, while Calcutta prices of Lancashire g(XKls .ne now dO to jjer ct‘nt 
lower than Manchester prh‘cs The exciiangc position is against imports 
and, until an adjustment of prices is reached between Manclu'^sUT and 
Cal(‘utta, imports will not take place. It is not expected that pne(\s will rise 
unless the American cotton crop fails. 

There arc large stocks of j.>(hk1s of Indian manufactun* in (’alcntta, hut 
the stocks of Lancashire goods are hnv Large stocks manul’actured in Lanca- 
shire to the order of buyers in (Lina are likely to le sold oh against these 
Imvers very shortly, as they are unable to clear them 'fli’s should lower 
jtnces, and in fact Manchester jirices are tending to ease, it looks as if they 
must be forced dowm, as business is not being done at present prices Owing 
U) tlie financial position in Japan, manufai'tnrcrs ll‘(‘r(* have had to sell tlieir 
yarn cheap and are likely to iie forced to sell their manuractured goods at cheap 
tales in the near future. 

The above information is based upon the he.st iiKjniries which Govern- 
ment have been able to make as to the present state ami future probabilities 
of the market."' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri;— 

68 . 

Will the Government be pleased U) state wdiat j»rogress has l>een made sugar 
since Lil9 in the matter of encouraging sugar manufacture in Bengal, and fat-iurc 
how far the output of sugar has been increased thereby^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpIn:— 

“ Work on the actual manufacture of sugar has been in aljeyance siiu'e 
the deputation of Mr. Annett from the province. Good progreas is being 
made in the introduction of disease-proof canes of high yielding capacity 
suitable for the manufacture of aur; but, though the demand for theoe 
canes is great, their distribution nas not yet gone far enough to increase 
sensibly the total output of sugar. On the general question of sugar pro- 
duction in Bengal, the recommendations of the Indian Sugar Committee 
aie awaited.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Oatta:— 


DiKtroKii Id 
Noakhali ntid 

Tipfiera. 


Ls it a fact — 

{o) that there is acute distress in the districts of Noakhali 
Tippera; 

{h) that there have been several cases of death from staivation in tin 
district of Noakhali ? * 

(c) Will the (Government be pleased to make a full statement on tin 
subject? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin; — 

" (a) and (c) Acute distress does not prevail in the distric t of Noakhali 
or Tippera. Owing, however, to economic causes distress is being felt \)\ 
cerlajn classes of profile, niainly the very poor, i.n local areas in the Senbagli 
and llegarngan j jiolice-stations in the Sadar subdivision of the district of Noa- 
kh/iii. In Senbagh the pad(l\ crop was damaged by the vfrri pest and a 
floor crof) w'as harvested last year. The classes of fieofile aftccted are thos( 
defiendent on charily. landless labourers, who find no employment at this 
season, and a few small cmltivators who have disposed of tlieii' stocks The 
prosfiects oi the stajiding aus fiaddy and jute creeps are. Inovc'cr, good, anil 
it is liofied that the situation will inifirove with thc^ ha]‘^est!^g of the crops, 
whicli will begin in the middle oi August. Meanwhile, measures have been 
taken for the provision ol work tor able bodied per.'>ons on ihe removal of 
water-hyacinth, the grant of gratuitous relief in the sliape oi grain vloh's, 
grant ol agidcailtuiail loans to (‘ultivators and ati increased supfiK of Burma 
rice at controlled prices. 

(h) No 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

70. 

mmoHation of Haviim regard to the fact that the Dacca University Act provides for 
iuioiu s* of irt!v nails, will the Cicwernmeiit be pleased U) state wduit provision tlicv 

(1 teaciiin/^ iio- f)iopo,se to make for the residential accommodation of students of the law 

rtinontH of tii. niicl toacdiiiig departments of the University? 
icca Univorsif \ . 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ It is not a f*ct that the Dacca University Act provides for only three 
halls, for section 32 lays dowm that the halls of the University shall be the 
Dacc.T Hall, the Muhammadan Hall, the Jagannath Hall arid such other 
halls as may Ire prescribed by the statutes. The first .statutes of the Uni- 
versity contained in the schedule of the Act do not provide for any halls 
in .addition to the Dacca, Muhammadan and Jagannath Halls, but further 
statutes can be made under section 27 of the Act after the University is 
established. 

Government do not contemplate taking into consideration the making 
of special provision for the residential accommodation of students of the 
law and teaching departments prior to the establishment of the University.” 



j ^ Quesiionsi and 7S9 

.y the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— 

71. 

W ill the (lovernuieut he pleased to state the reason wliy the new posts snUmiiuuU' 
n-]fed in the subordinate educational service in connection with the sclieine .Huoutuumi V 
the improvement of secondary education were made available for (dhccrs vko 
^{.( tliave no connection with secondary education, r.j/., lecturers, demoiistra 
ni^. foreman mecdianics. physical lahoratorx assistants, etc'^ 


answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

■ I'he reason that the new posts in tlie snlun’dinalt* edin ational servicv 
ere not confined to officers connected with secondary education is as 

nlloW’S : — 

T])p ))r()motion to the subordinate educational se’’\ icc of sc- ondar\ school 
f-tchers who were drawun^- low rates of pa\ (oiihl !ia\e Iummi ^‘‘cioaci b\ plac- 
[i^ of the new appointments in the h^west i^radc^ of ilu* s(‘* \ ice T he 

.1.1 lipo of the service would.how'ever have been impaired by such a iiMMsiu’e, 
iiid the pros[)ects of teacluM-s of secondarx s« hn(»ls aheadx f>ciom;m^' to the 
ahordinate educational service would ha\t‘ betai injnrtai as wtdl as tliosi* o| 
it' (CIS not beloni>in^ to secondai*\ schools In otdci lo a\oid tins, tin* new 
ii'sts were distiibiited amonjj^ the dilVcient e;iad('s ami mcidcntiillv thei>‘ 
ore, oflicei’s not c‘onnected wdth (loverninent sec(»mla!x ('dmaatioii shared 
n the bcmefits of the scheme 


3y the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur: 


72. 

(a) With .efemicr t.. tlio t.. thr limO.lr Haln. imi^ 

\ml)ika (diaran Majunidarhs (juestioii asked at lh(‘ mcidiim oi ( oiincil held ; 

• 1 I / .4.. 


lh(* iMst dannarx. Ihlh. in wlin h it was 


stated h\ (ioxaa nmcnl that t In^ 


'•IiOoIh 


lm}H‘!ial recurrmi^ grant oi h lakhs <*l rupees had heem made i.a the !T!i[)|oM 
iient iif the traiinng and pax of teachers in primal x ami ser.mdarx schools 
II tlie BeiiLml Presidencv, and that reromiiHaida t ions had hciai made tor 
ni proving Government high sdiools at aiic-timated c(vst ol a itt ( oui 
hree lakhs, will the Government he pleased t<i state xxlia w(T( -u 
ecommendations ? 

(//) Is it a fact that the teachers of (ioxernmciit high s. hoob have not 
lerived tliat amount of henelit which tlaw could haxe. it the monex had Iwum 
-[lent exclusively for the pur[)ose lor whi<*h it wa- meant 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) Government’s recommendations were 

(7) that 30 posts should be to the p.-nmnal -(hu ati(.n..l ser 

vice to provide for tlie aiipointiiient oi all head lu.iMei' oi high 
schools to that service. 

(^1 that 210 posts should l.e added to the subordinate educational ser 
' vice to>rovide for the appointment to that serM. e of all Kug- 
lish and classical teachers in hioh schools, uho were c,ther in 
the lower subordinate educational service or oiit^ .-de the grades 
of the educational service; 

(5) that a new ‘ Vernacular Teacher s Service ’consisting of 150 
posts in Government high s<hools on Rs. 30- 1 o.. shoii.d be 
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created, which should include all other teachers (except those 
mentioned above), who were either in the lower subordinate; 
educational service or outside the grades; 

(4) that a new service called the ‘ Clerical Service/ and consisting of 

40 posts should be created on Rs. 30 — 1 — 50 to pn»vide for 
clerks in all Government high schools, and to replace ihe exist- 
ing posts of clerks in the subordinate educational service, knver 
subordinate educational service and outside the grades: ♦xnd 

(5) that 40 librarians’ alloV^ances on Rs. 20 a month each should be 

created for Government high schools. 

(h) The Hon*ble Member is referred to the answer to question No. 7l 
(unstarred)/* 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:-- 


73 . 


Williholding of 
:he reorgatuHE- 
;ion of tlie 
mbordinate edu- 
cational acrvice 
sanding Uio ap- 
[)ointriient of 
Hinibler. 


Is it a fact that Government intend holding back the reorganisation oi 
the subordinate educational service till the Minister takes over charge of 
education? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


‘‘ As stated in the reply to unstarred question No. 71, it is proposed tc 
appoint a committee of officials and non-officials to advise Government on ihe 
subject. Their recommendations will be laid before the Minister in charge 
of education.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

74 . 

Reorganization {a) In reply to a oiiestion asked by the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishoi 

IndTower^*(M]uoa Cliaudhiiri in the llengal Legislative Council of 3rd September, 1920, 

lionarrerviccs.^^^ about the reorganisation of the subordinate and lower subordinate educatioiia 
services, the Hon’ble Mr. Goode stated that ” the general principles on whicl 
reorganisation should proceed are, however, being worked out.^’ 

(6) Will the Government be pleased to state whether these principles 
have yet been worked out and, if so, whnt they are ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (a) and (&) The general principles have not yet been worked out. B 
is proposed to appoint a committee of officials and non-officials to advis( 
Government on the question of reorganising these two services.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta:— 

76 . 

study of Are the Government considering the desirability of encouraging tb( 

syayn philo- Qf ^yaya philosophy and of creating a post in the provincial educa 

tional service for fiyaya in the Calcutta Sanskrit College? 
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tswer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley: — 


“ ProTision has already been made for the study of Nyaya Philosophy 
the Sanskrit College, there lieing two lecturers in th^ subject. The reply 
the latter part of the question is in the negative.” 


^ the Hon’bie Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

76. 

Will the Government be pleased to state why the vacancy in class I of 
e subordinate educational service caused by the death of Babu Ram Chandra 
puty keeper, Government Art Gallery, is not being filled iij) by general pro- 
)tion, but is being held by an officer of class V under an officiating arrango- 
.mt? 


iswer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ The post of deputy keeper. Government Art Gallery, has been filled by 
e aj)pointment of an officer in class II, and as this officer was ])laced on denu 
tion in the Bengal Engineering College, a sub. j>ro tejii. arrangement lias 
en made in his place by the appointment of a court cleik in the Art section 
the Indian Museum, who is in class V of the subordinate educational 
[•vice. It is projiosed that this arrangement should Ih' T'econsidered when 
r Percy Brown, Principal of the Government School of Art, returns from 
ive ” 


f the Hon’bie Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy: — 

% 

77. 

(ft) lljis the attention of the (lovernineiil I)(‘en dniwn to the fa(‘t that 
t* present arrangements for board at the Hastings House School are objee- 
>Ji;d)le from the point of view of Muljammadan religion? 

(h) If so, are the (jovernment considering tlie desirability ol taking 
^ps to remove the grievance of Muhammadan boarders? 


nswer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) and (b) It has been suggested to (iovernment that the f»o])ulariiy 
the school might be increased if sjiecial arrangements were made lor ortlio- 
x boys, both Muhammadan and Hindu. I'he (juestion of introducing a 
stem of orthodox messing for boys of both religions has accordingly been 
ferred to the Governing Body for consideration ami advice. 


V the Hon’bie Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

78 . 

{o) Will the Government be pleased to state how the new* posts created 
the subordinate educational service under Government order No. 130, 
^ted the 15th June, 1918, in connection with the improvement of Govern- 
ent secondary schools for girls were filled up ? 
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(h) Is it a fact that these posts were filled up only bv teachers in second- 
ary schools for ^rls and were not made available for aft officers in the sub- 
ordinate educational service according to seniority ? 

{c) If so, why wve the new posts, created in the subordinate educational 
service in connection with the improvement of the secondary educational 
scheme, made available for all officers in the subordinate educational service, 
whether they had any connection with secondary education or not? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ {(i) All teachers in Government secondary schools for girls, who were 
previously in the lower subordinate educational service or outside the grades 
on a lower rate of f)ay, were promoted to the subordinate educational service 
or vernacular teachers’ service. The higher grade posts in the subordinate 
educational service were filled uj) by the pi*omotion of oflicers already in tlie 
subordinate educational service. 

{h) The answ^er is in the negative. 

(c) The Hon’hle Member is referrerl to the reply to question No 71 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


Function* of 
be Hpecial ofHccr 
'or Uacca Cni- 
'ersity. 


79 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

{a) what are the exact functions of the special officer for the Dacca 
University ; 

{h) wdiether the specdal officer has been authorised — 

(/) to apf)ro|)riate finally the j)resent buildings and settle 
f. the site and place of new buildings to be constructed 

for the University ; 

(?V) to make appointments or nomimitions for ap])ointineiit 
to any |>ost in the teaching or ministerial stafi’ of the 
Dacca tlnivei’sity, or to receive applications for such 
posts ; and 

(m) to draft regulations and ordinances for the Dacca 
University ? 

(r) If the answau' to the foregoing question be in the affirmative, will 
tlie Government be pleased to state why this responsible work 
has been entrusted to a single officer instead of to a committee 
of competent educationists and public men? 

(d) (/) Has any of the duties mentioned in the above (juestion been 

enti’usted to any gentlemen other than the special officer ? 

(ii) If so, have their services in this connection been remunerated? 

(e) If any orders have been ])assed for specially remunerating such 

services, will the Government be pleased to state what are the 
special qualifications of the gentlemen remunerated for the work 
entrusted to them and wdiat is the basis on wdhch the rate of 
their remuneration has been fixed? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O'Malley:— 

The Hon’ble Member is referred to the reply given to stan^ed question 
No. 16 at the meeting of the Legislative Council held on 1st July, 1920, and 
to the replies given at this meeting to unstarred questions No. 27 and 
No. 28.” ' _ 
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By the Han’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

80 . 

(fl) Will the Government be pleased to make a statement showing 
the number of accidents caused to people by (/) pritate motor cars, and 
(i7) taxi cabs, in Calcutta since January, 1919, month by month, showing 
in hnw many such instances during each period the cases terminated fatally, 
ind in how many instances drivers were found guilty of rash and negligent 
driving and the respective punishments ajvarded to the drivers in each case? 

(b) What special measures, if any. ai'e Government contemplating to 
take for checking this evil? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

'' {a) A statement is laid on the library table 

(b) The increase in the number of accidents is largely due to the increase 
in the number of motor cars on the str’eets and the general growing conij)le\ity 
af the traffic problem in Calcutta. An endeavour is heiirg made t() i*ope witli 
[his by an increase and improvement in the tr'ailic police Grvater 
xaitrol is being obtained ovei’ puhlu' vehicles through the ruhhc \'(‘hicles 
Department, which has recently been started in the Gommissionei’ of Ihdice’s 
office. The regulations regai*ding motor traffic ar’e being revised and brought 
aiore into accord with those in force in London, wlule a stricter examination 
is now made as to the fitness of apjilicants to hold licenses to drive motor 
tehicles in the public stroets. ddie iinpr'ovemmit must b(' gi’adnal, but 
’loverninent 'trust that if the public sn])port the eflorls oi the Commissioner 
.)f Police to provide more ade(]iiate measures for* public* safety, that a consider* 
ihle numlier of the danger's in the street will be eliminated ” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur: — 

81 . 

{(i) With I'efererice to the statement made bv the lion hl(‘ Sir* S P. Sinlia 
(now Lord Sinha) in the Bengal Legislative CouikiI meeting held "ii the 
2()th November, 1917, that an riupiir’\ would he made into the (piestion c»f the 
reor’ganization of the subordinate educational servic'c* and the lo\vt*r suhordi- 
[late educational service as soon as possible alter the pav of tie* proviuc'ial 
educational service and the grades thereof had been fixed, will the (iovern- 
ment be pleased to state- - 

(?) how long the cases of the subordinate educ'ational scrvicv and the 
lower subordinate educational service will be deterred, and 
(ii) in what wav and to what extent the improvement of the subordinate 
educational service and lower sulM)rdinate educational servic'e 
is subservient to that of the jiroviiicial educational service. 

(1) Is it a fact — 

(i) that when the Bengal educational service was first divided into 

the provincial and subordinate educational sersices duriiig Mr. 
Martin’s incumtenev, the initial pay of the former service wa« 
Rs. 150 and that of the latter Ks. 50; 

(ii) that the initial pay of the provincial educational service was next 

raised to Rs. 200; 

(Hi) that it is now to be raised to Rs 250 ; 

(it) that there has been no improvement in the subordinate educational 
' service since its creation ; 
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(p) that there has been a decrease in the average pay of the subord 
nate educational service, on account of a number of appoiu 
ments in the higher grades of that service being replaced } 
appointments in the lower grades, as admitted by the Direct 
of Public Instruction in the last quinquennial report, while r 
such depreciation was allowed in the provincial education; 
service; and 

(vi) that there has been a further depreciation iri the average pav ( 
the subordinate educational service on account of its having 
to absorb many officers from outside the grade by the recei 
circular of the Director of Public Instruction? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mt. O’Malley: — 

(a) (i) As stated in the replies to unstarred questions Nos. 73 and 7^ 
it is pro[)osed to apj)oint a committee of officials and non-officials to advi.« 
Government on the question of reorganizing the subordinate educational sei 
vice and to lay their recommendations before the Minister in charge c 
education. “ 

(ii) As stated by Lord Sinha at the meeting of the Council referred to i 
clause (a) (i), the pay of the provincial educational service ami the grade 
thereof have to be fixed before the pay and grades of the lower services ca 
be fixed. 

(b) (i), (ii) and (m) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(iv) There has not been any change in the rates of pay fixed for th 
various grjides of the subordinate educational service, but in IfiOf) an increas 
was made in the number of ap|)ointments in the higher grades with the objec 
of im[)roving the ])rosj)ects of deputy and additional dejiuty inspectors c 
schools, head masters of zilla and high sidiools, and lecturers of colleges, am 
a modified scale was introduced. 

(r) The average pay has decreased, but not for the reasons suggested ii 
the question. The quinquennial report says: ‘ Owing to the financial strin 
gency which has obtained since the war began, the posts cre;ited in the cours 
of the last three years were fixed to meet actual requirements. This has lei 
to a depreciation in the average pay of the service.’ 

It is not a fact that the average value of a provincial educational .servici 
post has not decreased: it has fallen to Rs. 300 from Rs. 323. 

(ri) The answer is in the negative.” 


By the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri;— 

82 . 

(7) Is it a fact — 

(a) that several centres were started by Government in Tangail for 

giving medical relief in krin-azar cases; and 

(b) that these centres have recently been discontinued, and, if so, why i 

(S) Has there been any appreciable decline in the number of kala-azar 
cases, recently, in Tangail? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

” (1) (a) and (b) No centres have been opened by Government for the 
treatment ©f kala-azar. The Deputy Sanitary Commissioner in charge of 
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Jie special inqui^ into ka/a-azar instructed the local medical officers at each 
jjspensary visited by him in the technique of the special treatment of the 
lisease now advocated by the best authorities. The District Board of M^unen- 
lingh agreed to depute two medical officers for six months to open two centres 
or the treatment of kala-czar , but actually only one officer took up the work 
ind he appears to have been recalled at the end of six months. The reason 
or •this IS not known. 

The figures of admission for kahi-aznr at the dispensaries are not 
♦onclusive, as many persons suffering from the disease never \isit a dispen- 
;ary. Government cannot, therefore, exj)ress an opinion on the question.’* 


3y the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

83 . 

(a) Is it a fact that a scheme for the appropriation of the present build - 
iigs at Dacca and the construction of new Imildings for the University has 
:)een finally approved and commenced, and. if so, u|)on what advice was this 
Jone, and was any opjiortunitv given to the juihlic or to the educationists 
Ti Dacca to discuss the scheme? 

(h) Will the Government be pleased to lay on tlie table any scheme that 
may have been drawn up? 


(Vnswer by the Hon’ble Mr, O’Malley: — 


“ (^/) A scheme for utilizing the buildings at Dacca for the University 
was approved by His Excellency the Governor after personal inspection and 
ifter considering the views of the Director of f^ublic Instruction and a local 
:’ommittee composed of — 


( 1 ) 

( 2 ) 

(3) 


The Commissioner of the Dacca Division; 

The Collector of Dacca; 

lliii Bahadur Lalit Mohan Chatt«rji, Principal of the .lagannath 
College at Dacca; 

The Superintending Engineer, Eastern ( ircle; 

The Principal of the Dacca College, and 

Mr. Ramsbotham, Professor of the Dacca College. 


been finally 



College at Dacca. 

(6) No useful purpose would be served by laying [>apers on tlie talile. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty;— 

84 . 

Will the Government be plea.sed to state 

ln\ what nurnose and in what way the sum of a little over 3 lakhs 
(out of the^perial recurring grant of h lakhs) set apart for the 
improvement of Government high schools, was spent, and 
(6) is it a fact that the money was spent in ooniiection with the second- 
ary educational scheme ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) The money was utilised in providing for the appointments referred 
to in the reply to question No. 72 (a) (unstarred) to which the Hon'ble 
Member is referred. 

(h) The improvement of Government high schools formed part of the 
scheme for the improvement of secondary education. The Hon’ble Menlber 
is also referred to the answer to question No. 71 (unstarred).’' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty:— 


85. 

(7) Will the Government be j)leased to state — 

{(i) what the average j)ay of the subordinate educational service was 
when it w’ms first t‘onstituted in 1897 : 

(6) what the average pav of the sul)oidinate educational service was 
in Eastern Bengal immediately after the partition of Bengal; 
and 

(c) what is the average pay of tlie suboidiiiate educational service at 
}) resent ? 

{2) {a) Is it a fact that during the last (|uinc|uennium the subordinate 
educational service of Bengal has sunered a decrease in its average pay ? 

{b) Is there any other graded service in Bengal under Government which 
has suffered similarly ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(7) {a) Hs. 91-8 a month. 

{h) Rs 92-2 a month. 

(c) Rs 80 a month. 

(^) {a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(/;) There has also been a decrease in the average pay of the provincial 
educational service.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri; — 

86 . 

Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement 
showing the birth and death rates for each of the last 10 years within the 
jurisdiction of the Sainthia police-station in the Pabna district? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

'' A statement is laid on the table.” 
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statement referred to by the Honhle Mr. O’Malley in ansirer to Quesiton No. 86 
(unsiarred) asked by the Honhle Babu Brojendra Kit^HOR Bay CiiAruHURi 
at the meeting of 4th August, 1920, showing the birth and death rates of 
Santhia {Dulai) thaJia in the district of Tab na during the last 10 years 
[191(h-19l9). 
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By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 


87 . 


Will the Government he pl(‘asc‘d to state — 

(a) The amount of Pul)lie Works (’ess that is i“(*alis(Hl annually ami 
•rodited to the District Board of Hooglily from lh(‘ sulxii visions of Aramha^h 
111(1 S(.‘rarapore and the 8adar subdivision of the district of llooghly ? 

{h) Tlni niimlxM’ of tanks that have heen cx(*avated hy the Bisirict Board 
;)l llooghly for the iinproveinent of watc'r-supply in th(^ rural arcxis. (‘spf'cially 
Hi tin* sulxlivision of Aranil)agh ? 
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(c) (/) d’he inileag(‘ of roads — metalled ami non-inetalled — constniclcd l>y 
the District Board of Hooghly in th(‘ subdivision ol Arainbagh ? 


(/V) If the inileag(* is not large, are th(^ ( iovornment consid(*ring the 
idvisability of constructing such roads in that subdivision ^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

’ (a) Snbdivisional figures are not available 

(h) During the last three years, W tanks have Iktu re-exc:avated in the 
Sadar subdivision of Hooghly, 3 in the Arainbagh subdivision and none in 
the Seramoore subdivision,- Altogether 73 tanks have lieen re excavaUxI iit> 
to date in the district of Hooghly. of which 28 are in the Arainbagh sub- 
division. 

(e) (?) During the last 3 years, 2 miles of metalled roads, and no unme- 
talled roads have been constructed in the Arambaj^h subdivisioin At the 
present time there are 8 miles of metalled roads, and 123| miles of unmetal- 
led roads in that subdivision. 

(tt) As the subdivision is liable to floods, and it is consequently dilhcult 
to maintain metalled roads, the District Boards do not consider it advisable 
to extend tbe mileage of such roads to any great extent. 
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By the Hon'ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— 


PromotionM in 
ibordinato edu* 
itiunal Mcrvice. 


^ 7 ) Ts it fftct" — 

(a) that shortly before the recent promotions in the subordinate 

educational service were declared, a circular was issued by ihe 
Director of Public Instruction giving officers outside the'gra- 
ded service the same claims to promotions to vacancies in tlie 
subordinate educational service as the members of the graded 
service had, thus obliterating all differences between graded 
and ungraded scsrvices; 

(b) that this caused a loss of relative position in the grade to manv 

officers; 

(c) that it has caused a depreciation in the average pay of the 

service ? 


{£) Has the above circular the approval of the Government? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (7) («) A circular was issued by the Director of Public Instruction 
on the 16tb dune, 11)11), stating:— 

‘ Under the system of promotions hitherto followed when officers outside 
the grades were considered for promotions to vacancies inside the grades they 
were, when promoted, generally placed on the same rate of pay in the graded 
service: this caused hardship to the officers so promoted. It has, therefore, 
been decided to treat the graded and ungraded services as on an equal foot- 
ing for purposes of promotions; that is to say, an officer on Rs. 100 outside 
the gratled service .should be eligible for direct promotion to class IV, subor- 
dinate educational service (Rs 1-25) according to the length of time he has 
been drawing that rate of pay.’ 

In this connection the Hon’ble Member is referred to the i-eply given to 
clamses (/) and {(f) of question No. 21) (unstarred) and (g) and (/U to ques- 
tion No. 80 (unstarred) asked by the Hon’ble Maulvi Fazl-ul-Haq at the meet- 
ing of the Council held on the IDth November, 1911). 

(b) Officers already in the subordinate educational service have suffered 
to some extent as a result of this decision, as the pay of the posts outside the 
grades was slightly lower than that of the gi-aded posts 

(r) The answer is in the negative. 

(f) The answer is in the affirmative.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 

THE BENGAL ALLUVIAL LANDS BILL, 1920. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore presented the Report of the 
Select Committee on the Bengal Alluvial Lands Bill, 1920. 

He said — 

‘‘ My Lord, in presenting the Select Committee’s report on the Bengal 
Alluvial Lands Bill, 1920, I desire to give expression to the gratification mt 
by the Government at the manner in which this measure has b^n welcomed 
by the public bodies and individuals to whom it was sent for criticism. 'The 
principles of the Bill have elicited a loud chorus of approval, marred by hardly 
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one discordant note. Public bodies, private persons, oHicials judicial and 
executive alike are almost unanimous in holding the opinion that legislation 
on the lines adopted is very necessary in the interests ot ol der and g(XHi govern- 
ment, that it is long overdue, and that the measure should prove elTe<'tive and 
atUfin the object for which it has been framed. 

At the same time various suggestions were made for the improvement 
of the Bill in matters of detail. The majority of these suggestions were 
adopted by the Select Committee and I shall now make a brief reference to the 
more im})ortant of them. 

I’he scope of the definition of Colledor in clause 2 (In has l>een e.vteiided 
111 one respect, in that it now includes a Subilivismiial Ollicer, it has Iven 
restricted in anotlier resjiect by limiting the class of Deputy (\>llectors whom 
the Loe-al (jovernmeiit can vest with the )>owers of a (-olleitor to those who 
exercise first class magisterial powers. As U'aring on the apj>lication ol this 
measure two small additions have been inserted. An addition has lu'cn made 
to the definition of alluvial land in clause 2 (a) in ordei’ to make it (piite clear 
that allovial land includes re Jorinat ion ta situ. At tlu‘ same t imi' clans- d ( / ) 
has been slightly aThended with the ob]e(‘t of declaiing more expressly that 
action under this law can be taken by the Collcitor onl\ in respet t of alluvial 
land which has recently formed, d'hese two alterations do not aiT(H*t tlie 
])imci{)les of the Bill in any way and ha\(‘ been made merely in order tliat the 
original intentions of its framers should be moiv accurately expressed. Phe 
Select C'ommittce i*ef rained from attempting to define what should const it uU' 
a recent formation, as tliey considered that the vagueness of the term would 
ii()t lead to any pi*actical dilliculty, for it is only with reference to the initial 
possession of new bu'inations that the disjiutes with wdiich this measui’e is 
designed to deal ordinarily occur 

A (‘hange which is of considerable im|>ortance to landlords has bmi made 
by the addition of a jiroviso to clause d (J) limiting settlements or resettle- 
ments by the Collector or Receiver of attached lands to a. period of three 
yeai’s onlv As a])))eais fi-oni the Statement of ()b]ects and Reasons attachc^d 
"to the IMll as introdm'ed in Council on the nth March, 1920, it was then 
intended that the settlements made iiy the Collect/or or Rineiver of attached 
lands would be regular settlements, salami being levied in the usual manner. 
The ojiinions subs(N|iiently n‘ceiv(‘d, howtwor. disoloscMl a mark(*«) prelcutuu c 
lor a firovision tliat the settlement of attached land shouhl he Umipc'rarv in 
nature and so leave the landlord, wluni his titk' had bc^m det(*rmmcd and pos 
session given to him. unhampered in the seledion of his tenants and fixation 
of their rents. The Sehct Committee did not overlook the fact that the 
power of accjUiring rights of accupancy in char lands is de iniUdy restric ted 
by section 180, Bengal TeT.ancy Ac t, but they regarded the objec tions which 
liad been urged against tlie origin, d proposal as reasonable and accordingly 
introdued this proviso wJiich will secure for a landlord freedom of action 
in adniini.stering his jiroperty as soon as praedic-abV after he has becui plac’»*d 
in legal possession of it 

Clause 4, which in the Bill as originally drafte^l,^ eontained provisions 
dealing with both the Collec tor s survey and the (dvil ( ourt prweedings, has 
been split into two clauses by the Select Committee. 

Clause 4, which now' deals only with the (Collector's operations, has been 
redrafted. To avoid difliculties of prrK’edure it has lioen declared that the 
Collector’s survey shall be carried out under the provisions of the liengal 
Survey Act, 1875. Tt has also iK^en jirovided that the relay of the relevant 
revenue and diara survey lines shall be shown on the maji, as it is thought 
that this information will be of great assistance to the Civil Court in 
elucidating the nature of the disymte and determining the general manner in 
which its proceedings should lie c/>nducted. ■ In order obviate legal diffi- 
culties regarding the v'alue to be attached to the ( ollector s map, provision has 

9 
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also been made in this clause to extend to it the legal presumption in favour 
of its accuracy \\ hich attaches at present to all olhcial maps made for general 
purposes. 

The new clause 4 A, deals only with the [)icK‘edure governing a reference 
to the Civil Court. Trom the o])inions recei\ed, it appeared that the Bill as 
originally drafted did not exjiress w^th sulticient clearness that the reference 
would be a suit for all purjioses of the Civil PrcK'edure Code and that it would 
be appealable as such. It was further pointed out that the Bill as drafted 
failed to indicate whicli of the claimants should commence at the hetuing and 
the order in which they should be heard. The Select Committee regarded 
tliese defec^ts as real and have redrafted the eiitiie clause witli a view to 
remedying them. 

The only other change of im})ortanie is contained in clause (>. It w^ius 
represented w ith some force that it would prove iru*onvenient and might lead 
to dilliculties if the t-ollei‘tor were to exercise jurisdiction over the payment 
of costs incurred by him in cases in which he hnd made a reference to the Civil 
Court. The operation of clause 0 as fimeiided by the Select Committee has, 
therefore, been restricted to costs incurred by the Collector in cases in which 
no such reference hus l)een made, ('osts in other cases w ill be adjudicated by 
the C^ivil Court under section 4 A, sub-seed ion {4). 

With the.se remarks. My T.ord, I beg to })resent the r*ef)ort of the Select 
Committee, which 1 am glad say is unanimous 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 3. 

THE CALCUTTA PORT (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1920. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson- Moore moved lor leave to introduce 
a Bill to amend the Calcutta Port Act, ISbO. 

He said — 

“ My Lord, 1 have the honour to move for leave to introduce a Jhll to 
amend the Calcutta Port Act of 1890. The Bill has been framed to provide 
the Calcutta Port Trust with a self-contained and adequate agency for the 
general management o£ its affairs. I'luJer the existing law the ('hairman 
of the Trust is ap})ointed by Covernment but no provision is made for his 
remuneration as such. He is em})owcred to jireside over general meetings 
and meetings of committees, but specific executive functions are not assigned 
to him, though the provisions of section 47 show that no legal bar exists to 
his exercise of them. Such fuiulions on the other hand are specifically 
assigned to the Vice-Chairman, who is appointed by Government as a wdiole- 
time salaried officer, and thus the Vice (Uiairman has become for all practical 
jiurposes the chief executive oHicer of the Trust, the scope and nature of the 
Chairman’s control remaining somewhat indeterminate. For a long time 
jiast the post of Chairman has been held by a member of the Board of Revenue 
in addition to his owm duties. 

The object of the JUII which 1 now submit to Council is twofold Its 
first object is to provide for the appointment by Government of a Chairman 
who will be a whole-time salaried officer and the chief executive officer of the 
Trust, chargetl with complete and direct responsibility for its administration. 
Its second object, is to provide for the appointment of a Deputy Chairman by 
the Port Commissioners wdth the sanction of Government. lie also will be 
a wdiole-time salaried officer He wdll be a Port Commissioner empowered 
to pre.side over meetings in the Chairman’s absence, competent to hold charge 
during temporary absences of the Chairman and authorised to discharge the 
specific executive duties assigned to him by law’ or rule or delegated to him 
by the Commissioners, thus setting free the Chairman to devote sustained 
attention to matters of prime importance. 
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The system of administration whioh it is no\^ sought to re}»lace has existed 
for 30 years and has on the whole worked well and smoothly. During il-s 
existence, particularly in the })resent eentiirv, an enormous expiuision (Kvurred 
in the overseas trade of Calcutta, for whicii it wius called ujion to make 
provision. Then came the dislocation of trade conseijueiit on the war, which 
necessitated the adoption of drastic measures for supplementing the greatly 
reduced revenues of the Trust. During the [)eruxl of prosperity marked and 
progressive improvement was made in J.he dt^ck equipment of the I'ort and 
schemes w'ere formulated for an extension of the dcKking accommodation on 
hold and far-sighted lines. From the pernKl of adversity the Trust emm-ged 
in a stronger financial position than it enjoyed before the war intervened to 
curUil its revenues. For these results the 'I'nist as at present constituted 
deserves a full measure of credit. It iindouhtedly achieved siuc’ess in tackling 
the very different though eciually serious problems to whicF abin>rmal periods 
w^hether of prosperity or of adversity necessarily give rise (joverninent did 
not fail to recognise all that had been accomplished and have from time to time 
expressed their warm jippreciation of the services lendeied by the I’ort 
Commissioners and their officers. Now, hovvewer. both (lovernment and the 
(''ommissioners are agreed, that the present system of administration has 
served its turn and that the time has arrived for effen ting a change 

The sco])e of the Fort Trust’s activities lias already grown to suc‘h 
dimensions that it is thought advisable to provide it with a strengthened 
.■ontrolling agency which will be self-contained anti as indejumdent as |»ossihlc 
The reason for adopting this course will be more readily aiiprecaated if w^e 
turn our attention to the demands whicdi will be imixxsed on this agenew in 
the immediate future 

The Port I'nist is embarking on a scheme of d(K'k construction which is 
of great magnitude and wdll cost a very large sum of nmney. Again, although 
the rate of exjiansion in the overseas trade ot (kilcutta was great before the 
war, it re<|uiT’es no pi’ophetic vision to forc'sev that now thi^ war is over its 
dcwelojiment in the near future \>’ill pr‘(K*eed on still more lajud and c’ompr'e- 
hensivc lines Cori.se(juentl\ a greater str’ain will be imiK^ed on the adminis- 
trative machinery' as wtII as on thc^ e(|uipment of the INu’t 1 raist than has been 
experienced on ari\ previous cK'casion 

These are among the chief c‘onsider*ations which havi* impelled Covern- 
ment txi undertake* this legislation iiiid by which we have be(‘n guided in 
framing the j)iT)visions of tliis Bill By providing lor the* appointment of a 
wdiole-t ime sala ried Chairman the controlling agemw ol tb(* 1 rust will become 
self-contained and complete in itself, while the a<lditional appointment of a 
Deriuty Chairman wall strengthen control , secaire contimiitv o' adminisiia 
tion. "ive relief to tlie head of the executive who is already overtaxed, arn 
•Mip'plv a siniervising staff ndecjuatc to deal with the rajiidb growing c (unaiK s 
of overseas trade the suhjcct matter of thi^ Hill, luv I.oid, is simp c anj 
non-contentious 1 lo- to move that the Calcutta Fort Arnendim‘nt Bill, 
19:20, be introduced in C/Oiincii 

The motion wxas put and aLoeed to 


LIST OF BUSINESS ITEM No. 4. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore the Hill bo refern-.i 

to a Select Cominittee consiptirie of the Hon .ih- ,^7 
Hon’ble Mr. Cowley, the Ilon’hle Mr 

T aha the lion' ble Rai Hehender ( hiimier Ghosh Bahadur, th< Hon hie 
Mr Watson Sn.vth. the Hon’hle Mr Hindley, aird ‘g 'TeX^ 

tions to submit their report in time for its consulerat.on at the Sej.temlrer 

meeting of the Council. 

The motion was put and agreed to. ^ 



^02 The Indian lied Cross Society [Bengal Branch) [^th Am 

Bill TI20 ;Tke Bengal Brojitcering Bill^ 1920. 

Mr, Watson-Smyth; Babu K, M. Chaudhuri. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

THE INDIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY (BENGAL BRANCH) 

BILL, 1920. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Watson-Smyth presen toil the Report of the Select 
roininittee oji tlie Indinii Red C/ros.f Society (Bengal Brandi) Bill, 1920. 

He said — 

My J.ord, the alterations made by the Select Committee in the draft 
Bill are not numerous. 

Clause 4 . — We considered Unit the number in the draft Bill of the 
managing committee v\as rather large, and we therefore cut it down by a 
few members, making it not less than 4 and not more than 12. 

Idle second alteration is merely transferring two clauses, which we 
thought made the Bill more systematic. 

The only alteration of any imjiortance is * in clause 6. In tlie India 
Act XV of 1920, on which this Bill is based, the managing committee have 
their powers circumscribed by not l)emg allowed to touch their capital lu 
time of peace, only being allowed to spend their iniMime. In time of war, 
of course, all restrictions were removed. For some reason or otheiy this 
restriction was not [)lace<l in our Jbll, and we could spend both capital and 
income in time of peace as well as in war. The dangc'r of this was obvious 
Jt might lie that wdien war came, the Bengal branch would iind that 
the whok'of thi*ir capital had been spent by souk* well-meaning committee for, 
say child-welfare or some such thing. We therefore re-drafted that clause, 
amt lirought it more into line wuth Act XV of 1920 Having done that, the 
danger arose, as w'as pointed out by some members of the cominitteHV that in 
case of a great i‘a!amitv like flood or scarcity, if t!ie Jted (’ross Sooetx took 
action and collected subscri|)tions. then legal objection might be taken to 
spending anything except the income of that (‘ollection Therefoi*e, we made 
a provision at the end of this clause to safeguard this. 

As legai’ds Mr. Ihw's note at the end of tin* rt‘})ort, although 1 am told 
that the legal advisers responsible for the Act of 1920 do not agree wdth him, 
it IS obvious that the dillicultv, if such there be, cannot be dealt with by any 
alterations in the Bill. Then there came to us a demi-oiricial suggestion fioni 
tlie powers-that-bb at Simla, that they would like a small alteration 
in the clause which is now’ clause 5 (a), namely, that the rules which the 
managing committee of this branch make, must be subject to rules made 
under Act XV of 1920. This suggestion did not commend itself to the Select 
Committee We had, of course, no intention of doing otherwise than acting 
in conformity with the India Society, but at the same time we thought that 
WT would like to be a separate entity, and it was for this very reason that this 
Bill wuis introducied. 

These are the only alterations, and I now' present the Report of the 
Select Committee. ' 

LIST OF BUSINESS—ITEM No. 6. 

THE BENGAL PROFITEERING BILL, 1920. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved for leave to intro 
duce a Bill to provide for the control of the j)rices of articles for sale w'hether 
wdiolesale or retail in Bengal. 

He said — 

*' My Lord, 1 must gratefully acknowledge that the matter aimed at in 
the j) reposed measure has been engaging the anxious consideration of Your 
Excellency’s Government as well as the Government of India for some time 
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isL. In opening the autumn session of the Inipenal (\nineil on tjje 4lh 
September, His Excellency the Vicero\ obser\ea. ' I Niow nmIIi 

even greater concern the pressure of the gi‘o\\iiig rise in tlic price of necessities 
on the poorer^ clasps m the country. The lines we have been atlvised to 
f5k>w by the Coniinittee (drawn largely from the trade), whose services we 
t*iiiisted last March, are twoiold. hirst, the prevention ol specuiaiion in 
law cotton. l:recond, the standardisath^i in India ol tiie cloths used lu the 
,,^H,ier classes, and their manufacture and distribution under lontrol ‘ The 
ill si measure we have already put iiiU) etfeci, by empow ering the (loverii 
ineiit of Bojubay to regulate forward contracts for the })urcliase or sale of 
the next cotton crop. In the carrying out of the second nu'asure. we rely 
on lion’ble Members’ assistance. \\e are introducing a Hill at this session 
to reipiire our mills to manufacture certain kinds and ceitain ijuantities of 
cloth, to be paid for at cost price plu,^ a reasonable margin of profit, and to 
be sold to the public at fixed jirices through licensed shops or at liovinmnieiit 
depots. That there may be difficulties at the outset in carrying this scheme 
inU> effect I freely recognise. But 1 have evc^i v lio})e that with tlie co-opera- 
tion of mill-owners, cloth-sellers and the public these ditluultic‘s will he over- 
coiiK*, and that the scheme will bring relief to those who need it most 

The Govermnent recognised how^ sorely the high prices of cotton cloth 
jiressed upon the poor and ]>roduc‘cd distress, whirli in sonic cast's rc*sull(*d 
111 distil rbaTK‘C‘s of tiic peac'e liarl\ in IhlS a mi.xed commilttH' of Indian and 
Puropean gentlemen w^as appointed by the Go\ eminent of India to work out 
a scheme for the regulation of the [inc'cs of cotton pu‘cc‘ goods of Indian 
manufacture. In jiursuance of the recommendation of the coinniitU^e, after 
caretul and detailed consideration, thc‘ (aitton (Moth Ihll wa.N lulroduc'ed as 
referred to in the Vic‘eroy s speech on the 4th SeptemlK'r, and rc'ierred 

to a Select Committee on the 11th Sc*pteml»er, MMie report of the 

Stdect ('onunittee was presented on the 18th September. Ibl8, and it was 
tonsidered and passed into law on the ‘JGtli September, BUS it is now 
A t XXlil of 1918. 


At tlie same time that the Bill was being discussed by the Si'iccl Com- 
iiiittee at Simla, a very important and representative coiiiertmce was being 
lield in Bombay umlei’ the cMianananship ot Mr. .\(yc(‘ 1 he weak dom* bs 

the conference was most valuable and was cxjiccted to lie <»! gM\’it a-sistaiice 
to Mr. Aoyce as Coiilroliei in working out the details of th(‘ sclicrne 

At the conference the Bengal representatives estimated lh(*ir i’c‘(jiiire- 
inents of staiiilai'd cloLti at neariy 4 inn non yar<ls a inojilh Mr Noyce took 
to Simla some saiiijiles cjf elotli tor standardisation, wo\en during ins stay 
at Bombay for the purpose. Ihe Hmigal nyprc'scntat i\es, the lion bl(‘ Babu 
Siirendraiiatli Bauer jee and the Hon bit* tin* Maharaja oi Ivasimba/.ai , vveie 
sliowui the sainjiles and they pronounced it to l)e exactly what they leipiired. 


I am submitting these details only to .show how prompt measures wm-e 
taken at the time. No .standard elolli, however, lias heen niamdactuicd for 
Bengal as yet, though high holies were entertained and lield out when the 
cloth law was enacted. 


The question of hitrh I>nce of cloth uus spccif.cul!> m.scT su f;.r as I 
rememherl in this Council in July, 11>18, and an .n()u.rv l>y a, comunUee was 

accepted. The committee sat, but it practicall) nieigc< in u " O , , 

ment Committee previously referred to. Ihe "y ‘,*'-‘* 1 ' ' rp„,,i,7 

my friend the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra ('handra Milter 

tion on the 19th February, 1919. He urged Uie Uiking oi ' 

with the high prices of cloth and foodstuffs on the n S Si fientw 

adopted by the Government of Bihar and Onssa. I he S’" ^ 

Wheeler gave a very sympathetic reply and exphiinec a " C .4 

stances tLt stood m tL way of taking drastic measures to comh..t 

complained of. 


idenry 
circiirn- 
tlie e\ i!s 


The matter came up attain- for discu.s,sion 
notices of resolutions in July, 1919. A very 


in this Council by several 
lengthy debate took place 
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and the Mon’bJe Mr. (now Sir ifohn) Gumming explained the situation ^ 
great lengtli. The committee’s proposal put forw^ard by my friend tile 
Hon’ble Jtai Radha Charan l^al Bahadur was negatived, but the three otLer 
resolutions standing in the names of the Hon’ble Babu S. N. Ray. MauKi 
Abul Kasem and Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq urging Government to Wike 
early steps for the reduction of high prices of cloth, foodstuffs and other 
necessaries of life were adopted. 

Jn September, 1919, my friend the Hon’ble Babu K. K. Chanda raised 
the question in the Imperial Council. He urged the taking of immediate 
steps for the reduction of the unprecedentedly high prices of nec essary articles 
of iood and of cloth, and in the very same meeting the Hon’ble Sir Uinshaw 
Wacdia urged for a committee to consider the high prices prevailing in regard 
to articles of daily consumption and to suggest remedies for mitigatin<r the 
hardships from winch tiie poorest and lowtn* middle edassevs were sulferinir 
Both the resolutions were accepted, but the long-expected report of the Com 
initU^c has not as yet been submitted. 

The (juestion for the last time came up before this Council at the last 
meeting when notices were given of three resolutions by the Hon’ble Babas 
Bhabendra ( liandra iiay, S. N. Ray and A. C. Dutton the subject and after 
discussion a committee has been apjiointed to inquire and suggest remedial 
measures. 'The committee began work on the 14th July last, but it will 
take a long time to complete the inquiry and formulate a definite scheme fur 
action. 

In introducing the Calcutta Rent Bill on the ir)th March, 1920, on the 
lines of the Bombay Rent Act, the Hon'ble the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwari obsei-ved: ‘ 1 frankly admit that a measure of this kind is an inter 
ference with private rights, but those rights have been clearly abused in 
many instances and it is the duty of (iovernment, as guardian of the publii 
rights, to prevent private riersons fi’om abusing their privileges where then 
abuse dejirives the public of the necessities of life . . .. Where [)rofiteei 

inj^ b(!comes a general and flagrant abrnse, that State control in an economu 
sphere (‘an be most easily justified.’ 

Your F.xcellency ’s Government have been doing mucli to c^ope wutli the 
ri(^e difficulties by putting a restriction upon large export, im])orting Burma 
rice and controlling its (listribution, but it is evident that really apjireciable 
relief has not been yet secured. The distress and sufferings of the peo])le 
have alr(\ady become very ac'ute. I'or real relief two things ai‘e necessary 
first, the arrangmuent for cheaf) supply by direct purchase and sale at 
Government depots at cost price or by licensed vendors at small jirolits, and, 
secondly, the restriction of unreasonable juofiteering. The t'ommittees 
appointed can sugg(\st means for the first, but Government interference b\ 
special legislation is necessary for the second, as has bcon done in tlie case of 
the Calc‘utta house rent. 

Under these cinaiinstances I have been encouraged to submit the pro 
posed measure for enactment exactly on the lines of the English Profiteer 
ing Act. The English Act mav not have been a complete success in England, 
but it is still in the statute book there serving some useful i^urpose. The 
measure is a sliort one for temporary duration. It has been full} explained 
in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. That there is a public demand for 
such legislation admits of no doubt. The matter has been fully discussed ii: 
this Council and in the public press, and it is not necessary for me to dilate 
fuither upon it.” 

The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler said:- 

“ My I.ord, following what has been the usual procedure in the past, 1 
propose to regard the present motion for leave to introduce the Bill as a 
formality, reserving my remarks as to the attitude of Government to the 
second motion, which is for reference to a Select Committee.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS ITEM No. 7. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri luoNcd ihat ilje Jiill W 
referred to a Select Committee coiisistmg of tlie lloirble Mr. Monahan, the 
lloirWe Mr. Blackwood, the Hon'ble Mr. McAlpin. the Ilrndble Mr Man*, 
the TloiCble Mr. Donald, the lloirble Mr iVovash dunider Mitler, the 
Boil ble Rai Radha Charaii Pal BaluuliiP, the Hon ble l)r. Sidiraward\. tlie 
Bcui’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, the Hon’ble Babu Surendra Nath^Uay. 
the Ilon’ble Rai Maliendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur and t!ie mover 

He said — 

“ My Lord, in moving this motion, I beg leave to add Ui tlie Sehvt Caiiii 
iiiitlee a Muhammadan gentleman. I propose the name of liie Hon’ble Dr. 
I^iuiiiawardy. who has agreed to serve on the ( ommiltee I think in a 
iii.itter like this, every community should be represented. ’ 


The Hon ble Sir Henry Wheeler said 

" My Lord, it is just a month ago that in CaKutla we liad a lengtliy dis 
nissioii on this general question of profiteering, and 1 ho}>ed that in tlie light 

01 tliat, the Hon’ble Mover would have thouglit it wiser to drop this some 
vCiat ill-starred measure. However, he has not deemed it desirable to do so, 
and we were therefore looking forward to hear from him a full justilication 
of the jirovisions of this measure wdiich he seeks to pass into law. lnsU‘;ul 
of that hope being gratified, I cannot but think that tlie Hon ’hie MemlHU' 
has pi’o\’cMl hut ;i f)oor .^fioiisor to ills own proposal We ha\e hi*aid a good 
(leal in the near past, and we have now heard again, of the previous receiit^ 
fliscnssions on the subject of profiteering, and we liave also to day heard ome 
more the history of the supply of standardised cloth, together with tin* 
hope that tlial s\ sU'in ma\ l)e riMiewed in the near future So far as 1 ean 
seo, the (juestion of standardised cloth is one with which the Jbli lias ahso 
luiel\ nothing to do. Apart from that, instead of a proud fathm* leading 
Ins olfspidng by the hand into this august assemhly, pointing out its bimnty 
and emphasising its wisdom to the assemhied inemliers, 1 cannot hat h'el that 
we have the Hon’ble Mover proving himself rather a hard iiearlod parent 
who has left his poor little Bill outside on the mat 1 do not wonder al it 
There are features in the poor bo\ s face that will not liear scrntinv . indeiMi, 
to judge by the latter portion of his speech, the lloii’ble Mo\er hiinscdt has 
diflieuity ill dislinguisning his featui-es. However the |)rog(*ncy in Ins own, 
and the metliod of its introduction is his own I'or mv }>art, I do not [>ro- 
]K)se to recajiitulate the criticisms and remarks on the suhjecl o. prohl(‘m*mg 
generally wTiich 1 made at our recent (dileutla inec‘tmg. and I wall e()nfine 
myself as closely as jiossilile to examining the* cdans(*s of tlie Ihl! 

The Hon’ble Member has said tliat he is following the k.ngli^h model, 
I'lit he is really following wTiat was knowui as the 1 Profiteering Act of BHb 
L is unfortunate for him that, so far as we ean gather, tliat Act has Ikh^ii 
s rapped at home in Lavour of one of lb20, of which, I reuret, we liave not 
heen able to obtain a copy. But the fact remains that another Act has been 
brought in in 1920, presumably on account of defects which were dis(‘o\ered in 
the earlier measure. However, the Act of 1919 is the model whnh, in a 
''ay, his Bill somewhat closely follows, although there are several irnfiortant 
points of difiFerence. The English Act, b\ section 1, gives to t!:e Board of 
Trade practically the powers^- which the Hon’ble Memlver confers in clause 

2 very extensive powers — conferred in England, 1 may point out, on a 
very responsible body, viz., the Board of Trade. Section 2 of the English 
Act enables the Hcarcl of Trade again to set up local committees following, 
in a manner, the Hon’ble Memlier’s clause 3. Sections 3 and 4 are the pre- 
cedents of the Hon’ble Member’s clauses 4 and 5; he has omitted the pro- 
visions of appeal which are in the English section 5, and has ended up with a 
clause 7 about incidents of expense, which is more or less on the English pre- 
cedent. So he has, in a way, copied the English Act, but with differences. 
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Tlie main feature of the English Act is that it vests the really drastic and 
far-reaching powers in the Board of Trade, and, read with the circular winch 
the Board of Trade issued, outlining the procedure in accordance with winch 
they proposed to act, it appears that, although they had the power to do so, 
thev had no intention of making over the most important powders to 
bo(fy else. That is the essential point to remember. The Board of Trade 
kept all investigations into wholesale transactions, and. most important of 
all, the fixing of prices, in their own hands, advised by a very strong central 
advisory committee As regards local committees, all that the Board of 
Trade did was to authorise local bodies to constitute them it they vdshed to 
do so, but so far as we can gather, it was distinctly said that there was no 
intention of compelling them to do so. These local committees again had 
power only to enquire into complaints in connection wdth retail transactions 
A man might complain to the kx^al committee of the [>ri('es charged at a 
local shop; the committee thereupon might make eiujuiiies - no more. 

1 said in Calcutta in July that as far as we could make out, the Hill at 
home has not been a success. It was criticised at the time it v\as brought in, 
and we know, as an obvious matter of fact, that it has not ejected at hoiiif 
a large reduction in prices. We have seen the reports oi a few proceedings, 
which mostly seem to have had but a slight effect, but beyond that, ver\ 
little of a practical character appears to have been achieved, and looking at 
the remarks of Sir Auckland tieddes in introducing the Bill, there are one 
or two [)oiiits which are worth noti(‘e. Sir Au':*kland (.Teddes, although he 
admitted that profiteering was prevalent, yet was particular to say that 
high |)i’ict‘s hy t ii(‘ms(‘!v(v> were not cau.sed only l)\’ j>rofiteeriiig. Jlis actual 
remarks were as follows: — 

‘ High prices by themselves are not caused only by profiteeriug, in fact, 
given high prices for all, T am quite sure that the work wdiicli will have to be 
(lone umier this Bill, wdien it Ix^coines law, will show that a sery great deal 
of what has been called profiteering, of what has been believed to pro- 
teering, is not profiteering.' 

Sir Auckland Geddes also preceded the example of the Ilon’ble Member 
in thinking it well to apologise in advance for his child, and again, what were 
the first arguments which he laid before the House of Commons in justilica- 
tion of his proposals ? 

1 hey wTre a desire to encourage export discourage import, and inqirove 
the excliange position. Those were the arguments upon which he laid stress 
But those very arguments cannot l>e urged in this country. Hon’ble Mem' 
hers ojiposite are mostly of opinion that we should dirnimsh exports from 
this country: that w^e should curtail exports in order that the peofde of this 
country may have the benefit of the articles of food produced in tlie coun- 
try. That is the precise opposite of what Sir Auckland Gedde^' desired at 
home. Again, if the Bill discourages the imjiort, say, of cloth, in the result 
half tlie population of the country will go uiulothed. We should do well, 
therefore, to pause before we accept the home measure as adequate justi 
fication for a similar enactment in this country . 

So much for the home Bill; I now' pass to the present one. The first thing 
wdiich must strike anybody in looking at this Iffll is the extrnord’marily wide 
powers wdiich the lloiTble Member devSires to put into the hands, not of re- 
sponsildo- -highly responsible — bodies like the Board of Trade at home, but 
into the hands of Collectors and Chairmen of municipalities. They will have 
the powder to fix prices, to receive and investigate complaints, and to do various 
other things materially affecting production and distribution This power 
is to he given to the Collector, who, whatever his many merits may be as an 
administrator, is not particularly fitted to exercise it. It is to be given to 
the Chairm^ of a municipality, who is now generally a non-official, and has 
presumably risen to this eminence rather on account of his ciwc virtues than 
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for any specialised knowledge in these matters. Government, too, is inte- 
re'^ted, because for any lapses which these gentlemen may commit, Govern- 
jjient may be mulcted in costs. Surely the difference from tlie preced^'iit is 
somewhat marked. Then, again, in following the English prec’edent as 


ref^ards local committees, the Hon’ble Member has made two most important 
changes; he has departed from the English prect*deiit, which allows a local 
authority, if it so wishes, to appoint a committee; he has given absolute powers 
to the local tioverninent to establish a committee. Again, he would allow 
these committees to fix prices a power withheld at home. Therefore in two 
most important respects, he has departed from the English pre •edent More 
over, the expenses of local cominillees ma\ be charge upon llie rates. I do 
not know whether Hon’ble Members contemplate with satisfaction cliarges 
of somewhat indefinite amount being placed on district Inwards and iniinici- 
palities under the sole orders of the local Government. ' 

These criticisms, perhaps, indicate sufficiently the gronmls on which, 
.^0 far as this Government is concerned, we feel bound to oppcxse this nieasun*. 
There is no justification for quoting the English precedent as a siucavs.s, but 
even more important is the fact that in tliis matter we cannot have particular 
powers exercised in one province only. This measure is introduced as a 
provincial one, and we can obviously only legislate for Bengal The h’nglisb 
Act had at least the advantage of legislating for the whole country, that 
country is also an island where imports can far more easily be (‘oiitrolled 
than here. This Bill only deals with one province If we jaiss it here, what 
is going to happen? We shall have pressure put u|)on an energetic Gollec 
toi or a vigorous Chairman, who, perhaps, impressed by the c(>mf»laints of 
iiis neighbours in the bazars, will proceed to exerci.se those powers winch the 
Bill will give him. He will commence control, he will attack inerchanls, 
call for their books, standardise their profits, and fix prices What will 1 k^ 
the lesult? Obviously the local trade will go to the adjac ent districts, where 
[K)ssit)]y, there is a Collector or C^hairmaii, equally ca|>ablc, f\pially virtuous, 
hilt [)()ssiblv imbued with slightly more discretion, and the energetic ollicer 
vill inerelv find that he has worked to the advantage of his neighbour. I his 
is bound to happen in a province like Bengal, with Biliar and Onssa on one 
side and Assam on the other. So far as we know, none of ilu^se provinc*cs 
are contem{)lating measures of this kind. Obviously if our olficers were to 
put it into torc’e on a large sc*alc, grain would dram out ol Bengal intc) Ihcxse 
neighbouring areas, and would drain out, moreover, in a \\a\ impossible to 
coutrcjl , siiic(‘ although we can exercise a certain amount of control ovei lail- 
way ccuisignmeiits it is impossible to exercise control over rivers and roads, 
which are important channels for export from this [U’oviiice ^ 
a fundamental objection to this Bill, and even if it were granted that the 
measure is justifiable in itself, it is obvious thcit, if it is to l>e enacted at al , 
It must be enacted in the Imperial Council. Finally, my objection to the Bi 


as 1 have already said, is the absolute unsuitability of the machinery whic h is 
sought to be set up to exercise the functions which are |)rovi(le(i foi . tliev are 
to laid upon Collectors and Chairmen of municipal bodies wjo have nei her 
the knowledge nor the experience, nor the agency to their hands, even > 
attempt to discharge these duties. 

If, Sir, the facts are as I have outlined, a liill of this kind can ^nly ^ 
one of two things; it will either be a dead letter pwple wdl be iie i- 
of it and will take no action under it-or it will give rise to the most appalling 
confusion. We cannot contemplate with ^uanimity the possibditv ot Uie 
entire dislocation of the trade of the province which migh . 
measure of this kind, and therefore we propose to vote against the present 

motion.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said: ~ 

” My Lord, I ask permission to discuss some of the principles of the Bill. 
I am awkre of the fact that in this Council some of the points rai«cd in 
Bill were discussed. The Hon’ble Mover of the Bill has in his Statement of 
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Objects and lieasons explained to the Council that deliberate profiteering has 
l)een going on. 1 was thinking of getting up a report from our committee 
wlijcli has been formed lor the purpose ot enquiring into the fact as to whether 
there is profiteering or not, but before i could get the report 1 find that 
my Hon ble friend has asked leave to introduce a liill on this very subjen. 
It is an Item of anxious consideration both for the members of this Council 
and the pbople of Bengal. There is jio doubt that there has been a rise in the 
jirices of food-stuffs and cloth. There is no gainsaying this, in my ques- 
tions put in Council trom lime to lime 1 iiave brought this liefore tlie notice of 
the Council. 1 would have welcomed an all-India Bill. The object of the 
present Bill is limited in its scojie, and those who know anything about trade 
cannot but see that if Bengal pass the Bill there will be great difficulty fiom 
the commercial point. Bengal cannot rule Bombay, nor can Madras, Cal- 
cutta. 'Hie traders in Bombay will not be controlled by injunctions from 
Bengal. These are the difficulties wdiich 1 have noticed. Then, again, one 
of tne principles of the Bill is that the Chairmen of municipalities or the 
Collector will control prices. If the Chairman of the municipalitj or the 
Collector did exercise jurisdiction, an unanimity of rate cannot be estab- 
lished; there is sure to be a difference of opinion, and the members of the 
Select Committee would have to consider this point very carefully. In one 
area a rate is fixed, and in another area there is a lower rate fixed, so the 
mahajans and traders would nalurallv go to the latter jilace. fins m an 
othei- difficulty. In England there is the Board of Trade composed of men 
of great ex])erience in these matters. They are in a [lositioii to understand 
how far trade will be affected by the control of jirices. This is not the c'ase 
tiere, where there is no noai d ol Trade, fkit if the Bill is defective in that res- 
pect, the members of tlie Select Committee are expected to introduce such lur 
ther jiroposals as would meet the case. The whole Act has been based on the 
English Act which, as Sir Henry Wheeler has pointed out, lias been siipei - 
seded. Whatever it is, this is a matter of the utmost inifiortance and anxious 
lonsideration of the people of Bengal in the hoj)e that some effective steps 
should be taken. I myself have always found a difficulty in the discussion of 
such matters as the fixing of prices. Your Excellency must have noticed in 
the report of the Commission on Food-stuffs, that it is very difficult to fix the 
[irice of things. The fixing of prices in Bengal depends on various factors, 
therefore, if the fixing of prices is determined upon, then the matter should 
be approached from different aspects. Then, again, the normal condition of 
prices is subject to changes. J^.ven if the C'haiiTiian of the inunicipalitv or 
the Collector of the district is to lix tlie price, then lie will not be able to avriiS 
the difficulty. 'The rice trade dejieiids on the will and intention of many 
people in foreign districts. 1 use the word ‘ foreign ' in the sense that in 
that district where rice is not produced. The traders of Ramkristapur rule 
the rates. They lay down certain rates and these rates are follow^ed in the 
several markets" I expect that the Select Committee will also deal with this 
question. 1 will give another concrete example, take for instam^e the cloth 
question Bombay rules the market and Calcutta merchants have to follow 
their lead. Leaving concrete exanijiles aside, the question turns on the fact 
whether this Bill, as drafted, will put a stof) to the rise in prices. Tliat is 
a matter which should also be considered by the members of the Select Com- 
mittee, and 1 hope and trust they wdll be in a position to do this. There is 
another princi|)le which has been discussed by the Hon'ble Member. In 
clause 10 it ivS distinctly pointed out that no provision of the Bill would applv 
to export. In an eariier Council we discussed the matter in all possible 
asfiects. If you prohibit exports from a good district, how will the Chair- 
man of the municipality or the Collector be in a position to control prices ? 
So the Hon’ble Mover seems to think that exports ought not to he prohibited. 
Here, again, I hope that members of the Select Committee will l^e in a posi- 
tion to tackle the problem. The Bill, I am sorry to say, does not treat the 
subject m all its aspects. As a member of the Council I feel it my duty to 
point out the difficulty, which T hope the Hon’We mover will consider. My 
Lord, I do not wish to discuss the otiher principles of the Bill, ff BengaF 
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j>as8es the Bill, probably Bombay will follow suit, and Madras als(v l>ut if 
tbev do not do it, we shall Ix' stranded." 


The Hgn’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaddhuri said:— 

*• My Lord, I appreciate the difficulties mentioned bv Sir Henrv AVheeler, 
tmt I think that it is a measure winch will deal with only one (juestion. am! 
that is protiteermg. It is desirable, no doubt, that sucii an Act should In* 
passed in the Imperial Council, but 1 think that is no reason whv we should 
not try to frame a measure fo?‘ our }»artuailar j)r(»vince 'rh(‘ tUKpnrs under 
the Act wxmld be a very sim]>le one. 'I he ('olhu'tor outside the miinuipal 
aiea and the Chairman within the muiii(‘ipalit \ will eiKpiire and examine 
the papers and books jiroduced helore him. and! taking local cinaimstances 
into account, decide whether theiv is proliiefuang or hot If r(‘all\ the cost 
of pn)diu*tion is very great and if there is no undue or unreasonable 
{U'ofiteering, no control neeci In' exercised, and the people will be satistu'd to 
know that upon eiKjUiry it is found that the trades p(‘ople are not at fault. 
There is a general impression all over Bengal that |)rojiteermg is going on 
in an unreasonaiile scale. It is not to be api)reh(Mided that the Chairman of 
the municipality or the Collector would not take the local (‘ircumstames 
into account or would take drastic measures in siuh a wa\ as will interbu’e 
with the general trade or drne it away from the district. My frnmd tin* 
Uon’ble Bai Mahcndi'a Chandra Mitra Bahadur thinks that «lillerent |)nc(*s 
might firevail in difl’ereiit localities, and it is (piite reasnnable that diflerent 
rates should be fixed for ddlVrent districts l.ocal circumstaiK’es will have 
to lie considered; but^ in considering them, 1 do not think that an\ sm ious 
difficultv will arise I hei'e sliould also be no dilh(*ulty in adminislei ing the 
pfwver confe!’re(l upon the Collector or the Chairman 1 ru(‘ there is no 
Board of Trade in India, but even if there were one in Cahaitta, it could 
not control prices in mufassal areas, where the establishment of local com- 
mittees w^ould have been necessary; but ] think in India th(‘ ('olk’ctor is the 
safest person who can (UmI with this (jueslion. In tli(‘S(* circiimstancc^s a 
measure of this kind is necessary, at least it can do no harm If upon 
enquiry it is found tliat there is no [iroiiteering. then tin* }>rices should not 
be interfered witli Then* vNill Ik* no real dillicultv in the way. I agree 
w^fth mv Hon l)le friend tliat the members of tlie N‘lecl ( ommitt(*e are 
expected to examine tlie (juestion fi'om all its ddierent asix^' ts. and il any 
change is found necessary, to make them in the Bill But that is no reason 
why the Bill should not be proceeded wdth at this stage* I lia\e* already 
explained how' the committee has been lormed, and we* e.\pe*ct ve‘ry useful 
suggestions fi’ean the ceimndttee; but, as I ha\e a]re*a<l\ e*\pl;:im*d, v\itlK»ut 
an Act, wdthout being comfielled by law\ trades pee>|)le vmII not subndt their 
books and [lapers, and so there will be no means oi ch(*cking projite*ering. 
The most important thing is to examine the account beK)ks bf*f ause* t hew w ill 
show whether the trades peojile are making a reasonable* jirofit, or aie 
profiteering on the public.*' 


The motion being put, a division was taken, witli tlie fe)lloVving result. 


A yes — fj . 

The Hon'ble Sir Nilrataii Sarkar. Kt. 
*' " Mr. Altaf Ali. 

” '■ Rai • Mahendra Chan- 

dra Mitra Bahadur. 

’* ” Babu Kishori Mohan 

Chaudhuri. 


\ffps -17. 

The Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, 
K.e .I.K., f .s.i , 

Sir Biiay Chand Mah- 

tab, K.r.si., k.c.i.E., 
Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan. 
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[■4TH August, 


Ayt% — Aoe« — 77. 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson- 


Chakrabaitty. 


) » 

> > 

) ) 

> > 
} J 
) > 


Moore, k.c.i.e., c.v.o. 
’’ Mr. H. L. Stephenson, 

C.S.I., r.i.E. 

Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

” Major-General W.'* IL 

B. Robinson, c.n., i.m.s. 
” Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, 

C.I.E. 

Mr*, ‘m. C. McAlpin. 

” Mr. L S. S. O’Malley, 

r.i.E. 

” Mr. G. N. Roy. 

” Mr. A. Man.’ 

” Mr. W. W. Hornell, 

C.I.E. 

’ Khan Bahadur Maulvi 

Aininul Islam. 

Sir Rajendra Nath 
Mookerjee, k.c.i.e. 

*’ Mr. C. D. M. Bindley. 

Mr. M. Cathcart. 

Mr. R. M. Watsoii- 

Smyth. 


'The following members abstained from voting:-- 

Tlie Hon'ble Mr. \V. L. I'ravers, o.ii.i:. 

Dr. Ab<liiIla-al-ManHin Sulirawardy. 
” Khan Sahib A man Ah. 

” ” Rai Sri Nath liay Ikdiadur. 

” Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 


The following members were absent : — 

Thellon'bleMr. d. H. lhaek^^ood 
” Mr. d- Donald, c.i.K. 

the Nawab Ihihadur of Murshidabad. 
Mr. F. M. Leslie 

” ” Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

Jxaja Hrishikesh Lalia, (M.t 
Mr. Ih’oxash Cliunder Mitter, (\i.F.. 
Babu Si\ N a ray an Mukharji 
Kumar Shib Shekharesu ai' lhay. 

Babu Ih'oiendra Kishoi- Bay Chaiidhun 
” Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

” ” Rai Debender Cliunder (IluKse Ihihadui* 

Rai Radha Charan Cal Bahadur. 

” Mr. A. 1). Piekford. 

Mr W. II. Phelps. 

” ” Maulvi Abul Kassem. 

” Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq. 

” Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

” Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

’ ” B«abu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.E. • 

Mr. K. B. Dutt. 

Tlie . 4 t/e 5 l>eing 5 and the Soes 17 the motion was losi 
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RESOLUTIONS 

(under the ndes for the discussion of matters of ijcneral public interest). 


^ LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

Tho Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following resolution ; - 
This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a recommenda- 
tion be made by the Government to the Government of India 

(a) that the following scheme of {)ay by lime-scale for the Suboi dimite 

Civil Service be adopted, namely:— 

(i) for probationers Us. 150 in the lirst year and Hs. 175 in 

the second ; and 

(ii) for confirmed olhcers Us. 200 rising by biennial incre- 

ments of Us. 30 to Us. 500 in tlie 24th year of total 
service, with a seletlion grade for 0 per cent, of the 
total cadre on a pay of Its. (>00, and witii an elliciencv 
bar betwmi the pay of the lltli year and that of the 
12th; and 

(b) that the scheme outlined above Ik* given retrospective elfei t from 

the 1st December 1919. 


He said — 

“ My Lord, much has been said recently as regards the position and 
])iospects of this class of officers, and if even in spite of that 1 have ventured 
to bring up this matter in this Council, it is only in response to the invitation 
of the Government for public opinion about this resoiiition. \\hich was pule 
lislied on the 21st tiune last. rtKoiiimending a certain scheiia* of reorganisation 
forado])tion by the Government oi ll<*ngal In moving my !•l‘^olutIon, 
my Lord, 1 must tliank the Governmeiii on bi‘half of these oihetu’s, as 
also on behalf of the public for the initiative which Government has been 
pleased to take for improving the pay and prospects of the Sub Deputy 
Collectors. 4 he whoh* (jU(*stion n<»w is. wh(*tlier tin* scheme is adeijuate or 
not. Now , niv l.ord, I do not think 1 can plt*ad this case ot tins sm’vicc more 
ehxjueiitly than has liemi done by so many high oilaials. who are 
more conijH‘tent to sp(‘ak on tla* sub|(*ct lou' instania*, the prestmt C hief 
(Commissioner of Assam has stated that ‘ in the first place, the most import 
ant reform which 1 advocati* is tin* amalgamation ot the Subonjinafe 
Lxecuti\(* Servic’e with the Croxincial Service lafeii as a bod\ . Il)(‘re is 
very little difference In'tween the two service's m the maitc'r ot tin' (jualifica 
tKjii of the recruits In fact, those* entering the Subordinate* l.xe'e ntive* Sen- 
vice are eiften superioi' tei theise e*ntering the* Provim ial ( i\ il Ser\ ice* It 
is most galling to a man to see* another man whom lie* has surpass(*ej at 
tlie I niversity, ])la(*ed at oiiea* in a position td whie li he* hinise*!! e fi,n attain 
after many vears of drudgery, llie two services sheaild Ik* amalgamated 
1 niiglit also Vefer to tlie oDinion of Mr Oldham, who .sa\s; ^ I'here* is a gieat 
deal of dissatisfaction among the memibers of what is called the Subordinate 
Civil Service- the Sub-Deput\ ( ’olle*('lors 4'hese ofheers feel, anel with a 
reason that altliougli thev are remrnited from the same classe*- a- tIu* ine-m 
bers of the Provincial Sermce and have similar eelncational ejualifica- 
tioiis there is a markenl ildhmence in their pre»spe*ets of advameTnent 
and in the positiem which the*\ ln»ld in the eyes of the public and of theur 
brother officers. As at present constituted, f think the two servers shoulfl be 
amalgamated.' 


So. according to these hit'll officials, the grievances of the„se Siih- Deputy 
Tollectors are not merely fancied once, but most retisonahle and legititnnte 
grievanc^ Another high official remarks: ‘ what we aie really doing just 
now in the ca.se of Sub -Deputy Collectors is that we are fir.actically treating 
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them as a cheap kind of Deputy Collectors. As a matter of fact, vve are 
really using them for Deputy Collector’s work. There is the work and it has 
to be done, and they are the men suitable for doing that work. There is no 
real distinction between the duties of Sub-Deputy Collectors and Dejmu 
Collectors, and they ought to be on the same scale and bear the same napie ’ 

Now, my Lord, the whole question is whether the scheme which has l>eeii 
proposed by the Covernment is tlifc scheme which can satisfy this service. 
Now J think 1 am only voicing the real feeling of these officers when I say 
that they consider that the scheme is not adequate. The scheme which I 
have submitted in this resolution is a scheme which has been put forward 1a 
these officers, botli, if I am correct in saying, to Government as also in the 
press, and having regard to the position that Government has already taken 
with regard to this matter in their resolution of the 21st June, narneh', that 
it is no longer considered that the emoluments should be distinctly limited 
by considerations of sufiply and demand, that is one principle which can be 
recognised Another im[)ortant fact in this connection is that the cost of 
living has increased since the rates now existing were adopted; and then, iny 
Lord, it has also been decided that the service should be a career in itself for 
edu(*ated men. J’hat being so, and the idea of tlie amalgamation of the 
Provincial and Subordinate Services having been practically abandone*!, T 
think the scheme that has been put forward by these officers for adoption is 
(piite reasonable and [iroper. I do not think any useful fiurfiose will be 
served by s[)eaking at greater length on this subject. The whole subject has 
been tli?’esh(Nl out on many occasions. I will only submit this scdieme for the 
rec^onsideration of this (V>uncil In this conne(‘tion I would add oidv one 
word, and that is this: the Village Self-CioveiTiment Act iuis been introduced, 
and rural societies have been formed in most of the districts, and the verv 
important task of the organisation of these societies has been entrusted and 
will continue to be entrusted to circde officers. It has also been dcidded 
finally that circle officers will be recruited exclusivelv from among the Snb- 
De})uty Gollectors, and it is very })ro])erly said in the resolution o] the 21st 
June that on account of the jiart played by them in the administration of 
the Village SelfJJovernmenl Act, their position should be impnwed so as 
to make tliem contented with their lot. 1 think their duties will be extremely 
responsible and important ones, and if these officers are not made (juite con- 
tent with their jiosition- I may be regarded as an alarmist, but still I 
may be allowed to sound this warning— that with a class of discontented and 
dissatisfied officers who are organising many village societies, 1 do not 
think that it will be (juite safe either for the peo))le or the (fi)vernment ITom 
their position as Government officers, they may unconsciously draft into some- 
thing like dissatisfied agitators, so if there is any just grievance on the part 
of these officers, it is good both for the (jovernment and the fieople that these 
gi’ievances should be removed and they should be made to feel that the 
Government, whatever their faults might have been in the past, that tliey have 
not been unfairlv treated by tlie Government, and thev ought to 
feel that justice will now be done and that they will receive pay commensu- 
rate with their duties and responsilulities ” 


The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said: 

“ Mv Lord, 1 wish to support this resolution My view is that the pay 
of officers of the Subordinate Civil Service is not adequate for the 
work done bv them nor for the dignity of their position. These officers come 
from tlie same class of society as\he men of the Provincial Service: they are 
doing the same work as is entrusted to the members of the Provincial Ser- 
vice,''niid, if this is a correct view, certainly they expect Government to con- 
side!' their claim for higher remuneration. The HoiTble mover has brought 
to the notice of the Council the dissatisfaction that will prevail and the wish 
that the tw^o services should be amalgamated to each other. The desire for 
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this is very keen. This is a matter of extreme importance to these otiicers 
I hoi>e Government will be pleased to consider these points. They have j>ot 
to do work of the nature which is usually done by the Provincial Service 
officers, and it should be considered whether their jiay is adeijiuate or not, 
and I hope and trust that Government will give due consideration to this 
matter/" 


The Hon’bie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said: 

“ 1 will not speak at great iengtli. 1 only wish to speak on one point, 
and that is that consideration should bo given' to the subiocl f)l‘ initial pay. 
The proposed initial pay is Rs. lod, this is not enough, and in these days it 
is impossible for these olficers io manage their ordinary wants and to dil tlie 
duty entrusted to them on such initial [)a\ conscientiously i suggest that 
the initial pay should be raised, and that the maximum f)a\ should U' raised 
to Rs. 600. With these words I supf)ort this resolution ‘ 

The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said:— 

“ My Lord, tliis resolution has reference to tlie revision of the pay of 
one of the services which wt are taking up in con.secjucncc of the rcorga'nisa' 
tions w'hich follow^ed the report of the Publn Services Commission, anirwhich 
have been affected by the very large tmhanceinent in the cost of living since 
the war. In resjieet of the Subordinate (dvil Servie(\ we published our 
proposals in a resolution not very limg ago. We then uiviti‘d pnhlie opinion, 
and any member of tlie jmblie is at lilierty to furni.sh us with his views It 
will be useful, as i>art of the answers to that reference, to have an exiiression 
of opinion of the Legislative Couneil, and we shall give all consideration to 
the speeelu's that we have heard to day Liitil w'e receivt* n^plies from all 
(piarters, we do not propose hnally to decide, and to tliat e.xtent we preserve 
an open mind; but, on the otlier hand, 1 am not prepannl to accept this 
resolution, as it would hind us to a eerlain course of action which, as I have 
said, w^e shall not decide u]H)n until we consider the answers of others, and is 
a c’ourse of action wdiich, prima w’e think, is in excess of Uie merits of 

the ease, l^'or that rea.son we shall oppose the resolution, although we will 
giv(‘ due consideration to tlu* arguiiKUits that liav(‘ hemi us(*d. 

Now, Sir, on the merits of the matter, I would lirst of all invite the 
attention of the Council to the fact that the arguments that we have h(*ard 
to-dav from the three menilH‘rs who liave si)oken, mainl\ liavi* nTereiiee to 
the old question of the projier position of the Sub l)(*]>uty — wdietluT th(' Sul> 
oidiiiate Service should be amalgamated with the Provincial Civil Service, 
and whether, in effect, the lower .service is not worthy of tlie hire of the upper 
one. That is an old general question whic'h was dehat(*d last in .Inly IhlU 
barely a year ago. The llon’hle Mr. Kerr then gave* a full explanation of 
the attitude of Government. He rebutted the arguments that are so often 
brought forward, aliout there being absolutely no difference between Deputies 
and Sub-Deputies, even if that distinetion had hectmie a little blurred owing 
to the circumstances of tlie wa?-. He gave figure.s in detail showing that 
there was a difference, and that there wa.^ a need of a lower agency for which 
Government could not projierly and cHonomically pay at a rate given to a 
higher agency required carry out more important w’ork. I do not r)n)p08e 
to go over that ground again; so far as Government is concerned Unit is a 
closed issue. We do not intend to amalgamate the two services, hut we do 
liope to make the Subordinate Service a career worthy of the* attention of any 
young man, and one which offers in itself prosjiect.s of a reasonable and 
meritorious livelihood. 

Viewed from that standpoint, I put it to the Council that the proposals 
that we have made are fair and generous. In the first place, the Council 
should remember that this service is not now a very highly paid one. A young 
man comes into it on Rs. 50 a month, and he rises in four grades to Rs. 250 
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only. That is the present position, and we cannot fairly judge of future 
prospects unless we view them in the light of what an officer is now getting. 
Now in place of this present scale of remuneration, what are we proposing? 
We are proposing that a young man instead of coming in on Rs. 50, should 
come in on Rs. 125, that is a rise of 150 per cent. — a bigger initial rise than 
has recently been given to any other service. Then, in the second year of his 
probation, he is to get Rs. 150, and on being confirmed, Rs. 175, and so 
onwards, by increments of Rs. 25 to Rs. 350. Any time scale is in itself a 
liberal concession as compared with grade promotion. Under the present 
system it is a frequent com{)laint in every service. Provincial or Subordinate, 
that men get stuck in one grade for years. That will all be changed now. 
A man will have a clear run from Rs. 175 up to Rs. 350, as against Rs. 250 
before. Over and above that, there will be a selection grade of Rs .400 for 
3 per cent, of the men, and over and above that again, there will be a chance, 
to the exUmt of 35 per cent, of the actual vacancies, of getting into the higher 
service. J claim that these are good prospects, and a very substantial 
improvement over the existing position. The Ilon’ble Member’s scale is 
still more liberal. He wants Rs. 150 for probationers and Rs. 200 on con- 
firmation, rising thence to Rs. 500 on a time scale, with a selection grade of 
() })er cent, of the total cadre on Rs. 000. When we recollect that the present 
highest grade is Rs. 250, the extent of this enhancement will be better appre- 
ciated, and I say that no service has been given a pro})ortionate rise in pay 
anything like equivalent to that. 

If we look at the matter from the ])oint of view of percentages, we get 
very much the same results. The top of our time scale is 40 per cent, above 
the existing maximum; under the reorganisation of the Provincial C'ivil 
Service the corresponding figure is only 6 per cent. ; the Hon’ble Member wants 
us to raise it to 100 per cent. That, I say, is yrimd facie, excessive. Tn the 
sclectioi) grade, under our jiroposals there is an enhanemnent of (>0 per cent. ; 
in the Provincial Service it is only 25 }>er cent., and the llon'l)le Meinl^er 
wants to go up to 140 per cent. Again. 1 say, that seems to us to be too much . 
The average pay under each year of the time scale, according to our proj>o- 
sals, improves by 38 per cent.; the Hoirble Member wants an increase of 
85 per cent. 1 cannot hold out any hope that we shall work uj) to the 
Hon'ble Member's figures, and I would ask the Council also t(^ bear in mind 
the inadvisability of asking us to do too much in connection with the reorgani- 
sation of individual services. We have reorganised many services during the 
last few years; we have others still in hand. At the moment we are trying 
to do something for ministerial officers. All this means money, and there 
must be a limit to the extent to which the spirit of generosity should j^revail. 

Another important point to remember is this: all these services in a way 
hang together. In fixing a certain minimum or maximum for one, it is 
necessary to consider other services. There is a distinct relation between the 
pay of the Deputy Collector and the Provincial Judicial Officer. There is 
a dfistinct relation between the pay of the Sub-Deputy Collector and the men 
of other subordinate services. If'we begin to give something in one quarter, 
we must be prepared to give something more in another. The question is 
far wider than Rs. 50 here or Rs. 25 there. I have tried to show by figures 
that we are dealing fairly by the Sub-Deputy Collectors in the proposals that 
we have made, and we hope to continue to do so. But we cannot agree to 
more than we think to be justified by all the circumstances of the case." 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta said : — 

“ I must thank the Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler for assuring us that the 
rates of pay of Sub-Deputy Collectors will receive the careful consideration 
of Government, and that Government still maintain an open mind, and will 
make up their mind after receiving opinions from all quarters. At the same 
time it appears to me that Government is not favourably inclined so far as this 
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scheme is concerned. There is no doubt that this scheme of the Government 
which is laid down in the resolution of the 21st June is a great improvement on 
the existing state of things. There is no doubt alK)ut that, but at the same 
time, in view of the increased cost of living, and the fact that there was a feel- 
ing*that this service was neglected by the Government so long, and that these 
improvements were long overdue, and also in \iew of the feeling ex:})ressed 
by these officers about the scheme, 1 am honestly of opinion that this sidieme 
is not likely to satisfy them. 1 am satisfied, my lx)rd, that the scheme that I 
have laid down in iny. resolution is the inininunn that will satisfy these officers. 
I am perfectly aware of the difficulty of Government in view of the fact that 
one service is connected with other v^ervices, and that the ('laim of 
one service cannot l>e considered apart from anottier si^rviir. Then there is 
also the financial difficulty. There is no doubt alxait all this, but at the same 
time it is also important to consider as to whether the Sub Deputy Gollectors. 
by reason of the very im[)ortant duties entrusted to them, will he .satisfied with 
this increase. This is an old argument, but none da* less lluTe is a gcKnl deal 
of force in it. These officers have the same educational (pialifications, and 
they come from the same circle as the Dc}>nty Gollectors, and yet, us the 
Hon’ble Sir Nicholas Beatson Bell has pointed out. while one gets a 
higher appointment, th(* Sub-Dcpuly Collector has to U* content with less pay 
and prospects If the qualifications were different, tlum, of course, the 
remuneration might have been different But having n^gard to the fact that 
the ))rinciple of amalgamation has been al)an(Ion(‘(l >t is onlv j>rop(‘r that thev 
should be given much Ix'tter pay than is boinir propos«‘d for tiuun now I 
would venture to f)iit it like this What we should (‘ompare is this the position 
of the De[)uty Collector according to his present position and the position of 
the Sub Deputy Collector as proposed in this n*solutioii The diffiTonce 
between these two services is so obvious that it operates on them most harshly, 
and it is this wliicli makes them discontented Of (‘onr.se it is the same about 
other services too. ThOvSc two services an* identical from the standpoint of 
education, and if you can satisfv the one .service, you can also similarly satis- 
fy the other, otherwise the re.sult will lie that this new .s(‘liemo will certainly 
give them a better position, but at the .same time they will continue to be dis- 
satisfied, and will not 1)6 sati.sfied with anything le.ss than the scheme put for 
ward bv them. Tn view of this af)prehension, 1 still hope that Government 
may find it possible to accept the scheme, if not as it stands, at all events with 
^^oine modifications and will make such improvements upon the scheme of 
the Government as embodied in their rc.solution of the 21st June.” 

The motion was then put and lost 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 9. 

The Hon’bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following 
resolution :~ 

“ This Council recommends to the Governor in C’ouncil that a n^wminen- 
dation be made by the Government to the Government of India that 50 jfPr 
cent, of the vacancies occurring in the Provinci«al Civil Service l>e filled by 
promotion of officers from the Subordinate Civil Service.” 

He said — 

” My Lord, what has been proposed in this resolution of the Govern- 
ment is that 35 j)er cmt. of the vacancies of the Provincial Civil Service ]ie 
filled up by promotion from the Subordinate Civil Service. Now, my Lord, 
the recommendation of the Public Services Commission in this respect is the 
oiie*vidiich is contained the resolutioii which I have the honour to 

n 
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That recommendation is that 50 per cent, of the vacancies should be filled up 
by nomination from the Subordinate Service. I understand, my Ix)rd, that 
ailarge percentage of promotions is given in other provinces. Jn Madras the. 
percentage is 75, in Bombay 50 per cent., so it is only proper that Bengal should 
also have 50 per cent. I do not know the feelings of the Sub-Deputy Collec- 
tors in this matter, but I can reasonably say that they are more anxious about 
it than anything else.'* 


The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman AN said 

“ My Lord, it is well known to Your Excellency’s Government that the 
Deputies and Sub-Deputies are recruited from the same class of people who 
have the same educational qualifications. I have heard some Collectors say 
that among the Sub-Deputies there are many who are better than Deputies. 
Their worK as Treasury Officers, Assistant Settlement Officers and Khas 
Tabsildars does not appear to me to be less responsible than the work of the 
Deputies They generally perform the work of second class Magistrates, 
and sometimes that of first class Magistrates. Therefore, such officers should 
be given a fair chance of getting into the higher service. I know that Gov- 
ernment want to give them promotion on a very small scale, but if 50 per 
cent, of the vacancies are filled by promotion, it will satisfy the Sub-Deputies, 
and also the public." 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said: — 

“ My Lord, this resolution too has a bearing on the emoluments of the 
Subordinate Civil Service, because it deals with the prospects wlu’ch are open 
to them of promotion to the higher Provincial Service. At pr esent the Pro- 
vincial Civil Service is recruited in two ways. To the extent of 35 of the 
va(‘ancies men are recruited by promotion from the Subor<^inate Service, 
while the remaining 65 per cent, are recruited by direct api>ointment. The 
proposal in the resolution is that instead of 35 per cent, we should recruit 
50 fier cent, by promotion. 

The respective merits of direct and indirect recruitment have !>een fre- 
(]uently argued in the past, and at very great length only recentlv befoi e the 
Puf)lic Services Commission The arguments are fairly well known. In 
favour of direct recruitment, there are the advantages of getting tried men, 
men that Government have tested and of whose capacity they are aware. 
There is also the advantage that the chance of promotion materially stimu- 
late^ the work of the lower service, whenever they can see before them the 
possibility of reward by promotion to the higher service. Among the dis- 
advantages, there is the tendency that when a man is recruited by i^romotion 
he is usualh somewhat old; it is inevitable that seniority counts, and the 
older the man, the less adaptable he probably is to new condition.^''. If, on 
the other hand, we give promotion to promising juniors, there results grave 
discontent among tne seniors who are superseded. Anotl er disadvantage 
is that to close the avenue of direct appointment may discourage some of the 
Ivest candidates. The more brilliant men may say: ‘ In view of my better 
qualifications. 1 am willing to go direct into the higher service, but I am not 
going to wait for promotion.' So by recruiting indirectly to an excessive 
extent, we may lose very valuable recruits. All these arguments were 
threshed out hetove the Public Services Commission, and it would be folly to 
disregard their finding. That was distinctly in favour of direct recruitment, 
and tliey recommended that * in the executive line 50 per cent, be laid down 
as the maximum amount to which promotion from the lower ranks should be " 
permitted to extend.' It is to be remembered that the percentage of -indirect 
tecruitment was then very high in other provinces, notably Madras, the 
Pupjab, the Central Provinces, the United Provinces and Biliar and Orissa. 
Tlie Commission, therefore", could not make too jradinal a change 
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They iwre content to put 50 Mr cent, as the maxifcum, and tliia was. in effect, 
in niost OTovmces sutetantially to increase the proi)ortion of direct appoint- 
ments Readi^ their report, it is quite clear that thev preferred direct 
recruitment. There is no reason to suppose that thev looked upon 
out 35 per cent, m too low and wished it to be enhanced. Ilut for the eat- 
ing facts, they nught have put the percentage elsewhere l>elow 50. That is 
the last ai^hontative fiiKiine on the point, and as it accords with our present 
practice, I think ft would ^ unwise trf make a change. 

There is this further objection. We are trying bv our nroposnls in res- 
pect of the Subordinate Civil Service, to make a self contained career which 
will attract meritorious young men But we destroy that idea of v self- 
contained career if we give too wide a prospect of promotion to another ser- 
vice. Everyone in the lower service then becomes discontented unless pro- 
moted to the higher. ' 

For these reasons we do not think it desirable to make the alteration 
which the resolution proposes.’* 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said — 

“ My Lord, I have nothing more to add.” 
The motion was then put and lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 10. 

The Hon’bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved ihe following 
resolution : — 

“ That this Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a recom- 
mendation be made by the Government to the Government of India that 
Subordinate Civil Service be included in the list of gazetted services ” 

He said — 

“ My Lord, I am informed that under the present arrangement Sub- 
Deputy Collectors do not come under the rules a!>out leave and pension as 
other gazetted officers. In view of this sj>e(‘ial information, I think this 
request is a modest one, and I hope you will accept it.” 


The Hoii’ble.Khan Sahib Aman Ali said : — 

“ My Lord, I support this resolution. The Sub-I)ef)uties will not get 
more pay than at present, and so they should be treated as gazetted officers.” 


The Hon’bie Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

“ My Lord, I have just had to oppose two resolutions that had a bearing 
on the prospects of the Subordinate Civil Service, and it is tic refore with 
pleasure that I can say that Government is prepared U> accept this 
resolution. 

The resolution deals very largely with a matter of anwvr propre. There 
‘‘ are various definite principles which in the past have differentiated the 
jtreatraent of Services, either as gazetted or non-gazetted and at the moment 
we are rather governed in this matter by orders of the Government of 
India which were passed in 1893, which ^Irew a line of distinction making 
Bfik^inutA Services geaeraUy non-gazetted. In those days questions of 



818 


Resolutions- 


f4TH August 


Bobu A, C. Datta. 

this kind were judged, i)erhaps more so than now. or than is likely to be the 
case in the future, upon considerations affecting India as a whole, and the 
rule was probably framed not only in view of the Subordinate Civil Service 
here, but having regard also to the circumstances of like Services in other pro- 
vinces. However, things have changed a good deal since 1893, and we«'are 
perfectly willing now^ to recommend to the Government of India that the 
Subordinate Civil Service of this pvovince should be recognised as gazetted/* 

The motion was tlam put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 11. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following resolu- 
tion : — 

“ This Council recommends to the G()veri>or in Council that necessary 
action he taken to amend tlie existing rules for the selection of jurors so as 
to exclude the possibility of a mixed jury contenifdated b\ section 450 of 
the ('ode of ('riminal Procedure, 1898 (Ad V of 1898), consisting entirely of 
nonJndians.** 

He said — 

“ My T.ord, at the very outset I am anxious to say that I am not going to 
raise any controversy on that highly controversial matter as tr) whether there 
should be a special procedure at all wdth respect to the general proct^H^dirigs 
against FAiro[)eans and Americans. That is a controversy which 1 am not 
going to raise on the present occasion, and nokxly not even excef>ting Mr. 
Watson Smyth, need come forward with mailed fist to rnsl. at me. What- 
T mean to submit, my Lord, is this: how must wt proceed to give real effect 
to the bnv as it now stands? ] mean the law as laid down in section 45(' of 
the Criminal Procedure Code There it is laid dowm that ' in trials of Euro- 
pean British subjects before a High Court or a Court of Sessions, if before 
the first juror is called and accejited. or the first assessor is appointed, as the 
c'ase may be, any such subject requires to be tried by a mixed jury, the trial 
shall be by a jury of which not less than half the number shall be Euror)eans 
or Americans or both Europeans and Ameiicans.’ What is contemplated 
is a mixed jury of which not less than half the number shall be Europeans 
That is the provision, iny Lord. The section does not go further than this, 
and vloes not state as to how* the jury should be chosen This is a matter that 
]s i^rovided for, not by the Criminal Procedure Code, but by the rules on the 
subject framed by the High Court. Now let us see if" the rules on the 
subject really give effect to the spirit of this section. That rule is here. In 
a case in which not less than half of the jury must be either European or 
American or both Europeans and Americans, the jury shall be chosen some- 
wdiat in the following manner; First, the usual procedure w^ould be 
followed until the necessary number is completed, and then from among the 
jurors summoned to attend, the necessary number wdll be chosen by lot in 
the manner ]>rescribed by rule 54. The procedure is this; if a mixed jury 
is to be chosen under vsection 4.50 of the Criminal Procedure Code, then Euro- 
peans and Indians are summoned. As regards the first portion of this 
rule, the procedure is this: if 5 jurors are to be chosen under section 450, not 
less than half shall be Europeans; that is 3 Europeans jurors are selected 
according to procedure by lottery out of the European jurors summoned. 
Then two more are to be selected. The whole question is how these two 
remaining jurors are to be selected. They are selected out of the reject^ 
jurors by lottery, and it may so happen that they mav be Europeans, and 
that not a single Indian may be selected. My Lord, t am not thii®faig of 
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any hypothetical case. What yged me to bring the case tefore the Council 
is this; in the well-known Silchar shooting case, the result according to the 
jurors fleeted according to this rule was this. First of all 3 Europeans were 
selected, then the reiDdining two, lK)th were Kiiropeuiis, diui the result w'us 
thf^t it was a jury consisting exclusively of luiropeaiis. 1 think, mv Lord, 
there is no doubt that section 450 did not contemplate a jurv like this. The 
jury contemplated by section 450 was a mixed jury. A mixed jury of 5 
Europeans is certainly a misnomer and^contradictiini in Uumis. It is to 
remove^ this anomaly, my Lord, that I jiropose that the rule l>e changed so 
as to exclude the possibility of an entirely non- Indian jurv. ami this cun he 
done in this way. First of all let us have II European jurors selected from 
out of the European jurors summoned. 11ie remaining two should Ih' selected 
only out of the Indian jurors summoned, and not out of the whole IkkIv of 
the rejected Europeans and Indians. T\u\{ was obviously tlie intenlioii of 
the legislature, and in order to carry out this intention, it is now proposed 
that the rule should lie amended in that wav 


Now, my Lord, it is certainly only natural that a Eiirojiean shimld ho 
anxious to be tried by his p^ers, and so also are the Armenians ami Indians, 
and so the provision of the law is that not less than half tia' jury shall he 
Fairo])eans. Therefore, we must expect that out of 5 jurors, W most he Euro- 
peans and at least the remaining two should he Indians 4'liat is my point, 
i hope that Mr. Watson-Sinytli also will synipallnse with me in this. I am 
not proposing any ainemlinenl of the law, nor anything iiup?‘o|)(*r I do 
not like to take up the time of the Couned, and I hope I will have the support 
ot the luiropean inenihers.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Travers said:— 

“ My Lord, the lion ’hie mover of ibis resolution has. in Ins explain 
tion to the Council, forgotten the case whicF may ari.se in wliirh l»(»tli parties 
are Jviropeans, and I hold, my Lord, that in such cases, it will l)(‘ an advan- 
tage, and it would be onl\ just and right, that then the whole of the jury 
should be European. In regard to cases which the llon'hk* member has 
mentioned, T am inclined to agree with him that there wonhl he no objection 
to the change in procedure wdiicli he has laid down, but hiM'ori* t snofnrt 
it, I should like some amendment in regard U) tlie cases m winch l>oth 
parties ot the case are Europeans If such an amendment is not yiossihle, 
my Lord, 1 think no rhang^' in the section is eilhm* il‘‘-ir,(h't* oi nei es.sai'v 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cathcart said:— 

My Lord^ I also wdsh .to opjKise this re.solution on the ground that 
there is neither necessity nor valid reason for it In spite of what the 
IloiFble Mover has said, I must say 1 fail io see either If the llon’hle Mover 
is afraid that a European will not lie ad(‘(|iiately amj impartially 
dealt wdtli by an entirely non-Indian jury, I maintain that h(‘ can have no 
just ground for this theory, and if his (jhject is U> extend t.he f>rincij)le ot 
increased (iidian representation under the new reforms, even to juries that 
are to try Euro[)eans, then 1 think he is carrying the thing to a ratlier ridi- 
culous length. Therefore, iny Lord, as 1 can no nnson for this retKjluiion, 
I beg to oppose it.’' 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said: - 

‘‘ My Lord, from the wording of the resolution it was not possible for 
Govcminent to quite make out what the Hon ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta 
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had in view. He has explained to this Council the object for which he has 
brought this resolution here to-day. I take it that what he is really pres- 
sing for, is, that section 450, according to his interpretation, provides for 
a mixed jury, but that in certain instances, the jury has been entirely non- 
Indian, The rules relate to Chapter 33 of the Criminal Procedure pode 
with regard to the trial of Europeans and Americans. Section 450, to which 
] have already alluded in that Chapter, confers special privileges to 
European British subjects, and it ‘is for consideration whether, as a matter 
of policy, the rules should be discussed in this Council. Moreover, the rules 
which are to be amended are framed by the High Court in the exercise of 
the powers vested in them by section 276 of the Code. The amendment of 
the rule is therefore within the coTn})etence of the High Court, and not of 
this Government. In the circumstances I do not think that it is desirable to 
move or accept this resolution in this Council. For this reason, the reply 
of the Government must obviously be brief, viz., that the local Government 
do not make these rules, neither can the local Government be justified in 
addressing the High Court on the subject. As, however, the Hon’ble mover 
of this resolution has brought certain facts to the notice of Government, 1 
propose to bring to the notice of the High Court the discussion in Council 
to-day, but it must be clearly understood that the High Court must be the 
authority to decide as to what should be done. For these reasons, my Lord, 
I am unable to accept this resolution.*' 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said;-- 

“ My Lord, I am glad to find that my question has received some sup- 
port from the Europeans. The first Hon*ble speaker drew a distinction 
lietween two kinds of cases, where both the parties are Euroj^eans, and where 
one party is European and the other Indian, and he maintains that where both 
the jiarties are fhiropeans, they have no objection to the entire jury consist- 
ing of non- Indians. That is something with which I do not quarrel, as it 
is ])erfectly justifiable, but when 1 brought up this matter before the Council, 
1 was really thinking of the case where one party is a European and the 
other an Indian, and therefore the jury should not consist exclusively of non- 
Indians. That is a position which I am quite willing to accept. Ivow, as 
regards the objection pointed out, it appears to me,’ my Lord, from the tone 
of the speech of the Hon*ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan — this 
is how I understand him^ — that as far as the justice of the matter is con- 
cerned, Government has no exception to take to my resolution. It is, how- 
ever, pointed out that the rules on the subject are framed by the Honourable 
High Court, and not by the provincial Government and therefore it is not 
wiUiin the ordinary scope of the duties of the local Government. 1 quite 
see the force of this argument, my Lord, but it is not as if that aspect of the 
question did not strike me. I did understand that, but I thought it better to 
bring up this matter liefore this Council, l>ecause, as a member of the Council, 
I can only d||aw the attention of the Government and the Honourable Higli 
Court to matters like this, and in my capacity as a member of the Council, 
I cannot move the Honourable High Court direct. This is the reason why 
I have taken this course. I was only anxious to draw the attention of Gov- 
ernment and of the High Court to this aspect of the case, and I am glad to 
have the assurance that the whole discussion on this matter will be communi- 
cated to the Honourable High Court. At the same time, I really hope that, 
although the matter really rests finally with the Honourable fiigh Court, 
Government will express their opinion on this question, leaving it to the 
Honourable High Court to decide the matter finally.’* 
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The motion was then put and a di\ision 
result:— , 


Ayes ii. 

The Hon'ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar. 

. Kt. 

'' Babu Brojendra Kis- 

hor Kay Chaudhu^i. 

’’ ” Dr. Abdulla-al- 

Mamun Suhra- 
. wardy. 

Khan Sahib Aman 
Ali. 

” ” Rai Sri Nath Kay 

Bahadur. 

” Babu Akhil Chandra 

Datta. 

Rai Mahendra. Chan- 
dra Mitra Bahadur. 

Babu Kishori Mohan 
Cliaudliun. 

Babu Sarat Chandra 
Chakrabartty. 


was taken, with the following 

SofS Uk 

The Hon ble Sir Henry Wheeler, 

K.C.I.E., r.s.i. 

The* Maharajadhi- 
* raja Bahadur of 

Burdwan. K.c.s.i., 
K.CM.E., r.s.i. 

Sir Charles Steven- 
son- Moore, K.CM.E., 
r.v.o. 

Mr 11. L. Stephen- 
son, r.s.i., (M.K. 
Major-lieneral W. II. 
B. Robinson, r.ii., 

I.M.S. 

Mr F A. A Cowley. 
r.i.E. 

Mr M C. McAlpin. 

Mr L. S S O'Mal- 
l(\v, r.i.E. 

Mr (i N Kov. 

Mr A Marr. 

Mr \V W Hornell, 
r.i.i:. 

” Khan Bahadur 
Mauh’i Arninul 
Islam 

Mr V D M Hind- 
ley. 

Mr. M ('atlu*art 
Mr R M Walsori- 
Sniyth 

Mr W 1. Travers, 
O.Tl.E. 


The following: member alnstained from voting: — 

The Hon’ble Si?' T?a jerulra \ath MocjkejJee, K.r.i.E. 


The following members were absent: — 

The Hon 'ble Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

” Mr. J. K. Blackwood. 

’’ Mr. J. Donald, ci.e 

the Naw^ab Ihdiadur of Murshidabad. 
” Mr. F. M. Leslie. 

” Mr. Aminur Rahman. 

'' Raja Ilrishikesh Laha, r.i.E. 

’ Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter. 

’’ ' Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji. 

Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 
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The President. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 

” ” ^ Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur. 

” ” ' Mr. A. D. Pick/ord. 

” ” Mr. W. H. PheV«. 

Maiilvi Abul Kasem. 

” Maulvi A. K. Fazl-iil-Haq. 

Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

” ” Mr. Altaf Ali.- 

” " Babu Surendra Natli Ray. 

” Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, r.i.E. 

” ” K.B. Dutt. 

The Ayes being 9 and the Noes 16 the motion was lost. 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said: — 

“ My Lord, as the Hon'ble mover put the resolution to the dec ision of 
the Council, and the Council lias decided against it, I think the obligation 
of Government to represent the case to the Honourable High Court no longer 
holds good.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said .- 

“ I must say, my Lord, I am much disajipointed with this announce- 
ment. 1 do not think the situation is changed.” 


The President said:— 

“ Order, order. The Hon'ble Member cannot further discuss the reso- 
lution that has already been disposed of ; he must discuss the next resolution.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said:— 

“ 1 beg Your Excellency’s pardon.” 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 12. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved the following 
resolution: — 

* ' This Council recommends to the Governor in Council that a committee 
of officials and non-officials be appointed to investigate into the criminal 
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proceedings instituted in 1915) at ilowruh In Bahu Bankiin Krishna Ghosh, 
Kxecutive Engineer, and some of liis neiglilK)urs against the police and to 
report what action, if any, should be taken to bring Ui Ixiok all pul)lie 
servants who may’ be found to have otfended against law and justii'c and to 
have abused their official position and who may be found to 1 h> guilty o! 
gross dereliction of duty in dealing jifoperly and etfectually with all' the 
matters involved in the said proceedings." 


He said — 

" My Lord, 1 have found it my unplea,sanl'(luty to refer to tins ease, 
ill which 1 find that police constables were guilty of something very gro.ss, 
and that the authorities instead of juimshmg them properly, tried, if not to 
whitewash them, but in any case, they seemed to have not reah.sed the lesjion- 
sibility of their position in a inatter like this. .Now what are the facts. 1 
am anxious to lay them before the ('ouncil, and 1 know 1 shall have to state 
the facts in an absolutely accurate manner 1 mean that the facts 
should not only be true, but as they have been found to he true by the t'oiirt, 
including the Honourable High (.'onrt What ha|)pened was this, Tliree 
,iuor women were selling vegetables in front of a hou.se at llowrali on piivate 
land lielonging to a certain gentleman, who is a responsible ,servant of 
Government, Babu Bankim (’liandra Ghosh, an I'Aciutive Liiipneer, A 
constable, by name Miirubbi Singh, true to his name, came up to these women 
and demamied -some jiice from them, on the allegation that thev were selling 
vegetables on municipal land without a license. 'I'his is what lie did. I 
can well understand a poor constable, or fur the matter of that. iicr.Mins in a 
better station in life than the constable, asking for bribes. 1 am not expect- 
ing aiiv [itopian standard of modesty on the part of )iublic s'Mwaiits, not 
to”speak of constables, but what was’mo.st demoralising is that it has been 
loiind by competent authority that this constable was (lemamliiig pice from 
these women in the presence'of several gentlemen Now these poor women 
refu.scd his demand, and then he wanted to arrest them An .illercation 
took place. The owner of the liou.se next door turned up, ami lu f >uml that 
these women were lieing ill-treated for iiolliing, and therclore he took down 
the number of the constable, jimt to bring the matler to the notice of the 
hiulier authorities. Then another gentleman, the owner of the land, Babu 
Bankim Chandra Ghosh, turned uj) and wanted to know what the go/wa/ 
was alxuit. He said that the land on which they were sellimt segetab es was 
his land, and not municipal land. He told the constable, d l.e thought they- 
were on municipal land, they might lie arrested and taken to the hana. and 
thus avoid a .scene taking place on the public road I lam w h.at followed was 
this. 'J'lie women w-ere arrested and were lieing taken to tin- t.iana w ith I hen 
vegetables, but the fact that his numlH'r was taken down had enraged the 

castable, and ho, while taking the women to the thana, sent word to the 

officer in charge of the thaiia that they were being a.ssaulted by some Babus. 
It has been found even bv the Honourable High ( ourt that these are tlie tacts 
On receipt of the information, the officer in < harge o the police-statKin |*nt 
a party of constables, headed by a heail constable and a sub-iiispe('tor his 
nartv anneared on the scene and arrested the son of the Lxeiutivi Liigiriwi 
Ld •as.Sted him. The father wa.s taking his meals at that 
he came out he found that his son had been assaulUsl. ^ '’ rf" 

already entered the comiiound of his house He remonstratei ' 
upon Which this responsible officer of high position was givem a /r/t/o blow on 
hKrm bv the head constable, and another constable gave him another blow 
oi hisToulder. He was then arrested, brought U. the fiublic nml where m 
the struggle his dhoti dropped down, but he w’a.s not. allowed to ad.itiat it ai^ 
was ETkS to the thana almost naked. His son-.n-law came out. hut he wa« 


12 



824 


Besolutions, 


[4th .Augdst, 


Babu A. C. Datta, 

also arrested; and if the statements of a respectable gentleman of his }>osjtion 
is true, the wife of the Executive Engineer who also came out, was also 
assaulted. The Executive Engineer and his son were marched off to the thana. 
A neighbour came out to protest, and he was also assaulted and arrested. 
Another neighbour came out, and he was also assaulted and arrested, so the 
numl>er of the assaulted people sw/^lled as they went on. Then two other 
gentlemen came up, and they wanted to go to the court to give information. 
These two gentlemen were also arrested on no other ground but just to prevent 
them from going to the court. The three women, mentioned before, were also 
made to join the party, and they were all marched off to the thana. This 
happened on tlie 2nd of July. Immediately a complaint was lodged, and the 
matter was enquired into by a Deputy Magistrate, who found distinctly that 
the police version was false, but the Engineers version true. After these 
findings on the 16th July, it might have been expected that the District 
Magistrate, a European and a Civilian, after hearing the story in which such 
respectable |)artiea were concerned, would certainly have expressed righteous 
indignation and taken energetic action to punish the offenders, but for reasons 
which it is difficult and impossible to understand, the matter was allowed to 
drag on for months, without his taking any steps in the matter. All that 
was done was that only one man w&s summoned under section 323, as the 
Magistrate found that there was no iin{)roper conduct and no common object, 
or anything of that sort. Now, my Lord, before I proceed further, 1 am 
anxious to satisfy the Council that all this is not a story, but the finding of 
the Honourable High Court. 1 will read some j)ortions from the High C/Ourt 
judgment 

He (the Magistrate) expressed the opinion that the existence of a 
common object liad not In^en proved and therefore no charge of 
rioting could he made out The Magistrate then made over 
the case to the Subdi visional Officer for disposal, d'hat officer 
could not take up the case as he was going on leave, and it 
came u}) before his successor. He also refused to issue any 
fresh processes against any of the accused. We are not 
satisfied with the manner in which this case lias L^en dealt 
with by the District Magistrate and the Subdivisional Magis- 
trate after* the case was transferred to him. 

We do not think upon these facts the District Magistrate was justi- 
fied ill holding that no charge of rioting could be made 
out ami that no offence under section 147, Indian Penal Code, 
was disclosed. We also think that the Subdivisional Magis- 
trate was wrong in refusing to issue jirocesses against the other 
accused. 


So we find, my Lord, that although the report of the investigation of the 
Deputy Magistrate was submitted, no action was taken. The police report 
was submitted on the 29th of July, and then, after the police report was 
submitted, only one man of the wkole party was summoned under section 323. 
Then the Executive Engineer filed a complaint to the District Magistrate. 
Under the law, he should have taken up his examination then and there, but 
as a matter of fact his examination w as taken a fortnight after he lodged the 
complaint. Then, my Lord, I have the authority of the Honourable High 
Court stating how tliis examination was conducted, and to this I desire to 
call Your Lordship's particular attention. The Executive Engineer went 
to the District Magistrate, with a petition of complaint, as in a regular 
criminal case; it was the duty of the District Magistrate to examine him 
immediately. The Magistrate did not choose to do so. What he did was 
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not to examine him for the purpose of eliciting the facts so far as his com- 
plaint went, but he cross-examined the Executive Engineer wiUi the object of 
discrediting his statement. This is what the High tlurt says about it ■ 

. Instead of examining the complainant on oath at once, as tlic law 
requires, he examined him 15 days after He apparent Iv failed 
to realise the gravity ol the charges brought against the police 
constables. His examination ot the (‘omulainant was veiy 
unsatisfactory. The questions put l>y him to the comi>lainaM‘t 
were more in the nature of cross exaiiunat ion intemieil to dis 
credit the statements made in the petition of eomiilainl than 
for the purpose of eliciting the real facts of tin* case. 


Then after this cross-examination, what happened? 1 will just ask Your 
Excellency to consider for one moment the jiosition of the Exeinitive Engineer. 
He was humiliated, and when he apjieareci before the District. Magistrate 
he was cross-examined only with the ohjei't of having his sUtement 
discredited. This took place on the 23rd duly After the 23rd, the Magis- 
trate stated. I have heard enough of this case. I cannot find that there was 
any common object; let it go to a subordinate magistrate and let bun tr\ the 
case. Now this was a most objectionable thing for him to do, triinsferring 
it to a subordinate magistrate, with an adverse opinion on it. I'lns was tlie 
last thing he should have done. In all fairne.ss to the complainant, if lie 
wanted to transfer the case, he should have done it without an expression 
of opinioq, aspecially as the Magistrate to whom he was transfernng it was 
one of his own subordinates. We can all imagine what the poMtion of the 
subordinate magistrate was. W’e could sympathise with him .No wonder 
he wanted to put off the evil day, and then at last wdien the matter was 
pressed he said that he was shortly going on leave, and the inatUu' might he 
brought before his successor. I'he suc(‘essor came, but what could he do 
in the face of the order of the District Magistrate fie refuses to issue a 
process against the other constables. This was on the 2tKli of Octoiier. 
This gentleman was assaulted on tlie 2nd of »Iiily. iait in spite of his liest 
efforts he could not induce the authorities to take any action against the 
constables. On the 22iid of September, his prayer was refused He failed 
to get any redress from the MagistraU* Then he went uj) to the High 
Court which passed tlie order which I have just placc*<i before the house, viz., 
that the conduct of the Magistrate was quite inipro)>er and illegal, ami the 
High Court sent the case back to he tried b\ some other Magistrate. So 
another Magistrate took up the case, and it must he said that h(‘ trie(l the 
case })roperly, and there was a conviction Tficrc was an apjieal against 
that order of conviction to the Sessions .liidge, hut the conviction was up- 
held. Then this matter was taken up to the High Court I do not 
know at whose cost. I cannot imagine that the constables bore the cost 
themselves. However, the High Court also upheld the convictions. Now, 
my Lord, I mmst at once confess that as an isolated case of op[)ressi(»n and 
injustid'e, it does not amount to very much, hut there is something more l>elow' 
the surface. What is the moral of all this? What <ioes it really signify? 
How is it that these low-paid police constables^ there was also the head 
constable and the sub-inspector have the courage to do all thc.se things in 
broad daylight on a public road? How is it Diat their conscience did not 
make them cowards? On the other hand, how is it that tliey proceedeil from 
one illegality to another, and then marcheil off all these pexiple like 
crimiiials to the thana? The only possible argument is that the constables 
must have known that they w^oiild not have been seriously ^ken to task by 
the higher authoritiee, and this is a supposition which is justified by the 
events that subsequently followed. How' is it that this District Magistrate 
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did not at once take vigorous action in the matter ? The explanation, 1 
think, will be found in the comments of the Bombay Chronicle, which said : — 

Those who have carefully .studied the case from the beginning to 
the end know not whom to admire — the policemen or the former 
District Magistrate — for the stranger parts they played, in 
this connection. We intend to publish some facts of the case 
which will show how the ‘ ma bap ' of the district took the 
erring policemen 'undtr his bosom just its a hen does her young 
ones under her wings and thereby needlessly retarded the course 
of the trial. 

1 tliink when all the facts have been gone into, it cannot be said that 
there is the least exaggeration in the cominentvS of the Bombay Chronicle. 
There was the District Magistrate who, if not actually, almost tried to hush 
up the matter, and issued a prcxess against one man under section 323, just to 
save countenance. In that view of the matter, my Lord, this is a serious 
thing and not merely an isolated act of oj)])ression. In this connection, I 
must really draw Youi- Excellency’s attention t,o the part played by the 
Superintendent of Polue and the District Magistrate. The Sujierintendent 
of J^)lice investigated the matter, and under his orders one man only was 
prosec'uted for giving a lathi blow to the Executive Engineer, and his sugges- 
tion was taken up by the District Magistrate. The iMstrict Magistrate did 
not think it projier to pnx’eed against the other constables. There is some- 
thing like a wrong impression in the minds of our public servants about their 
real jiosition with respect to the public. They do not think that they are 
servants of the public. On the contrary, the ojiposite view is taken by them; 
and if any illiterate low-paid constable takes this view, it is only (Jue to the 
higher authoritie-s. 1 do not think they would have ventured to go to that 
length if they did not know that there was the Superintendent of Police and 
tlie District Magistrate to help them, and as the llon’ble Judges of the High 
Court remarked, that if such a thing could hajipen in the neighbourhood of 
Calcutt-a, in the presence of respectable ])eople of the town in respect to a 
high (Government official, one could well imagine the fate of an ordinary 
fierson in a remote village In that view of the matter I thought it pro)>er 
to draw^ Your Excellency’s attention to the matter, and T ]>roposed that a 
committee of non-officials and officials be a])pointcd to investigate this matter, 
and a suitable f)unishTnent be served to all those who, in this connec'tion, liave 
brought the name of the (Goveimment into disrepute. The Government is 
not responsible for this, but all the same the result it that Government has 
got the blame. The meanest acts of the jiolice result in discredit to the 
Government. So this is a matter Avhich recpiires thorough investigation, so 
tliat such things might be put a stop to in the future. 


The Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler said : — 

“ My Lord, the resolution which has just been moved is what I should 
describe as of a thoroughly bad and dangerous type, which this Council, 
both forjts reputation now% and still more for its reputation in the future, 
would do well to hesitate before it endorses. This is nothing less than an 
attempt to bring before this Council, by way of a request for enquiry by a 
committee', action which has been taken in the judicial courts, and to 
examine executively the propriety of the action of the courts. 

That being the type of the resolution, one was somewrhat interested to 
hear what were the HonTde Member's reasons for moving it. His reasons 
were clearly not in order to ensure the punishment of a certain number of 
constable? who misbehaved themselves. I shall be able to show to tlie (Council 
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that these constables have already been j)iini.shed, both judieiallv 
and departmentally. His reasons cannot inerelv have l>een to mve to the 
Council a rfeum6 of the facts in a criminal case' which is now a' vear old. 
After all, we are not students of criimnologv that the time of the Council 
.should be occupied in studying the annals of the local Old llailevs Hut we 
get closer to his reasons when we find him bringing the charge' against the 
District MAgistratc, that iiisteH(i ol puinshiiij,^ tlic culprits pruptM'ly, he trioii 
to cjuash the proceedings. After saying so much, possilih owing to (luaiiiis 
of conscience, the Hon ble IVleinher seemed t-o withdraw tiu' suggestion that 
the proceedings had been quashed, but his dinideuce did not last long, and 
lie soon again worked himself up to tlie statement that the District Magis- 
trate tried to hush uj) the M’hole atfair, that tlie executive authorities failed 
to realise the responsibilities of their position, and that the jiolice, knowing 
full well that they could always count upon the unscrupulous protection of 
the executive, naturally showed little hesitation in taking brilies ami othw- 
wise misconducting themselves. Sucli statements, taken with u desire to 
bring into a resolution which will attain a certain amount of publicitv, 
question- begging phrases like “ bringing public servants to book. ‘ public 
servants who have offended ’against law and justice.' ‘ public' servants who 
abuse their official y)osition and are guilty of gross dereliction of dutv.’ and 
so on, give us a due to the Hon ’hie Member's motives. They are morel v those 
which we have in the yiast imticed as iindcrlving so mau\ Of tho 
Hon’ble Member's spet'ches in tliis Council, nami'ly. tlie desire- which 
ap])arently is congenial to him- to throw mud at any oHicml who is within 
range of his missiles. 

Now, Sir, the Ron'ble Member has stated that he is anxious to lay the 
full facts before the ( 'Ouncil in an accurate manner. We wel(‘omed the assur- 
ance, as it was rather needed, but I shall be able to show that, in reality, he 
has represented the facts in a manner that is neither full nor accurate. 

The occurrence, which is the occasion of his resolution, took place on the 
2n(l duly 191(1, ami altliough he has gone through various incidents of 
it with much embroidery nnd wu’th a somewdiat confusing mixture of facts 
and comments, I am obliged to try if> state again, very shf)rt)y, what (he facts 
are. As T have said, this incident took place on the ‘i?nd of duly, over a year 
ago. 

What hap})ened was that three wnanen were selling vegetables on the 
road at Howrah. A constable—Murabbi Singh — tried to take pice from 
them. A neighliouring gentleman, quite firopcriy, to'»k down the number 
of the constable, and another (an Executive Engineer named Hankim Krishna 
Ghose, opposite whose house all this occurred) said tliat the hawkers were 
on his private land The constable did not heed him. and, aided by two 
others who happened to l)e near, began to Tnole»st the women. One of the 
latter constables ran off to the thana ami gave infi»rmation to the sub- 
inspector that the yiolice were henng attacked in tiie execution of their duty. 
On that information, the thana officer sent out a junior sub inspector and a 
head-constable, with seven other constables, wifli orders to arre.st the 
offenders. The party w^as met by the constable wlio was the original .source 
of all this trouble, together with hi^ c()mf>an!on, and a general altercation 
ensued l>etween the police party, thus twelve in all. and the residents who ha<l 
intervened, in the course of which the yiolice arrested the owuier of the 
house, his son and four neighlx)urs- six men in alD-and took them to the 
thana. 

Now, in view' of the finding of the High Court, which, of course, we fully 
accepi, there is not the slightest doubt that there was most ill-disciplined 
and discreditable action on the part of the constable.s, for which there was 
not the slightest excuse. The findings of the courts in the main ease have 
been consistently against them, and they have be?n punished. At the thana, 
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this Executive Engineer lodged a first information, and on the succeeding 
day three other private gentlemen lodged complaints, a fact of which the 
Hon’ble Member has made no mention whatsoever. The first information 
was lodged against the head-constable, Murabbi Singh, by name, and eight 
or ten others; the three complaints were against three constables who were 
alleged to have assaulted the individual complainants. There was also a 
counter-charge on the part of the police. The papers came before the Dis- 
trict Magistrate, and he directed an inquiry by the Deputy Magistrate. I 
submit that that was not in any sense an unreasonable thing for him to do. 
He had these various charges tefore him, and underlying the \vhole case 
there were circumstances to which the Hon’ble Member has again made no 
allusion, but wdiich did afford some ground for doubt, and they were these. 
Throughout the case it was argued on behalf of the police that there was no 
common intention of creating a riot. The thana party had been sent out 
under the orders of their official superior, acting on information received, 
to effect certain arrests. The question was how far all of them .subsequent- 
ly joined in an unlawful common object. It is true that the courts eventually 
found that there was a common unlawful intention, but, at the early stages, 
it was perfectly arguable point in the mind of the District Afagistrate how 
far the police were acting in concert to the extent of bringing about a riot, 
or whether they me-^ely individually committed certain offences. Apparent- 
ly, in that view, the District Magistrate directed a Deputy Magistrate to 
make an enquiry. The latter took up the enquiry at once and submitted 
his report on the 16th July, not an unreasonabiy long period, bearing in mind 
that there was a considerable amount of conflicting evidence, and that the 
case had created some local excitement- That report of the Deputy Magis- 
trate has been represented by the Hon’ble Member as having entirely found 
against the police, in the fact of wffiich finding he argues that the Distrii’t 
Magistrate, from sheer perversity, refused to take any action. The Hon’ljle 
Member has made no mention of the fact that the Deputy Magistrate exon- 
erated the sub-inspector, while he thought that the head constable went there 
in good faith and under orders; further that there w^as no evidence of com- 
mon rioting, although individufil constables deserved prosecution. That was 
the finding, and I put it to the Council that the version given bv the Hon’ble 
Member is absolutely misleading and inaccurate. 

In the face of that finding, which reached the District Magistrate on the 
16th July, what he did was to issue summonses in these three private com- 
plaints — another fact which the Hon’ble Member has entirely snpfiressed, 
leaving the Council to understand that the District Magistrate took no action 
whatever. On the contrarv, he issued summonses. Tbe cases duly came on 
for trial, and were disposed of in about a month’s time, one of the constables 
being convicted by the same District Magistrate, who has been alleged to have 
been shielding the police, and sentenced to six weeks’ rigorous imprisonment. 
The other two constables were acquitted, because the District Magistrate 
thought that the identification of their having actually committed the offence 
failed. That was a judicial finding; if it is to be upset, it should be upset by 
a judicial court, and the District Magistrate should be above attack on that 
account. Equally, if the accused were not proved to have committed an 
offence, they are entitled to justice even if they happened to be constables. 

But apart from these three cases and the first information, to which I 
will revert presently, there was another case. The constable—Murabbi 
Singh —who first of all tried to blackmail the women, was prosecuted, by 
the police — not by a private complaint, but by the same police authorities who 
have been held up to iraominy by the Hon’ble Member. He was convicted 
by the same District Magistrate, and got four months on the 19th August, 

I will now come back to the first information of the Executive Engineer, 
which was laid at the thana. The final report was submitted on the 28th 
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July, and it found that there was a non-cognizable offence against one man— 
the head-constable— under section 'Ihe District Magistrate proceedt^td 

on that report m a perfectly reasonable way, on the 29th July, to issue a 
summons against this man on that non-cogni/abie charge It will in* remem- 
bered that there were already three other complaint {*ases against three 
constables, so altogether 4 men were put on their defence, on individual acts 
of assault. On the 8th August, the cojnplainant, Uabu liankim Chandra 
Ghose, put in a petition asking that the other constables might be summoned 
also, on the theory of general unlawtul intent and riot. The District Alagis- 
trate called for the police papers, and there was delay on account of the 
accused being ill; but eventually, on the 2:ird of August, ‘he passed an order 
of which the Hon ble Member has given an ahsolutelv misleading version to 
the Council. The Hon’ble Member has given ns to understand that the 
District Magistrate then left everything to a subordinate magistrate, after 
giving an adverse opinion on the case, and firactically saying. ‘ Let us hear 
no more about this,’ deliberately hinting to the subonlinale magistrate to 
acquit. 

But what the District Magistrate really said was this ‘ ] li:ive already 
heard most of the evidence in connection with other cases I have also 
perused the report of the Deputy MagistraU\ In m\ <>[)inion no ('ommon ob- 
ject has been proved, and no charge of rioting can be made out. As the 
complainant wishes to proceed on these charges, 1 do not think I should try 
the case.’ 


What could be fairer than that? The Distrut Magistrate had heard 
a good (leal alioiit the cas(‘. in the complaint cast's wbuli he had tried, 
and it w^as in the utmost fairness to the complamanl thai he said h(‘ would 
not try the first information case. Nothing could be fairer than the view of 
the District Magistrate, and it has merely Ikmui mi.srepresented in this Coun- 
cil. Against that order a motion was eventually made to the High Court. 
The High (\)nrt lield tliat there was a primn fnrir ease of noting, and on 
the 22nd October ordered a trial on that charge. On the 12tli .lanuary, 
out of 12 accused in that case, 8 were sentenced to tw'o months’ rigorc^us 
imprisonment each- The sub- inspector was acquitted, liecausc* the trying 
Magistrate was not satisfied that he took any part in the noting Iliree 
other constables were acquitted, as they could not be identified as liaving 
taken part in the riot. But 8 men were sentenced, so in all, out of IJ men 
implicated in this affair, 9 have l>een sentenced to inijinsonment and 4 
acquitted. I venture to think that the Ilon'ble M(‘mler lias in no sense 
impressed the full facts upon the attention of the Council 

So much for the judicial proceedings: next as to departmental action. 
The whole 12 men have lieen dismissed, and firoceedings arc fxmding against 
the sub inspector. That is how the department has taken action. Nine 
men convicted, 12 men di.smis.sed. and one jirocw lings pending, while over 
and above all thi.s, the thana sub-insjiecUm is l>emg prosecaited for perjury. 
The Hon’ble Member has tried to leave the inifuvssion on the mind of the 
Council that no action of any kind has Inxm taken against tln^se of.mers, who, 
on the contrary, have been deliberately shielded and [)rot(‘cfed. Ihe gross 
inaccuracy of the sugge.stion will be ajifiarent 


We will now proceed U) examine the action of the oth(T officers who have 
taken part in these proceedings. I f>rof>ose to say no more in c^irmei^tion wuth 
the policje, as I submit, that on the facts as 1 have detailed them, full 
judicial and departmental action has already Ixxm taken. But we will 
now to the District Magistrate, wdio, of course, is the man that the Hon ble 
Babu Akhil Chandra Datta wants to get at. The simfdest way of 
discussing his case is to go serially through wTiat has been said against him, 
and see what has to be said on the other side. 

The strictures against the Magistrate rest <*n the remarks of the High 
Court, and the first time the case went before the High Court was on the 
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motion that a case should be instituted against 12 men instead of one. Mr. 
Justice Iluda then said that he was not satisfied with the way in which the 
case had l)een dealt with by the District Magistrate. He observed: ‘ We 
do not think that the District Magistrate was justified in holding that no 
charge of rioting could be made out, and that no offence under section 147 was 
disclosed.’ 

This remark of the High Courtnvas, of course, perfectly legitimate, and 
must be accepted as the finding of the superior judicial court, but I have 
endeavoured to show that the District Magistrate took an arguable view, 
although, as subsequently found by superior judicial authority, it was a 
mistaken view. That is nothing more than what occurs in many judicial 
nroceedings, and it is a matter for judicial procedure to rectify, as it did. 
Then the judgment goes on: ‘ The procedure adopted by the District 
Magistrate was not in accordance with law\ Instead of examining the 
complainant on oath at once, as the law requires, he examined him 15 days 
later. . . His examination of the complainant was very unsatisfactory. 

The questions put by him to the complainant were more in the nature of cross- 
examination intended to discredit the statements made in the petition of 
complaint, than for the purpose of eliciting the real facts of the case.* 

This, again, is a judicial pronouncement, but in fairness to the District 
Magistrate, I would submit with the utmost deference that this case was 
instituted on first information at the thana on the 2nd July, and there was no 
necessity, as I read the law, for the Magistrate to have examined the 
complainant at all when the latter filed a petition on the 8th August. The 
case had already been instituted, and an order for summons had l^en j)assed 
on the 29th July. 

Then we come to the next charge, that the examination of the com- 
plainant was very unsatisfactory. The Hon’lde Mover desired to lay parti- 
cular stress on this charge, and in order to judge of it 1 will quote what the 
District Magistrate actually recorded as the statement of Bankim Krishna 
Ghose, which was this: ‘ I did not dictate this petition. I read it through 
and am satisfied with it. I heard Bankim Babu ’ (that was the thana sub- 
inspector) ‘ say to Majid * (that was the junior sub-ins[)ector whom he sent 
with the })arty) “ Why do you allow the constables to arrest gentlemen of 
this sort and to bring them in custody? T simply told you to removi* the 
obstacles from the road in connection with the vegetables sellers Majid 
did not rejily. Tliis was before 1 WTote down inv statement. No constable 
replied, when Majid was rebuked. Bankim spo\e in Bengali.’ 

Now that is wdmt the District Magistrate actually wrote down, and I put 
it to the Council, that, apart from the first sentence, there is little that can 
be described as cross-examination. As regards the so-called cross-examina- 
tion, the petition put in covered 4 pages of typewritten matter, and I submit 
that the District Magistrate was not acting altogether unreasonably in ask 
ing the i)etitioner ‘ Did you dictate this, or did somebody else write it for 
youT 


So much for the first High Court’s order ; the second time the case came 
before the High Court was in appeal against the conviction. The orders 
of the High Court, naturally, do not reflect upon the action of the different 
courts, but they made various comments as to the behaviour of the constables, 
and concluded that ‘ but for the public-spiritednevss of the complainant, tlu? 
grave misconduct of the police officers concerned, would never have b^n 
successfully investigated.’ From the point of view of the present resolution 
there is little in this to answer, but if the remark which T have just quoted is 
to be taken as a reflection on the District Magistrate, I would only observe 
that it is a somewhat dangerous comment. In all judicial procedure the 
machinery of the law is' somewhat cumbrous. There are motions and 
appeals, and in accordance with that judicial procedure all that happened 
in this case vTas that the Magistrate gave an order which the High Court found 
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to be incorrect in law. That sort of thing occurs every dav in our courts 
and will continue as long as man is fallible and there is a system of appeal 
^;iich as there is in India. ^ 

• Well, Sir, I have now gone through the various facts of the case- 1 have 
given a full and complete version of them to the Council; 1 have shown that 
far from the police having been shielded,.far from their having Ihhmi protect- 
ed from the consequences of their delinquencies, out of 13, 12 have l>een 
dismissed and 9 have been imprisoned As regards the District M agist rat(‘ 
I have endeavoured to show that his action was inspired 1>\ reasonable 
motives, and he himself took part- in bringing the otbuiding polici*men to 
justice. If this is so, what is there for this mixed committee of olhcials and 
non-officials to enquire into? Executively, adequate action has Iven taken; 
judicially, the remedy lies with the courts, not with tlie executive 1 sulunil 
that there is not the slightest justification for the llon ble Mover liavmg 
taken up the time of this Council in this resolution. insjiircMl, 1 can onl\ .sav 
as I said at the beginning, by a desire to fling mud at public servants, ’ anil 
officials in general, and police officers in particular, and in tiiat mud \ am 
content to leave him.” 


The Hon*bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

My Lord, it has l>een .said that my account uas inaci mate 1 have 
listened to the .speecli of the Hoirble Sir lbMir\ W Ikm'Iim' with the utmost 
respect, and all that 1 have Ikhmi able to gatht*r is that I'li.ivt* onutti'd souk' 
facts which he has mentioned but c(*rtaijd\ I ne\ei- sugLn*st(Ml tliat I had 
everything. What I said was whethm- ni\ st.itmiMmt was tni(‘ oi not, so 
far as it goes There were .several other issues I did not mmition them, 
'('he whole (piestion is wdiether tho.se other facts arc inconsistimt with the 
facts which \ have stated I am glad. h(»wever, that it is a<lniitt(*d that Uie 
conduct of the jiolice was most di.sgrac(‘ful and ! oni\ wish that that was 
the view wducli had l>een taken by the SujiermtemhMit of Police and the Dis- 
trict Magi.strate. Much has l>een made of the fact that out r>f |3 persons, 
9 have been sentenced to imprisoniiHmt ddiat is a fact, but I think that in 
a case like this only some jnstic’e has Ihhmi done to the agg!’io\ed parl \ . hecan.se 
it will he in the recollection of tliis liouse. and I dislimtly statiMl it 
that 1 used these words in all fairne.ss to the District Magistrate who tried 
this ca.se, and the Se.ssions Judge who heard the appeal, that thiw dnl justice 
I never pa.ssed over that fact, 1 di.stinctly mentiom'd it After all, that is 
not my point. My j)oint is this; that so far as the District Magistrate is 
concerned, he did not take projier action, sufficient l\' vigorous aTid energetic 
action T never complained of tlie action which was taken subsequent to 
the orders of the High Court. T never suggested an\ thing like that 

As regards my comment about the District Magistrate, my whole cre- 
dit is based upon the findings of the Honourahle High ( oiirt. Sir Henry 
Wheeler laid that before the Councnl, and 1 do not know' wJiat he meant to 
say, or whether he meant to make comments uf>on the comments of the Hon- 
ourable High Court. In reply to him. I would say that the jiidKaal findings 
are there, and he ought not to deal lightly with them If after all I make 
out a case, baaed upon the judicial findings, of the High ( oiirt, the highest 
tribunal of the land, T do not think I slionid lx* reasonahlv found fault wdth. 

Now what is the finding of the High C.ourt, vi? , that the District 
Magistrate acted against the lawy that he did not realise the gravity of the 
occasion; these were the observations of the High Court, and hv a curious 
coincidence the Judge of the High Court is the sanie gentleman who ^cd U) 
occupy the very place now occupied by the Hon hie Sir Henry Wheeler. 
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Therefore, from more than one point of view it can be said that these 
were th(‘ comments upon which 1 could reasonably base my case. Then it has 
been said that these ])eople have been departmen tally punished. That is a 
very good thing, for which we are grateful to the authorities. I distinctlv 
said, any number of times, that as an isolated case, this case of police oppres 
sion does not mean very much. I wanted to suggest that these isolated cases 
are {jossible, because tliere is something rotten in the state of Denmark. I 
wished to draw the attention of Government to the matter. It has been 
suggested that my object was to throw mud at the officials. My reply is 
this: if there is any official who is guilty of anything, is it not right to draw 
the attention of Government to that guilt? In any case, I was only appealing 
to Your Excellency’s Government to redress this wnmg and that I did because 
I held that there is no other authority than Your Kxcellency’s Government who 
can deal with the matter when a public servant fails in his duly. 1 shall go 
further and say this. If any member of the public, not to speak of Your 
FA’ccllenoy’s Council, brings such mattefs before Your Excellency’s Government, 
then the (iovernttient has no reason to be dissatisfied with him. On the 
contrary, they should be grateful to him. He would be doing a service to the 
(ioverninent by drawing the attention of Government to the misconduct of any 
public servant. Now, 1 take it. that when You?’ Excellencv admitted this 
resolution for discussion in this (Vnincil, 1 take it T had a right io present my 
case before the Council, and 1 take it that was the view taken by Your 
Exctdlencv also, otherwuse Your Excellency would not have admitted the 
resolution for discussion As regards one point I have omitted, it has been 
suggest(‘(l that the Magistrate thought that tluTC was no common oliject, and 
Sir Henry Wheeler thought it was an arguable point. I shall accept that 
position. T shall concede for argumiuit's sake that the District Magistrate’s 
rinding was an arguable point. If that was so, what should have l>een his 
decision iitider the circumstances Certainly not to brush aside the whole 
thing once for all without going into the matter Even if it was an arguable 
matter, it ought to have been gone into. Then, mv Lot*d, the Deputv Magis- 
trate who en(]uired into the matter also found that these people were acting 
under orders, and therefore justified their conduct Now this is reallv sub- 
ordinating the action of tlie District Magistrate by the action of the Deputy 
Magistrate. But the whole point is whether that was the view^ which ought 
to have been taken at that stage. T can well understand, if the Deputv 
Magistrate tried the cavse after going through the evidence, he would have 
found that there was no common object of rioting. Mv complaint is. that if 
it was an arguable point, it should have been sent to the Deputy Magistrate 
without any comment by the District Magistrate. 


The order of the 23rd August passed by the District Magistrate has still 
to be justified by Sir Henry Wheeler. My complaint is, that he allowed the 
case to go to someone else; but why did he express that opinion ? Was it not 
paralysing the hands of the Deputv Magistrate? Of course in theorv it is 
all right to say that the Deputy Magistrate is an independent man, but we 
all know for a fact, that after an opinion like that from the District Magis- 
trate. there is not one person who will have the courage to assert his own 
views, and therefore it is only fair that the case should have gone to the sub- 
ordinate magistrate without any expressed view. 


My Lord, there are other things about the case which are of a minor 
character, and I do not like to take up the time of the Council with them. 
After the general remarks made from such high places about the tone and so 
on of speeches made, it is really discouraging. In future, I shall feel hesita- 
tion in putting matters before Ihe Council, for fear that Sir Henry Wheeler 
will come down on me and tell me not to trouble myself with these things. 
Cases should be judged on their merits, and not by general observations upon 
the tone of the speeches.'* 
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The motion being put, a division was taken, with the following re.sult 


Ayes — 9. 

The Hon'ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar, 
Kt. 

• 

*’ Babu Brojendra Kis- 

hor Ray Chaudhuri. 

” Dr. Abdulla-al- 

Mamiin Sulira- 
wardy. 

” Kban Saliib Aman 

Ali. 

Rai Sri Nath Ray 
Bahadur. 

Babu Akhil Chandra 
Datta. 

Rai .Maheiidra Clian- 
dra Mitra Bahadur. 

Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri 

Babu Sarat (diandra 
Chakrabarttv. 


Noes 17. 

Ihe Hon'ble Sir Henry Wheeler, 

K.( M.L.. r.s.i. 

The Maharajadhi- 
, rain Ikihadur of 

Biirdwan, K.c.s.i., 

K.r.l.E., 1.0 M 

Sir diaries Steven- 
son Moo re, k.C.l.K., 
iw.o. 

Mr. H 1.. Stephen 
son, (M.K. 

Ma )()r ( leneral W II. 
B Ibibinson, r.B.. 

T.M.S 

Mr V A A (‘owley, 

Mr M (' MiAljun 
Mr L S S O'Mai 

1(‘\ . (M.K. 

Mr C N Ron 
Mr A Man- 
Mr W W Horiielb 

(M.K 

** Khan Bahadur 

Maulvi Animnl 
Islam 

’’ " Sir Ibajimdra Nath 

Mooklierj(‘e, k.c.i.r. 
Mr 1) M Iliad 
lev 

Mr M Cat heart 
Mr K M Watson 
Sinylh 

” Mr W !> Travers. 

O.B.R. 


The following members were absent 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. Monahan 

” Mr. d. R- Blackwood 

Mr. J. Donald. r.i.E. 

” the Nawab Hahadur of Murshidabad 
’ ” Mr. F. M. I.eslie. 

Mr. Amimir Rahman 

’ ” Raja Hrisbikesh I. aha, r.i.E. 

” Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter, r.i E. 


1 "A A 
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The Hon’hle Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji. 

” Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Kay. 

” Mr. Ariin Chandra Sin^i^ha. 

” ” Kai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur. 

Kai Radlia Charaii Pal Bahadur. 

Mr. A. D Pick/ord. 

” Mr. W. II. l»helps. 

Mauivi Alml Kasein. 

Maulvi A K Fazl iil-IIaq. 

Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

Mr. AltafAli. 

Babu Surendra Nath Ray. 

Babu Mahendra Nath Ray, c.i.e. 

” ’’ Mr. K B. Dutt. 

The Ayes bein^^ \) and tlie Noes 17 the iiioliofi was lost. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 13. 

Tn the absence of the Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder Milter and with 
tl)e ])erinissioii of llis Exeellenev, the Presiihnit. the Hon’ble Babu Sara! 
ChiAndra Chakrabartty inovc^d the following resolution: — 

This Council reeonunends to tlie (Joveinor in Council that in making 
all(>tnients of the additional elected seats, ^nanled by Government to a district 
boa I'd witli effect from the next t(‘rni, re_i:;a?‘(l be had to tlu' necessity for ])!o 
j)ortiona.tely larger representation in the cavSe of siu'h loc'al board areas, as 
are comparatively insanitary or otherwise demand the s])ecial attention of 
the district board. 


lie Raid — 

My Lord, as my Tloirble friend Mr P C Mitter is unavoitlably 
absent, he has asked me to move this resolution on his behalf, and 1 thevefo>’e 
ask Your Excidlcncy’s ])ermission to do so. 

M\ T.ord, tlie (list ra t boards wiu'e created in ISSo under the Local Sed‘- 
CJovernment Act Half the members of tlie distrit't boards are elected by the 
several local boards in the district and half is appointed by the Government. 
That precaution was taken for fear that the local boards might Hood the dis- 
trict boards with a number of their members. That was in 1885. These 
35 jrears that rule has been followed, and the local boards are still electing 
tlie same number of members for the district boards which they did when they 
were first allowed to send members to that body. Recently, by a circular 
order of the Government, the total number of members of tlistrict boards has 
been increased and the same ciiciilar also emjiowers the Government 
to fix the number of the elected number of members of each distrii^t board to 
be two thirds of the whole number of memliers, instead of half. So there 
will be a better opportunity now for the local boards to be represented in the 
district boards in the two following ways: -First, the total number of memliers 
being increased, the number of elected ineml>ers from the local boards will 
also be proportionately increased ; and secondly, the number of elected mem- 
bers being two-thirds instead of half, the proportion of these memliers will 
also be. increased. Now, my Lord, this is just the time when a readjustment 
of t he number of members which each local board should elect for the district 
board ^Ijould be made. Your Excellency knows that in Bengal there are 
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insimitary areas in every district, and especially in the districts of Dacca, 
24-Parganas, Khulna, Jessore, Rajsliahi, etc., and in thosi' areas many 
villages have been depopulated on account of malaria and other disiNisi^s. 
The allotment of seats which was made m 188r) was based on the popu- 
lation basis. Going on that basis, it will l»e found that manv plac*es aie 
in a most disadvantageous jiosition as regards juipulation d'ake for 
instance the case of two local boards in a district. One loc-al board area is 
highly insanitary and on account of niAlaria and other diseases it is very 
sparsely populated. People have gone to healthier places 'the other local 
hoard area, which is healthier, has atli'acted people from diil’erent parts of 
the district, and its pojnilation has steadily inereast‘il Now if. after all 
theae years, a readiustmeiit is made on the po}>ulation basis, then the first 
locftl board area will l>e in a highly disadvantageous position Eacli sub 
division has got a local board, and that local i)oard may not be in a j)osition 
to find competent representatives for the distrua board to iill the immlH*r of 
seats allotted to them 115 years ago when it \Nas iH'tlei* populated Supposing 
a local board was allotted 4 seats, 4 members to 1 h‘ ele(‘le(l from the 4 diiferent 
thanas, but now, owing to depopulation, all thethanas may not he i‘eprescnti‘d, 
and so the local board may Ax' at a disadvantage; therefore, what this resolu 
tioB proposes is, that instead of the po])ulation basis, the loi al eireumstam-es 
of each local board area ought to be taken into eonsui(‘ration in the matter of 
representation on the district board In doing that. I am of opinion that 
we should [iroceed by taking the area basis of each local hoard, ami on that 
the allotment of seats ought to be made. The other da\ this matter wa^ 
brought to Your Excellenc\ s notice hy a reprtvsentatioii ol the Mamkganj 
Local Hoard and Your Lxcelleney wa.s pleased t(» sa\ that reallotments have 
been made and that some moi’c seats havi* Ihmmi al’mtted to tlu^ local hoards 
in jiartieular subdivisions. 1 am <juite aware ol that the total mimht*r oi 
memlxM’^ has been iiu'reased, and the total number oj el(‘ett‘d memln'r.s has 
also been increased, .so, in the ordinary wa\ . eaeli ‘subdivision will have some 
increase What I claim is that insanitarv hual hoard area^ should have 
more represiMitation in the district hoard, loi' m th.it wav tlieii condition tnav 
he improved. With these words. 1 commmid the resolution to the ('ouncil 


The Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur said — 

“ My Lord, I regret 1 cannot sup|)ort thm I'lvsolut loii In all iepii*senta- 
live institutions, the ])rinci})le of election observed i- local area and popula- 
tion in general. Any special and oeeasiona! interests are .saleguarded hv 
nomination. This resolution seeks to create a new preeiMhml wliieh, il 
followed, there will no end of special ea.scs loa’ instaiue. there may 
areas where education is backward or siilfering Irmn ,anv other ineonveuienee 
and people of such areas would come forward tor special representation, and 
1 cannot imagine where it may end. 

Sanitation is not the only matter whieli conm.s up for diseii.ssion and 
deliberation before the district board 'Fhe L-st men competent to deal will) 
all manner of subieets slioiild k^ returned to the <listriet l»oard It strikes me. 
my Lord, whether this will not be an incentive lor anv ingenious memlxT 
attempt U) prove the insanitary condition of lus cori.stituem > in oidci to 
secure more seats. 

The solution re.sts priiKijiallv in I'ur own hiiti.S Tin- Oiairitian of the 
district board is elected, and as 'su.-l, is 

Then, again, the Indian Minister in charge ..t hanitation m 11 natur..ll.v t.ik. 
it up<;n lim^-lf to an^eliorate the eond.t.on of any 

exceptionally in.sanitarv conditions may i.revail M\ Lord, I do not, there 
fore, see at a"ll the necessity or even the desirahility of the mea.sure in ques ion. 

My Lord, the Muhammadans have licen asking for special reiiresentation 
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and backward classes also are following suit. Thus the principle of electidn 
is being whittled down to an extent, when we fear there will remain hardly 
any semblance of real elective system and will land us far from the goal we all 
are so anxious to reach, i.e., true and full representative institutions. There- 
fore, my Lord, I beg to oppose the resolution moved by my hon'ble friend.” 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said; 

“ My Lord, I am sorry that my Jloirble friend, Mr. P. C. Mitter, is not 
here to-day to move the resolution which stands in his name, but the Iton’ble 
Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty, with Your Excellency’s permission, has 
moved the resolution in the Council. What 1 understood from the Hon’ble 
Babu Sarat Chandra (’hakrabartty is this: that he favours the area test to the 
population test which in most cases, is the test at the [iresent moment Head- 
ing the resolution, however, what strikes me is this: that what the Hoii’ble 
Mr. Mitter must have had in his mind is that when this Government is allot- 
ing additional elected seats to district boards from the next term, it should [)ay 
due regard not only to larger representation in the case of local boards, but 
pro[)ortionately larger representation in the case of such local boards wdiose 
areas are comparatively insanitary or demand sfiecdal attention of the dis- 
trict iKiard. Whilst admitting the excellent motive which has prornjited 
my hon’ble friend to bring this resolution, and whilst in no wav desiring to 
convey the idea that the Government is not in syiiif>athy witli him, 1 think 
I will brietiy jioint out to him the difficulties that stand in ni\ wav in accept- 
ing his resolution. The present position is this: 

In April last, we issued a (‘irciilar in which we passed orders 
increasing both the total membershij) of district boards, and atNO the pro- 
jiortion of (deded members. These changes will take effect in each district 
when the term of office of the present members of the district board expires 
In conse(]ueiice of this, the local boards will have to elect more memb. r.^ to the 
district board, and we have called for })ro})osals from the Commissioners, as 
to the allocation to tlie different local boards, of tlie exlia number oi lo 

be filled by election. Hitherto, there lias been no hard ami fast rule as to the 
number of the members of local boards, in consideration of the area and 
population or its local conditions. Whilst in some cases this might be desir- 
able, in jiractice, it would l>e difficult to make such a rule owing to the varying 
circumstances of different areas. Generally, it may be contended (1) that 
the sadar local board is more strongly represented on the district board than 
4 iny other subdivision. For this there is an intelligible cause. As pointed 
oui by the Decentralization Commission in paragraph 737 of their report, 
local, political and business talent is largely concentrated at the headquarters 
of districts, and it would be unwise not to utilise this for the needs of the 
district as a whole, and (2) that in practice there is a tendency for the local 
tlmrds to elect persons w ho reside at district or subdivisional h^- 
quarters. Whilst, therefore, there is a great deal to be said for the princip e 
underlying Mr. Hitter’s proposal, the circumstances of different subdivisions 
within the same district make it difficult to put this principle info practice. 
One subdivision may be relatively well off and another may be poor and thinly 
populated and sparsely developed and at the same time in neea of works 
of local development; but, lieing thinly populated, it may not be possible 
for it to have its proper representation on the district board. It may be argued 
that this could be redressed by means of nomination, specially, as it could not 
lie unreasonMile that backward areas should have a better chance upon the 
.claims on district funds. 
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On the other hand, the criterion suggested by the resolution is vague and 
would be hard to appl^ . In pitictice, it is dillK’ult judge, \n iih pri^'ision, the 
comparative degree of unheiilthiness of these sulKlwisional units, and the ex^ 
tent to which they demand the sj^ecial attention of the district board Those 
which have vociferous advoc^ates, may obtain preterence over others with 
equally great needs who do not advertise their grievances The criterion 
suggest^ is, and must be, uncertain amj tluctiiatmg One part may want a 
railway, another a drainage scheme, a third an eKjiaiision of ju imarv iMlnca 
tioiL It will be a matter of great difliculty to adjiulge iHUween (.‘onllic'ting 
claims of this character. It would be impossible, tlierefore. to lav down any 
general principle such as that suggested by Mr Muter Ail that I can there 
fore promise at present, is that the attention of tlie Oommtssioners will lie 
drawn, that in formulating proposals for allotting extra seats U) local hoards 
they should bear Mr. Milter's idea in mind, and to consider vvhetlier sub 
divisions, with special needs, should not have a larger repirsentation than 
they would ordinarily be entitled to. I think Sarat Hahn will agree that 
(jovernment could not be exjiected to commit itself to the syst^mi which under- 
lies his proposals, hut that^, if these instructions wer(‘ given to the (\miinis 
sioners, in many cases these wishes will, in prai'tue. ln‘ mi‘t i 
may also further mention here, that in view of the fact that huail hoards have 
iiow^ got important functions under tin* Village Self (Jovernment Act in 
connection wdth the union hoards- a fact w hich \ nur l'AC(‘llency1»ronght out 
forcibly in your speech at the Dacca Jhmchavati VonfenMice the other day- 
that as a necessary corollary the (Joveniineiit pnq)os(‘ to consider tin* tjuestion 
of incu'easing the local hoard meinlH^rship idiis will lie all the mor(‘ nei'e*^ 
sary in cases wliere the membership is small, because, otherw'is(\ nearly all 
tlie members of local hoards will antomatically get on to tiic distrud hoard 
From what I have said, my I.ord, it will Ik* clear lo the Ihm hk* move? of 
the resolution, that wdiilst we cannot acc(*pt the resolution as w’ordevl, we 
are accepting verv largely, the spirit of it. ami I hope, with this assiiranc’C. 
the Hon hie mover will not press for his resolution 


The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty said 

“ Mv Lord, 1 am <]Uite satisfied with the assurances nf the Mon hie 
Member in (Large and with Your Kxccllemy Y permission, 1 heg to withdraw 
the resolution.” 

The resolution wvas then by leav(' of the President w i' hdraw n. 


LIST OF BUSINESS- ITEM No. 14. 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty moved the following 
resolution: — 

This Council recommends to the (Jovernor m Council that the status ol 
the Dacca School of Engineering he improve<l ami modihed in the following 
ways: — 

(1) that it l3e named ” the Dacca TechnologicaJ Col Cge, 

(£) that the number of its students he increas(Ml to 4 ) > 

(.?) that Its teachers should hold at least the degr(*e of Pachelor of 

F ni^ineeriim , ... 

{4) that provision he marie for tearh.nK dee. r eal en;.,n«*nng ,n 
' ^ addition to the snhjeets rvh.eh are a ready 

{,5) that hostel aeeommodatirm he provided for at ''“g . 

(6) that the colWe lie transferred to the control of the Diier.toi of 
’ IntolrTi fro,,, tl... »f -l.e »■"> 
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(7) that demonstration shops be opened in connection with the college 
in the following crafts and tliat the services of experts in these 
crafts be secured: — 

(a) sheet metal working; • 

(b) cutlery making; 

(r) pattern making [\nd die sinking ; 

(d) electro plating; 

(e) wire goods and metal colouring; and 

t f) fret saw work and furniture making. 


lie said — 

“ My Lord, last year in this very Council, about this time, the llon'ble 
Babii Sureiidra Nath Ray moved a resolution for improving the condition 
of the Dacca laigineering School. The Llon'ble the Mahara jadhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdw^aii was pleased to assure Kim that certain improve- 
ments would be effected in that school. I am glad to say that some im]>rove- 
ments have already been made, and a few more students were admitted last 
year. The school has been removed to a very commodious building, the former 
press building of the late Eastern Bengal (Government, a governing body has 
b(*en a[)pointed, and the headmaster is now being called the Lrincipal. 
hi my humble opinion these imjirovements. however, go for almost nothing, 
in connection with the improvements jiroposed for the Dacca Engirieeruig 
School. Of course 1 am aw'art* that tliere was a great consensus of o)Mnion 
on the part of the (lovernment and of the majority of the members of this 
('kiuiicH w’lio come from Western Bengal, that then^ ought nol to be an 
engineei’ing college at I)acc*a, while some years ago a pioposal was made 
that the Sibpui' Engineering (’ollege shouhl be shitted to Dac'ca, and there 
was a great hue and cry again.st it; and the Hon'ble Balm Surendra Nath 
Ray last year in a speech in this (k^uncil said that he was very ghn] and 
relieved to learn that the (lOvernment had decided that the Sibpur Engincei - 
ing Oollege would not be removed to Dacca) or anywhere else. I am not 
pressing for a college on the lines of Sibjmr at present ; that w'ould depend 
wdien the Dacca TTiiversitv w’as started, and it will rest wath that bod\ to 
consider whether there should be a Faculty of langineering in connection 
wdth tlie University or not. My object in moving this resolution is not to 
establish a second engineering college in the Presidency. My object is to 
convert the existing school at Dacca, humble as it is, into a technological 
institution. If there is any objection to call it a Technological College, 1 
would modify mv resolution, and call it a technological school, but what 1 
waint is that* the instructions that are to be given in that siHiool ought to be 
technological in their nature. 1 want the Dacca S(‘hool of Engineering to 
teach mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, boiler engineering, 
=ianitary engineering, water-works engineering, telegraph and telephone 
mgineering, and besides that, there should be demonstration shops with 
i'xperts in charge. Now this wamld appear to l>e a very large order, and I 
mi told bv high authorities that this would mean crores of rupees, and it 
las been decided that there should he one such technological college in 
:he whole of India. I do not want that crores of rupees should be spent on 
i first grade college at Dacc'-a. I will be satisfied wdth only a second grade 
echnological college, if you like to call it so, at Dacca. Let there be a first 
trade college with crores of rupees either in Bombay or Calcutta, but I want 
hat the Dacca school or college, as it is, or as it should lie, ought to be more 
useful. I say this because by a recent circular of the Government of India, 
t has b^n ordered that the upper subordinate classes, of all the engineering 
nstitutions in the country, at Sibpiir, Dacca and other places, should be 
ibolished. It is very difficult to understand what is to be the scope of these 
chools which are novv existing. 
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The Public Works Department Resolution No. 102, dated the Oth^ifc 
April 1920, has passed the following order: ‘ The upper sulxirdinate estab- 
lishment will be maintained for the present, but no further recruitment of 
upper subordinates will be made after the students in the colleges v>n the 1st 
of^February 1020 have been absorlied. The upper sulxirdinate establish- 
ments will* then gradually be reduced until it ceases to exist. Classes for 
upper subordinates, at engineering institutions, will lie discontinued \Nhen the 
students now in the classes have complAed their course of insfrut'tion.* 

So that these upper subordinate classes of the Dacca Engineering School 
will be abolished, and 1 think steps have been taken to disi'ontinue them. 

I do not understand what the aim and object of the engineering schools would 
he. They now train upper subordinate and lower suliordinate men; and 
wdien these luiper subordinate classes go. 1 do not know what will be done 
with the students who have l>een admitted in the Dacca Ihigineering school 
this year These students will go without any aim I'hev will attend the 
courses, and then they will not be able to get any appointments, so that they 
will be placed in a highly uncertain position My object is that this institu- 
tion be converted into ‘a technological school or college, so that tiie course^ 
that are now being taugl.t, may retained, so that 

subordinates may continue to tie trained there, and th.,\ ., . iy',,nd 

eranloved hv the local bodies, nuinicipalities and district lio.iid.s. and 
other business people who want technical overseers to .siipervi.sc their work. 

If these classes lie discontinued, wlK>re would these local bodies and bii.siness 
Bml pM tor llir.r >vo,k > My .,.®.,uo„ ,l,»l 'I”” ' 

retimed with some additional courses, the currunhim heiiig so dnidtd that 
[hese instructions he imparted m those branches, eiectnral eiigiiieenng, e c., 
whS, 1 l ive mentioned. 1 know that there was a.i electrical engineering 

who had started a lug electrical if j{^ pnUMIlo Rs 1.5.000 

Sidiool , lower luiuse used to Mwir work- 

a vear .Now *•>‘'1 ^ Hoard. 

<iho[)s, the old niachiner) of the . ( I ‘ ‘ for llmt What 1 projio.HP 

and the school authorities will get some ‘ „ ,,'f „ |f,te 

i. that this electrical work.sliop i ,H,dersta..d is 

machineries, and the money trom ,1 . , utilised for this purpose 

Ftill in deposit in the name of the sch )> , • Pnivcrsilv huildmgs, and 

They will .,«,,,.ly the wh N-w." "I "r'.'' 

the I'niversity Will pay fortius • . j, (ienartment Therelorc. I do 

it will increase the efficiency not he re established 

not see w hy this electrical enginc'e ^ I ‘ 
in connection with this school. 

Then there is anothea- iurviv'claafies should 

ago some gentleman took it ” ' ! ] Mvnamati, and they were 

not be held at Dacca, and shoul lie re k,v ,i 

removed there 1 understand t^ t t ( re opening the 

re-opened at Dacca, but 1 do not ' j students to go to Mynamati for 

finst year classes here fenS is < nite wid^ 

the remaining instructions 1 H' the sui vev clas.ses at Mynamati, 

survey schools, and 1 would ”|^f, jmd the expenditure will not 

if such classes are re-established at Dacca at 

be much either. machineries for a workshop, and 

Mv Lord, here we have got plan ■ . fp^imological training could 

•I comiodious building and with a ni ■ ■ our 

be imparted to the students here, we ar 
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% industries, the whole world is trying to develop industries, and why siiould 
Bengal lag behind in this respect? Let the Eastern Bengal boys have a 
chance of getting admission into a technological institution there, instead of 
liaving to got to Calcutta. The number of students here is about 300. 1 
want U) raise it to 400. 'fhere will be sufficient accommodation for 100 
boys more, and boarding houses can also be constructed for at least 50 boys 
more. 

»• 

Then, as regards the teaching staff, the teachers have got great gi'iev- 
ances. All the B.K.’s who were on the staff belong to the Subordinate 
Service, except one, who is in the Provincial Service. There are oniy two 
B.Sc.’s belonging to the SubordinaU^ Educational Service, and the other 
teachers are all upper subordinates. I do not see why all these teachers should 
be in the Subordinate Educational Service, although some of them are 
serving for aliout 10 or 17 years without a transfer; they ought to be placed 
in the same cadre as those who are Assistant Masters of /alia schools and 
Sufierintendents and Inspectors of Schools. 

1 hope that the Ilon’ble Member in charge will kindly consider the case 
of th(^ Dacca Engineering School more favourably. If you are not going 
to abolish the school, you ought to improve it ainl make it a better institution, 
so tliat it would open a career for our young men, and try to helf) to 
develop the indu.stries of the country. In this connection, I wall quote from 
a sfieech of Ills Excellemw the Viceroy, whicli he delivered at the ('onvoca- 
tion of the Calcutta University in December IhlH. He .^aid ‘ that Indian 
men, not Indian men oidy as labourers, but as leaders, who wnll turn their 
attention to industrial enterprises and ef|Uij) themselves for a great industrial 
regeneration in Indfa,’ and where are they to get tliis efjuipment unless it 
is taught at these engineering schools, either at Sibpur or Dacca or elsewhere? 
So I trust that this engineering school wall be converted into a technological 
college or school. 

The school ought to he transferred from the Department of Education 
to the Department of Industries. It is a teclinical schofil whii'h ought to he 
placisl under teclinical siqiervision. as was recommended by the Industrial 
( -0111 mission.’' 


The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar said : — 

“ My Lord, though (‘oming from Western Bengal, [.think it my duty to 
supf)ort this jiroposal for raising the status of the Daci a Ejigineeriiig School 
to that of a secondary engineering college. 1 believe that tlie only liasis for 
an industrial life is training in engineering, and, for a matter of that, in a 
little ehemistry W'ithont such knowledge of chemistry and. engineering, it 
has become extremely difficult for employers in many industries to select their 
assistants 1 know tliere is a good deal of differeiu'e of opinion in regard to 
this matter, but I think that an enginem'ing school of the proper sort w^ould 
lie an asset to this country, and therefore 1 think it m\ duty heartily to sup- 
port this pro])osal. My Eorvl, the industrial instinct of my people has 
to be roused, and it can only be roused by such education; and the more such 
education is spread in Bengal, the better for Bengal, the i>etter for all India. 
This will serve another purpose indirectly; it w ill hel]) the diversion of that 
channel of literary and legal education wdiich has given us the epithet, of a 
top heavy educated people. My Lord, in (’alcutta we are going to have a 
technological institute Of course, this school w^e are going to have, in or 
near Calcutta, wmild be mainly used for the training of apprentices, and 
everyone admits not only the desirability, but the great advantage of having 
a workshop for the training of such apprentices in the near future in Dacca 
too. Of course, in Eastern Bengal we have not got such workshops; neither 
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have we got here any railway workvSho}> or \\orkshops like Jessoj) A’ Co or^^' 
Burn & Co., but the question arises whether engineering training shouKi Ik* 
restrictions to apprentices, or whether non-ajiprenliees sluniUi In* tramt^i as 
engineers or not. My Lord, in view of the recommendations of the Indus- 
trial Commission, and in the presence of the ilon'hle Mr llindlev and 
Mr. Cowley, I feel great hesitation in answering this (juestion, hut I have 
observed the educational movement in other lands, and 1 know that a very 
large number of young men are trained 'U) the appentice system througli the 
help of auxiliary schools. There are also institutions that tram studmils who 
are not apprentices. Whether it will he j)ossihle for Dacca to tram 
a nuinlier of useful men who are not apprentices in some hig workshops over 
here or elsew^here, that is a matter to he consulered My Lord, training does 
not always contemplate a particular standard or a particular height of 
standard. I admit that the young lad who will ha\e opportunit les of work- 
mg for 4 or 5 vears under the admirahle arrangement m tlu* worksiiop of 
the Eastern Bengml RaiUvay at Kanchrapar.i, will he a far better trained 
man than one who derives his knowledge and j^actical experience in a sho]> 
which is not w^ell-equipped, and 1 believe that even m the imsiiuvss workshop, 
some amount of training may he imparted to thos(‘ \ou!i^ nn‘p My i.ord, 
analysing the conditions that jirevail m workshops. 1 tind four miporta/it 
])oints. "One is the dexterity which the student or appi'eiilicc gaiiiv by work 
ing a w’orksho}). The second is lhi‘ habit that lu‘ hnins then* h\ wa)iking 
at a particular rate which, of conr.se, is determined i»y llu‘ rate ol prodiic 
tioii. Then, in the third filace, there is the ijiiestion of cost, arid the fourth 
is the question of the (jualitv of work turned out m schools I helievt' that 
of these four, at least two may he sccun*d in a wadi c<mducti'd workshop m 
or near Calcutta- -1 mean tlie* finality of the work and tin- habit oi the 
students, dlie student may not he a very good mei hanical engmetn' , lie may 
not he a verv experienced foreman-iiKH hanic. after passing tlie Dacca leclini- 
cal Sfdiool pxainmation, hut he will he n go<id turn man or a job man. 
and he will know machine house work to some oxtmil lie mav not he a 
good boiler maker, hut be may he a good liand at setting up a steam m.gme 
he mav not ]>e at the top of his work, hut he will make a gond assistant It 
would' he (luite an advantage for a imniher of our young men to rinrive tins 
..ort of pnu-tK'al Irnin.ng, whid. will sen.ro for iti.-n. a fan aino.ml of 
(.om[.etonce in the mechanical an.! electrical enpMn.vnnp line I I"" y 
refrain from entering into details 1 feel as regar.S .lelails 1,;, ,t .1 
extremclv difficult for this Conncil to offer an opH.ion ' ‘ 

consi.lered after careful eonsiderat.on hv .some committee .. 

UK and memliers of this ('oiincil to pass an ..pinion ..If y/’' ’ 

detail Therefore 1 <lo not mention siil.jects that are to he p. rli. nl.i \ i 
.im' .1 in the curnc.ihim of st.i.iies all that I want is that then- sh.„il.i h.i a 
secondary .school of engineering in this city 


My Lord, as regards the sou g' 

training, we are Ixmnd to 

the University a very ,,p,. ..u-ading Ir'tweeii 

of course, we have the railwa> t Yailwav worksla.i. will he 

Assam and these places, and it is ^ . • ,,verseers in 

extended too. Then we have 'l’‘ „ miiltii.lving all o\.-- Bengal, 

connection with water-works ','y,,wi„ctn 'iinl it is finite [...ssihlc that 

Narayanganj is the Ss ri the neighl.oi.rh(K..l of Dacca By 

in the near future, D o.’.ite possible that we will W- .able U, get 

putting our re^sources 'g'. ' , _ L.< f,aiiical ami electrical engineer- 

a certain number of voiing men p with ' esfahli.shmeTits that are 

ing in a school at "mar future With these words. 

f.erp and are likelv to lie , ),ori hle frietid. Hahn Sarat Chandra 

1 bee to support the proposMl ot rnv no.i nii 

Chakrabnrttv. ” 


1i A 
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The Han’ble Sir R. N. Mookerjee said:— 

“ My Lord, 1 promised my friend Mr. Chakrabartty that I will not 
sy)eak to ojjpose his resolution, but 1 now feel inclined to say a few woids 
to clear the differences between his speech and his resolution. In his speech 
he said that he would be content in cpnverting the Dacca Engineering School 
to Dacca Icchnical School. I have no dispute with him if his resolution he 
allowed by Your Excellency to be altered accordingly. But 1 opf>ose the 
resolution as it now stands" to convert the Daccai Engineering r^chool into 
Dacca TechrK)logical ('ollege. My friend is anxious that the Dacca Engin- 
eering School sliould tram students for ujiper subordinate classes, but l)er- 
ha])s lie is not aware that according to the recent (lovernment of India resolu- 
tion liased on the repori of the Public Works Committee, the training of 
upper subordinate and higher class engineers cannot both Oe done m the 
same institution. In lact. the Dacca Engineering School is for training sub* 
overseers, overseers and upper subordinates. 


A technological college means a college for training higher branches of 
Mechanical and Civil Engineering. Dacca has not got any facilities for 
such traiiiing. .a te. hnological college must be equipped with an up to- 
date commercial workshop. It is for the want of firoyier facilities to train 
higher class mechanical engineers that Bengal lias hitherto not been iible to 
jiroduce cmaliffed mechanical engineers. Government has provided jiroper 
facilities lor other professional training, such as medical students, etc. If 
Bengal could produce such eminent physicians and surgeons as my friends 
the Hon’ble Dr. Sir JS'ilratan Sarkar and Lieutenant Colonel Dr. Sarbadhi- 
cari, there is no reason why Bengal should not be able to produce eflicicnt 
mechanical engineers if proper facilities are given to l^engali boys for that 
purjiose. Mv honourable friend, the Vice-Chancellor, in sujiporting the 
resolution, laid stress that useful mechanics c'ould be turned out without a 
profier workshop. 1 should like to ask him if he would like to establish a 
medical college without a hosfdtal for the practical training of the students. 
Would he be content as the Vice-Chancellor of the Eniversity U) turn out 
medical students as doctors without practical training in a hospital, or with 
only sc'anty training in an outdoor dispensary. It is dillicult to reconcile 
why my honourable friend, the Vice Chancellor, who fully supyiorted the 
Kanchrapara scheme, the chief factor of which is ])ractical training, now 
sujiports the resolution for the Dacca Technological (^ollege without a well- 
equijiyied commercijil workshoj) My honourable friend, Vr. Bindley, who 
visited the Dacca Engineering ScIuk)! tins morning, informs me that the 
school is well-equipyied in a commodious building for training overseers and 
upper sulKirdinates, as well as electrical engineers, and my friend, the mo\ev 
of the resolution, should 1^ sativsfied with what the Government has done 
fo^ Dacca A technological college should only be established in a place 
which is the centre of commerce and industry. Eor these reasons, my Lord, 
1 oppose the resolution.'* 


The Hon’ble Sir Nilratan Sarkar said,: 

‘ My l.ord, I wouhl like to exjilain one matter. I was unfortunate 
enough to have been understood by Sir K. X. Mookerjee to have held that the 
training in rnechanicat engineering cciuld be imparted without any work- 
shops. All that 1 meant was that apprentices must have workshop training, 
and schools must be provideil with workshops. I never meant that mechani- 
cal engineering could be carried out without the help of a workshop. 



i ] Resf)! uiioua. 

Ml', llindletj ; Mr. i oioley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Hindley said - 

51} Lord, 1 find niyselt in j^oine diflicultv in rogarvl to this rosoliitiou 
which must, I think, be fell equally by other Ildirble Members. The resolii- 
tiop says one thing and the Hon ble Meiiiln'r who imwed it has said some 
thing quite different. To l)egin with. I do not know what e\aetlv is meant 
hv a technological college, bin I do not kn<K ukai thr Daia a Si-Iu'm! ,»f Kngiie 
eering means, for 1 have had /.n o}>|>i^aunit v of \isitin^ u ihi^^ morning. 
In my opinion it is doing good ^^ork and meeting a delinile demand So 
long as it goes on as at present meeting the demand for traineil men and 
developing itself to meet fresh demands as they arise, it (‘aniK»t hut lx* success 
fill. If, however, it goes beyond this before the demand for a liigher form 
of training arises, there is the likelihood of failure 

At present it is giving very good prai'tical and theoretical training to 
men who are to be overseers and sub oversws in the riiblii* Works IV[)art 
ment and is taking the ])lace of the classes held at the Bengal Imigineering 
College at Sibpiir, and which either have been or are short 1\ to he aholisheil. 
It is in fact the only school in Ikmgal whudi is training num for these ser- 
vices, and the demand for such men is Iikel\ U) steadily increase In m\ 
opinion the advantages offered hy this training and hy the web eqiii})ped 
school which is alreaily in lieing should Ih^ made use of t() the full and no 
attempt should lx* made to turn the school into sometliing diffenmt with 
different olqects in view. 1 feel that 1 must congraliilale Your Kxrcllency 's 
Government on having placed at the disposal of the sclnxil that magniheent 
building which possesses every facility for carrying on and extending tlie 
work which lies before the school It is, 1 think, H \eais since 1 had an 
opport unitv of visiting tht‘ scliool before, and I admit that I was astonished 
to see the advance whieh has been imole and the higli standard which has 
now been reached. 

Referring to the remarks of IIk' Hon’bh^ the Vice ( 'liancellor on the 
possibility of giving meelianical eiigimvnng training in a school. smT. as the 
Dacca Scliool of Engineering, 1 would mention that this qiu‘stion has been 
very thoroughly threshed out by experts in Calcutta during the p.ast few 
yi^'irs, and the opinion is now v(‘ry widely held that such training cannot 
ix‘ made a success unless it is combined with practical traiiiirej in workslutps 
managed on cxnnmercial lines. TIis suggestion that adequati* training could 
he given by liaving workshops in th(‘ scliool would, in m\ opinion, lx* like 
attenifiting medical training with a pretence hospital filled with t'o fignies 
instead of living patients For adixjuaU* training in iiHxhaiiical engimxT 
ing the pupil must come in contact with real eiigiiKX'ring work and not the 
make believe varietv whieli is found in the w'orkshof>s of lioch^ and (x>ll(‘ges. 

I have made these few^ remarks because I find it necessary to oppose tfie 
resolution, although I am stronglv m synifjathy with imicli that iindeilies 
the Hoii’ble movei 's remarks and w itli the desire of the people of Dfurn and 
this part of Bengal U) have a technical institution of greatiT inijjortance than 
the present school of engineering But I am firmly of opinion that the 
school is more valuable in its firesent form than if it were turned into a 
college, or called bv any other name, such as tcGmohrucal college or leGini- 
cal institute, because it‘is at present doing work for which there is a i einanrl 
and turning out men properly trained for the career which is o[)en to tliem 


The Hon’ble Mr. Cowley said: — 

* Mv I^ird I appreciate the difhenltv whieh the Ilon'hh^ Member has felt 
regardincr the Government of Indiaks circular, which he quoted. The circular 
is in regard to the form of n'criiitment. 1 may mention here that in future the 
upper subordinate service willl^ recruiU^d from the class of men wdio now 
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obtain uj)per subordinate certificates The Public Works Department of tlie 
future will be divided into three groups. There will be an Indian service of 
engineers, a Bengal engineering service, which will be a provincial service, 
and a subordinate engineering service. While the officers of the Indian ser- 
vice of engineers will be recruited partly by direct recruitment the w^hole of 
the Bengal provincial engineering service will be recruited from Indians v^ho 
are qualified engineers, and upper subordinates wdll 1)6 recruited from tlie 
('olleges where upper subordinate classes are held, so that really the Dacca 
School of Engineering would come under the proposal.’' 


The Hon’ble Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan said: — 

“ My Lord, among the hardy annuals of the Dacca meeting of the 
Legislative Council, the (lis(‘ussion on the Dacca School of Engineering 
certainly occu])ies a premier ])lace, for I find that although new pickles and 
chutnies have been added eadi year; since lOlfi, it has been the standing dish 
for tliose who attend this annual meeting here Whilst appreciating the 
keenness of the f)eople of this part of the Presidency with regard to this 
school, I regret it has been brought u]) again this y(‘ar, and in a form which 
leaves me little option about giving a favourable reply Before 1 turn to the 
proposals of the Ilon’ble mover of this resolution, 1 will just say a few words 
with regard to the learned theoretical essay that has becTi read to us by the 
Icvirned Vi(‘e-Chancellor of tlie Calcutta rniversity. T need only say that 
his points have been so well met by Sir N McKikerjee and Mr. Hindley 
that all that I need add to wduit has already Iwn said is, that 1 am afraid that 
my intemse density of the brain has not enabled me to find any fact in the speech 
that is redevant wdth the presemt (‘ondition of the Dacca School of Engineering 
In theory, wdiat Sir Nilratan Sarkar said was c'ertainly very commendable, 
but in practi(‘e, I am afraid that w’ith flu‘ ingrediemts before us in that 
school of engineering, and taking into consideration the local conditions, 
these theoric's would iiidc'ed be very difficult to j)ut into practice 

1 now turn to the Ilon’ble mover’s proposals, and T will explain why 
1 am unable to accept the resolution They are for the following reasons— 
In the first place, the Ilon’ble Member wmnts the name of the school of 
engineering to be changed into that of the Dacca Technological (^ollege, 
apart from the fact tliat any such scheme, if adopted at any time, would have 
to lie carried out by the new (lovernment under the Reforms Scheme; this 
(^lOvernment. which is already pledged to large undertakim/s in connection 
with the technical schools at Cahmtta and Kanchrapara could not, therefore, 
at this juncture commit future Ministers to the scheme now proposed. 
Secondly, it is not quite clear to me wLat is intended When a college is 
proy)osed wm may take it that an advanced standard is being aimed at. If 
this be so. I may point out to the Hon’ble mover of this resolution what the 
Calcutta University Commission have remarked in })aragraph 5, page 195, 
of their Report: — 

‘ Though the researches of members of the scientific stafif of the Univer- 
sity of Dacca may have important l)earings upon industrial problems, the 
developments of higher technological training which wall be desirable in 
Calcutta should not. in the first instance at any rate, \ye attempted at Dacca, 
where the industrial and commercial conditions offer fewer opportunities 
for co-oj)eration between the University and the industries concerned,’ 

I should add here that the Commission went on to say: — 

‘ For the less advanced grades of technical instruction Dacca will pre- 
sumably be chosen by the Department of Industries as the chief centre of 
organisation for Eas^m Bengal.’ 
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What, however, the Commission mean here is. I think, quite different 
to the idea of the establishment of a teehnologioal college with nil the 
teachers having the degree of B.E. 


• The third point which apjiears to me to be essential for consideration 
is that hitherto the idea for the development of the Dacca School of Engineer- 
ing had been centred round Civil Engin^'cring itself. It is possiide tliat the 
Hon’ble mover, finding tlie views expressed bv the Calcutta Cnivcrsity t'om- 
niission about the remoteness of Dacca from great (‘Ugineering workshops and 
factories and its consequential unsuitability as a centre for an ailvanced 
school of mechanical engineering liard to meet, has now brought in this dis 
cussion and this f)lea for a technological c<)llcge. but one is at oiuv pu/./led 
wdien one finds that his fourth projiosal is for adding the teacliing of electri- 
cal engineering in the })re.sent scliool and which is rathtn- ini'oinpalible to a 
certain extent with his other idea. 


1 shall now pass on to his second rcijuest. that the number of students 
in the school should be increased to 400 It is not clear whether he wants 
this increase, if tlie school i^ convcrttal into a tei hnological college, or if it 
remains as it is at })resent From the information that I havi* rc‘t'eived. 1 
find that there are already about d24 students in the school at present, inc’lud 
ing artisans. From a recent insjiec'tion rcj>ort by Mi‘ssrs (Jwytbcr and 
Deaton, one comes to the conclusion that tin' rush of (juahhed ymiths for 
admission is not (piite so griMt or real as it is inadi* (uit , and although it may 
be possible to have students iqi to 40b in the present location of the school of 
em’^ine/Cring, it is a matter on w'hitdi tlie (jiovcM'nmt'nl w(»uld c(U’taifd\ not 
lilu‘ to force the pace or tie the hands of the rrincipal I havt* no doul't 
that, if fully qualified lads w^ere forthcoming, and they intiU'VKwved the Frin 
cipai, probably in future years we may not only b(‘ able to admit imu’c 
students but also accommodate them, but 1 am not prcj^aivd to accept the 
number as 400, because the Don’ble mover thinks that, whether wi‘ gel 
qualified or non-cpialified students, we should take naav lads until we gel to 
tlie figure of 400. 

The third proposal of the lIoiFble mover is so absurd that 1 shall pass 
it over with only a very few words, viz., whether the school nmiains a school 
of engineering or is developed into a technological college hereafter, ev(‘ry 
teacher must be a 1^ E. Anv man with i)ra(4ical experience will tell him 
that in either case mere B E.’s will not suffice, and that practical engineers or 
practical draftsmen, who may not be B E s would proiiab Iv In* more helpful 
in an institution of this kind or of the kind i'onlem])lat(‘<l 


With regard to the j)roposal for reopening an electrical engineering 
class 1 do not think that I need detain tht‘ attentnui <d this ( ouncil 
at anv length, for it will be remembered that about 4 or a years ago at a 
Legislative C^ouncil meeting here, the ]»roposal was drojqxMl mi the nmUon 
of Sir R. N. Mookerjee and the Dorrble Mr Lyon who 

of Oovernment. Tiieri, acuiin. when in .XuLMist 1. e . n 1 

Fazlul Duq moved a resolution regarding the development of technnyil ami 
industrial education, especuillv in connection will, the f 

Engineering, the Hon bU* Mr \\ or<Kwort h. in opposing on x la > 
meiit made it quilc dear wliy tin- (lovernment mu < no < n er U., ' 

posal to reopen the eleetrieal ami me. hanu'al ' w t 

Maulvi Sahib havini; expres-sed himself in he satisfied \\ilh the ripl\. it 
drew his resolution. ^ The objections to the re<,pemnn r,f » 
tioned by Mr. Wordsworth in still hold good, and (Ko. rnmcnl s(.< no 

reason therefore to entertain the proposal. 

The Hon’hle mover's next request is that we should provide hostel 

accommodation for at lea.st hoys I 

accommodation for about 20(t boys when the new , ‘I 

later on we find that more accommodation is necessary, 1 have no doubt 
that the’ position will be duly considered, but for our present and immediate 
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purposes, when we are practically finding accommodation for two-thirds of 
the number of boys in the institution, we may fairly claim to say it is sufficient. 

The Hon’ble mover’s sixth request really goes with his first. If any 
future Government were to decide that the Dacca School of Engineering 
should undergo radical changes, and turning practically a complete sum^ 
mersault, it is to develop into a t^hnological college, undoubt^ly it is 
apparent that it must be handed over to the Director of Industries for its 
future development, but until the Government of the day arrive at that con- 
clusion after ascertaining that it is the genuine desire of the people of this 
part of the Presidency, as well as that it would be conducive to the greater 
development of these parts, this change cannot be affected; nor could the 
present Government be justified in view of important and far-reaching 
impending changes, in tying the hands of the future Minister of Education, 
by giving an assurance of such a (diange at the j)resent moment. It is per- 
fectly , clear also that the institution cannot give education in the higher 
bran(^hes of engineering, and be a te{‘hnological college at the same time, and 
therefore that the expediencv of such a resolution at the present moment is 
quite out of the question, will be ap))arent to ali. 

The seventh prof)osal is tliat demonstration shops should be opened in 
connection with the college in (certain crafts and that services of experts in 
these crafts may be secured, and the crafts that the Ilon’ble Member has in 
view have been mentioned by him. Here, again, this must hang on the deci- 
sion as to the future of this institution. With reference to the introduction 
of some of the trades classes, this would undoubtedly involve the training of 
artisans. At jmesent, in the Ashanulla Dacca School of Engineering there 
is a certain amount of jiattern making work done, and a considerable amount 
of furniture is made in the carpenter's shoj), but that does not seem to be a 
sufficient encouragement for the Government to launch further trades clas.ses 
without making a general survey. Trades clas.ses could only be introdiu'ed 
or instituted where there was considerable industrial ])ressure behind the 
movement in favour of their inauguration and in order that they should be a 
success, you require not only the tools and e(|ui])ment of the trade, but also 
the stress of commercial or industrial com])etition. There is no evidence 
before us at present at any rate towards tliis, and until such time arrives 
this cannot be considered. 

It is not my intention on l)ehalf of (Government to be in any way nasty, 
sarcastic or to appear unsympathetic, but T feel tempted to say a few words 
in the way of friendly caution to the lloirble Member and those in here and 
outside, ^Gio are of his wav of thinking The days of favouritism of (Gov- 
ernment towards any particular tract of country within its jurisdiction are 
soon going to be more or less a thing of the past. About this time next year, 
barring unforeseen contingencies, the new Government with its new Legis- 
lative Council and its diarchy will be an accomplished fact, and the Hon’ble 
mover and his ccvadvocates must make out stronger cases than the present 
one before that Government and enlist its support. Meanwhile, none can 
deny that since last year we have done a great deal, without much adver- 
tisement perhaps, in improving the School of Engineering here. I would 
advise, therefore, the Hon'ble mover to go slow for a bit, because a special 
pleading at the hour of sunset of an old form of Government and the advent 
of the sunrise of diarchy cannot do him or the part of the country to which 
he belongs, any good. In matters political, it may perhaps be possible still 
to consioer the claims of these parts in a rosy and liighly tinted light, but in 
matters educational, and from the points of view of sanitation and local 
self-government, the three things with which I am chiefly concerned, I 
cannot help saying that the times aTv not far distant when special claims and 
special pleadings will require something more substantial than the piouF 
aspirations of my Hon’ble friend opposite. I would therefM*e 
advise him to wait and see, and at the same time to watcl 
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the development of the Dacca Tniversity. It is true that at 
present there is no idea of developing the Dacca School of Engineering into 
a civil engineering college, but wliether Dacca or this part of the Ihvsideney 
g^ts a technological school or college hereafter or not. I would strongly 
advise the lioii’ble mover not to confuse the issues, Imt to allow the Dacca 
School of Engineering to develop on its present lines, however sh^w the pro- 
cess may be. Opening of classes for rt^aching tlie up|H‘r subordinate course 
m engineering is, 1 think, more tlian likely to haj)peii, and for that purpose, 
the opening of such classes gradually in other centres also will 1h‘ iiecessarv. 
If, what 1 surmise, fructifies, ))robably a stage will l>c reached when tin* Oov 
ernnient of the day will c'ome to the conclusion that another centre, teaching 
the higher courses in civil engineering, over and above the Bengal bhigineer- 
mg College at Sibpur, may have to lie reconsidered For that vi‘ry reason, 
1 siiy that any course of action whicii tends to inhibit llie normal growth ot 
♦he present school of engineering will really he a retrograde niovement. 

As regards the survey classes the matter is still under th(' eonsideratioii of 
the Government and I believe that before long we shall be able to make a rteflinte 
pronouncement. • 

For all these reasons, my I.ord, 1 hope the llon'ble mover will not prt^ns 
for his resolution, which, oii behalf of tiovernment, I am unable t(» accept 


The Hon’ble Babu Sara! Chandra Chakrabartty said 


My Eord, 1 am much obliged to the lion ble MabaiM jadliiraja Bahn- 
lur of Bufdwan for advising me, and tlie peoitle of Daica. to wetoli tlie 
future development of the Dacca School of ^:ngiIUM>nng liclotc wc make any 
further proi.osal for its conversion into a higher grade le. luiologic.i college^ 
Wiii'e our wings are out by our I’lasses heing taken iiwav we .•ii-c askeil 
to watch future developments How it will develop, I do not now t on < o 
not give us electrical and mechanical engiiuHMing plants: of course there » 
a hope that we wil! get hack the Siirvev class, and yet the Hon hie Mem fl- 
asks us to watch future developnieiits. In what way will it ( 
uuuiher of students is at [iresent a liHle oyer dOO. it nia\ ■ . . ' ^ 

iiuiuher of hoarders may he raised to -Jad '1 hat is the sum am su is “y *’ 
our hope of patiently waiting and watching tl.c .hwc opuiciK 
of engineering. Then there is another thing lor which 1 am ohi gm e 

Tlon’ble U. Si. Mookerjee and the Hon hlc Mr (owkw.^ and t.,. t is t a 
assurance that the upper subordinate classes ot Hus uisinnlioii wi I no « 
;,bolis),ed Of course tliev will remain as an ..verscers ‘ 'f. 

a great l.elp The IToii’ble Mahai a,|a.lliiia,|a 'd 

there is not very much demand for entram-e into l' , , 

due to a misapprehen.sion on the part ot hi H i 

any more room in the subordinate .-lasses in Hie 
kimw-n that there is room enough, there will be a gi i 

Then about the workshops in coiincction with the 
ing c lass 1 am quite coiniriced that a nie.-hanical 'yy"- 
develop unless there be a .good workshof) ,‘*"',.' 1 "' S',',)',!],. 1 , 1 - I, (>cii started 
,l,,.iJu,n..eorSirR y,Mo,;ter|.. .1.^ 

al Kancltraparn wincli is lieing take n ad a ti aiumL'. and I 

tor the l)ig workshop which is there ‘ rj,| ^ I ^ j| p j; 

I TiieaTit to say was not that all ^ rf*or!iilr»d ir^)Tn tie* nnper 

place of the technical B E \s Df (oiirse the upjfcr 

subordinate rner banics and if thev are familiar 

•Lihordinates are quite all right as loremanrner mini. , 

la 
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with modern technical education, I have not the least objection to include 
them in the staff, whether they are B.E/s or not. 

My Lord, I do not press the resolution. I rest satisfied hv drawing 
the attention of Government to the condition of the school. There will he 
in the near future responsible ministers upon whom the piibltjr^ will have hi 
hold and I think it will be for the peo})le then to put repeated pressure upon 
the Government. , Although this is the last session of the Legislative Council 
that will be held at Dacca, I do not propose to press this resolution.’' 


The Hon’ble Sir R. N. Mookerjee said 

“ May I correct a misapf)reliensi()n ? The raec^hanical engineering hostel 
is not simply for the civil engineering college studenfs from Sibpur, it is 
for the whcde of Bengal, and any student wno likes can come and have his 
training there.’* 

'Fhe motion was then put and lost. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned sinr die. 

J. F. GRAHAM, 
Secy, to the Govt, of Bengal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legislative Council. 

G\lcutta, 

^Jce ith Avgust, 19S0. 


B. S. Pre«8~;2-12-1920— I 68 IJ— 35(1— K. T. & A. G. R. 



Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Goremvient of India .-Ir/, Uil5. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber at Government House, Calcutta 
on Wednesday, the 1st beptember, 1920, jjt 1 1 a.m. 

Present: 

His Excellency the Right Hon’ble Lawrence John Lumley Dundas 
Eari. of Ronaldshay, G.C.I.E., Goreriwr of the Presidency of Fort William in 
Bengal. 

The Ilou’ble biR Henry Wheeler, k.c.i e.. c.s.i. 

The Hon’ble Sir Rijay Chand Mahtab, k.c.b.i.. k.c.i.e., i.o.m., Maua- 

RAJADHIRAJA BaHADUR OF BURDWAN. 

The Hon’ble Sir CiIarles Steven.son-Mooue, k.c.i e., c v o 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. L. Stefhenson, c.s.i., c i.e. 

The Hon’hle Mr. F. J. Monahan. 

The Hon’ble M.ajor-General W. II. B Robinson, c.b., i.m.b. 

The Tlon’bleMR. J. R. Blackwood. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. A. A. Cowley, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. C. McAlpin. 

Tlie Hoii’ble Mr. L. S.-S.O'Mai.i.ky, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. G. N. Roy. 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. Marr. 

The Hon’ble Mr. W. W. Hornell, c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Mr. J. Donald, c.i.b. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bah.adur M aulvi Aminci. Islam. 

The Hon'ble iKTiSHAM-n.-Mri.K Rais-hj-Dacla Amik-ll-Omraii 
N.awab Sir Asif Qaur Saiyid Wasif Am Mirza Khan Baha- 
dur Mahabat Janc, k c.s I . K.c.v.o., Xawab Bahadur of 

Murshidabad. 

The Hon’ble Sir Rajendra Nath Mookeiuee, k.c.i.e. 

The Hon’ble Sir XTlratan Sarkar, Kt. 

The Hon’ble Mr. C. D. M. Hindley. 

The Hon’ble Mr. F. M. Leslie. 


The Hon’ble Raja Hrishikesh Laha, c.i.e. 


The Hon’ble Mr. M. Cathcart. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Provash Chunder Mitter, c.i.e. 


1 
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The Hon’ble Babu Siv Narayan Mukharji. 

The Hon'ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray. 

The Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha. 

The Hon ’ble Honorary LrEUTENANT-CoiONEL Suresh Prosad Sarb- 
ADHIKARI, r.l.E., B.A., M.D., I.M.S. 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghobe Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Rai Radha Char an Pal Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. M. Watson-Smyth. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. D. Pickford. 

The Hon’ble Rat Ui’endra Lall Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Mr W. L. Travers, o.b.e. 

The Ilon’ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy. 

The Ilon’ble Mr. Kabeerttd-Din Ahmed. 

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman All 

The Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Aij. 

The Hon’ble Rat Sri Nath Ray Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. 

The Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandr.a Mitr.a Bahadur. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri. 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakraeartty. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS-~ITEM No. 1. 

Affirmation of Allegiance. 

The Hon ble Kai I pendra Lai. Ray Bahadur, the Hon’ble Honorary 
Liu TENAXT-i oLONEL SuRESH Prosad Sariudhikaki aiui the non hle 
Mr. Kabeerud-Din Ahmed made an affirmation of their allegiance to the 
•XTown. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 2. 

STARRED QUESTIONS. 

The following questions which had been starred were put and answered; — 


By the Hon’bte Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur: — 

* 1 . 

Will the GoverniuMit be j)leased to stati^ — 

(i) what stops, if any, liave betHi taken by them din ing tlie coiirst* of the m) 
year ending August, 1920, for easing tii(‘ situation in Palculta ^ ' 
and its neighbouring districts in the matter <d coal supply . and 

{ii) what are the jireseiit ddliculties in the way of ('alciitia and Us 
neighbouring districts getting an ade(|uat(‘ supply of coal for 
commercial and domestic purposes? 

(b) Are the Government aware of an opinion that lias Ihhmi (‘\prt‘ssed 
that the public of this jirovirice are being injuriousl\ allected b\ tli(‘ pu^eiit 
system of coal control and of the evil elTect. of expoiting Hengal-lhhar coal 
from Bombay instead of from (’ak'utta., as formerl\ ^ 

(r) Are the Government considering the feasibility of making a rec(>m* 
meiidatioii to the jiroper authorities to increase the numbin' ot coal wagons on 
the I'ailwavs b\ means of loans or advances from the public (‘\( !ic(|ucr ' 

(d) Are the (jovernmeiit considering the desirability ot taking (‘xecutive 
measures to secure a larger jirodiiction of bricks and a reduclnm in thmr price 
b\ obtaining a better sujiply of coal to the public ^ 

(e) Will the Government be pleased say whether tht‘ Public Works 
Department has sto])])ed working its brick tactory at Akra in the 24 Parga- 
nas district, and, if so, why? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ (//) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the answer given iinstarru, 
question No d8, asked by the Hon l»le Babu Bbabendra Lhamlra Ray in tin 
meeting of the Legislative C’ouncil on the 5th March 192t) fundament 

al difficultv IS the shorUige of nwl ^^agoI.s, which is afTecting supidu?^ 
throughout India and not only in (’alcutta and the neigli loiir looi 

(b) The Hon'ble Memlier is referred to paragnipli 4 ol tlie (iOverrmietil 
of India s press connii uiiujuf', dated the !>tli dull, IttJtt 

(c) The question of increase in the niunU-r of L!’"'’ 

Goveriiinent of India, and is known to lie encr.iging ■ i*,ii a /n on 

(d) In Tulv 15)20 at the in.stanee of inendiers of the I’lihlic Works ( on- 

ferenie^ the tfovernnient of India. Cmninene i 

to admit • public works ’ undertaken w ’> i”' V Vndu^ ry^ 

public bodies in Calcutta and the neigbbourhooil. as ' 

with a view to securing better facilities in the matter of the carriage ol c jal 
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required for brick-making for those works. The object aimed at is to leave 
[>rivate brick supplies free to meet private operations connected with the 
demand for new buildings for both residential and commercial purposes 
The reply of the ('oal Controller, to whom the matter was referred, indicates 
that during the first seven months of 1920. the wagon supj)ly in the coal 
fields was unequal to the demand, and that this and the demand for wagons 
for other essential purposes had resulted in a shortage in the supply of wagons 
for l)rick-making coal It is stated that the f)resent f>ositi()n is that the two 
railways concerned with the supj)lyof coal are working up to their full 
caf)acity and it is understood that a good quantity of brick-making coal is 
now being loaded and desfmtched. It is, however, impossilile to say for how 
long the more generous allotment of wagons for the carriage of brick-burning 
coal can be allowed to continue. 

(c) No. Tlricks were manufactured during the season 1919-20, and 
arrangements have been made for their manufacture during the coming 
season 


By the Hon’ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy: — 

* , 

^ 11 . 

Will the Government be ])leased to state whether there is any proposal 
before Government for im})roving the pay and y)rospects of the jProvincial 
Medical Service (Civil) ? If so, when is it likely to be given effect to? 


Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ Proposals for the improvement of the ))ay and })rospec*ls of Civil Assist- 
ant Surgeons in Bengal are now under the consideration ot the Government 
of India, whose orders are awaited. The pay of ('ivil Sub Assistant Surgeons 
was revised last in Jurnn 1918; the Mt^dical Services (’ommittet* made cc^’tain 
projiosals in this connection which, on the wdiole, give less i ivourable results 
than those now obtaining; it is not therefore projiosed to adojit them.” 


By the Hon’ble Dr. Abdulla-al-Mamun Suhrawardy: — 

* 111 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state whether there is any truth in 
the report that the Government refused to accejit the resignation by the 
lion Tie Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq of hLs office of Additional Member of 
the Bengal Legislative Council? If so, will the Government be pleased to 
state the reasons thereof ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

‘‘ The facts are as follows: On the 21st July, 1920, Maulvi Abul Kahim 
Azad forwarded to the Secretary to the Legislative Council two documents 
purporting to be letters from the Hon’ble Maulvies Fazl ul-Haq and Abul 
Kasem resigning their seats on the Bengal Legislative Council. Both letters 
were undatkl and in neither case was any reason for the resignation which 
was tendered given. Maulvi Kalam Azad was informed in reply that His 
Excellency the Prasident was not prepared to consider resignations of Hon Tie 
Members of the Legislative Council tendered through a third party and that 
if an Hon Tie Member wished to resign he shoulcl communicate his desire 
direct. This decision has also been communicated direct to the two HonTle 
Members concerned. The HonTle Maulvi Abul Kasem is believed to be in 
England and no reply could yet have been received from him. The HonTle 
Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul-Haq has not replied to His Excellency’s request that 
he may^be informed if the HonTle Member wishes to resign.” 



Qiiestions aiid Anstcers, 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS. 

(^Answers to which were laid on the table.) 



%h?> 


•the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri: 


t. 


Will the Government be pleased to lay on the tabic a statement showing 
. Ss and exP>tu.e of ,.a,d I, ,ar.,e» ... c.l «...s , 

d appeals, etc., during the last 5 years’ 


nswer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy;— 


“ Statements are laid on the table. 


y In in th<‘ ouswcr to qnrstion So. / [unstorrci ' h,/ thf 

on (hr 1st Soj,irwhcr. .yhowimi rrra).ts oj “ tolohono ./ee.s. 


bt*nal llisTRic'i. j 


No. 

L— - - - 

__ . 

IS. 

1 , aNiitlia 

7K,7ttti 

o I\imluira ••• 

\\ Furiilp'ir ••• 

57.2 Jrt 

j l.lHliHi) 

4 ' Dtnajl'iif 

f) 

1 79,3h2 

2.3r.,7H7 

6 Hoontily ••• 

1,02 03.5 

7 Chittatiouj; 

. i i,ih,:iH2 

H Noakhuli ... 

! 1 08,322 

* 1 


.. 1 1,1)8.804 

0 ' K.liulnu 

U) Birl'htim ... 

.. 1 .53 393 

n Jcshore 

1,07.789 

12 ( Tippera ... 

... i lJ'>/33f‘ 

13 Dticca 

1.84.G07 

14 24 ^argauaH 

1 48,‘)G9 

15 Uftt.gpur ... 

],()G.2.5.5 

IG Murshitialtati 

r,7,314 

17 Midnapore 

13.5 490 

18 Pa\>na and Bogra 

8G.7G3» 

19 Bajshalii and Malda 

72 929 

20 Burdwan ... 

G8.442 


2.44,840 

21 Bakarganj 

Total 

24.80 .VJ3 


1V17 


11- 

Kh. 

Kh 

Kk 

SO 27.5 

79,002 

78.843 

s5 390 

.50 .5.57 

72,. '03 

5h 0 1 7 

0k,9;»5 

1 ,h3 7.57 

1 si, 131 

1.79.557 ' 

1 ,9i’. os9 

rt9.l.5H 

83 975 

90 Ii53 

90.322 

2,53,479 

2,90,198 

2 99,4 48 

3 20,031 

1.13,1 10 

1,04. 104 

1.01 500 

1 39,089 

1.2.1 •m3 

1.31,130 

1.21,378 

1 i5,:io7 

1,28.102 

1 44,438 

1 ,43, .54^ 

1.54,020 

1,12.517 

1 y)h.o09 

1 08 742 

l./2,<‘22 

52 *^o!* 

54.53s 

50.829 

01 l»»9 

1 17 4-5 

1 11 079 

1,03 033 

1,10.322 

1,95 H50 

2,23,443 

2 14,070 

2.18.74,5 

2 00,598 

2,00,274 

2,07.854 

1,98,94 5 

1 07,058 

1,50.5'M. 

l,75.riG9 

1,88 23m 

1.23,421 

1 13 351 

1.47 544 

1.33.109 

73.507 

73.548 

74,429 

73 . 22:1 

1.48,180 

1.05 043 

1 , 02,218 

1 70 75^ 

1.00.0 10 

1.03,989 

97.279 

1.04,.54( 

70,213 

70,801 

HI. Ill 

90.01 

72 137 

75,343 

87,519 

82.4 2 

2 7ti,9oO 

2,77,535 

2,08,002 

2.8- i7 

27,51 520 


28.58,409 

, :io.:V),i: 

1 
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Questions and Answers, 


[1 st SKPTt 


Siaienteni referred to in the answer to question No. 1 iunsiarred) hi/ the /j 
Hahii Kihiioki Mohan Chaudhuhi a.sW at the Council meeting on the l.^t Sept 
showing expenditure oj talahana' Jees. 


Sena] 

No, 

niRTEirrr. 


1015. 


1916 



1917. 


1018. 


, 191 




IN. 

A 

I'. 

Rh. 

A. 

I’. 

Uh. 

A. 

r. 

[U 

A. 


Kb. 

1 

NurllU 


22.430 

0 

0 

21, .380 

0 

0 

10,828 

0 

0 

21,513 

0 

0 

23,443 

2 

Uuiiktira ... 

... 

1H,102 

0 

0 

17.508 

0 

0 

17.074 

0 

0 

I0,0o4 

0 

0 

22.555 


Fari<J|nii ... 


30, .537 

4 

5 

35,040 

7 

0 

30 707 

4 

0 

43.525 

10 

10 

49,852 

4 

Iltriajiiiir ... 


10,1.58 

0 

0 

10,110 

0 

0 

17.058 

0 

0 

17,910 

0 

0 

24,714 

5 

Hills'll 

... 

7 1 ..54 1 

0 

0 

70,343 

0 

0 

71,000 

0 


85,0o8 

0 

0 

05,850 

r, 

ii(>unlil>’ ... 

... 

22,033 

0 


21,058 

(» 


20,772 

0 

0 

21'., 502 

0 

0 

31,702 

7 

Clllttugdllg 


26, .5 1.5 

0 

0 

20.850 

0 


26,130 

0 

0 

31,800 

0 

0 

30,340 

8 

Nddkiiiili ... 


25,203 

0 

0 

24,144 

0 


24,028 

0 

0 

30.1 00 

0 

0 

31,102 

D 

Kl)uh-u 


35,030 

0 

0 

33.070 

0 

0 

34,302 

0 

0 

37,024 

0 

0 

30,020 

10 

HiiMuiib ... 


13,408 

0 

0 

13,412 

0 

0 

12,080 

0 

0 

14,482 

0 

0 

12,217 

11 i 

.lrHHtirt‘ 

... 

30,105 

4 

0 1 

38 00 1 

K 

0 i 

38,300 

2 

(J 

42 014 

15 

0 

47,320 

12 



,50,228 

0 

0 1 

53,507 

0 

0 ' 

50,033 

0 

0 

40,721’. 

0 

0 

5^,546 

13 

Dju'fii 


48,20.5 

0 

i 

0 1 

40,130 

0 

0 , 

40,805 

0 

0 

58,105 

0 

0 

04,004 

14 

24 I’aigaiiaH 


34,022 

0 

0 

37,010 

1 

0 

0 

54,30(1 

1 

0 

0 

42,512 

II 

0 

48,02C 

1 

15 1 

Uaiigpin ... 


24,482 

0 

0 

' 22,074 

0 

"! 

23. (‘.00 

0 

0 

28.880 

0 

0 

33 21’J 

10 

.Miirolutlaluid 


2.5, 07o 

0 

0 

25,735 

0 

0 

24,370 

0 

0 

2"^ 3('.8 

0 

1) 

' 20,32'i 

j 

17 

j Mulna|Hirt« 

... 

25,003 

0 

u 

24.252 

0 

0 

23,235 

0 

u 

j 24,452 

0 

0 

i 25,528 

1 

IH 

I’almn nml llogru 


1 10,000 

0 

0 

1 20„387 

1 

0 

0 

I 20,244 

1 

0 

0 

23,580 

0 

0 

j 27,38'i 

10 

Kiijhiiiilii and Midtla 

... 

21,07.8 

0 

0 

! 20,070 

0 

0 

I 20,400 

0 

0 

23,618 

0 

0 

1 26,05^ 

20 

} Unrdwiin ... 


23,884 

0 

0 

' 24.057 

1 

0 

0 

23,077 

0 

0 

■ 20,041 

0 

0 

20,304 

21 

UuUargtui] 

... 

80,538 

0 

0 

82,008 

0 

0 

00,015 

1 

u 

0 

j 01.270 

0 

0 

1,10,40'. 


i Total 


6,84,190 

8 

5 

0,85.043 

15 

0 

1 

1 0,07,030 

0 

0 

7,05 720 

9 

10 

1 

|8.04,Uk 


Nt»TK— Tilt* ligurrH U'j>n‘s<*nt onl} the uctu.il C(*H ui ihe pri)CCS«-Burvin^' est.ihlihhuit'iit. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

2 . 

Uriovnmvs («) Are the Government aware that the members of the Pabna Bar and 

nijaiimi Kaiiii the litigant public of that district are highly dissatisfied with Babu Pashu- 
?».up«ti Base Subordinate Judf^e of Pabna, and that the members of the 

Pabna Bar Association have submitted a rejiresentation to the District Judge 
of Pabna and Bogra formulating their grievances against the said Subordi- 
nate Judge 1 

{h) Are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring 
whether there is any foundation for the complaints against the said officia 
-aid of taking such action as the circumstances may require 1 



1920.] Q^^tions and Answers. 

Answer by the Hon'ble Mr. Roy; — 
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“ (fl) Government are aware that the members of the Pnbna Bar Asso 
ciation lately submitted a representation to the District .liidge of Ihibna and 
Bogra against Babu Pashiipati Bose. 1st Subordinate Judge of Pabna. 

(6) The District Judge has dealt with the re{>resentation. Government 
do 4 :iot propose to take any action in the matter.” 


SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION. 

riie f()' lowing su)>|)huu(‘nt.arv qiirsiion was askrd by tiu Hon'ble Babu 
Akhil Chandra Datta 

Is it a fact that the judcfc uuuh* thr man nil* his m^sc agaiimi the wall ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy 


I am not pia'parcHl to auswrr (he (jur^tiou oil-hanii. I must Iwivv iioticn. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

3 . 

(a) In connection witli the scheme of partition ot the district ol Munen- 
singli, will tlie Governineiit be jilcased to stat(‘ whctlicr Iswaigaii] was pro- 
posed to be tlie heudiiuai’ters of a subdivision ol tin' proposed district ot 
Kishoreganj ? 

(h) Is it a fact that in conse(juence of a rejiresentatioii made [»y the peoph* 
of Atharabari and other neighbouring village's it has now been jiroposml and 
decided to make Atliarabari the lieadquarters of the jUM.posed subdivision? 

(r) Will the (jovernment be phrased to state what ]>lace has bei'ii sclcctetl 
as tlie head(|iuirters of the proposed subdivision 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson; — 

“ ((7) Yes. 

(b) Owing to the traiisbu* of (‘(*rtaiii villagi's li'om the propo^Ml district 
of Kishoreganj to the new district ol M\ mcnsingli. the villagi* oj Iswa'garij 
now lies verv close to tlie norlbern boiindarx ol Uh* projiosiMl new subdivision, 
and IS no longer tlie most suitalile site lor its beaciqiia rters A rcpresenla 
tion to this effect was made by the p(*opk‘ ot Atliai'aban and nmgiibouiing 
villages After considering tlie relati\e merits ol the two places, the 
Governor in Goiiiudl has decide<i that imdi*r tlie altered cii'cum^^tama*-' Alliara 
bari is tlie more suitable sit/C for the li(*ad«juar1(‘r.s ol the [irojiosed subdi vi'^ion 

(e) Atharabari.” 

By the Hon*ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta;— 

4 . 

Will the Government lie pleased to state— 

(a) the circumstances and reasons winch led to the afipointrnent ol 

the Director of Information ; 

(b) the exact scope of the duties prescribed for liuri; 

(e) his relation to the press; 

(d) his pay ; and 

(e) the number and pay of officers and menials attached to his office? 



Questions and Answers. 


[IST Septembep^ 


The Director of 
Infortiialioo and 
the editoi of 
Baunniati 


The Director »)! 
Informal uiii 
end iiie oditoi o 

Eptfthanij 


m 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson; — 

(a), (6), (c) and (d) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the iinswer 
given to unstarred question No. 19 on 4th August, 1920. 

(e) One clerk on Rs. 60 and tw'o peons on Rs. 11 each per mensem have 
been sanctioned.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 


5 . 

(a) Has tlie attention of the (jovernment been drawn to the fact that 
the Director of Information has called upon the editor of the Basnmati — a 
vernacular Calcutta paper— to adduce evidence in support of the remarks 
made in the said paper about the character of Assam tea planters? 

{h) Wdl the Government be pleased to state — 

(/) whether it was within the scope of t,he legitimate duties dcfmec 
for the Director of Information to take such action; 

(ii) whether the Director of Information took the aforesaid actioi 
with respect to the Basil mat i of his own initiative or umler th( 
orders of the Government or at the instance of the tea planter; 
of Assam ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 


“ {a) Government is aware that the Director of Information i‘equeste( 
the editor of the Basimati to give the evidence on which he based the remark 
referred to. 

(b) (?) The Director of Information is authorised to (*orrespond with th 
editors of papers for the purpose of correcting misrepresentations c 
misapprehensions. 

{ii) The Director of Information took action on his own initiative.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 


6 . 

{a) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Director c 
Information called upon the editor of the Epiphany to justify and substar 
tiate the imputations published recently in the said paper about the charade 
of Hindu widows? 

(b) If the answer be in the negative, will the Government be pleased t 
state whether the Director of Information has been asked to explain his omit 
oion to call upon the editor of the Epiphany to substantiate the imputf 
tions made against Hindu widows? 


Answer by the Hon*bIe Mr. Stephenson;— 

‘Mai and (h) The answer is in the negative.” 
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1920 .] Questions and Answers. 

ey the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

7 . 

(a) Is it a fact that the copyists jiml typists attached to the oiVice of the 
flistrict Magistrate of Bakarganj have suhmilteil a memorial to His Excel 
lency the Governor of Bengal [iraying as follows -^ 

(?) that to obviate the hardships entailed by the pieee work system t 
* ' typists and copyists may be amalgamated into the g^^ne^-al 

establishment of the Magistrate and (’olltH'tor or converted into 
a regular establishment on ^ time scale salary. *'''*^* 

{ii) that their posts be made pensionable with attendant privileges, 

(Hi) that in the case of an ap|u)intment being maile in the regular lino 
preference may be given to the claims of suitable candidati^s 
among tlie cojiyists and t\pists. and in case of appoiatnimits 
being made from among them, their previous s(‘r\ice as ccj^yist^' 
or tvjiists may count as <jiialif\ing .service, and 

(ir) that pens, ink, blotting pa]>er. tyj>e\\nters and ribbon^, etc, 
reipiired for the preparation of I'opies. be supplied at (loverm 
nient expense 

[h) What orders, if any, ha\e been passed <U) the said memorial I 

{c) If no orders have yet been passed, are tin' (iovernment con.sidi'nng 
the desirability of acceding to their jiraycr^ 


Answer by the Hon*ble Mr. McAlpin: 

“ (a) Yes. 

(h) No orders have yet been pas.s(ul 
(c) The matter is under examination.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:- 


8 , 


(1) Will the Government be pleased to la\ on the ta!df‘ a statement 

(a) showing separately the nu-mne dcrncl .liniMg 'y' 

from the work of the copyists ami typiyts cmplicc in (0 < >v.l 
Courts (ii) ('nmmal ('.ourts. ami i<n) IWu-uoo ( omts, 


,;nd bv v\ay oj remiin(‘ration 
for the work doie* b} them 


(b) showing sefiarately tb(‘ alnounl^ 

to the said cojiyists and typists 
during the last live years, and 

(c) showing bow tbesnrjilus, il an\, utdi^id 

(2) Will the Government be j^leased to state 

(«) wl,e,. the .system of payment by fees .as first intro,),, cl ,n respect 
to the said cojiyists and 

leoftliat svsteiir an<l 


(b) what was the basic j.rincip 

(c) when the present scale of fees was nilro.h.ce,] ? 


the table the correspon- 


(3) Will the Government Bengal' ami the Govern- 

dence which took place between tht j (Ipsirabililv of effecting some 

ment of India in 1904 or thereatKmt a^^^^^^^ 

improvement in 


the position of the coiyvists ami tyinsts. 
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858 Questions and Answers, 

(4) Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(а) what improvement, if any, was effected in their position as the 

result of that correspondence; 

(б) what has been the average income of the copyists and tyj>ists 

during the last five years; 

[c) whether there are any maximum and minimum amounts fixed 
regarding the monthly income of the copyists and typists^; and 

{(l) whether they are required to do any work for which they are not 
paid by fees or otherwise? 

(5) Is it in the contemplation of the Government to effect some improve- 
ment in their position ? 

(6) Will the Government be })leased to consider the desirability of kitro- 
ducing the system of fixed pay and pension with respect to the copyists and 
typists ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy:— 

“ (i) (a), (h) and (r) A statement is laid on the table. 

{'£) (a) 'I'lie system of remunerating cojiyists by means of fees was in exist- 
ence in the Givil and Criminal Courts in 18()1. It is not known when it was 
first introduced in those courts. The system was introduced in tlr- Kcveiiue 
Courts in 1850. 

(h) Tt is not known what was the basic princii)le of the system. 

(c) In 1890. 

(.7) In 1904 this (iovernment rec^ommended to the OovernmcTit (d‘ India 
tliat those copyists in Civil and Criminal Courts in Bengal who were perma- 
ncntlv em[)Ioved should be brought within the scope of article ‘380 of the Civil 
Service l{eg\ilati(ms 'Phe Government of India, considering that the w’ork 
[lerformed by copyists was to a large e.xlent mechanical and therefore right l\ 
paid (in most cases) by the piece, did not accept the recommendation of this- 
Government. This correspondence cannot be laid on the table. 

(a) No imj>rovement was effected as a result of the corres})ondence. 

(/>) The average annual income [)er head of copyists and typists during 
the last 5 years has been — 

(1 ) in Criminal Courts -Rs. 421-0-2; 

(2) in Civil Courts Rs. 457-5-4; 

(3) in Revenue Courts — Rs. 285 12-3. 

(r) In Civil and Criminal Courts the number of copyists is so regulated 
that each may earn an average sum of Rs. 30 a month in the case of copyists 
who are not typists and Rs. 50 a month in the case of typists who provide* 
their own machines. If average earnings fall regularly below this rate, the 
establishment is reduced. In Revenue Courts the number of copyists and 
typists is so regulated that each vernacular copyist may earn at least Rs. 15 
a month, each English cop\4st Rs, 25 or Rs. 30, at the discretion of the 
Collector, and each tjq^ist who provides his own machine Rs. 50 a month. 

(d) Yes. 

(5) No. 

(6) Government are not prepared to consider the question at present. ''' 
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1920.] 


statement referred to in the answer to iinestion So. s (tuistarr,d) h« Ike 
Hen'hle Bab 0 Akhil ('handka Datta. asked at theCouunl meethuL the 

1st Seftemher, 1920, 


ISi OMB OKUU'lilMll lUNd TUK lABl KI\K \KAHs 

rnoM TIIK W1^H^ OF roiYiHiH ano •iYi'i''r9 amoist iaui *« ur«tvFH*'H)\ iiiu 

|t«|‘UiT«0 IN CIVIL. OIUMISAL AM* IlKVKMh '"I'MMs a\I* ni'I'iis VviUlMI y.niii 
OOUKI*. IIVT1II.MUUUN 1 »IK 1 jkJlT 1-,^ K ^ KAks 


CmiH’om'U. C't in iuki Coni U. Rtiv^niio Conru. ('l*ll * 


R«. A. I*. Us A. 1>. R. A. I*. lu A ». 

59.68,903 7 1 8.13,478 7 10 4. '.">.’.16 M n |y,7i.9K» o i 


>kk. 


X «4.49« 


S.H«. '8 1 


I'lirti I'i'ft on i»i is*inn *>( 
(to I’AA of . > at|>«tiai( 

It mi iiiKiitl’ini 

tlorkK, l«*«n 
»il>t ttf lom* 

|t«i )u|i I .iirVk ■(«.- 
Ilolll'l > All * *11^1 Vl' 

•ton Kir iitKl oul of 

t It' mil |il>iK 


8y the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

9 . 


(a) Is it a fact that (iovernnieiit recogniscij .some u-ars that the pay 
-and status of sub inspectors of scliools are insuDicietit / 

(b) What action, if any, lias been taken shkv the publication of the 
f^eventli Quinquennial Heview by Mr II Sharj), c.s.i., ( i.i:., to improve the 
pay and status of sub-ins[)ect()i‘s of sidiools? 

(c) Are the (Government aware that the abnormal rise in tlie jirire of all 
necessaries of life is caiisinj^ great hardshiji to sub inspectors of schools'' 

(d) Is it in tlie contemplation of ( Governnitmt to im})rovc 11 h‘ }>ay and 
status of this class of oflicers at an earl\ date? 

(e) Has any scheme been formulated in this l)(‘ha!f ? 

(/) If so, will the Government k* plea.sed to lay it on ilie tabled 

(g) If not, are the Government con.sideriiig the desirability of im[)roving 
the pay and status of sub-inspectors of .schools without any lurther delay? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (ri), (h), (d) and (g) It is .stated in {)aragraf)h UK) of the seventh quin 
^uennial review of the progress of education in India, bv Mr Sharji, winch 
was published in 1918; that the pay and status of tlie sukirdinate inspe-ting 
staff are insufficient. This is a general statement regarding tiic subordinate 
^>taff in Britisli India as a whole ami is not aj»f>licabje only to sub insjjf'ctors 
()f schools in Bengal. No special action has been taken to improve the pay 
<ind status of sul)-ins[)ectors ol schools since the [mbhcation of this work. 
Government propose to take up the question of reorganizing the subordinate 
•educational service to which tliey helong, as uell a.s other services bfdow^ the 
provincial educational service, and will appoint shortly a cornmituic to advise 
on the subject. I'he sul)~ins})ectors of schools will hcnefit from any improve- 
ment in the subordinate educational service which may be effected by 
reorganization. 

(c) Sub-inspectors of schools like other classes of the community are 
affected by the rise in prices. 

(e) and (/) No scheme has so far been formulated.” 


2a 
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860 Questions and Answers. []sr Septembhu 

By the Hon'ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta;— 

10 . 

(a) Is it a fact that the sub-inspectors of schools have no suitable ollice 
accoinuKxIation ? 

(b) If so, what action, if any, have the Government taken in this matter < 

(r) If no action has been taken, are the Government considering the 
desirability of taking action ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (a) Sub-inspectors of schools are not provided with office accommoda- 
tion, exce{)t at district head(|iiarters, where their work is done at the offices* 
of the deputy inspectors of schools. 

(fj) No action has been taken by Government in this matter. 

(r) As the office records of the sub-insj)ec‘tors of schools occupy very little 
space and they are essentially touring officers, Government do not think it 
necessary to j)rovide them with office accommodation. ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

11 . 

(а) Are the Government aware — 

(/) that sub inspectors of schools are not ]>rovided with peons; 

(ii) that in Assam these oflicers are provided with })eons; and 
(///) that in Bengal the l^xcise and Salt sub-inspectors are provided with 
peons ? 

(б) Are the Government considering the desirability of ])roviding the 
sub-inspectors of schools with peons? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) (/) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(//) Government have no information. 
(///) The answer is in the athrmative. 

(b) The answer is in the negative 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

12 . 

(7) Are tlie Government aware — 

(a) that the rates of travelling allowances now prescribed for sub- 

ins]>ectors of schools are inadequate, and 

(b) that the travelling allowance of sub-inspectors of schooB in Assam 

has been fixed at Rs. 45 pe]' month ? 

Are the (lovernment considering the desirability of introducing the 
same system in Bengal? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (1) (a) No representation on the subject has been received. 

(b) (Jovernment have no information on the point. 

(£). In view of the replies given above, the question does not arise/ 



(Juextmis nn<i Aiwrrrs. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:- 
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13 . 


>,e- SovIro.tt:«Ur' “ "> ““ «»»»■■"'> '0«a.l. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (a) and (h) The Director of Public Instruction has represented that 
the number of schools under the sub-inspectors is tou lar-c for thoroueli and 
efficient inspection; and he has submitted a ])roposal for increasmty the nuin- 
her of sub-inspectors which is now under tlie coiisuieration of (iovernm^uit " 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

14 . 

(d) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the fai't that lu 
tlie pay of the Excise sub-inspectors is inade<juale ? huI 

(&) Are the Government considering the desirainlitv of inir)rovin''f thinr 

pay^ 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

(a) and (6) The Commissioner of i'.xcise has the inattiT undm- cr>n- 
sideration.*’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: - 
15 . 

(a) Is it a fact tliat before tlie amalgamation of the Iacisi* and Salt 
Departments in 1014, the j>()sts of Excise inspcM lors and superinlcmlents 'Jj; 
^^ere filled by promotion from tlic^ rank of sub inspectors, but that .^incc the 
.said ainalgamation this system has been piaclMall\ disciiiit.mied h* 

(/>) Are the Government aware that this has caused dissat islac tiou 
amongst the Excise subdns}>eclors maii\ of whom are gradi ates and none 
of whom has failed to pa.ss the Iiitermediale I'.xaminatioii in Arts or Seeuice f 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Marr:— 

' (a) The answer is in the negative 

(b) In view of the answer to (//), the cpiestion does not arise 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:- 
16 . 

A?\ llie Go\(n'nnient aware that in maii\ distrmts f^xcise suh- i.j 
insj lectors are not provided with Government quarters and that this cauw^ 
great hardship to them, especially in view ol the fad that tfa*} are frequently 
transferred from station to station ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr:— 

“ Excise sub-inspectors employed in the executive line are not provided 
with Government quarters in any district Ihose in charge of warehouHe*s 
get Government quarters in certain districts, and steps are liciiig taken to 
provide quarters for them in the other districts as funds lyecome available.’* 



Pay of 

of ICucise 
Loparluiuot 


IncIuHion of 
Darjuolinp' 
withiu the 
Btfornm Scheme. 


Strdar Bahadur 
8. W. Laden La 
taking part in a 
Oertain agitation. 


Quf^stious ahd AnmerR. [1st SKrTKMitKi:. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta:— 

17 . 

{(i) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the fact that peons 
of the Excise Department have not received the increment of pa> which lias 
been allowed to this class of (iovernment servants in other denartments ? 

{h) Are the Governfnent considering the desirability of granting a suit- 
able increment to the pay of peons of the Excise Department ? 

I 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: — 

“ (a) The pay of the peons of the Excise Department was revised when 
that department was reorganised. 

(b) No.*' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

18 . 

(^) Are the Government aware that a keen desire exists to include 
Darjeeling within the Reforms Scheme? 

(b) Will the Government be pleased to state what decision, if any, they 
have come to on this question? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking necessary 
steps for the inclusion of Darjeeling wdthin the Reforms Scheme ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ {a) Government have received various representations for the inclu- 
sion of the district of Darjeeling within the Reforms Scheme; on the other 
hand there have also been representations to the opposite effect. 

(b) By the Bengal Electoral rules, as sanctioned by Parliament and the 
Secretary of State, the district of Darjeeling has been excluded from the 
jurisdiction of the Reformed Legislature. 

(r) No.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta: — 

19 . 

{a) Are the Government aware that Sardar Bahadur 3. W. Laden La, 
Deputy Superintendent of Police, Darjjeeling, openly took an active pait 
in the agitation which has been carried on for some time past by the Euro- 
pean residents of Darjeeling for the exclusion of Darjeeling from the opera- 
tion of the Reform Scheme? 

(b) What action, if any, have the Government taken agaimst him for 
j)articipation in political agitation in contravention of Government rules on 
the subject? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of transferring 
Sardar Bahadur S. W, Laden La from Darjeeling? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ (a) and (b) Government have no information to this efiect. 

(c) No.” ‘ 



1)5).] Questions ami Anstoers, *H (>3 

By the Hon'ble Babu Akhii Chandra Datta:— 

20 . 

(fl) Is it a fact that some Government servants in Bengal have conlri- 
hiited towards what is known as the “ Dver Fund 

(b) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of issuing a cir- Ooutrii»uti< 
pulftr reminding all Government servants that they are prohibited by the rules 
from making such contribution? ‘ ‘ iJuNeruml 

(tervtnU. 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

• (a) Government have no information to this efTect. 

(b) A circular has already been issued asking Heads of Departments to 
call the attention of officers serving under them to tlie rulc' on the suhji'ct ” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

21 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state what their programme is as sau.ury 
regards spending the amount ear-marked in the current year's budget esti- 
mates for sanitary propaganda work '! 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: 

“ Government are not yet in a jiosition to make a statement A repl) 
will be furnished to the Hun' hie Meitiher as soon as posMhle 


By the Hon’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur:— 

22 . 

(a) Are the Government aware that on the Itltli M:y\ , '''’“*1' 

Chandra Mazurndar, Suhdivisioiial Gilieer ol lainluk, m Die ' 

Midnapore, took proceedings under tlie „f 

Monmotha \ath llaldar, M.sc, a pleader lor ^ 

an order, lai^sed by the said ' ' '7':; ! ^ 

entering the oHice room for tlie inspection of the (. s . j 

" . cf ti.o (if the lliudi (h>nrt. dated 

(b) Are the Government aware of the onh r oi uk g 

the nth dune, quashing the said iirocecdings 

(e) In the interests of the pul, he 
considering the desirabiliU of makiiij-^ r 1 

Subdivision al Officer concerned ? 

i. r. rvf th(‘ f(*eliri‘^ that exists h(‘lwe^Mi the 

(d) Are the Governinent ^ Officer. Bahu 

pleaders at Tamluk and ,.^..1 hv 'a resolution passed by the Bar 

Satish Chandra Mazumdar, asevimt-i n\ a i 

Associations of these two places . 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:- 

ro tint the proceedings mentioned were 
“ (a) Government are aware Uiat ti ^ 

taken, but the ground on which proceedings arc that the 

in the question. The grounds as state, m U, 
pleader in dehance of the orders on the sunje 
office room and declined to leave i 

(b) Yes. 


'I’lii caw 

Hitl'ii Sal 
{ litiriilra 
M ti/iini'l 
SiilnllV «H 
0(1, i-n It 

Tmtiltik. 
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(r) The proceedings of the Subdivisional Officer, his reply to the rule 
issued by the High Court, and the ordei's of the High Court are on record, 
and there does not appear to be any necessity for a further inquiry. 

{d) Government have received copies of certain resolutions f)assed by the 
Midnapore liar Association, but no such resolutions appear to have been 
passed by the Tamluk Bar Association. Government are informed that cor- 
dial relations exist between the Subdivisional Officer and the Tamluk Bar.’' 


By the Hon’bie Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur: — 

23 . 

(a) With reference to the speech made by t}u‘ Hon’ble Sir Henry Wheeler 
in the Legislative Council on the 12th Angiust, 1919, on a resolution of the 
Hon’ble Bulai Akhil Chandra Datta, in which the Hoii’ble tliie Finance Mem- 
ber said tluit the question of adopting Rs. 130 as the minimum pay in both 
Western and Jeastern Bengal had then betui undei’ discussion for some time 
and at that moment was merely awaiting the examination of a few remaining 
figures, and that Government were going to raise the initial pay in the Western 
Bengal districts from Rs. 25 to Rs. 30, w ill the Government be {)leas^^d to state 
whnt decision has been come to on the subject? 

(b) Is it a fact that Government have in contemplation a scheme to bring 
the scale of pay of all ministerial officers in Western Bengal district offices into 
line v^i^h thut drawn by siudi officers in I'histern Bengal districts? If so, will 
the Government be jdeased to slate whether — 

( /) the (’omimssioners' offices in Western Itengal are to be nK-liided In the 
scheme; and 

(//) whether it is proposed to remove the jiresent disparitv of ])av between 
th' sarishtadars in Eastern Bengal and Western Bengal? 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. Marr: — 

The information is l)eing colle(*ted and a rejdy will be furnished to the 
Hon’hle Member as soon as possil)]e.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabar:ty:— 

24 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state what amounts have been spent 
out of the money sanctioned in coniieetion w ith the seK'ondary education scheme 
for each of the following (‘lasses of educational officers : — 

(a) teachers of Government high schools w ho were in the subordinate 
educational service; 

(&) inspecting officers who were in the subordinate educational service; 

(r) officers serving in colleges who were in the subordinate educational 
service; 

before the 21st Se] tember, 1919, and 
(d) other officers ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ A statement is laid on the table. ” 



[920.] and Anwers. Xg-, 

statement referred to in the answer to ,inestion .V«, jj, (,n, starred) '>,/ the 
Hon’hle Babu Sarat Chandra Chakkahahtty asked at the l 'ouncil meeting 
on the 1st Seyteniher, 19:J0, sho^ring amounts whirh hari hern sf>ent oiit 
of the money y sanctioned ni connect ion oath the second(t t'lj eihirtitiifu 
scheme, for certain classes of ediiralionai officers. 


«»f uuncatiomii ulVu-i : S-:\ 


TeacluM-8 in Go^ornmont Suliunlitiai 

Bt‘tort* the ;>‘Isl Sepleiiil)or, Sitmc**. 


■J Inspecting oilicers. Iv'for- tin* 'Jl-'t 
September, 191‘.h 

Ollicers Herving ni (\>llegeB. H-I'itr*' tlu* 
21st Septembei', 1912. 

1 Other oflieer.s 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chaktaba. tty. 


25 . 

{(i) Is it a fact tbal (JoverniiuMil in \k*v\ a! 

a bicMiiiia! iruTemeiit of Rs 4.0 to the ineinheis ol t}i(‘ jMovi 
service? 


II ih( '*1 [;raiil 
1 1 (m! iral loiial 


[h) Is it also a fact that iii the |)r<(Mii(i.il ,|Uili(ial (nnl lAcitiloe m*i 
MCI.-, a hieiiiiial iiierciueiit of Us oO lias heen NiiiK tiniied ' 


bifiiDii 
iti( mn 
}>ii) of 
ol tin- 
< (iu< it 


(r) Did the Public Services Coiiiniission rccnimneni 
of the aforesaid three services? 


1 iiMioflii t imO Iiiciit 


(r/) Are ti.e Do'.ci niniiil a'\aic <»! a u i>lt‘ ler'ui- <•! ■ Ic a| ';»oiiit 
merit and discontent among.st the niemhers of the piovinc) d c-iin at lonai ser 
vice on the question of the diflererilial treatment f>t member^ oi l a (> o\ C'< la 
uidicial and executive services in comparison \Mtii the efimational smaKc in 
the matter of the rate of increment of salaries ^ 

(e) Is it a fact that the maxiimmi r;it(>s of jciv saiictiMieil lor the loeiu- 
bers of the proviDcial judicial service and tl,e prooiicuil 
aie Rs. 1.000 and Rs 1,200 respeclneh, ^^hlle the n.aMmmn ,,a oo p.-sed 
for the meml>ers of the provincial educational sei \i(e i*- <> i 

tile elaims ol tlie latter -ervif e for a 


(/) Are the Government eonsideru 
biennial increment at the rate of Rs M ) ' 


(,) In cc^e^ion with tins O-tioje tu. .he 

op.mon that has l«en exprm^i tb‘tt b ‘ ' j ^ educational service in this 

attainments are not like > to be at rat ^ 
country, if the emoluments ottered to tnem rn 
aforesaid two other services ? 

. » 
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Questions and Answers. 


{i8T Septembeh, 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ (a) and (/) The Hon’ble Member is referred to Resolution No. 588 
T. — Edn., dated 2()th August, 1^)20, a copy of which is laid on the table 
The rate of increment is Rs. 40 biennially during the earlier years and theie 
after Rs. 50 biemiially. 

(b) Yes, except that Subordinate Judges will remain on the same tate 
of f)ay for six years, viz., the 15th to 20th years of service. 

(c) The answer is in the affirm'ative. 

(d) It is believed that there is some discontent among ofFn ers of the 
provincial educational service. 

{e) 'J’he answer is in the affirmative. Rupees 800 is the maximum {)a\ 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State for the provincial edin-ational service 
and the local Government cannot, therefore, di afted a scheme which will place 
the members of this service in the same position as members of the provincial 
jinhcia] and executive services. 

(g) Government have no information about the ojiinion referred to 


Resolution referred to in the answer to question No. 25 {unstarred) by the 
Hon'ble Babu Sakat Ghandka Ghakkabaktty asked (ft the Council 
meeting on the 1st September^ 1920. 

REVISED SCALES OF PAY OF THE PROVINCIAL EDUCATIONAL 

SERVICE. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

general department. 

Eduoatfon. 

DACCA, THE 20th AUGUST 1020. 

RESOLUTION- No. 588 T.— Edn. 

The Government of Bengal have l)een authorised by the Go\ eminent of 
India to settle the grading of the ITovmeial Educational Service within the 
limUs ol pay fixed by the Secretary of State, viz., a maxiimim of Rs. 800 a 
moiitli and a minimum of Rs. 250 a month After careful cfmsideration the 
Governor in (\aincil has saiudioned the following scale of pay Avhich will have 
retrosj)ective effect from 1st December ItllO:-— ' 


Year of mTVh *• of pay |>er 

iiieiifk'in 

1st year (on probation) ... ... 050 

■JikI year (on probation) ... ... 250 

:lr(i year (on confirmation) ... ... .300 

4 tb year ... ... ... 300 

5 tli year ... ... ... 340 

0th year ... ... ... 340 

7 tli year ... ... ... 330 

8th year ... ... ... 3S0 

ftth year ... ... ... 420 

lOlh year ... ... ... 420 

nth year ... ... ... 400 

12th year ... ... ... too 
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Year of service. Si'tle ot p«> |>er 

tiM'iimMn 

{Efficiency bar.) 

13th year ... ... ... 500 

I4th year ... ... ... 500 

15th year .. ... ... 550 

• 16th year ... ... ... 550 

17th year ... ... ... 600 

18th year ... # ... ... ('0(^ 

10th year ... ... . . 6V) 

t20th year ... ... ... 650 

[Efficiency bin.) 

21st year ... ... 700 

22nd year ... ... ... 700 

23rd year ... . 750 

24th year ... ... 750 

25tb year and over ... ... ^00 


The above orders appl} to men’s <ij)j)(nntment.s oiiIn, and n?d(‘rs will 
ssne separately regarding tlie revision of llie sc ale of pa\ for ladii's’ appoint 
nents in the Provincial Pdncational Service 

OrniEH.- -Ordered that tins Ke.solntion be published m the CidcutUt 
Gazette for general information 

Bv oialer of the (iovcMcior in (‘oMiu d, 

L S S O’Mmifv, 

Secy, to the (i'o't. nf Il^'niot!. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty; 

26 . 

( /) Are the Government aware 

(a) that no lam[)s are lighted on the platform of the (joalund(» railvNa\ 
station of the Eastern Bengal lhnl\\a\ till 0 cm.. 

(h) that the booking office at the' (loaliindo radwa\ station is opene(l 
for the sale iif tickets/mb half an hour Indore the starting ol 
trains; and 

(r) that no lights are plac*ed on the pathwa\ irom the Haliadurabml' 
Goahmdo steamer ghat at (ioalundo to the rai!wa\ statnm at 
Goalundo? 

(?) If so, are the Government considering the desirahilitv of tahing Htep‘> 
to remove these grievances^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley:— 

(1) {a) It has l)een ascertanicl fron, the I,asH-ni 
management that the platform is not open u. the pn .he or lightci till 21 hour, , 
as the first train after dark does not leave till 2^ 15 lonrs 

The management liave recently .lecnlcl to light part ol the |.Iatform 

near the river side at dusk. . 

{b) Yes. This is in accor.lan.e with ti.e practice ol, taming at lailway 

stations which are not open for 24-honr Uioking , ■ 

(c) The Railway management report that the pathway refcrreil U. ,s lit 
with high power lamps. 

(g) The subjects dealt with in the question have lieen brought to the 
notice of the Eastern Bengal Railway management ^ ^ 
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By the Hon*ble Babu Sara! Chandra Chakrabartty:— 

27 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state- 

{a) whether there is any rule relating to the appointment of deouty 
superintendents ot central jails; 

(h) what are the necessary qualifications of candidates foi- these 
appointments; and 

(c) what are the qualificatidns of the present deputy superintendent 
of the Dacca central jail and wdiat posts did l^e hold before he 
obtained the appointment? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

‘‘ (a) and (b) These appointments are made in accord ince with rule 
154 oi‘ the Jail Code, which runs as follows: — ’ 

fiverv central jail carrying on a special industry shall ha\e a skilled 
manufacturer qualified to superintend the maniifactorv defim t 
ment in all its branches. Such appointment sbiall be made b^ 
s))ecial agreement and under the special sanction of Govern- 
ment. 

(c) 'riie present deputy superintendent of the Dacca central iaii, v ho 
i: only acting in a leave vacancy, served an apprenticeship in a mecdianic shop, 
and 'll the d^eks with a short course of electric iiistallatioj) w’oi'k. Since 
then he has ladd the following posts: — 

(/) engineer in charge of a motor sclKHUier undei* tl)c bhist ('oast 
Trading and Navigation C()m])aiiy, Tdinited Hninia, foi T2 
months, 

assistant in charge of compressing oxv acetylene and vveKling 
under the Oxy Acetylene, Inghling and Welding Gom[)an\, 
Ihirma, for over 9 months; 

(V) 4th engineer to the Burma Govei'nment di’cdger for months; 

(.D engineer, Poozamdarng rice mill in Burma, for 5 rnontlis, and 
temporary assistant engineer in the same null for’ 4 moiUiis; 

{[)) temporary eiigiiu^r, Kanagto mill, Burma, for (i months 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: 

28 . 

V\’ill the Government be pleased to make a statement, siiowing 
[d) th(' numirer oi cases of ii’aud eoin;mMcd bv e\})orters or other 
traders on the Rice Controller since 1918, wdiich came to the 
knowledge of the authorities, together with tlie detailed cireum- 
stances of each such case; and 

{b) in how’ manv of such instances criminal jrroceedings were started 
against tlie offending parties, and with wdiat result^ 


An:,wer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin;— 

“ {a) No cases ot fraud committed ii})on the Rice Controller, whether bv 
exporters or other traders, have come to the knowledge of the authorities. 
Disciplinary measures were fi’oni time to time taken by the Director of Civil 
Supplies agauist merchants violating the conditions under whicli they had 
received licenses from him and against merchants contravening Government 
orders made in pursuance of the control over foodstuffs. In these cases it was 
found more effective to penalise the offender by curtailing his facilities for 
further business under Government license than to proceed through tbc 
criminal, courts. 



l920.j ami Answers. 

Instances occurred oi forged dcK'Uiiients l)eiug used in ordei' to evade 
restrictions on the movement of rice. In such cases as (oiuerned the ollice of 
liie Director of Civil bupplies it \vas found impi>ssil)le to pruwd further, 
the presumed iiflenders, on lealising that suspicion had heiui anuistnl on 
I ii’csenta tion of the ic^igc^d c'citiiiv'ates. naturally tailed to appear a'^'^ain and 
remained untraccd. 

i^b) It IS uiideistood that oiu' or nioie }*!M>sei’ut ions t(>r torgerv of pi*i<uitv 
certificates were instituted, hut not hv tins (Government. ” ^ * 


By the Hon'bic Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: 

29 . 

(d) Has the attention of tiie (io\erriiiient hcen drawn to a rase m wineh 
a Muhammadan woman was charged at Manil;ga!i| with att(miptuig to 
commit suicide and to the evidence di^rlo.siug ih.n she am! he?' chiidrcti liad 
been starving for a few^ days^ 

{h) If so, will the (iovernment he pleased to la\ a copN <»f the pidgment 
in tlie said case on tlie tahlq'^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy: 

“ (</) Yes. 

(b) A coj)y of the ifidgiiKmt m laid on the table 


n] j K il n tjir n t I i‘ f ri(‘(l to tu f fi r (Uisi/(i (>' iiio^'ioii \". {Kind ;i'(ii) 
bil floti'hlr \]\V.V IjH AH lADltA ClIWhKX nf t hr i'(n;ici< 

iftrf'titiii on fin' 1st Se/d rm h/o , ru'n. 


F.MeKRoa i''isK,'> Tai.i u.n.x. 

S(‘( t O n did. lliiilOit fd not / <Kir 

In this (‘ase, accus(*d, a pool* woman '»t aho'iit .ij •> iiflle cliddicn 

and an invalid liushaiid to maintain. all(‘iajjtt‘d to comiiiU snu idc lt\ hanging 
hei'self from her roof with a rope Prosecution x'llm*^" Sail Ihhi \v(*nt 
t lievc on I 'C‘a I'! 1 ig tlx* e i x's ol a i cii'^C' ; ^ ! i i 1 1 < * < i 1 1 to 'i ?id w ai ' 'iea*d loi nging . 
Saki Ihie slionted for help d'wo pa--ciMo . mnr .uni . iii I h^ i ..pc a nd I bus 
saved the life ol the acciiseii 

It appears accused being inial)l(‘ to pr. \ nic leo'Mdt and lim ' {iiid»'cn v ith 
food took the desjierate resolve of eommilfmc mix ide Six- ha ' o:desM*<i the 
guilt. 

I find liei' gliilt\ under section imban Ihmal Code, (d attunplmg 

suicide by hanging 

She is a first offender and laknr- iiito .eoMderat ".n the rin-iniistance of 
the case I order her release oa proiiaiiim el ^ood condiifl on Ijer Ki\jne 
seauritv in the sum of lis oO h dl. one H.retN m tl.e ‘auae Mun for one yea, to 
appear when called upon to receivi’ M-ntea.e and m the inearitiim’ l> he oi 
^mod behaviour a.nd to kecf) the peace 

M Amoh.i.vh, 

Ih j'Knf rotf . 1st ('loss. 

1*7 20 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray;— 

30 . 

(a) Is it a fact that several European officers of Government have sub- 
scribed to the “ Dyer Fund *’ ? 

(b) If so, will the Government be pleased to state their names and 

official designations? • 

(c) If the Government have no information in the matter, are they con 
sidering the desirability of making mn early inquiry and cf publishing its 
results f 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:— 

“ (a) and (h) Government have no inforniation. 
(r) No.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

31 . 

(a) Are the Government aware that the Government ot Madras have 
by a recent ordiM' pi’ohibited their oflicers to subsc ribe to the nyer Fund,” 
on the ground that such action constitutes an offence against the Govern- 
ment Servants’ Conduct Rules? 

(b) Are the Government aware of an opinion that has been expressed 
that such action on the part of European officers would serve to foster racial 
animosity and disaffection against Government? 

{(') Is there any Government of India circular in the matter have the 
Government made any reference on the subjec’t to the Goverriment of India 
either before or after the promulgation of the aforesaid order by the Govern- 
ment of Madias? If so, when, and with what result^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ {(i) It has been mentioned in the press that such an order has been 
issued by the Government of Madras, but the local Government have not seen 
a copy of it. 

{b) No. 

(r) The Ilon'ble Member is referred to the answer given to question 
20 (h) ” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

32 . 

Have the Government r.aised any objection to Indian officials openly 
subsci ibing to the Jallianwallabagh Memorial Fund started under the aus- 
})ices of the Indian National Congress? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

** No orders have issued on the point.” 



l920f] Questions ami Answers. 

By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

33 . 

of a recent amendment nf the Bombay 
provision of housing accommodation for 
dated provision of a large number of tene* 

(b) If so, do the Government contemplate taking an\ similar :icln)n in 
this province* » 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: 

(/i) Government are aware that the ( itv of Homha\ Imprtoenieiil 
Trust proposed an amendment of tlie lU»mha\ (’ity ImpnixeiDcnt Act so as 
to enable them to purchase land whenever an <»p})ortunil \ presents itscit 
without wailing to bring the land within the purview of a sciiemc, tlu‘ ol.|ecl 
being to have a reserve ol land suitable foi- location of c haw is fnr the poor* 
clishoiised by the '1 rust s sc*heni(‘s (ioNernniiuit haw no ii.tormiiion as to 
the action taken on this proposal. 

{h) The (juestu)ii of amending s(‘c*tioii .c' oi iih‘ ralciiMa IniproveuK* .1 
Ac‘t so as to give the Trust fuller powers as rt*gards I'tdion^mg scheme's has 
been considered by this (ioverumeiit , hut the mattcM* is one which must he 
left to the future Minister." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: - 
34 . 

{a) Will the Government he pleased to .slate what cnconragciiH'nt has 
fieen given by them for the expansion of housing acconiimMlation for the work* 
ing and the jioorer* middle classes in ( hicntta since' t Ih' passing (»f 1 la* ( 'alcutta 
Itent Act? 

{b) Have the Government any idea as to the ainomil of at Ina* impr*ove 
inent if any, in the city’s housing accoinniodation since' tlic' saiti Act came 
into force? 

{('} How far and in what nianiH'r lia\t‘ the opc'iat ions o* tin* ('filcntta 
Improvement Trust been affected in the- Galt ntta Ib'iit A(t ^ 


(a) Are the Government awar 
Im{>rovement Act. relating to the 
the working classes and the conteni| 
inents thereunder ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:- 

■ (a) dlic Hon’lik' Mcinhci’ is rcic'Mi'd to IJcsoIuIkhi \o I . 
dated 24th May, 1920. in whidi (jloverninenl untlf'i to«»k tt* a<*'|inrc land undtu* 
the Land Acquisition Act on behalf and at the cost ol r(*yi Icrt'ti coiup*iiii(*s 
formed for housing purposes whose .schemes are appr(n(*tj In ( jo\crnn'C*ut so 
long as emergent measures are necessaiw lor the <leve!t»pine!d of ( alcntt <. 

(b) Government have no iriformation. 

ic) It lias been the practice of the Impi -‘Cinent [rest to alloA* tin* 
owners and occufuers of actpiired properties to sta\ on as tenants on pav rnent 
of a fixed monthly rent, until thev are able to find snitaha* accommodation 
elsewhere or until it becomes necessary for the Trust to demolish the biul i 
inc with a view to disposing of the laml under section S] oi tae ( alcutta 
Improvement Act, or for any other purjxises pr<n'ided in that Act, viz., open 
ing up congested areas, laying out or altering str(*ets or proxuling o[;eu 
spaces. 

Tt has been represented that tliere inav lie difficulty in continuiiig this 
practice owing to the provisions of the I 'alcutla Rent Act. ihe matter is 
under the consideration of Government. 


Hau«M 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray: — 

35 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state what progress has been made 
in organising a Department of Industries in Bengal, and what line of action 
is proposed to be taken thereby in the near future?. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Marr: - « 

1 The Departments of Factory Inspection, Boiler Inspectiofi. and 
Smoke Nuisance have been taken over by the Department of industries, and 
their ofl[i(;es and staff are being organised on parallel lines Industrial and 
Technical Education has also been placed under the Department of Indus- 
tries. 

"1. Nominations have been sent to Government for the formation of an 
Advisory Board of Industries and orders foimulating this Board are expec 
ted to issue very soon. 

d. Ap])lications have been received for the posts of Circle Ofli(‘ei’< iuid 
nominations have been submitted to Government ‘ 

4. Applications for the posts of Dejiuty Director and Industrial i‘'ngi 
neer have been received, and nominations will be made to Government this 
month 


r> All Industrial Intelligence Officer has been afipointed. One of the 
most important parts of his work will he the study of labour (piestions 

(1. The following will indicate briefly the future line of action so far 
as it can at present I>e forecaste<l : - - 

(7) When the Advisory Board of Industries is gazetted by (loveiai- 
ment, it is propOvSed to call a meeting and to elec't commit toes to 
advise on the different branches of tlie work of the de})art!ncnl , 
e.g,— 

{(i) Technical and Industrial education 
{h) Factories and Labour (jiiestions. 

(c) Questions relating to large well established imlustiics 
(^7) Questions relating to small or i'ottaire uulusines. 

Circle Offices will be established and Circle ^ Officers will be 
instructed to make a survey of tlie present state of iffairs. 

( O As far as the staff .nailable permits, special iiujuines will be made 
into the possibility of developing the resources of tlie c-ountry 
and i»f .>iart mg new industries 


By the Hon’ble Babu Bhabendra Chandra Ray:— 

36 . 

(a) With reference to the Government notification No. BOOT. IT, dated 
the loth May, 10*^0. relating to the apjiorUonment of the costs of the records- 
of-rights operations in certain jiarts of the district of Jessore, will the Govern- 
ment be pleased to state — 

(i) the amount of the total cost of such operations, per acre, in the ease 

of the Jessore district, as i‘om])ared with that for the other dis 
triets in which settlement operations have been concluded; and 

(ii) the proportion of sucli costs borne by the State, and the different 

grades of landlords and raiyats, respectively, in the case of each 
of the districts ? 



1920.] • ««'/ . I N-vtoers. 

{h) Will the Government be pleased t„ ext.l iin 
ing particularly— ‘ * 


87a 

tte aforesaid order, sWw* 


(0 what contributions will have to l,e n.a.ie bv a landlor.i a tenure 

holder and an under tenure bolder, re.spei tiielv, in re<Mrd to 
a particular land; and ..inM„aro lo 

(ii) the amount to be contributed l.v lan.llords of vanou.s era.ies for 
lands in their khas possess^m ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin:— 

“ («) (i) The amount of the total cost of settienient operations, per .icre is 
asfollodvs; — 


Ntiine of 


J essore 

(1st block. Information for the 
whole district is not yet avjulahle ) 
Bakargan j 

* Faridjnir 
Jalpaiguri 
MyineiKsingh 
Dacca 

• Midnapore 
Noakhali 
Tippera 
Raj shah i 


i OKt pt>| ili'l I 


Its. A. 1'. 

1 13 4 


I 5 (i 
1 10 1 
I 4 11 
1 0 3 

I 2 3 

0 15 4 

1 1 5 

1 1 3 

1 I 5 


(ii) The })roportion of the costs home hv the Stale has heiMi one fourth (d 
the net costs in all the districts This is indefuoident of the sums paid h\ the 
State in (jovernnient estates and in areas under settlement of the land revenue 
The proportion per acre home or to he home hy the diflerent grad'*> of 
landlords and raiyats in the districts named helovv is as follows 


Nuni« of (lintri' t. 


LuD-II'M -I, llj> ludllijL' loil\ ,i'M. 

t* I)Ur<' H. 


Rrt. ^ e Kh a e, 


JosHore ... ... ••• 

Midnapore — 

Jut block ... ... ... 1- 

Wast<" (except current fallow ) and 0 •* ^ 

Re.sifiui* of Irtt block [Block 1 (*'/)] ... 

Waste and dnbi ... ... ••• 

2nfi block ... ... ... 


Wash* (exc»*ptin|i5 ci]rr**nt fallow) 
(iahi and jiin4,de 
Srd and -'’ifb blocbs 
4 th blot k 
Tippera 
Rajahahi 


and 

o 

... n 10 ♦’» 

0 jn 0 
0 s 0 
0 


(I 7 i; 

U ^ 0 fovci'jii fiuhi 

.1 rt'l u hhI*. , 

Nil 

0 I. n 

Nil 

o :'t n (ovcopi tifihi 

and wjiMie 
and juiu'lo ) 


Nil. 

n .7 n 

0 .7 0 

n .» Ti 

n 1 s 


The landlord's share was assessed as a wln.le on al! llie landlords on earn 
acre of land in accordance with (l>e principles, with necessarv n.odificationH 
according to the circumstances of each district, followed in tin; case of the 
Jessore apportionment order. 

In other cases the apportionment was frameii on a different basis, viz., a 
profit basis 



Acnuiwitioi' uf 
land in Bo^ra 
for Jndp;t'’s 
qimrtorw and 
police barracks 


(^hiestions and Answ^^r^, [isT Skptkmber^ 

(b) (i) For an explanation of the apportionment order, the Hon’ble 
Member might refer to the Settlement Officer in case of any Bifficulty. An 
ilInsti*ation is, however, given: 

A is a proprietor of 300 acres. 

li is B first grade tenure-holder (permanent) of 100 acres. 

C is a first grade tenure holder on an indefinite term, of 100 acres. 

I) is a second grade temporary tenure-holder under B, of JOO acres. 

E are the raiyats of 200 acres under C and I). 

F are the raiyats of 60 acres hetd dire(;t under A. 

40 acres are held khas by A . 

The raiyats I', and F will all pay at the rate of 7 annas and 6 pies j)er acre, 
/.e.,Rs. 121-14. 

D will f)ay 6 annas and 6 pies ])er acre for 100 acres or Hs. 40 10. 

C will f)ay 6 annas and 6 [>ies per a(‘re for 100 acres or Rs. 40 10. 

B will pay J of Rs. 40-10 or Rs. 30-7-6, not paid by 1) for the lands held 
by him. 

A will pay 13 annas per acre plus 7 annas and 6 pies per acre for the 40 
acres held khus, ij\, Rs. 51-40, will |)ay 13 annas per acre for the lands let direct 
to raiyats, /.e., Rs 48 12; will pay ^ of Rs. 40-10 for the 100 acres held by D or 
Rs. 10 2-6; and will pay 6 annas and 6 pies per acre for the 100 acres snbl(*t to 
(\ ;.r., Rs. 40-10. 

Rs A. p. 

The proprietor will ])ay in all ... ... 150 12 6 

Fhe tenure holders ... ... Ill 11 6 

The raiyats ... 121 14 6 

(h) (ii) Each landlord pays for k/ias lands, in addition to the landlord’s 
share payable by him, the 7 annas and 6 pies per a(‘re which would be payable 
by a raiyat if the land were sublet.’* 


By the Hon’ble Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur: — 

37 . 

(/) Is it a fact that about 50 bighas of land in the Maltinagar ward 
of the Bogra Municipality is proposeil to be accjuired for the additional 
Judge's (]uarters and police barracks? 

(c*) Will the tloyernment be pleavSed to state 

(a) whether the Municipal ( ’ommissionei's of Bogra luianimously 

passed a resohition recjuesting the District Magistrate to select 
some other sites in the western ]>art of the town whi<*h are 
unoccupied and which w'ould lead to an extension of the 
municipal area and add to the income of the municipality and 
effect an improvement of the town generally; 

(b) what action has been taken by the District Magistrate in response 

to the resolution; 

(r) (/) whether 36 families who have been threatened wdth eviction 
from their homasteads, some of over hundred years’ standing, 
approached first the District Magistrate anil then the Divi 
sional (Commissioner; and 
(ii) if so. with what result; and 

(d) (i) whether they also submitted a memorial on the 8th November 
last to His Excellency the Governor setting forth the grounds 
against such acquisition; and 

(ii) if so, what reply have the Government been pleased to vouch- 
safe to the memorialists ? 



1920.] Qiiesttons ami Ansioers. 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson:-- 


(1) There IS a proposal to ac(iuire some 4() bi^^has of land in the Mai 
tinagar ward of the Bogra Municipality for police lines. It was pro 
posed to acquire another 4 bighas adjoining this for the additional Judge’s 
house, but it has been decided to adopt an alternative site fo»‘ this. 


^ (^) {(i) and (6) Ihe Municipal C oinniissioners of Bogra pas<t*d a reso- 
lution requesting the Magistrate to select some other sites (ui the western 
part of the town. After consideration of this resolution, the Magistrate was 
of opinion that these sites were not safisfactorv aiul that the original pro- 
posals should be adhered to. 


(c) (l) and (//) The projiosal invoUes the e\iction of about ‘Ju I’amilies 
These and others approached the Magistrate and ('oininissioner. who 
adhered to their opinion that the scheme should be j)roceeded with 


(d) (i) and (ii) A memorial was submitted to tlovernment against the 
acquisition. No reply has yet been sent to it, as the proposal with legard 
to the police lines has not yet reached (iovernmenl ’ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadut:- 
38 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state on what gi-ouiids a distiic tiou 
w^as made between the teacdiers of Govmaimmit high scho(»Is and all ()t}ier tiif**oi'< 
oflicers in giving promotion und(‘r tin* secondary (‘ducat ion sch(‘mi‘ in lh(‘ cast* 
of the lower sulKirdinate educational sin-vicc, wlnh' no such distiin(ioii was 
made in the case of the subordinate edticational s(‘r\ k'(‘ ^ 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ The question is based on the assumption that clerks and librariaiiH 
previously in the subordinate educational scrvici* wen* not accor(i»*d the 
same treatment as clerks and librarians who v\(‘n‘ in tin* lower subordmaU^ 
educational service and the uiigrad(‘d service !be as^uni|ition is incorrect 
Actually there w^as only one clerk or hhranan in the subordinate (Mlucal lonal 
service, and he will be jirovided with a suitalde p(»st elscwben* as soon as 
a suitable ojiportunitv occurs, Ids successor b(‘nig aj»|Hiinted in the cljMical 
service on Ils. ‘JO- 1 ‘ 50 All clerks or librarians m the hwver siib(*rdinate 
educational service or ungraded service have been placed in the clerica 
service/’ 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— 

39 . 

(1) Are the Government aware 

(a) that the waitii.K r«on. h.r fenu.le p.iKM.n.^ern of the th.nl .n..i ...ter 
^ mediate cla.ss at tl.f NarayanKaii.l rail%^ay stat.or. very small, 

(1) that there is only <.r.e wa.tit.o mom for f..-.st and s^eomi .da.ss ,.as- 
sengers, both male and female, and 

(c) that the female passengers are pnt to meonvenienee fo, want, of 
proper accommodation ? 

(*) Are the Gcernmeet ro„»i.ler.nK ll.r clcirahilily o( lakiny etcl.. 
io remedy this hardship and inconvenience . ^ ^ 
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[isr September, 


)v«*rl»rj(Ige 
itOHfling on IIk* 
^awubpur road, 
)acca. 


k^ooatifioH III 

>he auliordinutc 
•ivil BtTviee. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ (1) (a) The Eastern Bengal Railway management recognize that 
the waiting room is small and are taking steps to extend the accommodation. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The Railway management state that the waiting room for 1st and 
2nd class passengers is very seldom used and then only for short pericwls. 
The want ol a(‘(‘ommodation for these classes of passengers has not come to 
notice. 

(2) The Eastern Bengal Railway administration are taking steps to 
increase the waiting room accommodation, but do not propose to provide 
separate rooms for males and females as there does not appear, at present, 
to be sufficient demand.’* 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur: — 

40 . 

In answer U) my unstarred (jiiestion No 111 put on the 12th August, 1919, 
the (lovernnient were pleased to state that the railway authorities were 
considering schemes for substituting an overbridge crossing. Will the 
Government he [deai^ed to state what jirogress, if any, has since been made? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

“ The railway authorities have iimlei’ consulerntion plans for remodel- 
ling the station yard at Dac^ca and have reserved provisionally an alignment 
for an overbridge in substitution of the level tTOssing. Th^ design of the 
bridge will he taken up when the plans for remodelling the yard liave been 
completed.” 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur: — 

41 . 

(o) Will tlie (ioverninent be pleased to state 

(?) the number of vacancies in each grade of the subordinate civil ser- 
vice; and 

{ ii) when the\ contem[)late filling up these vacancies? 

(h) Are the tiovei’nment aware that by keeping these vacancies open 
hardshi]) is being caused to many officers wh(* would have re(-eived firomotion 
to the next liigher grade? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking early 
ste))s to fill up these vacancies? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson;— 

•' The Hon'ble Member is referred to the promotions appearing in 
to-day's Gazette.” 


V 
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By the Hofi’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur:— 

42. 

Will the Government be pleased to state 

(a) what steps have been taken to revise the eadre of tlit' provincial 

civil service so as to avoid tin* future eiiiploviuent of sub depnl\ i^ruuiKt*uwi»i 
collectors in work ordinaril\ done b\ deputy collectors in t'OlH OI 
accordance with the aniiouiKenieni made h\ llie llon’hle Mr. r«viKioi» of ti 
Kerr in this (loiineil on the 4tli .lulx , prllvinn..! lO 

(b) the number of otVicers by which the cadre of the pi-ovincml civil 

vService will thereby l>e increased. 

(c) how the Government contemplate n‘cruitni^ to meet this mcmast* 

of the cadre in the provincial cm! service, and 

(d) whether in the event of any increa.M’ in the ladre on the above 

account the Government will be pleased to consider tlie <lesiru* 
bility of making the entire recruitment from the Mib de[mt) 
collectors? 


Answer by the Hon*ble Mr. Stephenson:- 


" ('.oinmissioners Inivo he.-n oskeH t.. (‘stinnitr (he .n,>ur.Mnri, N ..I he 
,i,.triots in their divisions on tlie hns.s of the exist, no uorl. ishu h fn'l- vMthin 

;£ seope of the Provincial l•:xecnt,^e Seiaice .■e|>l'••^ no. uinler 

consideration, tail it is at present impossihle to pne the othei iido, iii.ition 
.Inch the llon’hle Meinlier desires. 


By the Hon’ble Rai Sri Nath Ray Bahadur: 


*’■(«) I. « 

from the suhordmate civil service ha\e to inniiipo ,i | 

ahont twoycar.sf , i .i 

{h) Will the ( Jovernnient he pleased to ^ 

(c) t; It a fact that those si, 1. deputy 
c.olleH-tors had already passed their service ' 

served their period of trainin- m the siihoidinat, u 

^ (rf) Are the ^^‘-•''■'-‘X^'l.srurad 

officers as sub. ‘pro tew. in i < , collectors lose 

(e) Are the Government ;„m„i„i</the L'lade -Inch 

nhout two years and are ‘ 

thev would'have otherwise been eiititldl 


l‘i iibrti titimr 
cli'ptitv tb'll' 
Krlrfli.l fM 
HiiliitnltiiikU 
1 i\ li KirvK;i 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: 

H. 

„f U,. P™v.ncial Ci.n 


of the Provincial Civil Service ('i 

the case of persons promoted .,„'i,(iiiitnieTits as 

eligible for substantive pro tempore appoint t 




tvKin us vacaiiCM .s arc 


available 



Affiliation of 
Baliinulla CoiloK* 
at Uaiiina. ^ 


Intermediate 
college for girln 
III Dacca. 
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By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

44 . 

Will the Government be pleased to state — 

(a) whether the Salimiiila College has been affiliated to the (Calcutta 

University, or it is in contemplation to seek such affiliation; and 

(b) whether the starting of the Salimulla College at llamna, in the 

midst of tlie University institution is in conformity with "the 
letter and spirit of the recommendations of the Univer- 
sity Commission ? * 


Answer by the Hon’bte Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ in) The Isl and i^nd year classes of the Dacca College have, in view 
of future developments, been organised in a scjiaiate hinhling in the Dacca 
(College (ompoiind. and arrangements for their instruction have been made 
on lines apfiroximating to those rc<‘ommended [>v the ('alcutta Ciiiversity 
('Commission for intermediate colleges. The future development oi this inter- 
mediate se(;tion of the Dacca College into aTi independent intermediate 
college designed on the lines ad\ocated by tlie (hdentta University C-ommis- 
sion is contemplated, hnt until the Dac(‘a I 'Diversity Act conies into foi'ce 
there can he no (juestion of the 1st and i^nd year classes of the Dacca College 
ceasing to wairk in afliiiation U> tlie ('aleutta University. The new arrange- 
ments made for the instruction of these classes have been reportcfi t(‘ the 
Calcutta. University 

{h) d’he arrangernenl-s a?‘e tempoi’arv 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri;— 

45 . 

Will the Government he [ileased to state 

{a) wliat stef)s have been taken to give eflVct to the recommendations 
of the University for starting an iiilerniediate (.‘ollege for girls 
in Dacca; and 

{b) what provision in the sclieme referred to in unstarred question 
No. 811 asked at the Council meeting on the 4th August, 1921), 
has l>een made for appropriation of the buildings at Dacca for 
residential and tutorial arrangements for girl students ot the 
University 


Answer by the Hon’bie Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (n) The matter is under the consideration of the Director of Public 
Inst nu t ion and Government are awaiting his proposals. 

(b) No such ])rovision has been made. The Hon’ble Meml>er is referred 
to the following remarks of the Calcutta University (’ommission — 

‘ The developments of the higher education of women in India are in 
an early and experimental though critical stage, and we refrain from sugges- 
ting immediate action at Dacca except in respect of the intermediate 
college We recommend that the University of Dacca should have powder — 

(0 to make such firovision of teaching or of residential accommoda- 
tion for women as further experience may show to l)e desirable, 

{ii) to appoint a board for the higher education of w^omen, and to 
make such assignments of funds out of its revenues as it may 
from time to time think expedient, 



1920.] ' QtifisUom and Ansirers. 

(tit) to institute degrees, diplomas and c^'rtificates for women and to 
award these on such conditions as to studv. residence and attain- 
ments as, in the light of further experience, thev mav deem 
desirable,’ 

The matter is one for the University when established, and Government 
do not propose to take any action in the meantime 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

46 . 

(^/) Will the Government be pleased to state whether the Dacca Law 
Uollege is a separate institution or a dejmrtmenl of the Dacca Uollege' 

(b) If it is a separate institution, w hetlier Mr. 'rnrner is the Drmcipal 
of the law college, ami, if so, what are liis (|nalihcat ions ha- the p(Kt ami 
when and by what order of the Government was lie appointed to the post ^ 

(c) Will the Government he jileased to state 

(?) who are the members of the governing l>od\ of the Daiaa Law 
College and wdien they were appointed, and 

(ii) whether the governing body of the Dacca Coll(‘ge is also the gov- 
erning body of the Law (’ollege? 

(d) Will the Government be jileased to state 

{i) whether Mr. Turner lias been specifically apjmititcd as the Prin- 
cipal of the Dacca Law (’ollege, and. if not, wlp no appoint 
ineiit has been made to the post since Mi* Archbold left, and 

(ii) whether Mr Turner's apiiointmeiit was notifiiwl to th(‘ Lmversitv 
and its sanction, as reijuired. obtained, iiml, ii not, wbv ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 


(fi) and (b) Tin* scluMiie foi' tin* (‘^i.iblishnnmt ol llio D.C'.i Law 
’ol lege which was [iroposed b\ tlH‘ Government o! I.astmai Penpai and '^^am 
111(1 sanctioned by the S(‘crelaT‘\ ol State m PllO invoK(Ml lli^ replace 
rneiit of the existing law classes of tin’ Dacra College b\ a Law (d)llc;;( on a 
piasi independent basis, but closely connectiMl with lie* Arts ( o!!'*oc h\ the 
circumstances— 


(a) that the governing body of the Law (d>lj(*ge. with a s'lLdit addition 

to its strength, was to l»e identical with tiiat ol thi' Arts 
College; 

(b) that the Law (’oliege was to l>e h(‘ld m the huilding.s oi tlc‘ Arts 

College; and 

'<■) that the I^rinc'ipal of liie .\rts «:i; i<. I.c aSo l’riii. i!.al ol 

the Law (Vdiege. 


These arrangements remain unchanged except in s<» far as 

(i) the Dacca Law College is not now acoinniodaU-.l in tlie same 
buildings as the Dacca Arts Col ege. it li.iving been removed 
in 1917 to the old Secretariat building wtiidi is .(iiite clo-e to the 


Arts College, and 

(?i) the memliershii) of the governing liody of the Daci a Arts Colligi 
has been enlarged. 


! .'I'l.it tun 

0. tcni L 

1. 'g. lo r 
r.ill. rr 
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(c) (i) and (it) Under this scheme the governing body of tlie La 
College was to be identical with that of the Dacca Arts College, with 
addition of the Legal Remembrancer and of one member of the Law Collecr! 
in place of any professor or professors of the Arts College. The constit?/ 
tion of the committee was therefore to be as follows; — 


The Commissioner of the Division — President, 

The Principal, Arts -Vice-President and Secretary, 

'Hie I^gal Remembrancer. * 

One of the professors of the Law (College. 

The constitution of the committee has remained unchanged except that 
the District .Judge, Dacca, has taken the place of the Legal Remem 
brancer. The j)resent personnel of the Coverning Rody of the Dacca Law 
College is shown Indow with the present personnel of that of the Dacca Arts 
College : — 


Dacca Law College. 

(i) The Divisional Commissioner 
(u) The District .fudge — Member. 

{Hi) The Vice-Prin(*i{)al of the Law College — Member. 

{ir) The Principal of the College— P/r^ P/r.v/r/c;// and Secretary. 

Dacca Arts College. 

(i) The Divisional Commissioner- President. 

{ii) Rai B. N. Das Bahadur — Re'prescntatire of the staff. 

{ni) Mauivi Muhammad Irfan- Represrnf nitre of the staff. 

(ir) V. K. Bose, Es(]., Barrister-at-Law\ 

1 he Principal of the College \ iee-Prestdent and Secretary. 

(d) (/) There is no separate post for the Principal of the Dacca Law 
( /Ollege. 

(it) Mr. Turners a[)pointnient to the Principalship of the Dacca 
College is presumably known to the Uni^ers!tv.'’ 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri; — 

47 . 

(a) Will the (lovernment be j>lease(l to state- 

(i) whether the Dacca Law College was separately affiliated to the 
Calcutta University; and, if so. what i^ere^the conditions of 
affiliation; and 

(//) whetlier the Law (V)llege was represented as a separate institution 
and Mr, Archbold represented as holding the post of the Prin- 
ci})al by virtue of his legal tjualifications? 

(b) Will the Covernment be pleased to lay on the table the papers relating 
to the affiliation of the Dacca I.aw College? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(a) and (b) 1 he only letter on the subject which can be traced among 
the records taken over by this Government from the Government of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam is letter Xo. . dated :hd Sei)tember, 1910, in which 

the Director of Public Instruction for Eastern Bengal and Assam applied to 
the Calcutta University for the transfer of the affiliation then enjoyea by the 
Dacca law^ class to the Dacca Law College. A copy of this letter is laid on 
the table. ” 
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20 .]' 

ypy of the letter referred to in the answer to question No. 47 {unstarred) 

by the Hon'ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chavuhuri asked at the 
Council meeting on the 1st September, 1920. 


No. dated Shillong, the 3rd Sej)teniber, 1910. 

From — The Hon’ble Mr. H. Sharp, m.a., Direetor of Public 
* Instruction. Eastern Bengal and Assam, 

To — The Registrar, Calcutta University. 

I have the honour to invite a reference to the correspondence ending with 
rour letter No. 323, dated the 15th July, lOO!), on the subject of a Law t\>llege 
it Dacca. 

2. A scheme for the establishment of a Law College at Dacca luus just 
received the sanction of the Government of India and arrangements are in 
oroeress to give efiect U) the same. Hitherto, with the sanction ol the 
Umversity, the teaching of law for the R.L degree has continued under the 
old arrangement. 

3. The assurance reciuired under Regulation (i, Cliapter X\ 111 ot the 
University Regulations, is given as follows ; 

(«) The Law College is being placed under the management of a regularly 
constituted Governing Body consisting of— 


(1) Commi.ssiouer, Dacca Division President. 

(21 Principal. Dacca Arts College and also Law College 
dent and Secretary. 

(3) Legal Remembrancer oi' such other Judicial Officer as 

may appoint. 

(4) The whole-time Profe.s.sor of the Law t-ollege. 


l or I'resi- 
Government 


The functions of this biidy j' 

iZr N„. da^.. U,o 2:.rd U, y..,.r 

(b) The teaching staff of the College will be comfiosed of the following:- 

\ u 1 1 Vc’/i M A lilso the 1 riut ipiil 

(1) W. A. J. Archbold, Lsq _ ^ I ^ 

(Oxford). Vice Principal, on a 
He is practising as a Barrister 


(21 ? Khoda Baksh, Esq., M.^., n-< 

' salary of Rs. 750 per mensem.- 
in Calcutta 


(3) 


(4) 


'z ’.r cZ,.::..! 

SScr at na.:ca and L pr.o..« .xu>nda »ver a ,»r,od „f m„r. 
than 20 years. 

Dacca for over 5 years 
The Vice-Principal will 

however, ^11 ^ G^tCent SS this'staff .sufficient for the preser 
needs of the College. 


.5 
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(6*) The Law College will be located in the new buildings of the Dacca 
Arte College. Arrangements will, when necessary, be made for supervising 
the residence of students. 

{d) A Law Library will be provided for the use of the College. There is 
m the Arte College library a fair colletlion of law books which have already 
been supplement^ with a s{)ecial grant of Ks. 3,000. In addition, Govern- 
ment will give ah annual grant of Rs. 3,000 for three consecutive years and 
thereafter such annual sum as may be necessary to keep the library in gbod 
order and up to date. Further, Government has already sanctioned the free 
gift to the library of all Governmeii't legal publications. The library of the 
Sufierintendeiit and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs will also be available for 
oc‘casional reference. 


(c) Nil. 

(/) ])ue [irovision has been made idr the residence of the Head of the 
College, and, so i'ar as circumstances may jiermit, wull also be made for some 
members of the teach ing staff. 

((j) The College is a Government institution. 


(//) 'riicre is no other Law ('ollege at Dacca or for the matter of that in 
the whole province of Eastern Bengal and Assam. The B.L. classes at Raj- 
shahi and Barisal have already been di.salhliated, and thus Dacca forms, for 
the fireserit, the only centre of legal education u]> to the B.L. stendard in this 
province. 


(f) A fee of Rs. 5 will he c*harged. 


1Va,nsference of management and all changes in the teaching stefT will 
be at once reiiorted to the Syndicate 

No Professor or J.,ecturer of tlie C»>]lege will he allowed, save witfi the 
•special permission of the Syndicate, to lecture to a class of more than 15(i 
students. 

3. The courses of study wdll be as laid dowm in the University Regula- 
tions for the B.L. degree. 

4. In addition to the students for the B.L. degree, it is jirofiosed tx) admit 
students reading for the I^leadersliij) I'.xamination under the Regulations of 
the lion ’hie the High Court. The assent of the High Court to this arrange- 
ment has been conveyed to the Ciovernment of Eastern Bengal and Assam in 
letter No. 2143, dated the 11th .lime, lht)9. from the Registrar of the Court. 
A copy of this letter has already hmi forwarded w ith my letter No. 9892. dated 
the 23r(I June, 1909, to your address. 

5. 1 mw request that the Hoirhle the Vice-Chancellor and the 
Syndicate will recommend to the Senate the affiliation of the Dacca Law Col- 
lege for pi-Cvsenting candidates at the B.L. Ex^imination, and that the affiliation 
now enjoyed by the law class may he transferred to the new* institution. 


CA Law 
and 

jftoCA Coilpgu 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

48 . 

Will I lie Government lie pleased to state — 

0 

(?) wdiether the Dacca I^aw^ College is a department of the Dacca 
College; 

(n) when it was constituted as such; and 

(iV/‘) whether such constitution was reported to the University and 
^approved by it? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(i) (ii) and (Hi) The lion' bio Member is referred to tlie ansvvei- 
to iinstarred questions Nos. 46 and 47 put by him at this meeting." 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: - 

Having regnrd to tlie avowed poliey of the (iovernmeut to |>ref>are 
the ground for the l)ac(‘a I'nivei'sitv from tliis session, do the Government 
contemplate completely separating tlie Law College from the Dacca College! 
If not, why? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

‘‘ d he answei' is in the neit-^tne (lOVtM iinumt eonside!’ tliat tlie (^xistiiig 
arrangements may well continue until tlie \’ice Chancellor is able to deal with 
the matter on behalf of the J)ac(‘a T'niversity 

By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

50 . 

{(i) Has the attent ion of the Governnunt been drawn to the inadequate 
arrangement for tlie conveyance ol girls in tin' laltui Iligli School ( 

(b) If so, are tlie ( Jovernnient considering the desirability of- 

(/) [irovidiriL'' the school with an adiajuate number of suitable buses, 
and 

(ii) extending tli(' bocrding accommodation ol the scdiool ? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) & ih) (i) The matter is under the consideration of the Ihrec'tor ol 
Public Instruction, Bengal. 

(b) (ii) ddie Direc'tor of Public Instruction has called upon the Com 
mittee of Management of the school for a report as to its ni^eds in the mattor 
of accomniodatioii and the probable cost of meeting those needs " 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

51 . 

In view of the shortage and liigh price of paper, will t!ie (o/vcrnment 
be })leased to state — 

(a) what steps they firopose to take for the encouragement of |>aper 
manufacture in Bengal, 

{b) what is tlie natinv of the facilities so far given by them towards 
this end; and 

(r) to what practical results they have led? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: 

“ (//) and (b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to (/), (gj and (A) of the 
answer to question No. 14, asked by the Hordble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, 
at the meeting of the Council lield on the IHth l)ecemfx‘t, Dlh, and to (a) 
(ii) of the answer given to (piestion No. 37 asked by the same Hon’ble Member 
at the same meeting of the Council. The agreement with the India Paper 
Pulp Companv, Limited (of which Messrs. Andrew' Yule and Company are 
the Managing Agents), referred to in answer (h) mentioned alxive, is under 
execution 

5 A 


S<‘|»araliou of 
liMw Collof^e fr 
Oacca Uolioga. 
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(^) The India Paper Pulp Company, Limited, are expected to commence 
work before the 1st January, 11)21 ; Mr. Grenon has not yet commenced worlf. 
No practical results have thus been achieved yet. 

The success of the project to manufacture pa[)er pulp from bamboos will 
depend largely on the economic extraction of bamboos from the forests, and 
this will require large capital."’ 


'*urdah 

ccomrnodfttion 
n irilaod 
)aii Hunger 
ttiarneri). 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

52 . 

Will the Governirient be pleased to lay on tlie table a statement showing — 

(a) in how many inland j)assenger steamers separate 'pnrdah accom- 
modation is j)rovided for third class female passengers; and 

(h) when it may be expected that all such steamers will be provided 
with such jnirdnh arrangements ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

" {ii) The following Inland Steamer (Vimjianies run pa.ssenger services:- - 

(/) The Calcutta Steam Navigation C'onqiany Limited 
{ii) The Kivers Steam .Navigation Company, Limit(‘d 
{ill) The India General Navigation and Railway Company, Limited. 

None of the steamers of the (’alcutta Steam Na\igati(>n C’onijiany are 
fitted with separate purdah accommodation for drd (*lass female passengers. 

Forty-one sU'aniers of the other two companies aiH' so fitted and seven 
others are now being fitU^d. 

{h) The Calcutta Steam Navigation Company liavc‘ rejiorted that as the 
arrangements now in force regarding accommodation on their steamers 
have proved adequaU^ in meeting the needs and ooinfort of passengers, no 
alteration in the near future is contemplated. 

The rest of the steamers of the other two c'ompanies will be provided 
with such accommodat ion as necessity arises ” 


rth and deatli 
boH, sanitation, 
B., ill Dacca 
lyisioii. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

53 . 

Will the Government be pleased to make a statement regarding^ 
the iliflFerent subdivisions in the Dacca Division, showing for each of the last 
10 years — 

{a) the birth and death rates; 

{h) the expenditure per head of the population from local funds for 
purposes of — 


(/) sanitation; 

(ii) water-supply; and 
(Hi) education: and 
(c) such expenditure from State funds? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ The information is not available, and Government regret that it cannot, 
he compiled without an undue expenditure of tim& and labour.” 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

54 . 

Will the Government be pleased state — 

(a) the present numl)er of eleeted members of the dilVerent district Numiwrof 

and local boards in the Dacca Division ; fliectod merab< 

of dintrict and 

* (b) the number of eleeted members allotted to eaeh subdivision in tne local bo*rd« it 

case of the district boards; Dacca Oivitio 

(r) when and on what principle these respective numbers were last 
determined; 

(d) what changes are now proposed to be efTec'ted in the number of 
elected I’epi'csentatives of the said local bodies, and 

(f) the firinciples on which the additional seats on a local body will 
be allotted to the difterent electoral units thereof? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

(n) and (b) Statem^nts giving the information asked ior are laid on 
the table. 

(r) The numbers of district hoard menilHM*s to be elected bv the local 
boards as shown in the statement were fixe<l lor Dac'ca district in lor 

Mymensingli and HaKarganj in and lor taridpur in 1912. Informa- 

tion is not available as to the princijiles on winch tin* numhers were fixed in 
the first three cases. As regards Faridpur, the numl^er appears to have boon 
fixed bv the Government of Eastern l^engal and Assam not ou the Imsis of 
pojuilation but with reference to local cir(‘um.stances 

(d) A copy of Government circular Nos 1 5 d I. S ti . datec. 22nd 
Ajirii, 1920, is laid on (lie table 

( c) Tlie Hon’ble Member is referred to tlie statement madc^ by the Hon’ble 
Maharaiadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan in reply to a resolution cm the sub- 
ject moved l)V the lloniic Bahu Sarat (iiandra (iiakravarty at th« imH^ting 
of the Council held at Dacca on 4tli August. 1*929 


Governmnit circular referred la in the answpr to (jveiilion \a. .>/ (vn^farred) 
hy the lion' hie B.Miu BucuKNDii.^ Kisiioic Rav (iiArounn ad:rd at thr 
Council meeting on the 1st September^ 19'JO. 


Circular Nos. I o , dated Darjeeling, the 22iid April, 1920. 

From— T he Hcw'ble Mr. L S S O’M alley, c i.k., i c.s , Secretary 


1’(V 


-X-I7. 


tli«’ 


to the Government of Jienj'al. 

The ronimis.sioner.s of the (I) Hurdwan. (2) ITesidency, (d) 
Dacca. (4) Chittagon*' and (.’>) liajshiihi Divisnms 

With reference to vour marginally-noted letter on the sahiei t of increas- 
ing the |)roportion of elected mem!>ers of District 
Hoards, 1 am din'cted U> say that, after earefnl 
consideration, the Governor in Council has come 
to the eonchision that the proportion of afipoinU'd 
members reipiired to redress ine nialities in the 
working of the ele<-tive .sy.stern and to secure the 
representation of minorities, and al the same time 
to provide for an element of oflicial exf>erieiii'e and 
j expert knowledge i’,an be reduced to onc-third in all 

districts throughout which Local Boards have been established Tbe pro- 
portion of elected members will, therefore, be raised to two-thirds m all dis- 
Iricts, except Bogra and Malda, where all the mem^rs arc aopo.nted, and 
Jalpaiguri, Dinajpur and Chittagong, where Local Boards have not i)een 
constituted for each subdivision. 


(1) No. 728-L.S -U. 
dated tbe 2nd June, 1919. 

(2) No. 33-[i.S.-G., dated 
28tl» June, I9l9. 

(3) No. 2754-J., dat<-d tbe 7tb 
JiiiK*. 1919. 

(4) No. 126G-tl. — V 111-6, dated 
tbe 28tb March, 1919. 

(5) No. 3r21*M., dated the l7tb 
IkceinU-r, 1919. 
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2. There is a consensus of opinion that the total number of members of 
District Boards should be increased and the Governor in Council is pleased to 
fix the following numbers for the Boards shown below: — 


Dihtnct. 




Tctal No. 

Howrah 

nirbhiim 

Hankura 

Khulna 

1 

L 



18 

24 

I’aljiia 

Diirdwan 

Noakliali 

1 

1 

1 

J 

i 


MurHhidal^ad 1 

Hangpiir 

RujHhuhi 

24-l\4rganaH 

Nadia 

JoBHore 

) 

1 



27 

Farid pur 
Dakargaiij 
Tippera 
Hooghly 

J 


• 

30 

Myniciiflingh 'j 

Midna])on* 

Dacca 

1 


r- 

3:; 


Sej)arate orders will issue in regard to tlie District Boai’ds of Ciiittagong 
and Dinaipur when Local Boards are created for each subdivision 

3. The necessary changes both as regards the total strengtli of the 
Boards and the projiortion of elected members will ho made when the te* ra 
of office of existing members expires. In the meantime, pioposals for allot- 
ting tlie seats to be filled by election among Local Boards should be submitted 
to Government. 

Siafement fef erred to in the answer to question No. 54 {unstarred) hy the 
//onV>/c lUmi IhauENUKA Kismou Ray CnArniniKi asked at the Council 
meeting on the 1st September., 1920^ showing the numher ,)f elected members 
oj Ijocal Hoards in the Dacca Division on 31 si At jrch, 1920^ and number oj 
members of District Hoards elected by ea di. 


NuillC l)f «llHtrK't, 


Name i>f Local iiuurda 


Nuinlu'r of 
cUH-iotl 
lucinlrt'rs 


Niimln'r of 
iiicinherg uf 
I>i»trict Hoardi 
rlexted. 


Dacca 


MymenHiiigli 


1 1 Suilar 
j Naniyanganj 
Miinshiganj 
I Munikganj 
I 

( Sudar 
j Tungaii 
d Jainalpur 
I Kirthorganj 
' Xotrokonu 


6 

t; 

G 

6 


4 

3 

4 
3 


12 3 

12 3 

10 2 

10 2 

S 2 


Farid p II r 


Hakargai j 


/ Sadar 

I (roalunilo 

1 Madaripur 
V liopalganj 
I ^ 

^ t 8adar 
^ Pirojpur 
j Datuakhali 
J Bhola 
I 


S 

4 

8 

8 


3 

:j 

3 

3 


12 

10 

6 

6 


5 

3 

2 

2 
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Statement referred to in the answer to question \o, 34 [uvstarred) bu the 
Hon^ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray (^HAri)Hi-Hi asked at the Couiunl 
meetincj on the 1st September, showinq (he '\nmber of elected 

members of District Boards in the Dacca Dirision on l-st March, 19^0, 


Dacca 

Mymensingh 

Faridpur 

Bakarganj 


NiihiIkm’. 

14 

12 

12 

12 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudburi: — 

55. 

Will the Government be j)lease(l to state tlu* reasons for wilhliolding 
the clue promotions of some of the drawing and gymnastic masters of the 
high schools, during the distnlaition of the (iovernmcnt of India grant oi nine 
lakhs of ru{)ees for the improvement of the training and pa\ of the teat liers 
in the pi'iinai’v and secondary schools in Bengal ^ 

{b) Arc the Govcrnimmt aware of Sir Alfred (‘rofl 's cirt iilar, dated the 
ofeli of April, lsh4, and its modifications m Mi l. S Slater's cjrtailar No. 7t), 
dated tlic BUh of ,liinc. 1901 '( If so, will the GoNcrnnuml be pleased to stale 
the reasons for disregarding the ser\ace conditions laid down in tht^ latUn* 
circular in giving promotion to these drawing and gymnastic masters^ 

(c) Will the (iovernment be pleased to lay on the tabl(‘ copies of tin* 
two above-mentioned circulars'^ 

(d) Will the ( bn (Maiment be pleased to state the limits oi pay and grade 
[ironiotions that ha\'t‘ been settled for the seinices ol drawing and gymnaslie 
master’s, pandit^- and niaiilvis res|)ectiveiy 

(e) Is it a fact that in other jirovinces th(* drawing ar»d the gymimstic 
masters have lia* saiia* prospec'ts as oth(*r teaclao’s belonging to thi‘ same 
service 


(/) Are the (lovernment aware 

(/) that th(* (iovernnauit of Hiliar and Onssa have not interlenvl with 
due f)romotions of tlie drawing and the gymnastic masti.Ts of 
the high schools in the manner sought to Ik‘ done in Bmigal; 

(u) that some gymnastic masters have been doing the work of draw- 
ing niast(‘!'s in addition to tlunr owai work, and if .s<>, will the 
( ^o^’ernnlent bt‘ pleased to stat(‘ what .arc* the* pr‘ospc?ct.s ior thorn 
and 

(?//) that some* drawing master’s have naached Ihe grade of Its loO 
and that due promotions of ni.any have been withheld even at 
Its 50 and Rs 00 grades 

iq) Ts it a fact that some gymnastic teachers were sho'vn as temporary 
English teachers in some high schools and so got tlie .advantage of suf)ersed“ 
ing others doing the same class of work during the last promotion due to 
the distribution of the Government of India grant of Rs. 9,00,000? 

(h) Is it a fact that some of these who are shown as English teachers 
have again been shown as gymnastic masters after the promotion ? 

(A Will the Government he please<l U) state what special safeguardH 
have b^n proposed in the wav of compensation to those officers who entered 
Government service before and after the issue of Mr. vSlater’s circular and 
whose prospects have sinc^ been affected in the atove-mentioned manner? 
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(;) Will the Government be pleased to lay on the table any circular 
or order revising the service conditions of educational officers outlined in 
Mr. Slater’s circular? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O^Malley: — 

(a) It is not clear whether the Hon’ble Member is under the impres- 
sion that promotion of drawing and gymnastic masters in the subordinate 
educational service was withheld on the occasion of the reorganisation which 
was recently carried out in (‘onnectioii with the secondary scliools improve- 
ment scheme, or whether he is alluding to the fact that, under that s(‘heme, 
certain drawing and gymnastic masters who were previously included in the 
lower subordinate educational service or held posts outside the grades of the 
educational services, have been placed in the vernacular teachers’ service. 

If the former is the case, the Hon’ble Member is informed that the fol- 
lowing principles were laid down in the Government of Bengal llesolution of 
the 30th March, 1897, constituting the subordinate educational service: 

' Promotion from class to (dass will not be determined by senicTitv alone. 
Seniority is only one of the conditions which render an officer eligible for 
promotion Efficient service in the posts hitherto held, the nature of the 
apjjointrnents in which officers are serving and capacity to fill posts of higher 
res[)onsibility are other determining factors of ecjual imjiortance. which are 
to be considered as well as seniority.^ 

It was also recently laid down by this Government that they are not jire- 
pared to rc'cognise that in making promotions, officers performing work of 
less responsibility should be treated equally favourably with officers whose 
work entails greater responsibility, llnder the apjilication of the alx^vc? 
f)rinciples, promotion was withheld from one drawing master in a Govern- 
ment high school, as it was considered that the limit of his capacity luid been 
reached and that no further promotion would be justified. Government have 
no information that promotion was withheld from any gymnastic master. 

If the Ilon’ble Member is referring to the transfer of drawing and 
gymnastic masters to the vernacular teachers’ service, he is iniormed that the 
creation of such a service was a part of the scheme for ihe improvement of 
secondary education, which was formulated in 1908 and brought into forc*e 
p'artially last year. Government have already expressed their intention to 
(consider the reorganisation of those appointments in the Educational Depart- 
ment which are not included in the Indian educational service or the provin- 
cial educational service and to appoint a comniittcH' for the purpose. The 
vernacular teachers’ service will come within the scope of that reference 

(b) Yes. It is laid dowm that all masteis belong to one common service 
and as such should rec^eive gradual promotion as vacancies occur, and that 
drawing and gymnastic masters should receive promotion in general vac ancies 
and not in their special lines only This principle is subject to the general 
principles referred to in the answer to (a) above. 

(c) Copies of the circulars are laid on the table 

(</) The Hon'ble Meml>er is referred to the answ^er to (ti) above. 

(^) Government have no information. 

( /) (i) Government are ngt aware of this. 

{ ii) Government are not awvare of this. Any drawing master who com- 
bines with his duties as such the w^ork of a gymnastic master can apjdy for 
additional remuneration. 

{Hi) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the answer to (a) above. 
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(( 7 ) and (h) Government have no information. 

(t) In view of the answer to (a) above the question does not arise. 

(j) Jso circular or order revising Mr. Slater’s circular has been issued. 
Now that those portions of the secondary scho<.)l8 improveinejit scheme which 
affect Government secondary schools have been carried out, head Uiasters of 
Cxovernment high schools are members of the provincial educational service, 
Eit^lish teachers, head maulvis and head pandits ami some of the drawing 
masters are in the subordinate educational service; other memhers of the Gov- 
ernment secondary school teaching stam and the clerks of those institutions 
are included in the vernacular teachers’ service ” 


Circular referred to in the answer to question So. 5o (uustarred) by the Hon'Ue 
Babu Brojendra Kishoh Ray Ch.aviihuri asked at "hr Council vieftnuj 
on the 1st September. 1920. 

No dated (alcutta, the Kith dune. IhOl. 

From S Slater, I’.sq., Ollg l)ire(‘tor t>f ]\d>li( Instruction, 
Bengaf, 

To The Inspector of Schools, Burdwan Division 

1 have the honour to acknowdedge the receipt of youi* otiiee No KBO, 
dated the ^otii .\pril KlOl, in wliicli it is proposed to bring tlie nomenclature 
of tlie teaching .staff in the Birbhum Zilla S4.-hool in conforniitv \vi(h the 
practice followed in the Uttarjiara Governnumt School and tiie Banl'ura 
/ilia School, under which the I’andits, Maulvis, Science teachers, Drawing 
and (iymnastic Masters are kept separate from the Fnglish teachers 

‘2. In rejily, I have to observe that the pr<)posal is directly opposed to 
the princijiles laid dowui in Sir Alfred Croft's circailar No H, dated the r>th 
April 1894, and to the policy of the Department as shown in the promotions 
made in the Indian. Provincial and Subordinate Ihliicational S^'rvices 
Instead of, therefore, altering the nomenclature in the Birblnnn Zilhi Scliool 
on the lines proposed, the reverse should be done 

d. Sir Alfred Croft’s circular above quoted lavs down that onlv the 
Pandits and Maulvis should take rank wdth the Knglish teachers. It shoidd, 
however, be understood that all masters belong to one coininon servi(‘i‘, and 
as such are to receive gradual promotions as vacancies occur, and that not 
only the Pandits and Maulvis, but Drawing and (jvmnastic Masters as well, 
should receive promotion in general vacamaes, and not in those in their special 
lines. 

4. I have now to request that the nomenclature of ihc teaching staff of 
all the Government schools in your Division may be revised on the lines above 
indicated. 

Circular referred to in the answer to question No. 5ff {unstarred) by the Ilon'ble 
Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri asked at the Council meeting 
on the 1st September, 1920. 

Circular No. 48, dated (Calcutta, the 5th Afiril 18v^4. 

From — A. Croft, Esq., Director of Public Instruction, Bengal, 

To -All Inspectors of Schools (except the Inspector of Euroi)ean 
Schools) and all Principals of Colleges. 

In reference to this office circular No. 164 C., dated the 6th December 
1893, I have the honour to state that from this date pandits and maulvis in 
Government high schools should take rank with other teachers in the estab- 
lishraent list of the school according to their date of apj)ointment and pay, 
and that they should enjoy the same privileges of promotion as the rest of the 

6 
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teac hers when vacancies in the school establishment occur. As with other 
teachers, promotion in any particular case would be determined by their 
efficiency as pandits and inaulvis, a knowledge of English being regarded as 
one of the tests of efficiency, and the absence or inferior quality of such knouh 
edge of)erating to limit or retard their promotion. Promotion under these 
orders may be made up to a salary of Rs. 50 a month, beyond which it is open 
to Inspectors of Schools or Principals of Colleges to make recommendations 
in special cases for t^he promotion of a pandit or a maulvi to the subordiiftite 
graded service. 

2. The establishment of a Government school should henceforward be 


stated in the following typical form: — 

Class. 

Itead Master ... ... ... TV 

2nd Master ... ... ... VI 

Rs. 

Ilrd Master ... ..50 

4th Master (Pandit) ... ... 15 

5th Master ... ... ..40 

6tli Master ... ... ... So 

7t}i Mi'istcr (Manlvi) ... ... ... 35 

8th Master (Pandit) ... . 30 

and so on. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendfa Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

56. 

(a) Will tlic (jlovernnient be pleased to lay on tlie tal)le a staleinenl 
showing, district by district, the ainonnl of the actual net cost of s(‘ttlemenl 
oj)erati(ms in Bengal during the last 20 years? 

(b) How much of the net cost, in each district, was collected from - 
(/) the tenants; and 

(//) the zarnindars? 

(r) How much was borne by the State? 

{(/) Wliat amount, if any, in each case was credited to the Government 
of India as being in excess in the circumstances stated in the reply to my 
unstarred question No. (>2 of the 4th August, 1020? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. McAlpin: — 

“ (a) The particulars required by the Hon’ble Member cannot be sup* 
[)lied in res[)ect of all the districts where settlement operations ha\e heen 
completed until the accounts are finally adjusted. Full information is, how- 
ever, available about Bakarganj, where alone the ac('ounts have been so ad- 
justed. Tiie total net cost, including the cost of maintenance of boundary 
marks, amounted to Rs. 25,58,061 in that district. 

(h) (?) Rs. 14,13,654 were collected from the tenants, vi/., Rs. 10,75,600 
from tenure-holders and Rs. 3,38,045 from raiyats; and 

{ii) Rs. 2,10,934 from proprietors. 

A further sum of Rs. 7.701, which was collected, has not been classified. 

(c) The State share of the cost amounted to Rs. 6,37,015 and that of the 
local Government for areas under settlement of land revenue Rs. 2,96,046 

{d) A sum of Rs. 7,289 was credited to the Government of India in 
excess/* 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhiiri:— 

57. 

(a) Is it a fact that many mt'inhers of tlie Inspectorate and clerical 
establishments of the Education Department, who are meml)ers of the subor- 
dinate educational service, ha\e received a handsome shai‘e of the new 
recurring grant of 9 lakhs granted by the Government of India for the 
improvement of the pay and prospects of secondary school teachers only ? 

(fe) If so, will the Government be pleased to state npj)ro\imate!v how 
many more teachers of the secondary schools whose (*ases have become v\orse 
by the creation of a vernacular teacher service, (‘ould be promotcil to the 
subordinate educational service by that jmrtion of the grant which has been 
bestowed upon those inspecting and ministerial othcers? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of rectifying the 
defects by promoting such numbers of officers of the vernacular teacdier 
service to the subordinate educational service? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) It is a fact that a certain portion of the mone\ samlioned for 
im))roving the pay and prospects of secondary si hool teachers was spe? t iii 
giving promotion to inspecting officers and c’lerks belonging to the suloidin 
ate educational service. The reasons for this were exfdained in the reply 
given to unstarred (|uestion No. 71 by the llon'bh' Kai Snnath Hay Hahadur 
at the roiincil meeting of 4th August, 1920 

(JA Out of tlie 140 teacliers appointed in the vernaeiilar teacher ser- 
vice, ajiproximately 116 could have been apixanted to the snbordinati* edu 
eational service, if the whole of the amount had been spent e\( lnsi\e)\ on 
GoNcriirnent high schools. 

(r) Government propose to take u]) the (juestion of reorganising all the 
lower services, including the vernacular teacher .service, and will apf'oint a 
(‘onimittee shortly to advise on the suhjeO 


By the Hon’bie Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri;- 
58. 

{(/) Will the Government be pleased to state* why tlie second panOits am^ 
inaulvis have not been treated as ela.ssieal teachers and lja\c brcn (h‘oi ived 
of promotion to the subordinate educational service* in tlu^ la^l iniprovesnent 
scheme of secondary education, while almost all the* malncnlat** te aeheis have 
been recognised as Englisli teacliers, in*espcct ive of liie snf»je'et^ the*) have 
been teaching, anel have lieeii promoted to the* subordinate **dne atiorial 
.service 

(b) Are tlie Government consieleM-ing the de‘siraf)ility eif removing the 
disci’epancy and giving all those Sanskrit e)?* IVrsian 1 now ing se( r)nd jmndits 
and inaulvis jirivilegcs under tlie* improveanenl scheme m ejue.stion hv tn*iit 
ing them as classical teachei-s? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

(a) The scheme sanctioned hv Government was framed to meet as far 
os possible not onlv existing conditions but also future needs and the possible 
field of recruitment. For the posts of English toicliers a rate of pay was 
fixed which would attract graduates. For the po.sts of classical teachers 
the onlv candidates u.sually available are Final Madrasah and Normal Final 
^passed men with little or no knowledge of English, and for such men an initial 
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pay of Rs. 50 would be considerably above the market rate. Generally 
speaking, therefore, only two subordinate ’educational service posts for 
classical teachers, viz., one Maulvi and one Pandit, have been created for 
each Government high school. These are intended for experienced and 
specially competent men. Second Pandits and Second Maulvis will be eligible 
for afjpointment to these posts as vacancies arise. 

(6) Government propo.se to take up the question of reorganizing J,he 
services below the provincial educational service, and a committee to advise 
upon the subject will be appointed sjjortly." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

59 . 

(a) Is it a fact that in the recent imi)rovement scheme for secondary 
education in the case of teachers who have been drawing Rs. 30 or more and 
grouped under vernacular teacher service— 

(i) no improvement has been made; 

{ii) their annual increment on reaching Rs. 35 has been curtailed by 
Re. 1 ? 

(hi Is it a fact that in the lower subordinate educational service they 
would have got an annual increment of Rs. 2. while in the vernacular teacher 
service fhey will get an increment of Re. 1 only ? 

(r) Are the Government considering the de.sirahility of allowing them 
to draw their annual iiua’ement according to their length of service as in other 
services where time-.scale'. has been recently’ introduced, with effect from 21st 
Sefitemher, 15)10? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ The information is being collected and a rei'Iv will Ik.' iurnish('d to the 
Hon’hle Member as soon as jKissihle." 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

60 . 

{a) With reference to the answer given to unstarred question !so. GO 
asked at a meeting of the t'ouncil held on the 3rd duly, 1010, regarding the 
grant of increased hill allowance to the teachers of the Rangamati Pligh 
English School on account of the iin|)osition of houfte-rent on them, will the 
Government he plea,sed to state whether they are now in a position to sanction 
the increased rate to the teachers who have been the only sufferers in this 
respect for the last seven years? 

(M If so. are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
the increase with effect from that date (April, 1914) on which the 20 per cent, 
hill allowance of the ministerial officers of Rangamati was increased on 
account of the imposition of house-rent on them along with the teachers in 
November, 1913? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: 

“ (a) and (5) Proposals for the grant to the teachers of an inci-ea-sed 
hill allowance have been received from the Director of Public Instruction -and 
are under the consideration of Government. The question whether an 
increase should be given with retrospective effect will be considered in this 
connection.” 
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By Hon’bic Bdbu Broj6ndra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

61 . 

(d) Hfiv6 the Government received a memorial from one Upendra Nath Mtunoritti by 
Roy, of Bharra, in the district of Bankipore, pravinp for his reappointment 
as sadar ghatwal of ghat Bharra in thana GangajalgInUi ? in.urni 

(6) If so, will the Government be pleased to state the c ircumstances of 
tht case, and the action taken thereon ? 

(c) Will the Government Ix^ pleased to refer to f»aragraphs 45. 40, 47 
and 48 of the memorial presented by the said Upendra Nath Roy .and say 
whether the statements made therein are substantially correct? 

{d) If not, in what particulars are they inc'orrcx t 

(<^) Is it a fact that the grounds on which the j)resent decision of Govern 
ment purports to be based were within the knowledge of the authorities 
before the said U])endra Nath was directed to sc'ek his rcuncdy in the civil 
court in 1909? 

• ' 

(/) Are the Government aware that the said Upemdra Nath has spend 
about Rs. 15,000 over the civil suit, relying on the direction given by the e\e 
cnitive authoriti(\s in ivply to his memorial to Sir Andreuv b'raser and in the 
assuranc'e that the decision of the civil c-ourt would Ik* given eilVet to bv the 
Government? 

(c/) Wliat compensation, if any, do Government pro[)os(* to give him 
in view of the circumstances of the case? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson: — 

“ (a) Government have received the memorial referred to 

(h) The memorial was rejected The fac*ts of the case are sf*! forth in 
full ill the High Court judgment in the apj>ellate case* Ilcnnendra Nath Roy 
rrrsus T^fiendra Nargyan Reyv and Sec'retary of State for India 

{(') and (d) Paragraplis 47 and 48 contain exj>ression {»f ofdnicin only. 
Paragraph do is incorrect, as the remark (jiioIcNi from the Pistii' t Magis 
trate s order of 25th October, 1915, does not refer to the* incident mention(‘d. 
Paragraph 4(5 is correct, in that the memorialist’s father and grand -encle, 
who were Brahmins, were ghat wa Is since lait d is not c(u rcc’t U) say that 

the objec'tion was first raised in the District Magistrate’s order of OcUiber 
1915, as the Commissioner’s original decision in August, ld98, raised the 
point. 

{e) In his memorial dated the 7th November, 1908 llfiendra Nath 
Roy prayed that the Commissioner’s order might Ixi set aside on certain legal 
grounds. He was informed that the remedy lor any grievance lie might have 
on those grounds lay in the civil courts. lie thereufion brought a suit to 
declare his right to be appointed ghatwal and lx» placed in possession ot the 
ghatw^al lands. The Hign Court panted a declaration that on the cleatii of 
a Higwar of ghat Bharra holding office, his heir may be appointed in his place 
if Government approve; that Mahendra Narayan Kov held the office of Dig- 
war at his death, and that the plaintiff is the heir of ^^ahend^a Narayan Roy. 
The memorialist then applied to the District Magistrate to lie appointed as 
ghatwal, but his application was rejected. His appeal to the Commissioner 
against this order was forwarded to Government for orders, and Govern- 
ment declined to interfere with the appointment of Hemeiidra Nath Roy, 
which had been made on good grounds in 1908. 

(/) Beyond the statement in the memorial Government have no informa- 
tion on the subject. 

(g) Government do not consider that any valid claim to compensation 
arises.’" 
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By the Hon’ble Babu Brajendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

62 . 

{a) Are the Government aware that Bhairab-Bazar, one of the most 
irnoortant trade centres in Eastern Bengal, is in danger of l>eing washed away 
by the action ol the river* Meghna? 

{b) If so, what steps have been taken to save the place from erosion ! 

(c) In this connection are the Government considering the desirability 
of removing the silt near Ashuganj by dredging ofiei’ations? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 

{a) Government have no information on the subject. 

{b) It has more than once been stated in this Council that it is not the 
policy of (Government, in the absence of exceptional circumstances, to spend 
public money in attempts to regulate the diluvial and alluvial action of rivers 
which flow through or beside private lands. 

{c) No.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

63 . 

{(i) Will the Government be pleased to Inv on the table a statement show- 
ing, for the last ten years, the number of lower primary, upper primary and 
middle iMiglish s(‘hools in the Manikganj and I'aiigail subdivisions? 

{lA What has been the ratio of increase of the school going po])ulation 
in the atiove areas? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley:— 

“ The information is being (‘ollected and a rejilv will be fui'iiished to the 
IToirble Member as soon as possible.” 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri: — 

64 . 

Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps to 
educate the villagers to tight malaria, cholera and small-pox througlt the 
agency of unions and sanitary inspectors? 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ Arrangements have been made for holding a training class for Union 
Secretaries in Hooghly-Chinsura and the Sanitary Commissioner will, as a 
temporarv measure, depute one of his officers twice a week for the pui pose of 
giving prmlical instruction. District Boards will be consulted on the ques- 
tion of similar classes being held by District Health Officers. 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 

65 . 

(a) Are the Government considering the desirability of making a sani- 
tary survey of the Manikganj subdivision similar to the one made in regard 
to the Tangail subdivision referred to in the answer given to my unstarred 
question No. 22 of 3rd February, 1920? 
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(b) Will the Government l>e pleased to lay on the table a statement show- 
ing the steps taken in the last ten years for the inifjrovemeiit of the sanitary 
condition of Mankiganj ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: - 

(^/) In reply to his unstarred question. No. 2‘J asked at the meeting 
of the Council held on 3rd February. Ih2y, the Hon'ble Member was inforiueii 
that Government regret that the staff at their dis|>c)sal is not sulheient to 
enable a complete sanitary sur\ev to be made of the Manikganj subdivision 
The position remains the same. 

{b) The Hon'ble Member is referred to the ret>lies given to unstarred 
questions No. !25 asked by him at the meeting of the Comieil held on 4tii 
September, 1917, and No. 31 asked by him at the me(‘ting lield on 13th March, 
1918. The information in the po.ssession ot (iovernment is not sufliment to 
enable them to make a statement (‘overing the last ten vears ' 


By the Hon’ble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhuri:— 


UU. 

Will tin- GovcM'iiment ho ploasod to stall' wliat stcjis. if an\ , ha\i' lu'i'n 
taken t.i l-im' elfci't. in country areas, in tlio Dacca Dimsimh to the resolution 
passed at, tlie last conference of representatives of the Di.stnct Boards ol 
Benf^al ret'ardiii”; the adoption of the I’anihati system ol anti inala'ial 
campaign ? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ A circular has lieen issued forwarding a cojiy of the hy laws ol the 
T’anihari ('o-operative .-\nti nialarial Soeiel\ lor the inforniation ol the dis- 
trict ho;u-ds in the Presidency. Government have no information as to 
the action taken on this circular hy the district hoards of the Dacca Division. 
It has heen ascertained from the Seerelarv of the GeiitraM'o o|)eralue Anin 
malarial Society that no ajiplicatioiis have heen received lor the lormation of 
anti-malarial eo-ojierative societies in the division 


By the Hon’ble Mr. W. L. Travers:— 

67 . 

(a) .\re the Government aware that there have heen cases of anthrax 
among.st His Majesty’s .suhjects. and that one c;ise at lea«t has heen [uoved 
to be due to the li.se of a .shaving hriish imported Irom Japan . 

(b) Will the Government he pleased to state, what action, d auv. has 
been taken to prevent the imjiort of .shaving brushes and such like 
injurious to public health? 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: 

“ (a) The answer is in the affirmative. 

(b) No such action has lieen taken by this Government. It is under- 
stood that the question of prohibiting the importation into India ol infeetod 
shaving and tooth brushes, etc., from other countries is under the considera- 
tion of the Government of India. 
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By the Hon’ble Mr. Altai All: — 

68 . 

(a) Has the attention of the Government been drawn to the insanitaiy 
condition of Tangail in the district of Mymensingh ? 

{h) If SO, what steps are the Government taking; to save the people of 
this subdivision from impending disaster? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (a) and {h) The Hon’ble Member is referred to the report on the sani- 
tary condition of the Tangail subdivision, which was laid on the library 
table in replv to unstarred question No. 22 asked at the meeting of 3rd 
Tebruarv, 1920, hy the Horrble Babu Brojendra Kishor Ray Chaudhun. 
Jn that report it was stated that the subdivision is insanitary and that until 
a well-organized sanitary service is created ior the district it is not possible 
to cof)e with epidemic diseases. The Mymensingh District Board has been 
required to ap))oint a prof)erly qualified District Health Officer, and it is for 
that body to take steps to appoint an adefjuate public health staff. (Govern- 
ment are not aware of any impending disaster." 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Ali: — 

69 . 

{(i) Ar(‘ the Government aware (hat the laver Kai’atoya, near the town 
of BogT’a., is silting up and is I’cndering the' river-sid(‘ dwadling houses, imdud- 
ing the Golleetor's bungalow, unhealthy '^ 

{!)) If so, are the Government considering the desirahilit\ of dredging 
th(' I iver ? 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley: — 


‘‘ (n) In an a<ldi'ess by the members oi the District Board of Bogia and 
the ( k)nimissioners ol the liogra Municipality, tlu* attention of His Ilonoui 
the Lieutenant-Governor of k.astern Bengal and Assam was di'awii in tlie 
vc‘ar MH)8 to the de[)loral)le c'ondition of the Karatewa river. It would apjiear 
tliat tlic Karatova river changed its course, bivaking into the Bengali river 
through tlie Katnkali k/i(iL in the year 1820. In 1800 it appears that a sum 
of Rs. 75,000 was spent in attempting to induce the river to return to its 
old channel, but the attempt was a failure The proposal to induce the river 
to return to its old course has since 1800 Ihhui several times revived, hut 
hitherto no scheme which offers any prospects of success w ithiri a reasonable 
expenditure has l)een evolved. 


(h) Government are not considering the desirability of dredging the 
river, and before undertaking a work of this nature the wdiole cpiestion would 
reejuire to he examined on comprehensive lines. ’ 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Altaf All:— 

70 . 

((A \re the Government aware that there is considerable dissati^action 
among the motor car drivers in Calcnrta owing to the Public Vehicle Depart- 
ment of the Galcntta Police insisting on medical examination before renewing 
the lu'cnses of all drivers ? 

{b) If 80 , are the Government considering the desirability of relaxing 
tliese new rules to renuwe the hardships caused ? 
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Amw«r by the Hon’Me Mr. Stephenson:— 

(a) and {b) In consequeme of the increase in the iiiiinlx^r of accidents 
caused by motor cars in Calcutta, the rules, under which control is exercised 
over the drivers of motor cars, have l)een made more stringent in various wavs. 
In order to protect the public from accidents caused hv physical disabilities 
of licensed professional drivers, a rule has l>een brought into force prescrib- 
ing that all applicants for such licenses shall undergo a medical examination, 
as is the practice in Ijondon. I his rule naturallv has not coinnitMuled itself 
to professional drivers, hut CovernmenE consider that it is ne(‘essarv in tht^ 
interests of the safety of the public/' 


By the Hon’ble Mr. Altaf Ali:— 

71. 

Will the (jovernment be jiliNised to state what jirogress, if any, has U‘en limiwuy Wua 
made in tlie proposed const iiiction of a diret't railway line betw(*en Hogra hogra 

and Sira jganj? * and Sirajganj. 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. Cowley 

(iO\ eminent have no intoianat ion cxccj)! that in UMf) saretion was 
given bv the (jo\(o*nin(Mil of India. KailvNav I’oard. lo a detailed surwM l>cing 
inid(*rtak(‘n b\ (he baistern Hengal IJailway 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali:— 

72. 

Will the Government be [licascal to state — 

(n) the number of grades in the lower subordinate educational service 

(h) the pay attache*! U. eacli cradc , and “'luouirnnKi 

(*•) tlie niinilM^r of vears a clt'rk lias ordinarily to wail for proniolion 
to the next hif^her graded 

Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ (*/) Five. 

(h) (’lass I. Rs d.') 2 4r» 

(Mass II, Rs ;{0 1 Mfi 

(Mass III, Rs 2r) 1 MO, 

Cla.ss IV, Rs 20 1 25. 

(Mass V, Rs, 15 1 20 

(c) About 11 years. " 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali: — 

_ Mini.lm'i.l 

Will the Government be pleased to state the number of ministerial officers o®'*r» i“ 
in the lower subordinate educational service and outside the graded service, 
grade by grade ? .tc. 
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and Atmoers. 

Answer by the Hon’Me Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ Two statements are laid on the table.” 


Statejneni rejerred to in the answer to question No, 7S {unstarred) by the 
Hordble Khan Sahib Aman Am. asked at the douricil Meeting on the 
1st Se/ptembe7\ J9W, showing t^ie number of ministerial ojfi.ee rs outside 
the graded service. 
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Statement referred tit in the ansu'et to </uestion No. 7i {unstarred) by the 
Uon'ble Khan Sahib Am\n Am, asked at the Council Meeting on the 
1st September, 19^2(K showing the number of ministerial officers in the 
Lower Subordinate Educational Service, gtade by grade. 


n.iHv 
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II 

HI 

IV 
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Nuiiilxsr. 

... 6 
... 16 
... 25 
... 62 
.. 33 


... 142 


Total 
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By the Hon’bit Khan Sahib Aman Aii:— 
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74 . 

Will the Government be pleased to stale — 

. (a) why the clerks of the Education Department were not given the sutm, iiiiiiiinati 

benefit of the iwonimendatioii oi the Ministerial Oflieers Salary 
Commission ; the 

KduCAtioit 

IK'piirtuient. 

(6) the approximate cost that will he ne<‘essa?y to phue these elerks 
on the same liH^tin^ with the clerks of the other departments 
who have been h(‘n(‘(i((‘(l by the iveommendations of the Minis- 
terial Officers Salary Cominission ; 


(r) why no scheme has been drawn up oi sanctioned for the iH^ttennent 
of the status of these clerks . 


(d) whether there is any objeition to raise the minimum pay of these 
clerks to Its 50 . 


(e) (i) whether m tlie scheme for s(H-ondar\ etlucation. the officers 
(/.c , Tiu'mbers of the lo\ser subordinati* educational siu vici* as 
well as these clerks) conn(M‘l<*d with lh(‘ hi^di and middle^ si'IiikiIs 
have all been prornnted, mostl\ to class 1 1 1 of the subordinate 
educational service , 


(ii) if so. what action, if an\, lias Ihhmi taken to redrivss tlu* grie- 
vances of those clerks in th(‘ lower siiboi dinate (‘ducational ser- 
vice w ho have thus been supiuseded , and 


(/) why tlie cadre of these clerks was not separatelv ^radcnl befon 
effect was ^iveii to the secondarv i*diication scheme '' 


Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Maltey: ~ 

“ The infoi’inat ion is beinj^ collected and a repl\ v\ilj be furnished to the 
Hon ble Member as soon as possible 


By the Hon’ble Khan Sahib Aman Ali: — 


75. 

Will the Government be fdea.sed to state — Nuinhor of 

clerkn in tlin 
<»f 

(a) the number of clerks in the offic(*s of the Ins|)ef!tor8 of Schools and of 

the Deputy Insjiectors of Sch(x>ls drawing Ks. 15 to Rs. 30 a 

month, grade by grade, separately . and ln»ip<jct(»rB of 

Scliooiv. 

(b) what immediate relief, if any, are the Government giving to these 

officers f 
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Answer by the Hon’ble Mr. O’Malley: — 

“ in) Two statements are laid on the table. 

{h) Goverument are considering the^ grant of an ad interitn allowance 
to these oflicers at the rate of 1^0 per cerjt of their salaries, including personal 
allowance.” 


Statement referred to in the ansirer^to tfvestion No. 75 (anstarred) by the 
Uottble Khan Sahth Aman Ali, asked at the meeting ov the 1st 
Se'jaember, shondruj the namher of clerks drawing Rs. 15 — SO a 

month in the offices of Inspectors of Schools, inclnding Assistant and 
Additional Inspectors of Schools. 

Lower Subordinate Kdncational Service 

Class n . . ... ... 1 

Class III ... ... ... 8 

Class IV ... 


Outside the graded service — 


Rs. :io ... ... ... . . G 

Rs. 25 ... ... ... 4 

Rs 20 1- 25 ... ... . . 1 

Rs. 15-1-20 ... ... 2 


Statement referred to in the answer to (jnestion No. 75 {unstar red) by the 
Ilon'ble Khan Sahih Aman Am, asked at the meeting on the 1st 
September, VJJ(K showing the number of clerks drawing Rs. 15 — 30 a 
month in the offices of the Deputy and .Additional Deputy Inspectors 
of Schools. 


Lower Subordinate Lducational Service — 

Class 111 ... ... ... ... 5 

Class TV ... ... ... 30 

(dassV ... ... ... ... 27 


Outside the graded service — 

Rs. 25 ... ... ... ... 1 

Rs. 20-1- 25 ... ... ... 3 


Rs. 20 


1 
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LIST OF BUSINESS-ITEM No. 3 

the BENGAL AGRICULTURAL AND SANITARY IMPROVEMENT 

BILL, 1920. 

The Hon’ble Sh' Charles Stevenson^Moore ni tvoO that the Report of the 
Select Comniitt^ on the Kciif^al .■Xt^riciiltiiral and Sanitary linprov«‘m<'Jit 
Bill. 19*20, be taken into t:on.si derat ioti. 

The motion was put and agreed to 


list of BUSINESS-ITEM No. 4. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore m>>\ed that the ilanse.s of the 
Bill be considered for settlement m the form recommended hv the Seleot 
('ommittee. 

The motion was put aipl agri'ed to 

The President said : - 

The first amendmimt standing on the paper on this Hill refers to i lanse 
‘2 The ilon’hle nieniher in \\ho.se n.'iiiie it stands ' niki^s it conseipient lal upon 
amendments .\<is. 7 and 17 The.sc three amendments really hang together. 
The lion hie nu'inher’s first amendmimt would he his snhstant i\e amendment 
and III moving it he will he entitled to refer to the 1 wo sidise(|nent aincndmeiit^i 
so that he caii make clear to the t’onncil the whole of hi' arguments But he 
nitist move the ,‘ttnendment oti chnisc 2 now. lK*c:inse he cannot rettirn to the 
I lanse tifter it has been disjiosed of " 


AMENDMENTS Nos. 1, 7 and 17 (APPENDIX A TO THE LIST OF 

BUSINESS.) 


The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray imoed that heioie i hnise 2 
(g) the lollowing ln“ itiserted. miinelv - 

■■ (7n) ■ ;>nnmil \alne of the land' means the total rent which is 
|i;iviihlc. or if no rent is actually ptival.ic, wotild on it reasonalilc 
iissessment , lie payable during the year hv any person in the 
actual use .and po.sscssion ot the land 


He said — 

■' Mv Ixird, this amendment Is conscipieiit nil on the acceptance of my 
amendments Nos 7 and 17 In those two amendiMcnts I have rcferml to the 
annual value of land, and it is therefore necessary that the definition shoub. 
he given in this danse of the annual value of land. I have taken this (felinit ion 
from the Cess Act, and 1 hope if these ainendinents tire carried, this definition 
will be accepted. 


The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said 

• Mv Lord I regret to sav that I cannot accept this amendment on Inrhall 
of Government ' There is no (‘.bjection to it as a definttnm since it is taken from 
the (.'ess Act. but unless the |irinciple amendment No i which 1 stiail opiMise 
very strongly is accepted, this amendment would have no /;«» von // 
must therefore oppose it. I do not know whether it wou d Ik* in order for me 
now U. give the r^sons vvhy it would be impossible for (.overnment to accept 

the m;iin amendment No. 7. ’ 


The President said - 

■ Oh yes. On that [mint I thought I made it quite clear that the thrw 
amendments really hang together, and it is therefore in order for the Hon blc 
Member on behalf of Government to ex[)lain why he cannot jiccept tlie main 
part of the amend rnents which J understand is num ^er(*d / on the agenda 
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Kumar S. S. Ray; the President. 

paper, and the hon’hle itieinbers of this (’ouitcil in dividing whetlier they should 
vote for or against this amendment must bear in mind the main amendment 
No. 7.” 

The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray said ; 

“ May I st)eak on in\ amendments Nos. 7 and 17 now 

The President said ; - 

'• Yes. 1 told the llon’Ide Meml)er that he )i>nld do so." 

The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray said 

“ Mv Lord, mv amendment No. 7 projawes to insert a clause lOA which 
should run thus 

< ‘ No scheme under this Act .shall l»e undertaken if the amount of the 

estimated cost to he contrihuted hy the landlords and the tenants collectively 
of the local area exceeds the annual value of the land included within such 
area 

Mv Lord, tics is an imi)ortant amendment It is absolutely nece.ssary to 
protect the. owner and occupier of lands from being comjielled io pay, for an 
impriivement, an amount out of all jiroporfions to the value of the land 
Let me make my point clear by an illustration Suppose there is an 
insanitary Unk oh my land Now some of my neighbours under the pro\ isioiis 
of the contemplated measure move the Collector to re excavate the tank The 
cost of re-excavation would be, in most ca.ses, quite exoibitiint. The Collector 
might ch.argc the whole of it from me on the ground that 1 would get ii nice’ 
tank on my land. My l/ird, this would be a work id' .saiiitiiry improvement 
no doubt. I'liit it would ruin me at the siime time All this would l)t> possible 
under this .\ct Of course it can bt' .said that the Collector would not be .so 
unrcasomible tis to ruin me for the sake id' tny ncighlKuirs But my point is 
why should 1 give such ti w ide jiower to llu' Collet tor My humble submission 
is t'luit put a limit to the extent to which I might he charged even agtiinst my 
will I would not have the least (dijection to the re-excjivation of the tank on 
my land if my neighliours would come forward with ;i ])art of the cost or it 
the (lovernment Ikxiis a fiart and I be chiirged w ilh a reasonable share of the 
same If 1 ohject then put the machinery of the law into tiction tigtiiust me 
jind you would he justilied to do so Let me cmpliasise my point again As 
an owner or occupier of the land let me know deliiiilelv the limit to which I 
would Ik' compelled to contribute. 1 wotild not permit it to 1k' left to the- 
discretion of the Collector It must be borne in mind that tiny pixnision in 
the law for levying an involuntary contribution is tin encroachment on the 
people’s right It is justifiable only when the I cgish.tiire, considering the 
exigencies of the situation, makes clear and definite provisions regarding the 
tax'^to be imposetl. But here we find no definite provisions in the law. Here 
the authorities haveliecn vested with an unlimited discretion. 

My Lord, we cannot possibly leave this indellnite jiower in the hands of 
our exex'utixe officers regarding such an important m ilter as fixation. The 
existing law which this is going to replace has a stiitutory limit in this matter 
Section 12 (d' the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act hivs down that the expenses 
are to Ixv realized in dO equal itnnual instalments. ;nid no instillment is to exceed 
half an iinmi in the rupee tif the annual value of the land or, in other words, 
even after 30 years iiii owner or occu|)ier of the land wotild not lie required to 
pay an amount equivalent to the annual value of the hind .\ny scheme which 
did not comply with these previsions would be rejected under the existing law. 
My Ivord, T Itave been told that under the existing law even this charge is 
thought to lie exorbitant by the people. In agricultural schemes again under 
the existing law all contributions are x'oluntary. In these, circumstances, I 
beg to submit that we should have a statutory provision in the law fixing a 
maximum beyond which an involuntary contribution should not be allowed to 
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l>e levied. A scheme which necessitates a coinpulsorv contribution Uwond 
a definite limit must be thrown out. This is what iny amendinenl aims at. 
The maximum amount of such a taxation, in my opinion, should not exceed Uie 
annuai value of the land affected by the scheme Km lher, under tlu‘ I'xislinj; 
law a man was allowed *d0 years to pay off the levy, but the pri‘sent law has 
no such statutory provision We ini^ht In* asked Id pa\ off tlu‘ demand 
within a vear. It is theieidre absolute^ m^ccs'^arx that this dtauaml shoultl 
|)e such as could be easily met by the people d'hi.s is all I have ^ot to say on 
inv amendment No 7. I think 1 may also speak now about anuMidment 
No. 17. This amendmemt seeks to add a proviso to t laus(‘ 22 which should 
run thus: ‘ Provided that in recoverin;i: costs from the landlords and the 
tenants, the amount recoverable in any one vi^ar shall not t‘\ci‘ed a (juarter of 
the annual value of the land held In them within the hnal area. 

My J/U’d, under the exist lUfr Act which this is ^oin<; to replace w(‘ havt' 
hecMi allow (‘d dO V(*ar.s to pay ofi the cost In c<jua1 animal insta hiuMits, but thi^s 
Bill again leaves evervthing to tlie (iis< retion ol the (‘\(‘cutive olfavi's. hroin 
mv c\p<*ricnct‘ ot the realisatani ol tlu‘ .‘^etth'ment costs und(*r the Bmigal 
Tenanev A(‘t w heie too lla^ matter i^ left to tlic discrc'tion of the (‘\(‘cuti\c. 

I mak(‘ hold to say that this dmci'(‘t i<»n is nothing Imt the w him of the part ii ular 
oHic(‘r in charge of tht‘ rccinmx proc(\slings I l;now ol rcctml ca.scs where 
immediatelv after a devastating Hoo<l tlu' (H‘opl(' wcrt‘ conip(‘ll(*d to j)a\ oil 
Iheir du(*s We rimionstratcd, w(‘ a ppt'a Ual to tlu‘ ( iovm nment tor time, Imt 
it wa^ all 111 \ain \ memorial was suhmitt(‘d to tin* (io\mnnient signed by 
die l(‘ading men of tlu' locality inehiding \tahara|as a ml ( ’oiin<*i I 

Members, but they were not granted even a hearing and tin* riM-ovcry went on 
.as mcri'ily as ever 1'his incident hapjumed in i^iishahi in the \ear BMS 
immediattdv aftrn the Hood W ith ^m h expmieneo of olheia I discretion I 
would l)e failing in my duty as a i*epresenta1 ivc* ot tla‘ Iand(‘d intei*t*sts to 
gi VO to the execut i\ (‘ fui'the?' discrmionary power'^ in ]ik(‘ matt(*rs I there- 
fore proposi' that not more' than a (piarter of th(‘ annual valm* of the land shall 
he reco\erahl(‘ in any one singh' y(\*i r 'fo h(‘ candid even this limit I consider 
U> he very high and if this anKmdnumt is aee(‘ptt‘d I would ( Xjx'ct theofheials 
to k‘ more considerate in fixing the instalments 

Mv Lord, th(‘sear(‘ tin* main amenduKUits, and if these two ameiidjmmts 
a I'e aceejited. thmi it would he nec(‘ssary to aec(*pt my amendment No I as it 
didines 1 h(‘ a nnual value of the land r(‘t(U*red to in m\ main amendments As 
I hav(' said hefoii' 1 have taken thi-> didinition from the ( ess Act heaving (nit 
only tht^ n n lu’cessa r\ portions Mv Lord, it this dclinition has been <•! us(‘ 
in the (’(^ss A(t. I think it would h<' (juitt* jxissihle to acee|>t this definition of 
tlamannual value of tlu' land with reterenee t(> the c<mt<*mplatcd m(‘asiire now 
Ix^iorc the C'ounci I. I thei’tdore formally move my anaaidment \<» I I may 
sav here, mv Lord, that if the amendment is unacct^ptahle on a tix-hnical or 
legal ground, I am fireparcd to ac'ci'pt any nioddieation of it that mav he 
suggested MvLord, I am not a lawyer and T would not like my amendimMit 
to l)e throwai out simply on a technical ground 


The Hon’ble Mr. K. Ahmed said 

“ My Lord, T beg to op])ose the amemlment rnovcHl h\ the Hon ble Kumar. 
His point is that the tenants of Bengal should contribute some portion of the 
cost towards the expenses of sanitation It is not iierhaps out oi plac^ tor 
me to mention here that as a representative of the Rajshahi MiihammadaiiH, 
the majoritv^ of whom are agriculturists that mv non blc frienil w'di see 
the annual report of the Revenue Department that in the land revenue which 
w^as estimated, there had been an increase in the collei tions and the payment 
that had been made out of the collections by the zaniindars of Bengal was about 
3 crores of rupees, and their gross income was al)out 13 crores. If therefore 
the net annual income of 10 crores accrues every yeaf to the laudlords of 
Bengal, they have, if T may be allowed to say, not realised their^fiosition from 
the year 1793, that is the date of the permanent settlement/’ 
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The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray said: — 

“ My Lord, I rise to a point of order. I do not think the Hon’ble 
Member’s arguments bear on the question before the House.” * • 

The President said: — « 

” As far as f followed the Hon’ble Member s argument, 1 think Iiq is in 
order; but J have not quite followed his last argument.’* 

The Hon’ble Mr. K. Ahmed said: — 

* My Lord, I am sorry I have inc ui red the dispk^asiire of my hon'ble 
friend the Kumar, but as a matter of fad, in supporting what the llon’l>]e 
Sir (Uiarh's Stevenson- Moore has said, and in opposing my hon'ble friend tik 
Kumar, 1 think I was not out of order, and tha^ is lli(‘ I'eJison why 1 was 
\nentioi)ing that. Of course, his amendment, as worded, relates only to a 
portion of the share ol‘ the tenant's contribution lowaids the cx)st; but I w^as 
explaining the whole subject, \i/ , the position of the landlords of Bengal in 
e()mj)arison to that of the teriipits, who are asked by the landlords (as is done 
in the amendment) that they should [)ay a c(‘it.ai:i share. Jt a|)[)ears, how- 
ever, that the proprietors of the soil, tlie landlords, slioiild have CM)ntribiited 
the whole cost if tliey kept a filthy tank, by virtue of tlu‘ir proprietary rights 
and that they were responsible to lemove that filth On tliis j)rinc‘i[)le, iny 
Ivord, 1 hav(‘ the greatest [)leasur(‘ in suf)[)ortino t!i(‘ Bill and at the same 
time in opposing the amendment of the Hon’ble Kumar. " 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said: — 

My Lord, in reply to the main amendment .\o. 7, 1 should like to say 
that (Government are very strongly o[)})ose(l to tliis amendment, and I think 
it will require very few words from me to convince the C-ouncil that it is 
absolutely inadmissible. Tht‘ Hon’ble Kumar wishes us to lay dowui by law 
that no scheme whatever shall be undertaken if tin* contributioii of the landed 
interests towards it exceeds the annual value of the land benefited. The 
proposal is, as I shall show, (juite illogical and unrtNisonable. If we consider 
agrienltural schemes, wa' shall find that this Bill is designed to benefit two 
classes of land, firstly, high and dry land wdiich is unproductive through lack 
ol ii’rigat ion and, sec*ondly, water logged land vnIhcIi uiqiroductive tlirough 
lack of drainage; these lands being unproductive and for the most part un- 
cultivated pay little or no rent, d’hc objeit of this Bill is to provide means 
of artificial irrigation on the one hand and drainage on the other, and so 
convert the land, which is now unproductive and j)ays little or no rent, into 
land which will yield a full and regular harvest and will be assessable to the 
full rate of rent. Thus, the initial value of the land is no measure of its 
potential value when the inq)roveinents have been carried out, nor does it 
afford any indication wdiether the incidence of the cost of the scheme will 
b(' heavy or light on the land that will be benefited. Thus, the Hon’ble 
Kumar’s amendment will debar us from affording facilities wdiich this Bill 
provides for the very lands w’^hich it is mainly designed to benefit; 
for it cannot be expected that the (government wdll contribute the main portion 
of the cost of a scheme in wdiieh the juiblic have no interest and from which 
the landlords and tenants themselves will derive very handsome profits. The 
same argument applies to sanitary schemes, for it is well known to anyone 
acquainted with rural life in Bengal that in places where the sanitary condi- 
tions are bad there also the soil is unfertile and unproductive, the cause in 
both cases being the same, namely, obstructed drainage. Furthermore, the 
acceptance of this amendment w^ould, in f«act, preclude us from taking up 
large schemes, such as the Magrahat and Rajapur drainage schemes, for the 
average incidence of cost of these schemes works out to about Rs. 10 per acre, 
and in some cases even more. Now that incidence must be in excess of the 
initial value of the land, but it probably will not be in excess of it when the 
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lands have been benefited and the improve 
this amendment w^oiild prevent us from c; 

schemes; and it must also be borne in mind mui uie pronimiive enect ol tins 
restriction would increase in direct ratio with the necessity for tlie improve- 
ment. In other words, the more pressing the need for the improvement 
the more serious the obstacles which tins restriction would present to its 
being carried out. In tact, the ameiicfment, if accepted, w’ould knock the 
entire bottom out of the Bill; and (jroveriiment would have to reconsider their 
p()sition and decide whether m the circumstances it IS worth while to go on 
with the Bill which has been so emasculated as to be rendered useless. 

The Hon’ble Kumar has referred to the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act, 
and to the principles therein laid down. The basis of the contribution under 
the Jiengal Sanitary Drainage Act is the road ce.ss Now, the I’oad ccss 
-bears a fixed ratio to the rent and it is one anna to a rupee of rent, so the 
objections which I have raised to this amendment on the ground of its being 
illogical and unreasonable, must apply equally to the procedure which is 
prescribed by the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act; and in fact, it was in order 
to provide a better and more equitable procedure that this Act was introduced. 
Surely, the lloirble Member would not wish us to perjietuate what, after all. 
is an absurd anomaly in the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act 

As regards his criticisms about the action of local ollicers, the Council 
will, 1 think, hold that the Collectors will exercise* their duties wdth ordinary 
discretion, and, in aii} case, tlu' Council is avvan* that in all tlic‘se maittuh 
an a]>])eal lies to the Commissioner — a point to whic h the llon’ble Kumar made 
uo reference. 

I cannot think that the Hon’ble Kumar brought forward this amendment 
with the deliberate intention of attempting to wreck the Bill, a Jiill which 
is designed for a beneficient purjiose, and calculated to confer inestimable 
benefits not only on landlords and tenants but on tin* community at large. 

I therefore hope that the IJorrble Kumar will sec fit, now that 1 have exjilained 
wdiat the effect of this amendment would be, to withdraw it. 

I need not labour niy rejily to amendment No 37 1die j)osition is exactly 
the same. As I have already explained, the existing value of unpnuluctive 
land is no measure of its potential value after it has been Ixuicfited and 
rendered fully productive; and consc(|ucntly n<> measure of the amount which 
can equitably be recovered from individual landlords and tenants. There- 
fore, there is no justification for intnxlueing a jiroviso that in recovcriim 
costs from the landlords and tenants, the amount nnoverable shall not lyxceea 
a quarter of the annual value of the land I do not think that this restriction 
could be justified either logicallv or ecjuitably binallv. with regard t(» the 
Hon’ble Member’s amendment Vo. 1 As T have .sai(f the amendment as a 
definition is unobjectionable, but the objection of the (jovernrnent is directed 
against the main amondment. and if that is rej(*cted, this (hdinition bi*cf>mes 
fjuperfliious. 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said - 

“ My Lord, when T read this amendment, I dec ided to wait and hear the 
Government view of the matter. I quite agree with the Hon ble Memlier 
in Charge of the Bill that we must not do anything to render tliis very Inme- 
ficial Bill a dead letter. It may lie that if we accept the Hon’ble Member’s 
amendment as it stands a plot of land, which at the present moment yields 
nothing, bv improvement might yield a bumper crop, and thereby benefit 
both the landlords and tenants; while if it were not improved, it would 
remain in its old condition for a long time to come. Therefore, in the 
particular form in which the amendment has Kien worded, is perhaps unfor- 
tunate. but there is another aspect of the question which I would ask the 
Hon’ble Member in Charge of the Bill to consider. Improvement must 
‘Carry popular opinion with them. Tenants and landlords and the local 
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bodies concerned must readily agree to the improvement. Now, if there be 
no limit, it may happen that an enthusiastic officer or local authority may 
perhaps launcn into a scheme which would be too expensive, and they may 
atteini)t to improve things out of existence. My Lord, 1 know somelhi»g of 
the Magrahat Drainage scheme; about the beneficial character of that scheme 
there cannot be two opinions ; but I Jjave come across instances where in 
tracts lying within that scheme, the amount which was proposed to be levied 
Weas something like 17 times the improved value of the land, whereas in other 
places the demand has been nominal. Now, instead of accepting this 
amendment, as it stands, 1 would ask the Government to give us an assurance 
that there would be a reasonable limit, say 4 or 5 times the improved annual 
value. We do not ordinarly like that we should give a blank cheque to 
either the executive authority or the local authority, and what I am pleading 
for is a compromise between the idea of the Hon’ble Mover and the draft as 
^it stands. Such a compromise is not only feasible but jmssible, and if such 
a compromise were made, I have no doubt that the very beneficient measure 
which we have before us will be welcomed by the people, and that the people 
will not shrink from applying for the apiilicatidn of this Act when passed 
into law. 

1 desire to say one word with regard to the criticisms of the Hon’ble 
Mr. K. Ahmed. I wsupjiose the Ilon’ble Member came to the Council with the 
determined view that ne must prove himself to Ik' a friend of the tenants, foi* 
getting that in this particular amendment whioh t!ie Ilon’ble Kumar has 
moved, it is stated that no scheme under this Act shall be undertaken- if the 
amount of the estimated cost tn Ik* contributed by the landlords and tenants 
collec'tively, of the local area, exceeds the cannual value of the land included 
within such area; so that this amendment, although M mav have lioen moved 
by a representative of the landlords, is as much for the benefit of the tenants as 
for the tienefit of the landlords. Tf those who want to protect the tenants 
either in this Council or outside it would just consider that in the majority of 
instances the interests of the tenants and landlords are identical, they would 
not rush in places where others fear to tread. 

T do not think that it is necessary to take his objections seriously, the 
more so as I could hardly follow what he said. I hope and trust, however, 
(hat a compromise on the lines T have suggested will be acceptable to the 
Government. 

But amendment No. 17, 1 venture to think, stands on a different footing 
It may he necessary to recover a large sum of money; but the larger the sum 
the more desirable it is that it should be spn^ad over a number of years. No 
doubt, if the total recovery is spread over a numl)er of years, some interest 
must be charged, and instalments should be on that basis. We are quite 
familiar with the system in vogue in Calcutta wdiere tlie Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust recovers its instalments in a vsimilar w'ay, so that by accepting 
amendment No. 17, I do not see how the beneficial effect of this amendment 
will he rendered nugatory, because all that the amendment says is — 

‘ Provided that in recovering costs from the landlords and the tenants, 
the amount recoverable in any one year shall not exceed a quarter of the 
annual value of the land held by them within the local area. 

8o long as the total cost is realised, the fact that it is realised by 
instalments with reasonable interest will not militate against the success of 
the scheme. I must confess that I do not much like the wording of the 
amendment, viz., in any one year shall not exceed a quarter of the value of 
the land; th^re my friend the Kumar is really proceeding on amendment 
No. 7, and what I would suggest for the acceptance of the Government is that, 
instead of the words * a quarter of the annual value of the land, * the words 
‘ a certain percentage ’ be substituted; but what that percentage will be. 
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I would leave it to the Hon’ble Member in Charge to decide and to set out in 


The Hofi’ble Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said: 

^ ^suggestions on the amendment proposed 
by the Hon ble Kumar. Ibis is a very important amendment. If we eon 
sider that the object of the Hill is to make improvements in the mofussil 
regarding sanitary and agricultural conditions, and if we consider tlial if the 
Government are not in a position to supply the funds, the luitural conclusion 
is that the money is to be recov’’ere(l from other sourc'es But what are tlio 
other sources ? Are they the landlords ami the tenants (‘ollectively ? There 
was much discussion in the Select Committee and we came to the conclusion 
that the contribution should l>e made by the laiullords and tenants collectively. 
The Hon ble Kumar considers that it will Ih* a hardship upon them. From our 
experience in this matter, Uhink that there can he no d()nl>t tliat the zamin 
dars have been giving large sums as contributions 1 may inform Your 
Excellency that when the Drainage Avi was passed, it t‘aused a great deal 
of hardship and difficulty to the zamindars In this coniie(‘tion, 1 am refer 
ring to a drainage scheme in the Howrah dislrii‘t and many zamindars weiv 
put to great inconvenience, and even now, the\ have not bei'u abK‘ to ])ay 
up the amount in the last 15 or 20 years. The Drainage Act had a safety 
valve, that is, under section 42 of that Act the money was rei’overed from tiie 
landlords and their tenants in (‘crtain pro])ortions; when the Bengal Sanitary 
Drainage Act was })assed, there was a certain proportion fixed for the 
recovery of the amount between landlords and tenants Hctc. we find that 
joint contribution is to be made by the landlords and tenants Whatever it 
may be, if the Collector is given unlimited discretion in the matter, the land- 
lords and tenants are very much afraid that they will l)e ])ut to a good deal 
of hardshi)) and inconvenience Su])po.sing a tank is to [)e (‘\cavat(‘d and 
Improvements made; the annual value of tin* land is Its 2 or Rs and the 
expmiditure to Ik^ incurred for the tank will be Its 1.000 or Rs 2,0(t0 If 
the Collector thinks that this im{)rovement must \)v made, and at the same 
time asks the zamindars and Umants to contnbiit(‘ a larg(* sum of money, 
the question becomes one of extreme diRiculty. Therefore, if this large siim 
be not paid by the zamindars and tenants, then the wa>rk of improvement 
will not be taken up. So w^e are stranded in difficulty in discussing this very 
difficult question. On the one hand, we do not like unlimited })ower to lie 
given to the Collector; on the other hand, there is a strong and anxious di^sire 
on the part of the people of this province that improviunents should 1 k‘ ( urried 
out under the supervision of (Government. Therefore, I think that if we 
accept the definition of the words ‘ annual value of the land ’ as suggested by 
the Hon Tie Kumar, these improvements might Ik* earri(‘d out. The defini 
tion of ‘ annual value ’ in the Ce.ss Act cannot Ik* a factor in determining the 
improvement in agricultural and sanitary work Neither can the definition 
given in the Tenancy Act for the ]>ur))ose of realisation of rent lx* a criterion 
to judge as to the applicability of the present Act. Therefore, my Lord, the 
subject-matter of tfie amendment requires the careful consideration of the 
members of the Council. I find that the Hon’ble Mr P C MitU;r is not in 
a position to lay down clearly to the (^ouneil as to what should lx* the percen- 
tage, or what should be the number of times in ass(?s.sing the value The 
whole question, therefore, hinges upon the unlimited discretion of the Collec- 
tor. If the suggestion of the Hon’nle Mr. Mitter is to be accepted, there are 
other facts which are to be brought to the notice of the Onincil — facts show- 
ing the valuation of the desired improvement, and the numbt^r of times should 
be taken into account. 

My Lord, I beg to offer these suggstions for the consideration of the' 
Council before arriving at any decision. If tljis matter had been brought 
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before the Select Committee, there could have been a discussion then and 
there, but we liad not the advantage of discussing this matter there. 

1 do not like to waste the time of the Council. But I would sav this 
that it would be an extremely difficult situation if we are to depeml only 
upon the judgment of the Collector. It would be a position of great diffi- 
culty for us - the same difficulty toiwhich we were put when the Drainage 
Act and the Sanitary Acts were put into operation.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said:— 

” My Lord, I feel some difficulty about the amendment proposed by the 
Hon’ble Kumar. I will say at once that 1 cannot support amendment No. 7, 
specially after his unhappy illustration of an insanitary tank which breeds 
nothing but malaria. If he had not put forward that illustration probably 
I might have supported the amendment. There might be cases where it is 
necessary that an owner should be compelled to im{)rove his dangerous pro- 
jierty. As regards his amendment No. 17, I should like to smv that 1 have 
every sympathy and support for his suggestion that the owner or the body 
of owners should be compelled to pay the cost of the improvement by instal- 
ments, but the words of the amendment are such that they would not fit in 
with the logic of facts. If we take that the expression ‘ annual value ’ is 
well understood and that it ordinaiily means the income of the property, then 
there might be a property which has a j)otential value and is capable of 
yielding much profit if some care is taken of it. Unless ‘ annual value ' 
means the value of the income after the jiroperty has been im|)r()ved — which 
it is very difficult to ascertain — it is impossible to support the amendment as 
worded by the Hon’ble Kumar. If be would change bis words and say ‘ shall 
not exceed a quarter of the total amount to be (‘ontributed,’ that is, one- 
fourth of the total cost, it would be much more intelligible and would have 
my support and sympathy. But as it is, it is difficult to suj)])ort my hon’ble 
friend.” 

The Hon’bie Rai Radha Charan Pal Bahadur said; — 

” My Lord, 1 have got only one word to say and that is this As regards 
the payment by instalments, 1 think it should be granted, although uiiiortu- 
nately the words ‘ annual value occur in the amendment. 1 desire to say 
this because it will be seen that under clause 2 the interest on any amount con- 
tributed by Government is excluded in the case of improvement schemes. 
Therefore if the cost is recovered by instalments there would be no difficulty. 
1 think a rule framed or an order jiassed under clause 36 would meet the 
exigencies of the case. As regards amendment No. 7, what I suggest and 
what 1 believe the Hon’ble Mr. Mitter suggested is this: here in Calcutta we 
follow the improved value, and 1 think that improved value should be sugges- 
ted for annual value in the amendment. I agree that when the property is 
improved the cost should be on the improved property, and that is quite 
reasonable. These are the observations which I nave to make, and although 
we all agree to the spirit of the amendment that has been moved by the Hon’ble 
Kumar, we are rather hampered in supporting it on account of the wording.” 

The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray said: — 

“ My Lord, I find there is a good deal of sympathy with the principles 
underlying my amendments, that is the discretion which is proposed to be 
placed in the hands of the Collector should be eliminated and also that there 
sliould be some provision for instalments in the case of recovery of costs. But 
I find also that if I press my amendments, I have, not much chance of success. 
However, I appeal to the lion'ble Meml>er in Charge to come to my help and 
give us some assurance that the Government accept the principles underly- 
ing my amendments. If he is favourably disposed, he may help us by the 
rules under this Act, and I am sure that any assurance which he gives will 
be of much value.” 
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The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson- Moore said:— 

» # desire to carry the whole Council with us in dealing 

with a Bill of this nature. 1 think I can ^dve the Hon'hle Meinher an assur- 
ance that we will include s(une })rovisions in the rules which will have the 
effect of imposing limits on the incideifre of cost and on the incidence of the 
instalments payable, but on what basis these limits can he >vorked out I am 
not prepared to say off-hand, though 1 do not a})prehend serious practical 
difficulty in finding an equitable basis, 'fhat 1 think would nuH't the point 
raised by the Hon’ble Mr. P. C Mitter and tlie other Ilon ble MemU'rs who 
have spoken.” 

The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray said. — 

My Lord, in that case 1 beg to withdraw the three' amendments.” ’ 

The motions were then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

« 

AMENDMENT No. 2. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri mf)\ed that a iter sub- 
clause ( J) of clause 2, the following be adiled, namelv: 

{2a) ‘ Commissioner 'means Commissioner of Revenue to whom Uio 
CoIlectoT’, as defined in sub clau.se ('/), is subordinate 

He said - 

M\ Lord, in this arnendnient I pi’opose that the word ‘ Cannmissioner 
means the Commi.ssioiier of Rcweiiue to whom the Collt‘ctor as delined in tins 
Act is snliordinate It is better to definitely stat(‘ by definition which Com- 
missioner is meant, ddiis is, of course, a simple matter 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said 

“ My Lord, this is fjuite unnecessary 1'he word ‘ (’ommissioner ' is 
already defined in section II (lO) of the (General Clauses Act, IHtM), ami I 
therefoT*e opjio.se this amendment 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said; 

“ In that case I had better withdraw the amendment ” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

AMENDMENT No. 3. 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty moved that for tlie 
words ” the prescribed amount ’’ in line 2 of sub clause (S) (i) of clause 2, 
the words “ rupees t-en thousand be .substituted. 

He said — 

“ My Lord, after reading the report of the Select Committee I don’t 
think it would do any good in urging this amendment. So I beg leave to witli 
draw it.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

AMENDMENT No. 3A. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore moved that after the words 
“ more than one ” in line 1 of sub-clause 8 (ii) of clause 2. tlie word 
“ independent ” be inserted. 
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He said — 

“ My Lord, the object of moving for the insertion of the word ‘ inde- 
pendent ’ in this clause is to make it clear that a scheme inaugurated by a 
subordinate local authority such as a Union Board should not be regar(ted%8 
a major scheme on the ground that more than one local authority is interested 
merely because a Union Board is subordinate in some respects to a District 
Board. Such an interpretation would necessitate the treatment of all schemes 
inaugurated by Union Boards as major schemes. This, in the opinion of 
Governirient, would be quite unnecessary ; conse(iuent]y the amendment is 
proposed with the object of precluding any such inter[)retation being applied 
to this sub-clause.” 

The motion was j)ut and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 4. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson- Moore moved that for the words ” no 
reference to any local authority shall be necessary ” in lines 4 and 5 of the 
j)roviso to clause 3, the words ” reference to any local authority shall not be 
necessary ” be substituted. 

He said: — 

” My Lord, this is merely a small amendment in drafting. Tt simply 
involves transferring the negative to a more appropriate position in the 
sentence.” 

The motion was ]>ut and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 5. 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra Chakrabartty moved that after the 
word ” may ” in line 1 of clause 8, the words “ after considering the objec- 
tions, if any ” be inserted. 

He said — 

‘‘ My I.ord, after giving notice of this amendment 1 see that the Select 
Committee have redrafted the clause and the object of my amendment has 
been met by it. So T beg leave to withdraw^ the amendment.” 

The motion was tlien, by leave of the l^resident, withdrawn. 


AMENDMENT No. 6. 

The Hon’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray moved that for the words 
“ under sub-section (7) ” in lines 2 and 3 of sub-clause {^) of clause 10, the 
words ” under sub-section (7) or (2a) ” be substituted. 

He said — 

My Lord, I move this amendment with a view to obtaining a similar- 
ity of provisions regarding appeals in respect of both major and minor 
schemes and I hope it will be accepted. ' ’ 


The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said; — 

” My Lord, I am prepared to accept this amendment on behalf of 
Government. Such an appeal is allowed in the case of clause 8. Although 
the question of financing and distribution is largely one of arrangement, ^ 
there is no serious objection to allowing an appeal in respegt of it.’* 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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AMENDMENT No. 8. 

Tho Hon ’bio Sir Charles Stovonson-Moore moved that snh-elause {2) of 
clause I4.be omitted. 

He said — 

My Lord, I shall subseouently rtopose that this sub-elause l)e inserted 
as clause 14A in an amended lorm. The siib-elause is not correctly worded. 
The Collector cannot acquire land; only the Lot'al (loverimient can do so 
under section 6 {S) of the Land Acquisition Act. It is tliiis necessary to 
amend the sub-clause and advantage has been taken of tliis to remove it from 
clause 14 to which it hardly appertains and to give it a clause to itself.*’ 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 9. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore moved that after c lause 14 the 
following be added, namely: - 

‘‘ 14 A. The Local Government may. at the request of the (\>llector, 
acquire, under the provisions of the Land AcMjuisition Act. 1S94. any land 
required for the purposes of this Act. 

‘ Land ’ in this section has the same meaning as in clause (a) of section 
3 of the T.and Acquisition Act, 1804 ” 

The motion w’as put and carried. 


AMENDMENT No. 10. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that suleclause ( /) 
of clause 15 be omitted. 

He said:-- 

“ My Lord, in this amendment I propo.se tliat sub clause (/) of clause 
15 be omitted. My reasons are that if an applicant U* recjiured to deposit 
or to give security for the cost of the work or any portion of it, it will have 
a deterrent effect. So I think the matter may lx* considered and encjuired 
into. If it is thought that the work is really l)enelicial or should bt‘ under- 
taken, it can be done: and further, if the afq)licant is anxious he may l>e 
given an option of advancing the money. But U) make it compulsory or to 
ask him to deposit the estimated amount or a portion of it seems to me 
unnecessary. 1 think the matter may be considered independent of any 
obligation on the part of the applicant In that view 1 projK^se that tlie 
clause be omitted.*’ 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said . - 

“ My Lord, I must oppose this amendment on behalf of Government. 
It is obvious that Government must have power U) require an af)f)lic‘ant to 
pay the costs of the work or such portion thereof a.s may lie pavable by him, 
or at least to give security for it. If the scheme does not go through, there 
will be no recovery of cost and Government mu.st l>e placed in a position to 
recover, if thought fit, preliminary expenses from the applicant, l-urther. 
this provision has the incidental advantage that it will discourage irrespon- 
sible persons from filing ill-considered applications. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said:— 

“ My Lord, I am not convinced that it is necessary to provide for dfs' 
couraging any irresponsible person or persons from filing ill-considered ap- 
plications. I don’t think there is any special necessity for it. As I have 
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already submitted, it will only have a deterrent effect, and I leave the matter 
for the consideration of the Council whether it should be accepted.’’ 

The motion was then put and lost. 


AMENDMENT No. 11. 

•• 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore moved that for sub-clause (2) 
(ii) of clause 18, the following l)e substituted, namely 

“ (ii) distribute the vsaid cost between — 

(a) the applicant; 

(b) the Local Government; 

(c) the local authorities concerned; and 

(d) the landlords and tenants collectively of the local area, 
in the manner det/ermined under section 8 or 10, and 

lie said : 

“ My Lord, it has been brought to the notice of Government that the 
wording of clause IH (1) (//) is defective, inasmuch as it seems to give the 
Collector the right to determine a distribution which has already been pro- 
posed by the Committee under clause 10 ((^/) and accepted by the local Gov- 
ernment under clause 13 Such was. of course, not the intention The 
intention of the Select Committee was that orders regarding the j)i()j)ortion 
or principles of distribution should Ik' passed under section 8 and section 
10 (L/), read witli section 13, and that subsequently the (Vdlector should 
not determine the distribution but actually distribute the total cost between 
the four classes in accordance with the previous orders. 1'he initial order 
regariling the proj)ortion or principles of distribution would not necessarily 
ix' in rupees, it might be in the form of fiercenlages, but the t'ollector’s order 
under sectifui 18 would give actual figures in ru[)ees. The amendment is 
intended to make this clear.” 

The Hon’ble Rai Upendra Lai Ray Bahadur said: — 

” Mv Lord, I would like to have a statement of the Ploirble Member in 
charge of the Bill with rt^gard to two points only. 1 would like to know 
whetner where an outsider insists on the improvement of the locality the laiul- 
lonl should be liable to ])ay the costs and also where the landlord who has 
settled his lands permanently with the tenants and has no chance of enhanc- 
ing the rents should be made liable for the j)roj)ortionate cost. The land- 
lord would get no benefit from the tenants. In fact it is the tenants who 
wHHild be benefited. I w^ould like to have a statement explaining the posi- 
tion.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said: 

” My Lord, regarding the point raised by my hon’ble friend, may I 
make the suggestion that uiis point may be made clear in the rule-making 
section. We know that there is litigation if the landlord bears a portion of 
the cost and then wants to enhance the rent of the tenant and there is a very 
salutary provision for a record of rights in clause 14 of the Bill that if power 
l>e given to tlie authorities and if the landlord wants to pay for the improve- 
ment he mav get a certain percentage of what he pavs~ say 5 or b per cent. 
— instead oi* having to recourse to litigation. I^imilarly, the question 
whether a landlord w ho has pennanently settled his land and who will not 
be benefited by the improvement will have to pay or not should be left to be 
set tiki by appropriate rules.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said:— 

” Mv Lord, that is the intention. All these points will be dealt with 
in the rules and in fact I had intended before this meeting to distribute to 
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Hon’ble Meml)ers copies of the draft n.les which have l,ecn prepare<i un.ier 
clause 36, but that intention was defeated l.v the Government press an so 
It IS ™.sible for me to refer Hon'ble Member to the speidtiJ n.lJs Bn 
when Hon ble Memters get tlie copies they will find that the rules meet the 
point mis^ b;y’ the Hon ble Kai Upeiidra l.al Ihiv Bahadur. If the rules 
are defective in any point such as the one referred to bv the Tt, 

Mitter they will be reconsidered and thp defects rcv'tilied ” 

The motion w'as then put and agrml to. 


I KIa t* 


AMENDMENT No. 12. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that irter sub 
danse (7) (iit) of dause 18, the following be added, namely: 

and in such instalments as may Ix' det/ermine<l bv him, having regaial 
to the total amount recoverable trom each siu h landlord or tenant* 
and his pecuniary circumstances." 


lie said: — 

M\ I>o7’d. in vie\\ ot what has ah‘ead\ Ihh'ii ac(a‘j>led on tiu* motion of 
the hlon l)le Kumar Sliib Sliekhai’esw ar Ka\, 1 do not know whethei’ it is 
further necessary to move tins amendment as there is a specuil clause, sub- 
clause {'w) of clause dO. which is the rule making clause We havt» got an 
assui'an(‘e tliat the matter would be t'ousidered Hut in the amendment [)Tt>“ 
posed by the Honliie Kumar a certain slian* was meant, ami in my amend- 
ment I think a general discretion is given If the principle be iicce{>ted 
tlieii 1 think instead of depending upon tin' rules it max be laid down that 
it should be rec'overable in such instalimuits .as max bt‘ determimaj. In that 
view 1 think it would be bettei* to provid(‘ for it in tln^ laxx itself than depend- 
ing upon the rules. I therefore fmt it lor the consideration of tlu‘ Council 
whether my amendment should be acaejited " 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said 

My Loral. 1 should ]\\:v tc (\jdaiii that the rules providi^ for the entry 
in the apportionment order of the numbm- of instalimmts in whii li llit‘ (aist 
will be recovered. The numUM* of instalmiMits will be detmanima) by llie 
Collector liaving regard to the general incideme of (osts Hut the niles do 
not end there. They provide further that tin* (’olha-tor m.iy increase the 
number of instalments in indixidual cases .after he has piepanal a detailed 
statement pi’escribed by clause lb if he thinks this to be maessary. 'riien it 
is ojien to the Commissioner U) rexise on appeal the (Uitries in tin* a[»j»ortion- 
ment order' I'Cgar ding in.stalmenls and by e.\(‘cuti\(* instruction the Collectors 
orders in individual cavses. C()iise<|uentl\ the rules make v(m\ liberal pro- 
vision for all that the lion ’ble Member' asks for’ and imle(‘d f(»r rnoi'e Ibit in 
any event we cannot accept the Hoikble MemlMM‘‘s amendrmmt. beiauise it 
requires that the Collector in deUu’inining the iiistalimmts for the purfio^e of 
the apportionment order sliall have regard to the total amount re< overable 
from and the circumstances of the individual landloids and tenants It is 
impossible for him to do this at that stage, for the apportionment or der as 
prepared under clause lb. deals (^nly with classes. The t'oHedor does not 
get down to individual cases until he prejiares siibse(juently the detailed state 
ment prescribed by clause 19. So the amendment is defective in foriri As 
I have said the rules are verv lil>eraL and since the llon’ble MernlKu ’s amend- 
ment in its jiresent form cannot possibly lie accepted, I wfiuld suggest that 
he withdraws it. ” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said: ~ 

“ My Lord, I now see the difficulty as explained by the Hon'ble Mernlier 
in charge of the Bill. I therefore beg leave to withdraw the motion. 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


9 
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AMENDMENT No. 13. 

C * • 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that for the wordss 
'* and the decision of the Commissioner thereon shall be final ” in line^ 3 
and 4 of sub-clause (3) of clause 1^, the following be substituted, namely; — 
‘J and may further appeal to the Local Government within 30 tiays 
from the order oi the Commissioner, and subject to such appeal 
and further .appeal the order of the Collector under clause (Hi) 
of sub-section (7) shall be final/* 

He said: — 

“ "My 1 ><''■ i, in this aineinhuent I have suggested for another appeal, but 
^ on l econsideration 1 think one af)peal would be sufficient and that it would 
serve no useful purpose for providing for another appeal. In that view' I 
beg leave to withdraw the amendment/' 

'Vho motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


AMENDMENTS Nos. 14, 15 and 16. 

Tlie following motions \vere, by lenvc of the President, withdrawn; — 

14. The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri to move that after the 
w'ords “ landlord or tenant ” in line 2 of clause 19, the following be inserted, 
namely: — 

“ and the instalments in which the said amount is to be recovered.” 

1.5. If amendment No. 14 be carried, also to move that after the words 
“ enter such amount ” in line 3 of clause 19, the words ” and such instaP 
inents ” be inserted. 

16. Also to move that after sub-clause (4) (c) of clause 20, the following 
be added, namely : — 

‘‘ or 

(d) that having regard to the total amount recoverable from him and 
his pecuniary circumstances the determination of the instal- 
ments of payment by the Collector is unreasonable.” 

AMENDMENT No. 18. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson- Moore moved that the ^ords ” by 
the Local Government ” in lines 3 and 4 of clause 32 be omitted. 

He said — 

” My Lord, as the clause stands only the Local Government would be 
able to aihiiinister the capitaliwSed cost of maintenance. Such is not Govern- 
ment's intention. Under clauses 30 and 31 works can be vested in locaj 
authorities or private persons and the maintenance entrusted to them. 
Government should be left free to hand over to them, if thought fit, the 
capitalised cost of maintenance for administration. Con^-e luently it is pro- 
posed to omit the words ‘ by the Local Government ’ from this clause.” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

AMENDMENT No. 19. 

The Hon’ble Babu Sarat Chandra C ok nb^rtty ^ .ovcil that after the 
word ” in ”'in line 3 of sub-clause {1) of diiuso ‘ilh the words or cuts ” 
be inserted. 
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He said — 

My Lord, I owe it to the courtesy of the Hon ble Mr. McAlpin, who 
kindly pointed out that the provision of the Indian Penal Code was quite 
• suilicient for the purpose, and that the amendment in the lines 1 had piHi- 
posed was unnecessary. So 1 beg leave to withdraw the amendment.’ 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


AMENDMENT No. 20. 

The Hon’bie Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore moved that at the end of 

sub-clause { 2 ) (/) of clause 36, the following be added, namely : — 

“ and prescribing the time within which ohjtvtions and suggestions are 
to be made under section 6. ” 

• 

He said- - 

“ My Lord, this is a formal amendment which rej)airs an omission in 
the rule-making clause. Tlie Select Committee brought the period of 
limitation within wdiich objections or sugge.stions nnglit Ih' tiled under section 
6 within the purview of the rules, but through an oversight no provision was ^ 
made for framing rules in clause 36. I’he ameiidinenl remedies this omis- 
sion. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 5. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore moved that the Secretary be 
directed to renumber the clauses and sub clauses ot the Bill in consecutive 
order and to make corresponding alterations in all cross references thereto. 

The motion was jiut and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 6. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore moved that the Bill, as settled 
in Council, be passed. 

He said — 

“ My Lord, in doing so, I should like to congratulate^ the Council on 
bequeathing to Bengal a legacy which is likely to jirove of great value. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 7. 

THE BENGAL ALLUVIAL LANDS BILL, 1920. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore moved that the Report of the 

SelecTcomS^^^ 

consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore moved that the clai^ ^ ^ 
Bm be co^dered for settlement in the form recommended by the Select 

Committee. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

y A 
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AMENDMENT No.1 (Appendix B to the List of Business). 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that after sub- 
chause {2) Of clause 1, the following be added, namely: — 

“ {S) It shall come into force on such date as the Local (government 
may, by notification in the Calcutta Gazette, direct. ' 

He said — « 

. “ My Lord, it is pointed out to me that it is not necessary to say from 
what date the Bill will coma into force. As soon as the sanction of Hia 
Exc>ellency the Viceroy is obUnned to the Bill, it will automatically come into 
operation. In that view of the* matter, I do not press for the amendment 
and I beg that I may be allowed to withdraw it. 

The motion was tlu'n, by k^ave of the President, withdrawn. 


AMENDMENT No. 2. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that at the end of sub- 
clause {2) of clause 1, the following be added, namely: — 

“ Provided that this Act will have no application in cases in which the 
Government is one of the parties claiming the land. 


He said - 

“ My Lord, the reason for moving this amendment is that in a very 
large number of cases, the Government is the j)ro])rietor of these newly- 
.formed lands— not only as proprietors, but in nian\ c*<ises tliev are in actual 
possession. Therefore, the (piestion to be decided is whethei* this Act will 
be apjilicable to the ceases where the Government is of the jiarty claiming the 
land. It apjiears however to me that it is hardly desirable that the Act 
should ap|)ly to the Government because it is a Bill relating to disputes for 
the {)ossession of land; and that there is no reason to sui)pose tliat when 
Government is one of the ])arties, they will be a jiarty to such breacli of the 
peace. Besides, it apfiears to me that most of the provisions of the Bill are 
such as go to show that they are really intended to ap])!}' to jirivate parties 
fighting a particular piece of newly-formed land. Lor the.se reasons, 1 pio- 
pose, this amendment. ’’ 

The Hon’ble Rai Debender Chunder Ghose Bahadur said :— 

“ My Lord, when I saw the amendment of the Hon’ble Babu Akhil 
Chandra Datta, I thought that it was a reasonable suggestion. The Ilon’ble 
Member's idea is that a person who is intei‘ested in a cause should not be the 
judge of the cause; but there are other considerations. It is not exactly the 
case of a jiarty judging his own cause and asserting his right to it barring 
others tVom disputing the title of the (iovernment, but it is a case where the 
Collector, as rej) resent a tive of the tiovernment, believing in good faith when 
the chur or the alluvial formation is so situate that it becomes the property 
of the State, should take steps to assert the right of the Government to the 
property, it \tould not be amiss if I here refer my friend the Hon’ble- 
Mr. Patta to the provisions of section 9 of the S|)eeific Relief Act. which 
enables the Government to take possession of a property to which it l>elieves 
it has a right, and leaving others claiming any title to it to go to the Civil 
Court and^rove the title. If that l)e the state of things, where is the harm 
in not restricting the Collector from taking possession of a chur land and 
asserting the claim of the Government to the possession of the same. It 
is verv often rather the case that churs are thrown out in large rivers and 
estuaries of Bengal which form no part of permanently-settled estates and 
which the State can rightly claim as its own. That being so, it is needless- 
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waste of time and of money to allow speotilative persons to m) and *ake nosses- 

ZZf xr apparently and^eallv l,e!m /t M 

ment. Therefore, 1 would leave the words of the Bill as they aio." 

Tfce Hon^’blc Sir Charles Stevenson- Moore said: — 

“ My Lord I must oppose the amendment. The Hon hie Member can 
hardly expect Government forbearing»an<l -generous thouLd) tliev ma\ be to 
legislate themselves out of their ri-dits as an\>rdin.-.ry lamiTord 'There mmht 
^ some point in his ohjection, if the Collector were to decide as lietween 
GoyernmCTt and other parties, but he has no power to do aiivthim,' of the 
sort. All that the ( ollector can decide is the question whether ihe'land has 
been recently formed, and whether there is anv likelihood of a breach of the 
peace about it. 1 he que.stion of rioht and title to the land rests solelv with 
the civil court, and the Collector has nothing whatever to do with it 

Moreover, on general principles, (loverninent are responsible for tJie 
public revenue and ou^ht oluiously to l)e ^iven facilities wliieh we t^ive Vo 
private persons to protect themselves against rival claimants 

" As re^mrds (iovermnent 's attitude as a landlord. 1 may state that, I 
had been a member of the Hoai’d of Rc‘venue for six M’ars, and can assure' 
the Tlon’ble Member tliat (Government never assert thc'ir claim to land if their 
title is bad. We have had cases in which (Government have acapiin'd title 
by adverse jiossession. but if (Government’s title is otherwise bad, we have 
invariably relinquished the claim, and given the firojiertv bajck to its right- 
ful owners. That is the ]>rinci|)le on which (Government work, and then* 
is no danger wliatever in conferring on (Government the rights of an ordinarv 
landlord.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

“ Mv Lord, it was never my intention to dei>riNe the (Government of get- 
ting the 'benefit if’ it was found nec’essary for (Governmc'nt to gc't this bimefit. 

1 lliought that there might he technical diflicnlties. on the* one hand, in llie 
Collector taking possession of the land, and, on lh(‘ other, taking steps to 
assert the right of the CGovc'rnment If, after all. (Government is kenm on 
getting the benefit, 1 do not like to press tlie amendment and heg leave to 
withdraw it ” 

riic motion was then, hy leave of the l*r(*sident withdrawn 


AMENDMENT No. 3. 

The Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhurt moved lliat the worsts “ and 
includes reformation in situ ” in line 7 of clause 2 (<^0 omitted. 

He said — 

“ My I^ord, my reason for moving this amendment is that if it is possible 
to ascertain that the land is a reformatimi In situ, in that case there are no 
complicated questions of title and law* to he decide<l; arxl the matter may f)0 
easily dealt with, if necessary, under the prrwisions of sec tions 145 and 14fi 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure and it is not necessarx in that case to take 
action under the profmsed law . It is not only unnecessary hnl it may rather 
put the person really entitled to the land into some difficulties. In that 
view of the matter T propo.se that these words may he omitt/ed, and that only 
the alluvial portion, which is not a reformation in may be dealt with 
under this law. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said:— 

“ My Lord, I am afraid I must oppose this amendment most strongly 
on behali of Government. These words were inserted by the Select Commit- 
tee merely in order to remove ambiguity from the clause as draftetl. and it 
was not intended to aflPect any change in principle. Doubt was expressed 
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whether this clause, as originally drafted, carried out the intention of its 
framers; and so on the advice of the Legal Remembrancer, these words were 
added to put the matter beyond question. 

Now, it is an almost invariable practice for one of the parties, sometimes 
more uidu oue, to <*iaim a chvr as reformation in situ in dispuUs qf tjjis 
I mH Tf the Council were now to exclude these words, its action hiight be 
interpreted as meaning that in the evpt of any such claim being advanced, 
the Collector would be stopped by it from taking any proceedings under this 
law. If this were the result, the Act would be utterly unworkable, and we 
minrht save ouraelyes further trouble, and consign the Bill to the waste paper 
basket. In this view, I oppose the amendment. ’ ’ 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said : — 

My Lord, when action will be taken upon preparation of maps at 
tljnt time, it may be easily ascertained whether a particular portion is"a re- 
formation in situ, and in that case much difhculty will not arise. In that 
view of the matter I leave the amendment to the Council.” 

The motion was then put and lost. « 


AMENDMENT No. 4. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that after the words 
“ credibly informed ” in line 5 of sub-clause (0 of clause 3, the words ” and 
satisfied on inquiry ” be inserted. 

He said — 

” My Lord, my proposal is not only upon some information — and it is 
generally the police information -- the Collector will take action, but that 
aftc?' some enquiry which the Collector may think rt'asonable mav be made 
brforc taking action and not simply upon information. That is the idea in 
which T have suggested the insertion of the words.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said : 

” My Lord. I must oppose this amendment on two main grounds. 

Th(‘ fundamental purpose underlying the Rill is to prevent breaches of 
the peace. Now, in the analogous case of proceedings under section 145 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, which aims at the same object, there is no 
provision which requires the Magistrate to hold an enquiry before taking 
action. Then if a breach of the peace is imminent (and in most disputes 
of tlu.'=; nature a breach of the peace is imminent) . there will be no time to 
hold such an enquiry. Indeed, the prospect of the Collector's enquiry, if 
made iiidisjiensible by the law, would very probably precipitate a breach of the 
])eace.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kisori Mohan Chaudhuri said; — 

“ My Lord. I do not press for the amendment, and beg that I may be 
allowed to withdraw it.” 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


AMENDMENT No. 5. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that the words ” or is 
likely to arise ” in line 6 of sub-clause (1) of clause 3, be omitted. 

He said — 

” Mv Lord,' I do not understand why, if no dispute exists and there is no 
likelihood of a breach of the peace, action should be taken. If these worda 
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are allowed to remain in the Act, there will be no necessity to see whether a 
breach of the peace is imminent or not. In every case wlienever any chur 
is formed, the I'ol lector may say tliat there is a hkelihoo(J ui t: e **r'a n ^ ‘le 
peace arising with regard to the chur. T think that it may not he necessary 
to take action upon a likelihood of a breach of the {)eace. As soon as any 
paYty*breaks the peace, action may be taken jind that is the view in which I 
propose this amendment.” 


The Hoii’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said . - 

“ My Lord, I am afraid this amendment must also l)e opjmsed It is 
the definite policy of Government to put the ColWlor in a position to anti- 
cipate trouble. In the Statement of Objects and Reasons which aci'om- 
panied this Bill as introduced in the Council, it was explained that the jme- 
v ioiis Bill of 1905 had proved defen'tive in that it did not admit of the Collector 
interfering at an early enough stage. These wordt? were introduced in the 
present Bill to cure that defect, and it is most nece.ssarv that tliese ^^or^)8 
should be retained. Moreover, if there is in fact no likelihood of any breach 
of the peace, it is easy enpugh for the i>arties to (‘onvince tlu' Ct^llector that 
this is so when he goes to the spot, and then the Collec'tor will, of course, stay 
proceedings. If there is no danger of a breac-h of tiic' peace, tlie ('ollector 
would have no jurisdiction, so the case would 1 h" dropped at (Uice 11 this 
Bill is to prove effective, we must retain these words; and as I have sla>\vn, 
no risk is incurred by placing the (^ollecdor in a position to hitcrfere at an 
early stage, because it is always ofien to the parties to convince liiin that 


must 


Imrnt.” 


there is no dispute On these grounds, T 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said — 

“ My Lord, ray objection still is that it will cause unnecessary harass- 
i'aitoftie* parti. *s, cs !• -V \m 1I ha\c to g<‘lot!i.* CuM.-i n.- / wmI <(.nvuce 


mentof tie* parti. *s, cs t- “v ^^lll '!a^c to g< 
him that there is no likelihood of a breaO^ of (lie f»ca<'( 
vations 1 leave it to the Council.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


WiOi fh (‘VO (diser- 


AMENDMENT No 6. 

The Hon’bic Babu Kishori Mohan ChauHh'iri ni.,v. .1 (1> tlu wnnis “ in 
his opinion ” in line 7 of sub-clause (I) of clause 3 he tuiuttcd 

He said — 

“ My Lord, in this ease I do not understand why the opinion of the 
Collector is specially necessary as to whether any alluvial land has Ix^en 
recently formed or not. I think that the words m his ..pinion should go 
out and in that view I have suggested th: 


The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said: 

“ My Lord, I must oppose this amendment . ^ 

As I said when presenting tlic icpoil of i:.i 
sible to define in so many words what conr^titiilos a ivc. 
the same time, it is quite easy for mi experienced m., . i , 


if f( cTu.'if if)!? ; hut. at 
f'xprrK'ru- 


1 in deHaic 


the same time, it is quite easy uii an , ' i i ; . 

conditions in Bengal, who visits tje «PoL |o dotcrm.iw 

whZl iTshqild t™st"the man on the spot and that our r-n ,« 

leave the decision to him. 


a 

se 

C^ IR to 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said: 

“ My Lord, in reply 1 may say that I luac uo .-hj- t>- 
of the words ‘ in his opinion.’ if they mean . : • 
opinion after some enquiry. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


f’ c f/mtion 

-t.fTr*. blR 
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AMENDMENT No. 7. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that for the words 
“ recently formed in line 8 of sub-clause (7) of clause 3, the words 
“ apj)eared on the surface of the water not more than a year before ”^be 
substituted. 

He said — 

“ My Lord, it appears to me that the words ‘ recently formed ’ are 
rather vague and are not a fit and proper expression. 1 think that thSre 
should be some limit of fine imj)oscd, i.e., more than a year before the formation 
of the land. J am not, however, very particular about the limit of time, and 
it may be one year or six months; but 1 think that something of that sort 
should be exj)ressly stated, the words ‘ recently formed ’ being very very 
vague.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said. — 

” My Lord, J must op[)ose this amendment. As 1 have said, the Select 
Committee found it impossible to define in words Vliat constitutes n rece» 
formation witliout raising legal and practical difliculties. and there is really 
no necessity why we sliould attempt to define it; because as was pointed out 
also at the time of the presentation of the Select Committee’s report, these 
(lisf)utes ordinarily arise in regard to the initial possession of rhnrs whi(‘h 
have I’ecently formed, but not over rhvrs which have been in existence' for some 
time Therefore, the risk of the Hill being misaiiplied, is negligible, and 
any siudi attempt if made would be easily defeated, foi* as I said in answer 
to the last amendment, it is easy enough for an exjierienced oHicer going to 
the spot, to tell at a glamv v>^tlier the ])arti(‘ular rlnu' is a recent formation 
or not. He can tell it frontiff size of the trees, the c'ondition of the cultiva- 
tion of the field boundaries and so on. 

A still more serious objection to the Hon’ble Member's motion lies in tlu 
fact that the rapidity with which (‘/inrs foi’in and become cultivable varies 
(‘norniously in different localities and along different rivers The })rogress 
made dc]>en(ls very largely on the rvgime and building properties of individual 
rivers, and although the silt cariTing (jualities of each I'iver may be fairly 
(‘onstant, its regime is always undergoing variation. The result is found to 
be that some r/if/rs after making their appearance above waiter develop so 
slow ly that five’years oi’ mort* may elapst* before they become oi any potential 
value and attract the attention of the (‘ovetoiis, wdiile other rliurs grow so 
rapidly that they jiroduce a crop of grass in the first year and a small crop of 
paddy the second year of their existence. Such being the conditions, the 
(amncil will see at once that it is (]uite impossible to accept the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber's definition of a recent formation as om' that has a]>peared on the surface 
of tlie waiter not more than one yeai* before. Accordingly I oppose the 
motion.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said: — 

Mv Lord, 1 am extremely sorry that 1 couhl not follow the Hon’ble 
Member in charge' — I mean I could not catch his words.” 

The motion wms then put and lost. 

AMENDMENT No. 8. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that the words ‘‘ or 
of the local welfare ” in line 10 of sub-clause (i) of clause 3 be omitted. 

He said — 

“ My Lord, I hope this amendment w ill be accepted. As I understand 
tlmt it \vill be liccepted, 1 need not w'aste the time of the Council and I 
simply mOve it for the consideration of the House.” 
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The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson- Moore said:— 

^ “ My Lord, I have much pleasure in accepting this amendment on l>elialf 

of Government/' 

The rnotion was then put and agreed to 


AMENDMENT No. 9. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Ghaudhuri moved that at the end of 

sub-clause (i) of clause 3, the following l>e added, namely; 

‘‘ and such attachment shall he pro(‘1aimed h\ l>eat of drum in and 
around the land attached and by affixing a notice in writing on 
any conspicuous place within tlie land attached and sliall also 
be notified in the Calcutta Gazette, and tlie local newspapers, 
if any." 

He said — 

“ My Lord, as my motion No. 8 has been acce[)ted. 1 ^lon’t think the 

present amendment is particularly necessiiry. Tt can Ix'tter l)e done by rules. 

§0 I beg leave to withnraw it." 

The motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


AMENDMENT No. 10. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra DatlAiovfid tliat for the words '* be 
may himself ” in line 2 of sub-clause (s') of clause :i, the following 1 h‘ sub- 
stituted, namely: — 

he shall retain possession of the land till the final deterniination of 
the reference under section 4 A. subsection {!)■ I he (-ollector 
may.” 

He said : — 

“ My Lord I think this is a most controversial matter, and in fact it must 
be the. intention of the Bill that the (Villector should lie in possession of the 
land until the final determination of the cpiestion of title on a relerencc under 
section 4 A. So what this amendment seeks to do is only to make it clen.r, 
as,it is not otherwise clear in this clause. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Roy said:— 

‘‘ Mv Lord. T would oppose the amendment on liehalf of (Jovcrnment on 
the simple ground that the Collector would attach the land after he I'f 
fied himself that there is likely to be a breach of the peace The (.ollecUir 
retains po.ssession of the land only until the civil court decides the inattc-r^ 
The amendment pro^joses nothing more than what is already in the Bill, 
therefore oi)pose it.' 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said 

“ Mv Lord, it has not been opposed on the ground that there is any- 
thing contentious in it, but on the ground that it is ncit 
that IS what the Bill really seeks to do. But 1 think it ^ 

contemplation of the Bill and there cannot be any 

theless It appears to me that the intention is not clearly stated. I don t 
what harm^there can be in expressly stating what is really contemplated by 
the Act. So I beg to press this amendment. 

The motion was then put and lost. 


10 
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AMENDMENT No. 11. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that tor the words 
“ three yeais ’’ in line 3 of the nroviso to sub-clause (2) of clause 3, the 
words “ one year ” be substituted, 
lie said — 

“ My Lord, my whole objecl is this : the matter will be decided, of course, 
hnall\ by tlie civil court. In the mfentime there is no doul)t it is necessary 
that the Collector should have the power to settle. The whole question is 
wdnit is the maximum period for wdnch he should be allowed to settle the land 
[>01^110*^ the decision of the civil (*ourt Now it ap})ears to me that 3 years 
is rather too long a period for this purpose, because before the expH'ation of 
the 3 years the matter may be finally decided by the civil (H)urt. The land 
may be in the possession of some party who may not be acceptable to that 
claimant in whosse favour the (|uestion is finally decided by the civil court. 
oThat'is from the stand])oint of the final su(‘cessful party. ()n the other hand 
from the standpoint of the Collector there is no (lllliculty, because the lease 
can be renewed again in the succeeding year, so that if there is no inconveiii- 
enc(^ on the part of the Collector there w’ould be some advantage given to the 
final successful party.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said . 

.My Lord, this amendment must be opposed. The 3 years' limit is merely 
a maviinnm. It is conifietenl for the Collector to T‘e(!u(‘e th(‘ period of settle- 
ment if he has I’eason to believe that the reference to the cicil court wdll be 
decided in a shorter fieriod. At the same time there are ini))ortant compli- 
taited cases which certainly wall occupy the civil court in lu'anng the ref'U - 
ence ami the subsequent appeal more than 3 years, ami it is desirable that 
in such cases the Collector should settle the land once for all for a full }>ciiod 
of 3 years instead of having the trouble of making annual ^t‘t t Icments. ]\ is 
also an advantage to the tenants, who naturally like to be left umlisturlvMl 
as long as possilile. It is our deliberate intention that the proprietor sh uhl 
be given full freedom of ai’tion in settling his lands as soon as practicable 
after his title has been determined and (>oss(‘ssion given to him. and I should 
be (juite w illing to instruct Collectors to give effect to this inti'ition so far as 
possible wduni making settlements, but settlements must be f-''^ some dehinte 
pei’iod and tlu' perioil of 3 \ears is, as 1 have said, nun'cly a maximum which 
tin' Collector is fully competent to rediu'e when cir( uinstam es would justifv 
him in doing so. " 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said: 

“ M\ Lord. 1 am thankful to the 11 on ble ^li'iiiber in charge tor the 
assuraiK'e that instru(‘tions will he issued guaranteeing that the firoprietors 
would In* given full freedom after the decision of the civil court. Hut sui)- 
posing tlie (''ollector gives a settlement for 3 years, a dillicult\ mav arise say 
a yi'ar after the question is decided by the civil court, .bt'cause it will not he 
open at that stage to the Collector to cancel the settlement alrendv granted; 
It will go beyond liis control then. Then it has been suggested -not without 
some for(‘e (erlainly that tlie Collector will always take into consideration 
the fact as t(> whether in any particular (*ase the matter is intricate and is 
likely to take more time or not, but this 3 years' limit will apply in all cases, 
not only at the l>egiiining of the reference hut also when the reference is 
pending in the civil court as also towards the final stage of the proceedings 
in the (‘ivil suit 8o I think there is no harm in accepting this amendment. 
The only thing is that some trouble is involved in making settlements year 
after year, which ought not to be grudged in view of the fact that it will give 
some advantage to the landlords. Now , my Lord, in all these cases there are 
several parties and tenants grumbling for possession Indeed the Collector 
does not know which party is really acceptable to the landlord and it may so 
happen tliat settlement may be given to a particular set of tenants who .are 
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TWW "’>>0 finallv sncmnl in the civil suit 

the S Zr\ on should be removes! a. soon as possible af^r 

there SS I not think 

xnere can oe any serious objection to this amendment, ” 

TIrt Kon'ble Rai Debender Chunder Chose Bahadur said; 

I ’H ^ apjireliensioii on the nart of mv 

hon ble friend Babu Akhil Chandra Dtitta. 'I he proceediriL's of the Collec- 

iheCnllnT of the civil court and at the orders of 

the Collector, vvhether settlementorotherwi.se, will In* affected hv the judgment 

1 ‘ ™3£:ine that a settlement holder or the Coflector 

tTitfeiff • "I ^'""'•t which declares 

favour of the plaintiff in the civil court. If there be 

f ‘’"i* P'-'intiff’s advisers at the ci\il court 

will take the precaution of making the .set tUtnent holder one of the parties 
to the ^iit, so that there might lie an end of all trouble on «he part of the 

plaintift. There IS much to be said in favour of a years’ settleniciil instr .iri 
ot 1 year. 1 don t think one would agree to take a settlement for 1 year. ” 

On the Hon’ble Babd Akhil Chandra Datta rism- to speak a-rain the 
President said:— ‘ ^ ^ 

“ The Hon’ble Memln'r has alreadv sjx.ken twice II.‘ cannot sneak 
any more. ‘ ‘ 

The motion was then put and lost 


AMENDMENT No. 12. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha moved that after the proviso to 
sub-clause (J) of clause the tollowing be add(*d. nanadv:- 

the settlement or I'esettleiuent being made ordy by publi(‘ bids at an 
auction to lie specially held for tlie purpose after a fuibiic noti- 
fication of the same is issued fifUn'n days before the date of the 
auction giving all neces.sary particulars of the land and mention- 
ing the place, date and hour of the auction " 

He said — 

My Ivord, the procedure laid down m this amendment is what is usually 
followed in the settlement of lands. If the matter of settlement of chvrs 
is left to the discretion of the CVillectfir f>r receiver cases may fxaair where 
settlements made may not be to the advantage of th(‘ landlord It is therefore 
desirable that the procedure should be embodied in the Act to safeguard the 
interests of the proprietors. ” 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said . 

“ Lord, I miLst opfiose this amendment. It deals witli details 
regarding settlements or re-settlemcnts These are obviously matt(‘r8 wliieh 
should be governed by rules and not by statute. Moreover the projiosal is 
open to objection on its merits. An experienced offu’er will find no diffi- 
culty in fixing rents which are fair and erpiitahle and in selecting respec- 
table and substantial tenants who can Ik' trusted to jiay them. It would be 
contrary to good policy to place ourselves at the mercy of spcKnilators and 
men of straw which w^ould in effect he the result ot the Hon’ble Member’s 
proposal. Moreover, the Collector will often find that cultivators are already 
m possession of portions of the area If these are suitable tenants, it woula 
be most inequitable to turn them out and put up to auction the lands on 
which they have been spending money and lalxiur. The settlements will lie 
made for a short period, and it is all the more essential therefore that in 
making them the Collector should be in a position tp select tenants who can 
pay their rents and wall do so without obstruction. 


10a 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Arun Chandra Singha said: — 

‘‘ My Lord, I have nothing more to add.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 


AMENDMENT No. 13. 

The Hen’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that for the words 
“ or is likely to rise ” in'lines 4 and 5 of sub clause (.:^) of clause 3, the follow- 
ing be substituted, namely: — 

“ and that the land attached under sub-section (1) is not alluvial land 
recently formed.” 

He said: — 

” My Lord, tliis amendment has become unnecessary after the decision 
on amendment No. 5. So I beg leave to withdraw it.” 

The motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


AMENDMENT No. 14. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that for the words ” in 
such case the Collector ” in line 5 of sub-clause (3) of clause 3, the words “ the 
Collector, if satisfied that no such dispute as aforesaid exists or is likely to 
arise,” be substituted. 

He said — 

” My Lord, I shall not take up the time of the Council by making any 
speech on this amendment, because there is no question of principle involved 
in it. It is only a verbal alteration to give effect to a real intention of the 
Bill, and I am sure it will and is likely to be accepted by Government.” 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said:— 

” My Lord, the Hon’ble Member’s drafting is an improvement, and I 
therefoi'e gladly accept it on behalf of Government.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

AMENDMENT No. 15. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that for the words 
” cancel his order of attachments under sub-section (i), and all further pro- 
ceedings thereon shall be stayed, but, subject to such cancellation, the said 
order shall be final ” in lines 5 to 8 of sub-clause (S) of clause 3, the following 
be substituted, namely: — 

“ decide on such objection by an order in WTiting and an appeal shall 
lie to the Board of Revenue if presented wdthin 30 days from 
a decision of the Collector under this section refusintr to cancel 
the order of attachment.” 


He said — 

” My Lord, in this amendment I have suggested that an ap{)eal may be 
provided, as it may not be enough to merely depend upon the decision of the 
Collector which might give rise to unnecessary litigation and cause much 
harassing of the parties. So I think an appeal may be provided on the 
Collector’s decision refusing to cancel his order. In that view, I have sug- 

? ested that ah appeal should lie to the Board of Revenue. My reasons 
or suggesting the Board of Revenue are that the highest revenue authority 
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in the land may sit and get an opportunity of revising the unnecessary order 
of the Collector. That is th^inain idea which 1 have suggested this 

amendment/’ 

^ The hfon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson- Moore said:— 

‘‘ My Lord, I must oppose this amendment. The Collei'tor has simply 
to decide whether there is a dispute or n^it — a perfectly simple matter. I'here 
is no necessity for an appeal to the Ik)ard of Kevenue or any other executive 
authority in such a simple matter, whilst in point of fact the reference to the 
civil court is tantamount to an ap[)eal. In any case an appeal in a polii^e 
matter to the Board of Revenue, which is the final court of appeal in revenue 
matters only, would be irregular and improper. ’ 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said; 

“ My Lord, I think it is not a mere question of whether there is luiy 
or reason for interference. When it will be shown before the Collector that 
no dispute exists or is likely to arise, and if upon evideiu'e there is a decision 
of refusal — of course, if if is act ejited, there is an end of the matter, but it 
it is thought that a reference should lx* made to the mvil coui t in that case. 
I think, before putting the parties to unnecessary litigation, an opfiortunity 
may be given to them. That is my object and in that view I leave it to the 
consideration of the Council.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

AMENDMENT No. 16. 

The following amendment was deemed to be withdrawn 

If amendment No 15 be carried, the Hon'ble Babu Kishori Mohan ('ban 
dhuri to move that after sub-clause (;;) of clause :i, the following lx* added, 
namely: — 

“ (4) If the Collector decides that no such grounds for attachment as 
are mentioned in sul> section (/) exist and if no appeal is 
presented therefrom, or if on appeal the Board of Revimm* so 
decides the order of attachment umler sub section (/) shall he 
cancelled and further prcceedings thereon shall he stayed hut 
subiect to such cancellation the said order of attachment shall 
be final, except as provided in section 4A. 


AMENDMENT No. 17. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that clause 4 be omitted 
““l7v mv reason for tliis amen<lraent is Ihis: it. is not that I propoM 

to do atyav with the sulTey^map ahopetl 

f Jh 

templated by „.v^ ^ ■,.p (Commissioners, Therefore it 

necessary to be carried on by investigation twice over, 'Diat 

appears to me that there will < • ne<-t‘ss^irv to exfiresslv provide 

may be unnecessarily expensue. t j ^.^jnary conr.se this sort of 

for an investigation Uke this, hecmi^ in ■ 
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The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said: — 

“ My Lord, Government are strongly opposed to this amendment which 
would involve a very serious mutilation of the Bill. That the Collector’s 
survey should be expunged from the Bill was not suggested in Select ^Com- 
mittee or so far as I remember by any person or association that furtiished*us 
with views on the Bill. Before I describe the benefits which will accrue 
from the survey for which this clause ‘provides, I should explain that our in- 
tention is to provide by the rules thjit this survey shall be carried out on ^he 
most scientific and up-to-date lines based on the the/>dolite. The survey will, 
therefore, be as accurate as it is possible to make it. Now the advantages 
which will result from the snrvev will be manifold, fn the first plaee it wdl 
provide the basis for the Collector’s settlement of the lands. Settlements 
cannot be made satisfactorily without survey. Some kind of survey will be 
necessary in any case, and the more accurate the survey the better will the 
fy^ttlement be. This accurate survey wull also prove of great use to the land- 
lord in settling and administering his estate when he is placed in legal 
possession of the land. These advantages to be derived from the survey, 
important though they are, I regard as of less weight than one to which I 
shall now refer. The most important benefit which will result from making 
a survey on the lines provided by this clause will be that in a majority ot 
cases the claimants will agree to adjust their differences amicably before the 
Collector on the basis of that survey and thus references to the civil court will 
be found unnecessary. My reasons for making this assertion are as follows. 

The main point which arises for decision in such cases as this rests on 
the position of boundaries of relevant villages and estates as mapped in the 
previous survey, and when once these relevant lines have been ascertained, 
it oo^'^ible to decide whether a new formation is a reformation ?// sifn of an 
old estate, or an accretion; and if it is an accretion, to which estate and vil- 
lage it appertains. Now, in order to decide these points, we must do two 
things; we must first of all have an accurate survey of existing conditions, 
and on that survey we must relay these lines. The relay of the relevant lines 
of previous surveys is recognised as the best available evidence of title, and 
landowners when satisfied that the relay is accurate and cannot be disputed 
adjust their differen(‘es on that basis and carry the matter no further. That 
has been our experience during district survey and settlement operations, 
and it is reasonable to anticipate that landowners will adopt the same course 
when these cases arise 

Fiirtbermoi’e if these cawses aT*e not adiiisted in tliis way, *nid references 
to the civil court become necessary, the Collector’s survey will still prove of 
great value. The Collector will possess an accurate map which he can attach 
to his reference, and which will serve to elucidate it. The civil courts will 
at the same time proceed on an absolutely accurate document, which will 
explain to them the nature of the disymte. and which will help them in adju- 
dicating on its merits. For these reasons, which,. T submit, are very substan- 
tial reasons. 1 venture to think that it ^^nu]d be folly for the Council to agree 
to expunge the provisions of this clause.” 


The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said .— 

” My Lord, I have the highest respect for the opinion of the Hon’ble Sir 
Charles Stevenson-Moore; and therefore when he began by saying that he 
opposed this amendment very strongly. I thought that there must be some- 
thing really objectionable in my proposal. After hearing his reply, I must 
admit that there are one or two points involved in this matter which really 
deserve reconsideration; and I am convinced that it will be an advantage to 
have a map and a survey. Therefore I have changed my opinion and I do 
not press mv tunendment. ” 

The motiop was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 
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AMENDMENT Nos. 18 AND 19. 

The following amendments were deemed to withdrawn : — 

18. If amendment No. 15 be carried, the llon ble Habu Kivshori Mohan 
Cjiaudhuri to move that after the words “ under section " in line 2 of sub 
danse (T) of clause 4, the words “ and in case no api>eal has iK^en preferred 
under sub-section (J) of section " l)e inserteil. 

The following ainendinent was deeuKMl to be withdrawn: — 

* 19. If amendment No. 15 be carried, the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan 
Chaudhuri to move that after the words “ as soon as possible ” in line 2 ol 
sub-dause (7) of clause 4, the following be inserted, namely ; — 

“ after such attachment or in cas(‘ an appeal has lurn preferred umler 
sub-section ( J) of section II, after the dei ision oi such apptail. il 
such decision conhi’iiis the ordm* ot attachment 

[At this stage the Council adjourned for lunch] 


(.1 ftrr hturh ) 

AMENDMENT No. 19A. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore imwed that for the words tlie 
relevant revcauie and diara survey lines in lines 1 and ;> ot sub (danse (/ ) 
of (danse 4 the words “ the reveiim* diara and other r(dc\ant survey lines be 
substituted. 

He said — 

“ Mv L(^rd. this amendintMit imuHdx sn]>plie^ an omi.^sion in tlu* original 
draft. In the original draft, the words ‘ and other ' existed but bjr sona* 
unknown reason, th('y w'en‘ allowt*d to dro|)ont in subseipamt dralts 

The motion xvas put and agreed to. 


AMENDMENT No. 20. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri nn ve I t .i. < at iIk end oi 

sub (danse (7) of clans(‘ 1. the follow mg lx* a<)ded. namclx 

“ and shall iiiak(‘ a valuation of the land lor the piir|MK(‘s (d‘ jnrisdie 
tion of the (hvd (^)U^t and coiirl Ices and -ladi vahiati(»n shall 
be deemed by the Court to be correct until t h ' a • \ i . shown 

Hr said — 

‘ ‘ v l ( 'I’d 111 \ snbiii I ^sioTi IS that that w hen '^n rv e\ s a f e made, t h(‘ valuR- 
ti..n of'tl'io lan.l'shoul.l aS.. I«‘ ma.I.-, ll'al vmII (la- ji.riMiictioii 

of the civil coiiM. that is, m what cniirt whcllicr in the conil ol the >• 

or ii' the court of tlic Suh .lu.l-c, tli<’ ca.^<- S.oiihl -o am la So what shouhl he 
the court-fee Of course, there i.'- sotnethiu.c m the Jhll ah..ut the costs, hut 
if a valuation he iiia.le in the lu-lnninc, action tnay In- taken aceoniino to tliat 
vahiation ami when the referenc.- i. n.a.Ie, the chid court will semi the ease 
to the proiier court. Of course, whet, the cas<. cvill Ik- taken uf., the parties 
mav take anv ohiection; hut for the initial |.ur|.ose, I think it would he Iwlter 
if such a valuation be made by the Collector before reicrmiK the matter to 

the civil court. ” 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said;-- 

“ Mv Lord I would ask the Hon'blc Memlier to witlnlraw this amemh 
ment. not that there is any objection to the amendment but Kxiause it woiihl 
be out of place here and there is another amendment in the name of the 
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The President. 

Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta, referring to the same subject which 
Government propose to accept with a slight modification. That amendment 
will be proposed as an addition to clause 4A, to which it more appropriately 
appertains.’* 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Qfiaudhuri said: — 

“ In view of what the TIon’ble Member in charge has said, I may •be 
permitted to withdraw this amendment.” 

The motion was then, liy leave of the President, withdrawn. 


AMENDMENT No. 21. 

« The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that at the end of 

sub-clause {lb) of clause 4, the words ” until the contrary is shown " be 
added. 

He said— 

” My Lord, in this amendment my point is that as regards the correctness 
of the map the presuinfition should be clearly rebutable; and in that view of 
the matter, I have suggested the amendment. I hope that it will be accepted . ’ ’ 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said; — 

” My Lord, I beg to accept this amendment on behalf of Government /’ 
The motion was then put and agreed to. 

AMENDMENT No. 22. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that for the words 
' ‘ when the survey and map referred to in section 4, sub-section ( 7 ) , have been 
completed, the Collector shall " in lines 1, 2 and 3 of sub-clause (7) of clause 
4A, the following be substituted, namely: — 

“ when the Collector has attached any alluvial land under section 3, 
sub-section (7), he shall, within two months from the date of such 
attachment or from the date of the order, if any, j)assed under 
section 3, sub section {.i), refusing to cancel the order of attach- 
ment.” 

He said — 

“ My Lord, I proposed this amendment under the conception that claus^ 
4 would be droppecf. Now that it has been retained, it will give effect to this 
amendment. 1 therefore {)ro])ose to withdraw it. 

’Ihe motion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 

AMENDMENT No. 23. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that after the word 
‘ Bhall ’ ’ in line 3 of sub-clause ( 2 ) of clause 4A, the words ‘ ‘ within 3 months 
from the date of such completion " lx> inserted. 

The President said — 

“ No. 23 is cou«tiquential upon Nos. 17 and 22. Will the Hon’ble Mem- 
ocr explain wliai tne position is with regard to 23 ? ” 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said; — 

“ My Lord, in this amendment, what I propose is this: in clause 4A, it 
is said that when a survey map has been completed, the Collector should para 
an order making a reference to a civil court, etc., but there is no time-hmit 
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fixed. We all know, my Lord, that the Collector is a very busy officer ; he 
has various duties to attend to, and there is just a possibility of their being 
an unreasonable delay in making a reference to a civil court. Therefore, my 
Lord, it is desirable in this case that the matter should be expedited as much 
as possible. Therefore, 1 submit tliat there shourd be some time-limit about 
this refertoce — a certain time within which it will be obligatory for the Col- 
lector to make this reference, and that limit should be a reasonable one. It 
may be 3 montlis or 6 months, but if thete be no time-limit, the Collector may, 
through an oversight or for any other reason, not make the reference say 
within 2 years, but that is an extreme case. I think, therefore, that there 
•should be some limit of time. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said: — 

“ Mv Lord, I must oppose this amendment, not that 1 object in pruK*n)le to 
fixing a limit of time but [)e<.‘ause it seems to me that it is impossil)Ie to do so in 
practice. That being so, it is much better to trust the Collector in the matter*, 
and to recognise that he will refer the case to the civil court, as soon as he pos^ 
sibly can. Why 1 say the^ proposal is not practicable is because it is not dis- 
closed what is to hapjien in case the Collector does not submit hi« report 
within 3 months; supposing he takes 3 months and 2 days, what is to happen? 
Will all his work go for nothing and all bis jiroceedings go for nothing, and 
the risk of bloodshed be incurred merely for the sake of a petty irregularity? 
In view of this difficulty, it would be impossible in practice to fix any limit. 
We can certainly rest assured that the Collector will submit the case to the 
civil court as soon as possible, and without any delay. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said: — 

“ My Lord, I appjcciate the difficulties mentioned by the Hon’ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Hill. May I take the liberty of suggesting that some such 
exf)rcssi()n as ‘ shall as .soon as possible ’ be put in. If it is not desirable to 
have a hard and-fast rule about the time-limit, the Collector may understand 
that he is to do it as .soon as possible. May T be permitted to alter the 
amendment in this respect? ’* 

The President said. — 

“ 1 am prepared to hear what the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Bill 
has to say in regard to this. ” 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson- n|pore said: — 

I think there can be no objection to accepting the amendment in that 

form. 

The amendment was then put in the following amended form and agreed 
to, namely: — 

That after the word “ shall ” in line 3 of sub-clau.se (7) of clause 4A, 
the words as soon as possible f)e inserted. 


AMENDMENT No. 24. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that after the wor(te 
to the land ” in line 6 of sub-clause (7) of clause 4A, the words “ or is 
otherwise entitled to possession of the land be inserted. 

He said — 

“ Mv Lord, this is intended to make the matter as comprehensive as 
possible, ’becau.se (juite apart from the question of strict right to the land, 
we can extend it to a period in which a party may be entitled to pom^io i 
of the land The object of this amendment is to cover these cases also/' 
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The Hon’bie Mr. Roy said:— 

“ My Lord, on behalf of the Government 1 beg to oppose this motion. 
It will be observed that we have used the word ‘ possession ' only twice — once- 
in the beginning in the heading of the Hill, and then in the end when the 
Collector gives up possession -under clause 5. We object to it on the ground 
that we wish to avoid using the word ‘ possession ’ any further. It mav be 
remembered that Sir John Cumminf^ when he introduced the Bill, poifited 
out how riots resulted in the>di8f)ute for possession, and we do not want to 
use the word ‘ possession ’ in order to give a loophole for any further fights. 
We wish to make it <|uite clear that the decision of the court will be final on 
the question of title, for the Collector is in possession; and the court has not 
got to determine who is in ])ossession, but to determine the question of title. 
'I’hat is also the procedure when proceedings are drawn up under section 14G* 
of the ('ode of ('-riininal Procedure; when land is attached, the plaintilF has 
to bring a suit for the determination of the title. What the llon'ble Me;nber 
is thinking of is. of course, the case where one person w'ho had title but had 
lost it by some means or other, and another J)arty is entitled to posse.ssion 
because he has acquired title. Hut that is covered by the case when the 
person who is entitled to pos.se.ssion has got the title. It is really a (piestion 
of title which we are referring to the civil court. Therefore, there is no neces- 
sity to accept this amendment. On these grounds T ojipose it." 

The Hon’bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said: — 

" My Lord, the class of cases that 1 was thinking of are those in which 
a land belongs to A , and he grants a diara lea.se to B for 100 years or 50 years. 
'I'he title of the lease is the title of the land; the pos.se.s.sion of the land is w ith 
B. When B has got possession for such a long time it is only reasonable that 
in these ca.ses, B s case should be covered by the refei'ence. In that view of 
the mattei'. 1 wanted to make it more comjirehensive. 1 should, therefore, 
think, with due respert to the opinion of the Hon'ble Mr Roy, that it wiaild 
be better to adojit my amendment.’’ 

The motion was then ])ut and lost 

AMENDMENT No. 25. 

Tb' Hon’bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that after the words 
‘‘ said land " in the last line of sub-clause (7) of clause 4A, the following; 
words be aiided, namely: — 

the amount of costs incurred by the Collector under section 3 or 4, 
and shall also state the value of the land for the determination of 
the pecuniary jurisdiction of the (hvil Court.” 

He said — 

" My Lord, as 1 understand that the Hon’bie Member in charge of the 
Bill w'ill accejit this amendment, I shall not take up the time of the Council.” 

The Hon’bie Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore .said: — 

‘‘ My Lord, I have no objection to accept this amendment on behalf of 
Government, subject to a slight alteration. The latter part of the sentence 
runs as follows:—' And .shall state the value of the land for the determination 
of the pecuniary jnri.sdiction of the civil court.’ 

Now, under clause 4A (2). the principal civil court of the district and 
other competent civil courts subordinate to it have concurrent jurisdiction; 
and the amendment, as worded, might be held to affect this. Consequently,, 
it is proposed that merely the words ' and the value of the land ’ should be 
substituted for the portion of the sentence which I have read out. In that 
event the claush will run as follows: — ‘ The amount of costs incurred bv tke 
Collector under section 3 and section 4, sub-section ( 1 ), and the value of the 
land.’ 
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The wording, wliich I suggest, is much sinijiler; and, 1 think, carries out 
the intention of tl>e Hon'lde Meinher." 

Thf K|on’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said:— 

* 

I accept the inodificatiuii suj^^gested l)y the lloirWe Member in cluirge." 
The amendment was put in the fdlfowing form and agreed to, namely: - 
• That after ‘the words “ said land in the last line of sub-clause (/) of 
clause 4 A, fhe following words and figures be added, namely : — 

“ The amount of costs incurred by the Collector under section 3 and 
section 4, sub-section (7) and the value of the land. 


AMENDMENT No. 26. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that at the end of sub- 

clause (/) of clause 4 A, tjie following Ije added, namely: — 

Trovided that the Collector shall not make such rcferejice if a suit 
for the dcierjiiinat joii of title to the land or title to tJie possessioij 
of the land had already been decided by or had been pending in 
any Civil Court competent to try or dispose of such suit. 

Ib'tnided also that the Collector shall not make such nderenee if a 
relerciue under this section had already Ijeen made by the 
Collei-tor on a former occasion.” 

Tie said — 

“ My Lord, as 1 understand that this amendment is likely to be accepted 
by Government, 1 do not tliiiik it is necessary to speak on it.” 


The Hon’ble Mr. Roy said: — 

“ My Loi’d 1 would ask the llon'kle Member to explain his amendment, 
as it will not be acce])te{i by the Government.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said: — 

“ My Lord, I understood the Ilon’ble Mr. Roy to say that this amend- 
ment would be accepted.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Roy said: — 

” My Lord, I am going to o[>pose this amendment. I may mention 
that 1 told the Hon’ble Mr. Datta that amendment No. 28 would be accepted 

in part. ” 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said:— 

“ My Lord, my proposal speaks for itself and it requires no words of 
mine to commend itself. It seeks only to lay dow n that if a suit for the deter- 
mination of title to the land had already been previously decided by 
a civil court or if a suit is pending at the time, it is hardly nece.ssary for the 
Collector to make another reference to the civil court for the determination 
of the same matter. Otherwise, there would be so much waste of time on 
the part of the Collector, of the civil court and of the litigants,” 

The Hon’Me Mr. Roy said :— 

** My Lord, I appreciate the intention of the honI)le mover, bnt I am 
afraid I must oppose this amendment. The reasons are these: the difficulty 

11 A 
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which the Hon’ble Member anticipates will probably arise in cases of refor- 
mation in situ. Now, the Hon’ble Member knows what a complicated ques- 
tion it is to decide of which estate the reformation is, and it is only 
possible to give a decision after a prolonged investigation. Then ag^in^ no 
land comes up the same as before and there is always some cdmpiicated 
question. If the Collector does not make a reference, what is going to- 
happen ? Is the land to remain undeV attachment for ever \ It may happen 
that the Collector may find that after relaying the diara and'survey lines*the 
land is covered by a previous civil court decree. It will be open to the parties 
to come to an agreement and show to the Collector that they will 
not fight: then the Collector will cancel the attachment under section 3 {S). 
But, if the parties do not agree and are })repared to fight, what is the Collec- 
tor, to do? It would, I submit, my Lord, be satisfactory, if there be a 
dispute to refer the matter to the civil court and to get it decided by that 
court, 'fhat court will no doubt be guided by previous decisions on the 
same subject, and, will be in a position to judge whether the former judg- 
ment covers the land in dispute. Similarly, if there is a suit already j^ending 
in the civil court, that court will decide whether it should consider the refer- 
ence or not. We do not wish to fetter the discretion of the civil courts 
in any way. Then, we have to think of the possibility that as soon as newly- 
formed lands emerge from water, people will rush to the civil court and ask 
for a decivsion. For the Collector, however, the determining factor will be 
whether there is a likelihood of a breach of the peace. In such cases, the 
most satisfactory solution to think of is to give power to the C-ollector to 
attach the land and then to make the reference; and we take this precaution 
for the purpose of avoiding bloodshed and rioting. Then, again, if the 
Collector desires to make a reference on account of the change of parties by 
sale, inlieritance or otherwise, and if the amendment be accef)ted, the Collec- 
tor wall be prevented from taking this action. For these reasons, I must 
oppose this amendment.” 

The Hon’bte Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said . 

“ l\lv Lord, there is certainly force in some of the arguments adduced 
bv the Hoirble Mr. Roy. At the same time, it appears to me that there 
wmuld be no iinality in this matter. There is a title suit which has already 
been decided, then there is a fresh dispute, then again there is a relereiu'C to 
the civil court, and then there is a fresh dispute; under the clause as it stands 
the matter will be referred to the civil court T should think that if the matter 
had already been decided by the civil court only about a year or some time 
ago, the (\iIlector could only ascertain, wdth the help of a Sub-l^ejmty Collec- 
tor, or kaiiungo or other amin, whether the land in dispute is covered by the 
decree or not. I think, tlierefore, that it would be desirable to insert these 
words.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

AMENDMENT No. 27. 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that after the 
words ” civil court of the district may ” in lines 2 and 3 of sub-flause (£*) 
of clause 4 A, the words ” having regard to the valuation of the land given by 
the Collector ” be inserted. 

The President said:— 

” The amendment standing in the name of the Hon ’ble Babu Kishori 
Mohan Chaudhuri is consecjuentia] on the two amendments previously disposedv 
of. ” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said:— 

My Lopd, 1 withdrew my amendment No. 20 because amendment 
No. 2.5 was accented. I, how^ever, ask permission to move this amendment.” 
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The President said : — 

I understand that the Hoirble Member withdrew his amendment 
No. 20 because a similar amendment No. 25 was accepted. Under the cir- 
cutnsfancses I have no objection in his moving the present amendment if he 
wisheJ? to do so.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said: 

“ My Lord, it is only a formal matter. T suggested that it mav bo 
pointedly brought to the notice of the civil court in making the reference, 
whether it should try it itself or make it over to another court, in that 
the valuation of the land as given by the t'ollector may take into considera- 
tion. Only for that purpose I think the words suggested in the aniendment 
may be inserted in clause 4 A. However 1 leave it to the Hon'ble Meml>6r 
in charge to decide whether the amendment should be accepted.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Roy saicf:— 

My Lord, the amendment is superfluous. We have the word ‘ com- 
petent ’ fn the section and that means the court having jurisdiction and 
necessarily that embraces the question of valuation of the land. 1, there- 
fore. oppose the amendment.” 

The Hon’bie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said . — 

“ My Ivord, in tliat case 1 may be permitted to withdraw it.” 

The mol ion was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 


AMENDMENT No. 28. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that for the second 
paragraph of sub-clause {'2) of clause 4 A, the following be substituted 
namely : — 

” The said Court shall issue notices to all the claimants mentioned in 
the said reference and shall also issue general notices calling 
upon all other persons claiming inU'rest to the land to ai)f)ear 
and file statements of their respective claims The said Court 
may, at any stage of the proceedings either upon or without ap- 
plication and on such terms as may apfiear to the (k)urt to be 
just, order that the name of any person whose f)resence before the 
Court may, in the opinion of the (kmrt, be necessary in order to 
enable it effectually and completely to adjudic'ate upon and 
settle all the question involveo in the reference, l)e added, and 
the Court shall issue notice to him to api)ear and file statement of 
his claims. 

The said Court shall determine which of the claimants has the right 
to begin at the hearing of the reference.” 

He said — 

” My Lord, I have been informed by the Hon’ble Mr. Roy that the 
first portion of this amendment is acceptable to him, that is, only the first 
sentence. That brings us down to the words ‘ file statements of their res- 
pective claims.’ As regards the latter portion of this amendment, it has 
been pointed out to me hy the Hon’ble Mr. Roy that a reference is to be 
treated as a suit under the Civil Procedure Code, and that this is unneces- 
sary and redundant. I think Mr. Roy is right and therefore I do not press 
the latter portion of this first paragraph. Then as regards the last portion, I 
think there is no controversy about tnat. That may be retained.’ 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Roy said: — 

“ My Lord, the Hon’ble MemlK3r is under a misapprehension. What I 
said was that the first part of the amendment would certainly be useful. ^ 
It might afford parties wlio had for some reason or other not appeared J)ejpre 
the Collector an opportunity to come forwai*d to make their claims ‘before the 
Judge. But I object to the second part of the amendment, not on the 
ground that it is objectionable, but tfiat it is unnecessary in view of the fact 
that under sub-clause (/y) of this clause a reference shall be deemed to he a 
suit for all the purposes of the Civil Procedure Code. Any party may come 
in and ask to be formed as a party, or the court may of its motion add a party. 
The second part of the amendment is therefore superfluous. If the lion J)le 
Member is therefore prepared to modify his amendment I will accept it.” 


The Hon’hle Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said.— 

” My Lord, that is precisely what 1 submitte*d. I accept that.” 

The motion was then put in tlie following modified form and agreed to: - 

That for the second paragraph of sub-clause (2) of clause 4A, the follow- 
ing be substituted, namely: — 

” The said Court shall issue notices to all the claimants mentioned in 
the said reference and shall also issue general notices calling upon all other 
persons claiming interest in the land to appear and file statenumts of their 
respective claims. The said Court shall also determine w^hich of the claim- 
ants has the right to begin at the hearing of the reference ” 


AMENDMENT No. 29. 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri moved that after the 
words ” and shall also ” in lines 10 and 11 of sub-clause (2) of clause 4 A, 
the words ” before commencement of the hearing of the reference " be 
inserted. 

He said — 

” My Lord, what I have gol to say I can say now, but I am faced with 
a difficuUy. 1 wanted to insert certain words in Certain lines of clause 4 A 
(2), but liow the whole sub-clause has been recasted. So I am in difficulty.” 


The President said : — 

“ Order, order. The amendment in its present form clearly cannot 
now be moved because there is no longer any lines lO and 11 in sub-clause {2) 
of clause 4 A. Does the Hon’ble Member wish to proceed with another 
amendment dealing with this point? 


The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri said:— 

” In that case, my Lord, I may be permitted to withdraw the amend- 
ment.” 

The motioit was then, by leave of the President, withdrawn. 



1920 .] 


935 


» TJie Bengal Alluvial Lands Bill^ 1920. 

Babv K. M. Chandhuri; Babn A. C. Datta ; Mr, Roy, 


AMENDMENTS Nos. 30, 31, 32 and 33. 

The following amendments were deemed to be withdrawn:— 

^ , T|i 6 Hon’bie Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri to move that after the word 
detennme in line 11 of sub-clause {2) of clause 4A, the following be 
inserted, namely: — 

“ by an order in writing after hearing the parties (i) whether the 
reference by the Collector fulfds the requirements of section 3 of 
this Act, {2) whether the valuation given hv the Collector is correct 
and(/0.” 

If amendment No. 30 be carried, the Hon’blo Babu Kishori Mohan Chau- 
dhuri to move that at the end of sub clause (2) of clause 4A, the following be 
added, namely: — 

“ and an appeal would lie from such order of the Court to the Court* 
wdiich would have jurisdiction to hear a})peals from decret^s of 
tliat Court, if ^I'esented within 30 days exclusive of the time taken 
for obtaining a certified copy of the order afipealed against.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri to move that after sub- 
clause (2) of clause 4A, the following he added, namely: 

” {2a) If the Court decides that the reference does not fulfil the 
retjuireinenls of section 3 of this Act and no ajipeal is presented 
against such decision, or if on appeal the A[)pellate Court so 
decides, the reference will be discharged and such order will 
be passed regarding costs as may be thought fit. 

Provided that no ))arty who fails to ajipeal against the decision of the 
Court as ])rovided in sub-section (2) will be entitled to (piestion 
the validity of such decision in any appeal against the final order 
passed by the Court on the reference as provided in sub- 
section (S)/' 

If amendment Nof 32 be carried, the Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chau- 
dhuri to move that after sub-clause {2a) of (dause 4A, the following be added, 
namely: — 

” {2b) If the reference is not discharged as provided in sub- 
section {2a), the Court shall proceed to hear the reference in 
the manner provided hereafter.” 


AMENDMENT No. 34. 

The Hon’bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that after the words 
and figures ” Code of (3vil Procedure, 1908,” in lines 3 and 4 of sub- 
clause {8) of clause 4A, the following be inserted, namely: — 

” and the«aid Court shall, in dealing with such reference, follow the 
procedure prescribed in the said Code for the trial of suits, so 
far as the same may be ajif dicable.” 

He said — 

” My Lord, it is only a question of drafting. The intention of the sec- 
tion is very clear and there is no doubt about it. The whole que.stioii is 
whether the intention of this clause should be made more explicit by the inser- 
tion of th^e words. I think it would be l>etter to make it explicit.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Roy said:— 

‘‘ My Lord,- 1 oppose the amendment on the ground that it is unne<^- 
sary. The matter was discussed in the Select Committee when this question 
was raised and we made the matter as clear as possible by laying down that 
the reference should be deemed to be a suit for all purposes of the Code of 
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Civil Procedure, 1008. The decision of the court would be a decree. We 
have put in the provision that it will be appealable in deference to the well- 
known dictum mentioned in Wilberforce's Statute Law, that in a matter of 
this kind it must be expressly stated in the Statute. Therefore we have 
inserted the word ‘ appealable.’ It was also considered by the lawyer mem- 
bers of the Select Committee, and they consider also that the provisions 
of the Civil Code will apply. The Hon hie Member .says that there is no 
l arm in accepting the amendment. But we are passing an Act which should 
be compact, and there is no reason why we should insert a superfluous clsyase 
in it. There is another view that T wish to put before the Hon’ble Members. 
If these words are put in here, it might be argued afterwards that the legis- 
lature did not intend other provisions of the Code to apply to this Act. In 
view of this it would seem that we should be on the safe side in adhering to 
the clause as framed. On these grounds I oppose the amendment.’' 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said.- 

“ My Lord, there is no doubt that these words would be deemed to make 
the Code of Civil Procedure apply, but it may be said that that is what is 
intended to be laid down by this amendment. At the same time may T point 
out that a reference under this Act cannot j)ossibly be a suit for all purposes 
of the Civil Procedure Code. There are many matters in which the provi- 
sions of the Civil Procedure Code cannot ])ossibly be applied to a reference 
made under this Act. I’herefore in that view of the matter if the words 
suggested in this amendment are not acceptable, then I think some such words 
should be inserted, viz., ‘ as far as they are applicable ’ or the words generally 
used in such a case * mvtatis mutandis' Otherwise there is this difTiculty 
that the reference cannot for all purpo.ses be treated under the Code of Civil 
Procedure. 1 must assume that in one view of the matter the words 1 sug- 
gested may be more or less redundant, but in order to avoid other flaws I 
think some such expression should be inserted, viz., * as far as applicable * 
or ‘ mvtatis vivtavdis.' ” 

The Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter said: — 

“ My Lord. 1 venture to think that the draft as it stands is Ixjtter 
I would ask my hon’ble friend Babu Akhil Chandra Datta to remember 
that it is much safer to draft a thing more widely, and the draft as it stands 
is wider. As regards my hon’ble friend’s suggestion for the insertion of the 
words ‘ so far as applicable,’ I would ask the Hon’ble Member to consider 
that perhaps these words are not necessary, because the Code can only apply 
where it is applicable. So I suggest it had better stand as in the draft.” 

The Hon’ble Mr. Roy said: — 

“ My Lord, I don’t think I have anything more to add to what the 
Hon’ble Mr. P. C. Mitter has just said. I think the insertion of the words 
" as far as applicable ’ will spoil the effect, because the courts have wider 
powers and can apply the same whenever necessary.” 

The motion was then put and lost. 

AMENDMENT No. 35. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that at the end of sub- 
clause (3) of clause 4 A the following be added, namely:— - 

” The provisions of section 11 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, 
shall be applicable to such decision.” 

He said — 

“ My Lord, the object of this amendment is obvious. The whole ques- 
tion is whether the words that are already in the clause— I mean the last 
words, viz., ’ shall be deemed to be a decree within the meaning of that Code 
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and appealable as such ’ will make the decree what is res judicata. If this 
Council thinks that what I really aim at is already covered by I he last two 
lines of the clause, then 1 don't press. All tli^iit 1 want is that the decree 
should be final: that is my object, and as it is not very clear at least not free 
from doubt I think these words miLdit be inserted. Witli tlu'se words I 
leate the matter for the consideration of the House.” 

The Hon’bie Mr. Roy said: ~ 

* ” My Lord, 1 oppose the amendment on the same ground as liefore, that 
it is unnecessary now to bring in a. particular section and make it applicable. 
Lhe argument might be turned round latej* on with regard to another section. 
That is what we want to avoid. All firovisions of the Civil Procedure ("ode 
will apply. That is our object. ” 

The Hon’bie Rai Mahendra Chandra Mitra Bahadur said: » 

‘ .Mv T.ord, as it was thought that the reference to civil court was not 
section will serve the purpose, aiuf I therefore beg to opjiose this amendment. 
We cannot at this stage say whether the decree is poor or not: it de])end8 
upon various matters. (^onse(}uently by statute it ought not to be declared 
that a (’ertain judgment or order is poor That should be left entirely to the 
civil court to decide hereafter.” 

The Hon’bie Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said: 

“ My Lord as it was thought that the reference to civil court was not 
sufficient, that is why ‘ appealable as such * have l)cen addcKi to this sub- 
clause. Now tlie (jue^^on is wliether section 11 of the (hvil Procedure Lode 
will a}>plv to such decisions. It has been objected to on the ground that it 
is redundant 1 do not really think so. My Lord, the time is not far dis- 
tant when we shall congratulate the Hon'ble Mr. Hoy on his elevatiqn to the 
High Court bench. This point may possibly be argued before him as to 
wlietlier section 11 d(^es or does not a[)ply. Therefore T think it would lx* 
better to make the wliole thing clear now. The utmost that can be said 
against my amendment is that it is redundant. But the wfiplo question is 
whether the point should be clearly stated here or whether it should be left 
in uncertainty.” 

The motion was tlien put and lost 


AMENDMENT No. 36. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that for tlie words of the 
reference ” in line 4 of sub-clause {/A of clause 4A. tlie^ words ‘ uicurrcd in 
the said Court u^ to the final disposal of the reference ” he .-ul>siii.iitcd. 

He said — ' . % ^ 

‘‘ My Lord, I wanted to put in this iK'cause it appear.^ \o me that it 
has not verv clearly stated there, fs it intended to cover the cost which 
is incurred by the Collector in making the reference or by the expression of 
the reference does it mean all the costs incurred by the civil court after the 
final decision of the matter? To express it clearly, I think this motion 
should be accepted . ' ’ 

The Hon’bJe Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore said: 

My Lord, I am prepared to accept this amendment on l>eljalf of Gov- 
ernment "on behalf of Government, subject to slight modification. It is 
necessarv to omit the words * in the said court from the amenoment, l)ecau^ 
the reference will be appealable and the cost must include that^ incurred in 
the appellate court as well as that incurred in the lower court. 
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The Hon’ble Babu Akhit Chandra Datta said. — 

“ I accept the modification, my Lord.*' 

The motion was then put in the following modified form and agreed to 
namel\ . that for the words “ of the reference in line 4 of sub-clause (4) 
of clause 4A, the words “ incuired up to the final (lisi)osal of the reiereftice 
be substituted. 


AMENDMENT No. 37. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that at the end of sub- 
clause (4) of clause 4 A, the following be added, namely:-- 

“ and such costs shall be recoverable under the provisions of the Code 
of (hvil Procedure, 1908, relating to the execution of decrees." 

He said — 

“My Lord, I want to put in this because as a matter of fact it has not 
been stated anywhere in the Bill. There must be some provision laid down for 
the recovery of the costs contemplated by sub-claul^e (4) of clause 4 A." 

Ttie Hon’ble Mr. Roy said:— 

“ My Lord, I oppose this amendment on the same ground as I have 
opposed the tw^o previous ones, namely, that section 4 A (.y) is sulhciently 
comprehensive There will be a civirsuit and there will be a decree which 
can be executed. My hon’bl^ friend says that we have mentioned a>)out 
appeals specilically. I have exi>Iained already the reason for our doing so, 
because the law is that the appeal must be expressly njentioiied you cannot 
indirectly bring an appeal. That is why in the Selei't Committee we have 

f ut in the word ‘ aj){)ealable.' This is not so in other matters. Therefore 
think the amendment would be unnecessary." 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said: — 

“ My lx)rd, 1 have nothing more to add." 

The motion was then put and lost. 


AMENDMENT No. 38. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that after sub-clause 
(4) of clause 4 A, the following be added, namel\ 

“ {rA If no claimant appears before the Court and files statement of 
his claim, or if the question of title to the land be not decided 
in the reference in favour of any of the parties thereto, the 
attachment shall continue until the determihatioa of tlie ques- 
, tion of title by some competent Civil Court in favour of an\ other 
person." 

He said - 

“ My Lord, these are the cases which are not contetnplated and are not 
expressly' provided for in the Bill. It is just possible that the question may 
not be decided in favour of any of the parties mentioned in the reference by 
the Collector; the land is in Eastern Bengal and it may just happen that the 
question is decided in the absence of a landlord who is living in Calcutta; 
^e l(^ndlord does not know what is going on there, and the two parties hav- 
ing no interest for the land are fighting for it. The question therefore arises 
what would .happen in^that case. My amendment })roposes to provide for 
that contingwey. I say that in that case as well as in cases ^vhere no claim- 
ants appear, of if the claimants appear but the decision is not in favour of 
any of those present the attachment shall continue until the determination 
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of the Question of title by some competent civil court/ These are tlie ca«es 
which snould be expressly provided for. This is tlidfobject of my amend- 
ment/' 

The Non/ble Mr. Roy said : — 

My Lord, this amendment is unnecessary. Clause o provides that 
possession of thejand is to be given \fy the C'ollector to the jicrsou stated in 
the order. Until such pers<m is given possessam the land remains in the 
possession of the Collector by virtue of the attaclinient . 1 appre<‘iat(' the 

intention of the Hoi/ble Member. 1 personally think that that contingency 
is not likely to arise. But if it does arise, what will hajijien ? The court is 
not firevented from sending back that reference to the (hillector, and the 
effect of that would be that the land would remain under altachinent until 
the matter is decided by a competent (‘ourt. Jhit the court can also proceed 
on the materials before it. It will have the map showing the survey linqp, 
and it may give a decision after examining tlie survey oihcers and others; 
or the court may decide tliat as no decision is possible tlie land would remain 
under attachment until 4he title to it is determined by a conijietent court. 
It is much better to leave the decision in the hands of tin* rourt. Once a 
reference is made it would be for the court to decide On this ground I 
opjiose the iimendment.'’ 

The Hoti’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta said: — 

* 

“ My Lord, 1 am sorry I could not follow the argpmcnts of the Hon'ble 
Mr. Roy. It is not {iroposed to tic up the bands of the Uourt. That ques- 
tion does not arise at all. This amendiiieut jirovides for a cast* wIk'H* the 
court does decide and only decides not in iavoui of any of tLc parties 
mentioned in tin* reference, ll seeks to j)rovi(le for a coiilingency like that. 
Then as regards the oilier matter mentioned by llie Iha/l^le Mr 1h)y, 1 
think the court cannot do so unaided and take other necessary steps. I 
should think that is rather more than what the court can jiossihly do witliout 
the lielj) of the parties. Without the hel]> of evidence ami documents Iniw 
is it jiossible for the court to come to a decision about tlic fjuestioii of title? 
If no written stat(‘inent is filed, the court does not know anything. The 
court has before it only the map and* nothing more than that, and that is 
not suflicient to enable the court to come to a decision. Therefore, inv Lord, 

I think this amendment does not fall ujion that category of cases where it 
is unnecessary and superfluous. I should think it is necessary. 

The motion was tlien put and lost. 

AMENDMENT No. 39. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that for clause 5 the 
following be substituted, namely : — 

‘‘ ( 5 ) If no claimant apfiears before the Ufmrt and file.s statement of 

section it shall execute the order according to the procedure prescribed 
in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, for the execution of decreiis for the 
delivery of immovable property. 

The Court shall also certify to the Collector its decision, and the Colleo- 
tor shall thereupon make over the profits aceming during the period of 
attachment to the person stated in such order to be entitled to the land. ” 

He said — 

“ My Lord, as regards the first portion of the amendment, clause 5 lays 
down that the Collector shall thereupon put the person stated in such ordbr 
to be entitled to the land in possession thereof. We know that in the CTe- 
cution department numerous questions arise which the court has got to d^de, 
questions of various sorts, and when the decree-holder applies for deli^ry 
of possession, it is sometimes objected to by the judgment-debtor on various 

12a 
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grounds. The question is that when the Collector puts in the successful party 
in f)()ssession, he \^ill decide all these questions. It is a well known fact in 
this country that all the difficulties begin after the decree is obtained; the 
more trouble happens to the successful party after he obtains the decree than 
before. The proceedings after the decree are more intricate and tr<juble- 
some than in the preceding stage. 1 do not know whether atteiftion was 
drawn to this view of the matter in the Select Committee that there are diffi- 
culties in the execution department a% regards delivery of possession. This 
much with resp^t to the lirst portion of the amendment. ^ 

With regard to the second portion of my amendment, I beg to submit 
that there is provision in this Act for making over othe profits of the pro- 
perty, during the interval between the attachment and the final disposal of 
the reference to the civil court, which remain in the hands of the Collector, 
but that there is no provision re(|uiring the C'ollector to make over the profits. 
Although it is. quite understood that the C'ollector will not certainly make 

use of thp profits, still it seems desirable to have an express provision.'' 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. Roy said; — 

“ My Lord, tlie first portion of the amendment is open to serious objec- 
tion. 'I'lie Collector is in this casein i)o.ssession and cannot he a private party. 
The amendment will make it neces.sary to execute a decree passed by a juefi- 
cial olli('cr against another oliicer of Covernment. It is not de.sirable nor 
is it contemplated in similar proceedings in law. The procedure is that 
when a civil court gives its decision, the jiarties go to the Collector to get 
possession, or that the civil court givefe a certili(;ate and the Collector acts 
thereupon. The Hon’ble Member has apparently overlooked the fact that 
the decree will be only a declaratory decree and not a decree for possession 
and the civil court cannot execute its decree. It may bt' tliat complicated 
questions will arise in execution proceedings, but it will be the duty of the 
civil (lourt to decide them and give such directions to the ('ollector as the 
amrt thinks fit. That is an answer to the first portion of the amendment. 

With regard to the second part, the Hon’ble Member has told us that 
he is not apprehensive that the Collector will .stick to the profits of Ihc chur; 
but the Hon’ble Member desires th^t some provision should be nmde some- 
where that this should he done. We propose to put in the statutory rules 
which we are going to frame, that, when the t’olk^ctor makes over possession, 
he should make over the profits. I think that will satisfv the Hon’ble 
Member.” 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta sfiid: 

■* My Lord, as regards the second portion of the amendment, if it is 
done bv statutory rules, it will satisfy me, and the object of my amendment 
will 1)0 attained. Therefore, in tl)at‘view of the matter, 1 do not prass the 
second portion. 

As regards the first portion, there is really no difference between the 
Hon'hle ^r. Roy and myself. If questions arise in R)e execution depart- 
ment when delivery of' possession is ap])lied for and it these questions are 
determined by the civil court, anil thereafter the Collei'tor is only asked to 
put the man in pos,sassion according to the directions of the civil court, of 
course 1 have no objection to that; but the wliole question, however, is-- 
is that provided' for in the Act at all 1 If it had been provided for. this 
amendment would not have been necessary at all, and that is m% complaint. 
What tlie Hou’ble.Mr. Roy says will be done by the civil Court is precisely the 
object of the amendn^ent; but my only complakit is that it is not provided 
for. Therefore, 1 would press the first portion of the amendment.” 

The motion was then put in the following form and Ipst:— 

" 5. Whenevir the court makes an order undo- section 4 A, sub-sec- 
tion le) it shall execute the order according to the procedure prescribed in 
the Code’ of Civil Trocedure, 11)08, for the execution of decr^ for the delivery 
of immovable propjerty.*' ^ 
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AMENDMENT No. 40. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that for clause 6 the 
following be substituted namely: — 

* " (). • Costs inbiirred under section 8 shall not be recoverable from any 
claimant to the land, ” ' 

He said — 

“ My Lord, I must contcss that 1 Uitnight of this amendment after read- 
ing the opinion of the Collector of Tip})vTa He luis said:- - 

'Clause 6 . — In my opinion this section should he recast.' Costs, if 
levied from the parties at all, should ui every instance follow the decisitm of 
the Civil Court. In order to [)revent a breacli of the peach it will often be 
necessary for the Collector to act promptly, and this he cannot do if he is 
required' to make an accurate assessment of costs, his decision t)eing subject^ 
to ap])eal. It is a matter for c onsideration whether costs should be reco\ered 
at all from the parties. O'he 15il! is essentially one to prevent breaches of 
the peace, i.e.. it is a Poligp BiH. What is really involved is more the main- 
tenance of public peace than the rights of p^irticular persons over laud; and 
it is reasonable to hold that the public should the expense of adminisr 
tration.' 

Of course, it is undersUxid that this is not in respect of the costs of the 
reference before the matter goes iK'fore the civil court. Before tlie case goes 
to the civil court, certain costs are incurred by the Collector, and this refei*s. 
to these costs, and these are provisions for the prevention of a breach of the 
peace. 1 think the t'ollcctor of Tij)pera is correct when he says that all 
these costs should be incurred by the public and not by any claimants. It 
stands exactly on the same footing as the caise of the police, wLo^a^o main- 
tained and required for preventing breaclies of the peace. As t^ jiay of the 
police officers is nefver levied from the disputing ^rties, so with regard to 
these costs, it ought not to be recovered from tne claimants It is a well 
known fact that a certain party may he lighting, and yet he n^ay he fighting 
to assert his own Just rights He may be a man more sinned against than 
sinning. It may be that the man who finally succeeds is the aggrieved party, 
and if some other party breaks the law, i» it just that the party who is tiaally 
successful should be saddled with the (xil^s? In that view^ I submit that a 
portion of the costs should be met from the public revenue. ^ . 


The Hoti’ble Sir Charles Slpvenson-Meofr-e said.— 

“ My J.ord, 1 must oppose this ainendraeiit. The costs referred to in 
this clause are not penal costs, but they an? costs lor service?? rendert^. Ihe 
cost under clause 3 will consist ordinariU of the cost of demarcating land 
with boundary pillars; and it is (juite inequitable that Government should 
he saddled with the cost of demarcating a private* estate wlii<?h had been 
rendered necessary owing to disputes between rival cla^ants. Moreover, 
the ( -olleotor is not likely to incur any cost when he is informed that th^land 
has not been recently formed or that there is no dieput^. Jf lie finds, on 
going to the spot that there is no dispute or that the land is no^. a nelv 
uon, he will at once stay his proceedings, and no costs whatever will be 
incurred; costs will only be incurred it the Colleclof is acting on correct 
information, and they will be costs for actual services rendered, t.Sf, the costs 
of demarcating the land with boundary pillars.’' 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandrd Datta said:— 

“ ,My Lord, 1 have nothing more to acid to my previous remarks/^ 

The motion as then put and lost. 
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AMENDMENT No. 41. 

The following Amendment was'deemed to be withdrawn. - 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta to move that for clause 6, the 
following be substituted, namely ' r ^ 

6. Costs incurred under section 4. sub-section (1) shall not be re- 
coverable from any clain^ant to the lafid/’ 

AMENDMENT No. 42. 

The Hon’ble Babu Akhil Chandra Datta moved that after snb-olause 
(4) of danse 7, the following be inserted, namely: — 

“ (4a) to regulate the, publication of general notices prescribed by 
* section 4 A, sub;Scction 

He said-- - 

“ My Lord, this is only consequential u{)on another amendment which 
the Hon’ble Mr. Roy has accepted with some modification, i refer to 
No. 26. As provision has been made for issuing general iiotices to all claim- 
ants, 1 think it is oonsequcntial that the rules for the jmblication of these 
notices will be framed.*’ 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-M6ore said:— 

My Lord, I accept this amendment on behalf of Government.’' 

'Fhc motion was then put and agreod to. 


AMENDMENT No. 43. 

The following motion was, by leave of the President, withdrawn: — 

The Hon’ble Babu Kishori Mohan Chaudhuri to move that the words 
“ and any such proceedings already commenced and pending in such Court 
shall be stayed ” in lines 5, 6 and 7 of clause 9 be omitted. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 8. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore moved that the Secretary be 

directed to renumber the clauses and subrclauses of the Bill in consecutive 
order and to make iH)ireR{>onding alterations in all cross-references tlieretu. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 10. 

The Hon*ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moore moved that the Bill, as settled 
ia Council, be passed. 

The ihotion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 11. 

THE CALCUTTA PORT (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1920. 

The Hon^lo Sir Charles StOvensoii«*Moore presented the Report of the 
Select Committee on the Calcutta Port (Amendment) Bill, 1920, and moved 
that tJbe said Report be taken into consideration. 

The motion Vas put and agreed to. 
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LIST OF BUSINESS— iJEM No. 12. 

Tba Hon’ble Sir Charles Steveiisoti»!boor6 move^ that the clauses of the 
Bili be c<^sidered for settlement in, the fortti recoinniended by the* Select 
Committee. • 

He said : — ^ 

. “ My Irord, the Select Committee have made three small alterations. In 
clause (1) th^y have inserted another sub-clause to' provide that the Act 
will come into operation from such date as ^nay be notitied in the Calcutta 
Gazette, This is necessary in order to avoid the inconvenience which would 
occur if the Act were to come into force before the phaifraan and Deputy 
Chairman had been appointed and were ^ ready to assume (diargt^ of their 
respective offices. 

Tn clause 3, it has been specifically provi^d tliat the port CoininiBsionei:;^ 
shall be consulted by the Local Government befote the Chairman of the Trust 
is appointed by Government. Tt has been tho'pradtice in “the. past for Govern- 
ment to consult the Doi t #0211111 issioiiers before appointing tlie chiel exei utive 
officer of the Trust, and it is the intention of Government that that [iractice 
should continue when Idling up the [losl of the whole-time Chairman which 
will be created by this Bill. 

Finally, clause 7 has been amended so as to make it clear that the dis- 
abilities imposed by section 17 of the Act on elected and nominated Camimis- 
sioncrs shall lu^t apply to the Chairm&n and the Dcj^i ^ v 

ex officio Coiniiiissioners. These disabilities relate to attendaru'e at meetings, 
the bolding of salaried appointments under the Tnist and to the participating 
in the profits of contracts, and they obviously are meant'to refer^ to ordinary 
Commissioners. The conduct of the Chairman and Deputy . Chairman is 
regulated by other provisions of the Act. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 13. 

The Hon’ble Sir Charles Stsvenson-Moore moved that the Secretary be 
directed to renumber the clauses and sub-clauses of the Bill in conset'utive 
order and to make corresponding alterations in all cross ref erenc^ thereto. 

The motion was put and agreed to 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM Ho. l4. 

The H on "ble Sir Charles Stevenson-Moere moved that the Bill, as 
settled in Counoil, be passed. 

The motion was put and a^eed to. 


LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM^«- 15. 


THE INPI AN RED CROSS SOOIETV (BENGAL BRANCH) BILL, 1920. 


The Hon’ble Mi*. W«tsoii.8iiifth moved that the Report of fhe Select 
Oramilltee on the Indian. Bed Crose' Society (Bengal Branch) Bill, 1920, be 
taken ihtp ooBMderation. 


The motion was put and agrees" 

) DisJ 
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LIST OF SUSIMESS-^TEM No. 16. 

The Hon 'bto Mi‘. '^9^0fi*8yiytli moved that the claused jof the Bill be » 
considered for ^tlement iiji the 'Torm' recommended by the Select Cjpraaaittee. 
The motion was put and agfefd to. 

t . * 

; " ^ t ,, 

LI*T OF BUSINESSt^lTEM No. 17. 

The Hpn^ble IBr. Watson^Smyth moved that the SeciHiwy be 
fenumber the clauses and f^ub-clauses of the Bill in consecutive order, and to 
make corresponding alterAtiqns in all cross-references thereto. . 

The motion was put and agreed to. . 

LIST OF BUSINESS— ITEM No. 18. 

The Hpn’ble Mi;- Wation-Smyth moved that tlniiBill, as setUed in Council, 
be passed. ^ 

The Hon’bie Honorary Lieutenant^Colonet Sarbadhicari said: 

“ My/L6'rd, I do not know it.I sHall bp in order^in asking fo^ special per- 
' raissioh to suggest a few verbaT alterations in the Bill which seem to be very 
necessary. T .^lould have gladly sent in notice of this had it been j)hysically 
possible for mo to do vso. But, in the circumstances, all that is left to me is 
to ask for your Excellency\s ruling. . 

The President said: — 

“ i mil afraid that it is’m't now possible. The (‘OTisideration stage o) 
the Bill lias already passed, and it is now only opeh to Ilon'ble Members to 
epeak on general questions and not on points of detail. '' 

Thtj motion was tshen put and agreed to. 

THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 

The President said: — 

“ Gentlemen, — This is, in all probability, the bust meeting of the Bengal 
Legislative Council as at present constituted, and with its adjournment to-day 
we bring to a close a definite chapter in the political history of Bei^al. That 
chapter began with the introduction of the constitution known as t^ Minto- 
Morley Reform scheme 4k decade ago — a scheme which with all its limitations 
has served a useful political Purpose in that it has opened the door of the 
Executive Coupcil Chamber to the people of India, and has invited the co- 
operation of a number of Indian gentlemen, elected by definite in-abmewhat 
circumscribed constitufencieii in^the disejussioB of matters of public interest 
an<’ in the framing of the laws of ijie land. Tt has been a frequent criticism 
of the Legislative Councils tmder'.the’Minto-Morley constitution that they 
are little more Uian debating 'sotdeties and tliet they liave not in them the 
potentiality of anything else. No :doubt their constitution is such .that they 
could have been so treated by Government, had .Government so desired. 
And if the bureaucracy had in reality borne any resemblanca ti) the portraits 
of it with which the platform and tfie press jiave Vpntlered-UB'famiUai;, the 
Legislative Councils would no doabt haw pursued fromfslj^rt to finish a pur- 
poseless and futile course through a tangled and impooetrablp, forest of mere 

verbiage. Happily the delih^ttoips ,,Qf the Jtmreaucr&cy' to wb*®*! I 
referred, ^arf not portraits but (Si^ricaturet; attd a niere perusal of the closing 
pages of,^e chaipter which is j^t coming to an end jvdi'serve to ^ow that 
m Bengal, tft any rate, the Legialative-ruincil has -no reMttn to he ashamed 
of the record, which^ it has achieved. . > 
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The present Council was elected in the summer of 1916, some nine months 
before I myself cam^ to Bengal, and it has been in existence, therefore, during 
the whole of ray tenure of office For the first few months of its existence in 
•1916 it showed little activity. No legislation was passed, only 199 (jueslions 
w^re, asked and 17 resolutions discussed. From 1917 onwards, lK)A^ever, it 
has b^n much more active; and during the past three years aml-a-half it has 
asked 2,2i^2 separate questions, it has discussed 651 resolutions and it has 
placed 21 measures upon the statu te-tlook. It may not, perhaps, be known 
taHon’ble Members that it luis devolved upon me, as heaci of the administra- 
tion, to examine personally and give my sanction to every answer that has 
been given to a question asked in this Council— a duty which, if somewhat 
laborious, I have at least found instructive. Of the 651 resolutions which 
have been discussed, I need say little except that it -would be ditlicult to 
think of a subject in the whole range of administration which has not come 
under the micTX)scoj>e- and to pursue the metaphor- the suri^coh s knife dur- 
ing its examination in this Chamber The constnictive output of the Ouirnt'tl 
^ represented by its 21 legislative enactments. It' first legislative effort 
was the Calcutta Municipal Amendment Act of 1917 a measure (ly.signed 
to meet a sudden emergency and framed, conse(pientlv, and passj i with 
somewhat unaccustomed rapidity. A deputation waited upon me ^ on a 
Saturday and laid before me the serious situation which had arisen as a 
result of the sale in Calcutta of impure ghee. I promised ihat if I had the 
unanimous support of the Legislative Council, I would take immediate 
-action. I received the assurance for which I asked, and the (^alcutta Muni- 
cipal Act Amendment Bill was introduced on the following Tuesday and 
berime law the same day. Some of those who had been urging the (Jovern- 
ment to be up and doing, were somewhat stfiggcred to find almost before they 
realized it, that they had been taken at their word, and from urging lla* 
Government to shake itself free <Tf the lethargy which they a|i|)arently icgard- 
ed as an inherent attribute of all Governments, turned to abU.se it for its reck 
less haste. As one newspaper put it- ‘ It is notorious that what people 
generally have to complain of is the length of time it takes to get any measure 
of relief passed. Here the relief wa!^ 'demanded on Saturday by the dejaita- 
tion, and by Tuesday afternooti the goods that is the relief were on the 
counter, f^urely there is lively Government for yon ’ And its comment 
was that most records in lei^islation— while you-wait had l>een broken and 
yet people were not satisfied! No one preteiiils that tlie Act provided a jier 
feet remedy, but that it has been of considerable effect is clear fi-om the 
following figures showing the steady redncLon in the ]>ercentage of adulter- 
ated sampl^ as tested in the Corporation laboratory: in 1917, ghee 23 
per cent, and sweetmeats .43 6 per cent.; 1918, ghee 14 7 i)er cent, and 
sweetmeats 39 per cent.; 1919, ghee 9*2 per cent, and sweetmeats 16 per 
cent. This small emergent measure was followed in 1919 hy a much more 
comprehen.«ive measure for dealing with the adulteration of food in the Presi- 
dency generally outside Calcuta, under the title of the Bengal Foorl Adulte- 
ration Act. A great deal of preliminary work has had to be done before this 
Act could l^ecome operative. ^ We have had considerable corresponrlence in 
connection with the appointment of a Public Analyst under the Act, and 1 
hope that this appointment will shortly now be made. Notifuations bring- 
ing the Act into operation and declaring the normal constituents f)f food are 
practically ready and will be published in an early issue of the Cfih vtta 
Gazette. I have great hopes that this mea.sure will become an effective Ttem 
in the general programme of Government schemes for improving the health 
of the people' 

Tn 1918, five measures reached the .statute book — 

(1) The Bengal Public Demands Recovery (Amendment) Act; 

(2) The Bengal Tenancy Amendment Act; 

(3) The Bengal (Aliens) Disqualification Act; 
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(4) The Serampore College Act; and 

(5) The Chittagong Port (Amendment) Act. 

Of these the last three call for no comment. The Public Demands Reoovery 
Act was designed to assist the co-operative movement by providing for the 
recovery of the dues of societies under liquidation by means of the certificate 
procedure. I am glad to say that th^ Act has proved of considerable asist- 
ance, the Registrar of Co-operative Societies having reported that during the 
first t,(!n months of its operation the collection of such dues amounted to four 
times as much as the whole collection in all the year before the procedure was 
introduced. The Tenancy Act of 1918 was a piece of patriarchal legislation 
designed to protect the unsophisticated and thriftless cultivators of certain 
aboriginal tril)es against themse.lves. Its effect; is to prevent their lands 
from passing into other hands. And from the Sonthals of Birbhum, Bankura 
and Mi(lnai)ore to whom it was applied in the first instance, it has been 
exlended to the Bhumijes of Bankura, the Mughs in parts of the Sundarbans, 
the Oraons and Sonthals of Rang{)ur, and the Mumla.s, Oraons and 
Sonthals of Dinaj})ur. 


The year 1919 was marked by the passing of siwen Acts. The long- 
overdue C'alcutta Hackney C'arriagc Act became law, and a further amend 
ment of the Bengal Tenancy Act, designed to protect tenants froin unautho- 
rized exactions in connection with the 'collection of ce.sses, was effected. A 
small measure dealing with discipline in the police force was i)as.sed, besides 
the Bengal Food Adulteration Act to which T Inive already referred The 
year was al.so memorable for the passage of two Bills dealing with matters ot 
general public interest which originated with private members. These were 
tlie duvenile Smoking Bill introduced by the Hon'hle Dr. Suhrawardy and 
the Primary Education Bill introduced by the Hon’hle Babu Surendra Nath 
Ray. The first of these two Acts applied in Die first instance to Calcutta, 
but early this year was extended lo Chittagong at the reque.st of the Municiiial 
Commissioners. The reports which have reached me as to its working do 
not suggest that much use has hitherto been made of its jirovisions The 
Primary Education Act, which underwent considerable changes during its 
iiassagei through this Council, provides for a call for returns from miinicipali- 
tit's showing tlie jiresent jiosition with regard to the provision of facilities for 
eknnentary education and the requirements necessary to bring such facilities 
up to a specified standard. These returns have been called for, hut have not 
in all cases lieen received. It is clear from the returns that have been received 
that the municipalities hesitate to face the expenditure which is required. 
Nevertheless we are most anxious that an advance should be made, and we 
have placed an officer on special duty to draw up a programme for the 
expansion of primary education in each Municipal and District Board area. 
It will be part of his duty to scrutinize the returns made under the Act and 
to visit each area with a view to working out detailed proposals for expansion. 
By so doin*' we hope to prejiare a practical programme for the consideration 
of the futiire Minister of Education. But by far the most important of the 
Acts passed in 1919 was the Village Self-Government Act, constituting a broad 
foumration upon which the whole complicated structure of popular self- 
government will by degrees be built u}). I have had other oj^ortunities of 
describing the nature of the work already being done by Union Boards consti- 
tuted under the Act— notably at the Panchayati Conference recently Imld 
at Dacca; and I have not the time to enlarge upon this subject now.. Sutti^ 
it to sav that the Act which has been in force little more than a year h^ already 
been extended to 21 districts and the formation of 1,444 Boards has been 
sanctioned. This number will be very largely increased in the near future, 
when considerable schemes now under consideration in ^rious distncte have 
been worked out; and we are impressing upon local officers and District 
Boards our desire lo see the adoption of a forward policy in this direction. 
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Finally, I come to the legislation of the present year. The Cruelty to 
Animals Act tightens up control and enables a great deal more to be done 
than has hitherto been attempted. A.t a meeting of representatives of the 
Veterinary, Revenue and Municipal Departments, the Calcutta Corporation 
* and the Police, a scheme has been approved for giving effect to its provisions 
in Calfcutbe and the Suburbs, as- a result of which we may look forward to 
great improvement in the treatment of animals. The- Eastern Frontier Rifles 
Act deals with the status of the liengii^’ Military Police;, and the Calcutta 
Pilots Amendment Act merely abolishes the fincient system of punishment 
by fine which had been instituted .so long ago as 1859. The Calcutta Rent 
Act, 1 need hardly remind the Coui^il, was passeil as a temporary, but very 
neces,sary, measure to meet the problem of pntliibitive rents which was 
rajndlv assuming alarming proportions. Up to tl^e end of .Inly 8511 applica 
tions Iiad been received for fixing standard rent; • while 1,100 a}))>lications 
for deposit of rents had been filed before the Controller, no h*ss than 
Rs. 1,Vg,494 having heeii depositeil, with these apjilication.s, - 1 have* 
noticed that there has l)cen a tendency in some quarters to argue that if the. 
rent of houses can be fixed, the prices of articles such as rice and cloth can 
be fixed with equal advaatage 'I'he fund.'imental difference between the 
two, though suflicicntly obvious, si'cms to have e.seaped the notice of those 
who argue in this way, namely, the immovable nature of house jiroperty as 
comp.ared with the extreme mobility of commodities^ suclj^as rice and cloth 
If you fix the rent of a man’s house! he (cannot pack it up and des})atch it to, 
another part of tlie country where no lient Act is in force; whereas nothing 
is easier than to send rice :uul cloth to those parts of the country where they 
fetch the highe,st jirice. Converselv while you can inqiort additional quanti 
ties of such articles^ as rice as we liave done from llunna, for example, you 
(.cannot import ready-m.adc hou.sgs. 'I’he fact that srfch argumenw .sliouhl have 
been made use of by jiersons otherwise intelligent, iiulmtes somewhat gloomy 
reflections in one’s mind as to the nature of the pcd^cal economy taught in the 
educational institutions of llengal. reflections which 1 resjieci fully commend 
to the thoughtful attention of the Director of Public Instruction and the 
Vicc-Uhancellor of the Calcutta University 

But while you cannot inijiort hoirses as you imjioi’t rice or cloth, you 
I'an, if given reasonable time and a sufliciencv of bricks, a by no means 
iinimjiortant iiroviso at the pre.sent time build them, it may be of interest 
to residents in Calcutta to know that the Bengal (iovernment have drawn u|. 
plans for building residences for high officials, including the Cliief Justice, 
the Commissioner of the Presidency Division and the t/Ollector of ( alciitta, 
and in addition a number of flats for (Jovernment officials of all clas-ses. 
Our scheme includes some 50 flats of tliree dificrent tyj>es containing an 
aggregate of 140 lied-rooms. A .scheme of this magnitude recpiires the sanc- 
tion of the Secretary of State; but so far as we are concerned we are rea<ly 
to start work as .sooii as we receive permission. 

Lastly, there are the Bills which the Council has passed to da.\ , the 
Indian Red Cro.ss Bill, establishing a Red Cross Society for Bengal, the 
Calcutta Port Bill providing for a jiaid whole-time Chairman of the Port 
Commi.ssioners; the Alluvial Lands Bill and the Agricultural and Sanitary 
Improvement Bill. The finstof these last two will, I hniie, prevent the dis^ 
turbances which take place so frequently, wlien alluvial land is formed 
by the action of the rivers. The latter is a measure to which 1 attach the 
utmost importance. It will faciliUte enormously the construction of drain- 
age and other works for the improvement of agricultural and sanitary 
conditions. A novel feature is that it provides for the execution of such 
works when initiated by private individuals or by bodies of agnculturists 
registered under the Co-operative Societies Act. Above all it will, 1 hope, 
provide a short cut across the Serbonian bt^ of procrastination which has 
cloMd in ubon me and acrainst which I have straggled in impotent exaspera- 
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of anti-malarial schemes which has already been drawn up in detail, arid 
which could be taken in hand to-morrow to^ the full extent of the engin^ring 
staff available, were we not perpetually baffled by the law's delays. 

Such, in brief, is the legislative output of the Council whose labours ha\e 
neen brought to a close to-day. It is, perhaps, not out of place that 1 
should mention that we have a number of legislative projects of considerable 
imj)ortance in various stages of preparation which in the ortlinary course 
would have been submitted to this Council, but which under the impending 
changes will, 1 hope, Ije taken up by the new Government in due course and 
submitted to the reformed legislature. These include a Children’s Bill on 
the lines of the Kijglish Act of 1908, but applicable to hoys only; a compre- 
hensive Jhiblic Health Bill upon the framing of which a great deal of valuable 
work has been done; a Port Sanitation Bill providing for a port health autho- 
rity to c(i-ordinate the sanitary control of the port and other areas adjoining 
f the Hooghly river and to protect the port against any possibility of the intro- 
duction of Yellow Fever; a Calcutta Municipal Amendment Bill providing 
for administrative reforms outside tlie field of ])olitical controversy; a Bengal 
Municipal Bill amending the law relating to municipalities outside Calcutta; 
a Bengal down Planning Bill; a Bill to amend the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust Act; and a measure for dealing wuth mendicancy. Nearly the whole 
()f these measures a|)pertains to subjei*ts which will be transferred to a 
popular ministry under the Reform Scheme, and the immense amount of 
thought and labour which has been devote<l to them will. I hope and believe, 
[)r()ve of immense assistance to the ‘future ministers, in marking out ami 
making smooth the legislative path along which they will desire to tinvel. 

This mere enumeratiqn will of itself help to give some idea vi the extent 
to which the Government of the country is about to be entrusted to the 
rej)resentatives of the people. We sometimes hear it stated that the »et(U’ms 
are not worth having. Well, there is no compulsion upon anyone to take 
[)art in them against liis own wishes. I.et those who thiidv that they are not 
worth having stand aside. There are even some who seem to think that they 
can wreck the Reform Scheme. 1 think that such |)ersoiis have an altogether 
exaggerated idea of their own importance 1 believe that the time is 
not far off when they will discover that they are but hies upon the wheel of 
tlie chariot of })olitical progress, which they are powerless either t(3 wreck 
or to stay uj)on its onward course. But I have far too high an opinion of the 
intelligence and good sense of the peo|)le of liengal to see in such an attitude 
in so far as it may have beeti adopted by anyone in Bengal, any thing more 
than a political pose. The educated classes in Bengal are far too astute not 
to realize the far-reaching nature of the changes which are being made. And 
they know in their hearts that what is being offered them in the letter and 
in the spirit is full ind more than full partnership in the Government ot the 
country, 1 could give example after example to prove that to the hilt; but 
let one sufliee since it is in itself conclusive. 

Whatever be the final decision as to the constitution of the coming Gov 
eminent of Bengal — and upon that ]K)int I am not at this moment prepared to 
make any statement — but whatever it be, you may rest assured that apart 
from the Governor, the Indian element in the Government will preponderate 
over the European element at the least by two to one. Comment is altogether 
superfluous. And so far as the Governor is concerned, the recent appoint- 
ment in Bihar has demonstrated conclusively that race has ceased to be a 
factor in his selection. Is this not an offer of full partnership in the spirit 
os well as in the letter? And in her heart of hearts is nbt Bengal proud to 
think that just as a short decade ago she led the way by giving to the Gov- 
ernment of India its first Indian member, so now again she stands in the fore- 
front of the advance 4n that it is upcm one of her own most eminent 
that,tjbe hmioar of being the first. Indian Governor of a British Indian 
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We offer our hearty coj^ratulatious to Lord Sinha upon this well -raeritec 
distinction, and wc tenderHhiin our sincere good wishes for his future pros 
perity and succ'ess. And fiay I not add tJiat his appointment is also symba 
heal and that we see in it a Deacon light beckoning us away from the brinl 
ed the precipice of ai^^agonisin and distrust over which there are those wh( 
i^ould hurl us, and guiding us towards the fair way of mutual trust and co 
operation by which road alone ciyi this country hope to reach the goal thfk\ 
already stands out clear upon the horizon, limned in sharp outline against 
the brightening dawn of a new day ? ||^ 

This is the last time that I shall have the pleasure of presiding over th< 
legislature in Bengal. It is with no little regret that 1 yield the })re8identia] 
chair to others. AndJ[ should be guilty of gross ingratitude, if,, before do- 
ing so, I did not express to every member of this Council my sincere appre- 
ciation of the ungrudging support which they have invariably accorded t( 
me, and of the contribution which all have made to the success of our del/bera 
tions. Intiidding you my last farewell, as your President, 1 wish you, one 
and t^ll, God speed, and a worthy ))art in the story of your country through- 
out the spacious dajis of hope ami promise that lie before you. 


"ADJOURNMEr<T. 

The Council was then adjourned sine die. 


Calcutta, 

The 12th September 1920. 


K. N. Majiimdah. 

Secy, to the Gort. of Bengal and 
Secy, to the Bengal Legis/atire Couneil.f of/g 
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